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PREFACE. 


Whilst  writing  a  series  of  papers,  which,  during  the  years 
'>iA78,  79,  and  80,  appeared  in  the  columns  of  The  Field 
under  the  title  of  Rambling  and  Angling  Notes  /rom  Shetland. 
I  was  struck  by  the  fact,  that  there  was  no  book  in  existence 
that  brought  the  past  and  present  condition  of  that  northern 
group  before  the  reader.  The  works  of  Drs,  Edmonston  and 
Hibbert,  admirable  as  both  were  at  the  time  they  were  pub- 
lished, ore  not  only,  at  the  present  day,  out  of  date,  but  also 
out  of  print.  Such  being  the  case  I  at  first  thought  of 
compiHng  a  book  on  Shetland  alone  ;  however,  on  going  more 
fiilly  into  the  matter  1  found  that  any  historical  description 
of  Shetland  must  constantly  refer  to  the  Orkneys,  and  that, 
in  addition,  the  southern  group  required  writing  up  to  date 
nearly  as  much  as  the  northern  one.  I  therefore  spent 
several  months  in  the  autumn  of  1880  amongst  the  diflereiit 
islands  of  the  Orcadian  group,  and  embodied  the  results  of  my 
rambles  in  some  p.ipers  which,  under  the  title  of  Orcadian 
Jotlings,  appeared  in  the  columns  of  The  Field  in  the  course 
of  the  following  year. 

Whilst   wandering   over   Shetland    I    several    times    fell    in 
ttiih    my  old    friend    Mr.    Peach,  of  the   Scottish   Geologiciil 
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Sun'ey,  and  his  colleague  Mr.  Home,  who,  for  many  years, 
spent  their  yearly  vacations  in  examining  into  the  much  vexed 
(till  settled  by  them)  (question  as  to  the  glaciation  of  Shetland, 
the  Orkneys,  and  the  North  of  Scotland.  They  kindly 
promised,  if  ever  I  went  to  press,  to  aid  me  by  writing  the 
chapters  on  the  geology  of  these  nortlicrn  isles,  a  promise 
which  they  have  most  admirably  kept,  as  the  reader  himself 
can  see. 

To  Mr.  Irvine  Fortescue,  the  Vr.of  Kingcausie  and  Swanhistcr, 
and  Mr.  White,  I  am  indebted  for  the  chapters  on  the  Flora 
of  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  respectively ;  Dr.  Anderson,  the 
Curator  of  the  National  Museum  of  Scotland  and  editor  of 
the  translation  of  the  Orkmyin^a  Saj^a,  was  kind  enough  to 
read  over  in  MS.  the  chapters  on  the  Pictish  and  Norse 
Periods;  and  Sir  Henry  K.  L.  I)r)-den,  Ilart.,  Honoran* 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  kindly 
perused  the  chapter  on  Sl  Magnus'  Cathedral  (Chapter 
XVIII.),  checked  the  various  architectural  descriptions  through- 
out the  book,  and  also  kindly  placed  the  collection  of  water- 
colour  drawings  and  sketches  he  had  made,  during  the  many 
visits  he  had  paid  to  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  at  my  dis|)osal 
for  reproduction.  I  have  also  to  thank  Mr.  James  Walls  Cursiter, 
F.S.A.S.,  Messrs.  Christopher  and  .Andrew  Sandison,  of  I^rwick, 
Mr.  I-^wis,  F.  U.  Garriock,  of  Berry,  The  Rev.  George  Gibson. 
M.A.,  the  English  Chaplain  at  Dieppe,  and  many  other 
gentlemen  in  Shetland,  the  Orkneys,  and  elsewhere  for 
information  and  assistance  kindly  rendered  or  for  hospitality 
shown  me  when  wandering  over  the  islands.  To  the  Society 
of  Antit^uaries  of  Scotland  I  am  indebted  for  the  permission 
to  reproduce  such  of  the  woodcuts  as  have  already  appeared 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society;    to  Herr  Cammermeyer, 


of  Chrisdania,  for  permission  to  copy  on  a.  reduced  scale 
the  engraving  of  the  Viking  Ship  from  Gokstad ;  to  the 
proprietors  of  T^  IlltistraUd  London  News,  for  kindly 
permitting  me  to  copy  A  Wfsttrly  Gale  in  the  Orkneys,  Roray 
Head,  Hoy,  and  to  Mr.  Samuel  Read  the  artist  for  patting 
the  finishing  touches  to  the  block ;  to  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Peace, 
of  Kirkwall,  for  the  sketch  of  the  Gentlemen's  Ha',  Westray ; 
and  10  Mr.  J.  T.  Itvinc,  F.S.A.S.,  for  the  etching  of  Muncss 
Castle,  UnsL  I  should  also  state  that,  in  addition  to  what  has 
already  appeared  in  the  columns  of  Tiic  Field,  a  good  deal 
of  the  subject-matter  of  Chajiter  XII.  The  Fislurman-Crofitr 
Ashere,  appeared  last  year  in  The  Dundee  Advertiser. 

Except  where,  as  before  mentioned,  I  am  indebted  to 
Messrs.  Peach,  Home,  Fortescue,  and  White,  for  the  chapters 
on  the  Geology  and  the  Flora,  and  to  Dr.  Anderson  and 
Sir  Henry  Dryden,  for  looking  over  and  checking  portions 
of  the  MS,,  I  alone  am  responsible  for  any  opinions 
expressed  or  statements  made,  and  none  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  so  kindly  aided  me  must,  in  any  way,  be  held 
liable  for  any  of  the  views  I  have  put  forth.  That  the  book 
in  many  respects  is  not  what  I  should  have  wished  it  to  have 
been,  I  am  painfully  aware,  as  owing  to  circumstances  out 
of  my  own  control,  the  greater  portion  had  to  be  drafted, 
so  to  speak,  when  out  of  reach  of  any  reference  library, 
and  a  considerable  portion  has,  in  consequence,  practically 
had  to  be  rewritten  as  the  sheets  were  passing  through  the 
press,  and  to  this  cause  the  reader  mict  kindly  attribute  any 
shortcomings,  inaccuracies,  or  discrepancies  he  may  discover. 
John  R,  Tudor. 
London,  1883. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


G  to  the  north  of  the  most  extreme  northerD  point  of 
tish  mainland,  exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  Atlantic 
ind  the  hardly  less  turbulent  surges  of  the  wild  North 
i  surrounded  by  some  of  the  fiercest  tideways  in  the  world, 
nnot  wonder  that,  till  comparatively  recent  years,  the 
s  and  Shetland  should  to  the  average  Englishman, 
chnian  too  for  that  matter,  have  been  geographical 
ions  and  nothing  more. 

le  commencement  of  the  present  century  the  ignorance 
:hem,  even  of  educated  people,  was  something  slu 
s.  Thus  in  one,  of  the  many  editions  of  Nathan 
i  dictionaries,  published  at  the  modem  Athens,  in  the 
oo,  when  Jeffrey,  Sydney  Smith,  and  others  were  com- 
g  the  education  of  the  Whigs,  Shetland  was  described 
isting  "of  about  forty  islands  at  the  north  of  Scotland, 
Ihe  sun  does  not  set  for  two  months  in  summer,  and 
)t  rise  for  two  months  in  winter  ; "  and  Shirrcff,'  writing 
„  stated  that  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  had  refused 
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a  few  years  previously  to  pay  the  bounties  on  some  henn| 
caught  during  the  winter  lime  in  Shetland  waters,  on  the  grooDd 
that  no  fish  could  then  have  l)een  caught  there,  as  the  ishndi 
were  at  that  jHrriod  of  the  year  surrounded  by  ice. 

Kven  as  lately  as  the  Crimean  War  the  officials  at  either  the 
Home  or  the  Foreign  Office  apixrar  to  have  l)een  under  the 
impression  that  the  Orcadians  were  a  Gaelic-si)eaking  race- 
Most  pcoi)le  know  better  now-a-days  :  still  even  educated 
{>eople  are  ajit  to  be  somewhat  confused  in  their  ideas  ahoc 
the  two  groups,  and  to  have  a  vague  imjjression : — that  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetland  are  one  and  the  same  thing ;  *  that  iher 
consist  of  some  scattered  islands  not  much  larger  than  the 
Scilly  Isles  ;  and  that  they  are  inhabited  by  a  semi-civilised  race, 
who  live  chiefly  on  sea-fowl  and  their  eggs,  and  are  in  urgen: 
need  of  missionaries  to  convert  them  from  their  semi-heatfaes 
practices. 

And  yet,  more  interesting  islands  rich  in  the  relics  of  a 
prehistoric  past ;  with  a  special  histor)'  of  their  own  extending 
over  six  centuries :  |M)ssessing  a  coast-scenery,  which  tor 
grandeur  of  form  and  lK.*nuty  of  colouring  cannot  l>e  surpa.«!«d 
in  the  Hritish  Isle^i :  and  atTonling  in  the  northern  group  one  of 
the  most  interesting  fiehls  for  study  |K)ssible  to  the  geoloem 
and  mineralogist  would  be  hard  to  fmd.  It  is  this  ver\' man** 
sidedness,  if  one  may  be  allowed  to  coin  a  word,  that  makes  ^t 
so  hard  to  do  these  northern  isles  equal  justice  from  the  many 
points  of  view  from  which  they  have  to  Ik;  considered. 

The  broclis,  <*hainbered  cairns,  and  other  relics  of  a  pre- 
historic age  alone  would  furnish  the  materials  for  a  volume  ifl 
themselves,  and  the  painter  of  the  picturesque  could  covtr 
reams  of  paperinexjiatiatingon  the  weinl  (harms  of  a  nnrtherr 
summer's  ni^ht  ;  on  the  e\«|uisite  colour  effects  you  sometime* 
see  both  on  l.md  and  sea  :  on  the  feelings  of  awe  with  whit* 

'  The  t'««ll  iwinq  .ij'pc.ircl  m  «inc  of  the  m*"t  inrHtrt.'int  l.-iml'-'n  nvrr.:^ 
paj-tT^of  .Auj^u^t  imJi,  iSS2  :— *•  Kikkw  \i  :  .--Am  .irti'*!  fri«in  (ilx^im  »i» 
ftmn«l  tl  •.iliijj^  III  thi'  -c.i,  ilr.\>l,  "tT  A'/r^■^  .;.7,  n  I «■/.'.;«./,  «.»n  Sumiay.  I:  :: 
su]'j"»setl  he  idl  ••vn  the  clifT  ami  wa>  dpjwuoi." 
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liffs  of  Hoy,  or  the  still  grander  coast-line  of  Foula,  im- 
you  ;  and  on  the  many  other  attractions  the  storm-swept 
Jes  and  regions  of  Ultima  Tliiile  present  to  one  who  has 
Co  see,  and  knows  how  to  use  them. 

;ain,  in  any  other  part  of  Britain,  the  history  of  the  district 
X.  of  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  few  local  details  to 
orked  in.  In  the  case,  however,  of  the  Orkneys  and 
and, — owing  to  their  having  been  for  centuries  the  almost 
)endcrH  dependencies  of  the  Norwegian  crown  ;  to  their 
m  of  hind-tcnure  having  been  allodial  and  not  feudal  in 
igin  ;  to  the  oppressions  and  exactions  of  the  Stewarts  and 
donatories,  and  of  the  Scottish  locusts  who  followed  in 
train ;  and  to  the  fact  of  the  greater  bulk  of  the  inhabit- 
ha^ing  been,  till  nearly  modern  times,  alien  to  their 
;rs,  not  only  in  race,  but  in  speech  as  well^a  much  more 
hy  historical  description,  than  the  mere  area  of  the  islands 
i  seem  to  warrant,  is  needed  to  bring  before  the  reader 
their  condition  in  former  times  really  was,  and  to  enable 
o  realise  the  full  significance  of  many  of  the  customs  and 
ices  that  have  survived  to  the  present  day. 
is  historical  description  naturally  divides  itself  into  three 
ds  or  eras  :  the  Pictish  or  Prehistoric ;  the  Norse ;  and 
cottish  and  British. 


CHAPTER  r. 


iOPKKLv  speaking,  according  to  <itrict  historical  canons, 
Ijove  heading  is  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  an  Irish  bull. 
:ilc,  howevt-r,  really  Iriistivorlhyinformatioti  hove  we  about 
groups,  prior  to  the  ajipearance  on  the  scene  of  the 
cmen,  that  Pietish  and  Prehistoric  as  far  as  they  arc 
:rned  are  practically  convertible  terms, 
at  Agricola,  after  the  batik  of  Mons  Grinpius,  a  d  89. 
itched  his  fleet  to  coast  ronnd  the  northern  portion  of 
:  liril; 


lain,  and  that  such  fleet  chsr 

o\Lred  ant!  subdued  the 

whence  was  seen  whu  their 

reHs  imai,  ned  to  be  the 

still  earlier  Grecian  or  R  j 

■nan  c\]ilorLrs    we  know 

thorilyof  Taeilus.' 
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Our  next  glim])se  is  in  Claudian's  poetical  description  of  the 
exploits  of  Theodosius  in  clearing  Roman  Britain  of  that  di? 
of  the  Picts,  Scots,  and  Attacotts,  and  we  gather  that  at  that 
time,  A.I).  396,  the  Saxons,  forerunners  of  the  still  siurdir 
Norse  rovers,  who  were  to  follow  after  a  lapse  of  four  centuries, 
had  established  themselves,  for  how  long  we  do  not  know, 
amongst  the  Orkneys. 

Probably  only  temi)orarily,  as  Adamnan  in  his  Life  of  Si 
Columba  states,*  that  Cormac,  a  follower  of  the  saint,  had  reached 
the  Orkneys,  when  sailing  from  lona  "  to  discover  a  desert  in  \V< 
CK'ean  ; "  and  adds  that,  to  the  intercession  of  Columba  v::.h 
Brude,  King  of  the  Northern  Picts,  Cormac  and  his  cum- 
])anions  probably  owed  their  lives,  as  a  ruler  of  the  Orkncw 
was  at  that  time,  about  565,  a  hostage  in  the  hands  of  Kiiu 
Hrude.  i^Idan,  King  of  the  Dalriadic  Scots,  is,  according  to 
the  annals  of  Ulster,  said  to  have  led  an  exi)edition  against  the 
Orkneys,  in  the  year  5SD,  and  Anderson  conjectures  that  the 
islands  probablv  remained  under  Dalriadic  rule  till  thev  were 
laid  waste,  in  the  vear  682,  bv  Hrude,  the  scm  of  Bile,  then  Kin; 
of  the  Northern  Picts. 

That  Chri>tianity  had  taken  root,  either  owing  to  the  preach- 
ing of  Cormac  and  hi*^  companions,  or  through  the  instrurocn- 
tality  of  later  miNsionaries  amongst  the  Orkneys,  and  that  froo 
thenc  e  it  spread  to  Shetland  and  was  the  religion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  both  groups  till  they  were  conquered,  if  noH 
exterminated,  by  the  Scandinavian  wor>hi|»i)ers  of  Odin  and 
Thor,  there  can  be  little  doubt. 

.•\n  Irish  monk,  Diruil,-  who  wrote  a  treatise  De  Menntrk 
Orbis  Terrarum,  about  the  year  825,  states  that  some 
thirty  vears  previously,  a  **  certain  honest  monk  had  %'isilcd 
some  islands  in  the  northern  British  seas  one  summer,  after 
sailing  a  day  ami  a  night  and  another  day,  in  a  two-benched 
boat."  The  islands  referred  to  were,  there  is  little  doubC 
Shetland. 

*  A(iamnan\  Life  of  St.  Columba^  P«  7'. 
'  Otk,  Sa^.  Intro,  p.  xi. 
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le  evidence  cited  miglit  be  considered  somewhat  shadowy, 
1  taken  alone,  to  prove  that  the  Pictish  inhabitants  of 
;  northern  isles  were  Christians,  but  it  can  be  siii)ple- 
led  by  the  names  of  islands  and  places  in  both  groups,  that 
'  that  the  Papa,  as  the  Norsemen  termed  the  Irish 
ionaiies,  whom  we  know  to  have  visited  and  established 
iselves  in  Iceland  prior  to  the  ninth  century,  must  have 
I  widely  distributed  both  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland.  In 
latter  we  have  Papil,  a  place  in  North  Yell ;  Papa  Stour,  an 
1(1  on  the  west  side  of  ihe  Mainland  ;  another  Papa  close  to 
loway ;  and  another  Papil  in  the  Isle  of  Burra.  In  the 
ncys  we  have  Papa  Weslray  (the  Papty  Meiri  of  Ihe  Saga)  ; 
a  Stronsay  {the  Papey  Mtnni) ;  Papley  (PapuJi),  both  on  the 
nbnd  ;  and  in  South  Ronaldsay  ;  and  Papdale  close  to  Kirk- 
.  The  island  of  Damsay  (Damsey  or  Damtus^)  is  sup- 
id  to  mean  St.  Adamnan's  isle  ;  and  the  Norse  name  of 
th  Ronaldsay  was  Rinansty  or  Ringan's  isle ;  Ringan 
ig  another  name  by  which  St.  Ninian  was  known.  Then: 
)y  the  way,  another  St.  Ninian's  Isle  in  Shetland. 
Tie  most  important  silunt  witnesses  to  the  early  Christianity 
these  northern  isles,  however,  are  the  Ogham  inscribed 
ics,  that  have  been  found  within  recent  years  in  both 
tland  and  the  Orkneys. 

Tie  Bressay  stone,  now  in  the  National  Museum  at  Edin- 
gh,  found  by  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  the  minister  of 
^say,  in  the  year  1S64,  near  the  old  ruined  church  of 
Wnsbrugh,  on  that  island,  is  "  a  slab  of  chlorite  slate,  three 

nine  inches  in  length,  about  sixteen  inches  wide  at  the  top, 
I  lajering  to  a  lilllc  less  than  a  foot  at  the  bottom,  and  about 
inch  and  three-quarters  thick." '    On  one  side  is  sculptured  in 

relief  an  elaborate  interlaced  cross ;  over  which  are  two 
nsttosities  of  fish  swallowing  a  human  being.  In  the  centre, 
0*  the  cross,  is  a  man  on  horseback,  between  twoecclesi- 
ics  holding  pastoral  staves ;  below  this  is  a  much  larger 
tse  without  a  rider ;  and  below   the   horse  a  sow.     On  the 

Anderson's  Scull  and  in  Early  Chrislian  Times,  Second  Scries,  p.  !dS. 
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other  side,  at  the  top,  is  another  interlaced  cross,  but  of  i 
simi)ler  pattern  ;  below  which  arc  the  figures  of  two  beasts  with 
their  jaws  extended,  aiiparcntly  trying  to  swallow  each  other; 
and  below  the  lK»asts,  two  ecclesiastics  with  their  hands  awi 
staves  touching.  **  The  inscription  is  written  down  both  edges 
of  the  stone,  and  is  divided  into  words  by  colon-like  points. 
The  digits  are  arranged  u]>on  a  stem-line,  which  keeps  the 
centre  of  the  width  of  the  edge  of  the  stone."  Not  only  dors 
the  inscri|)ti()n  resemble  a  Runic  one,  but  the  language  is  soxl 
to  be  mixed  Scandinavian  and  Celtic.     It  has  been  rendered— 


•*  The  cross  of  Naddodd's  daughter  here 
Benres  the  bon  of  ihc  Druid  here." 


'*  Dr.  Oraves,"  one  of  the  exjKirts  in  Ogham  characters  to  whom 
the  inscription  was  submitted,  **iK)ints  out  that  the  Naddodd, 
according  to  the  I^ndndma-bok,  (Ik)ok  of  SettlementX  m-as  a 
famous  Viking  of  the  Faroes,  who  being  on  a  voyage  betwetn 
them  and  Norwav  in  a.d.  S6i,  was  driven  out  of  his  course  bvi 
storm,  and  thus  discovered  Iceland.  He  had  a  grandson 
named  lienir,  who  would  thus  be  the  Benres  of  the  monument, 
the  jKTson  commemorated  in  the  first  part  of  the  inscriptior. 
l)eing  his  mother.  The  name  Mocc^druidis  occurs  in  Adam- 
nan's  Life  of  Si.  Columha  as  the  patronymic  of  Eec  of  Color, 
say."  Three  other  Ogham  inscribed  stones  have  been  t'ound 
in  Shetland,  one  at  Lunnasting,  one  at  Cunningsburgh,  and 
one  at  St.  Ninian's  Isle  ;  and  one  in  the  Orkne)'s  in  the  broch 
of  Burrian. 

In  addition  to  tliesc  Ogham  inscrilK'd  stones,  a  tombstone, 
clearly  from  the  carving  of  Celtic  or  l^ctish  origin,  was,  in 
July,  1877,*  discovered  in  the  graveyard  at  Papil,  in  the  island  of 
Burra,  near  Scalloway,  in  Shetland.  The  stone,  a  slab  of  finelv- 
grained  sandstone,  measures  6  feet  10  inches  in  length,  and  \ahes 
in  breadth  from  i  foot  7  inches  at  the  top  to  i  foot  5  inches  at  the 
bottom,  and  in  thickness  from  li  inches  to  2\  inches.     It  is  only 

'   Proi.  S\of,  Ant.  vol.  xv.  p.  1 19. 
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ed  on  one  side.  At  the  top  is  a  Kloltesc  cross  inclosed  within 
circular  incised  lines ;  below  are  the  figures  of  four  eccie- 
tics  holding  pastoral  staves.  Under  the  ecclesiastics  is  an 
nal,  which  Mr.  Goudie,  who  discovered  the  stone,  says  has  a 
:ain  resemblance  to  a  lion.  It  may  be  intended  for  a  lion 
lesiastical,  but  the  writer  \entures  to  suggest  that  it  may 
'e  been  meant  for  (he  old  Brilish  mastiff,  a  dog  for  which 

■  islands  were  celebrated  in  Roman  days.  Below  the  lion  or 
g,  whichever  it  is,  are  a  couple  of  nondescripts  with  the 
ads  and  feet  of  birds,  and  the  rest  of  their  bodies  human. 
ich  holds  an  axe  over  his  shoulder,  and  their  beaks  are 
iertcd  in  what  appears  to  be  a  human  skull. 

In  the  same  churchyard  at  Papil  another  slab,  5  feet  43  inches 
ng,  by  I  foot  3J  inches  at  us  greatest  width,  and  having  a 
rj'  graceful  crois  incised  on  it,  was  discovered  at  the  same 

Two   s(|aare. shaped  bells  of  broniie   and    iron    have    been 

■  und  in  ihe  Orkneys,  one  at  Savcroiigh,  close  to  Birsay,  and  the 
:hei  in  the  liroch  of  IJiirri^in ;  the  bltcr  measures  aj  inches  in 
i^i|;hi,  2  inches  in  breadlh,  and  i  inch  in  width,  with  a  loop 
andleal  the  top.  These  bells  arc  supposed  to  be  of  Celtic 
lake;  but  bells  of  various  sizes,  fabricated  in  a  somewhat  similar 
)n\  have  been  in  use  in  subsequent  times,  and  arc  even  ^it 
'lepcsent  day  attached  to  sheep,  mules,  and  goats. 

If  the  history  of  the  two  groujis  durinj;  the  Pictish  jjeriod 
•^1  fJt  as  written  records  ^'o,  is  of  the  most  shadowy  kind,  we 
lave  in  the  Pictish  brochs,  Pictish  houses.  lS;c.,  unwritten 
ewids  that  enable  us  to  form  some  sort  of  notion,  vague 
hoiich  it  may  be,  of  what  the  mode  of  life  of  the  original 
-eliit  iiiliabilanls  wa>  like,      'riic'-e  imwritten   records  consist 

'M.  Pictish  brochs, 
^nd.  Picts'  houses. 

yd.   Stone  circles  and  standing  stones. 
4th.  Burial  mounds, 
'  lit.-  Pitlish  bniuglis,  broclis,  towers,  lastles,  or  forts  (hereafter 
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called  brochs),  have  probably  exercised  the  minds  of  anih 
quarians  as  much  as  any  architectural  remains  conccmini; 
which  and  their  Imilders  we  have  so  scanty  written  records^ 

**The  typical  form*  of  the  broch/'  says  Dr.  Anderson,*  the 
Curator  of  the  National  Museum  at  Edinlmrgh,  "is  that  of  a 
hollow  circular  tower  of  dry-lmilt  masonry,  alK>ut  60  I'cct  m 
diameter  and  about  50  feet  high.  Its  wall,  which  is  15  fort 
thick,  is  carried  up  solid  for  about  8  feet,  except  where 
two  or  three  oblong  rhamlnrrs,  with  rudely-vaulted  roofs,  arr 
constructed  in  its  thickness. 

•*  Al)ove  the  height  of  about  8  feet,  the  wall  is  carried  uf 
with  a  hollow  sfwce  of  about  3  feet  wide  l)etween  its  exterior 
and  interior  shell.  This  hollow  si>ace,  at  about  the  height 
of  a  man,  is  ( rossed  horizontally  by  a  roof  of  slabs,  the  upper 
surfaces  of  which  form  the  floor  of  the  sf)ace  above.  This  i> 
reiHjated  at  about  every  5  or  6  feet  of  its  further  height 
These  sj>aces  llius  form  horizontal  galleries,  separated  firotr 
each  other  vertically  l)y  the  slabs  of  their  floors  and  rootx 
The  galleries  run  comjiletely  round  the  tower,  except  that  thev 
are  crossed  by  the  stair,  so  that  each  gallery  o|H:ns  in  front  o! 
the  steps,  anil  its  further  end  is  closed  by  the  back  of  the 
stairc^ise  on  the  same  level. 

**  The  only  oi>ening  to  the  out^ide  of  the  tower  is  the  mam 
entrance,  a  narrow,  tunnel-like  jKissage  15  feet  long,  5  to  6 
leet  in  height,  and  rarely  more  than  3  feet  in  width,  leading 
straight  through  the  wall  on  tlie  ground  level,  and  often  dankeii 
on  either  side  by  guard  chambers  oi)ening  into  it.  This  givr» 
access  to  the  central  area  or  courtyard  of  the  tower,  round  the 
inner  circumference  of  wliich,  in  different  |K)sitions,  arc  placed 
the  entrances  to  the  chambers  on  the  ground-floor,  and  to  the 
staircase  leading  to  tlie  galleries  above.  In  its  external  asfiect 
the  tower  is  a  truncated  (one  of  solid  masonry,  unpierced  bf 
any  opening  save  the  narrow  doorway  :  while  the  central  court 
presents  the  asjKrct  of  a  circular  well  30  feet  in  diameter 
bounded  by  a  per|>endicular  wall  50  feet  high,  and  presenting  at 

*  A  A-.   Sio'.  Ant.  Vol.  xii.  p.  314* 
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intervals  on  the  ground-floor  several  low  and  narrow  doorways, 
giving  access  to  the  chambers  and  stair,  and  above  these 
ranges  of  small  window-like  openings  rising  perpendicularly 
over  each  other  to  admit  light  and  air  to  the  galleries." 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  people,  that,  not  only  were 
these  structures  roofed  over,  but  that  there  were  also  floors. 
Sir  Henry  Dryden, — who  and  Dr.  Anderson  must  be  con- 
sidered the  two  principal  authorities  on  all  questions  relating  to 
the  brochs, — has,  however,  shown  '  that,  after  weighing  carefully 
the  firos  and  the  cons  on  the  subject,  they  can  neither  have  been 
roofed  nor  floored,  and  has  proved  that  the  outward  curvature, 
which  is  noticeable  in  the  case  of  Mousa  from  the  centre  to 
the  lop  of  the  outer  of  the  two  walls,  and  which  at  one  time 
was  supposed  to  have  been  part  of  the  original  plan,  is  due  to 
subsidence. 

How  numerous  these  structures  must  Have  been  at  one 
period  is  shown  by  the  list  0/  them  and  the  map,  showing  their 
distribution  over  the  north  of  Scotland,  attached  to  Anderson's 
paper  in  Vol.  V.  of  the  Archteoiogia  Scolka.  From  these  it 
will  be  seen  that  out  of  a  total  of  374  sites  km 
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Dimensions  op  Brochs  in  ihe  Orkneys,  from  MEASUtuit»T^ 
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What  i-s  the  real  age  of  the  hroilis  is  a  moot  jK)ir 
that  cannot,  on  archx'ological  evidence,  ever  \ki  ?»a:i>lacton 
>ciiled.       Mr.    Samuel    Laing,    .M.P.,'  assigned    a    very   grr 

^  Tmc.  Sio/.  An!,  vol.  vii.  p.  63. 
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ity  to  them,    and  certainly  adduced  very  strong  evi- 

in    support  of  his  thuory.      At    Brcckness,    dose  to 

less,  were,  when    Mr.  Laing  wrote,  still  standing  some 

feet  of  a  broch,  which,  when  entire,  must,  from  the  cur- 

of  the  remaining  portion,  have  had  an  exterior  diameter 
:y-eighi  feet 

.  only  had  the  other  portions  of  the  broch  disappeared,  but 
fifty  feet  at  least  of  the  very  rock  on  which  it  stood  had 
iestroyed  by  the  erosive  action  of  the  sea,  and  that,  too, 
y  no  means  exceptionally  exposed  part  of  the  coast-line. 
;  case  of  the  Okslro  Broch,  near  Blrsay,  a  number  of 
yjntaining  ashes  and  burnt  bones  were  found  deposited 
:  lop  of  the  brocli,  which  shows  that  at  the  time  of  being 
posited  the  rums  of  the  broch  were  probably  a  grass- 
ed mound.  Now,  cremation  must  have  been  given  u|) 
lealhen  practice  by  ihe  middle  of  the  eleventh  century, 
raill,'  in  Ihc  same  volume  of  Ihe  Procecditi^%,  in  a  paper 
;  ■'  Dwtllid^^s  of  the  rrchistoric  Races  of  Orkney."  comes 
:  conclusion  that  deer,  bones  and  horns  of  which  arc 

in  yrcal  profusion  both  in  the  brochs  and  the  PJcis' 
j,  have  been  extinct  in  those  islands  for  2,000  years  at 

and  we  certainly  have  no  mention  of  ihcm  in  the 
j'///j,'rt  Sagii  as  existing  on  the  islands  during  Norse  limes, 
1  we  read  of  the  jiirls  iiunting  hares  and  otters,  and 
ng  moor-fuwj  with  arruws,  and  we  are  told  that  Jarls 
■aid  and  Harald  went  over  every  summer  to  C:^ilhnes^, 
,!  the  red  and  the  rein  deer. 

Icr-son  considers,  that  they  (the  brochs)  were  erected 
;n  the  fifth  and  ninth  CL-nluries,  whilst  Dr.  James  Fer- 
1,-  the  well  known  writer  on  Indian  archilecti 

only  ]ierson  of  eiiiineneo  at  the  present  day,  who  n 
hat  they  were  erected  by  the  Norsemen. 

reasons  may  be  summed  np  as  fdlluws:  — 

v.  Seel.  AnI.  vol.  vji.  y.  420. 

1,114.011'^    Brocki  and  /*<■    Rude  Sh  »j    Mjnuminh    ,■/    Ih.-    O 
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I  St.  That  the  Celts  or  Picts  were  not  sufficiently  civiliwl 
to  have  been  able  to  have  built  such  structures. 

2nd.  That  the  area  in  which  they  have  been  found  i$  co- 
extensive, or  nearly  so,  with  the  territories  occupied  by  the 
Norsemen  on  the  mainland  and  islands  of  Scotland. 

3rd.  That  they  were  built  as  fortified  posts,  which  could  l< 
held,  when  the  rest  of  the  able-bodied  men  were  away  on  raiduu 
cxjKjditions,  by  very  small  garrisons,  to  overawe  the  aborigiu: 
Celtic  jx)pulation. 

4th.  That  the  Norsemen  built  them  of  stone,  and  not,  a* 
they  did  their  buildings  in  Nor>i'ay,  of  wood,  because  the  stone 
was  on  the  spot,  and  the  wood  was  wanting. 

Against  these  conclusions  Anderson  ^  (x^ints  out  that : — 

(i)  No  brochs  are  found  in  Norway  or  in  any  of  the  Vikinc 
colonies,  except  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  that  they  have  been 
found,  outside  the  Norwegian  area,  in  what  is  known  to  have 
been  purely  Celtic  Scotland. 

(2)  That  no  edifices  of  dry-built  masonry  are  known  in  Nor- 
way, either  of  the  Viking  iHjriod  or  previously ;  but  that  such 
edifices  are  characteristic  of  the  Celtic  or  early  Christian 
period,  both  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

(3)  That  there  were  no  vaulted  roofs  of  drv'-built  masonry 
in  Nor>iay,  but  that  they  were  characteristic  features  of  carij 
Celtic  stnicturcs. 

(4)  That  the  implements  found  in  the  brochs  were  CeltK 
and  not  Norse  in  style  and  ty|)e.  The  tortoise  brooch  espe- 
cially, the  most  characteristic  ornamental  relic  of  the  Viking 
period,  having  only  l)een  found  in  one  bnK'h,  and  in  that  case 
the  broch  had  l>een  used  as  a  f)lace  of  sepulture. 

lioth  Anderson  and  Fergusson,  however,  apfK-ar  to  ha%T 
overlooked  one  piece  of  evidence,  which,  in  the  writer's  opinkm, 
l)ears  strongly  against  the  Norse  theory  of  the  erection  of  the 
brochs.  This  is  the  innumerable  cases  of  arson  or  fire-raisins; 
mentioned  in  the  Sa^a^  which  clearly  show  that  the  buildings 
burnt  cannot    have  been  brochs,  and   that   they    must    have 

*  Proc,  Scot.  Ant.  vol.  xiL  p.  314. 
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been  constnicted,  like  ihe  Icelandic  SkAIas,  in  a  great  measure 
of  timber. 

The  numerous  names  of  islands,  voes,  lakes,  and  places  with 
the  prefix  of  Bur,  Buna,  and  Burga,  both  in  the  Orkneys  and 
Shetland,  again,  point  to  the  fact  that  the  Norsemen  on  arriving, 
found  these  brochs  so  scattered  about,  that,  being  a  matter-of- 
fact  race  in  their  nomenclature,  both  of  places  and  people,  they 
spoke  of  the  islands  of  the  broch,  the  voes  of  the  broch,  &c. 
That  they  actually  occupied  some  of  them  we  know  from  the 
case  of  Mousa,  in  which  a  certain  Bjom  Brynulfson  spent  his 
honeymoon,  when  he  fled  from  Norway,  about  the  year  900, 
with  Thora  Koald's  daughter. 

Mousa  was  again  occujiied  two  and  a-half  centuries  later 
much  in  a  similar  manner  by  that  frisky  dowager,  Margaret, 
Countess  of  Athole,  when  she  fled  from  the  Orkneys  with  Eriend 
Ungi,  and  was  besieged  therein  by  her  son,  Jarl  Hnrald,  who 
objected  strongly  to  his  mother's  conduct,  not  merely  in  the  case 
of  Eriend,  but  of  others  as  well. 

That  the  original  inhabitants  of  these  brochs  were  very  far 
removed  from  the  mere  savages,  that  some  people  might  fancy 
them  to  have  been,  is  proved  by  the  implements,  &c.,  which  have 
been  found.  That  they  had  (locks  of  domesticated  animals  is 
shown  by  the  remains  of  the  Celtic  shorthorn  {Jios  /.ongifrons), 
sheep,  and  swine  ;  that  they  cultivated  the  ground  and  grew 
some  sort  of  cereal  produce,  by  the  numerous  stone  querns 
or  hand-mills;  that  they  manufactured  some  kind  of  woollen 
fabrics,  by  the  stone  whorls  used  in  connection  with  the 
distaff,  and  by  the  long-handled  bone  combs,  with  which, 
.Anderson  '  has  pointed  out,  they  must  have  beaten  the  thread 
of  the  weft  together  on  the  upright  loom.  That  they  under- 
stood Ihe  manufacture  of  pottery,  and  that  they  used  stone 
lamps,  rude  imitations  of  Roman  models,  we  also  knoiv.  No 
ctlts  or  stone  weapons  have  been  found  in  connection  with  any 
of  the  brochs.  Those  who  wish  to  know  more  about  them  will 
find  in  Vols.  VII.  IX.  and  XII.  of  the  Prou-tiiitigs  of  ihe  Society 

1   Proc.  Scol.  Am.  vol.  ix.  p,  54S. 
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of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland^  in  Vol.  V.  of  the  Archaohgia  Saiua, 
and  in  Fergusson's  Brocks  and  the  Rude  Stone  Monuminis  tftkt 
Orkney  Islands ^  evr.,  all  the  latest  information  on  the  subject 

The  second  type  of  dwellings,  "  Picts*  Houses,"  must  be 
siilxiivided  again  into  two  classes — i.  Chambered  Mounds  or 
Cairns.  2.  Underground  Chambers,  Eirde-houscs,  Wecms.  or 
Hypof!^(a^  as  Captain  Thomas  has  styled  them. 

In  the  chambered  mounds  of  the  Orkneys,  (there  are  none  w 
far  as  the  writer  is  aware  in  Shetland,)  the  building  generally  coc- 
sists  of  one  large  central  rectangular  apartment,  access  to  whicb 
is  had  by  a  long  narrow  passage,  which,  however,  enlarges  as  i: 
advances.  A  series  of  short  passages  lead  from  the  central 
apartment  into  smaller  rooms  or  cells,  likewise  rectangnbr. 
This,  at  least,  is  the  case  in  all  the  Orc^idian  chambered -mounds 
except  that  of  Maes  Howe,  where,  instead  of  cells  or  subsiduri 
apartments,  we  fmd  cui)boards,  or  f)ress-l)eds,  as  the  Scotcb 
would  term  them,  constnictod  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall 
The  roofs,  both  of  the  ( entral  afvirtment  and  of  the  side  cells 
or  chambers,  are  beehive  in  shape,  l)eing  formed  by  stone* 
gradually  overlapping  till  at  last  a  single  stone  sulBces  to 
close  the  ajKTture. 

The  building  once  erected,  the  superincumbent  earth,  which 
now  forms  the  mound,  was  piled  up  against  and  pretty  neariT 
over  it,  f)robably  only  a  small  aperture  being  left  for  the  escape 
of  smoke  and  for  ventilation,  and  a  retaining  wall  built  round 
the  edge  of  the  mound. 

Ver\'  few  implements,  weajions,  or  remains  of  any  sort,  hate 
l)een  found  in  any  of  the  Orcadian  chamlnrred-mounds,  prob- 
ably they  were  all  broken  into  and  (lea red  out,  as  we  know  to 
have  been  the  case  with  Maes  Howe,  bv  the  Norsemen.  Andcr- 
son  says,*  that  "breaking  a  how,*'  partly  in  the  hope  of  finding: 
treasure,  and  partlv  to  show  that  thev  were  not  afraid  of  the 
evil  sj)irils,  who  were  suj»|K><e<l  to  hold  wanl  and  watch  over 
such  f)la(  es,  was  a  common  exploit  amongst  the  Norsemen. 

The  underground  ri(  ts'    Houses  —  Kirde   Houses,    Weems, 

Ork.  Sa:;.  latn.  p.  civ. 


THE  FICTISH  OR  PREHISTORIC  PERIOD. 


r 

Pwt  Hypogia—cat\%\sx.  of  one  or  more  irregularly-shaped 
lumbers  excavaled  below  the  surface,  access  to  which  is  had 
by  a  sloping  passage  from  the  surface ;  the  sides  of  both 
passages  and  chambers  being,  where  not  cot  out  of  the  rock, 
walled  up ;  and  the  chambers  being  roofed  in  by  large  slabs 
resting  on  pillars  in  some  cases,  and  in  others  by  flags  grad- 
ually overlapping  till  a  rude  conical  roof  is  formed.  The 
passages  are  covered,  in  some  cases  by  flagstones  resting  on 
the  tops  of  passage  walls,  and  in  others  by  the  flags  being 
placed  sea  lor- wise. 

In  one  excavated  by  Captain  Thomas '  at  Saveroch,  near 
Kirkwall,  were  found  the  bones  of  sheep  (of  the  small  native 
breed),  skulls  of  cattle,  head  and  horns  of  deer,  large  bone 
of  a  whale,  and  (juanlilies  of  shells  of  periwinkle,  oyster, 
scallop,  common  whelk,  purpura,  and  limpet,  and  bone  imple- 

Anderson  is  of  opinion  that  the  chambcred-mounds  are 
earlier  than  the  brochs,  but  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether 
the  underground  habitations  are  of  earlier  or  later  date,  although 
the  probability  is  that  they  are  earlier. 

Stone  Circles. — Of  these  in  the  Orkneys,  there  are  only  two, 
the  Rings  of  Brogar  and  Stenness,  both  of  which  will  be  more 
fully  described  further  on. 

In  Shetland  we  find  three  stone  circles  in  Unst,  and  two  in 
Fetlar,  but  whereas  in  the  Orkneys  the  stones  forming  the 
rircks  are  huge  monoliths  =el  on  end,  in  the  norlliern  isles  thj 
ritfles  are  composed  of  smaller  stones  laid  in  concentric  ring^ 
flat  on  the  grovmd. 

.SttinJinff  StiiiifS. — These  arc  scattered  aljoul  in  great  pro- 
Tusion  both  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  and,  whether 
originally  set  up  by  the  I'icts  or  not,  seemed  to  have  been  used 

lawman    of  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  made  in   the  month 
of  Tune,  1514,  on  a  sale  to  Sir  William  Sinikiir  of  the  herii.igc 

'  Ar(hu^.->l<,_^ia.  vol,  xx«iv. 

'  MacL'tiizii:\  Grievanets^  Ai'pcndiXn  p.  v. 
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of  one  Nicoll  Frascr,  that  the  said  NicoU  Fraser  had  cited 
uncle  Alexander  Fraser  to  exercise  the  right  of  pre-empci 
which  the  Odal  law  gave  him  "  divers  and  sindrie  tymis. 
courttis  and  heid-stenis.** 

Burial  Mounds, — These  are  very  numerous  both  in 
Orkneys  and  Shetland  ;  in  the  former  islands,  Captain  Thoi 
estimated,  that  over  two  thousand  might  be  numbered,  wl 
he  wrote.  He  divided  them  firstly  into  two  classes,  the  bo 
shaped  barrows,  which  he  considered  to  be  Celtic,  and 
conoid-shajxid,  which  he  believed  to  Ixi  Scandinavian.  1 
bowl-shaped  barrows  he  subdivided  into  four  classes — first, 
inches  high,  and  7  or  8  feet  in  diameter,  containing  one  d 
second,  4  feet  high,  1 2  feet  in  diameter,  and  also  contain! 
only  one  cist ;  third,  6-10  feet  high,  25-30  feet  in  diameter,  a 
containing  one  cist ;  fourth,  4  feet  high,  20  feet  in  diaroct 
and  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  rough  stones.  It  is  now  consider 
doubtful  whether  any  chronological  classification  of  barrows 
cairns,  according  to  their  external  form,  is  possible,  aiul  cai 
example  must  be  judged  by  the  evidence  of  its  contaifM 
relics. 

Both  interments  in  a  crouching  ix)sition, — due  either  i 
the  corpses  not  having  l)een  streaked,  or  to  the  shortness  ( 
the  cists, — and  by  cremation,  seem  to  have  been  practise 
indifferently. 


ijONO-HAsniED  cnim 
Krom  Uie  Broch  of  Burrian. 


CHAPTER  II, 
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Onr  sidf  of  Ihc  pUturi  :~ 
"  The  hardy  Norseman's  house  of  >'ore 
Was  on  Ihe  foiming  wave  ; 
And  there  he  galhered  bright  renown. 
The  bravest  of  tlie  brave  ; 
Oil !  ne'er  should  we  forget  our  sirca. 


Wher. 


m:,}-h 


They  bravely  won  a  jj'allant  u; 
And  ruled  the  stormy  sea.'' 


This  [wrtion  of  tlie  hiistory  of  tht  Orkneys  and  .Shetland 
i^ist  be  subdivided  into  four  u|)uchs  or  eras  ;  The  Norse  Jarls, 
i-D,  Sj2 — 1231  ;  tlie  Earls  of  the  Angus  line,  1231 — 13^1; 
^le  Earis  of  the  Stratfierne  line,  1321 — 1371);  and  the  Earls 
'''he  St.  Clair  line,  1379— 146R. 
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Ikfore  entering,  however,  \x\yor\  the  more  historical  aspect  of 
this  jKTiod,  it  may  be  as  well  to  cndcAvour  to  put  before  the 
reader  some  sort  of  notion  of  how  society  was  constituted  and 
governed  amongst  those  Scandinavian  i)eoj)le  who  conquered, 
if  they  did  not  actually  exterminate,  the  original  Celtic  or 
Pictish  inhabitants  of  these  northern  islands. 

Society  amongst  the  Norsemen  in  early  years  must  have  been 
formed  on  a  sort  of  quasi-jxitriarchal  re])ublican  type,  of  which 
in  the  Transvaal  at  the  present  day  we  have  the  modem 
analogue. 

The  source  or  fountain,  from  which  all  honour  and  rights  oi 
proj)erty  were  derived,  lying  in  the  land  itself,  the  first  oca»- 
|)ancy  of  which  was  held  to  confer,  as  it  were,  a  patent  ot 
nobility  on  all  descendants  of  the  first  |K)ssessor.  The  teniat 
for  life  was  the  Oddalier,  or  Udaiier,  as  in  more  modem  times 
he  has  come  to  l>e  called,  a  name  derived  from  ( klal.  Allodium^ 
as  contradistinguished  from  Feodum^  whilst  his  male  descend- 
ants were  Odal-born,  having  rights  in  futuro  over  their  father^t 
land  or  real  im)i)erty  of  which  they  were  unable  to  di%*e^t 
themselves.  Society  was  thus  divided  into  two  classes  the 
Odal-l)om,  or  Freemen,  and  the  Thralls,  Serfs,  or  Un-free. 
Originally,  no  doubt,  the  latter  class  consisted  of  slaves  cap- 
tured in  war,  but,  in  later  vears,  it  was  held  to  include  ail 
jK'rsons  who  had  no  interest  in  land,  either  present  or  prospec- 
tive. An  Odaller's  real  estate,  on  his  decease,  became  c«]tiilh 
divisible  amongst  all  his  family  ;  the  only  privilege  accorded  to 
seniority  being  that  the  eldest  son  could  claim  the  Head  BmiL, 
or  Chemis  place,  i.e.  the  chief  manor  or  farm.  If  disputes  arose 
as  to  the  due  division  of  the  pro]>erty,  it  was  settled  by  a 
Schynd.  or  incjuest  held  by  the  Odallers  who  constituted  the 
local  Thirty  or  court  of  the  district. 

Not  only  was  an  Odaller  unable  to  give  or  leave  any  of  hi* 
family  any  preferential  share,  but  he  was  unable  to  dispose  of  anT 
of  his  property.  cxrei)t  wliat  lay  within  cities,  unless  he  could 
show  extreme  |H)verty  as  the  reason  for  his  so  doing;  and 
then  only  alter  citing  his  next  of  kin  to  exercise  their  right  ot 
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pre-emption,  and  such  next  of  kin  had  refused  lo  avail  themselves 
of  such  right.  The  purchaser,  however,  even  when  all  these 
formalities  had  been  gone  through,  had  by  no  means  acquired 
an  indefeasible  title,  as  the  vendor  ond  his  descendants  could 
claim  to  redeem  (he  property,  no  matter  al  what  lapse  of  time 
after  the  sale  ;  and  if  the  person  in  whom  was  vested  the  right 
of  redemption  was  unable  lo  do  so,  the  Odal-born  nearest  in 
succession,  who  chose,  might  exercise  the  right.  The  right, 
too,  could  be  exercised  not  only  as  against  the  original  pur- 
chaser and  his  representative,  but  even  against  those  Odal-born 
who  had  already  availed  themselves  of  it,  but  were  further  in 
succession  from  the  original  vendor  than  the  would-be  redeemer 
for  the  time  being. 

Such  right  also  could  only  be  citerrised  for  the  sole  benefit 
of  the  person  availing  himself  of  it,  and  could  not  be  used  as 
a  means  of  transferring  the  property  to  any  third  party ;  and  if 
the  then  holder  of  the  land  had  any  doubt  of  the  bona  fidei  of 
the  would-be  redeemer,  he  could  put  him  on  his  oath  that  the 
transaction  was  a  genuine  one  for  the  sole  benefit  of  himself. 

Not  only  was  the  right  to  redemption  thus  hanging  over 
land  for  an  indefinite  period,  but  the  price  payable  on  redemp- 
tion was  limited  to  the  amount  given  to  the  first  vendors,  and 
all  increment  or  increase  in  value  since  the  original  salt- 
was  lost. 

A  more  perfect  system  of  land  tenure  for  retarding  the 
development  of  a  countrj'  could  hardly  have  been  devised  ; 
and,  luckily,  so  far  as  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  arc  concerned, 
it,  whether  by  fair  or  foul  means  wc  need  not  stop  lo  inquire, 
has  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Even  the  Crown  of  Norway  seems  to  have  been  held  at 
times  under  a  sort  of  quasi-Odal  law,  and  the  effects  of  the 
system  on  the  Jaridora  of  Orkney  are  seen  in  the  constant 
succession  of  family  murders  with  which  the  history  of  the  Norse 
Jarls  of  Orkney  presents  us.  The  succession  to  the  Jarldom, 
however,  required  confirmation  by  the  King  of  Norway,  hence 
the   many  visits  paid   by    the   Jaris   to    the    mother   country. 
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When  society  began  to  emerge  from  the  original  patriarchal 
republican  form,  and  became  gradually  merged  into  a  monarchT. 
Skat  or  land-tax,  of  which  more  will  l)e  heard  further  on. 
was  levied  on  all  Odal  lands  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Crown 
and  the  exiienses  of  government,  and  this,  till  Christianity  wa* 
established  and  tithes  were  started,  seems  to  have  been  the 
only  imiK)st  to  which  land  was  liable.  Skat  was  {laid  b% 
the  Odallcrs  within  Earldom  to  the  Earl,  and  by  him  to  the 
King. 

The  Odallcrs  and  Odal-bom  constituted  the  Althing^  jnriij 
ment  or  general  assembly  of  the  jHiople,  where  originally  Kin^ 
Jarl,  and  Odaller  alike  met  on  a  common  footing  and  on  i 
similar  level.  The  Althing  met  regularly  2X  Jol^  or  Yule-cidt. 
answering  to  our  Christmas,  at  Vor^  or  spring-time,  and  wa* 
occasionally  summoned  for  the  transaction  of  sfiecial  business 
at  other  jxiriods  by  sending  round  the  Cross,  or  Stefn-bod,  In 
the  Orkneys  the  Al-thing  was  presided  over  by  the  Lavmmu. 
This  officer  was  originally  apjx)inted  by  the  Al-thing  itselt. 
but  afterwards  by  the  King  or  Jarl,  to  keep  the  liook  of  the 
Laws  and  ratify  all  decrees  by  ap|)ending  the  official  seal  of  the 
islands  of  which  he  was  kee|)cr. 

The  Foud  of  Zetland,  originally  the  collector  of  the  Skat 
and  the  Mulcts  or  lines,  but  afterwards  with  duties  analogous  to 
those  of  the  I-awman  of  Orkney,  to  whom,  however,  he  was  suh- 
ordinate,  presided  over  the  Al-thing  of  the  northern  groupv  which 
was  held  originally,  according  to  tradition,  at  IkiUiasta  in  Unst 
and  aften^'ards  on  what,  till  ijuite  recent  years,  was  a  holm  in  the 
I^Kh  of  Tingwall,  just  under  the  Manse,  but  which,  since  the 
level  of  the  loch  has  l>een  lowered  by  drainage,  has  now  becooit 
a  |K»rtion  of  the  shore.  Where  the  On  adian  Al-thing  was  hcW 
seems  uncertain.  Ikilfour  states  it  was  held  at  Stenness.  aini 
aften^ards  at  St.  Magnus  Cathedral,  on  what  grounds  he  does 
not  mention.  It  is  not  exjiressly  stated  in  the  Orkneyiwg* 
Saga  where  the  Thingstead  was,  though  it  is  mentioned  x* 
l)cing  in  the  Mainland  (//nw^'v).  and  three  Thing  meetings  ■« 
recorded  as  having  l)een  held  at  Kirkwall,  two  by  Jarl  Rogn^-akL 
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andocicbyJarlErlend,  Harald'sson;  there  is  also  a  reference  lo 

a  Tfiingui-oU,  which  may  or  may  noi  have  been  the  "  Tyngwall 
in  Rendale,"  mentioned  in  a  Rental  of  the  Lord  Sinclair  who 
wfts  sUin  at  Flodden.  The  Al-thing  was  not  only  the  supreme 
legislative  assembly  where  all  questions  of  policy  or  taxation 
were  settled,  but  was  also  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  having 
cognisance  in  both  civil  and  criminal  matters  and  settling  ail 
qneslions  of  Manbote,  or  blbod-money,  jiayable  in  cases  of 
murder,  lo  the  relalives  of  the  murdered  man,  where  they  had 
not  availed  themselves  of  the  lex  talionis,  which  Scandinavian 
custom  recognised  as  lawful,  and,  indeed,  where  no  Manbote 
had  been  paid,  as  compulsory. 

In  addition  to  the  Al-thing  each  herarfi  district  or  parish 
held  a  number  of  Things  for  specific  purposes,  each  of  which 
was  designated  from  the  end  for  which  it  was  summoned :  a 
Hirdman's  Thing  being  a  wajienschaw  or  assemblage  of 
warriors ;  a  Law  Thing,  a  court  of  petty  sessions  and  small  debts 
court,  presided  over  by  the  Under-foad,  m  after  limes  to 
l)ecome  the  bailie  of  the  parish,  which  had  cognisance  of 
minor,  civil,  and  criminal  matters,  but  had  no  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  murder  and  mayhem,  which  were  reserved  to  the 
Ai-thing.  The  reader  who  is  desirous  of  further  information 
as  to  the  laws,  &c.,  of  the  old  Norsemen  will  find  it  in 
Mackenzie's  Grievances,  in  the  introduction  to  the  English 
translation  of  the  Hcimskringla,  in  Balfour's  Oppressions,  and, 
best  of  all,  in  Dasent's  introduction  to,  and  in  the  S/iga  itself 
of  Burnt  Njal ;  and  the  lawyer,  ir 
the  !et;al  proceedings  therein   i 


rigid  technicalities  of 
.■ill  be  reminded  bow 


wn  English  practice  was  till  i]iiite  recent  years. 

The  Nerse  Jarls. 

We  are  told  in  the  Sagas — oral  traditions  of  the  Norscmei 
afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  and  thus  becoming  permanet 
records,  of  which  Samuel  Laing  the  elder  enumerates  ov. 
forty  as  being  historical — that  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  wei 
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occupied  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  eighth  century  by 
the  Vikings  or  Scandinavian  buccaneers^  as  head-(iuartcn 
from  which  to  ravage,  not  only  the  adjacent  shores  of  Brit^ir 
and  Ireland,  but  also  the  coast  of  Norway.  Here  pcrha}rt  ;! 
may  be  as  well  to  point  out  that  the  word  Viking  should  not 
be  pronounced  Viking  but  Vik-ing  (Veek-ing),  the  derivatio- 
l)eing  from  the  Icelandic  Vik  (Danish,  JV*;),  a  bay,  Thi  Wick, 
par  excellcrtic,  being  the  great  bay  between  Norway  and 
(Gotland,  of  which  Christiania  is  the  head. 

A.b.  872.  About  this  i>eri(xl  the  original  settlers,  if  such  frtv 
l)0oters,  whose  home  was  chiefly  "  on  the  foaming  wave,"  car 
be  termed  settlers,  were  largely  augmented  by  the  numerous 
Odallers,  whom  Harald  Harfagri  (fair-haired)  had  dis(X)sscsscd 
of  their  estates  in  Nonvav,  and  who  had  fled  thence  to  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetland,  and  even  to  Iceland. 

Having  established  his  supremacy  in  Norway,  Harak: 
Harfagri  resolved  tt)  clear  out  the  piratical  hordes,  who,  fn»ni 
their  sea-girt  haunts  in  the  Western  Haf,  kept  ravaging  thr 
long  fiord-indented  coast-line  of  his  newly-created  kingdoni. 
and  for  this  purjMjse  sailed  westward  with  a  strong  fleet,  ac- 
companied by  R()gnvald,  son  of  Kystein  (ilumra  (the  louti 
talking),  who  had  aided  him  in  becoming  the  sole  monarch  t-: 
the  Norwegian  soil,  and  whom  for  his  services  he  had  crcaicO 
Jarl  or  Y;\\\  of  Mceri.  Rognvald  had  six  sons,  three  l)y  hi* 
wife  Ragnhild,  and  three  by  c<jncubines.  Of  the  three  legiti- 
mate sons  Ivar  was  the  eldest ;  Thorir  the  Silent,  who  succeeded 
his  father  as  Karl  of  M(eri,  the  second  ;  and  Hr6lf  the  Ganger 
or  Walker,  the  third,  who  was  great-great-great-grandfathCT 
of  our  own  William  the  Norman,  of  illustrious  if  not  pious 
memory.  The  three  illegitimate  ones  were  Hallad,  HrolLiug. 
and  Ijnar,  aftenvartls  Torf  Kinar. 

Har.ild  Harfagri  swept  the  seas  of  the  Vikings,  and,  in  con- 

siderati<»n   of   his  son   Ivan   having  been  slain  in   one  of  the 

many  fights  that  oc(  urred  during  the  purifying  prcK*ess,  offered 

Rognvald   the  Jarldom   of  Orkney  and  Shetland  {IfjaltianiS^ 

'  Sec  .\piHrrKlix  .\,  p.  579,  as  to  the  long-ship  {Lattpkibtt)  of  Viking  times. 
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waiving  all  claim  for  skat  or  tribute,  and  solely  on  the  condi- 
tion of  suppressing  the  Vikings — a  tenure,  by  the  way,  which 
seems  to  have  been  construed  as  meaning  merely  to  prevent 
the  ravaging  tht  Norwegian  coasl-line,  as  the  plundering  ex- 
peditions in  the  British  seas  seem  to  have  gone  on  during  the 
whole  period,  during  which  the  Norse  jails  held  sway  in  the 
Oriineys.  Rognvald  declined  the  proiiered  honour  and  ])re- 
ferred  to  return  to  Norway.  He  was  allowed,  however,  lo 
hand  over  his  sovereign's  gift  to  his  brother  Sigurd,  who 
had  been  Harald's  forecastleman  or  flag-captain,  and  who 
thus  became  the  first  of  those  Norse  Jarls  who  ruled  over  tlie 
Orkneys  and  Shetland  combined,  with  a  few  slight  breaks,  when 
iheir  sovereigns  themselves  resumed  the  reins,  for  321  years,  and 
river  the  Orknevs  alone  for  a  further  period  of  thirty-si\  vcar'^ 
and  whose  deeds  and  styings  are  chronicled  for  us  in  the 
SagOi  as  thost  ot  no  other  contemporarj  rultrs  not  Scind 
na\ian  irt  Sigurd  did  not  enjoy  his  earldom  for  long  mett 
mg  with  his  death  by  an  accident  thai  showed  the  sa\ij,er)  ot 
tht  iinitb  Humt,  entnpiK.d  Melbngda  lonn  1  Votlish 
Mormatr  or  noble  so  called  from  a  buck  or  projecting 
tooth  into  1  conference  and  slam  him  somewhtri.  to  lit 
<;oiith  of  the  borders  of  Suihtrhnd  he  fistentd  the  htid 
ot  his  opponent  to  his  saddlt  bow  and  in  (,allopmg  honit 
tht  bucktooth  scratched  his  leg,  and  seems  to  have  n.t 
up  somt  sort  of  blood  poisonint,  from  which  he  ditd 
(juttorm  his  son  succeeded  him  but  barclj  suriin.d  bis 
father  a  tear  ujion  which  Hallad  was  appointed  larl  ol 
Orknc)  Hallad  however  was  not  man  enough  for  the 
]  osition  and  hndmg  the  A  ikin^s  too  many  for  him  t,i\e 
up  his  Jarldoin  m  disgust  and  returned  to  Norway  Ko^n\-ild 
then  sent  his  \ount,est  son  Limr  who  we  are  told  was  a  tall 
man  u},l)  ind  with  onlj  one  cje  but  that  a  piercer  and  wbi 
though  the  lienjamm  of  the  family  in  years  was  anything  but 
the  Benjamin  in  his  fathers  affections  Einar  soon  with  the 
aid  of  the  Shetlanders  suppressed  the  \  ikint,s  and  seems  t 
hase  ruled  fairlj  and  wisely    and  having  taught  the  people  the 
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use  of  peat  for  fuel,  ac(iuire<l  the  sobriquet  of  Torf  by  which 
he  has  ever  since  l>een  known. 

Harald  Harfagri,  amongst  other  sons,  had  two  named 
H^lfddn  Hdlegg  (high  legs)  and  Gudrod  Liomi  (glean i 
who  grew  up  turbulent  niffians,  amongst  other  exploits  bumifu 
Jarl  Rognvald,  their  father's  friend,  with  sixty  of  his  men  ai 
Mceri.  Gudrod  arranged  the  matter  with  his  father,  Kin^ 
Harald,  but  Hdlfddn  fled  to  the  Orkneys,  upon  which  Eiiur 
retired  temiK)rarily  to  Scotland,  whence,  however,  he  soon 
returneti,  when  a  l>attle  ensued  in  North  Konaldsay  (Rinansn^ 
between  the  rivals,  in  which  Hdlfddn  was  beaten.  After  tht 
battle  Einar  is  rejwrted  to  have  sung  this  song  : — 

'*  Why  arc  not  the  s|x»r-shafls  flying 
From  the  hands  of  Ilrolf  anil  Hrollaag, 
Thickly  'gainst  the  press  of  warriors  ? 
Now,  my  father  I  I  avenge  thee. 
While  we  here  arc  closed  in  battle, 
SitN  Earl  Thorir  all  the  evening. 
Silent  o'er  his  cheerlc>s  drink." 

How  Einar  must  have  '*  chortled  '*  over  the  irony  of  eircnts 
which  left  his  father's  death  to  l>e  avenged  by  himself^  the 
Pariah  and  rejected  of  the  family.  The  next  day  Hilfdin 
was  captured,  and  was  slain  Norse  fashion,  by  having  a  blood 
eagle  cut  on  his  back,  i.e.  having  his  ril)s  severed  from  his 
l)ackb<)ne  and  his  heart  and  lungs  torn  out. 

For  the  death  of  his  son  Hdlfddn  Harald  Harfagri  imposed  i 
fine  of  sixty  marks  of  gold  on  the  islands,  which  Kinar  |Kiid  on 
behalf  of  the  Odallers  {Ba'fidr)^  on  ha\*ing  all  the  Odal  lands 
transferred  to  him,  and  from  this  time  the  Odallers'  rights  re- 
mained in  pledge  to  the  Jarldom  till  the  time  of  Sigurd 
the  Stout. 

Torf  Einar  is  supiM)sed  to  have  died  somewhere  about 
A.D.  910,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  sons  Amkell,  Erlend,  and 
Thorlinn  Hausakliiif  (skull-splitter).  .Arnkell  and  Erlcnd  tfiell 
in  l>attle  in  England  with  King  Ein'k  lilodox  (bloody  axe)  in 
the  year  950.  ui>on  which  Thorfinn  became  sole  JarL    Thorfinn 
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lio,  says  the  Saga,  was  a  great  and  warlike  chief,  was  buried 
1  Hoxa,  in  South  Ronaldsay,  and  left  five  sons,  Hdvaid 
.rsceli  (blessed  with  good  seasons),  Hlodver,  Li<5t,  Skiili,  and 

Amfinn  had  married  Ragnhild,  the  daughter  of  Eirflc 
Iddox  and  his  infamous  consort  Gunnhild,  and  worthy  of  the 
lother  who  bore  her. 

Amfinn  she  murdered  at  Murkle,  in  Caithness ;  then  she 
larried  Hivard,  and,  tiring  of  him,  incited  his  nephew  Einar 
IKning  (buttered  bread)  to  slay  him,  which  he  did  at  Stenness, 
Idvard  slain,  Ragnhild  refused  to  marry  Einar  Klfning  as  she 
ad  promised,  and  incited  another  nephew  of  H^vard,  Einar 
lardlciopt  (hard-mouthed)  to  slay  his  cousin,  and  for  a  similar 
uerdon.  Einar  Klinirg  slain,  Einar  Hardkiopt  was  in  his 
im  slain  by  his  uncle  Liot,  who,  bold  man,  had  himself 
larried  Ragnhild  with  the  blood  of  two  of  his  brothers  on  her 
ands.  Liot  and  Skuli  now  fell  out,  and  the  latter  was  slain 
I  the  battle  which  ensued  at  Dale,  in  Caithness,  Lfot,  how- 
i-er,  did  not  long  survive  his  brother,  but  died  from  wounds 
;ceived  in  a  fight  with  a  Scotch  chieftain  named  Magbiod. 
Ilodver  was  therefore  now  sole  Jarl,  and  of  the  five  brothers 
as  the  only  one  who  died  a  natural  dealb. 

He  was  succeeded  about  980  by  his  son  Sigurd  the  Stout, 
hose  mother,  Audna,  "  was  a  wise  woman,"  and  made  for  him 
le  enchanted  raven  batiner,  which  brought  victory  to  the  side 
n  which  it  was  tlown,  but  death  to  the  bearer. 

The  ei'ent  of  Sigurd's  reign  was  the  conversion  of  himself 
nd  his  people  to  Christianity  in  the  following  rough  and  ready 
anner:— Olaf  Ttyggvi's  son,  then  King  of  Norway,  had,  in 
le  course  of  a  Viking  raid,  been  converted  to  Christianity, 
id,  like  all  "verts,"  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  make  every 
le  else  follow  his  example.  Having  caught  Sigurd  in 
,e  year  995  unexpectedly  at  Asmundanag,  Osmondwall  in 
'agaland,  now  South  Walls,  the  Christian  monarch  threatened 

slay  Hundi,  Sigurd's  son,  before  his  father's  eyes,  unless  the 
irl  and  his  people  embraced  the  true  faith  and  were  baptised. 
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The  argument  was  convincing,  but  Christianity  can  only  hau 
l)ccn  skin  deep,  if  that,  amongst  these  Norse  rovers  for  lor^ 
aften^ards. 

To  make  sure  of  Si^'urd  and  the  tribute  which,  along  witr 
the  Christianity,  he  had  exacted,  Olaf  carried  Hundi  away  w:!: 
him  to  Norway,  where  the  latter  died.  After  his  son*s»  dci:h. 
Sigurd  gave  up  paying  the  tribute,  and  prolwbly  rcla(>scd  ict:' 
his  old  heathen  practices,  as  in  the  battle  of  Clontarf,  where 
the  old  and  the  new  faiths  fought  it  out  for  the  la>t  time, 
wc  find  Sigurd  on  the  side  <jf  the  heathen.  Brian  Boroime.  the 
Brian  lk)ru  of  one's  school-days,  was  then  King  of  Munstc^ 
a  Christian,  and  apparently  resi)ected  alike  by  friend  and  fuc 

Years  before  he  had  been  divorced  from,  or  (tartcd  with,  ha 
(^ueen  Kormlada,  an  injuria  sprettt  forffue  she  seems  never  !o 
have  forgiven. 

Through  her  instninientality,  and  bribed  alike  by  the  promise 
of  her  hand,  Sigurd,  and  IJrodir,  a  Viking  leader,  who.  ha^iiu 
once  been  in  deacon's  orders,  had  relapsed  into  idolatry*.  cR 
gaged  to  attack  Brian.  Of  the  battle  that  ensued  we  ha%c  i 
vivid  picture  in  the  Xiiil  Sii\;a.^ 

The  fight  took  place  on  (iood  Friday,  the  23rd  of  Apnl. 
1014.  and  in  it  Brian,  who  had  conscientious  objections  t  • 
|K'rsonally  fighting  on  such  a  fast-day,  took  no  acn^i 
|>art.  having  a  s/iitiJ-i'uri^,  or  ring  of  men  with  their  shieki« 
locked,  thrown  round  for  his  defence.  Sigurd,  who  hjci 
been  |>erforniing  prcjdigies  of  valour,  on  two  of  the  beartT» 
of  the  enchanted  raven  banner  being  slain,  ordered  tw^ 
others  to  bear  it,  who  both  refused,  Hrafn  the  Red  telling 
him,  **  Ikar  thy  own  devil  thyself."  Sigurd,  obser\'iB^ 
that  **'Tis  fittest  the  beggar  should  l>ear  the  Iwg,**  took  the 
banner  from  the  staff  and  wrapped  it  round  him.  He  «i* 
almost  immediately  afterwards  slain,  either  by  a  random  s{H:ar.  x* 
the  Siii^ii  states,  or  by  Munadh,  a  son  of  Brian,  according  to  th< 
Irish  accounts.     Sigurd  being  slain,  a  regular  stamijede  endued 

*  JiiifHt  Xja/  .Vj^'j,  vol.  ii.  p.  533. 
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amongst  the  Norsemen,  in  the  course  of  which  Hrafn  llie  Red 
fell  into  a  river,  and,  in  his  terror,  fancying  all  the  devils  from 
hell  wtre  dragging  him  clown,  appealed  to  St  Peter  in  the 
following  words: — ^"Thy  dog,  Apostle  Peler,  has  run  twice 
10  Rome,  and  he  would  run  a  third  time  if  thou  gavest  bim 
leave."  Peter  no  doubt  heard  the  prayer,  for  Hrafn  some  time- 
after  bore  the  news  of  the  fight  to  Flosi,  the  leader  of  the 
Burners,  then  staying  in  the  southern  Hebrides  with  Jarl 
Gilli.  Thorslein,  an  Icelander,  who  stopped  in  his  flight  to 
rie  his  shoe-strings,  on  being  asked  by  Kerthialfad  why  he 
did  not  nm  like  the  rest,  gave  the  quaint  answer,  "  Because 
1  can't  get  home  to-night,  since  I  am  at  home  out  in  Ice- 
land" The  reply  probably  tickled  the  native  sense  of  humour 
of  the  Irish  chief,  as  he  gave  Thorslein  quarter.  Brodir 
had,  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  been  put  to  flight  by 
Wolf  the  Quarrelsome,  and  lay  hid  in  a  wood  till  lie  saw  ihu 
greater  part  of  the  Irish  forces  engaged  in  pursuit,  when  he 
rushed  forth,  broke  through  the  shield-burg,  and  slew  Brian, 
He  was  afterwards  captured  alive,  and  put  to  death  by  Wolf 
the  Quarrelsome,  who  "cut  open  his  belly,  and  led  him 
round  and  round  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  so  wound  all  his 
entrails  out  of  him,  .inij   he  did  not  die  before  they  were  all 

Portents  and  omens  all  through  the  northern  seas  announced 
10  the  Norsemen  that  the  day  had  gone  against  them.  Daurnid, 
a  man  in  Caithness,  saw  twelve  witches  weaving  the  woof  of 
war.  of  which  human  entrails  were  the  warp  and  weft,  men'> 
heads  the  weights,  a  .sword  the  shuttle,  and  arrows  the  reels, 
.\fter  completing  their  ghastly  work,  they  each  lore  away  a 
portion  and  lied,  six  .south,  and  si\  north.  The  weird  son:: 
of  the  wiiches  Gray  has  paraphrased  in  his  FaUil  Sisters  :  — 


(Ha-.le,  the  loam  of  hell  prepare), 
lion  sleet  of  aiiony  bIiowlT 
Hurtles  in  tlie  ilnrten'd  ciir. 
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**  Glitrring  Unces  are  the  loom 

Where  the  dusky  warp  we  strain. 
Weaving  many  a  soKlier's  doom — 
Orkney's  woe,  and  RandverV  Ume. 

**  Sec  the  ^isly  texture  grow  I 

(*Tis  uf  human  entrails  made). 

And  the  weights  that  play  below, 

Mach  a  gasping  warrior's  head. 

•*  Shafts  for  shuttles,  dipped  in  gore. 
Shoot  the  trembling  conln  along. 
Swonl,  that  once  a  monarch  bore. 
Keep  the  tissue  close  and  strong ! 

*'  Mista  black,  terrific  maid, 
Singrida  and  Hilda,  see. 
Join  the  wayward  work  to  aid, 
*Ti*  the  woof  of  victorv. 

"  Ere  the  ruddy  sun  be  set. 

Pikes  must  shiver,  javelins  >ing, 
lilade  with  clattering  buckler  meet. 
Hauberk  crash,  and  helmet  ring. 

**  (Weave  the  crimson  web  of  war) 
Let  us  j;o,  nnd  let  ns  fly. 
Where  our  friends  the  onflict  share. 
Where  they  triumph,  ^here  they  tiii 

'*  As  the  juths  of  fate  we  tread, 

Wading  through  th'  ensanguined  field, 
Gondula,  and  (ieira,  spread 

O'er  the  youthful  king  your  shield. 

•  *  We  the  reins  to  slauj^hter  give. 
Ours  \'-\  kill,  and  ours  to  spare : 
Spite  rf  danger  he  vhall  live 
(Weave  the  crimson  web  of  war  . 


<< 


They  whom  once  the  desert-beach 
Pent  within  its  black  domain, 

S(K>n  their  ample  sway  shall  >»tretch 
O'er  the  plenty  of  the  plain. 

I  ow  the  danntle^s  carl  is  I.ii<l, 
Gored  with  many  a  gaping  wound  : 

Fate  demands  a  nobler  head  : 
Sfton  a  king  shall  bite  the  groand. 


THE  NORSE  PERIOD. 

"  Long  hb  lo^s  thnll  Erin  WMp, 
Ne'er  ngxin  biii  Ukcne»  s«e  ; 
Lang  her  Btrains  in  sorrow  slei^^i, 
Siraius  of  imuiortaliiy  ! 

"  llorrot  cover;  all  the  hmlhi 

Clouds  of  carnage  bliiC  the  sun. 
SUlcTS,  weave  ihe  web  of  deslll  ! 
Sillers,  cease  \  the  work  is  done ! 

"  Kill  the  tusk,  ai]d  hnil  Ihc  hAudi  I 
Song^  of  jay  and  triumph  sing  1 
Jny  to  the  viiitoriouE  bands  l 
Trinnipli  lo  the  younger  king, 

"  Mortal,  ihou  ihai  hesrsi  the  laic, 
Leant  the  tenor  of  our  song. 
.Scatliud,  through  each  winding  vale 
Fir  and  wide  the  notes  prolong, . 

■■  Sisters,  hence  with  spure  of  speed  : 
Each  her  ihunderiiig  faighion  wield 
Kach  bcslir  her  hable  .steed 
E  lurry,  hurry  to  the  field!" 


1  Norsf  version,  iindt-r  thu  litlt  ot  The  Enchaiitreisa, 
csunud  in  North  Ronaldsay  till  past  tht  middle 
itcuntli  ctntury,  and  was  at  times  recited  by  the 
lie  of  whom,  on  Gray's  Ode  being  read  lu  them 
er.  reminded  him  that  they  had  often  sung  it  to 
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Th(  Xone 'fiirh  -{continued). 

In  addiiion  to'  Htimli,  Sij;iiril  had  Oircc  iiihor  sons  h\  fc* 
first  wifi',  Siimm.irltdi,  Ilriisi,  anil  Kinar ;  and  )>y  his  wcon! 
wife,  a  (laughter  of  Malcolm  King  of  the  Scois,  a  sun  kuhA 
'Ihorfinn,  who  at  tlie  linn;  of  his  father's  death  was  only  fiw 
years  old. 

( )f  Thorfmn's  career — how  he  was  created  Earl  of  Caithnot 
while  still  a  child  hy  Maliolm  his  prandfalher  ;  how.  likei 
yciun^  Indian  brave,  he  went  on  the  war  |iath,  that  is  on  vikaij 
ex|iedili(ins,  liefore  he  was  fifteen  years  old  ;  how  Kiiur  lod 
Thorfinn  from  lime  to  time  fell  out  about  the  di\-iuon  ^ 
the  jarldom  and  lands  ;  how  Dnisi  acted  the  pcaccmakB 
lietwcen  his  brothers ;  how  Ehorfinn  [wrmitted  Thorlri 
I'li-.tn.  so  called  from  hi-^  having  acted  as  Thorfinn* 
fuster-falher,  to  >lay  Kinar  at  a  lan-juel  in  his,  Thorkd'*- 
hoiise  ;  h'lw  'rhorl'inn  twice  defeated  Karl  Hundason,  King  ** 
S>inlan<l.  once  in  a  sea -fight  orf  Deerncss,  and  a  second  time  o** 
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ind  somewhere  in  Sutherland  ;  how  he  raided  every  summer  ; 
ow,  after  living  in  amity  for  years  with  Thorfinn,  Rdgnvald, 
Inlsi's  son,  first  tried  to  burn  his  uncle  alive,  and,  not  suc- 
eeding,  was  in  his  turn  burnt  out  and  then  slain  by  Thorkel ; 
ow  Thorfmn  by  his  boldness  obtained  pardon  from  K.ing 
lagnus  for  his  nephew's  slaughter ;  how  becoming  weary 
f  piracy,  arson,  and  bloodshed,  he  went  lo  Rome,  got  abso- 
ition  for  his  many  crimes  from  the  Holy  Father,  and  on  his 
;tum  from  foreign  parts  erected  Christ's  Kirk  at  Birsay ;  and 
ow,  having  past  three '  score  years  and  ten,  Thorfinn  died, 
saving  behind  him  the  reputation  of  having  been  both  the 
blest  and  most  poweri'ul  of  all  the  Norse  Jarls— fuller  details 
irill  be  found  in  the  Saga. 

The  following  spirited  verses  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Edmund 
Head,  which  appeared  in  Frastr's  Magazine  for  January, 
1S68,  describe  Thorfinn's  interview  with  his  Suzerain,  King 
Magnus:  — 

"  King  Magnus  sate  at  his  mitlday  meal, 
Where  h^  fleet  at  anchor  rode. 
When  a  stranger  etos-'<i  the  rojal  deck 
And  slraight  to  the  table  strode. 

"  He  p^eted  (he  king  ;  he  look  the  loaf 
That  lay  upon  the  board  ; 
And  broke  and  ate,  as  if  of  right, 
Whilst  neither  spoke  a  word. 

"  King  Magnus  gaied  ;  as  he  wiped  his  bean!. 
'  Wnt  thou  not  drink  ? '  he  said. 
And  pass'd  the  cup :  the  stranger  drank, 
And  tiow'd  in  thanks  his  head. 

"  'Thyname?'     ■  My  name  is  Thorfinn.  -^ir,' 
'  Earl  Thorfinn,  can  it  tie  ? ' 
He  smiled—'  Well,  yes  :  men  call  mc  thus 
Beyond  the  western  sea." 

'  If,  however,  Thorfinn  was  only  five  years  old  in  1014,  »  hen  his  fallier 
*K  'lain  n  Clontarf,  he  could  only  have  been  fifty -five  years  of  age  when 
^'-  dioJ  in  1064. 
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**  *  And  is  it  so?*  the  King  replied  ; 

*  I  had  rcs^)lved  mc  well 

That  if  we  two  met— what  passM  when  we  met 
Thou  should.^t  not  live  t»i  tcU. 

"  *  Together  now  we've  broken  bread, 
And  thus  my  hand  is  .stay'd  ; 
Hut  think  thou  not  the  score  is  (|uit, 
ThoUijh  vengeance  l>e  delay 'd.' 

"  It  chance<l  as  friends  they  drank  one  tUy — 
On  the  deck  a  Norneman  stood  ; 
•  Lord  earl,'  he  said,  *  from  thee  I  claim 
The  price  of  a  brother's  bl«Nid. 

•*  *  When  Kirk  wall-street  was  ilrcnch'd  in  gore. 
And  the  king's  men  slaughter 'd  lay, 
I*y  thy  command  that  bn)ther  died — 
Wilt  thou  his  manbote  |>ay  ? ' 

••  I.(  ud  iau^h'd  the  Earl—*  What  ho!  thou  f  hW. 
Thou  mvL<i  oft  have  heard  it  sai<l, 
n«»w  'lliorfinn  scores  of  men  hath  slain, 
liul  nianlxjte  never  j>aid.' 

*•  '  All  this,  lord  earl,  is  nought  to  me ; 
' Tis  nought  if  our  king  sits  by. 
Nor  cares  to  avenge  those  men  of  his, 
Le<i  out  like  sheep  to  die.' 

*'  Then  Thorfinn  l«M>k'd  again,  and  swr>re, 

*  By  the  ro  k1,  I  know  tht*e  well — 
Why,  I  gave  thee  thy  life  in  Kirkwall  town. 

When  all  thy  comrarles  fell. 

"  •  My  chance  is  hard — I  liave  oft  liecn  Warned 
Too  many  that  I  slew. 
And  now  this  evil  hath  come  about 
Hecausc  I  have  slain  too  few.' 

**  The  King's  brow  ilushetl  with  wrath  :   *  For^ootb, 
It  scemelh  t)  vex  thee  >«>re 
I'hat  in  thwarting  my  rights  and  sU)ing  my  men 
Thou  hast  not  d«»ne  ^till  more.' 

"  Hut  now  a  fair  bree/e  tills  each  sail, 
Auil  iH.*nn«m^  arc  tl'»ating  free. 
As  the  long  w.irshi{K  with  their  dragon  heads 
(»o  cleaving  the  dark  blue  sea. 
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"  And  oye  to  the  west  of  the  Norway  fieei 
Earl  Thorflnn  steers  his  bark  ; 
Men  saw  her  holding  her  course  with  Ihem 
One  night  when  the  sky  grew  dark  : 

"  Hal  when  morning  broke  that  bark  wxs  gone 

Far,  tar,  o'er  the  western  foam, 
Where  Orkney  breasts  the  waves,  nnd  «'hcre 
Earl  Thorfimi  sits  in  Kirkwall  fair, 

Sole  lord  of  hit  island  home." 

aul  and  Eriend,  his  sons,  succeeded  Thorfinn  about  tlie 
1064,  and  accompanied  Harald  Hardradi  on  thai 
lish  expedition,  when,  at  Stamford  Bridge,  the  English 
old  provided  the  Norwegian  monarch  with  that  seven  feet 
English  soil  he  had  promised  him.  Luckier  than  their 
■reign,  Paul  and  Eriend  returned  home  in  safety,  where, 
1  their  families  grew  up,  they  lived  together  in  amity  ; 
I  ruling  on  his  brother's  account  as  well  as  his  own. 
aul  married  a  granddaughter  of  King  Magnus  the  Good, 
A'hom  he  had  a  son  named  Hdkon,  and  several  daughters, 
of  whom^Herbiorg — was  the  mother-in-iaw  of  Sigurd  ol 
stness,  and  Kolbein  Hriiga,  of  whom  we  shall  hear  again, 
'.riend  married  Thora,  a  descendant  in  the  fourth  generation 
Hall  of  Side,  one  of  the  finest  characters  in  the  Sag^a  of 
■rut  Njal,  and  had  by  her  two  sons,  Eriing  and  Magnus,  and 
3  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  the  mother  of  Riignvald 
jI's  son,  Iiie  finest  char:icter  in  the  whole  of  the  Oi-imeyiir^ii 

When  Hakon  gtL'w  up  he  wanted  to  lord  it  over  his  cousins, 
1  :iccoutit  of  his  royal  descent  on  his  mother's  side.    Magnus, 

became  a  future  saint,  does  not  seem  to  have  minded  it,  but 
'ling  objected  strongly  ;  and  at  last,  for  the  sake  of  peace 
"]  fHiietncss,  Hdkon  was  packed  off  on  his  travels,  from 
■I'dihe  returned  with  his  kinsman  King  Magnus  Bareleg.. 

The  Norwegian  monarch  deposed  Jarls  Paul  and  Eriend, 
Id  substituted  in  their  place  liis  son  Sigurd,  -a  hopeful 
")'"  of  some  eight  winters  old.     Having  sent    the  deposed 
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Jarls  to  Norway,  where  they  died  in  exile,  and  appointed 
guardians  to  Sigurd,  Magnus  Barelegs,  as  a  further  precautknian 
measure  on  his  son's  behalf,  insisted  on  Hikon,  Eiiing,  and 
Magnus  accompanying  him  on  his  raiding  expedition  throng, 
the  Irish  Sea. 

In  the  course  of  this  expedition,  during  the  memorab'.c 
engagement  in  the  Mcnai  Straits  with  Hugh  the  Stout,  Eatl  d 
Chester,  and  Hugh  the  Bold,  Earl  of  Salop,  Magnus,  Erlesd's 
son,  refused  to  fight,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  quand 
with  their  opponents  ;  but  instead  of  going  below,  when  ordered 
to  do  so,  remained  on  deck  chanting  psalms. 

His  conduct  naturally  irritated  King  Magnus,  who,  like 
many  nineteenth-century  people,  probably  looked  upon  con- 
scientious scruples  as  humbug,  and  made  things  so  unpleasnt 
for  the  future  saint,  that  at  last  he  deserted,  and  after  spending 
some  time  with  a  Welsh  Bishop,  and  in  England,  eventnalhr 
made  his  way  to  the  Scottish  Court,  where  he  remained  as  km 
as  Magnus  Barelegs  was  alive. 

On  hearing  of  the  death  of  Jarls  Paul  and  Fjlend,  King 
Magnus  married  Kol  to  Gunnhild,  Erlend*s  daughter,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  father  Kali,  who  had  died  m 
the  Hebrides  from  wounds  received  in  the  fight  in  the  Menai 
Straits. 

Erling  was  slain  either  at  the  Menai  Straits,  or  else  in  the 
battle  in  Ulster  (1103)  where  Magnus  Barelegs  ()erished. 

On  his  father's  death,  Sigurd  left  the  Orkneys  and  became 
joint  King  of  Non^-ay  with  his  brothers  Eystein  and  Olai^  who, 
a  winter  or  so  after  their  father's  death,  created  Hikon  Jarl  ot 
Orkney. 

Some  years  after  Hdkon  had  l>een  created  Jarl,  Magnus,  hii 
cousin,  was  also  created  Jarl  by  King  Eystein. 

Magnus,  we  are  told  in  the  Sa^a^  was  a  most  excellent  man 
**  He  was  of  large  stature,  a  man  of  noble  presence  and  intel- 
lectual <'ountenance.  He  was  of  blameless  life,  victorious  in 
battle,  wise,  eloquent,  strong-minded,  liberal  and  magnanimous, 
sagacious  in  counsel,  and  more  beloved  than  any  other 
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To  wise  men  and  good  he  was  gentle  and  affable  in  his  conver- 
sation ;  but  severe  and  unsparing  with  robbers  and  vikings. 
Many  of  those  who  had  plundered  the  landowners  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  he  caused  to  be  put  to  death.  He  also 
seized  murderers  and  thieves,  and  punished  rich  and  poor 
irnpartially  for  robberies  and  thefts  and  all  crimes.  He  was 
just  in  his  judgments,  and  had  more  respect  to  divine  justice 
ihan  difference  in  the  estates  of  men.  He  gave  large  presents 
to  chiefs  and  rich  men,  yet  the  greatest  share  of  his  hberality 
was  given  to  the  poor.  In  all  things  he  strictly  obeyed  the 
Divine  commands  ;  and  he  chastened  his  body  in  many  things 
which  in  his  glorious  life  were  known  to  God,  but  hidden 
from  men." 

The  S^S'^  then  goes  on  to  narrate  how  he  married  "a 
maiden  of  a  most  excellent  family  in  Scotland,"  and  lived 
with  her  after  the  fashion  of  Edward  the  Confessor  of  pious 
memory. 

The  cousins  seem  to  have  got  along  together  very  v.cll  for 
some  years,  and  we  are  told  how  they  slew  their  third  cousin, 
Diifnial,  and  also  a  famous  Viking  named  Thorbiorn,  in  West 
Burra  Fiord  {Borgarfioid)  in  Shetland,  where  the  remains  of  a 
broch  are  to  be  seen  to  the  present  day,  which  may  have  been 
used  as  the  pirate's  stronghold. 

Hikon  after  a  time  got  jealous  of  his  cousin's  popularity,  and 
at  lasl  their  dissensions  grew  to  such  a  pitch,  that,  mustering 
iheir  forces,  they  were  about  to  engage  in  conflict  at  the  Thing- 
sii;3d,  when,  mutual  friends  intervening,  a  peace  was  patched 
up  between  them  for  a  time. 

Hdkon,  however,  had  made  up  his  mind  that  the  joint  ruler- 
ship  should  no  longer  exist,  so  arranged  for  a  meeting  with 
his  cousin  shortly  after  Easter  on  the  Utile  island  of  Egilsey. 

It  was  stipulated  that  each  of  them  should  bring  only  two 
ships  and  an  equal  body  of  men  to  the  conference. 

Magnus,  who  kept  to  the  stipulations,  arrived  first  at  the  place 
of  meeting,  his  boat,  which  he  steered  himself,  having  been 
pooped  by  a  heavy  sea    in    comparatively  smooth  water,  nn 
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incident  which  he  construed   as  a  warning  that  his  end  vi.« 
close  at  hand. 

Hdkon,  on  the  other  hand,  embarked  a  large  force  on  board 
eight  war-ships,  and,  on  those  vessels  approaching  EgiliCY. 
Magnus  in  the  first  place  retired  to  the  church,  where,  aftr 
refusing  the  offer  of  his  own  men  to  stand  by  him  to  the  list. 
he  first  heard  mass,  and  then  retreated  to  a  hiding-place  on 
another  i)art  of  the  island. 

from  this  hiding-place,  however,  he  emerged  on  Hikoo's 
landing,  and  suggested  three  alternative  courses  to  his  couiic. 
in  order,  we  are  told,  to  save  him  from  the  guilt  of  bloodshed 
and  perjury. 

I  St.  To  permit  him,  Magnus,  to  go  to  Rome  or  Jerusaksi 
on  his  undertaking  never  to  return. 

2nd.  To  send  him  to  Scotland,  there  to  be  detained  in 
custodv. 

3rd.  To  throw  him  into  a  dungeon,  blind  or  maim  hin,  as 
Hcikon  thought  best. 

The  last  was  the  proposal  Hdkon  would  have  accefHed,  but 
his  followers,  who  seem  10  have  grown  tired  of  the  joint  ruler- 
bhip,  insisted  that  one  of  them  should  die,  whereupon,  ate 
Ofeip,  Hakon's  banner-bearer,  had  refused  to  art  as  executioner. 
Lifoif  his  rook  was  (:oin|>elIed  to  undertake  the  office. 

Jarl  Magnus,  according  to  the  Romish  Calendar,  was  slain  00 
the  16th  of  April  i  r  10  ;  but.  according  to  Anderson,  on  the  i6ta 
of  April  1 1 15.  After  his  death  his  remains  were  permitted  b> 
Hdkon  to  be  interred  in  that  Christ  Kirk  at  Birsav  which  their 
grandfather,  the  great  Jarl  Thorfinn,  had  erected. 

Christ  Kirk  soon  became  a  plaro  of  pilgrimage  for  peo()le 
from  all  parts  of  the  Orknc\s  and  ."^hctland,  and  wonder* 
ful  cures  were  s;iid  to  have  been  etVected  there.  Bishop 
William,  the  first  Xorse  Bishop  u\  the  Orkneys,  if  not  the 
\orv  fir^i  IJishop,  who  seems  t<»  have  been  an  eminentlr 
caulio  is  politic  prelate,  refused  for  a  long  time  to  Mieve  m  the 
miracles  s.iid  to  have  l)een  worked,  but  at  Likt  even  he  seems 
to   have  been  con\m<ed  somehow  or  another,   and    to    have 
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permitted  the  reraains  to  be  transferred  to  Kirkwall,  where 
they  were  probably  deposited  in  the  original  church  of  St.  Ola 
till  the  Cathedral  was  ready  to  receive  them.  Jarl  Magnus  was 
canonised  in  1135,  and  at  the  Reformation,  according  to 
Baring-Gould,  his  relics  were  carried  away  to  Aix-la-Chapelle 
and  Ihe  Church  of  St.  Vitus  at  Prague.' 

Having,  after  the  slaughter  of  his  cousin,  made  his  footing 
good  ihroughout  the  Orkneys,  Hdkon,  like  his  grandfather, 
went  lo  Rome,  and  thence,  probably  as  a  penance  imposed  by 
the  Holy  Father,  lo  the  Holy  Land,  where  he  bathed  in  the 
river  Jordan  and  brought  away  relics  from  Jerusalem,  ail  which 
no  doubt  made  him  feel  that  he  had  fully  atoned  for  the  death 
of  Magnus. 

On  his  return  "  he  became  so  popular  that  the  Orkney  mtn 
desired  no  other  ruler  than  Hdkon  and  his  issue." 

During  Hdkon's  rule  there  lived  at  Dale  (Bal)  in  Caithness  a 
certain  nobleman  named  Madcian,  who  had  two  daughters, 
Helga  and  Fr.-lkork.  By  the  former,  to  whom,  however,  he 
was  not  married,  Hikon  had  a  son  named  Harald  Sl<;tlm.-ili 
(smooth-talker),  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  one,  Margaret, 
married  Maddad,  Earl  of  Athole. 

Hdkon  h.id  also  another  son,  named  Paul,  but  by  whom  is 
not  recorded. 

On  Hdkon's  death  his  sons  succeeded  him,  but  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  love  lost  between  them  from  the  first. 

Paul,  who,  by  the  way,  was  known  as  Umalgi  (speechless), 
is  described  as  a  taciturn  man,  modest,  generous,  but  not 
warlike,  and  was  always  attended  by  Thorkel  Kostri,  his 
foster-father. 

For  some  reason  or  another  Thorkel  was  obnoxious  to 
Harald,  who  at  last,  in  conjunction  with  a  certain  Sigurd 
glemhir,  who  had  come  over  with  Harald's  aunt,  Frdkork, 
slew  him. 

For  this  murder  Paul  insisted  on  a  manhole  being  paid  to 
him,  and  on  Sigurd  Slembir  and  others  being  banished  from 
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thi:  i-bn'l-.'  (>n(;  'ii  ihc  r.  ri'Siiinns  ci  the  ri.T.irdiiati..; 
rhii-  h;i:i  I..1I  li].  ua>-.  ihal  iht-  iinnhi-rs  bhuuld  .ilwj>s  ^;^:n■ 
Chri^rii.i-.  .1:1.1  ihf  (hit:'  (  hiin  h  K-i:vaU  ti.jL-ihtr. 

Afi.inliruly  I'.ml  w.i>  cxjti  ii-il  to  s[icni!  ont.-  Chriiirtwvnd 
»i;li  n.ii.ii.l  ai  Or].hir  ((V/,.i/-.i,.  ;md  iho  latUT.  »i-  arc  i.Ji: 
)i.i.!  1.1.1.L-  ;:rL'ai  [.rci:ar.ri.,ti.  f..r  h:>  l.roihvr's  cnicri.iinii.int 

IM;;.iancl  Fraki.rk  witl-  tiicn  -laying  wiiti  HaraKl  ami  hi. 
iH.-.ii  l.jNy  making  a  highly  cm!irMid^.-ri.-ci  shirt,  i hi.  h  H.iriW 
atiiT  lakin^  .1  na]>,  laiil  h'llil  »i,  ami,  U'ln^:  tuM  that  ii  ■> 
iiiLanl  frir  hi-.  iTotlii-r  I'aiil,  <-<ini|.bint:i)  thai  thiy  never  nud 
him  Mic-h  hnc  ^anncnts  and,  in  spite  of  (heir  [iri>tcst3[i<m< 
Jim  it  iin.  Shivering  M.-1  in  as  wn>n  as  the  /armcnt  tnuclw 
his  skin,  and  sh..rily  arter  takin;;  to  hi.s  U'<1  llaralij  .Ii^d,  an 
was  suiieeileii,  «ilh  the  ronsent  <tf  the  llien.lr.  in  thi  sMi 
..lhis]«.sM-.>i.m-l.yhis|.n.ther. 

I'aiit.  wl'  are  liild.  ■■lyn-iikroi  th.it  the  -lilendni  umJt! 
<l..thiii-  uh:<h  I'l.irl  ll.ir.il'i  h.ul  [>tii  un  had  U-en  inten.M  K 
him,  .ind  llLireli .re  hv  ihii  n-.l  hke  the  sisters  t.i  stay  m  th 
Orkiujs." 

N'lm-  K.ih  s'ln  1.1  Kill  .mil  C.iinnhdd  r.imcs  im  the  stag«.  th 
herij  111  the  Orkniyi's:^.!  Xi^.i.  »h(l^e  liie  and  doini:s  .»cci:ii 
m.ire  lh.in  h.ill  <irthe  whi.le  .V,/^-,/. 

He   .,   .!L-.rll.,.i   ..s    h.iMiv   leen  ..f  middle   siic.   well   pi 
l-.ni.iiKiI.  »;ih  h^ht  .ml.iim  h..ir.  ..ilalile,  h'l'ul^r.  and  h   " 
i<i>>ii))>U''hed,  .)  L.re.it  d.imly,  .ind,  as  a  young  i 
.1   .;re.it  lie.il   ul    himsell.      In   wimc  wnta,  (ot  l| 
»ihi.  h  he  was  .eLLrateil,  he  th.is  dcscribol  k 

"  M  the  time' lio«nl  I 
Knuuin^  in  im  Inn  t] 
Kunic  lure  I  «dl 
UooU  1  lilM  I  «il 
luipot  ■■  I  ••«  ■* 

Wiib  A>H 
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(llier,  a  good  all-round  character,  and,  as  far  as  one 
e.  a  far  more  lovable  personage  than  his  sainted 
lose  goodness,  like  that  of  Aristides,  must  have  been 
t  overpowering  to  most  people. 

description  of  Kali's  earlier  life  we  have  a  graphic 
if  a  blood-feud  between  Jdn  P^trsson  and  Kali,  which 
n  out  of  the  slaughter  of  Hdvard,  a  companion  of 
one  of  Jtin's  followers.  JiSn,  who  also  was  a  dandy, 
had  been  boon  companions,  and  the  quarrel  which 
le  first  manslaughter  took  place  in  a  drunken  row, 
ise  one  niglit  after  Kali  and  Jon  had  retired,  between 
rwers.  The  matter  was  eventually  settled  by  King 
hose  award  was,  that  Jon  should  marry  Ingirid,  Kali's 
I  the  killed  on  each  side  should  be  set  off  against  each 
1  that  each  party  should  be  bound  to  assist  the  other 
iome  and  abroad.  King  Sigurd,  at  the  same  lime, 
iali  Earl  or  Jarl,  and  re-named  him  Rijgnvald,  after 
n,  because  his  mother,  Gunnhild,  considered  Rognvald 

the  most  accomplished  of  all  the  Orkney  Jarls,  and 

hat  the  change  of  name  would  bring  luck  to  her  son. 

me  time  he  granted  him  half  of  the  Orkneys  to  hold 

;  with  Jarl  Paul.      Sigurd  died   shortly  after  making 

1,  but,  owing  to  the  contest  between  his  son  Magnus 

dd  Gillichrisl,  an  illegitimate  son  of  Magnus  Barelegs, 

>ur  years  before   Kali,  now  Rognvald,   was   able  to 

to  make  good  his  claims  on  the  Orkneys.      He,  or 

s  &ther  Kol  on  his  behalf,  made  overtures  to  Jarl 

^hBjjg>tiations  failing,   entered  into  an  arrangement 

HHHMtt|^mi   Olvir  Rosta,  that  they  should  make 

^^^^^^^^*-    *-»  ^)uth,  whilst  Rognvald  invaded 

"Ml   that  in  case   of  success 

''■id  to  half  of  the  island. 

-   •"  defeated  Olvir  Rosta 

've  of  his  vessels, 

aught    Rognvald 

invald's  proposal 
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that  they  should  have  it  out  on  shore.  Rognvald  and  his 
followers,  therefore,  were  coni])elled  to  find  their  way  back  to 
Norway,  with  their  combs  cut,  in  merchant  vessels ;  and  PauL 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  established  a  l>eacon  on  Fair  I4e 
(FridareyX  which  should  be  lighted  on  the  approach  oi  a 
hostile  force  from  Shetland  (Hjaitland)^  and  other  k>eacons  oo 
North  Ronaldsay  {Rinansry)  and  others  of  the  <  )rkne\>i. 


\ 
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The     Nurse    Jarti  —  [corifitnieti). 

SwEiN,  Ike  Viking,  and,  after  Rognvald  Kol's  son  and  the 
grew  Jnrl  Thorfinn,  the  most  prominent  figure  in  the  wholt 
Saga,  now  appears  on  the  scene. 

His  father  Olaf  was  a  man  of  mark  and  means,  being 
peatly  esteemed  by  Jarl  Paul  and  owning  Ciairsay  {Gareksey), 
Suoma  {Straumsey),  and  an  estate  at  Duncansbay  {Dimga/she) 
in  Caithness.  He  had  invited  a  number  of  friends  to  spend 
Chtislmas  with  him  in  Caithnes.s,  when  he  was  burnt  in  his 
house  three  days  before  that  festival  by  Oivir  Rosta,  Swein, 
from  being  at  the  time  sea-fishing,  and  his  mother  Aslcif  and 
his  brother,  Gunni,  from  being  away  visiting  friends,  escaped 
the  file  which  no  doubt  Olvir  Rosla  intended  for  thcni 
IS  »clL 

JmI  Paul  had  also  invited  his  friends  lo  come  and  spend  tlie 
Vult-tide  with  him  at  Orphir,  and  amongst  tlicm  Vallhiiif. 
another  son  of  Olaf,  who  resided  on  Stroma.  Swein,  hence- 
lurth  known  as  Asleifs  son,  on  learning  his  father's  fate,  at  once 
proceeded  to  Orphir  to  inform  Jarl  Paul,  and  was  asked  to 
■tay  v,itb  him. 

Here  we  get  a  vivid  picture  of  the  curious  mixture  of  devo- 
"ori,  drinking,    and    bloodshed,    the    life   of    these    Orcadian 


42  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

Norsemen  must  at  this  period  have  been.  Close  to  Jarl  Paul' 
drinking  or  bancjueting  hall  was,  we  are  told,  a  magnificcn 
church,  probably  erected  by  Jarl  Hdkon  on  his  return  from  thi 
Holy  Land,  of  which  church  a  small  portion  is  still  standmf 
close  to  the  present  parish  church. 

After  attending  evensong  the  bancjuet  took  place,  at  whid 
Swein  Asleif 's  son  was  placed  on  one  side  of  the  Jarl,  aac 
Swein  Bri6streip,  Paul's  forecasilcman,  who  had  greatly  dis 
tinguished  himself  in  the  fight  with  Olvir  Rosta  off  Tankemefl 
sat  on  the  other. 

Whilst  the  tables  were  being  removed,  or,  as  we  should  \asK 
said  a  few  years  l)ack,  the  cloth  was  being  taken  off,  the  lot 
of  Valthi6f,  Swein  Asleif 's  son's  brother  (who  had  beet 
drowned  when  on  his  way  to  Orphir  on  Christmas-eve  foox 
where  in  the  West  Firth,  probably  in  the  Swelkie,  a  dangeroa 
riist  between  Stroma  and  Cantick  Head),  was  announced  ft 
Paul,  who,  however,  ordered  that  no  one  should  tnfonn  hi 
brother  of  it  till  after  the  festival,  as  he  had  tjuite  trcmbl 
enough  to  think  alK)ut  already.  At  midnight,  after  high  mas 
they  all  sat  down  to  another  meal,  at  which  Swein  Bri6$trei 
(]uarrelled  with  his  namesake  for  not  drinking  fair.  Aftt 
drinking  for  a  while  they  all  adjourned  for  nones  ser>'ice,  aix 
on  return  from  church,  the  heavy  drinking  out  of  horns  set  o 
and  Swein  Briostreip,  evidently  altogether  a  bad  lot,  bein 
quarrelsome  over  his  drink,  was  overheard  to  say,  **  Swein  wi 
l>e  the  death  of  Swein,  and  Swein  shall  be  the  death  of  Swein 
This  was  repeated  to  the  other  Swein,  who  resolved  to  take  tl: 
initiative,  and,  the  drinking  going  on  all  day,  slew  Swd 
Briostreip  al)out  evensong,  as  he  was  walking  out  of  ti 
house. 

Swein  Asleif  s  son,  who  hereafter  will  be  referred  to  simply  ; 
Swein,  fled  to  his  kinsman.  Bishop  William,  at  Egilscy,  wl 
thanked  him  for  the  slaughter  of  Swein  Bri6streip,  who,  ben 
given  to  consulting  the  stars  and  using  other  magical  rite 
was  prokably,  as  Anderson  suggests,  in  bad  odour  with  t^ 
cloth.       By    the    Bishop    Swein   was    smuggled   off    to  Tin 
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in    ihe    Hebrides,    and    for    this    murder    was  outlawed    by 

Rpgnvald  the  meanwhile  had  been  making  preparations  for 
aioihei  attempt  on  the  Orkneys,  and,  by  the  advice  of  Kol 
his  fither,  vowed,  if  successful,  to  erect  "  a  stone  minster  at 
KiHwalJ  "  {Kiriiuvdg),  and  dedicate  it  to  his  uncle  Jar!  Magnus 
Um  Holy. 

The  great  thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  the  descent  on  the 
Ortoej-s  before  Paul  had  time  to  collect  his  forces,  and  the 
JlWem  of  beacon  signals,  which  had  been  established,  had  for 
this  purpose  to  be  neutralised.  Uni,  therefore,  who  "was  a 
•iseraan,"  and  had  been  one  of  the  actors  in  P^trsson  feud, 
■as  consulted,  but  refused  at  first  to  state  what  course  he 
should  advise. 

Kol.  however,  collecting  a  fleet  of  smnll  boats  together  in 
Stiellaiid,  made  a  feint  in  Sumburgh  Roost,  stopping  the  way 
of  his  boats,  which  were  under  sail,  with  the  oars.  His  ruse 
succeeded,  and  all  the  beacons  were  lighted  and  Paul  collected 
his  forces  to  resist  the  supposed  threatened  attack. 

Uni  now  went  to  Fair  Isie  in  the  guise  of  a  Norwegian, 
•■bo  had  been  robbed  by  Rognvald's  men,  and,  after  gaining 
Ae  confidence  of  the  inhabitants,  rendered  the  beacon  useless 
ty  pouring  water  on  it,  and  thus  enabled  Rognvald  to  land 
uneipectedly  at  Pierowall  in  Westray.  Thanks  to  Bishop 
IVillbm's  intervention,  it  was  at  length  decided  that  Jarl 
Kognvald  should  reside  on  the  Mainland  (Hrisay),  and 
Jari  Paul  at  Rousay  {Hrblfsey). 

Swein  in  the  meantime  had  been  burning  Thorkel  Flettir, 
to  thorn  Jarl  Paul  had  assigned  Stroma  during  his  (Swein's) 
tunishment,  in  his  house  at  Stroma,  and  then  proceeded  to 
offer  his  sen'ices  to  Jarl  Rognvald,  which  were  accepted. 
-Wet  leaving  Tiree,  where  he  had  spent  the  winter,  Swein  had 
stopped  some  time  with  Maddad,  Earl  of  Alhole,  who  had 
■named  Margaret,  Hdkon's  daughter,  and  afterwards  proceeded 
io  Thurso  ( Thorsey),  where  he  stayed  with  Earl  Ottar,  Frdkork's 
J'oiher,    to    whom    he    promised    to    aid    Erlcnd,     HarakI 
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Sltfttmali's  son,  whenever  he  wished  to  claim  his  |iatrini 
in  the  Orkneys.  Prol)ably  the  burning  of  Thorkcl  Fl< 
and  the  visit  to  Plarl  Rognvald  occurred  alx)ut  this  time, 
the  two  statements  read  somewhat  at  variance  with  t 
other  in  the  Sa^a. 

Swein  now  resolved  to  carr)-  out  a  plot,  the  idea  of  w! 
he  had  (jrobably  conceived  when  staying  with  Earl  Made 
Crossing  the  Pentland  Firth  in  a  iKirge  manned  by  thiitr  b 
he  coasted  along  the  west  side  of  the  Mainland  till  he  cam 
Rousay,  where  Jarl  Paul  was  then  stojtping  with  S:g 
of  Westness. 

Paul  was  with  some  men  hunting  otters  in  a  stone  heap 
the  south  side  of  the  island,  when  Swein's  Ixarge  came  in  bj 
and  after  a  smart  fight,  in  which  Paul's  (xarty  lost  nineteen  b 
Paul  was  seized,  borne  on  Ixxird  Swein's  vessel  and  comx 
straight  to  Earl  Maddad.  Here  Paul  disafiix^ars  from  ri 
Whether  he  way  blinded  by  Swein  at  the  instigation  of  his  si 
Margart^t  and  was  subsequently  (mt  to  death,  also  through 
instrumentality,  is  not  known  for  certain  ;  anvhow  he  w 
returned  to  the  Orkneys.  The  glimi>ses  we  get  of  Jarl  1 
show  us  a  man  far  lK*yond  his  contem{>oraries  in  uprightr 
and  one  who  preferred  straight  courses  to  crooked  wa)*?^ 

Sigurd  of  Westness,  too,  is  another  of  the  few  truly  upf 
men  whom  we  meet  with  in  the  Saga^  and,  till  PauFs  fate 
finally  known,  he  refused  to  swear  fealty  to  Jarl  Rognvald 

Swein  api)eared  suddenly  at  a  Thing  meeting  held  at  K 
wall,  and   through    the  intercession   of   Bishop   William 
received   into   the   favour  of    Rognvald,    and   became    ' 
man." 

Rognvald,  being  now  {circa  1137  or  38)  established  fiim 
the  Orkneys,  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  vow  by  commen 
the  erection  of  St.  Magnus  Cathedral,  the  superintendence  o 
work  of  which  Kol  his  father  was  intrusted  with,  if  he  wis 
the  actual  architect  In  order  to  raise  money,  Rognvald  p< 
a  law  by  which  all  Odal  property  should  be  considera 
inherited  by  the   Jarls,  but  that  the  heirs  should  be  abl 
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i  ndtoii  tbdr  estates.  This  not  being  palatable  to  the  Boendr, 
RogHTaJd  proposed  to  them  that  they  should  purchase  up  at 
oflct  any  Allure  claims  on  their  estates,  and  by  this  ra cans  he 
obtainwi  anitile  funds  for  his  building.  Some  two  years  after 
Kojjnvald  had  been  in  possession  of  the  islands,  Bishop  Jon 
amed  from  A  thole  to  negotiate  an  arrangement  about 
b  claims  of  Harald  Maddad's  son.  through  his  mother 
iU^V^t,  and  it  was  settled  that  he  should  be  entitled  lo  half 
theOikneys,  but  that  Jarl  Rtignvaldwas  to  have  supreme  rule, 
neo  when  Harald  grew  up. 

Harald,  who  at  this  time  must  have  been  about  five  or  six  years 
old.  vu  brought  to  the  islands  by  Thorbiom  Klerk,  a  grandson 
of  Frikork,  who  had  married  Ingirld,  a  sister  of  Swein  Asleifs 
Mn,  and,  we  are  told,  the  brothers-in-law  were  warm  friends. 
This  friendship,  however,  did  not  pruvent  Swcin  wking  ven- 
gttnce  on  Olvir  Rosta  and  his  fiend  of  a  mother  for  the 
burning  of  his  father  Olaf  at  Duncansby.  Oivir  Rosta 
escaped,  but  Swein  had  the  satisfaction  of  burning  his  mother 
Fiakork  alive  in  her  own  bouse,  somewhere  in  the  Strath 
of  Helmsdale.  According  to  the  mythological'  history  of 
ilie  Lewis,  Olvir  Rosta  appears  to  have  escaped  to  that 
•esiem  island  of  the  Hebrides  and  become  the  ancestor  of 
llie  Macaulays,  and  therefore  of  the  present  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ire-land,  and  his  cousin  the  Under-Secretary,  who,  by  the 
»ay,  is  a  Sbetlander  by  birth,  being  a  son  of  the  late  minister  of 
Bresay,  Dr.  Hamilton.  Having  cleared  off  this  score,  Swein 
sailed  for  the  Irish  Sea,  and  remained  there  raiding  and  burninf;, 
i^was  his  wont,  for  some  time.  Thorbiorn  Klerk,  during  Swein's 
jfeence  in  the  south-west,  had  been  avenging  his  grandmother's 
dfath  by  slaying  some  of  his  (Swein's)  followers,  who  had 
isisied  at  her  cremation,  which  caused  a  coolness  between  the 
brothers-in-law  for  a  time  ;  hut,  on  Jari  Rognvald  intervening, 
ibty  became  again,  as  they  were  before,  almost  inseparable. 
Haiing  made  up  their  little  differences,  they  proceeded  to  the 
Hebrides,  to  lake  vengeance  for  some  treachery  done  to  Swein 

'  Pre!.  Scot.  AnI.  vol.  liv,  p.  31?. 


46  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

by  a  kindred  spirit  to  themselves,  named  Holbodi,  fonner 
friend  of  Swein. 

Holbodi  they  did  not  catch,  but  they  obtained  great  bo 
about  the  division  of  which  they  quarrelled,  as  Swein  wantc 
larger  share  as  leader.  Though  the  thieves  fell  out,  it  d 
not  appear  that  honest  men  got  their  own  again — perhaps  tl 
were  no  honest  men  knocking  about  there — ^judging  from 
samples  of  humanity  the  Sa^a  shows  us,  they  must  have  b 
uncommonly  scarce.  By  way  of  showng  his  spite  to  Sw 
Thorbiom  divorced  himself  from  Ingirid,  and  sent  her  bid 
him  in  Caithness. 

Whilst  Swein  had  been  in  the  Hebrides  he  had  left  a  fri 
named  Margad  to  look  after  his  affairs  in  Caithness,  whoi. 
Swein's  return,  murdered  a  man  named  Hroald  at  Wick  ( V 
after  which  he  took  refuge  with  Swein  at  I^Ambaborg,  wl 
Anderson  identifies  with  a  castle  called  BuchoUy  near  Fresw 
and  from  here  they  ravaged  the  surrounding  country, 
besieged  by  Jarl  Rognvald. 

On  being  summoned  to  deliver  up  Margad,  Swein  rcfos 
although  he  declared  he  would  willingly  be  on  good  terms  i 
the  JarL  When  nearly  star\'ed  out,  Swein  had  himself . 
Margad  lowered  down  into  the  sea  from  the  top  of  the  ditf 
which  the  castle  stood,  and  made  his  escape  to  Moraysli 
where  they  found  an  Orkney  vessel,  in  which  they  plundc 
the  monastery  on  the  Isle  of  May.  From  May  Swein  weo 
David,  King  of  Scotland,  at  Pkiinburgh,  to  whom  he  mad 
clean  breast  of  everything,  including  his  last  little  cpisod 
sacrilege,  and  recjuested  David's  good  offices  with 
Rognvald.  There  must  have  been  something  very  tak 
about  Swein  after  all,  unmitigated  ruffian  as  he  appean 
modem  eyes,  as  David,  instead  of  hanging  him  straight 
as  most  monarchs  would  have  done,  made  good  all  their  kM 
to  the  men  whom  Swein  had  robbed,  and  got  him  rcconc 
to  Jarl  Rognvald- 

In  the  year  1 150  Jarls  Rognvald  and  Harald,  the  latter  be 
then,  the  Sa^  says,  nineteen  years  of  age,  went  over  to  Xon 
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onthej'ovilalion  of  Kinglngi,  one  of  the  two  joint  monarchs  of 
Sor»ayat  that  date,  sons  of  Harald  Gillichrist,  who  had  been 
eoc  ofthe  earliest  friends  of  Rognvald.  Whilst  staying  with  King 
Iqg^  a  certain  Eindridi  Ungi,  who  had  that  year  returned  from 
CoMlaniinopIe,  having,  as  Anderson  conjectures,  been  probably 
one  of  the  Varangian  bodyguard  of  the  Greek  emperor,  sug- 
gested to  Rognvald  that  to  give  himself  special  renown  he 
*on!d  make  a  pilgrim^e  to  Jerusalem.  After  spending  two 
•inters  in  making  preparations  and  inducing  Bishop  William  to 
Kcompany  him,  Rognvald  sailed  for  the  Holy  Land,  leaving 
Hwald  in  supreme  command  during  his  absence. 

Of  the  details  of  that  pilgrimage— made,  not  in  ordinary 
palmer  fashion  with  staff  in  hand  and  sandal  on  foot,  but  with 
ftoid  girt  on  thigh  and  helm  on  head — how  they  arrived  at  the 
-■oart  of  Ermingerd,  and  Rognvald,  as  was  his  wont,  went 
making  verses ;  how  they  captured  the  castle  in  GalHcia,  which 
Kshop  William  would  not  permit  them  to  assault  during  Yule- 
lide,  and  Rognvald  made  more  rhymes  ;  how  they  captured  the 
DnSmund,  or  Saracen  privateer,  when  the  Jarl  made  still  more 
reises;  how  they  visited  Jerusalem,  bathed  in  Jordan,  where 
yrt  again  the  rhyming  faculty  came  out  strong  ;  how  they  went 
lo  Constantinople,  where  they  found  Eindridi  Ungi,  who  had 
deserted  them  at  Gibraltar;  how  Jarl  Rognvald,  Bishop  William, 
and  others  rode  from  Apulia  in  Italy  to  Denmark,  and  thence 
made  their  way  home,  vtA  Norway,  full  details  are  given  in  the 
Saia.  The  story  of  Rognvald's  J  orsa la-faring  is  the  cameo  of 
ihewhole  Saga,  and  gives  a  curious  picture  of  the  mixture  of 
pietyand  plundering  which  animated  the  best  of  the  Norsemen 
of  that  day. 

Whilst  Rogn\-ald  was  travelling  in  foreign  parts,  stirring 
events  were  taking  place  in  the  dominions  he  had  left  under 
'^le  rale  of  Harald.  The  very  summer,  1152,  he  sailed,  King 
Eyslein  came  westward  with  a  large  army,  and,  surprising 
Haiald  at  Thurso,  compelled  him  to  become  "  his  man,"  a 
wnipacl  which  was  confirmed  by  the  ustial  oaths  intended  to 
W  Itept  by  each  side  as  long  as  was  convenient  and  no  longer. 
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From  thence  King  Eystein  proceeded  southwards  |ilund«r  - 
ing  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  **  considering,"  so  far  as  hia 
English  raid  was  concerned,  "  that  he  was  taking  revenge  fo^ 
King  Harald  Sigurd's  son,"  who  had  been  slain  at  Stamfond 
Bridge  eighty-six  years  previously. 

Maddad,  l^rl  of  Atholc,  was  now  dead,  and  his  widow-. 
Margaret,  was  living  in  Orkney  with  (iunni,  brother  of  Swein 
Asleifs  son,  by  whom  she  had  several  children.  The  Sf^ 
describes  her  as  **a  handsome  woman,  but  a  virago." 

Erlend,  the  son  of  Harald  Sldtimali,  had  been  living,  since 
his  grandmother  and  great-aunt  had  been  banished  from  the 
Orkneys  by  his  uncle  Jarl  Paul,  at  first  with  his  aunt  Frikork 
and  afterwards  with  her  brother  Elarl  Ottar,  at  Thurso.  He  is 
described  as  **a  very  j)romising  man,  and  accomplished  ir 
most  things,  liberal  in  money,  gentle,  o|>en  to  advice,  and 
j;reatly  loved  by  his  men." 

Having  l>ecn  created  Earl  of  Caithness  by  Malcolm,  King  oJ 
Scots,  Erlend,  after  negotiations  with  Jarl  Harald,  which  seem, 
however,  to  have  come  to  nothing,  finally  took  jiossession  o\ 
all  the  islands,  with  the  assent  of  the  Ikendr,*  which  Sweir 
seems  to  have  obtained  for  him  on  the  understanding  that  Jar 
Rognvahl,  on  his  return,  should  l)e  allowed  to  claim  a  half 

Erlend,  having  settled  himself  in  the  Orkneys,  another  Erlend 
and  distinguished  from  him  as  Erlend  Ungi  or  Eriend  thi 
Younger,  apj)ears  to  have  proceeded  to  court  Margaret,  Haraki'^ 
mother,  or  she  to  entrap  him,  which  is  (|uite  as  likely.  Harakf 
however,  objected  to  the  alliance,  s<>  the  somewhat  inden 
Delilah  fled  with  her  new  lover  to  Mousa,  a  small  island  oi 
the  south-east  side  of  the  Mainland  of  Shetland,  to  whid 
place  they  were  followed  by  Harald,  who  besieged  them  ii 
the  broch,  which  is  still  standing,  and  after  a  time  [)cniuttctf 
the  marriage  to  be  solemnised. 

Circa  1155.  Jarl  Rognvald  had  now  returned  from  hi 
pilgrimage  lui  Norway  to  the  Orkneys,  when  he  and  ErkiM 

»  Plural  of  lU^ndi,  "dweller*  or  '•resident,'  and  used  io  place  o 
Oiallers  orv  Freeholder"*. 
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"■wie  10  terms  and  made  an  alliance  againM  tiirl  H.iraki,  which 

•aj,  u  usual,  confirmed  wiih  oatlis. 
I        Hoirever,  the  Rognvald-Erlend   allianci;  was    nut  of   long 

"Uliding,  as,  on  Harald  turning  up  at  Thurso,  he  and  Rognvald 
did  some  more  swearing,  and  proceeded  to  attack  Erlend. 
M\a  divere  skirmishes  and  alarms,  as  they  say  in  the  old 
plays.  Rognvald  and  Harald  eventually  surprised  Erlend  aliout 
Si-E  nights  before  Christinas,  and  slew  him  on  ihe  island  of 
Etiffluy.  Erlend,  having  been  keeping  up  the  season,  was  so 
tinmk,  that,  we  are  told,  he  had  to  be  lifted  inio  the  boat  when 
bti  followers  tried  to  escape. 

SveJn  was  now  nominally  reconciled  to  Jarls  Rognvald  and 
Hmdd,  for  the  former,  pirate  and  marauder  as  Swein  was,  he 
f^cms  to  have  had  a  sincere  regard,  but  with  Harald  he  was,  for 
soine  years,  constantly  at  feud  ind  in  phce  of  there  being  only 
i»o  Jarls,  there  werepractically  three,  the  third  S\\  em  apparently 
considering  himself  at  liberty  to  rob  and  shy  anywhere  Eicr\ 
'iiiumer,  we  are  told,  Rognvald  and  Hirild  wtri.  \n  ihi.  hibit 
"f  crossing  over  to  Caithness  to  hunt  the  red  detr  or  the 
reindeer,"  a  passage  which,  taken  in  coniundion  wuh  the  fiet 
'.'ihoms  of  reindeer  havm^,  been  found  m  Ihe  brjrhs  of  thi. 
north  of  Scotland,  shows  that  re  ndter  still  evisttd  in  thit 
disiiict  at  this  period. 

During  one  of  these  hunting  excursions  JnrI  Rognvald  iva;^ 
'lain  at  Calder  in  Caithness  by  Thorbiiirn  Klerk,  the  worthy 
;nindson  of  the  fiend  Frikork.  And  so  died  in  1158  Jar! 
Kognvald,  the  brightest,  and,  take  him  all  round,  the  best  of 
those  Norse  Jarls  whose  reign  over  the  Orkneys  was  now  draw- 
!fig  to  a  close ;  though  why  he  should  have  been  canonised 
in  1198.  unless  it  was  for  building  St.  Magnus,  is  somewhat 
"f  an  enigma. 

Harald  was  inclined  to  let  Tborbiorn  Klerk  off.  both  on  the 
^TOund  of  his  having  acted  as  his  tutor  and  foMtr-faiher,  and 
il^Oon  the  score  of  relationship,  but  Magnus  Gunni's  son  (not 
'■unni  Swein's  brother),  the  noblest  of  Harald's  followers,  told 
W  that  if  he  did  so,  he  (Harald)  would  be  charged  with  having 
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plotted  Rognvald's  death.  As  Harald  still  hung  back,  Magni 
proceeded  to  bum  the  miscreant  out  of  some  buildings  inwhu 
he  had  taken  refuge,  and  on  his  attempting  to  escape  slew  hi; 
and  all  his  followers.  The  murder  took  place  somewhere  aba 
the  Loch  of  Caider,  and,  after  Thorbiom  had  been  dd 
accounted  for,  Magnus  took  the  corpse  of  the  murdered  Ji 
to  Forss  and  thence  to  Thurso.  From  Thurso  the  remin 
of  Rhyming  Rognvald  were  transported  in  state  to  Kirkwa] 
where,  as  was  fitting,  they  were  interred  in  that  Cathedn 
which  he  had  erected,  and  which  to  this  day  forms  his  sol 
monument  in  the  Orkneys  or  Shetland,  as,  strange  to  say,  oc 
a  single  church  appears  to  have  been  dedicated  to  his  rocmon 
Swein,  after  Rognvald's  death,  kept  on  his  old  ootme! 
spending  the  winter,  late  summer,  and  early  autumn  on  hi 
proj^erty  at  Gairsay,  where  he  had  erected  the  largest  dhnkini 
hall  in  the  islands  and  kej)t  some  eighty  kindred  spirits,  who 
when  non-resident,  accompanied  him  on  his  frcebootini 
forays.  Swcin's  '*  little  i;ame  "  was  thus  descril>e<i  by  Eifil 
the  Icelander  :  — 

'*  ffilf.! -dozen  h   mcsten'ls  huming. 
Half  .i-dozcn  housth'.KU  plumlcrcd  : 
This  was  Swtrin'"  work  of  a  niomiii^  — 
rhi>  his  vcnjjcai.cc  ;  o>al>  he  lent  ihcm 

Jarl  Harald  warned  him  that  the  pitcher  would  go  once  to 
often  to  the  well,  hut  Swein  would  have  one  more  autuni 
ex|)e(lition,  after  which  he  intended  no  doubt  to  live  deanl 
and  **make  his  soul,"  as  the  Irish  say.  However,  this  autumn 
foray  was  destined  to  j)rove  the  truth  of  Harald's  predictXM 
and  Swein  was  >lain  in  the  streets  of  Dublin,  saving  with  h 
last  breath — 

*'  Know  all   men.  whether   I  die  to-day  or  not,   thai  I  ai 
the  holy  Earl    Rognvald's   henchman,  and  my   confidence 
whrre    he    is    with    ('»(k1."     Like   that   of   Rob   Roy,    Swein 
epitaph    should    l)e    **  ower    Uid   for    blessing,  ower  good  li 
banning." 

Rognvald's  daughter  and  only  child  Ingigerd  had  manic 
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one  Eirfli  Slagbrellir,  and  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Hanid  Ungi,  Ihe  eldest  of  the  sons,  when  he  grew  up  was 

(nntnf  half  the  islands  by  Magnus  Erling's  son,  then  King  of 

.Vonaj,  and  half  of  the  earldom  of  Caithness  by  William  the 

Ijon,  KiiiK  of  Scotland. 

Jail  H.vald  the  Elder,  as  might  have  been  expected,  refused 

wrccognisc  his  namesake's  claims,  and  the  two  Jarls  at  length 
^n  in  battle  somewhere  near  Thurso,  in  Caithness,  where  the 
ramger  Harald  fell. 

lanumerable  miracles,  according  to  the  Saga,  testified  to  the 
MDCiity  of  the  ground  on  which  the  combat  took  place,  and 
J  church  was  afterwards  erected  on  the  spot  where  he  feU. 
Minde-working  seems  to  have  been  hereditary  in  this  family. 

To  avenge  the  younger  Haratd's  death  and  the  occupation 
nf  Caithness  by  the  eldur  OTie  without  his  leave  or  license, 
William  the  Lion  ordered  Rognvald,  the  King  of  the  Hebrides, 
io  seize  and  occupy  Caithness,  which  he  did  for  some  time,  and, 
M  his  departure,  left  three  stewards  or  syslumenn  to  manage 
i!w  aifairs  of  the  district,  one  of  whom  was  murdered  by  a 
iolloncr  of  Harald. 

Biihop  Jon,  who  was  then  Bishop  of  Caithness,  had  refused 
'0  allow  the  collection  in  his  diocese  of  the  Peter's  pence, 
"hich  Jarl  Harald  had  granted  to  Che  Holy  See  ;  so  when,  on 
Harold's  landing  in  Cailhntss,  the  bishop  attempted  to  act  the 
Itacc-maker  between  the  Jarl  ind  the  Caithnessmen,  his  mter 
'sntion  only  made  Harald  more  funous,  who  stormtd  ihL  buri, 
II  *hich  the  bishop  had  taken  re  luge,  and  havin^-  shm  most 
''i  the  garrison,  cau.sed  the  bishop  to  be  blmdcd  ind  h  ■, 
'mpie  cut  out.  Jon,  howtver,  on  pnjmg  to  St  Trtiini-ll, 
'he  occulist  among  saints,  recovered  both  hi^  'sight  and  spctrh 
Fonhis  outrage  Harald  was  comjiLllLdby  K\v\^  Willnm — who 
1'  5aid  to  have  previously  blinded  and  otherwise  horriblj 
tnmilated  Harald's  son,  Thorfinn — to  pay  a  fine  imotiniing  lo 

-■=M  marks  of  silver, 
^^'hilst  thus  involved  with  his  Scottish  Suzerain,  Hinld  had 

-■0  been  mi\ed  up  in  the  conspinc}   of   the  E\jarskepL,jar 
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against  his  other  lord  |)arainounty  Sverrir,  King  of  Norvay 
and  for  his  complicity  in  this  rebellion  was  in  1195  dqih^-ec 
of  the  lordship  of  Shetland,  which  remained  severed  from  thp< 
Jarldom  of  Orkney  till  it  was  granted  to  Henry  St  Qiirir 
1379  by  King  Hdkon  Magnus*  son. 

Harald  died,  according  to  Anderson,  in  the  year  1 206,  aiMd 
was  succeeded  by  his  sons  J6n  and  David. 

Harald,  says  the  Saga^  was  one  of  the  three  greatest  of  the 
Orcadian  Jarls,  the  other  two  being  Sigurd  the  first  JarL  and 
the  great  Jarl  Thorfinn.  In  conjuction  with  Jarl  Rognvikl  he 
had  ruled  for  twenty  years,  and,  after  Rognvald's  murder,  for 
forty-eight  years  longer  he  ruled  alone. 

David,  his  son,  died  in  the  year  12 14,  and  after  his  death 
his  brother  Jon  became  Jarl  of  all  the  Orkneys.  As  was  the 
case  with  his  father  Harald,  J6n  found  himself  in  trouble  with 
his  Scottish  and  Norwegian  Suzerains. 

Bishop  J6n,  who  had  survived  his  mutilation  eleven  ]reafs» 
was  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Caithness  by  Adam,  Abbot  rf 
Melrose,  who  oppressed  his  flock  in  the  most  unblushing 
manner,  till,  goaded  to  madness  by  his  exactions,  the>'  burnt 
him  to  death  in  his  o^-n  kitchen  at  Halkirk  {Hd  Kirkm\  cp 
the  valley  of  the  Thurso.  This  tragedy  is  thus  quaintiv 
described  *  by  Wyntoun  :  — 

**  Thrc  hundyrc  men  in  company 
Gaddyrt  on  hjrm  suddenly, 
Tuk  hym  owt  quhare  that  he  lay 
Of  his  chawmyre  befor  day, 
Modyr  naked  hys  body  bare  ; 
Thai  band  hym,  dang  hym,  and  wound}!  lair. 
Into  the  nycht  or  day  couth  davre. 
The  monk  thai  »lue  tbare,  hjrs  fala«e. 
And  the  child  that  in  his  chawmyr  lay. 
Thare  thai  slwe  hym  befurc  day. 
Hym^clf  bwndyn  and  wowndjrt  syne 
Thai  pwt  h)rm  in  hyi  awyn  kychyne. 
In  thair  felnv  ami  tharc  ire 
Thare  thai  brynt  htm  in  a  fyre.*' 

^  Ork^  Sa£,  Intrudttctioc,  p.  itiv 
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"ot  liie  bishop's  murder  Alexander  II,  of  Scotland  exacted 
arfiil  retribution,  causing  the  feet  and  hands  to  be  hewn 
1  efghty  men  who  had  been  present  at  the  tragedy. 
iri  Jdn,  who  had  refused  to  intervene  between  the  bishop 

his  flock,  was  heavily  fined  by  Alexander,  for  his  apathy, 
were  nothing  worse.     No  sooner  was  this  matter  settled 

he  was  suspected  by  his  Norwegian  sovereign  of  com- 
y  in  the  rebellious  designs  of  Jarl  Skule,  and  to  clear 
t!f  was  compelled  to  go  to  Bergen,  where,  on  his  return 
le  Orkneys,  he  left  his  only  son  Harald  as  a  hostage 
lis  future  good  behaviour,  who  was  drowned  at  sea  in 

probably,  as  Anderson  suggests,  on  his  voyage  home. 

HJkon  appears  to  have  appointed  one  Hanef  Ungi  as 
sident  or  commissioner  in  the  Orkneys,  to  see  that  Jon 
e  future  kept  clear  of  all  treasonable  proceedings, 
th  Hanef,  Snaekol!  Gunni's  son,  a  grandson  of  Jarl  Rogn- 
and  one  Aulver  lUteit,  Jdn  quarrelled  in  1231,  and  was 
l)y  them  in  the  cellar  of  the  inn  in  which  he  was  slaying 
ursa     His  murderers  fled  to  Kolbein  Hruga's  Castle,  in 

or  Wyre,  the  grass-grown  remains  of  which  are  known 
t  present  day  as  Cobbe  Row's  Castle,  where  they  were 
;ed  by  Jon's  partisans,  till  both  sides  agreed  to  refer  the 
r  to  King  Hdkon,  who  executed  Aulver  Illteit  and  others 
:nprisoned  Hanef  and  Snaekoll.  The  greater  number  of 
ading  men  in  the  Orkneys  went  over  lo  Norway  for  this 
ind  were  all  lost  at  sea  on  their  voyage  home, 
th  Jon's  death  the  line  of  the  Norse  Jarls,  and  the 
ilile  of  Odal  Right,  so  far  as  the  Jarldom  of  the  Orkneys 
concerned,  came  to  an  end  together,  as  in  none  of  the 
sding  lines  do  we  find  any  instance  of  the  Jarldom  being 
by  more  than  one  person  at  a  time. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THK   NORSE   PEKIOV^^ (dm flHU^Jy 

The  Earidom  in  tht  Angus  line^   1231 — 1321. 

With  the  Norse  Jarls  the  romantic  and,  as  some  \fCX3\ 
would  say,  the  heroic  era  of  Orcadian  history  came  to  an  ei 
and  the  glim}iscs  we  afterwards  get  of  the  islands  arc  few  a 
far  iK'tween,  till  they  [txssed  under  the  sway  of  the  Scott 
Crown  more  than  two  centuries  later  on.  Of  Shetbnd«  ei 
under  the  Norse  Jarls,  we  have  very  few  notices,  and  for  1 
la.st  two  centuries  of  Norwegian  rule  we  have  fewer  stilL  1 
materials  for  the  Inrtter  elucidation  of  the  history  of  bi 
groups,  and  esi>ecially  of  the  northern  one,  which  from  11 
to  1379  was,  with  the  Faroes  directly  administered  by 
Norwegian  monarchs,  are  probably  lying  in  the  archives 
IJergen, 

On  the  death  of  JiSn,  Magnus,  a  !»on  of  Gilbride  Earl 
Angus,  and  whose  mother  was  either  sister  or  daughter  of 
last  of  the  Norse  Jarls,  was  created  Earl  of  Caithness 
Alexander  1 1,  of  Scotland,  who,  however,  granted  what  is  n 
known  as  Sutherland,  and  which  hitherto  had  formed  |iart 
the  Karldom  of  Caithness,  to  William  Freskvn. 

Magnus,  who  seems  to  have  been  either  created  or  allow 
to  assume  the  title  of  Earl  of  Orkney  by  the  King  of  Nonr 
is,  according  to  the  Icelandic  Annals,  said  to  have  died 
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ui<),  and   was  succeeded  by  one  Gilbride,  hut  whether  liis 

tuW,  bis  brother,  or  his  son,  does  not  appear.     Gilbride,  who 

iitilin  1356,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Magnus,  who  accom- 

pinWd  King  Hikon,  in  1263,  on  that  ill-slarred  exi)edition 

vhen  the  Norsemen  went  out  to  shear  and  came  liack  shorn, 

indtht;  Viking  expeditions  on  British  soil  and  in  British  seas 

er  put  an  end  to  by  the  bloody  dtft-al  at  Largs. 

Sick,  sad.  and  weary,   Hikon,  with  what  remnants  of  his 

'iKttht  Scots  and  the  elements  had  spared  to  him,  returned 

Orkneys,  where,  having  !aid  up  his  long  siiips  in  Midland 

IWoor  (now  Smoogra   Bay)    and  Scapa  Bay,  he  rode  into 

Kirt;wll,and  taking  to  his  bed  in  the  bishop's  palace,  departed 

ihe  15th  of  December,  1163,  to  join  his  Viking  ancestors 

the  halls  of  Valhalla.      After  temporary  intennent  in  St, 

Mignus  Cathedral,  the  remains  of   the  Norwegian   numarcli 

conveyed  in  the  March   following  on    hoard   his    own 

JT-ship  to  Bergen. 

Hikon  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Magnus  the  Seventh,  who, 
Iciming  wisdom  from  the  result  of  his  father's  fatal  expedition, 
hja  treaty  '  entered  into  at  Perth,  in  the  year  1266,  between 
hinisdf  and  Alexander  the  Third  of  Scotland,  yielded  op  lo 
'heScollish  crown  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  all  other  islands  in 
lilt  irestern  and  southern  portion  of  the  great  "  haff,"  to- 
gttherwith  all  right  of  patronage  to  the  See  of  Man  free  from 
^1  jurisdiction  of  the  Metropolitan  of  Nidaros  in  Nonvay, 
"cieqnis  insulis  Orcadie  et  Yhedandie  (|uas  idem  rex  Norwagie 
'um  dorainiis  homagiis  et  redditibus  serviciis  et  omnibus 
iiiribus  et  [lertinenciis  suis  infra  easdem  contiguis  dominio  suo 
•litlaliter  reseruauit,"  in  consideration  of  an  annual  payment 
'''  "  centum  marcas  bonorum  el  legalium  sterlingorum  secundum 
modum  el  usum  curie  Romane  ac  regnorum  Francie  Anglce  et 
^'x:iE"iii  the  Church  of  St.  Magnus  in  Orkney,  into  the  hands 
''I  the  Biihop  of  Orkney,  or  of  the  represenl alive,  specially 
'Icputsd  for  that  purpose,  of  the  King  of  Nonvay;  and  if 
itither  bishop  nor  special  agent,  then  into  the  hands  of  the 
'  Telerkiu's  Renlals,  Appendix,  p.  z. 
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canons  of  that  church.  Magnus,  Earl  of  Orkney,  died  somt- 
where  about  1273,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  of  the  sairc 
name,  who,  dying  without  issue,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother 
John  in  1284. 

Here  we  come  to  an  episode  in  Norwegian  histor)*,  whicK, 
like  the  Perkin  \Varl)eck  incident  in  England  and  that  of  the 
lost  I)aui>hin  in  France,  showed  the  power  and  extent  01 
popular  credulity.  Eirik  the  Priest  Hater,  who  succccdcti 
Magnus  the  Fourth  as  King  of  Norway,  married,  in  the  year 
1 281,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Alexander  the  Third  of  Scotland 
Of  this  marriage  the  only  issue  was  Margaret,  **  the  Maid  ot 
Norway,"  who,  through  her  mother  being  heiress  to  the  Scotch 
crown,  was  betrothed  to  Edward  of  F^ngland,  son  of  the 
greatest  of  the  Plantagenets. 

"The  Maid  "  was.  in  the  year  1290,  desjKitched  to  ScotlanA 
but  died  at  sea  either  in  the  month  of  Septeml)er  or  Octobo. 
It  was  for  a  long  while  Ivelieved  that  she  had  been  Iwricci 
in  St.  Magnus  Cathedral,  but  it  has  l)ecn  proved  *  in  recent 
years  that  the  body  was  not  even  tem|>orarily  interred  there, 
but  was  carried  straight  liack  to  Ikrrgen,  where  Flirik  had 
the  coffin  oi>ened,  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  identity  of  th« 
corpse  Inrfore  it  was  dejK)sited  in  the  choir  of  Christ  Church 
where  likewise  the  remains  of  Hdkon  the  Unfortunate  ha< 
l)een  laid.  Flirik  the  Priest  Hater,  died  al>out  the  year  1209 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Hdkon  the  Seventh,  shoril| 
after  whose  succession  a  woman  api)eared  in  Bergen  and  an 
nounced  that  she  was  the  Maid  of  Norway,  and  that  she  Hai 
t)een  **sold"  by  her  attendant,  one  Ingibiorg  Flrlingvlatta 
The  whole  story  was  im|>robable,  and  in  1301  she  {joid  lb 
|»enalty  for  her  imposture  by  l)eing  burnt  at  Nordne^s. 

The  iHDpulacc,  however,  looked  uj)on  her  as  a  martyr,  an< 
the  pilgrimages  to  the  place  of  her  execution  had  to  be  putdovi 
with  the  strong  hand. 

John  Earl  of  Orkney  died  somewhere  about  13 10,  am 
was    succeeded   by   his   son    Magnus,    who   was   one   of  xhk 

^   Prfic.  SiOf.  Ami.  vol.  1.  p.  418. 
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ninety-nine  Scottish  nobles  who  in   the  year  ijso  signed  the 

tata  lo  ihe  Pope  asserting  the  independence  of  the  Scottish    ■ 
I  Qom    M^us,  including  the  Saint,  the  fifth  of  that  name 
'  rto  bd  been  Earls  of  Orkney,  is  supposed  to  have  died  in 

13JI.  and  with  him  the  Angus  line  of  the  Earls  of  Orkney  came 

fn  in  end. 

Tht  Earldom  in  the  Strathirne  line,  1321 — 1379. 

A  good  deal  of  obscurity  has  for  a  long  while  lain  over  this 
jKnod  of  Orcadian  history,  from  the  fact,  in  a  great  measure, 
of  no  less  than  four  Earls  of  Straiheme  having  successively 
home  the  name  of  Malise.  From  some  "  Iv'oles '  on  the 
Estldom  of  Caithness,"  read  by  Dr.  Skene,  the  well-known 
iislorian.  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Scottish  Antiquaries  in 
^\  we  find  that,  in  all  probability,  Malise,  fourth  Earl  of 
■tralheme,  was  created  Earl  of  Orkney  in  right  of  his  mother, 
hough  how  she  was  connected  with  the  previous  Earls  of 
Hney  of  the  Angus  line  does  not  appear.  Earl  Malise,  who 
ppears  to  have  been  twice  married,  had  several  daughters,  one 
1'  whom,  Agnela,  left  a  son  named  Erngils  Suncson,  who,  in 
35J,  Earl  Malise  having  died,  it  is  believed,  about  1350,  was 
rated  Earl  of  Orkney.  Erngils,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy 
he  Earldom,  as  all  his  rights  thereto  and  in  connection  there- 
■ithwere  sequestered  by  King  Magnus  in  1357,  after  which 
lie  Earldom  seems  !o  have  remained  in  abeyance  till  the 
1-  Oairs  first  come  on  the  scene. 

The  Earldom  in  ihe  St.  Clair  line,  1379 — -1468, 

In  the  year  1379  Henry  St.  Clair  of  Roslin  and  a  certain 
■lalisc  Sperra,  both  apparently  through  their  mothers, 
■wghttrs  of  Earl  Malise,  laid  claim  to  the  Earldom  of 
Jtliney,  in  which  contest  Henry  St.  Clair  was  successful,  and 

a.';  invested  not  only  with  the  Earldom  of  Orkney,  but  also 
'  /'JW.  Slot.  Ant.  vol.  jji.  p.  471 76. 
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the  Lordship  of  Shetland,  which  had  been  severed  froni 
Earldom  in  the  time  of  Harald  Maddad's  son.  The  first  ac 
the  newly  created  Earl  was,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibition  agai 
building  places  of  strength  in  the  islands  which  King  Hi] 
had  imposed  on  him,  to  erect  the  castle  of  Kirkwall,  the 
relics  of  which  were  only  swept  away  a  few  years  since.  Ab 
this  time  (1382)  William,  the  fourth  Bishop  of  Orkney 
that  name,  was  either  slain  or  burnt  by  his  flock.  Mi 
Sperra  seems  to  have  endeavoured  to  establish  himself 
Shetland,  and  in  a  quarrel  which  arose  between  the  com 
at  a  Thing  meeting  in  the  year  1389,  was  slain  ;  whco 
standing  stone  of  grey  granite  close  to  the  roadside  betw 
the  Lochs  of  Tingwall  and  Asta  was  probably  erected  to  mark 
spot  where  he  fell  Earl  Henry  is  supj>osed  to  have  diedab 
1400,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Henry,  who  was  sent 
charge  of  James  the  First,  the  Poet  King  of  Scotland,  on  t 
unfortunate  voyage  to  France  for  James's  education,  wl 
they  were  captured  on  the  13th  November,  1405,  off  Ft 
borough  Head.  On  the  death  of  Henry,  the  second  Eari 
that  name,  in  141 8,  his  son  William  seems  to  have  been  a  mil 
and  the  islands  were  first  administered  by  the  Bishop,  Thoi 
Tulloch,  then  by  David  Menzies  of  Weem,  and  again  by 
Bishop,  till  in  1434  Earl  William  was  formally  invested. 

Menzies  was  the  forerunner  of  those  greedy  gripping  Sec 
donatories,  who  looked  uiK)n  the  islands  as  a  milch  cow,  to 
s(|ueezed  for  their  own  sfHxrial  l)enefit,  and  a  long  string 
charges  was  brought  by  the  natives  whom  he  had  oppro 
before  King  Eirfk.  \  coj)y  of  these  charges  will  be  found 
the  curious  in  Balfour's  Oppressions.  The  connection  of 
later  Earls  with  Scotland  led  to  a  great  influx  of  Scotchi 
into  the  Isles,  and  the  dislike,  almost  amounting  to  hat 
at  times,  of  the  *' ferry  louping  "  strangers,  was  prol^ably 
engendered  al>out  this  j)eriod  That  the  Orcadians  m-erc  N 
Scotticised  Iwfore  the  transfer  of  the  islands  in  1468  is  sh< 
by  a  deed  *  of  gift  in  English  or  Scotch,  made  on  the  6th 

*  Orkney ^  Dettit  relating  to^  p.  iii. 
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(rf  June,  in  the  year  1433,  by  one  "Duncnn  off  Law,"  of  a 
in  Kirkwall  to  one  "  Donalde  Gierke,"  as  a  marriage 
with  Jonet  Law,  sister  of  the  donor.  We  have  set:n 
in  and  his  like  used  to  ravage  the  Western  Isles,  and 
of  the  fathers  were  now  being  visited  on  the  children, 
Qd,in  Ihe  years  1460  and  1461,  complainLs  were  made  to 
King  Christian  I.  of  the  raids  during  the  summer  season  of 
John  of  Ross  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and  his  bands  of  Islemen, 
Iiiih.  and  Scots  from  the  woods,  who  wasted  the  lands, 
piimdot-d  the  fanns,  destroyed  habitations,  and  put  the  in- 
hihiunis  to  the  sword  without  regard  to  age  or  sex.  Traditions 
iboni  these  raids  still  survive  in  Westray  in  the  Orkneys,  and 
ID  DnnroKsness  on  the  Mainland  of  Shetland,  and  in  Foula ;  and 
u  die  last-named  island '  the  Lewismen,  as  these  raiders  were 
ahmys  termed  by  the  natives,  are  said  to  have  cut  and  burnt 
dovn  the  trees  to  prevent  their  being  used  as  a  place  of  refuge 
lor  tfie  inhabitants. 

The  annual  tribute  of  a  hundred  marks,  payable  in  rcsfjecl 
rf  the  Hebrides,  and  known  as  the  "  Annual  of  Norway," 
lad  nmr  been  unpaid  for  many  years,  and  the  arrears,  with 
liie  fines  for  non-punctual  payment,  amounted  to  a  large  sum, 
wd  after  fruitless  negotiations  between  Christian  the  First. 
tiJng  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norw.iy,  and  James  tht; 
Sicond  of  Scotland,  for  the  settlement  of  the  matter,  it  was 
speed  to  refer  the  questions  in  dispute  to  Charles  the  Seventh 
"f  France,  who  recommended  the  marriage  of  Margaret,  Chris- 
tian's daughter,  to  the  son  and  heir  of  James,  The  death  of 
ihe  last-named  monarch  at  the  siege  of  Roxburgh  for  a  tinm 
poian  end  to  the  negotiations,  and  it  was  not  until  the  8th  of 
September,  1468,  that  the  contract"  of  marriage  between  Margari;i 
Slid  James  the  Third  was  signed.  By  this  contract,  in  return 
'"'he  dowry  settled  by  the  Scottish  monarch.  Christian  relin 
li^shed  all  claims,  both  past  and  prospective,  in  resi>ect  of  tin' 
.Annual  of  Norway,  pledged  the  Orkneys  for  tlie  sum  1  ^l 
'  Low's  Toitr,  p.  103. 
■  Peterkin'5  ff™/a/i,  Appendii!,  |i|i.  ^-\\. 
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50,000  florins  of  the  Rhine,  and  agreed  to  pay  a  further  sum  d 
1 0,000  florins  lx:fore  the  dcfKirturc  of  Margaret  to  Scotland 

Before  that  event   took  place  Christian,  however,  {xnrerM 
monarch  as  he  was,  could  only  find  2,000  out  of  the  stipaJald 
10,000  florins,  and  for  the  balance  of  8,000  pledged  Shetbiri 
on  similar  terms  to  those  on  which  the  Orkneys  had  alrcadr 
l)een  mortgaged.     That  the  transaction  was  originally,  what  it 
was  said  to  be,  merely  a  temporary  pledging,  is  shown  hf  al 
the  attendant  circumstances,  and  even  as  late  as  1668  the  v^ 
of  redemption  was  said  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  assembled  it 
Hreda  not  only  not  to  have  Ixjen  barred  by  prescription,  bat  to 
l)e  imprescribable. 

A  few  years  back  one  would  have  said  that  the  idet  rf 
Britain  handing  over  or  l>ack  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  to 
whichever  of  the  three  Scandinavian  powers  the  right  of  mkf 
tion  may  now  belong,  was  the  dream  of  an  idiot,  but  in  tte 
days  of  the  awakening  of  the  national  conscience  it  \&  Kvi 
to  tell  what  may  hai)pen.  Whether  the  most  ardent  of  Ae 
Philo-Scandinavians  amongst  the  Orcadians  and  Sheclaodoi 
would  care  to  sever  their  connection  with  the  British  Cro«t 
and  become  the  inhabitants  of  far-off  dependencies  of  so*e 
second-rate  European  power,  is,  however,  somewhat  doubtioL 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


SCOITISH   AND    IIKITIEH    KULE. 


"Sec  centuries  of  Odal  sub-division  had  minutely  inter- 
mingled the  lands,  rights,  and  privileges  of  every  Townland. 
Attach  succession  the  Odalsjord  was  shared  among  the  Odal- 
bom.  male  and  female— the  Jarl  claimed  for  himself  or  for 
Ihe  crown  all  lands  forfeited  and  unredeemed,  and  seized  as 
nitimus  hares  every  inheritance  lapsed  or  unclaimed — the 
liishop  asserted  the  Church's  right  to  the  gifts  of  the  pious, 
1  share  of  the  forfeits  of  the  guilty,  the  leinds  of  all,  and 
ihe  eorban  perpetuity  of  every  indulgence  once  permitted  m 
a  Churchman — and  Scottish  settlers  claimed  Odal  lands  and 
Odal  rights  by  descent,  affinity,  or  purchase.  Thus  the  Odals- 
jotds  and  their  vague  and  customary  pertinents  were  mixed  in 
aliemate  patches,  ridges,  or  furrows,  not  only  with  other  Odals, 
i'Ut  with  the  claims  of  Jarl,  Bishop,  or  setUer,  as  undefined,  but 
^ore  arbitrarily  expansive.  Even  before  the  OdaJlers'  final 
'hange  of  masters,  two  centuries  of  such  foreign  and  native 
influence  had  prepared  the  way  for  such  a  revolution,  by 
nicdifjing  his  privileges,  altering  his  customs,  and  clTacini; 
much  even  of  his  own  memory  of  thcit  origin  and  traditions. 
Bui  his  spirit  was  still  unbroken,  he  was  still  a  Thingman,  his 
"rder  was  still  that  of  the  Gofugar  and  Gaedingar  of  the  Sagas, 
'"le /'twrrt  fcwCT«»/Vij/(V,  whose  wealth  and  influence  pointed 
'■^era  out  as   marks  of  the    oppressor.      Their    Odal    lands. 
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I>crtincnts,  and  immunities,  were  still  the  field  m-hence  b^ 
|>ower  could  reap  a  golden  harvest,  and  more  than  a  centu 
Scottish  oppression  was  still  required  to  level  the  Peasant  N 
of  Orkney  with  the  Tacksman  or  Husbandman  of  the  Eari 
or  Bishopric."  *  Such  is  the  graphic  picture  Balfour  gin 
the  state  of  the  Orkneys  when  they  passed  from  under 
I  )anebrog  to  Inrneath  the  folds  of  the  white  cross  standai 
Scotland. 

How  matters  would  have  worked  out  had  the  islands  I 
left  to  sha|x:  their  own  destinies  by  the  ordinary  coiirn 
natural  laws  may  be  doubtful,  but  that  sooner  or  later  a  m 
cataclysm  of  some  sort  must  have  upset  the  existing  suti 
society  is  evident.  James  III.,  however,  was  clearly  detcmii 
from  the  first,  that  he  would  not  have  another  vassal,  who  at 
moment  might  become  a  source  of  danger  to  his  kingdom; 
as  William,  Earl  of  Orkney,  who  had  been  created  En 
Caithness  by  James  II.  in  1455,  was  anxious  to  ha%'e  thet 
of  succession  to  that  title  taken  from  his  eldest  ion  Willi 
by  his  first  marriage  with  I^dy  Margaret  Douglas  daughtc 
Archibald  fourth  Mirl  of  Douglas,  and  re-granted  to  hit 
William  by  his  second  marriage  with  Marjory  daugfata 
.'\lexander  Sutherland  of  Dunl)eath,  he  readily  yielded  of 
his  rights  in  and  to  the  earldom  of  Orkney  in  exchange 
a  grant  of  the  lands  and  castle  of  Ra\'enscraig  in  Filieal 
a  i)cnsion  of  fifty  marks,  and  an  alteration  of  the  right  to 
succession  of  the  Caithness  earldom  in  accordance  whli 
wish.  His  eldest  and  disinherited  son  William,  suocccdcc 
the  castle  and  lands  of  Ravenscraig,  and  in  1489  Us 
Henry  was  created.-  as  being  "chieff  of  yat  hlude,**  Ba 
SincLiir,  the  thirteenth  holder  of  which  tide  is  now 
representative,  through  Catherine  daughter  of  John,  sen 
Kiron,  of  "  the  lordly  line  of  high  St.  Clair." 

.\s    soon    as  the  exchange  was  effected    the    earidom 
( )rkney  and  lordshiji  of  Shetland  were,  by  an  Act  passed  on 

*  Rilfour**  Opprnsions^  p.  zxxiv. 
=  I>oagIu*s  Perrnge,  toI.  ii.  p.  46S. 
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:bniary,  147 1,  annexed  lo  the  Scoltish  Crown  "nocht 
iven  away  in  time  to  cum  lo  na  persain  or  persaints 
enartly  to  ane  of  ye  kings  sonis  of  lauchful  bed." 

however,  was  not  enough,  and  as,  in  those  days, 
ad  not  yet  come  lo  question  the  power  of  the  Holy 
rant  countries,  together  with  the  human  chattels  thereto 
g,  lo  any  one  who  went  the  right  way  to  ohlain  the 

of  the  successor  of  St.  Peter,  Innocent  VIII.  was 
I  hall-mark  the  whole  transaction  with  his  blessing. 
doni  and  lordship  were  then  farmed  to  William,  sixth 
af  Orkney  of  that  name,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
icmers  for  arranging  the  marriage  with  Margaret  of 
t,  and  on  his  translation  to  the  see  of  Moray  in  1477, 

his  successor  in  the  diocese  of  Orkney  for  six  years 
ras  enabled  lo  squeeze  the  unfortunate  people  subject 
nder  mercies.     Both  of  these  episcopal  publicans  seem 

been  under   some    misapprehension    as  to  what  was 

belonging  to  the  earldom,  of  which  they  were  only 
1,  and  what  were  properly  bishopric  estates,  with  the 
result,  that,  on  Bishop  Andrew's  tack  termiiuting  in 
hilst  the  Crown  property  had  largely  decreased  the 
f  the  bishopric  had  as  largely  increased.  The  earldon: 
f   farmed   out  to    Henry   Sinclair,    not  as  yet  Baron 

probably  as  some  recom])ense  for  his  grand  fat  her*>; 
.!   conduct  towards    his  father;   and    under  his    rule, 

he  corrected  some  of  the  wrongs  of  the  right  reverend 
s  who  had  preceded  him,  the  Scotticising  the  .institu- 

both  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  according  to  Ihlfour, 
1  unchecked.  Lord  Sinclair  fell  on  the  9th  ot 
er,  r5i3,  at  that  fatal  field  of  Flodden  where  die 
of  Scotland  went  down,  like  swathes  of  grass  before 
ers,  under  the  pikes  of  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  "  the 
ountree,"  sacrificed  by  the  pig-headed,  Stewart-like 
y  of  their  monarch.  At  Flodden,  the  announcement 
burgh  of  the  terrible  issue  of  which  fight,  Aytoun, 
;r    sheriff-depute    of   Orkney    and    Zetland,    has     su 
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ringingly  desrril)ecl  in  his  Lays  of  the  Scottish  Cttxaiun^  soi 
five  hundred  Caithness  Sinclairs  under  William  i>ccond  Eui 
Caithness,  who  had  been  previously  under  attainder,  peruhi 
as   well   as    Henry,  first    Ijjxd   Sinclair.     Calder   mentions 
tradition  that,  an  evening  or  two  lieforc  the  battle,  James  P 
saw  a  tine  lx)dy  of  men  clad  in  green,  marching  in  to  joi 
his   forces,   and  on  being   t<.)ld    that   they  were   the   men  o 
Caithness  under  their  earl,    **The   king   mused  a  little  lad 
then  said,  '  Well,   if  that  l>e  William  Sinclair    I   will  |anki 
him.*     There  being  no  j>archment  in  the  camp  James  ordcnd 
the  deed  of  removal  of  forfeiture  to  be  extended  on  a  diva- 
head.     When  the  document  had  received  the  royal  bigrutiat  il 
was  cut  out  and  handed  to  the  Earl,  who  forthwith  despotdbed 
one  of  his  men  with  it  to  Caithness,  shortly  enjoining  him  to 
deliver  it  into  the  hands  of  his  lady,  s<jthat  in  the  event  ofhii 
falling  in  l>attle  the  family  might  be  secured  in  their  titles  aid 
lands.     The  l>earer  of  it  was  the  only  one  of  the  CaithneM 
c-or|)s  that  ever  returned — the  rest  having  l>een  all  killed  in  Ae 
engagement.    The  Karl,  on  his  way  south,  had  rru!»sed  the  Old 
of  Caithness  on  a  Monday,  and  for  a  long  time  after,  no  Sindaii 
would  cross  it  on  that  day  of  the  week,  or  wear  anything  i^ 
j)roa<"hing  the  colour  of  green."  *      Margaret,  widow  of  Lord 
Sinclair,  on  his  death  succeeded  to  such  rights  as  he  had  bdd 
in    the    Karldom,   and   by   successive   grants    held    them  tiE 
James  V.  resumed  iK)ssession  in   1540.     The  Orcadians  how- 
ever, seem  to  have  objected  to  l>eing  ruled  by  a  distaif,  and  in 
the  year  1515  the  ()dallen«  elected  Sir  James  Sinclair,  a  cailet 
of  the  family  with  the  l)aton  sinister,  as  their  leader.     Ate 
a  time  they  refused  to   |»ay  any  .xat  or  rents  to  I^y  Sindaii» 
and    in    1536   com^ielled   her   son   William    Lord   Sinclair  lo 
surrender  the  castle  oi  Kirkwall,  and  to  tly  into  Caithncs: 
whent^e   he  returned  in    the   following   year   with  his  coofli 
John  Karl  of  Caithne>s  and  a  large  force  at  his  back,  oolf 
to  l>e  signally  defeated  at   Summerdale  or    Digswell*  on  the 
north  siile  of  the  Ward  Hill  of  Orphir,  by  the  Orcadians  under 

'  CalJer's  Uutory  cf  Caitknes*^  p.  93. 
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t  /eadeiship  oi  Sir  James,  when  the  Earl  of  Caithness  and 
3st  of  hii  men  were  slaughtered.  Balfcur  says  Sir  James 
ptured  Lord  Sinclair,  beheaded  Nicol  Hall  the  Lawman,  and 
Efd  the  islands,  and  that  the  fight  look  place  in  1529,  John 
fenden,  generally  known  as  Jo  Ben,  who  wrote  in  15 19,  gives 
rj  as  the  year  in  which  the  fight  took  place,  and  adds, 
athcnenses  omnes  obversi  fuerunl  et  interfecti,  adeo  ut  ne 
iam  unus  superfuit."  The  accounts  of  the  whole  conlror 
»y  between  Sir  James  and  his  legitimate  kith  and  kin  are 
r  convicting,  as  the  invasion  or  attempt  lo  put  down  re- 
ion,  whichever  it  may  be  termed,  appears  to  have  been 
f  authorised  by  James  V.,  who  nevertheless  pardoned 
James,  and  granted  him,  under  false  representations,  the 
ids  of  Sanday  and  Eday,  though  Sinclair  of  Strome  and 
-■rs  who  had  taken  part  in  the  battle  were  not  respited 
1539.    James  V.  had  now,  1540,  resolved  to  see  forjiimself 

state  of  the  different  islands  subject  to  his  crown,  and  in 
course  of  his  voyage  round  to  the  Western  Isles  called  in 
iirkwall,  where  he  was  entertained  in  what  was  then  the 
copai  palace,  a  house  or  houses  til!  within  a  few  years  ago 
iding  on  the  west  side  of  Victoria  Street,  by  Bishop  M.ix- 
.  According  to  Principal  Gordon,'  of  the  Scots'  College  at 
is,  who  visited  the  Orkneys  in  178D,  the  bed  in  which  Jamus 
t  was  still  preserved  till  the  middle  of  that  century.     "  It 

of  wainscot  gilded  over ;  but  some  dothic  gentleman 
ight  proper  lo  convert  it  into  a  gate  to  an  inclosure.  This 
idfrom  a  friend  who  saw  the  bed  in  its  first  and  last  state." 
les  having  put  the  bishop  to  rights  in  a  few  particulars  in 
ch,  like  an  Orcadian  prelate,  he  had  gone  astray,  and  find- 

ihe  earldom  too  good  a  thing  to  be  allowed  any  longer  to 
lain  for  any  lengthy  period  out  of  the  royal  hands,  in  s]iiie 
het  protests,  revoked  all  tacks  and  leases  to  I-idy  Sinclair, 
%  eatldom  with  its  rights  was  then  leased  lo  that  "  minion  " 
James,  Oli^'er  Sinclair,  whose  gross  ignorance  of  military 
Iters  or    gross  treachery  led    to     the  shameful    defeat    of 

'  Arih.  Siol.  vol.  i.  p.  261. 
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Solway  Moss,  when  300  English  horsemen,  under  Daci 
and  Musgrave,  routed  io,ooo  Scottish  troops  and  ci(>ture 
over  1,000  prisoners,  a  defeat  which,  with  the  defectioD  « 
that  turbulant  nol)ility  so  often  the  bane  of  Scottish  monarrh 
broke  the  heart  of  the  King  of  the  ('onimons.  Sinclair  wa 
however,  not  permitted  to  enjoy  his  tack  without  litigatioi 
as  Marie  of  Guise,  the  Queen  Dowager,  laid  claim  to  thecal 
dora  and  its  rights  as  part  of  her  dower.  Whether  SincU 
ever  got  anything  out  of  his  lease,  or  whether  the  rents  an 
revenues  of  the  earldom  were  collected  on  behalf  of  the  Quec 
Dowager  to  the  date  of  her  death  in  1560  by  Bonot  th 
Frenchman  and  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  whom  at  different  tiw 
she  appears  to  have  appointed  governors  of  the  islands,  seem 
doubtful  According  to  Balfour.*  respites  and  pardons  fa 
murder  were  for  nearly  twenty  years  the  sole  records  oi  th 
islands. 

Rol)ert  Reid,  Prior  of  Heauly,  who  had  in  1540  succeeds 
Maxwell  as  Bishop  of  Orkney,  was  prol>ably  the  most  o 
lightened  and  one  of  the  ablest  of  all  the  prelates  who  hdi 
that  see  whether  before  or  after  the  Reformation.  He  w 
only  rebuilt  the  parish  church  of  St.  Ola,  now  degraded  in* 
a  dwelling-house  ;  restored  the  old  Bishop's  palace,  in  whic 
King  Hdkon  had  breathed  his  last,  and  added  to  it  a  sqoai 
and  a  circular  tower,  of  which  the  latter  is  still  standing 
lengthened  the  nave  of  the  cathedral ;  reorganised  the  chaf»Cei 
but  also  founded  the  grammar-school.  To  his  wise  for 
thought  also  Scotland  is  indcbte<i  for  the  University  < 
Edinburgh,  he  having  by  his  will  iK'cjueathed  the  sum  of  8,0c 
marks  for  the  puri)ose  of  endowing  three  schools,  one  ^ 
grammar,  another  for  [X)etry  and  orator)',  and  a  third  forci' 
and  common  law.  As  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  I 
the  Scottish  Estates,  Reid  attended  in  1558  the  marriage 
Mary  to  Francis  the  Dauphin  of  France,  was  WTeckcd 
Boulogne  in  going,  and  died  at  Diepjye  on  his  way  hoU 
|>oisoned,  with  his  brother  commissioners,  the  Earls  of  Rotf 

*   Balfonr'-i  (^//rr//i*»if/,  p.  xlv. 
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iiliis  and  Lord  Fleming,  Chancellor  of  Scotland, 
ed.  through  Guisean  treachery.  The  bodies  of  all 
ibalmed  and  interred  in  the  chapel  dedicated  In 
w  in  the  church  of  Saint  James,  Dieppe,  where  in 
;;ochet.  Inspector  of  National  Monuments  for  Seine 
lit  up  a  mural  tablet  to  the  Bishop's  memory, 
hwell,  the  first  Protestant  Bishop  of  Orkney,  was  a 
different  stamp,  and  one  of  his  first  acts  on  being 
Q  his  see  was,  in  rg6o,  to  feu  the  Castle  of  Nolt- 
ray  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging  lo  his  brother- 
Ibert  Balfour,  who  a  few  years  afterwards  obtained 
jendary  of  St.  Catherine  a  feu  of  other  church-lands 
5anday,  and  Sironsay, 

who.  though  a  wise,  able,  and  politic  monarch, 
g  but  a  saint  where  the  other  sex  was  con- 
by  Eupheme  daughter  of  the  first  Baron  Elphin- 
who  was  to  prove  the  Malleus  Orcadensium,  such 
the  preceding  donatories  had  been.  The^  had 
m  with  whips,  he  was  to  scourge  them  wiili  scorpions, 
charter,'  dated  the  19th  December,  1564,  Lord 
art,  as  he  was  then  styled,  was  granted  not  only 
ivn  rights  and  ]>ossc'ssions  in  Iho  Orkneys  ami 
It  also  the  estates  of  all  the  Odallcrs  in  thos^' 
eil  as  being  created  Sheriff  of  both  groups.  This 
ever,  though  not  expressly  revoked,  was  not  for  a 
)n,  as  flilbert  Balfour,  now  master  of  the  Queen's 
was  about  the  same  pi^riod  appointed  Governor 
flwlh  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  ;  and  Lord  Roberi, 

Cerberus  for  the  nice,  meaty  Orcadian  bone, 
about  a])parently  to  be  taken  still  further  from 
■  as  created  Abbot  of  Holyrood  on  the  i6th  of 
His  sistL-r  Mary  was  now  about  lo  commit 
ble  mistake  which,  in  spite  of  all  her  charms  and 
what  almost  will  not  men  pardon  in  a  beautiful 
more  than  anything  else  to  blast  her  reputation 
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both  at  the  time  and  in  the  pages  of  history — her  infatuated 
marriage  with  James,  Karl  of  lk>thwell,  whom,  probablT 
because  of  his  descent  through  his  mother,  Agnes  SiiKriair. 
from  the  illustrious,  if  unfortunate,  St.  Clairs  of  the  Isles,  she 
created  Duke  of  Orkney. 

His  brief  honeymoon  over,  and  the  go<is  of  war  having 
pronounced  against  him  at  Carberr>',  Boihwell  fled  northwaids 
only  to  be  repulsed  from  Kirkwall  by  (iill)ert  Balfour.  Con- 
tinuing his  flight  to  Shetland,  he  for  a  time  **  Uved  upon  ibe 
enemy,"  and  by  his  levying  forced  supplies  of  cattle  from  the 
inhabitants,  created  a  precedent  for  the  ox  and  sheep  money 
of  the  Stewarts,  an  exaction  continued  by  succeeding  donatories, 
and  existing  at  the  present  day  as  a  legal  burden  under  some 
other  name.  Kirkaldy  of  (Grange,  to  whom  Mary  had  yielded 
at  Carberry,  and  Adam  lk)thwell,  now  anxious  to  sever  with 
the  axe  the  knot  matrimonial  which  he  himself  had  tied  to 
short  a  time  previously,  were  like  bloodhounds  hunting  the 
accursed  plotter  of  the  Kirk  of  Field  tragedy;  and  driving  him 
from  his  last  shelter  on  Scottish  ground,  compelled  him  to  take 
flight  again  to  Non%'ay,  where  he  was  seized  as  a  pirate  and 
imprisoned  in  the  Castle  of  Mahnoe,  in  which  he  died  *  in  the 
year  1576. 

After  Mary's  escape  from  Lochleven,  defeat  at  I^ng«iide,  and 
fatal  rtight  into  England,  Oill)ert  Halfour,  who  seems  to  have 
adhered  loyally  to  his  ill-starred  mistress  through  good  re}¥jrt 
and  evil,  was  comi)elled  to  take  refuge  in  Sweden,  where  he 
eventually  died  in  the  service  of  King  Eric  XIV.  Balfour 
fallen,  Ixjrd  Robert,  who  had  on  the  30th  of  September,  1568,* 
exchanged  the  lemiwralities  of  the  Ablnry  of  Hol)Tood  for 
those  of  the  Bishopric  of  Orkney  with  Adam  Bothwell,  who 
left  his  diocese  to  the  jxistoral  care  of  a  deputy  shepherd  one 
Mr.  James  .Annand,^  now  saw  his  oi)ening,  and,  again  sheriflfoT 

*   \\U\\  Mary  Stuarl,  p.  297.  '  lUlf»ur'»  Opf^imms,  p.  «1tu. 

'  \\\  1 569  the  eichange  with  Lord  Robert  >»&%  char);rd  again&t  K6am 
R^ithucll  at  the  (leneral  Assembly  a«  being  simoniacal,  and  it  vmt  staled 
that,  in  consequence  of  hit  neglect  of  hit  diocese,  "  not  only  igooraare  t% 
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toth  groups,  was  enabled  ta  develop  his  natural  talent  for 
"p!H»iig"  lo  the  full. 

His  enormilies  and  exactions  are  set  out  under  nearly 
ftHty  heads,  in  "  The  Complaints  oi  the  Inhabitants  of  Orkney 
ind  Zetland  in  the  Year  1575,"  given  at  length  in  Balfour's 
Offrtisions  ef  Orkney  and  Ztlland;  and  a  Turkish  Pasha  of 
odiH  ancient  or  modern  days,  or  a  Spanish  Viceroy  in  the 
Mrly  days  of  the  H 1  span o- American  conquests,  would  have 
'ound  it  hard  to  have  given  points  to  this  Very  Reverend 
robber  in  high  place.  He  not  only  deforced  the  king's  officers, 
impnsoncd  his  lieges,  executed  and  banished  them  without 
triJ;  made,  as  the  purser  did  in  the  sailor's  siory,  dead  men 
diew  tobacco,  otherwise  convicted  men,  who  had  shuffled  off 
lliis  mortal  coil,  of  any  offences  that  came  first  to  mind,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  escheats ;  lived  upon  the  natives  by 
ranpeliing  them  to  entertain  him  on  his  progress  through  the 
islands;  played  booty  with  pirates;  granted  licenses  for  "men 
to  light  smgular  combits  tampcrtd  w  th  the  syattm  of  wtights 
wlmeasurLS — but  m  this  ilcm  succccdinj,  domtoncs  were  to 
improve  vastlj  ,  stopped  the  iLtrits  to  the  mamhnd  and  had 
ill  ships  searched  Icst  complaints  should  by  iny  chanct  con- 
lince  thost.  m  fower  that  ht  was  stfttchmg  his  exactions 
slittle  loo  fir  even  in  those  dijs  of  high  prtrojjitive  but, 
cniellest  blow  of  ill  twisted  tht  old  system  of  1  h  ngs  and  the 
Odal  latts  to  suit  his  own  purpose 
Visions    of    obtnnmg   for   I  niself    the   sinii  rLt,al    1  j*;  lion 

UKieisn],  but  aL  a  most  abunijanll)'  ill  Mie  anil  horrible  irimci  are  there 
wmmiEled  aslhe  numberofMi  bundrah  pers  ns  conv  ctofi  n.est  idultery, 
Md  fornicition  in  Zetland  bearelh  « itncss."  Trobably,  however,  Builiwell's 
pnltst  crime  was  ityling  '*  himself  w  ilh  Roman  titJes,  as  ki'Verciid  I'athcr 
inUd,  Bhigh  perlaineth  to  no  minisltr  of  Christ  Jesus,  nor  i<  g"""'  'h*-''" 
i^Stiilxures."  In  his  tiefcucc  the  liishop  admitted  "I  hat  il  is  true,  that 
in  the  5S  year  of  Gcd,  before  the  reforniition  of  teligione,  he  was  accord- 
ing to  ihe  order  then  observed,  jirovided  lo  the  Bishopric  of  Orkney." 
Elbows  the  see  was  filled  up  immuJiatcly  on  Robert  Reid's  dL-ath,  aii 
liMoricil  fad  not  generally  known.   See  Acts  af  (Jateial  Aisiniblks,  1560— 


70  THE  OKKSEYS  ASH  SHETLASD. 

enjoyed  by  the  old  Norse  Jarls  apj^Mr  also  to  have  floatc^i 
iK'fore  his  eyes,  and  in  1572*  we  find  him  intriguing  for  thrt 
end  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  seems  to  have  lent  1 
not  unwilling  ear  to  his  jiropo^ls. 

Not  merely  content  witli  **  stressing  the  Odallers,"  and  <arh 
small  game.  Lord  Robert  mu  t  nUo  interfere  with  IlilNvir  n| 
Westrav,  and  other  feiiers  of  tlios*.-  <  luireh-lands  whirh  Adim 
lV)thwcll  and  the  smaller  (l.ricil  fry  w..  re  granting  broackis 
over  the  islands.  (Gripping  the  Liml-i  ol',  and  oppressing  the 
Ddaller^,  were,  however,  one  thing  ;  but  when  I-/>rd  kol>ert  bid 
liis  covetous  grasp  on  these  larger  properlieN  it  was  a  rav:  <H 
a  hawk  picking  out  hawks*  een  and  not  to  l>e  iKime,  and 
[)nMeedings  were  taken  ag.iinst  him  l>efore  the  Ix>rdi  of 
('oiu)cil,  whic  h  for  a  time  deprived  him  of  his  pashalik. 

However,  owing  to  the  <i\il  tumults  of  the  time,  these  pro- 
ceedings  seem  to  have  lapsed,  and  in  1581,  James  VI.,  wha 
|)edant  and  prig  as  he  was,  was  better  fitted  to  Ik*  Kiihe  of  1 
third  rate  S<N)t(  h  bomugh  than  monan  h,  as  he  was  to  iKTomc. 
of  Kngland,  Seotl.uid,  and  Ireland.  <  onfirmed  the  charter  granlcd 
by  Marv  in  mC-i,  in  f.ivour  of  "dirte  no<tre  matris  dilecto 
fratri  Roberto  Stewart,  crinsanguineo  nostro,  \-c.,"  created  hi< 
iKistani  un<  le  Karl  of  ( )rknev,  and  added  all  tlioso  n-jhts  trf 
Justi(  iary.  Admiralty,  \'c.,  whi<  h  Lord  Robert  had  formerly  bocn 
charged  with  UNurjMng.  In  1585,  the  original  excambion  or 
ex<  lKin.;e  with  Adam  llolh.well,  was  confirmed,  onlv  however  lo 
l>e  in  15S7  revoked,  together  with  all  (»tlier  grants  to**  dictc  no^trt 
matris  dile*  to  fratri,"  by  his  fi«kle  minded,  tiU<iy  haunted 
nephew,  who  annexed  the  bishopric  to  the  crown  and  farmed  oat 
the  earldom  to  his  Chancellor  an<l  lust  ice-Clerk,  who  were 
commissioned  to  inijuire  into  "  the  opjire^sions  of  Ix)r<l  Robert 
Stewart  lait  Krle  of  Orkney." 

Two  years  later,  nevertheless,  fi»un<i  th.e  Karl  with  a  new 
charter,  whi<  h,  on  his  tleath  in  1591,  w.is  ratified  l>y  Act  of 
Parliament  to  his  son  and  worthv  sUdesMir.  Patrit  k. 

Karl    Robert    by  his    marriage  with    I-ulv  Janet    Kenncdv* 

'   H.\!four'»  Offf*'^*u'nt,  p.  3. 
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(bughlCT  of  Gilbert  third  Earl  of  Cassillis,  had  Henry,  wlio 
died  in  his  father's  lifetime,  Patrick  his  successor,  John,  who 
TO  created  Lord  Kinclaven  and  Earl  of  Carrick,  and  several 
ibugliKre,  In  addition  to  his  legitimate  offspring  he  had  at 
1(BI  four  illegitimate  children,  the  Hon.  Sir  James  Stewart  of 
TWios,  the  Hon.  Sir  Koben  Stewart,  {}eorge  Stewart,  and 
Bdwwl  Stewart  of  Bntgh,  South  Ronaldsay,  Of  the  illegiti- 
nut  sons,  the  first  two  were  legitimaled  by  Queen  Mary  by 
ul  charter ;  and  from  Edward  Stewart  were  descended  the 
ana  of  Brugh,  a  family  which  only  became  extinct  in  the 
'Biai  male  line  a  few  years  back,' 

Ear!  I'atrick  had  hardly  succeeded  lo  the  inheritance 
"biaincd  by  fraud,  treachery,  and  crime  of  tvery  description 
li«iac«hed  by  his  father,  bcfori;  he  in  his  turn  was  petitioned 
ipinst  by  the  Odallers  of  Orkney  and  Shetland. 

Nothing,  however,  seems  to  have  come  of  this  petition,  and 
Eari  Patrick  for  seventeen  years  longer  was  permitted  to  "  stress 
Ihe  Odallers."  The  same  system  of  forced  labour,  which  his 
Mio  had  recourse  to  for  the  erection  of  his  palace  at  Birsoy. 
hetondc  use  of  10  build  the  still  more  magnificent  palace  on 
'fie  southern  side  of  ihe  cathedral,  now  t;nriivn  ^s  ilio  l^arl'^- 
PaLice. 

Adam  Bothwell  went  lo  his  account  in  the  yuar  1593,  I>i;l 
ibr  thirteen  years  before  his  doath  had  ceased  even  to  he  liiulnr 
Bishop  o(  Orkney,  ihcOeneral  Assembly  hnving  abolished  t!n- 
episcojial  order  in  1580,  and  the  see  of  Orkney  remained 
"cant  till  1606,  when  James  Law  was  aj)[K>inted  to  the 
diocese,  whom,  although  he  had,  in  1607,  enlt-red  into  an 
"rranyenienl  with  J'nri  J'utrick  as  to  the  timpuralitiis  of  llic 
bishopric,  we  find  in  ihc  following  year  writing  to  James  (in 
Iwhalf  of  tlie  oppressed  Orcadians  and  Sliellnnders,  "not  in 
humble  ambition,  nor  in  covered  covelousness,  intending  by 
ihe  correction  of  that  Nobleman  {i.e.  luid  I'atrick)  lo  se.  k 
ihe  erection  of  my  base  estate  and  poor  fortune,  but  once  in 
wquii    myself   of   that    duty,    which,    as  I    think,  <'.nd.    my 

'  See  D)iislas>  riiT.v;c,  snii  A''/fJ  nul  Qnryi-s.  ml.  jii.  p.  sr. 
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conscience,  my  calling,  your  Majesty's  favours,  &c.,  toward m 
and  the  fidelity  of  my  l)oundcn  service  does  require  at  n 
hands.''  *  The  bishop,  however,  when  Earl  Patrick  was  oot  < 
his  way,  was,  according  to  Ikilt'our,  as  grasping  as  any  of  hi 
predecessors.  Owing  to  the  bishop's  interference  Karl  Pathcl 
was  summoned  to  Edinburgh  in  1609,  and  remained  in  duraoci 
vile  there  and  at  Dumbarton  till  his  execution  in  16 15.  In 
1 614,  Robert  Stewart,  his  natural  son,  accom|>anied  by  one 
Patrick  Halcro,  seized  the  castle  of  Kirkwall  and  the  steeple ol 
the  cathedral,  alleging  that  the  bishop,  to  whom  he  had  yiekid 
them  in  1612,  up  to  which  time  he  seems  to  have  held  then 
for  his  father,  had  not  complied  with  the  terms  then  cntcrtd 
into. 

The  Caithness  family  never  seem  to  have  forgotten  or  for- 
given the  bloody  defeat  of  Summerdale,  and  George,  then  Earl 
of  Caithness,  had  in  1608  seized  some  ser\*anls  of  Earl  Patrick. 
who  were  comj>elled  by  stress  of  weather  to  land  on  his 
pri;i)erty,  first  made  them  drunk,  then  shaved  one  bide  of  thcif 
heails  and  beards,  and  finally  com|>elled  them  to  put  lo  sea 
though  the  tempest  was  still  raging.  He  now  for  his  own  endi 
offered  to  put  down  this  Orcadian  insurrection  at  his  iftni 
charges,  a  great  consideration  t(»  the  Kiwi >ee  loving  Solorcoa 
who  could  l>e  mean  enoukjh  where  IJaby  Charles,  Sieenie.and  ho 
like  were  not  conrerned. 

Driven  out  of  the  steeple,  Rolnrrt  Stewart  with  his  followtn 
took  refuge  in  the  castle,  which  he  was  compelled  to  yield  np 
through  the  treachery  of  Halcro.  The  castle  surrendered,  the 
Karl  of  Caithness  was  onlv  prevented  bv  the  exertions  of  the 
bishop  from  utterly  wrecking  the  cathedral.  Eor  this  rebeliioo 
Robert  Stewart  was  e\e(  uted  in  Edinburgh  on  the  ist  o( 
January  161 5  ;  on  the  6ih  of  Februar)-  in  the  same  year  Earl 
Patrick  his  f;ither  met  with  a  similar  fate;  and  in  order  to  pit- 
vent  its  being  again  seized  by  any  rebel  Jame>  had  the  Co^tk 
ol   Kirkwall  dismantled. 

In    161 2   the  old   farce  had    been    once    more   played,   the 
*   l*ctcrV.in*>  AV/«/,  .\;>|<i.dj\,  |>    52. 
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and  earldom  being  again  annexed  to  the  Crown,  "  lo 
perpetually  and  inseparably  therewith  in  al!  titneii 
■";  and  in  1614.  by  a  charter  dated  the  4lh  of  October, 
granted  lo  the  bishop  and  his  successors  "the  whole 
1  the  parishes  of  Holm,  Orphir,  Slromness,  Sandwicfc, 
ishaw,  Walls,  and  Hoy,  and  also  certain  lands  in 
ish  of  St.  OUa  therein  enumerated,  all  situate  in 
"  in   exchange   for  the    bishopric   estates    situate    in 

and  other  parts  of  the  Orkneys  ;  and  by  the  same  charter 
lOp  was  empowered  to  appoint  sheriffs  and  bailies,  who 

have  the  sole  jurisdiciion  over  the  bishopric  estates, 
ere  freed  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  earldom  officials. 

rights  of  patronage  within  the  bishopric  estates  were 
1  the  bishop.  From  this  date  the  state  of  almost  chaos, 
fhich  the  property  of  the  earldom  and  bishojiric  had 

tnixed  and  jumbkd  up  together,  that  ([uestions  of 
ion  had  been  constantly  arising,  was  once  and  for  all 
.-ay.    Liw  was  in  161 5  translated  lo  the  see  of  Glasgow, 

succeeded  in  the  diocese  of  Orkney  by  George  Graham, 
iself  had  been   translated  from    Dunblane,     Graham 

see  till  1638,  when,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk 
ow  having  excommunicated  all  bishojis  and  such  like 
ireatures,  he,  in  order  to  prevent  confiscation  of  bis 
id  gear,  cried  pcaavi? 

pal  liaillie,"  in  his  account  of  that  grand  l'i>/iop-/iaitin^, 
lany  worthy  Scotchmen   consider   about  the  greatest 

in  the  national  history,  thus  sums  up  Graham's 
ncies:  "On  Tuesday  was  our  eighteenth  session. 
;  process  came  first  t>efore  uh.  He  was  a  curler  on 
>n  the  Sabbath  day ;  a  setter  of  lacks  to  his  sons  and 
5,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Church  ;  lie  oversaw  adultery. 

charming,  neglected  preaching    and  doing  any  good 
leid  [Kirtions  of  ministers'   stipends  for   building  hi^ 
.1 ;  yet  for  his  mishke  of  iheir  late  novations,  and  letter 
■  See  Appemik  B,  p.  ;8i. 
-   Laillic's  LMirs  and  J^urmih.  vol.  i.  p.  137, 
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ftf  siiljini^>ion  lo  the  svn'«i.lij  w»'>  onlv  <!cp()>i-(I.  an«l  nrii-i-nal 
under  the  pain  of  cxroni:nuni«nii<)n.  to  j;ivc  tnken-*  (*i  rt- 
pentame  aj^iiinst  ^\\r\\  a  <!ay.  Murray  ii.f.  the  Il>h3:  oi 
S\ oriiy)  /itii/  a//  f/i/"  i'rjif/ttn  /ti////s  >>/  <r  //^/^^^  \t."   ?   !  *   " 

ilraliam's  «ivcr>tcin:^  a«l".r.t  ry  pnil-alily  imant  tlv:  :  •.  «j« 
not  always  on  tho  lookout  tor  n.:sty  ra-^cs ;  Ir.s  «;!:^r.:;rr 
rharniiiiLr,  that  he  <li<l  nnt  w.mt.  like  tlie  nia;  »rity  of  i-.c  en- 
lightened Miini.slers  of  the  «lay,  to  he  alwjys  inirn^ni:  ^orr.e  fOf 
half-<Ta/e<l  wretch,  all  for  tiic  honuir  ami  -'lorv  <if  (i<i«l :  ar.'i  *s 
to  his  nepotism,  Presbyterian  n'.inisicr^  uirc  as  hid  in  \t< 
i^rippim,:  line  when  tliey  jiot  the  <  hance.  As  I^»rd  N>-\f* 
W4)uld  have  ^aid,  •*  Thev  a'  diil  it."  '■ 

The  earldmn  in  ih«-  niiMnwhile  ha<l  Ik-«.-!i  from  time  \c*  virt 
leased  <Mit  till  it  \va<  inori;^aj:ol  l>y  (  liarkN  I.  i«»  U-.r-iS 
l)oiij:las.  seventh  I-.arl  <if  MorUni.  to  s.-niro  r^'ciiriin^  t"* 
I'elerkin)  a  fi<  ;it;«nis  iliht  <»f  ;o,ooo/.  sttrlin^'.  I  r.o  K-irl  cf 
M»)rton,  ht.wrvcr.  di«l  in  0<  ;i.Iht  i^.jS,  and  u.i^  ^-i*  •  tL«ii.«i  S 
\is  s»>n  knin.r!.  w I'll-*  •.'-•.  r,  I . ulv  A^'ni"^  I >irt"jl.i^.  l..;«i  nMrr«»: 
ilie  finirih    I'.irl   <f   Kir.r.tn:!,  ..nd  at   tin-   tunc  o!    l-.r    x^'.'ris 

•  It-aih  her  *:^»n  (Itnrjr,  fiilii  l.-irl,  \ias  lii.n:  in  t\:lc  ^  iV  t*"' 
Manpiis  of  \Inr)trn'.r  in  H.^lland.  Ai'.it'  !:c  f\t"  ::::■  r  '■; 
Charl- V  i.:i  t!'-*  ;otli  of  lani.irv.  i'»p».  had  r.  vni'td  t'-.v  :'.•'.!  r.j* 
"•f  a  laru'e  jM.rt'fn  <)f  tht-  n.ii'.on.  Kii.i.nul  w.i .  in  tin-  S  :  :».::■*«• 

•  •f  till- vime  \ear ':r'';\i'i  i.id  !»\  M«»f':ro-e  t'»  :l.e  ( ►rkrc\''.  ?*^ 
make-  |irt[»ararons  inr  t!-.v  li'.-'tarrtd  <  xp:  d::  «»n  of  iht-  f»  !!.  iw:r: 
•^prinv:.  Lnnlinj  with,  a  forn*  eoi  ^^isrini:  ti:  >ii::c  So  i-ifjir* 
and  100  Pan!:!  and  otlur  for- i.  ii  in*  ■]»•».  Kinnmil.  n  cnp 
••eipieni  e  fif  the  ii  al  i»r  afi'tr!  «!  rehir:..n«  e  f»f  h:s  i.ni  li-  k<  *•.•*. 
eiirhth  I'arl  nf  M.Tt'in.  t-i  t.ike  |'art  in  t!:.-  movi-?ntr/,  »:• 
«  onipelled  to  >^  /e  the  pal.n  e  4»:  l::T-ay.  Hariily  had  h^ 
done  so  w!m  ;i  h  ^  nn«  Iv  d  t  •!.  and  witi.  :i  .i  few  i:.\n  aftenrard* 
Kinr.o'il  hiiM^i'li  uint  \   v  w.-.y  «  f  .:!'.  :!;-'•. 

WhiKt  his  fa'.li-r  w  in  ;'i-*:':;n.;   i;:irM  !:   :n   ll'.i*    '  Vl^r.  v-.   r  * 
Stin,    afiiTwaTds   -ixtli    i.jrl  \A    K:nr.«»i:l,   u,>n   r.;\:r^   tr«i;^  in 
^vvuitFi.  a!5d  t  arly  in   tie  year  ir»52  s-.-t  xol  f:»im  ( i.  •".•.:: '.  .:*:^ 
*  N.ji:'    /••    ••  .!/.'/.'•,■  ■,  \   '.  v..  ^  ;•   7?*:  747. 
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i4l"Ihirtecn  frigates  fraught "  and  "two  vessels  for  convoy." 
)[  Ibis fiottlla  only  tno  vessels  reached  the  Orkneys,  the  rest 
ttving  been»  crushed  in  tiie  ice,  and  of  t!ie  twelve  hundred 
tnxrps  embarked  only  two  hundred  landed  at  Kirkwall.  Shortly 
iftn  Kinnoul's  airiviil  Montrose  himself  came  over  from 
HolL-md.  and  at  once  determined  to  invade  Scotland  ivilh 
i  fcnci;  th.it  consisted  of  less  than  four  hundred  trained  foreign 
moienanes  and  some  two  thousand  raw  Orcadian  recnu'l*, 
V^ti  alt -leos  lait  at  Corbiesdale  (tilting  name  for  a  scene  of 
Uoody  (bughter)  near  the  pnss  of  Invercarron  is  a  matter 
of  hittory. 

The  foreign  troops  seem  to  have  been  the  only  ones  that 
slicmd  the  slightest  resistance,  the  Orcadians  throwing  down 
1  iborarms  and  calling  for  quarter.  Some  300  were  slain  on  the 
ipot,  and  i.ioo  taken  prisoners.  Of  those  who  escaped  from 
ihe  field  the  greater  part  were  slain  or  taken  prisoners  hy  the 
Bjtl  nf  Sutherland's  followers.  The  Fad  of  Kinnoul  perished 
in  the  hills  from  fatigue  and  hunger,  and  Montrose's  fnle,  after 
being  handed  over  hy  Mc  Ixod  of  Assynt  tr»  the  tender  mercies 
<if  bis  impl.icahle  enemy  Argyle,  is  loo  well  known  to  need 
further  notice  in  these  pages.  'I'he  Orcadian  gentry,'  who  seem 
to  have  K-en  Royalists  almost  to  a  man,  suffered  heavily  at 
Corbi«dale,  hardly  a  gentleman's  house  in  the  islands  "liui 
i"*!  aiiher  a  sone  or  a  brother." 

Huring  the  Protectorate  Cromwell's  lroo[»s  were  quartered  in 
the  inlands  and  erected  the  fnrl  long  known  as  the  Moiin, 
'ra^C!  oi' which  are  still  to  be  seen  near  the  present  battery 
';'  the  volunteers  at  Kirkwall;  and,  though  according  tn 
'iruiJian  accounts  they  seem  to  have  been  ginlty  of  several 
='is  of  vandalism,  congenial  no  doubt  to  tlie  s|)irit  of  Praisc- 
God-Barehones  and  his  like,  they  also  taught  (be  inhabitant-; 
ir.proved  methods  of  agriculture,  the  use  of  the  spinning 
'bed,  and  the  making  of  locks  and  keys,  and  generally  seem 
To  have  exercised  a  civilising  influence.  After  Mcnlrose's  ill 
siantd  e\jiedition  the  Orkneys  no  longer  Hgure  in  anv  wav 
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prominently  on  the  (ages  of  history  so  far  as  the  out 
world  is  concerned,  and  the  inlcreiit  attaching  to  them  » 
local  and  perwnal  charai-tor. 

Shortly  aficr  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  a  fresh  mori 
of  the  earldom  estates  and  rights  was  granted  lo  \"tic 
(irandison  on  behalf  of  the  Morion  family,  which,  howcw 
well  as  the  oripnal  grant  of  Charles  I.,  was  in  the  year  : 
declared  null  and  void  by  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  C 
when  the  earldom  was  again  farmed  out,  till  in  1707  the 
l-jrl  of  Morton  obtained  a  new  grant,  which  in  1741 
(■onfirmed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

In  1766  [he  earldom  estates  and  rights  were  sold  to 
ancestor  of  the  present  owner — the  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Of  the  disputes  and  litigation  which,  owing  10  the  exad 
of  the  various  donatories,  ensued  from  time  lo  time  dowi 
comparatively  recent  years,  these  pages  arc  not  the  pbc 
!>|)eak,  neither  would  the  reader  care  lo  wade  through  iii 
details  of  a  legalised  or  quasi -legalised  grip-gripgripf 
with  which  the  history  of  the  Orkney's  and  Sheibod 
w  full. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


KOKKSEVS  I'NDEK  SCO'nrsH  AND  BRITISH  kUl,F-     (ivn/l'nufif). 

Ecrleaiasiiml. 

Os  the  rEliremetil  of  Bishop  Graham  from  his  episcop.il 
duties  to  save  his  property  from  confiscation,  Robert  Banm. 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  wa> 
ippoijued  to  the  ^'acanl  see,  but  does  not  apjiear  to  have  been 
consecrated,  and  till  after  the  Restoration  black  prelacy  was 
unknown  in  the  Orkneys.  Most  of  the  parish  ministers, 
feo*eTer,^bishop  haters,  as  some  seem  to  have  been, — appear 
noi  to  have  been  imbued  with  the  anti-monarchical  ideas  then 
ptevalenl,  as  on  Monlrose's  landing  in  the  islands  tbey  almO'^t 
loaman  signed  a  declaration'  expressive  of  their  abhorrenff 
of  the  regicide  of  the  previous  year  and  of  loyally  to  Charles 
!!,,  and  for  so  doing  were  one  and  all  deprived  of  their 
livings  by  the  General  Assembly.  On  the  revival  of  ei)isropai*v 
after  the  Restoration,  sonitr  of  the  ministers,  who  had  been 
firesented  lo  the  livings  from  which  Ihc  loyalists  bad  been 
t)ccie(l,  conformed  and  kept  their  manses  and  stipends,  wliilM 
oi^xK.  more  conscientious  or  stubborn,  were  ejected. 
To  the  vacant  see  Thomas  Sysdcrf,  the  only  survivor  \ii  ihc 

IScoliish  episcopate  at  the  lime  of  the  Restoration,  and  who 
'U'lfonnerly  held  the  see  of  Galloway,  was  appoinletl,  but  died 
'  S«  Ai-peii^li*  C,  p.  s8j. 
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almost  immediately  after  his  consecration.  To  SysdcrC  j 
a  lapse  of  two  years,  suctctdttl  in  1664  Andrew  Honeynuai 
had  previously  been  onctif  ll.c  |)ari>h  ministers  of  St.  Andrei 
Honeyman  held  ti.e  diocese  lor  some  twelve  years,  aod  eti 
tually  died  from  the  niw^  is  of  a  poisoned  bullet  intended 
Archbishop  Sharp  by  some  conscientious  true-blue  covenanter, 
wliom  slaying  a  bishop  was  no  murder.  According  to  Wallx 
quoting  from  Buchanan,  there  was  kept  at  Scapa  **a  large  G 
and  when  any  new  Bishop  landed  there,  they  filled  it  1 
strong  Ale  and  otVer'd  it  to  him  to  drink,  and  if  he  happd 
to  drink  it  of  cheerfully,  they  promised  to  them'^-lves  a  No 
Bishop,  and  many  good  years  in  his  time."  He  lliat  wo 
drive  fat  oxen  should  himself  be  fat,  and  he  that  wottld  1 
over  Orcadians  in  mailers  spiritual,  should  tope  like  his  flc 
Murdoch  Mackenzie,  who  on  Honeyman's  death  in  1776  I 
l>een  translated  from  the  see  of  Moray,  had  in  youth  borne  at 
under  the  Lion  of  the  North,  the  great  Gusta\-us  Adolpl 
and,  according  to  tradition,  won  the  hearts  of  the  Orcadians, 
not  only  diaining  the  before-menlioned  cup  at  a  draught 
even,  like  Oliver,  **  asking  for  more."  "  Mackenzie,  who  hdd 
see  for  ten  years,  and  is  said  at  his  death  in  1688  loh 
been  nearly  100  years''  of  age.  was  practically  the  last  Btshoj 
Orkney,  as,  though  Andrew  Bruce,  who  had  previously  b 
Bishop  of  Dunkeld.  was  ap|>ointed,  he  does  not  settn 
have  ever  entered  upon  his  new  ditnese.  William  II L  h» 

'   Wallact's  Orkney'^  \\  ^.v 

'  A  wo(Klcn  l>o\\l,  formerly  vilver  rimmed,  ami  measaring  7  laAk 
Iticadtb  ami  5^  inches  in  depth  in^ide,  is  m>w  in  tbe  poa»ottoa  cl 
KolHrrt  llid^on,  .1  dc.^ccnci.int  of  lii^hop  Mackenzie,  which  nuv  or 
not  have  boon  the  **cup"  in  <^iir>tion,  v%hich  Scott  in  the  /Wtiir  I 
**the  mickle  I'icker  (  f  .^c;u-]a/'  In  form  it  is  a  huge  rmmwttr^  aal 
\«o<<i  it  i^  comjM  se<l  of  is  a  very  dark  walnut.  At  tbe  bolt<iai  of  tkec 
a  circular  silver  }  late,  alx-iut  the  si/e  of  a  crovtn  fiece,  aroawl  «!■ 
iiiscril)e<l  Murdoxh  /u^hi'/>  0/  Orknry^  and  in  the  centre  arc  the  Utters  ! 
As  it  \»ill  hold  al>)Ut  two  cjuarts,  if  the  Hihop  k.'»^W  it  off  at  a  dm 
it  was  a  Gargantuan  ftat  that  even   Friar  Tuck  lAouki  have  fooad  tf 

In  lH*at. 

'    I  iio'jias  Ikowu's  Xct€  /tW^. 
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iblUhed  the  bishops  because  [Iil^  would  not,  like  tlic 
f  the  episcopal  bench  south  of  the  Twecil,  conform  to  the 

der  of  things. 

op  Mackenzie  was,  according  to  Brown,  "interred  in 
gnus  Kirk  in  Kirkwall,  within  the  comone  court  place 
samyne,  commonly  called  the  counsell  house,  qrc 
■on  hath  been  interred  hitherto."  The  "counsell  house" 
:  south  transept  chapeL 

he  way,  in  thuse  days  of  compulsory  retirement,  when 
lin  in  the  army  is  no  longer  fit  "  food  for  powder "  if 
rty  years  of  age,  fancy  translating  a  bishop  from  one  see 
Jier  at  ninety  years  of  age. 

I  it  may  be  as  well  to  point  out  that  the  Scottish  Churdi 
}bn  Knox's  book  of  Common  Order  up  to  the  time  ol 
tnmonweallh,  when  the  hatred  of  Cromwell's  saints  to  a 
al  service  made  itself  felt  amongst  the  Scottish  Presby- 

by  the  abolition  of  all  set  forms  of  priiyer,  and,  even 
the  restoration  of  episcopacy,  the  only  difference 
n  the  Episcopalians  and  the  indulged  Presbyterians, 
to  have  been  that  the  former  used  Our  Lord's  Prayer, 
casionally  the  Creed,  whilst  the  latter  relied  entirely  on 
fw^o^r  outpourings  of  their  minister,  and  to  show  that 
ire  above  all  superstitious  nonsense  about  God's  House, 
leir  hats  or  bonnets  during'  the  sermon.' 

s.-icrament  was  administered  to  the  recipients,  as  at  the 
:  day.  sitting  round  a  table,  and  the  conyre_^ation  uuver 
t  of  kneeling. 

the  whole,  therefore,  the  Church  of  Scotland  undtr 
■]>al  rule,  except  that  they  had  bishops,  api)ears  to  have 
J  little,  if  at  all,  from  the  same  church  under  a  republican 
)f  Church- government.  The  Kirk  Session,  the  elders, 
tty  stool,  and  the  stone  or  stool  of  repentance,  seem  to 
-xercised  as  much  influence  and  been  as  much  in  use 
bishops  were  to  (he  fore  as  when  they  were  absent. 

is  a  far  cry  to  Loch  Awe,''  says  the  Highland  proverb,  and 

'  St.  Cila's  Lnliiiis,  p.  22S. 
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at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  it  seems  to  have  be 
equally  far  to  the  Orkneys,  as,  although  Episcoponr  »; 
al)olishe(i  and  the  Preshylcrian  form  of  Church -govcnuixi 
established  in  S<'oiland  in  1690,  it  was  not  till  the  iSth  i 
June,  1697,*  that  the  new  order  of  things  was  ofiicall 
recognised  in  Kirkwall.  Some  few  of  the  ministers  cm 
formed,  probably  on  similar  grounds  with  the  Rev.  Alcxandi 
Mair,  minister  of  the  second  charge,  Kirkwall,  1694-169J 
Hoy  and  Graemsay,  1698-17 12,  who,  on  Inring  asked'  ho 
he  came  to  go  over  to  Presbyterianism,  replied,  **  What  wi 
not  a  man  do  for  his  Bannock  ? "  More  than  half,  howcvc 
were  either  dej>rivcd  or  voluntarily  resigned,  and  were  so 
ceeded  by  zealots  of  the  true-blue  order.  Episcopacy,  neve 
iheless,  died  hard  in  the  Orkneys ;  many,  if  not  most«  i 
the  lairds  adhered  to  the  non-juring  church,  and  eptscopaia 
services  af)fK'ar  to  have  been  held  in  Kirkwall  till  |usl  tl 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and,  according  to  Hatik 
Neill,'  worship  was  conducted  by  non-juring  clergymen  in 
(  haj>el  belonging  to  the  Feas  in  Sanday  down  to  atK>iit  ri 
same  j>eriod-  Amongst  the  common  f>eoj>le,  indeed,  mai 
rustoms  and  observances  from  Roman  Catholic  times  sunivv 
even  down  to  the  comment  ement  of  the  nineteenth  centia 
as  the  following  extracts  from  Ikirr)**  will  show  :  **To  many 
the  (ild  places  of  worship,  theretore,  es|H:(  ially  such  as  ha^ 
l>een  dedicated  to  particular  favourite  saints,  ihey  still  p 
much  veneration,  visiting  them  frequently,  when  they  a 
serious,  melan<'holy,  or  in  a  devout  mood,  repeating  with 
their  ruinous  walls  j)rayers,  f)aternosters,  and  forms  of  woft 
of  which  thev  have  little  knowledge.  When  ihev  consid 
themselves  in  any  imminent  danger,  they  invoke  the  aid 
iliese  saints,  and  vow  to  j>erform  services,  or  present  ohlatioi 
to  them,  on  condition  that  they  interf>ose  successfully  in  th<i 
iKrhalf:  and  they  are  generally  very-  punctual  in  perfonnii 
these  vows."  .  .  .   **  The  festival^  in  the  Romish  Kaiendar  a 

•   PrtcrUin*!!  SoUs^  Apj>cn'iix,  p.  6S.         '  I.yonV  Anroper. 

»  Nritr*  Tour,  p.  37.  *   liarr>*i  Orkney^  pp.  34;.i4 
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ith  the  most  studious  care,  not  indeed  as  times  of 
orehip,  but  as  days  exempted  from  labour,  and  de- 
easting  and  conviSiality.  On  some  of  tliese  days 
be  allowed  to  be  entirely  idle  :  on  others  they  will 
itlle  in  some  kinds  of  work.  One  while  they  must 
;,  another  they  must  carefully  abstain  from  that  sort 
nent ;  now  they  must  eat  fish,  now  flesh,  now  eggs 
o  on,  as  the  particular  day  or  season  directs."  .  , 
e  incumbent  was  Episcopal,"  says  Dr.  Story,^  "  il  is 
J  charges  of  negligence,  or  immorality,  or  heterodoxy 
DO  readily  framed  and  sustained."  Perhaps  Richard 
ster  of  the  parish  of  Cross  and  Bumess,  1683-1703, 
n  to  something  of  the  kind,  as  he  is  said  ^  to  have 
:iised  of  neglect  of  ministerial  duty,  not  visiting 
being  often  abroad,  light  in  his  conversation,  and 
■  at  a  feast  in  Stoave,  in  company  with  others,  of 
;red  into  a  play,  and  his  part  was  to  stand  upon  a 
the  rest,  with  his  eyes,  mouth,  and  nose  blacked  and 
)e  and  gloure,'  with  his  hands  held  up,  '  who  would 
s  me  now  ? '  "  Some  of  the  ministers  brought  in  to 
places  of  those  deposed  seem,  to  say  the  least,  to 
curious  characters.  One,  the  Rev,  James  Sands, 
Birsay  and  Harray,  was  charged  with  sheep-stealing, 
1,  by  direction  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  the  time, 
was  allowed  to  drop,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  the 
gentleman    was   guiltless   of    the    charges   brought 

,  William  Blaw,  minister  of  Westray,  is  said  to  have 
ero  who  killed  the  Sabbath -breaking  cat,  immortalised 

"  There  was  a  Cimeronian  cat 
Was  hunting  for  a  prey. 
And  in  the  house  >he  calch'd  a  mouse 
Upon  the  Sabbalh  day. 

'i  Urtures,  p.  243.  "  Fasti,  vol.  v.  p.  410. 

icndix,  D  l,  p.  584.  '  FsieH,  vol,  v.  p.  419. 

°  Hogg's  ya<oHle Reiki,  vol.  i.  p.  37 


8ai 


TBE  ORiCHEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

•*  The  Whig,  banc  oflcndcd. 
At  nek  aa  act  propbane. 
Laid  by  bis  book,  tbe  cat  be  took. 
And  bound  bcr  in  a  cbatn. 

"  '  Tboa  damn'd,  tboii  coned  creature, 
Tbb  deed  so  dark  with  tbee, 
Think'st  tbon  to  bring  to  bell  below, 
Mj  bolj  wife  and  me  ? 

'* '  Anore  tbyself,  that  for  the  deed 
Thou  bkx>d  for  blood  shall  pay 
For  killiag  of  the  Lord's  own  moose 
Upon  the  Sabbath-day.* 

'*  Tbe  presbyter  hud  by  the  book. 
And  earnestly  be  pray*d. 
That  the  great  sin  the  cat  had  done 
Might  not  on  him  be  laid. 

*'  And  straight  to  execotion 

Poor  baodrotts  she  was  drawn. 
And  high  hang*d  was  upon  a  tree 
Uass  John  he  sang  a  pealm. 

*'  And  when  the  work  was  ended. 
They  thought  the  cat  near  dead ; 
She  gave  a  paw,  and  then  a  mew. 
And  stretched  out  her  head. 


«« 


'  Thy  name,'  said  he,  '  shall  certainly 

A  beacon  still  remain, 
A  terror  unto  eril  ones, 

For  evcnnore.  Amen.' " 


ro    •    aian    cal 


hunt  •  in^ 


a    prey.  And       la       the     boa 


catch'd 


%Up 


Sab-  bal 
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ffa  cat-killing,  for  mousing  on  a  Sabbalh,  common  amongst 
"Puriune-ones"  of  the  period,  as  Richard  Braithwait  or 

ftjthwait,  who  li%'ed  1588-1673,  makes  Faustus,  in  Bartiabu 

BmKgton's  Travds  to  Ike  Nortii,  say : 

"  In  my  progresse  Iravflling  Nonhward, 
Taking  my  fiurcwtU  0'  ih'  Souihwarii, 
To  Baidrry  cnme  I,  0  prophanc  one ! 
Wbere  I  aw  n  Putilane-one. 
Hanging  of  his  Cat  on  Monday, 
For  killing  of  a  Mouse  on  Sonday," 

TVt  the  new  ministers  should  not  have  got  on  well  with  the 
jKobiie  lairds,  that  they  should  have  been  puffed  up  with 
ipirinKl  and  Pharisaical  pride,  and  behaved  bumptiously  all 
ramd,  is  perhaps  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  a  Concordat, 
Sicb  1*  that  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Agreement  given  at 
toiph  in  Appendix  D  2,  should  have  been  entered  into  between 
tesiifisirates  and  the  presbytery  speaks  volumes  as  to  what 
B«tt-Df-the-world  place  the  Orkneys  must  have  been  at  that 
ffct  All  the  ministers,  who  signed  the  agreement,  were  new 
Besbjlcrian  brooms  appointed  after  1698.  TTie  Mr.  Lyon 
ftftned  to  was  a  non-juring  clergyman,  who  conducted  epis- 
topalian  worship  in  Kirkwall  from  170S — T710,  when  he  left 
!iie  kingdom  for  a  time,  being  threatened  with  a  prosecution 
lor  baptising  children  contrar>'  to  a  statute  of  Charles  II, 
originally  directed  against  the  covenanters.  After  a  short  stay 
ibroad  Lyon  returned  to  Kirkwall,  which  he  finally  left  in  1718, 
Sheep-stealing  Sands  wrote  a  pamphlet  denying  the  necessity 
of  the  episcopal  order  in  church  government,  to  which  Lyon 
replied  at  length,  reprinting  his  opponent's  letter  along  with  his 
owB reply.  In  the  preface  Lyon  mentioned  that  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Ker,  mini'itcr  of  the  second  charge  at  Kirkwall,  had  been  pro- 
ttssed  for  conversing  with  him  (Lyon),  and  that  process  failing, 
*»s  proceeded  against  for  scandalous  carriage,  when  he  was 
refused  permission  to  clear  himself  by  oath,  a  course  which  had 
been  allowed  to  Sands  when  charged  with  a  similar  offence.    He 
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also  mentioned  that  Sands  had^  when  officiating  in  St  Mj 
Cathedral,  led  his  horse  through  the  building  into  the  cb 
yard  to  pasture,  and  that  another  minister  had  actually  tetl 
his  horse  to  one  of  the  pillars  during  the  sermon^  and  u 
*'In  our  Saviour's  Days  God's  House  was  made  a  B 
Thieves^  and  now  these  people  make  it  a  stable  for  their  Hoi 
All  through  the  century  the  Orcadian  clergy  seem  to 
had  more  than  their  fair  quota  of  queer  characters  among  t 
In  a  curious  and  rare  pamphlet,  printed  in,  1760,  entitk 
Familiar  Epistle  from  His  ExcelUncy  the  Lmrd  Ueutewm 
Orkney^  to  his  Mightiness  the  Prdocutar  of  the  Aihdnslai 
Congregation  in  East  Lothian^  the  author  quotes  the  saying  < 
Orkney  fisherman,  "  that  he  had  read  in  the  Bible  that  the  i 
had  entered  into  the  swine,  and  now  they  had  come  out  o 
swine  and  gone  into  the  Ministers."  In  another  pamphlet 
amount  of  smuggling  done  in  the  islands  is  said  to  have 
enormous,  and  the  clergy,  both  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shet 
down  to  the  end  of  the  century,  are  said  to  have  wink 
their  churches  l)eing  used  as  dep6ts  in  which  to  place 
smuggled  goods.'  William  Nisbet,  Minister  of  Firth 
Stenness,  was  in  May,  1766,'  tried  before  the  Lords  o 
Circuit  Court  at  Inverness,  and  found  guilty  of  ha\'ing 
mitted  adultery  with  a  certain  Mrs.  Agnew,  and  was  sentc 
to  two  months'  imprisonment,  to  be  fed  during  such  b 
sonment  on  brcad-and-water,  and  then  to  be  sent  to 
plantations  and  banished  for  life.  He  is  said  to 
been  deposed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Inverness  on  his 
confession  on  the  8th  of  July  following,  when  the  re 
the  sentence  was  carried  into  effect  After  two  montt 
bread-and-water  it  is  highly  probable  the  prisoner  would 
confessed  to  murder,  rape,  arson,  or  any  other  crime  if 
had  charged  him  with  it  \Vhy  did  they  send  him  Ic 
plantations  ?  Was  it  on  a  somewhat  similar  train  of  reaso 
which  made  a  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  petiticm  Ibi 

'  llepbnrn*!  Letter  on  Camus  of  Pwerty. 

«  Hairs  Trox^U,  vol  ii.  p.  517  »  FaiH^  vol  v.  p.  j 
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wmmuUtion  of  sentence  of  death  into  transportation  for  life 
m  ihe  case  of  a  schoolmistress,  who  had  been  found  guilty  of 
fBridde,  on  the  ground  "thai  she  would  make  such  an 
It  Scripture  reader  for  the  colonies  "  ? ' 
a  friend  of  Nisbet  and  minister  of  the  Lady  parish, 
i747-r766,  was  libelled  on  over  a  dozen  charges  of 
KBidftlous  carriage,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  regular  clerical 
Don  Juan ;  .and  the  memorial  oi  the  Rev,  George  Trail  who 
pwccoted,  and  the  libel,  form  a  large  thick  quarto  much  sought 
ifta  bj  book-hunters. 

Francis  Liddell,  minister  of  Orphir  from  1776  to  1807, 
"Aai  he  was  deposed,  was  probably  the  Orphir  clergyman 
afcned  to  by  Scott,''  who,  on  being  charged  with  drunken- 
ast,  replied  "  Reverend  Moderator,  I  do  drink  as  other 
StntleiDcn  do."  His  memorial,  also  a  literary  curiosity  at  the 
present  day,  gives  a  curious  picture  of  the  times.  Liddell 
tinng  desirous  to  marry  his  housekeeper,  applied  first  to  one 
indtben  to  the  oilier  of  the  parish  ministers  of  Kirkwall  to 
perftum  the  ceremony,  which  they  both  refused,  according  to 
his  version,  in  the  hope  that  they  might  find  he  had  been  guilty 
of  ihe  greatest  crime  in  clerical  eyes.  Having  protested  against 
the  conduct  of  his  clerical  brethren  before  a  notary,  Liddell 
was  married  by  the  said  notary  to  the  object  of  his  affections. 
Imigular  marriages  seem  to  have  had  a  fascination  for  some 
people  till  comparatively  recent  years,  as  it  is  not  so  very 
long  since  a  minister  of  one  of  the  numerous  bodies,  that  now 
proride  for  the  wants  of  the  people,  was  deposed  for  marrying 
his  housekeeper  privately,  the  happy  pair  having  signed  a 
mutual  agreement  to  that  effect  in  writing.  If  the  ranks  of  the 
Orcadian  clergy  in  the  eighteenth  century  produced  such 
characters  as  Lyell  and  Nisbet,  they  also  included  George  Low, 
minister  of  Birsay  and  Harray  from  1774 — 1795-  Low  was  the 
most  distinguished  in  the  long  series  of  clergy  and  resident 
gentry  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  who  have  done  so  much 

'  ^rx  Saturday  Review,  September  13lh,  1862,  and  April  ist,lS8l, 

'  ScDtfi  Life,  p.  195.^ 
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for  the  archseology,  history,  fauna,  and  flora  of  the  Hlandi  i 
sdiich  their  lot  had  been  cast,  and  a  conspicuous  eiiByiff  i 
which,  to  whom  the  science  of  meteorology  is  so  nnch  ■ 
debted,  is  living  to  the  present  day  in  the  Rer.  Clflk 
Clooston,  minister  of  Sandwick.  Poor  Low,  who  did  as  goo 
work  as  Gilbert  \Miite  of  Selbome,  in  a  much  more 
<diniate,  furnished  the  storehouse  from  which  so  many 
hare  since  drawn  materials  relating  to  Orcadian  and 
history.  Barry,  for  instance,  is  believed  to  have  taken  his  floi 
and  embodied  it  without  the  slightest  acknowledgment  in  li 
work  on  Orkney. 

The  Anti-Patronage  movement  was  felt  in  the  Orkneys  aba 
the  middle  of  the  century,  and  on  the  settlement  of  Gcoq 
l^rrie  ^  in  Sandwick  and  Stromness  in  1 747,  women  iU-trcHe 
those  who  attended  divine  service,  and  raised  scandalous  ston 
against  Tyrie  himself,  not  a  difficult  matter  one  could  fiucf  t 
that  day.  Two  years  previously,  on  John  Reid  *  attempdag  1 
obtain  possession  of  the  church  at  Oq)hir,  he  was  pitfCJiS 
by  his  parishioners,  who  closed  the  church  and  raised  flK 
a  disturbance,  that  at  last  troops  had  to  be  brought  ow 
from  Caithness,  by  whom  one  woman  was  killed  and  sefCB 
persons  wounded. 

The  first  body  of  Presbyterian  dissenters  from  the  Esttl 
lished  Church  in  Orkney  hived  off  in  1795  ^^  applied  toti 
General  Associate  Synod,  who  represented  the  seoederswfc 
had  left  the  Church  and  *Mif\ed  their  testimony*  on  d 
Patronage  question  in  1733,  and  who  now  form  the  Unitt 
Presb)'terians,  the  largest  and  most  powerful  body  in  d 
Orkneys,  where  their  sway  is  nearly  as  powerful  as  that  of  d 
Free  Church  in  the  Highlands, 

Barry  says  the  original  secession  was  caused  by  the  incorp 
rated  trades  of  Kirkwall,  which  had  waxed  fat  under  the  goldi 
influences  of  three  contested  elections  during  one  Parliama 
falling  out  ^nth  the  kirk  session  about  the  poors'  fundS| 

*   FiuH^  rol.  Y.  p.  403.  '  Ihidtm^  p.  4001. 
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)g  worsted  in  the  courts  of  law,  leaving  the  kirk  in  a 
id  Etarting  a  new  church  of  their  own.' 
as.  Haldane,*  AiJcman,  and  Rate,  however,  hare  another 
» tell  According  to  them,  a  native  of  Kirkwall,  when 
;  at  Newcastle,  sat  under  a  Mr.  Graham,  an  Antiburghet 
E.  On  his  return  home  he  started  a  prayer-meeting,  the 
ra  of  which  applied  to  the  Antiburgher  Synod  for  a 
r  to  preach  to  them.  According  to  Haldane's  account 
^  as  a  body  do  not  seem  to  have  suffered  from  excess 
Thai  Haldane  and  bis  friends  were  actuated  by  no 
spirit  to  the  Church  as  established  is  shown  by  the  high 
m  tbey  passed  on  the  Rev.  Gavin  Hamilton,  the  minister 
;  and  there  can  be  litUe  doubt  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
rrch  of  England  in  Wales,  had  the  clergy  in  the  Orkneys 
;dand  bestirred  themselves  more  during  the  last  century 
he  Spiritual  wants  of  their  flocks,  dissent  would  not  have 
ar  such  a  thriving  time  of  it  as  has  actually  been  the 

he  Disruption  in  1843  another  swarm  left  the  Old 
md,  at  the  present  time,  those  nice  in  their  theologi- 
tes  will  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  them  in  the 
s,  to  which  Cormac,  St.  Coluraba's  follower,  is  sup- 
lo  have  brought  the  Gospel  tidings  thirteen  hundred 
SO. 

bishopric  estates  on  the  abolition  of  Episcopacy  became 
in  the  Crown,  and  were  farmed  out  from  time  to  time 
JUS  lessees  at  the  rent  of  ;C2oo  sterling,  till  on  the  Z7th 
I  r77Si  'hey  were  let  "during  pleasure  "  to  Sir  Thomas 
!,  afterwards  Lord  Dundas,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
:erling.  Under  this  lease  the  bishopric  estates  were 
ijoyed  by  the  Dundas  family,  till  they  were  resumed 
Crown  in  1825,  Since  that  date,  the  greater  portion, 
all,  of  the  property  has  been  sold  by  the  Woods  and 


Barry's  Orkney,  p.  341. 

TeuT  Ikrough    TAi  Norlhcrn  Cei'ii, 
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Forests,  and  only  a  few  feu  duties  now  remain  in  the  hands  of  "^ 
Crown  out  of  the  large  revenues  and  estates  formerly  hdd  , 
the  Bishops  of  Orkney.  That  the  money  realised  by  the  sa 
of  the  bishopric  estates  should  have  l)een  expended  in  pn 
viding  parks  for  the  Londoners  is  one  of  the  special  OrcadttJ 
grievances. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

IWl  OBKNEYS  UNDER  SCOTTISB  AND  BRITISH  RULE— ((l?B//'«Mft^. 
The  Old  Country  Ads. 

When,  in  1468,  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  became  subject 
to  the  Scottish  Crown,  there  seems  to  have  been  an  imphed. 
If  not  an  explicit,  understanding  that  their  inhabitants  should 
femain  subject  to  the  same  Scandinavian  system  of  legal 
piocedure  that  they  had  hitherto  been  under,  and  that  they 
should,  as  the  Isle  of  Man,  itself  a  former  Scandinavian  settle- 
ment, and  the  Channel  Islands  do  to  the  present  day,  have 
the  power  of  legislating  for  themselves  from  time  to  time. 
That  this  must  have  been  the  case  is  shown  by  the  fact,  that 
when,  in  1503,  an  Act  of  the  Scottish  Parliament  was  i>assed 
by  which  all  foreign  laws  or  systems  of  legal  procedure  in  any 
way  antagonistic  to  the  common  law  of  Scotland  were  abolished, 
the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  were  expressly  excepted  from  it.s 
Jitorisions;  and  when,  in  December,  1567,  it  was  mooted  in 
the  Scottish  Parliament  "  quhider  Orkney  and  Zetland  sal  be 
subject  to  the  commone  law  of  this  realme,  or  gif  thai  sal 
Imiite  thair  awne  lawis?  "  it  was  decided  "  that  thai  aught  to 
^subject  to  thair  awne  lawis." 

The  use  made  by  Earls  Robert  and  Patrick  of  the  local 
Wwts  and  legal  procedure  for  their  own  cnd.s,  however,  led 
to  an  Act  of  "the  Lordis  of  Secret  Council,"  dated  the  22nd 
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of  March,  1611,  the  validity  or  non-validity  of  which  it  i 
necessary  to  go  into,  whereby  all  foreign  laws  theretofb 
use  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  were  discharged,  an 
magistrates  in  those  islands  were  directed  to  use  ^  the  p 
laws  of  this  kingdom." 

In  spite,  however,  of  this  Act,  both  groups  seem  to 
had  a  modified  sort  of  **  Home  Rule "  accorded  to  t 
under  which  Country  Acts,*  as  they  were  termed,  were 
time  to  time  passed,  which  have  only  been  allowed  to  fid 
disuse  in  quite  modem  times.  From  these  Country  Ac 
are  enabled  to  get  some  sort  of  idea  of  what  the  mode  c 
of  the  Orcadians  and  Shetlanders,  at  any  rate  during  the  1 
teenth  and  a  greater  portion  of  the  eighteenth  centvy 
like.  Only  those  Acts  relating  to  the  Orkneys  win  oc 
touched  upon,  and  the  points  in  which  the  Shetland 
difiered  from  those  of  the  southern  group  wtU  be  1 
further  on.  Thanks  to  the  system  of  Odal  tenure,  \rf  ' 
the  subdivision  of  lands  was  perpetually  going  on ;  to  its  i 
able  sequitur  runrig  cultivation  under  which  there  might  b 
a-dozen  different  owners  or  tenants  interested  in  one  & 
oats ;  and  to  the  system  of  commonties,  as  they  were  tern 
the  Orkneys,  scatholds  in  Shetland,  that  is  hill-pastures  h 
common  property,  alike  in  the  soil  itself  and  the  stock  c 
by  it,  was  so  mixed  up,  that  a  very  paternal  S3rstem  of  gi 
ment  was  required  to  prevent  the  smaller  owners  and  ti 
following  the  example  so  freely  set  them  by  those  in 
places  of  ^  gripping  *'  anything  they  could  lay  their  huM 
In  fact,  there  was  a  special  Act  directed  against  g*ipfit^ 
land  or  gear  passed  on  the  6th  of  November,  1632.  i 
to  the  stock  of  all  kinds  and  of  many  owners  feeding  is 
roon,  walls  and  gates  became  matters  of  vital  importai 
order  to  protect  the  cultivated  land  from  the  incnrsic 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine ;  and  consequently  all  dy 
walls  had  to  be  built  up  to  a  certain  height  and  kept  in 
annually;   all  grinds  or  gates  had  to  be  carefully  sfa 

>  Acts  mmd  SUUmta  of  tki 
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r  one  passing   through   them ;  and,    in   order   to   presenc 

jJie  rights  of  way,  no  grinds  once  opened  could  be  built 

again. 

iwioe,  to  prevent  their  rooting  up  the  land  under  cultivation, 

to  be  turned  outside  the  dykes  by  the  15th  of  March, 
fp  had  to  be  herded  till  the  ist  of  April,  horses  and  cattle 
the  ist  of  May,  after  which  dates  they  appear  to  have  been, 

ihe  swine,  turned  on  to  the  hill  land.  Any  one  found 
ig  another  man's  horse  was  liable  to  a  fine  proportionate 
the  distance  at  which  he  was  caught  from  the  owner's 
Jence,  and  any  one  guilty  of  cutting  the  tail  of  a  horse 
loging  to  another  man  could  be  fined  j£io,  Scots, 
beep,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  were  the  subject  of 
ly  regulations.  Every  owner  had  his  own  sheep-mark, 
;h  was  registered  n'ith  the  bailie  of  the  parish,  and  no 
could  use  the  King's  mark.  As  is  the  case  at  the  present 
with  the  native  sheep  in  Shetland,  with  which  breed  they 
J  identical,  all  sheep  in  Orkney  were  rootd  or  plucked, 

shorn,  and  no  "  rooing  "  was  permitted  before  the  date 
1  by  the  bailie  of  each  parish,  for  fear  any  one  might  mis- 

his  neighbour's  fleeces  for  his  own,  nor  could  any  rooing 

place  on  Stmday,    Wool,  too,  being  an  article  easily  stolen 

almost  impossible,  when  stolen,  to  be  identified,  all 
iteris,  or  weavers,  had  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
e  from  whence  they  obtained  their  raw  material,  and  to 
d  in  half-yearly  inventories  of  all  cloth  made  by  them  ;  and 
jal  Acts  were  directed  against  all  "  tiggers,"  or  hawkers,  of 
L  Sheep-dogs  could  only  be  kept  by  such  sheep-owners 
rere  specially  licensed  by  and  registered  with  the  bailie ; 

any  one  guilty  of  keeping  "  running-dogs  that  run  from 
se  to  house  slaying  their  neighbour's  sheep  "  were  liable  to 
nal  penalties. 

io  one  was  allowed  to  go  through  his  neighbour's  ologange 
'commonty"  with  a  sheep-dog  unless  accompanied  by  two 
dible  witnesses,  and  any  one  doing  so  after  nightfall,  and  not 
■sessing  the  best  of  characters,  could  be  treated  as  a  thief. 
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As  eagles  were  numerous,  any  one  8la3ring  an  ^i 
could  claim  &il  from  each  "reik"  in  the  parish,  c 
in  the  case  of  cottars  who  owned  no  sheep;  and  the 
of  each  eagle  so  slain  the  bailie  had  to  present  at  the 
court;  and  for  harrying  an  cam's  nest  the  destroya 
entitled  to  20s. 

Bent  grass  could  not  be  cut,  nor  rushes  puUed  I 
Lammas.  No  one  was  allowed  to  let  land  of  a  certain 
to  any  persons,  unless  they  were  '*  able  with  own  good 
gear  to  labour  them."  Fleshers  or  butchers  were  not  all 
to  dispose  of  any  meat  until  they  had  proved  to  the  satofi 
of  the  bailie  from  whom  they  had  purchased  the  beasti 
that  such  beasts  were  the  property  of  the  sellers.  Pub 
were  compelled  to  sell  wine  at  the  same  price  for  whidi  1 
sold  in  Edmburgh,  and  a  r^;ular  tariff  was  fixed  at  wfaii 
of  varying  strengths  could  be  sold.  Forestalling  and  r^ 
as  was  the  case  both  in  England  and  Scotland  for  long  en 
were  specially  guarded  against,  and  fishermen  and  fishmc 
were  subject  to  special  regulations  to  prevent  their  k»^ 
what  is  known  at  Billingsgate  as  a  "  fish  ring."  The  pii 
shoes,  whether  of  adults  or  children,  was  spedaUy  fixed 
for  working  "ilk  hyd  In  the  aimeris  house"  aox.  witb 
entertainment,  was  all  that  was  allowed  to  "cordinari 
cobblers;  and,  lest  shoe-leather  should  become  scaio 
tanned  leather  could  be  exported  before  it  had  been  ofib 
the  bailie  of  the  parish  or  the  shoemakers  of  Kirkwall ; 
for  fear  of  the  long  winter  nights  having  to  be  spent  in 
ness,  no  tallow  could  be  exported,  till  the  bailie  had  hi 
refiisal  of  it 

The  donatories  and  farmers  for  the  time  being  of  tin 
dom  or  bishopric  estates,  of  course  through  their  rhambc 
took  care  that  their  rights  should  not  in  any  way  be  endai 
by  any  absurd  nonsense  about  people  choosing  their  awi 
for  selling  the  produce  of  their  lands,  so  no  one  was  alloi 
sell  "  any  bestial,  butter,  nor  oyle  before  St  Andrew's 
yearly ;  nor  any  victual,  bear,  malt,  or  meall  till  the  i 


TEE  ORKNEYS  UNDER  SCOTTISH  AND  BRITISH  RULE.    93 

Lammas  yeaily,"  except  at  Kirkwall  Market  or  upon  leave 
^wnifly  givea 

As  to  sen-ants,  if  not  actually  adscriptt  glebce,  they  were 
wy  few  degrees  removed  from  it.  The  bailie  had  to  fix  the 
oumber  of  servants  in  each  household,  whose  wages  Were  to  be 
pud,  not  according  to  the  value  of  the  services  rendered,  but 
Mcording  to  the  station  in  life  of  the  person  served.  All 
dtsdestine  buying  *  or  selling  with  another  person's  servants  was 

|1  to  be  tainted  with  theft,  and  no  servant  could  be  hired 
>  it  could  be  proved  that  he  had  been  discharged  from 
t  place  or  had  given  his  employer  forty  days'  notice 
5  tcmi. 

Absconding  servants  were  "  to  be  joggit  at  the  kirk-door 
iqioaSaaday  from  aucht  houris  in  the  morning  quhill  tweUT 
tanris  at  noon ; "  and,  for  fear  of  a  scarcity  of  labour  in  conse- 
^aence  of  "  the  repaire  of  English  ships  to  the  countrie,  who 
lie,  fi>Tf,  and  conduce  young  men  and  servants  to  leave  iheir 
parents  and  masters,  and  follow  them  to  the  fishing  to  Iceland, 
the  Lewis,  and  other  parts  thereabout  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  labouring  of  the  ground,  &c.,"  no  young  man  nor  servant  was 
allowed  to  hire  himself  to  any  such  strangers,  "  without  ane 
lestimoniall  from  the  minister,  bailie,  or  two  or  three  of  the 
eUeis  of  ilk  isle  or  paroch,"  and,  this  not  being  enough,  the 
Lords  of  Secret  Council  were  petitioned  to  forbid  all  masters 
of  vessels  engaging  any  Orcadian  young  men  or  servants. 

Owing  to  the  islands  being  liable  to  attacks  by  "  the 
Claneane  quha  ar  turnit  piratis  and  suspect  to  cum  into  this 
countrie  to  bum,  slay,  and  spoil  the  sam,"  and  other  rovers  of 
a  like  kind,  the  bailies  had  to  see  that  the  beacons  on  each 
ward  hill  were  ready  for  lighting  ;  that  proper  watchmen  were 
in  attendance  on  them ;  that  every  "  bound  "  or  farmer  was 
supplied  with  arms  according  to  his  station,  and  was  in  readi- 
ness to  muster  at  the  assembling  place  of  the  bailerie ;  and  that 
all  boat-owners  kept  their  boats  in  a  serviceable  and  weather- 
t^hl  condition  to  convey  the  parochial  posse  to  Kirkwall  on 
1  KafSrs  at  the  Diamond  Fields,  at  the  present  dsy. 
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the  beacon  on  the  Wideford  Hill  being  fired,  when  all 
beacons  had  to  be  lighted 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  the  parochial  representamv  oi 
the  majesty  of  the  bw,  each  bailie  was  expected  to  act  « 
aide^le^amp  to  the  minister  in  seeing  to  the  carrying  oat  d 
Acts  made  by  the  Kirk  Sessions  ^  for  the  maintenance  d 
God's  worship,  keeping  of  the  Sabbath^  suppressing  d 
idolatry,  especially  of  walks  and  pilgrimages  and  all  odha 
vices,  and  punishing  the  refractive  and  disobedient  to  tka 
discipline ; "  and  in  order  to  compel  people  to  be  godly,  spedri 
directions  were  given  for  passing  the  "  corss  "  or  cros  fron 
house  to  house  *'  for  admonishing  the  people  either  to 
to  church,  for  preaching  or  prayers,  or  for  his  Majest/s 
and  such  other  necessary  causes  as  shall  be  thought 
by  the  Minister,  sheriffs,  institutioners,  or  their  baillies.*^  Hi 
bailies  again  were  aided  in  their  many  duties  by  ranceOoi^' 
who  seem  to  have  l)een  a  cross  between  parish  constablei  wk 
officials  of  a  Calvinistic  Holy  Office. 


^  What  a  clerical  ring  there  \^  xs  al>ont  the  whole  thmf  •     Hii 
lervice  plays  second  fiddle  to  the  prcachinf^,  and  the  minister 
ence  of  the  sheriff.     No  wonder  KK|)eth  Reoch*s  farit  mmm  thomhl  Al 
country  Prustqcnt,     See /os/,  p.  99. 

*  Panm-sSkn,     A  \egk\  term  in  Iceland,  applied  to  scarcfaiiif  a  hovciv 
stolen  things.     To  tearch,  rampi'saJka,  hence,  probably,  ov 
ran>ack . 


CHAPTER  IX. 

I OKKSEVS  UNDER  SCOTTISH  AND  BRITISH  BULB— («Will>ll«i^). 

Agrieulture  at  the  Commencemmt  of  the  Century, 

Superstitions,  &fc. 

EwN  as  late  as  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  very 
le  improvement  seems  to  have  been  made  in  agricullurat 
Oers.  Banydescribedthegreaterportionofthe  islands  as  being 
lirated  in  a  much  similar  manner  to  what  the  crofter  hold- 
s  are  in  Shetland  at  the  present  day.  The  farms,  however, 
t  larger  than  are  the  crofts  in  Shetland,  running  from  ten  to 
y  acres  of  arable  land,  which  was  considered  a  sufficient 
fllity  to  be  worked  by  one  of  the  old  Orcadian  wooden 
aghs — one  of  the  most  primitive  implements  possible,  and 
otieal  with  the  nide  wooden  scratching  machine  formerly  in 
in  Shetland  described  further  on.  Some  of  these  primitive 
)lemenls  are  said  to  be  still  in  use  about  Rackwick  in  Hoy. 
ly  the  coast-line  was  under  cultivation,  and  all  the  interior 
i  commonly,  on  which,  as  a  rule,  owing  to  stinting  being 
inown,  more  stock  was  kept  than  the  land  would  carry, 
ough  lime  and  marl  were  abundant  in  mnny  places  they 
re  never  used  as  manure,  for  which  seaweed  was  the  only 
stance  utilised,  and  which,  according  to  Mackailc,  affected 
:  malt  so  much  that  all  strangers  drinking  ale  made  from  it 
re  ''troubled  with  a  little  diarrhoea  whcruln  there  is  no 
zard." 
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Carts  were  almost  unknown ;  swine  ran  riot  all  over  1 
arable  lands,  in  some  parts  to  such  an  extent,  that  oats  woi 
be  sown  without  the  soil  receiving  any  further  breaking- 
or  cultivation  than  what  it  had  got  from  the  rutting  and  rood 
of  the  unclean  animals.  Both  commontics  and  infield  patfm 
were  disfigured  and  injured  by  the  tiuf  being  stripped  in  t 
most  reckless  manner,  and  by  the  utter  want  of  method  wi 
which  the  peat-cutting  was  conducted.  Many,  if  not  mort 
the  farms,  were  let  on  Steelb<nL\  that  is,  the  tenants  on  col 
were  supplied  with  a  certain  number  of  cattle  and  hones» « 
quantity  of  seed  bcre  and  oats,  which  on  removal  they  h 
to  replace.  Most  of  the  rents  were  paid  in  kind,  and  in  ma 
instances  arbitrary  services  were  exacted  as  welL  Owing 
the  want  of  regular  markets  at  Kirkwall  and  Stromnesii  ti 
farmers  had  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  produce,  and  tl 
inhabitants  of  these  towns  were  charged  *  with  forming  "ringi 
to  keep  down  the  price  of  all  farm  produce,  and  with  oa 
dealing  with  the  farmers  when  the  btter  were  far  gone  in  drio 
and  incapable  of  properly  transacting  business.  Under  \ 
the  circumstances  one  can  hardly  wonder  at  a  very  low  toi 
of  morality  being  prevalent  Barry  '  describes  the  agricotai 
population  as  **in  a  high  degree  indolent;  wedded  to  o 
customs,  averse  to  any  improvement,  dark,  artful^  interests 
respectful  to  their  superiors,  as  much  from  fear  as  from  to 
and  suspicion ;  sometimes  endeavouring  to  undermine  a 
sbnder  one  another." 

The  belief  in  witchcraft  was  all  but  universal  amongst  t 
common  people,  even  down  to  the  end  of  the  last  century,  t 
charms  for  killing  sparrows  that  destroyed  the  early  ca 
expelling  rats  and  mice  from  houses,  for  success  in  brewing  a 
churning,  procuring  good  luck,  curing  diseases  of  cattle,  stoi 
and  human  beings,  &c,  were  in  constant  use.  What  some 
these  beliefs  were  like,  and  how  the  charms  were  worked,  < 
be  gathered  from  the  finding  of  the  jury  in  the  trial  for  wifc 
craft  of  Jonet  I>rcvcr  and  Katherine  Bigland  in  the  year  161 

>  Barry\  Orkmy,  p.  340.  «  IHdim^  p,  343. 
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in  the  indiciraent  against  AgancsElspcth  Reoch  for  a  like  offence 
in  the  folloiring  ^ear,  contained  in  the  Acts  and  Statutes  of  the 
Uwting;  and  also  in  the  trials  for  witchcraft,  sorcery,  and 
Hipemiiion  in  Orkney,  given  in  full  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
AUetifgtd  Club  Aliscellanies.  Jonet  Drever  was  found  guilty 
on  her  own  confession  "of  the  fostering  of  ane  baime  in  the 
liiD  of  Westray  lo  the  faiy  folk  callit  of  hir  our  guid  nich- 
boiiris,"'  and  of  having  had  conversation  with  the  fairy  iwenty- 
tii  yean  jjreviously. 

Katbenne  Bigland  "  for  laying  ane  duyning  and  quotidean 
tcikna  upon  William  Bigland  in  Swartmiln  hir  master,"  and 
thacof  for  a  time  curing  him  by  bringing  into  his  house  what 
ippeatcd  to  be  water,  "and  wesching  of  the  said  William  his 
btdt  thcrwiih.  And  laying  him  doun,  saying  he  wald  gitt  guid 
MBand  lying  doun  betuix  him  and  thedor,  having  refuissed  to 
If  ntany  ulher  place.  And  the  said  William  haveing  walknil  with 
feoand  crying  and  feilling  a  thing  lyke  a  niche  scheip  abone 
liinL  In  saying  to  him  be  not  affrayit,  for  it  is  the  evill  sprcit 
ihu  ttutilit  yow  that  is  going  away.  And  in  taking  of  the  said 
William  upon  the  mome  at  nicht  efter  sun  setting  under  the 
twikand  wesching  of  him  with  salt  wattirat  that  tyme.  And 
ipe  or  six  vthir  nichtis  iherefier  quhill  he  reccavil  healthe 
be  hir  unlaufuil  and  divelischc  airt  of  witchcraft."  In  irans- 
faring  the  sickness  from  Bigland,  the  master,  to  Robert  Brown 
his  servant,  "  quha  conlinewit  therin  almost  mad  tuo  dayis 
quhill  schoe  cam  and  graippit  his  pulses  and  brow  and  slraikit 
tiis  hair  backwards  and  saying  he  waid  be  Weill.  And  casting 
of  the  same  seiknes  immediatlic  upon  the  said  William  Bigland." 
Jonet  Drever  got  off  with  scourging  ami  banishmtnl,  but 
Katherinc  Bigland  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  her  body 
lAeiwards  burnt 

Elspcth  Reoch,  who  was  described  as  "  dochter  lo  umquhill 
Donald  Reoch  sumlymc  pyper  lo  the  Early  of  Cathnes,"  was 

ctm^d  on  her  own  confession,  that  when  twelve  years  of  age 

"i* had  wandered  to  her  aunt's  house  at  Lochaber,  and  that 

'   See  Grcgor'i  folk  Leit,  pp.  fi|;  nml  ;i|. 
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whilst  waiting  one  day  at  the  loch  side  to  be  ferried  aooi^ 
'*  thair  cam  tua  men  to  her  ane  cled  in  blak  and  the  uthr 
with  ane  grain  tartane  plaid  about  him  And  that  the  nai 
with  the  plaid  said  to  her  she  wcs  ane  prettie  and  he  wak 
leme  her  to  ken  and  sie  ony  thing  she  wald  desyrc  Th 
uther  man  said  she  wald  nocht  keep  counsel!  and  fotrbaid  hii 
He  ansuerit  he  wald  warrand  hir  And  she  being  desyroos  I 
knaw  said  how  could  she  ken  that  And  he  said  Tak  ane  t 
and  rost  it  And  tak  the  sweit  of  it  thre  Sonda3ris  And  wk 
on  wash  in  handis  wash  her  eyes  quhairby  she  sould  sie  an 
knaw  ony  thing  she  desyrit.  .  .  .  And  thairefter  within  ti 
yeir  .  .  .  the  blak  man  cam  to  her  that  first  came  to  hk  \ 
Lochquhaber  And  callit  him  selfT  ane  faire  man  qaha  wi 
sumtyme  her  kinsman  callit  Johne  Stewart  quha  wes  sbne  I 
McKy  at  the  doun  going  of  the  scone  And  therfrjr  nailii 
deid  nor  Iciving  hot  wald  ever  go  betuix  the  heaven  an 
the  earth  quha  delt  with  you  tua  nychtis  and  wald  never  1 
her  sleip  persuading  hir  to  let  him  ly  with  hir  wald  give  jw 
a  guidly  fe  And  to  l)e  dum  for  haveing  teacheit  hir  to  i 
and  ken  ony  thing  she  desyrit  He  said  that  gif  she  i{M 
gentlemen  wald  trouble  hir  and  gar  hir  give  reassounes  for  I 
doings  Quhairujx^un  she  mycht  be  challengeit  and  hurt  Ai 
u|)on  the  thrid  nycht  that  he  com  to  hir  she  being  asleip  ai 
laid  his  hand  upon  her  hreist  and  walknit  her  and  thetieA 
semeit  to  ly  with  her  and  upon  the  morrow  she  haid  na  pov 
of  hir  toung  nor  could  nocht  speik  quhairthrow  hir  bfotft 
dang  her  with  ane  branks  quhill  she  bled  becaus  she  wt 
nocht  speik  and  |)at  ane  bow  string  about  hir  head  to  gar  I 
speik  And  thairefter  tuik  her  three  several!  t3fnies  Scads 
to  the  kirk  and  prayit  for  hir  Fra  the  quhilk  tjrme  she  % 
rontinewit  dumb  going  about  and  deceaveing  tlie  peo) 
Synding  telling  foir  shawing  thame  quhat  they  had  done  a 
<|uhat  they  sould  do  And  that  be  secund  sicht  grantit  to 
in  maner  foirsaid  She  saw  Robert  Stewart  sone  naturall 
um(|uhill  Patrik  sumtyme  earl  of  Orkney  with  Patrik  Tn 
to  quhom  she  was  with  liaime  and  certane  utheris  with  toi 
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ihOBI  ihait  craigis  in  Edmond  Callendaris  hous  at  ther  efter- 
BSottts  drink  befoir  the  Earl  of  Caithnes  cuming  to  tht: 
cuflB^And  Ihat  be  the  plucking  of  the  herb  callit  Merefow 
quhJlk  cau&is  the  nose  bleid  He  had  taucht  hir  to  tell  quhat- 
sofver  sould  be  speirit  at  hir  Be  sitting  on  hir  rycht  knie 
ind  pulling  and  pilling  it  betuix  hir  mid  finger  and  thumb  And 
MjTi^  of  In  nomine  patris  filU  et  spiri/us  sancii  be  vertne 
qaberof  she  haweit  ane  bairne  to  Magnus  Sinclair  in  Some  at 
thcdesyre  of  his  wyf  At  (|uhilk  tyme  on  yule  day  she  confest 
llie  devcU  quhilk  she  callis  the  farie  man  lay  with  hir  At 
quhilk  tyme  he  bade  hir  leave  Orkney  and  go  home  to  her 
»«in  conlrey  becaus  this  countrey  was  Priestgone  quhilk  he 
oponit  that  ther  was  our  mony  Minisleris  in  it.  And  gif  she 
layit  she  wald  be  hurt  And  forder  for  airt  pari  useing 
hsmtng  and  conversing  with  llie  Devell  at  diverse  and  sindrie 
tynes  and  at  severall  partis  &c.,  &c."  Elspeth  was  of  course 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  strangled  at  the  stake,  after 
■hich  her  body  was  to  be  burnt. 

Oflhe  women  whose  trials  are  given  at  length  in  the  Abbots- 
ford  volume,  Marabel  Couper  '  was  charged  inter  alia  with  be- 
•ilching  the  querns  or  hand-mills  so  that  either  they  could 
not  be  worked,  or  ebe  only  ground  dirt;  also  with  bewitching 
i  man's  cattle  so  that — 

"nijtt  zeit  the  said  Dauid  and  Margaret  had  thrie  kyne, 
quhairof  the  ane  diet  in  callowing,  and  the  calff  tane  out  of 
Wrwombe  ;  the  nixt  callowit  ane  calfF,  and  never  gave  milk  ; 
and  the  thrid  thir  four  zeirls  past  never  tuik  bull." 

Anie  Tailzeour  with  stopping  the  ploughs  as  well  as  a  mill," 
and  with  taking  away  the  profit  of  kyne  for  twenty  days,  and 
itien  removing  the  spell  by  the  following  means  : — 

"Ye  ansuerit,  it  was  to  tak  thrie  hairis  of  the  kowis  laill, 
thrie  of  hir  memberis,  and  thrie  of  hir  papis,  and  gang  thryse 
Kodemardis*  about  the  kow,  and  straik  her  in  the  left  syd,  and 

'  WlirkiTafl  Trials,  p,  137. 

'  IkJem,  p.  143  ;  see  als.j  (ii-egor'-  F-l/;  Lore,  p.  T83. 

'  "Withershins."    As    it  his   supposeil  lliat    Milchts    alivays    scted    in 
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cast  the  hair  in  the  kirne,  and  say  thrysc  *  Cum  butter,  com* 
and  sua  thei  sould  hauc  the  haill  proffeit  of  that  flock,  qohatt 
that  kow  was." 

Marion  Richart  ^  was  charged  with  washing  a  cat's  feet  in  br 
water,  and  then  throwing  the  water  into  the  sea  as  the  fuhcr 
man  started  for  luck  ;  also  with  washing  a  cat's  head  and  feel 
and  then  throwing  the  water  on  the  fisherman,  **  his  sea  caschie 
and  into  his  bait  coulxe."  ^  To  restore  the  profit  to  the  char 
her  instructions  were  as  follows  :  — 

**  (ioe  thy  way  to  the  sea,  and  tell  nyne  Ixxires  of  the  « 
cum  in,  that  is  to  say,  nyne  waues  of  the  sea  and  let  the  hiw 
most  of  the  nyne  go  back  againe ;  and  the  nixt  thairefter,  ta 
thrie  looffullis  ^  off  the  water  and  put  within  thy  stoupe,  an 
quhen  thow  come  home,  put  it  within  thy  kime,  and  thow  wi 
get  thy  profeit  agane."  The  skipper  of  a  boat,  who,  on  li 
road  to  the  beach,  had  refused  alms*  to  Marion  Richar 
suddenly  went  mad  when  at  sea,  and  tried  to  leap  overboon 
and,  on  his  son's  preventing  him,  he  too  went  mad,  till  anochi 
man  made  a  dog.  which  was  in  the  boat,  bleed  on  his  shoulder 
whereu[X)n  all  on  l)oard  were  saved,  though  the  dog  went  mi 
and  all  the  dogs  on  shore  **gaue  yow  abundantly."  C&therii 
Miller^  advised  the  owner  of  a  sick  horse  to  take  three  sor 
of  sillneris "  in  a  sieve,  and  sift  them  over  the  animal's  hacL 

Katherine  Craigie**  on  being  consulted  about  a  man's  illne 
said   it  was  caused   by  a    hill-spirit,  a   kirk-spirit,  or  a  wati 
spirit,  and  that  to  effect  a  cure,  three  stones  were  to  be  pot 
the  fire  and  kept  there  till  sunset,  when  they  were  to  be  pba 


contrariety  to  the  laws  of  nntaie,  wc  hear  of  their  Roinif  tbrioe 
ihtms  roun<I  a  thin*'  to  render  it  subject   to   their  power.     ' 
)f  Tcvi  »t»lalo,"  t.Jtnburgh  Magazitu^  June,  1S20,  fi.  5^3. 

'    WiUhcrafi  7n,u's,  p.  160.  '  Fi-h  iML^ket. 

'  Sm.illcr  l)asl  et,  u-e<l  to  keep  hait  in. 

'  Ilandt'ulo.     I  ufe,  laitf,  luifTc,  loof,  the  pilm  of  the  hand.     J 
Nol.  :i.  *  Sce/o;/',  p.  172. 

**    ii'tiih  r,:\'  7'tii/f.  p.  1 54. 

'  Mr.  (  utN  tcr  MH'jjots  that  'Sillneris"  is  a  misprint  for  **  »i]veni." 

*    ii'tLhtraf:    Triah^  p.   1 65. 
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under  a  door  and  kept  there  till  just  before  sunrise,  at  wlitch 

ntne  the)'  were  to  be  thrown  into  a  vessel  of  water,  when  one 
of  ihcm  would  be  heard  to  "  chirne  and  churle."  Jonet  Reid  ' 
"W  kcip  Ihc  profeii  of  cornis  "  recommended  that  some 
"ipihyl  moss  or  fogge  "  should  be  put  "  in  bear  slak."  Robert 
^odair's  case,  on  which  he  consulted  Jonet,  is  especially 
itBHjing,  being  "  truhlit  in  his  sletp  with  apparitiounes  of  his  '6 
ftntivyiff,  which  wexit  and  disquietit  him  vene  much,  he  wa3 
idvysii  be  zow  to  goe  to  his  first  wyilis  grave,  and  to  chairge 
hir  to  ly  still  and  truble  him  no  moir." 

A  child  who  had  the  "  hart  cake "  was  thus  treated  by 
ioort.*  She  laid  a  pair  of  tongs  across  a  pot  of  water,  then 
"a«  codd '  above  the  tonges,"  put  the  child  on  the  codd,  and 
tbea  look  "ane  self  and  set  (it)  on  the  chlldis  head,  and  set 
IM  cogge  full  of  water  in  the  seive,  and  then  laid  ane  woll 
xhdr*  on  the  coggis  mouth,  and  ze  took  lead  and  put  it 
in  we  iroun  lamp,  and  meltit  it,  and  powrit  it  throw  the  boul  ■'' 
of  ihe  scheir  into  the  water  thrie  several!  tymes,  devining 
iHrow  the  lead  whither  the  child  wold  recover  or  not  ;  and 
i[uhen  le  haid  done  all,  Ke  gaue  the  child  ane  drink  oi  the  said 
«ler,  and  said  he  wold  be  weill  (but  as  zit  the  child  is  not)." 
-^  prtpos  of  "  cods "  there  is  a  good  modern  story  of  an 
Orcadian  lad,  being  ill  on  board  a  Grimsby  smack,  and  asking 
for  a  cod,  whereupon,  thinking  he  was  a  bit  off  his  head,  lo 
<|uiet  him,  they  brought  a  dried  cod,  on  which  he  still  further 
lathered  them  by  saying  what  he  wanted  was  not  a  fish  cod 
bm  a  feather  cod.  No  one  could  praise  a  child  or  any 
iitide  of  value  for  fear  of  harm  befalling  the  child  or  article  so 
(iraised,  a  crime  known  as  "  forespeaking  " ;  and  persons  "  fore- 
'poken"  could  only  be  cured  by  being  washed  in  some  water, 
'tie  recipe  of  which  was  kept  as  a  great  secret  by  the  women 

•  ho  prepared  iL*     The  evil  eye  and  the  evil  tongue  were  also 

'  Wililura/I  Trials,  p.  l8l.  ■  Sec  Grcgor's  Folk  Lore,  p.  43. 

'  Pillow.  Cod,  Scotch  ;  Koddi,  I-laiidic.  Suio  Gothic,  Koddi,  Jamieson. 
'  Shoring  scissorj.  '  Tlie  loop  liajidle. 

'  Ste  Gregor's  Folk  Lore,  pp    ;,  8,  35,  a.id  43. 
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dreaded,  and  their  effects  obviated  by  some  occult  rites.  Ho^ 
diseases  were  transferred  from  one  |)erson  to  another  we  kim 
from  the  extract  from  the  Session  Register  given  by  Low.  After 
the  patient  had  been  washed  the  water  used  was  thrown  dovn 
at  a  gateway,  after  which  the  disease,  whatever  it  was,  attacked 
the  first  jxjrson  who  passed  through  the  gateway.  When 
cattle  were  struck  by  the  fairies  with  elf-shot  an  old  woman  vis 
sent  for  to  find  the  hole  by  which  the  elf  arrow  had  entered 
and  to  cure  the  animal  by  washing  the  injured  part*  In  th< 
First  Statistical  Account  of  South  Ronaldsay  it  is  stated  that  J 
minister  who  was  proceeding  to  kiptise  a  female  child  befor? 
a  male  one,  was  told  that  if  he  did  so  the  lassie,  when  she  gre« 
up,  would  be  afflicted  with  a  strong  beard  whilst  the  boy  wonk 
have  none.'-*  It  was  considered  lucky  to  be  married  with  a  grow 
ing  moon,  and  by  some  people  with  a  flowing  tide,  and  Than 
day  and  Friday  were  considered  lucky  days  for  the  cereroony 
If  a  horse  or  cow  was  lost  some  woman  was  blamed  for  it,  mm 
cut  **  above  the  breath  **  till  blood  came,  though  whether  tb 
maiming  was  inflicted  as  a  punishment  on  the  evil  doer,  or  t 
a  means  of  recovering  the  lost  animal,  does  not  seem  clen 
Probably,  owing  to  the  numerous  remains  of  brochs  and  unda 
ground  chaml>ers  that  are  found  so  plentifully  through  th 
islands,  the  Picts  or  **  Pechts "  were  in  some  way  suppoo 
to  have  been  an  uncanny  race.  Stevenson,'  the  celehrtte 
lighthouse  engineer,  on  landing  one  time  at  North  Ronaldsan 
was  com]x;lled  to  rout  out  of  Inrd  a  small  niannikin  of  a  ■» 
sionary,  whom,  l)ecause  he  was  so  "iKJerie,"  the  **Selkic» 
susi)ected  of  iKMng  a  Pecht.  Probably  most  of  the  old  bdid 
and  su|)erstitions  have  in  a  measure  died  out,  but  there  i 
always  a  transition  jKrriod  alnnit  such  things,  when  people,  thong 
inwardly  believing  in  them, are  yet  ashamed  to  let  it  be  known  tha 
they  do  so.  It  is  not  so  very  many  years  since  a  boy  sufierin 
irom  epilepsy  was  treated  for  it  in  a  strange  (luasi-homoeopathi 
manner  not  ten  miles  from  Kirkwall.  \  skull  was  exhumed  froi 

*  Sec  (ircgor't  F^lk  Ijorty  p.  184.  »  S«*  ikuitm^  p.  I  \ 

'  ikoits  Ltfi^  vol.  iii.  p.  105. 
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ibouring  graveyard,  and  a  portion  of  it  having  been  ground 
fder  was  mixed  wiih  water  and  given  to  the  patient.' 
ing  to  the  First  Stafistieal  Account  capital  crimewas  rare, 
ij  theft  was  of  frequent  occurrence,  though  convictions 
tie  rsrely  obtained  "  because  there  is  a  very  general 
hat  whoever  is  concerned  in  bringing  the  guilty  to 
nent  will  never  thrive."  With  all  their  failings  and 
Lis  the  Otcodians  seem  to  have  been,  even  at  the 
icemcnt  of  the.  century,  a  thrifty,  saving  race,  as  Shirreff  ^ 
1  by  Captain  Sutherland  of  Burray,  that  there  was  more 
longst  the  small  tenants,  than  could  be  found  any  where 
Britain  amongst  men  of  the  same  position  in  life. 

Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

It  the  year  1741  the  Hudson's  Bay  Comjiany  began  to 
ir  boatmen,  artificers,  &c.,  in  the  Orkneys,  and  at  the 

the  Jurst  Statistical  Account  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
nbarkfd  yearly  at  Stromness  for  service  in  those  vast 
,  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  with  which  was  granted  by 

II.  to  Prince  Rupert  and  others.     For  long  enough  the 
s  supplied  all  the  rank  and  file  to    the  great  fur-col- 
Coropany,  but  at  the  present  day  few,  if  any,  Orcadians 
eir  way  out  to  Fort  York. 
ngst  many  Orcadians,  who  have  risen  to  eminence  in  the 

of  the  Comi»any  may  be  mentioned  Dr.  Uau,  whose 
ion  as  an  Arctic  explorer  is  world-wide. 

T/h-  Fishcrm. 

re  the  present  century  the  fisheries,  whethijr  with  nets 
rings,  or  hand  or  with  long  line  for  ling  and  cud,  were 
completely  neglected  as  regular  industries, 
w  fish  were  occasionally  caught  by  the  farmers  for  tlieir 

'  See  Mitchell's  7'-4f/''i"''nJ'*f  ri.-Jf;//,  |>.  155. 
-  Shirrcll's  Orkney,  p.  43' 
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own  consumption,  but  nothing  further  was  attempted  till  the 
bounty  system  came  into  force 

Splendid  boatmen  as  the  Orcadians,  from  force  of  circai»- 
stances  ^rc  comfKrlled  to  Ih;,  owing  to  the  islands  being 
situated  in  some  of  the  fiercest  tideways  in  British  seas,  ther 
are  not,  like  the  Shetlanders,  fishermen  by  birth.  The  differ- 
ence  Inrtwecn  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  groups  was  verr 
happily  put  to  the  writer  by  the  son  of  one,  to  whose  pomv 
taking  research  the  student  of  Orcadian  lustory  is  probably 
more  indebted,  than  to  any  one  else. 

''  The  Shetlander,"  he  said,  '*  is  a  fisherman  who  has  a  Cum  , 
ihe  Orcadian  a  farmer  who  has  a  boat." 

Both  cod  and  herring  fisheries  were  started  in  the  year  1815. 
and  for  many  years  a  very  large  numlnrr  of  boats  (mKecutcd 
the  herring  fishery  from  Stronsay,  till  the  increasing  demand 
for  lal>ourers,  arising  from  the  impro%'ement  in  agrkruhnft. 
combined  with  a  few  l>ad  seasons'  fishing,  and  other  causev 
reduced  the  numlx:r  fishing  from  that  quarter  considerabh. 
[utterly  the  numlnrr  of  lK>ats  have  lK*en  gradually  Cillxi^ 
off  year  by  year.  The  princiiwl  stations  are  in  Water 
Sound,  Holm  Sound,  and  in  the  island  of  Stronsay.  S 
considerable  cod  and  ling  fishery,  however,  is  still  carried 
on  by  o|K*n  l>oats  from  the  North  Isles,  and  a  lair  number 
of  smacks  [)rosecute  the  fishing  in  the  Faroe  and  Iceland 
waters  for  Orcadian  curers.  In  the  cod  and  ling  fishm. 
in  fact,  the  Orkneys  rank  next  after  Shetland,  so  lar  as  thr 
smack  fisher)*  is  concerned,  and  in  the  returns  for  the  fishery. 
as  prosecuted  by  o|K'n  boats,  third  on  the  list,  Stomoway  bein|; 
second  to  Shetland.  The  returns  given  in  Ap|)endix  F  (ppi.  601. 
<?<  3»  4)  fox*  the  last  five  years  will  show  the  relative  positioa 
or  the  two  groups  as  fishing  centres. 

Large  c|uantities  of  lobsters  have  yearly,  since  before  the  coo 
mencement  of  the  century,  l)een  exported  from  the  Orkneys, 
though  uf  late,  owing  to  non-obser>'ance  of  close  time  and  to 
taking  undersi/cd  fish,  the  quantity  taken  is  every  ytMS  be 
<  oming  less  ;  and  unless  some  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  ike 
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bcmed  fish,  will  sooner  or  later  become  as  scarce  as 
iiers  now  aie  for   which  the  Orkneys  were   once  so 

Linen  Ma»ii/actiirv. 

ime  fifty  years  or  so  a  good  deal  of  linen  yam  and  of 
■If  was  made  in  the  islands,  the  manufacture  having  been 
d  by  Andrew  Ross  chamberlain  to  the  Earl  of  Morton 
sman  of  the  Bishopric  estates,  in  1747.  A  good 
lax  was  also  at  one  time  grown,  and  many  of  the 
«re  compelled  to  grow  it,  and  even  to  manufacture 


Slra 


Plailifig. 


z  manufacture  of  linen  and  yarn  succeeded  in  1805 
ting,  and  at  one  time  from  6,000  to  7,000  females 
to  have  been  engaged  in  iL  It,  however,  like  the 
lufacture,  was  killed  by  foreign  comjietition,  and  by 
tion  of  the  duty  on  foreign  straw-ptait. 


The  Kelp  Trade. 

anufacture  of  kelp  from  the  seaweeds  which  grow  on 
s  of  the  islands,  or  are  driven  ashore  in  the  spring 
deeper  water,  was  introduced,'  in  the  year  1722,  by 
at  of  Whitehall  in  the  island  of  Stronsay,  and  for  a 
was  the  special  Orcadian  industry,  to  which  every- 
had  to  give  place.  Like  all  new  ideas  submitted  to 
1  intensely  suspicious  and  ultra -conservative  as  the 
5  of  that  day  must  have  been,  it  was  some  time 
ey  could  be  got  to  recognise  what  a  mine  of  wealth 
to  their  doors, 

in  the  First  Statistical  Account  of  Kirkwall,  describes 
sition  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Averse  to  have  any 
ibour  but  what  they  had  been  accustomed  to  sec  and 
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hear  of,  they  represented  how  hurtful  that  new  business 
likely  to  be,  for  they  could  have  no  doubt  of  its  driving 
fish  from  the  coast,  and  ruining  the  fishing  ;  they  weie  oa 
it  would  destroy  both  the  com  and  the  grass,  and  they  i 
very  much  afraid  that  it  might  even  pre%'ent  their  women  i 
having  any  children."  The  last  fear  was  especially  ncedl 
as  a  more  prolific,  or,  as  Wallace^  ungailantly  phrased 
broody^  race  than  the  Orcadians  could  hardly  have  t 
found.  One  provost  of  Kirkwall  is  said  to  have  had  thirt] 
( hildren  by  only  two  wives,  and  one  Maijorie  Bimbister*  wa 
the  year  1683,  brought  to  bed  of  a  male  child  in  the  sixty-t 
year  of  her  age,  as  was  vouched  for  by  James  Graham,  min 
of  Evie  and  Rendall,  and  three  other  credible  (Mrrsons. 
return  to  the  kelp  trade,  between  the  years  1740  and  1760 
|irice  was  about  455.  a  ton,  and  about  ;^2,ooo  yearly  bra 
into  the  islands  ;  1760—70,  ^^4  4J.  a  ton,  and  ;^6,ooo  yei 
1770 — 80,  ;^5  a  ton,  and  ;^io,ooo  yearly;  1780—91,  m 
^6  a  ton,  and  ;ti  7,000.  During  the  long  French  war 
price  rose  as  hi^h  as  ^20  a  ton,  and  even  as  late  as  1 
3,500  tons,  the  largest  quantity  produced  in  one  ] 
were  made  in  the  islands,  and  sold  at  ^7  a  ton.  The  a 
tion  of  the  duty  on  barilla,  which  is  largely  used  in  the  n 
facture  of  glass,  for  a  time  almost  annihilated  the  indii 
though  of  late  years  it  has  been  springing  up  again,  and  1 
1,500  tons  are  said  to  be  made  yeariy  amongst  the  North  1 
The  temjwrary  destruction  of  the  kelp  trade,  in  reality, 
a  blessing  in  disguise,  as  it  compelled  the  proprietors  to 
their  attention  to  the  land,  the  proper  cultivation  of  which 
l>een  so  long  neglected 

Ai^riiuiture  at  the  PresenI  Day, 

It    was    not,   however,   till     1840  that   any  very    |tci 

efforts  were  made  at  impro%'cment  At   that  date  •*nii 

was  uni%'crsal  amongst  the   bulk   of  the   farms,   few,   if 

»  Wallace's  Orkney,  p.  64.  ' 
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of  the  eommonlies  were  divided,  ihc  sheep,  except  in  a 
phces  amongst  the  North  Isles,  were  simply  of  the 
feted,  and  rotation  of  crops  was  almost  unknown.  In 
;iM  forty  years enonnous  strides  have  been  made,  to  which 
communication  with  the  south  and  the  passing  of  '■  The 
Macf  Road  Acts"  in  1857  have  largely  contributed  \}\i 
iQ  that  dale  very  few  roads  existed  in  the  higher  sense  of 
l!«*ciri,  now  few  districts  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland  art; 
liccitr  nipplied. 

No*  rotation  of  crops  on  the  five-shift  course  is  the  usual 
ihing,  the  fields  are  squared  with  almost  painful  regularity, 
ud  welt  dyked  in.  and  the  voice  of  the  steam  threshing 
machine  is  heard  in  the  land.  Steam  cultivation  itself  can 
»M  lie  used  on  account,  it  is  said,  of  the  shallowness  of 
ihe  H.iL 

Shorthom  bulls  have  been  largely  used  to  improve  the  beef- 
irodudng  cjuulities  of  the  cattle,  and  by  some  fanners  polled 
Ai^  blood  has  been  introduced.  The  old  native  sheep  have 
tlired  to  North  Ronaldsay  and  the  wilder  fwirts  of  Hoy,  and 
ChwioiB  and  crosses  between  the  Leicester  and  Cheviot  taken 
ilwr  place.  The  quantity  of  stock  exported  to  the  Aberdeen 
nufkei,  is,  considering  the  suijerficial  area  of  the  islands,  very 

The  returns,  given  in  Appendix  E  (pp.  596-601),  will  show 
BKc  ftiUy  the  position  of  the  islands  both  in  regard  to  agri- 
culture  and  stock  raising,  and  how  they  compare  on  thusf 
points,  not  only  with  northern  group  Shetland,  but  also  with 
(Jithtiess. 

Altogether  the  Orkneys  have  passed  out  of  Ihe  picturesriue 
^e  of  history,  and  are  at  the  present  time,  probaiily,  as  thrivinj; 
as  any  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  How  much  sn 
'an  be  judged  from  the  following  facts; — during  four  months, 
ipeni  wandering  to  and  fro  through  the  islands,  in  1880,  ihu 
•ntet  never  once  saw  a  bare-footed  man,  woman,  or  child,  nor 
■35  he  once  accosted  by  a  beggar.  Of  what  other  district  in 
Scotland  could  the  same  be  said?     Hankruptcy  amon^'St  tlu- 
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farmers  has,  it  is  said,  never  been  known,  and  over  a  milti^ 
was,  in  1880,  stated  to  be  lying  on  deix>sit  in  the  banb  ^ 
Kirkwall,  Stromncss,  and  St.  Margaret's  Hope,  to  the  credits 
the  fanners  and  "  [)eerie  birds."  And  long  may  they  thrive,  u 
take  them  all  in  all,  finer,  more  self-reliant  subjects,  than  ti» 
Orcadians,  the  Queen  does  not  |x>ssess. 


r 
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Orihc  northern  groiap,  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  after 
!  ^Kj  became  subject  to  the  Scottish  Crown,  we  have  little  or  no 
feoHca]  informatinn.  Owing  to  iheir  geographical  sitiialion, 
and  to  the  fact  of  the  inhabitants  being  a  fishing  rather  than  an 
^cultural  people,  the  connection  with  the  mother  counirv. 
Nor»'av.  lasted  till  quite  modern  days  ;  and  whilst  in  the  <:asc  of 
rte  Orkneys  the  Scotticising  of  the  population  commenced  ;il 
ilie  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  if  not  earlier,  the  Shullandcrs 
^emainc'd  till  nearly  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  to  all 
inimin  and  purposes,  as  Scandinavian,  not  only  in  their  cusiums, 
but  also  in  their  language,  as  if  ihey  had  still  been  sulijuris  iii 
ihe  Norwegian  Crown, 

Thuii,  according  to  the  J^as/i  Ecclum  Scolticana,  Maj;ni!S 
NoRk,  so-called  probably  from  his  journey,  Minister  of  Unst, 
*is  fompelled  in  1 593  to  proceed  to  Norway  to  learn  Norsi:, 
-~  his  flock  were  acquainted  with  no  other  language.  Of  thi.- 
''ti'tant  intercourse  that  at  one  time  was  carried  on  l)elWL-en 
^Kiland.  or  Hjallland,  as  it  was  termed,  and  Norway,  we  are 
'fflimded  by  the  name  by  which  the  northern  entrance  t*i 
fegcn  harbour  is  known  to  the  present  day,  JJjci/c-fJord.^ 
^?iiti,  some  few  years  back,  was  found,  by  the  late  Mr.  i'etn'e, 
"Krilf-Cle:k  of  Orkney,  amongst  the  records  at   Kirkwall.   .1 

'  !^h»ou-Ci  dts  A>i!i,,i,airc!  dft  N^orJ,  1850-6^,  ]..  yi. 
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notarially  attested  translation  of  the  will  of  "  Sir  Da\'id  : 

of  Swynbrocht  Knycht."  *     Sir  David,  who  was  the  third 

William,  last  Earl  of  Orkney,  of  the  line  of  **  high  Sl 

by  Marjorie  Sutherland,  was  not  only  Governor  of  Hja 

under   the   Scottish  Crown,   but   also   Chief   Captain  ( 

Palace  of  liergen.    By  his  will,  executed  at  Tingwall,  and 

the  9th  of  July,  1506,  after  directing  his  body  to  be  bin 

St.    Magnus    Kirk    at  Ting^all,    and    praying    James   I 

protect  his  testament,  he  left  all  his  land  that  he  had  inh 

on  his  father's  death  in  Zetland,  his  i>ension  of  Zetland  fc 

year,  and  his  **  best  siluer  stojx!  wyth  twelffe  stoppis  indo 

the  samen,"  a  twelve-pegged  tankard,  in  fact,  **  wyth  my 

callit  the  Car\ell  wyth  hir  pertinenlis,  and  twa  sadillis " 

several  other  devises  and  bequests  to  different  members « 

family,  and  other  persons ;  his  **  red  cote  of  weluotc ' 

the  hie  alter  of  the  Cathedral  Kyrk  of  Orknaye,"  '*  to 

Magnus  Kyrk  in  Tyngvell,  the  twa  part  of  my  black  wn 

cote,    and    the    thrid    parte    I    leife  to    the    Corss   K]i 

Dynrosness "  ;    whilst  his  gold  chain  or  collar,  given  li 

the  King   of    Denmark,  and   probably  a  badge  of  ofi 

( \iptain  of  the  Palace,  he  betjueathed  to  St.  Cicorge's  a) 

koeskilde,  the  ancient  capital  of  Denmark.     For  a  long  \ 

representatives  of  the  Sinclair  family  were  proprietors  in 

land ;   and   the   Sinclairs   of   Quendale   in    Dunrossncss 

became  extinct  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.     I 

disputes  between  the  Odallers  under  Sir  James  Sinclati 

Ix)rd  Sinclair,  which  culminated  in  the  battle  of  Summe 

the  Shetland  members  of  the  family  were  on  the  popular 

and   in   the  nineteen  years  respite  ^  granted  by  James 

Sinclair  of  Strome  and  others,  for  the  slaughter  of  the  £ 

Caithness,  we  find  in  addition  to  that  of  **  Edward  SincU 

Strome,"  the  names  of  '*  Magnus  Sinclare  of  Worsettcr,  J< 

Sinrlare  of  Tollap,  William  Sinclare  of  House,  Olive  Sin 

Helura,    Magnus    Sinclare,     I^wrence    Sinciare,    and    J 

Sinclare."     Till  within  the  last  twenty  years  or  so  the  no 

*   Bannatync,  Mts^tilany,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 03.  '  Lo«*s  7#trr,  p 
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I     of  ihe  chapel  of  the  Sinclairs,  Barons  of  Brugh,  or  Burgh, 

I  delmeaied  in  Hifabert,  were  standing  not  far  from  the  head  oi' 
■  CaHirth  Voe,  but,  stones  being  scarce  in  Shetland,  they  were 
I  puiled  down  to  build  a  dyke  round  the  burial-ground  of 
I    Ginh. 

I        Eren  as  late  as  1662'  we  see  Frederick  III.  of  Denmark 
[     Con6nning  s.    grant  of  land  at  Sumburgh,  formerly    part    of 
Ihe  estates  of  the  proveslrie    or  deanery  of  the   Dom-Kirk, 
Bergen,  to  one  Captain  Laurence  Middleton. 

It  was  not  till  Lord  Robert  Stewart  appears  on  the  scene 
that  we  find  Shetland  figuring  at  all  prominently  in  Scottish 
records,  and,  even  then,  it  was  due  to  the  evil  deeds  of  himself 
and  his  riff-raflT  following  that  it  did  so.  Eupheme  Elphin- 
none,  when  her  royal  paramour  James  V.  was  tirt'd  of  her. 
«M  made  an  honest  woman  of  by  John  Bruce,  the  laird  of 
Callmalundie  in  Fife,  to  whom  she  bore,  with  other  children,  a 
wn  Laurence  or  Lucas,  who  followed  his  bastard  brother's  lead 
IT  crime  to  the  best  of  his  abilities.  When  Lord  Robert,  on 
Balfour's  fall,  became  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Great  Foud  01 
^kt!.\n(),  he  appointed  Laurence  Bruce  his  deputy  as  Foud,  who 
ws  no  sooner  installed  in  oRice  than  he  showed  how  fitted  he 
was  to  act  as  his  brother's  lieutenant.  On  the  presentation  of 
"The  Complaints  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Orkney  and  Zetland, " 
in  the  year  1575,  against  the  oppression  and  misrule  of  Loril 
Kobert,  a  commission  was  issued,  under  the  royal  signet,  by 
Morton,  then  Regent,  to  William  Mudie  of  Breckness,  whn 
had  at  one  time  been  Chamberlain  of  Orkney,  and  William 
Henderson,  Dingwall  Pursuivant,  to  proceed  to  Shetland  ami 
inquire  on  the  spot  into  the  truth  of  the  said  complaint';. 
This  they  did  during  the  month  of  February,  1576-77,  at 
Tingwall,  where  they  seem  to  have  examined  on  oath  (he  greater 
portion  of  the  heads  of  families  of  all  the  different  parishes  in 
the  islands.  As  the  largest  count  in  the  indictment  against 
Laurence  Bruce  seems  to  have  been  his  tampering  with  the 
tiystem  of  weights  and  measures, — ^which  had  existed  unchanged, 
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up  to  that  date,  from  Norse  days, — in  order  to  increase  t' 
amount  of  skat  and  other  duties  ])a)'able  under  Odal  tenui 
and  of  the  rents  called  landmaUs^  {)ayable  by  the  tenants 
the  lordship  lands,  it  may  l>e  as  well  to  show  how  those  dutK 
and  rents  were  jaid,  and  what  were  the  instruments  by  whifJ 
the  correct  weights  and  measures  were  ascertained. 

All  Odal  lands  were  liable — to  skat  payable  to  the  holder  (K 
the  lordship  lands  as  representing  the  crown  ;  to  forcpf^  i 
proi)ortionate  share  of  the  salary  {aid  to  the  lawman  ;  and  U 
watUl,  the  fee  of  the  Under- foud,  which  last-named  payncni 
was  for  a  long  time  sup{>osed  to  have  iK'en  originally  eucttd 
for  the  good  offices  of  some  saintly  woman  with  the  highrt 
j)owers.  The  tenants  again  of  the  lordship  or  bishopric  land* 
paid  landmales  or  rents,  ])artly  in  malt  or  meal,  {lartly  ic 
cattle  or  live  sto<:k,  and  jartly  in  **  {pennyworths,"  as  they  were 
termed,  small  <juaniiiies  of  grain,  butter,  oil,  or  other  prodooe 
which  went  to  make  up  any  deficiencies  on  the  other  two  headi 
Skat  seems  to  have  Inrcn  paid  chiefly  in  kind,  though  a  *^ 
small  amount  may  have  lK.-cn  ]>aid  in  coin. 

Wadmell^  as  the  native  cloth  was  termed,  was  largely  uvii 
as  a  representative  of  value,  and  certain  (]uantities  of  miit 
meal,  butter,  and  oil,  were  e<iuivalent  not  only  to  so  waA 
«  urrent  coin,  but  also  to  articles  of  live  stock.  The  unit  d 
weight,  l>ef()re  weights  and  measures  were  tampered  with  bj 
Lord  K()l)ert  and  succeeding  donatories,  was  the  eyrar^  or  tfOj 
ounce,  8  of  which  made  i  mark ;  24  marks  made  i  iufmmi 
or  settefti ;  6  lispunds  went  to  the  ma'/^  and  2  meils  to  thi 
/as/.  All  these  were  as<^-ertained  either  by  the  bismar  or  b; 
the  pund/ar  ox pundar.  The  unit  of  Kirrel  bulk  was  thecal 
«»r  kanna  of  Nor\%ay,  48  of  which  made  a  barrel,  and  wen 
cjual  to  15  li^^punds  of  butter,  whilst  12  l>arrels  went  to  tin 
last.  In  measurement  of  length  the  mZ/e/  was  the  unit,  aw 
was  ctjual  to  the  Scottish  ell.  6  cuttels  were  ecjual  in  \*altK  ti 
the  fyrar  or  to  a  f^u//i.mn,  and  10  gulliouns  made  a  ^i 
In  Skene's  /V  Vfrl^orum  Si^^nifuationf^  we  read  tlut  •'  10  wtioU, 
jiiakis  ane  siitVu  ient   Cow,  and    ane  sufficient  Oxe;   also  ari 
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xe  is  apprised  to  15  meales,  and  ane  wedder  is  four 
Ihm  ane  Gouse  is  twa  meales ;  Item  ane  Capon  is 
eGouse,  viz.,  ane  meale." 

Vard(hittg  elected  from  time  to  time  a  Lognttman  ot 
tman,  whose  special  duly  it  was  to  keep  the  standard 
and  measures,  and  to  attend  when  the  sJcat  and  other 
3e  collected  in  each  parish  by  the  Under-foud,  and 
d  also   to  sit  as  a  sort  of  assessor  at  the  parochial 

Iviurence  Bruce,  on  his  ap]>ointment  as  Deputy-foud, 
ed  to  eject  the  lawrightmen  of  the  different  parishes, 
substitute  in  their  places  creatures  of  his  own,  who 
jg  the  length  of  the  cuttel,  exacted  one-third  more 

than  had  previously  been  paid  ; — "  ffor  '  quhan  thai 
lit  of  him  of  the  wrangus  melt,  he  said  it  was  na 
wa  thai  gat  no  vther  remeid,  bot  quhan  thai  held  the 

in  thair  hand  to  haue  gottin  richt  mett,  they  wald  gift 
ne  straik  on  the  hand  with  the  cuttell  to  gar  thaim  lat 
'  Erling  of  Bw,  tawrightman  of  Dunrossness,  testified 
ice  would  neither  let  him  measure  the  wadmell  nor 
ruttel  be  used  in  measuring :  "  Quhaifoir  ^  the  said 
tman,  seing  he  was  refusit,  in  sing  of  the  disobe- 
nd  wTang  that  was  done,  in  the  presence  of  the  hail) 
Tnis,  he  brak  his  cuttellis  and  requyrit  the  haill 
.vnis  witness  heirofF."  The  "Duchemen"  from  whom 
bnders  purchased  most  of  the  articles  not  of  home 
ir  manufactiLre  that  they  were  in  need  of,  iiscd  unjust 
of  their  own,  and  generally  "  did "  the  natives  all 
.ith  the  connivance  of  Bruce,  who  for  so  acquiescing 

certain  goods  for  his  own  use  from  them  gratis, 
ese  "Duchemen"'  Bruce  "gart  serse  out  the  grittest 
;,"  but  as  it  only  cheated  to  the  tune  of  three  or  four 
"he  wald  not  ressauc  the  butlir  thairupoun,  bot  upon 
.  bismejTc,  (juhilk  he  had  gart  mak ;  quhilk  was  twa 
merkis  mar  of  everie  lespund  nor  the  grittest  bismeyre 
mi's  OppmtUns,  p.  23.  =  UiJcm,  ji,  54. 
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that  was  amangis  the  Duchcmcn.''  Swindling  them  by  tmjm 
weights  and  measures  was  not  the  only  grievance  the  Shetlander 
had  against  Bruce.  From  time  to  time  he  and  his  foUawcn. 
never  less*  than  twelve  in  number,  took  fordble  occnfii- 
tion  of  some  man's  house,  and  lived  there  till  they  had 
eaten  and  drunk  all  available  victuals  and  drink  within  read, 
and,  to  add  insult  to  injury,  **  ofttymcs  the  gudman  of  the  hoiai. 
at  thair  dei)arting,  behuvit  to  proj>yne  the  maister  hooshald. 
the  cuik,  and  Stewart  with  sum  gift"  Even  then  the  **gi«t 
man's"  troubles  were  not  over,  as  these  {Hrrambulating  looflb 
had  to  be  transported  -  by  boat  or  horse,  the  meanest  boy  JD 
the  train  disdaining  to  walk,  and  if  he  had  a  gun  expectiQ| 
it  to  be  carried  for  him.  WTien  making  one  of  his  "pfO- 
gresses  "  *'  in  sum  mennis  houses,  the  Laird,  with  his  compiflK» 
wald  remane  quhill  he  wald  dreink  halff  ane  last  of  bdr, 
and  sumtyme  mair ;  .  .  .  .  And  the  gudwyffes  of  the  booflt 
nor  thair  servandis  gat  na  en  tress  in  thair  awin  seliam  0 
lang  as  he  remanit."^  A  fine  had  always  Xxxn  paid,  where  any 
man's  swine  had  injured  his  ncighlnjur's  land,  to  the  owner  rf 
the  land  so  injured,  but  Bruce  levied  a  tax  on  all  swine,  whick 
was  so  unjHjpular,  that  in  some  jarishcs  the  jxrople  destroyed 
all  their  pigs  sooner  than  pay  it  He  f>acked  the  juries  wilk 
his  own  creatures,  James  Bruce,  prolubly  a  rebtion,  sittinf 
\i\Hm  one,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  **at  the  Ringis  bofv 
and  unrelaxit,"*  /.^.  for  the  time  being  an  outbw  asd 
'io  civilly  dead.  Even  the  mini-stcr>  '  were  not  above  taking  a 
hint  from  the  Foud's  l)Ook  of  how  to  siK)il  the  Docks  conunitted 
to  their  spiritual  guidance,  and  made  use  of  the  unjust  weigbts 
and  measures  to  exart  a  greater  (juantity  of  /^/Wj  than  ihef 
were  entitled  to.  As  has  l>een  shown  l)efore,  the  report  <rf 
Mudy  and  Henderson,  conjoined  with  other  causers  led  to  * 
icmiH)rary  retirement  of  Ix)rd  Robert  from  his  nortfacfV 
pashalik,  but  his  brother  and  I)eputy-foud  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  punished   for  the   numerous  torts  committed  whtf 

*  Halfour'b  0//^rtjjt\>MS,  p.  4a,  «  /Hd/m,  p.  62- 

*  UtJtm,  J..  43.  *  /^Urm,  \\  44.  »  /HJtm,  ji.  V^ 
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fti  held  office  On  his  return  to  the  north,  Lord  Robert, 
no*  Earl  of  Orkney,  continued  his  former  career  of  plunder 
ud  oppression,  which,  with  the  short  interval  during  which 
k  «as  again  under  his  nephew's  displeasure,  lasted  till  his 
<leuh  in  1 591. 

No  sooner  was  his  father  dead  than  Earl  Patrick  applied  to 
htliam«nt  for  a  grant  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Odal  lands  in  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetland  on  the  ground  of  their  having  "  fallen  in 
Noncnlric,"  that  is,  lapsed  to  (he  Crown.  This  called  forth  "a 
Supplicatioun  '  to  the  Parliament  be  the  Gentillmeu  of  Orknay 
md  Zetland"  "ffor  our  selff  and  in  name  of  the  remanent 
Our  Sowcrane  Lordis  pvid  subjectis  heritable  possessoris  of 
IheUiiack  lands  in  Orknay  and  Yetland,"  in  which  the  nature 
of  Odal  tenure,  to  which  "nonentric"  was  not  applicable,  was 
ftilljf  set  forth,  and  in  which  it  was  stated  that  having  corn- 
iced to  Earl  Patrick  of  the  infeoffment  which  he  had 
purchased,  he  had  promised  to  let  it  lapse  if  they  rejiaid  to  him 
:be  moneys  he  had  expended  in  obtaining  the  ■.ame,  which  they 
had  done.  It  was  further  stated,  that  the  Earl  had  been  care- 
ul  not  to  include  in  the  charter  the  Odal  lands  belonging  to 
"some  Lordis  in  Noroway  and  Denmark,"  and  that  he  had 
only  included  the  lands  of  the  petitioners  "  whome  he  thinkis 
loowircrow  at  his  pleasur."  Strange  to  say,  the  first  name  on 
ihe  petition  is  that  of  "  that  worthie  man  "  Laur^-'nce  Bruce,  who 
fifteen  years  previously  had  been  charged  with  every  form  of 
sstortion  and  oppression. 

Whether  "  the  Lordis  of  the  Articles  of  the  Parliament  "  con- 
Jesccnded  to  notice  the  supplication  of  "the  Gi.ntillmen  of 
Oiknay  and  2ttland  "  any  further  than  by  directing  it  to  "  lie 
OB  the  table  "floes  not  appear,  but  Earl  Patrick  does  not  seem 
w  any  way  to  have  been  affected  by  it  if  they  did.  Earl 
''jjbtrt  had  erected  for  himsell' two  residences  in  Shetland,  one 
St  Wethersta  in  Delting,  and  another  known  as  Jarlshof  on 
liie  shores  of  the  West  Voe  in  Dunrossness,  where  the  ruins  of 
iiiis  latter  dwelling-house  arc  to  be  seen  to  the  present  tiay. 

'  Balfoar's  Opptiaions,  p.  iO[. 


1 16  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND, 

Neither  Wethersta  nor  Jarlshof  were,  however,  good  enoa^ 
for  his  successor,  who  soon  after  his  accession  to  the  title  ma 
have  commenced  building  that  castle  at  Scalloway,  the  walls  k 
which  still  frown  over  the  most  beautiful  of  the  many  beautifi 
bays  with  which  Shetland  is  so  plentifully  supplied  In  thi 
fortalice,  erected  by  forced  labour  of  every  description,  th 
meetings  of  the  Althing  were  from  time  to  time  held,  if 
tribunal  which  simply  had  to  register  whatever  Eari  Patrick  i 
Foud  chose  to  decree  can  be  dignified  with  such  a  name.  Th 
first  of  the  Acts,'  of  which  we  have  any  record,  passed,  oo  th 
24th  day  of  August,  1602,  at  Scalloway,  shows,  that,  io  Cfl 
thing  at  leasts  Earl  Patrick  was  better  than  his  father,  as  h 
it  it  was  ordered  that  all  **the  Dutche  Mcrchandis"  and  ocbt 
strangers  trafficking  in  the  islands  should  have  their  weights  as 
measures  prof^erly  adjusted  and  seen  to  by  the  local  authoritx 
under  pain  of  confiscation  of  ship  and  cargo.  The  doit 
loot,  however,  i)ccj)od  out  ver>'  shortly,  as  on  the  next  dayi 
was  ordered  that  any  one  who  should  venture  to  appeal  to  **  tb 
Ix)rdis  of  Counsale  "  should  "tyne  the  benefeit  of  the  lawisc 
the  coyntrie  and  newer  to   be  hard  in  ony  caus  thcrcftcr.'* 

That  he  should  have  passed  acts  for  the  compulsory  suppi 
of  jxrats  to  his  household,  that  ferries  should  be  kept  op  b 
which  his  followers  should  be  transi)orted  free  of  charge,  n* 
that  a  goodly  store  of  oxen  and  wether  sheep  would  b 
demanded  for  his  retinue  was  to  be  exixxrted.  Even  when  b 
forbade  oxen  being  sold  to  the  "Ducheracn"  and  oth 
strangers  he  was  })erhaps  not  exceeding  the  exactions  conuno 
to  the  age.  These,  however,  were  not  enough,  and  by  in  u 
{Kissed  at  Scalloway  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1604,  it  «3 
<iecreed  not  only  that  no  lands  should  l)e  sold  till  the  next< 
kin  had  had  the  offer  of  them,  which  in  fact,  as  has  been  shovi 
was  in  strict  accordance  with  Odal  law  and  custom,  but  thi 
on  the  refusal  of  the  next  of  kin  to  purchase,  the  lands  shoo 
l)e  offered  **  to  my  Lord  himselff,"  who  would  do  doubt  tal 
ami)le  care  that  the  price  jnid  was  not  exorbitant 

*  A<ts  and  StatuUs  0/  ike  LawtiM£, 
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h&rl  Patrick's  imprisonment.  Bishop  Law  for  a  short  lime 
f  in  the  islands,  not  only  in  his  episcopal  capacity, 
0  as  holding  the  king's  commission  as  sheriff,  and  held 
t  court  at  Scalloway  on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1613, 
at  which  many  acts  for  "good  neighbourhood,"  as  they  were 
tag  termed  in  Shetland,  were  passed,  which  acts,  in  the  main, 
•nc  similar  to  those  wc  have  already  seen  as  having  been  in 
ibrce  in  Orkney,  At  this  court  "Johne  Faw  elder  calht 
mekill  Johne  Faw  Johne  Faw  younger  caiit  Littill  Johne 
Faw  Katherin  Faw  spous  to  umquhill  Murdo  Brown  Agnes 
Fiw  sister  to  the  said  Litill  Johne  wer  indicted "  for  the 
murder  of  the  said  Murdo  Brown,  and  Litlill  Johne  for  incest 
with  his  wife's  sister  and  her  daughter,  and  for  adultery 
■ilh  Katherine  Faw,  and  all  for  theft,  sorcery,  and  fortune- 
ttHing,  "  and  that  they  can  help  or  hinder  in  the  proffeit  oi  the 
milk  of  l>est!ale."  Katherin,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  having 
sllin  her  husband  with  "  a  lang  braig  knyff,"  was  sentenced 
"lobe  tane  to  the  Bulwark  and  cassen  over  the  same  in  the 
Wj  to  be  drownit  to  the  death  and  dome  given  thairupone, 
wd  decerns  the  remanent  persones  to  be  qiiyt  of  the  crymes 
^newrittin."  Walter  Ritchie,  who  seems  to  have  appeared  as 
«mnsel  for  the  accused,  pleaded  that  it  was  not  usual  to  take 
cognisance  of  murder  amongst  the  Egyptians.  This  clearly 
proves  them  to  have  been  gipsies,  and  the  name  to  have  been, 
probably,  Fea.  Query  :  can  the  Orcadian  Feas  have  been  o. 
gipsy  descent  %  "  The  Great  Fishery,"  as  the  Dutch  styleil 
ibt  herring-fishing  which  they  so  long  and  successfully 
canitd  on  off  the  shores  of  the  British  Isles  to  the  envy  and 
'JisgHSt  of  the  various  English  and  Scottish  writers,  who  wrote 
M  the  subject  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
toies,  was  now  nearly  at  the  acme  of  its  prosperity,  and  their 
tosses  were  congregating  in  Bressay  Sound,  till  St.  John's 
l*iy  permitted  them  to  commence  fishing,  in  yearly  increasing 
numbers.  Jack  ashore  is  not  always  the  quietest  of  mortals, 
^id  Dutch  Jack  was  no  exception,  and  we  find  two  acts 
"irected  against  the  disorders,  that  ensued  when  the  Dutchmen 
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were  holding  their  yearly  carnival  The  one  was  passed  in 
1615,  and  the  other  on  the  7lh  of  November,  1625.  By  thc- 
latter,  which  is  entitled  "  Act  anent  the  demolishing  of  the 
houssis  of  Ler^'ick,"  Sir  John  Buchanan,  who  was  then  Shcrxfi' 
Principal  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  **  being  informit  of  the 
great  al>ominatioun  and  wickcdnes  committit  yeirlic  be  the 
Hollanderis  and  cuntrie  people  godles  and  prophanc  per- 
sones  repairing  to  thame  at  the  houssis  of  Lcn»ick  quhH 
is  a  desert  place  To  the  ventcris  of  l>eir  thair  tjulu  as 
appeiris  voyd  of  all  fcir  of  God  and  misrcgarding  all  ciuell  and 
ecclesiastical  govcrnemcnt  in  thair  drunkcnes  and  uiherway* 
committis  manifest  bhidshed "  ....  "also  in  committing 
manifold  adultrie  and  fornicatioun  with  women  ventcris  0: 
the  said  beir  and  uthcris  women  evill  Inclyned  quha  rc<oitb 
thither  under  i)retc\t  of  selling  of  sokis  and  uthcris  nccessam 
to  thame  "  .  .  .  .  "  stealing  off  pursis  from  the  HollcnderiJ.*" 
\:c,,  ordered  that  the  houses  should  be  demolished,  that  no 
persons  should  go  to  Bressay  to  sell  beer,  and  that  '•no 
woman  of  quhatsumcuer  rank  or  (]ualitie  sail  repair  to  tfce 
said  St^und  syd  for  selling  of  sockis  to  the  said  HoUendens  of 
hying  of  necessaris  from  thame  Bot  sail  caus  thair  husband 
thair  sones  or  scrvandis  sell  and  buv  fra  thame  As  thar 
will  eschew  to  be  repute  and  haldin  commoun  and  projihanc 
adultcrcris  and  punischel  thairfoir  at  all  rigour/* 

Although  Ixrnvick  was  thus  descrilnrd  in  1625  as  "adescit 
place,"  and  such  houses  as  then  stood  there  were  probabij 
(iemolished  in  accordance  with  Sir  John  Buchanan's  order,  ihc 
natural  fitness  of  the  situation  ft)r  the  princijjal  place  and  i*ort  0! 
the  islands  was  too  marked  to  be  overlooked,  and  by  ChaiWi 
the  Second's  time  it  had  become  so  imi»ortant  that  a  fort  wa* 
built,  probably  on  the  same  site  where(m  Fort  Charlotte  no* 
stands,  and  a  garrison  of  300  men,  under  a  Captain  Willian* 
Sinclair,  a  native  of  Shetland,  stationed  there  to  protect  the 
place  against  the  Dutch.  On  the  first  war  with  the  Mynheen 
coming  to  an  end,  however,  not  only  was  the  garrison  with- 
c!rawn,  but  even  the  cannon  removed,  and  in  the  next  war  * 
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Oulcli  frigate  sailed  into  the  Sound,  and  burnt  not  only  the 
fKl,  but  also  the  best  houses  in  the  place.^  Bressay  Sound 
ocosionally  saw  stirring  sights  enacted  in  those  days.  In 
i6*o  ten  Spanish  men-of-war,  Dunkirkers  as  they  were  termed, 
surprised  four  Dutch  men-of-war,  waiting  to  convoy  the  East 
India  fleet,  of  which  two  were  sunk  on  the  west  side  of  the 
iound,  one  was  run  ashore  and  blown  up  by  her  skipper,  and 
he  fourth  was  captured  by  the  Dons.  During  the  Common- 
wallh  the  English  fleet,  consisting  of  ninety-four  sail,  under 
Idmirals  Deans  and  Monk,  lay  for  several  days  there  in 
iSJt  and  in  August,  1665,  ninety-two  sail,  under  the  Earl 
if  Sandwich.' 

Of  this  last  visit,  there  is  a  curious  record,  in  an  old 
'aslices  of  the  Peace  Book  at  Kirkwall,  of  some  sailors,  who 
id  been  left  on  shore  when  their  vessels  sailed  from  Ler- 
ncL  In  the  wars  with  France  at  the  commencement  of 
he  eighteenth  century,  French  privateers  sailed  as  they  liked 
iiound  the  islands,  though,  according  to  GifTord,^  Mounsieur 
ebved  more  courteously  than  Mynheer.  In  1688,  however, 
1  French  frigate  carried  away  for  a  time  the  daughter  of 
Mesander  Craig,^  minister  of  Unst,  from  the  bay  of  Nonvick. 
History  does  not  relate  in  what  plight  the  damsel  returned, 
L' is  mentioned  in  the  First  Statistical  Account  of  Orphir^'  in  the 
ase  of  two  giris  who  were  taken  from  the  little  island  of  Cava 
JjGowthe  pirate.  Of  them  it  is  said,  that  after  spending 
I  few  days  on  board  ship,  they  were  returned  "to  their  friends 
oaded  with  presents,  and  they  both  soon  afterwards  got 
msbands." 

It  may  be  as  well  here  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  "  The  Great 
Fishery." 

'  GiSoT^'s  ZellanJ,  p.  6,  '  Silibald's  Zithiid,  pp.  61,  (>2. 

'  Oiftord's  Zetland,  p.  6.  '  Fasli,  vol.  v.  p.  441. 

■  First  Staiistiea!  AiiitHHt,  vol.   xis.  p.  39S. 
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The  Rise  and  Fall  of  **  The  Great  Fisheryr 

From  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century,  and  for  many  ye 
afterwards,  the  fishermen  on  the  east  coast  of  ScoCki 
supplied  the  Low  Countries  with  herring,  and  it  was  not 
the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century  that  the  Netherlandcrs  ; 
said  to  have  commenced  fishing  on  their  own  account'  Ei 
then  the  Scotch  fishermen  probably  continued  to  dispoK  o 
I)ortion  of  their  catch  to  the  fishermen  of  the  Low  Coontii 
as  in  the  year  1429^  an  Ordinance  of  the  Royal  Bmgfas 
Scotland  was  passed,  by  which  no  fish  were  allowed  to 
sold  to  foreigners  till  the  coast  towns  had  been  supplied  J 
fixed  rate.  In  consequence  of  this  ordinance  large  nomb 
of  Scotch  fishermen  are  said  to  have  abandoned  the  tndc 
their  native  country  and  to  have  settled  in  Holland.*  T31 
end  of  the  fourteenth  century  the  Hollanders  seem  to  h 
cured  their  fish  in  a  very  rough  manner,  probably  in  1 
pickle,  and  only  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  their  bo 
markets ;  but  at>out  that  period  one  William  Beakelsoo, 
Biervelct,  taught  them  how  "  to  gill,  salt,  and  pack  hcni 
in  casks."  ^ 

Beakelson's  discovery,  or  improved  method  of  con 
whichever  it  really  was,  led  the  Hollanders  to  turn  tl 
attention  to  the  export  trade,  and  early  in  the  fifteenth  cent 
we  find  them  securing  a  footing  in  those  Baltic  markets* 
which  for  four  centuries  or  so  they  had  practically 
monopoly,  and  to  which,  at  the  present  day,  more  than  th 
quarters  of  the  herrings  exi)orted  from  Scotland  are  sent 

So  important  had  "The  Great  Fishery"  become  by 
middle  of  the  sixteenth   century  that,  according  to  Jan 
Witt,  the  Great  Pensionar)',  eight  vessels  of  war  were  fitted ' 
to  protect  the  busses  from  the  Dunkirk  pirates,  and  a  $p© 

*  Anderson's  Ori^n  of  Commrrce^  vol,  i.  p.  4I. 

*  Ihidtm^  voL  i.  p.  259. 

'  Appendix  to  Irish  Fisheries  Report,  1837,  p.  2. 

*  Jan  dc  Will'*  Political  Maxims^  p.  aa. 
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ned  for  their  maintenance,  known  as  the  "Great 
John  Keymor,  a  dependant  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 

in  the  course  of  his  inquiries  not  only  Holland  but 
rious  Hanseatic  towns,  stated  *  that,  when  he  UTole 
Hollanders  possessed  a.ooo  busses  out  of  a  total  Seel 
:ssels  of  nearly  5,000,  from  60  to  100  and  aoo  tons 
that  they  exported '  fish,  not  only  over  all  the  north 
and  to  every  part  almost  of  the  Mediterranean,  but 
u  Brazil  Probably,  in  consequence  of  Keymor's 
M  I.  and  VI.  forbade  foreigners  lo  fish  in  British 
out  hcense  first  had  and  obtained,  and  for  such 
Hollanders  are  said  to  have  agreed  to  pay,  though 
is  not  slated.  In  the  year  1625  the  Dunkirkers 
ve  especially  harassed  the  fishing  fleet,  and  in 
:  the  next  year  the  Deputies  of  the  United 
tted  out  thirty  additional  men-of-war,  and  estab- 
ale  of  rewards  for  the  capture  of  the  enemies' 
ying  from  30,000  down  to  4,000  guilders;  and, 
->  de  Witt,*  "  'twas  also  resoh'ed  to  put  the  law  in 
hich  commands  the  men  of  Dunkirk  to  be  thrown 
'  Their  "  High  Mightinesses,"  however,  beinj; 
iters,  a  few  years  afterwards  the  seamen  of  the 
■of-war  deserted  to  the  enemy,  and  sailed  "  with 

freebooting;"  but,  as  de  Witt''  quaintly  put  it, 
fl'ere  fain  to  pay  for  the  sow's  offence,"  and  the 
;  Admiralty  were  declared  infamous  and  punished. 

1633  one  John  Smith,"  who  was  sent  by  ihe  Earl 
te  and  others  concerned  in  the  English  Royal 
rporation  "for  the  discovery  of  the  Island  of 
and  to  report  generally  on  the  Hollanders'  manner 
.■as  informed  that  at  the  time  of  his  visit  to  the 
;  were  1,500  sail  of  herring  busses  of  about  eighty 
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tons  burden  each,  besides  a  small  fleet  of  doggers  of  siity 
tons  and  upwards,  engaged  in  the  ling  and  cod  fishing  m. 
Shetland  waters,  the  whole  l)cing  convoyed  by  twenty  waitefs» 
i.e,  vessels  bearing  the  jK^nnant,  each  of  twenty  guns.  Probablj, 
in  consetjuence  of  representations  from  I^rd  Pembroke  and  hb 
colleagues,  Charles  I.,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1636,  issued  a  similir 
proclamation  to  that  of  his  father  Ik: fore  referred  to,  and,  to 
show  that  he  could  bite  as  well  as  bark,  appeared,  according  to 
Rushworth,^  during  the  following  summer,  with  '*a  formidable 
Armado"  of  sixty  sail,  under  the  Earl  of  Northumberbnd, 
"upon  the  coasts  of  the  Isles,  jart  of  the  King  of  Greit 
Britain's  Dominions,"  where  the  Dutch  busses  were  lhd» 
fishing.  The  Dutch,  refusing  to  desist  from  fishing,  were 
fired  into,  some  busses  lx:ing  sunk  and  some  captured,  upot 
which  they  agreed  to  give  ^£^30,000  for  the  remainder  of  tbi: 
season's  fishing,  and  to  i>ay  a  yearly  tribute  in  future. 

This  tribute,  according  to  de  Witt,-  consisted  of  every  tenth 
herring,  and  "must  luive  been  paid  had  not  the  Free  States 01 
Hijlland,  in  the  year  1667,  brought  their  Maritime  affairs  into 
another  state  and  condition."  At  this  jKrriod  he  ^  estimated  thai, 
out  of  a  totil  iK>pulation  of  2,400,000,  450,000  sul>sisted  bf' 
the  deep  sea  fisheries  alone,  and  that  upwards  of  300.000  bstt 
(from  12  to  14  l)arrels  to  the  last  as  sold  by  the  fishermen)  0! 
lierringsand  other  fish  were  landed  yearly  from  them.  Here  it 
may  be  as  well  to  give  some  account  of  the  niles  and  regulatiooi 
under  which  the  Dutch  fisheries  were  carried  on.  By  the  Ordin- 
ance *  for  the  Gcvernmait  of  the  Great  Fishery^  {tassed  at  tbe 
Hague  in  1651,  and  renewed  again  in  1656,  in  which  the 
Great  Fishery  was  styled  The  principal  Mine  and  dd^ 
Supfnyrt  of  these  Countries,  and  tf  the  Inhabitants  therdn^  the 
benefits  arising  therefrom  were  jealously  restricted  to  the  n- 
habitants  of  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  West  Frizeland,  who 
Were  forbidden  to   hold  shares    in  any  buss  |)artially   owned 

'  Ku^hworth's  CdUctifn^^  v»l.  i.  pt.  ii.  p.  322. 

-  Jan  dc  Witt,  p.  182.  '  Ibidam,  p.  35. 

*  Ktf^i>rf  en  liritish  Herring  Fuhery^  p.  174. 
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I  If  Mj  itenons  residing  out  of  those  provinces,  and  by 
'  ifti'de  eight  the  captains  of  the  nien-of-war  were  directed  to 
St  any  buss,  the  crew  of  which  should  be  detected  selling 
kfringa  to  the  Zealanders  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  Pro- 
naos,  cilficr  than  of  Holland  or  West  Frizeland,  No  herrings 
■W  allovfcd  to  be  caught,  escept  for  bait  on  the  Dogger- 
iank,  bctbre  the  feast  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  the  24th  June 
N.S.,  and  none  after  the  315!  of  December;  and  before  sailing 
odi  buss  skipper  was  compelled  to  state  where  he  intended  to 
fidi,  to  what  port  he  intended  to  return,  and  what  private 
mart  be  used  on  the  bung-stave  of  his  casks,  and  to  swear  thai 
he  would  strictly  keep  all  the  regulations,  and  not  sell  any  salt, 
6sliing-line,  other  materials  for  fishing,  or  any  other  merchan- 
dise whatever  to  the  people  of  Shetland  or  any  other  foreign 
nation. 

No  herrings,  not  salted  the  evening  they  were  caught,  were 
allowed  to  be  cured,  and  the  fish  caught  one  night  had  to  be 
carefully  separated  from  those  caught  another,  the  fish  being 
hid  close  and  even,  and  not  crossways  nor  pressed  with 
biiiets  or  trays,  and  each  class  of  fish  being  carefully  assorted. 
I'P  10  the  15th  of  July,  Vent  Jaggers,  likewise  under  strict 
icgalations,  were  allowed  to  visit  the  fleet  on  the  fishing-grounds 
ind  purchase  fish  from  them,  fhoiigh  no  fish  could  be  sold 
liatil  they  had  lain  ten  days  in  pickle.  There  seems  to  have 
i^wn  a  graduated  system  of  bounties  of  some  kind  on  Ihesj 
early  caught  fish,  which  are  said  at  times  to  have  realised  the 
enormous  price  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  barrel. 

After  the  15th  of  July  no  herrings  were  allowed  to  be  sold 
iill  the  busses  returned  to  port,  where  their  cure  had  to  be 
fnallj  perfected  within  three  weeks  after  being  landed,  no  fresh 
idle  bemg  allowed  to  freshen  them  up,  and  all  repacking 
-a^ng  10  be  done  openly.  When  finally  ready  for  sale  the 
jnces  of  the  different  assortments  bad  to  be  declared,  and 
■Maters  and  supercargoes  were  forbidden  to  concern  them- 
^i^es  in  the  sale  by  Taste  at  the  Buiighoh,  whatever  that 
f"^)  ha;e    meant.     In    the   early   tishing,    only    Spanish    or 
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Portugal  salt  was  allowed  to  l)c  used ;  after  Bartholomev- 
tide  fish  could  be  cured  with  l>oiled  sea-salt,  made  acconliof 
to  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Cologne.  No  fish  wot 
allowed  to  ha  exi)orted  to  France  and  the  western  markdi 
but  those  caught  after  Ikirtholomewtide  ;  and  only  thoie 
cured  with  coarse  salt  could  be  sent  to  Bremen  and  the 
eastern  markets. 

At  their  second  outset  vessels  were  not  permitted  to  ttil 
before  the  14th  of  Soi)tenibcr  or  fish  before  the  20th,  after 
which  date  masters  might  put  their  herrings  in  other  vessels,  and 
assist  their  crews  in  hauling  nets.  All  these  rules  were  enfofced 
by  fines,  imprisonment  with  bread  and  water  diet,  corponl 
punishment,  or  Naval  Discipline.  Query :  did  Nav4ti  DisdfSm 
mean  keel-hauling  ?  According  to  Edmondston,^  who  wrote  it 
the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  the  busses,  which  m 
from  seventy  to  eighty  tons,  carried  one  large  lug  sail  and  a  suB 
mizen,  and  had  crews  of  fourteen  hands,  of  which  some  wcft 
Iwys.  Keymor  '  stated  that  in  his  day  each  buss  carried  fcrtf 
men,  and  de  Witt  ^  estimated  the  cost  of  a  buss  at  4,550  guikkA 
and  of  fitting  her  for  sea  at  5,500  more,  which,  taking  the  guilder 
at  a  trifle  under  u.  lod,^  would  make  the  total  espenditac 
about  ^920.  Their  nets,  of  which  each  buss  generally  carried 
two  fleets,  were,  according  to  Edmondston,*  sixty  yards  Idf 
and  fifteen  feet  deep,  and  twenty  made  a  fleet,  and  a*  the 
busses  carried  no  boats  they  had  to  Ihi  shot  and  hauled  frOB 
the  derk.  The  reason  for  the  restriction  of  the  fishery  Id 
iK'tween  St  John's  day  and  the  last  day  of  the  year  prohibh 
arose  from  the  idea  so  long  prevalent,  that  the  herrings,  insteid 
of,  as  is  l)elieved  to  be  the  case  nowadays,  moving  in  from  the 
deep  water  to  the  shore  for  the  purpose  of  spawning,  migrated 
in  several  vast  shoals  from  the  northern  regions.  Several 
writers  give  a  sort  of  time-table  for  the  arrival  of  the  fish  at 
different  iK)ints  on  the  coast ;  de  Witt,*  for  instance,  saying  ihit 

*  I.(lmon«lNti>n\  ////.;«./ /jAjw.//,  vol.  i.  p.  26S.  •  Keymor,  ;tT- 

*  Jan  (Ic  Witt,  i».  22.  *  lMmon<Istoirs  /.rtlamd  Jdandi^  voL  L  jv  2W- 

*  Jan  dc  Wilt,  }».  22  ;  ncc  alio  Tucklc'.s  England's  Way^  \\  9. 
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HoJiutd  was  well  situated  not  only  for  the  Doggerbanlc,  "  but 
Jw  near  the  herring-fishery,  which  is  only  to  be  found  on 
'letoasto/  Great  Brilain,v'\z., horn  Si.  JohrisXa  St.  James'i, 
'yo\&Sckel-Land,Fkaril,2XiABoekness;  from  St.  yames'sXaihi 
levation  of  the  Cross  about  Bockelson  or  Seveniot,  from  the 
levation  of  the  Cross  to  St.  Kathmn^s  in  the  deep  waters  to 
e  eastward  of  Yarmouth."  During  the  period  which  inter- 
ned between  the  arrival  of  the  busses  in  Bressay  Sound,  or 
iss  Haven,  as  the  Hollanders  termed  it,  and  John's  Mass, 
len  they  were  at  liberty  to  commence  fishing,  their  crews 
em  to  have  held  high  carnival  on  shore,  and  to  have  amused 
eraselves  like  a  lot  of  playful  grampuses.  In  a  pamphlet,^ 
iblished  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  we  get  a  good  picture 
Dctch  Jack  ashore.  "  There  is  no  Horse-hire  demanded  here, 
iless  it  be  in  the  Summer,  when  ihe  Dutch  nre  u]ion  the  Coast ; 
iring  that  Time,  some  of  the  Country  People  bring  in  their 
orses  for  the  Dutchmen  to  ride,  and  I  must  own,  that  if  they 
;re  not  better  Sailors  than  Riders,  I  would  not  chuse  to 
^ntute  my  Live  as  far  as  Graresend  in  one  of  their  best 
ottoras.  There  is  a  Spot  of  Ground  above  the  Town,  about  a 
uarter  of  a  Mile  in  Length,  and  pretty  even  Ground,  which 
vet}'  rare  in  Zetland ;  here  the  Countryman  comes  with  his 
^orse,  enquiring  in  Dutch,  who  will  ride  ;  immediately  comes  a 
nmsy  Dutchman,  gives  him  a  Dublekce  (that  is  'I'wopence), 
len  up  he  mounts  ;  the  Owner  of  the  Horse  immediately  falls 
bating  the  Creature,  and  pricks  its  Tail  with  the  Point  of  his 
lick;  then  behold!  in  an  Instant,  down  comes  Xhc  Dutch- 
tan;  up  he  gets  again,  and  mounts  afresh,  but  before  he  gets 
n  a  second  Time,  there  must  be  a  second  Dublekce,  and  he 
'Scarce  up  before  he  is  down  again  ;  so  that  the  Fellow  often 
lakes  a  Shilling  of  the  Dutchman  before  he  comes  to  the  End 
'( the  Place ;  this,  together  wiih  what  Money  they  receive  for 
lieir  Stockings,  is  all  the  Cash  they  have  from  one  Year's  End 
'>  the  other  ;  unless  when  some  Dutchman  fancy  any  of  their 
Horses  then  they  chance  to  make  a  good  Profit,  as  they  will 

'  Campbell's  Great  IVhitt  Herring  Fishery,  p.  9. 
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sell  a  Horse  to  a  Dutchman  for  a  Pounds  that  they 
to  their  Neighbours  for  three  Half-Crowns." 

Probably  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  « 
great  fishery  at  its  zenith,  Brand  ^  and  Gifford  -  both  statii 
they  had  been  told  of  2,200  sail  having  been  in  I 
Sound  at  once,  and  the  former  nvriter  remarking,  **  Yea, 
times  so  thick  do  the  Ships  ly  in  the  Sound,  that  they  sa 
might  go  from  one  side  of  the  Sound  to  the  other  st 
from  ship  to  ship/*  In  the  year  1 702  '  a  French  fleet  at 
the  Dutch  men-of-war  off  Fair  Isle,  and,  sinking  the  ad 
ship,  proceeded  to  Bressay  Sound,  where,  according  to  C 
they  burnt  1 50  busses.  From  this  blow  the  great  fisl 
said  never  to  have  thoroughly  rallied,  Frascr^  puttii 
number  of  busses  in  1736  at  300,  and  in  1779  at 
During  the  Napoleonic  wars,  as  the  Dutch  sided,  willii 
unwillingly,  with  the  Corsican,  they  had  to  abandon  th 
fishing-grounds  for  a  time,  though  after  Waterloo  they  re 
again.  After  many  fluctuations  the  number  of  vesse 
fallen  as  low  as  90  in  1865,  since  which  time  they  harr 
gradually  picking  up  again.  In  1S78  there  were  391 
of  all  classes  engaged  in  the  Dutch  herring  trade,  of 
eighty-nine  were  loggers  ;  eighteen  were  loggers  met  i 
spili^  that  is,  with  steam  winches  for  liauling  their  nets ; 
were  sloops ;  seven  only  were  hackers^  that  is,  the  old  1 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  were  bomschuits  ;  and  one 
ijzcren  schrorfstoom-lo^cr.  The  bomschuits,  called  in  SI: 
"  booms,"  hail  chiefly  from  Schevcningen,  in  North  H< 
are  bluff-l>owed  and  stemed,  flat-bottomed  or  nearly 
admit  their  being  run  ashore,  ketch  or  yawl  ngged,  and 
weather-boards  to  lessen  their  drifting  when  on  a  wind 
loggers  are  said  to  be  built  on  the  model  of  the  G 
smacks.     In   1857  all  the  old  laws  affecting  the  fisher 

*  Brami's  Orkney  ani  /^Un J ^  p.  S 
'  Gifford'*  ZttlanJ,  \\  5. 

*  Ibidewtt  p.  5. 

*  Yi%afsx*%  Doimstk  Fuheriii^  .Appcodii,  p.  75. 
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sloMed,  and  a  Fishery  Board  constituted  similar  to  what  has 

naied  in  Scotland  since  1809. 

Whilst  the  Dutch  wtre  thus  coining  money  out  of  the  seas 
which  wash  the  shores  of  the  British  Isles,  the  natives  of 
those  isles  had,  so  far  as  the  herring  fishery  was  concerned,  to 
look  on  apparently  helpless.  It  was  not  for  want  of  companies 
bdng  started  for  the  prosecution  and  encouragement  of  the 
&ilish  fisheries,  as  company,  after  company,  was  got  up,  only  lo 
colhpse  in  a  few  years'  time,  either  from  the  gross  ignorance  of 
those  entrusted  with  the  management,  or  else,  which  is  more 
prohabie,  from  the  special  unfitness  of  any  company  to  prosecute 
tht  fishing  trade  to  a  profiL 


I^F^  Tht  Shetland  Herring  Fiihety. 

The  Shetlanders,  till  the  commencement  of  the  pre'^unt 
wntun',  contented  themselves  with  catchmg  a  few  barrels  of 
henings,  the  gle^nmgs  as  John  Sm  th  termed  them  of  the 
Hollanders  busiies  for  the  busses  dnv  ng  at  sea  break  the 
will  or  shoil  of  herrings  The  yeir  iS-'e  was  pricticallj  the 
first  year  in  nhich  any  quantity  of  hcmngs  were  cured  m 
Shetland  for  exportation  since  nhtn  the  fishery  has  fluctuated 
from  time  to  time,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  f,iven  in 
'He  Appendix  W  present  it  is  on  the  rise  '  again  a  good  raan\ 
uoais  from  Caithness  and  the  south  having  the  hst  few  jeir 
Mtne  north  lo  prosecute  the  herring  fishing  n  Shetland  waters 
and  the  adoption  by  the  Shetlanders  themscUes  ot  hr^c  boil 
!'>r  all  classes  of  fishing  anj  distince  from  hnd  will  j  robabl) 
I'went  ts  ever  collapsing  iga  n  is  the  old  fashioned  si\  oared 
^!ietland  )mls  are  too  small  to  carry  a  proper  fleet  of  nets      A 

'  Onlhe  l6lh  of  Se(lcmber  n  the  pre  ent  ynr  (iSS")  1  c  lota!  he  n 
alcb  f.)i  Shcilan  1  for  ihc  ciion  far  Ha  cil  mlt  I  -W  104000  ra 
f'' binel-  pving  the  enormou    i  tra^     fo    ca  1    I    „    I   it      g  ged 
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curioui  fact  in  the  natural  history  of  the  herring  is  thai 
west  side  of  Shetland  ihe  fish  are  shotUm  or  tptnt  by 
of  August,  whilst  on  the  casl  side  they  remain /luV  to 
of  September.' 

'  Rfpjrt  m  til  llerrix!;  Fiiktrie-,  1S78,  Appcihlii,  p.  w. 


CHAPTER  XI, 

;NDER   SCOTTISH    AND    RRlTiSH    RULE— (fif«//n«f^). 

Jhe  Lirtg,  or  Haaf  Fishing. 

and  fish  r>   and    nfa       Aj,  nnjfh 

xTiIurii;      h      1      n    1      I  n    1  n     fi  h  %  f      1  tife 
d,  some   n    s  kn      n        h     1  nj,  fi  h  nj,     nd  n 
the  haaf  fihn       o      lldfnhlnhnd 
av,  Goth     /ff/h  n  dnonoh 

d  on  in  ho         Uj     o    h    >  7       wl    r     h^h 

actd  on  all  mi  0  d  1  nd  u  on  hou 
:"or  the  fi  n  a  Lc  k  h  ti  h  d  of  h 
almost  completely  in  ihi;  hands  of  Ihu  merchants 
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from  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  Liibeck,  who,  coming  over  aboi 
the  commencement  of  May  in  every  year,  hired  AvMx,  or  stoft 
houses,  from  the  proprietors  in  which  to  store  their  hemp 
lines,  hooks,  tar,  hnen,  tobacco,  spirits,  and  beer,  and  al« 
rented  the  ayres^  or  stone  beaches,  as  curing-groundsi. 

According  to  Smith'and  Gifford,  Scotch  and  FngHsh  mcrchint 
also  came  ;  but  the  greater  bulk  of  the  trade  was  undoubtdl] 
in  the  hands  of  the  *'  Dutchmen,"  as  these  North  Gcnui 
traders  were  termed.  To  them  the  native  fishermen  /niife 
the  fish  they  caught  in  exchange  for  their  various  commoditiei 
or  sold  them  for  the  foreign  currency  the  merchants  had  broojct) 
with  them.  For  long  enough  (ierman  and  I  )anish  coins  wer 
the  only  ones  current  in  Shetland,  very  much  to  the  disad 
vantage  of  the  natives,  as  the  rate  of  exchange  wai  al 
against  them.  Even  in  1806,*  Dutch  and  Danish  coins  ver 
more  common  in  I^envick  than  British  money.  On  ih 
imposition  of  the  salt  duties  the  Hanseatic  traders  vck 
driven  away,  and  the  proprietors  compelled  to  turn  fah 
curers  themselves.  Finding  the  business,  thus  thrust  on  tli« 
in  the  first  instance,  a  very*  profitable  one,  they  after  a  tin 
commenced  that  suixiivision  -  of  farms,  which  has  intensfa 
the  evils  of  the  small  crofting  system — the  Kme  of  the  isUnds- 
if  it  did  not  a(  tuallv  create  them.  Under  the  old  Countrv.Art 
early  and  improvident  marriages  were  in  some  degree  prevcntct 
by  young  coujiles  not  being  allowed  to  marry,  unless  they  cook 
show  that  they  had  at  least  '*  forty  jwunds  Scots  of  free  gtartc 
set  up  house  u|X)n,  or  some  lawful  trade  whereby  to  subsbt* 

All  these  restrictions  were  now  thrown  to  the  windsw  «* 
ever)'thing  was  done  to  encourage  early  marriages  to  sochJ 
degree,  that  l)etween  the  years  1755  ^^^  1 79 j,  according  W 
Kdmondston,*"*  Shetland  increased  its  population  by  4.97^ 
inhabitants ;  whilst  during  the  same  i>eriod  only  one  hundfci 
had  l>een  adilcd  to  that  of  Orknev,  a  much  richer  and  moP 
fertile  country.     Numerous  ^Titers,  from  A(Lim  Smith  dow 

»  Nciir*  Tcur,  p.  71.  »  Snv  MtiktJ 0/ Fiskmf. 

•  M<iincndston\  /.dland  IslanJ*,  voL  ii.  p.  3^^ 
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■     wards,  have  described  the  slate  of  the  Shetland  peasantry  till 

I     quite  recent  limes  as  Utile  better  than  serfdom,     Up  to  quite 

I     modem  rimes  a  Sheliander  could  only  fish  for  his  laird  or  his 

I     isiid's  tacksman  ;  had  to  procure  every  article  he  was  in  need 

of  from  ihe  shop  of  the  laird  or  tacksman  ;  and  was  expected 

fo  dispose  of  every  article  of  farm  produce  and  ei'ery  beast  he 

'     hid  for  sale  at  the  same  place.     Nay,  more,  if  a  lad  went  to  the 

Cteenland  Whale  Fishery  for  the  summer,  his  family  had  to  pay 

a  guinea  1  as  a  fine  for  his  so  doing.     The  Shetlander  thus 

realised  to  the  full  the  advantages  of  buying  in  Ihe  dearest 

market  and  selling  in  the  cheapest.* 

CompetilioD  was  unknown,  as  no  one  could  start  a  shop,  in 
mOil  places,  without  the  proprietor's  leave,  and  even  if  they 
(Wild  have  done  so,  the  fishermen  for  obvious  reasons  could 
Mt  have  dealt  there.  At  the  present  day  very  few  of  the 
proprielors  engage  in  fish-curing  on  their  own  account,  shops 
art  springing  up  all  over  the  islands,  and  the  tenants  on  most 
estates  are  said  no  longer  lo  be  compelled  to  fish  for  their 
Undkttd's  nominee,  but  that  many  evils  arising  from  the 
1     iplein-still  survive  is  undoubted. 

Till  within  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  all  the  boats  used  for 
the  haaf  fishing  were  imported  from  Norway  in  pieces  ready 
feir  putting  together.  At  the  present  day,  all  the  boats  usL'd, 
"ith  the  exception  of  some  of  the  big  East  Country  boats, 
and  of  which  more  hereafter,  are  built  in  the  islands,  though 
ihe  mode!  used  is,  with  httle,  if  any  alteration,  still  the  same, 
'hat  of  the  Norwegian  yawl.  Sixareens  or  sixerns,  sexipriiigr, 
(so  called  from  their  pulling  six  oars),  are  the  boats  principally 
used  at  the  haaf.  They  run  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  feet 
of  keel,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  built  entirely  of  Norway  pine, 
though  occasionally  larch  is  used  for  the  lower  timbers  and 
boards.  They  are  all  clinker-built,  stem  and  stern  alike,  with 
great  sheer  fore  and  aft,  and  great  rake  in  stem  and  sternjiopts 
—so  that  a  boat  which  measures  only  twenty-one  feet  on 
teel,  is  nearly  thirty  over  all. 

'  NeiU's  Timr,  p.  gS.  '  Shirreff's  S/ieilaml.  p.  15. 
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Buoyant  as  corks  in  a  seaway,  they  are  very  tender  at  fit 
though  stiff  enough  when  down  to  their  bearings.  The  s 
used  is  a  dipping  lug,  hoisted  on  a  mast  stepped  nea 
amidships,  and  occasionally  you  may  see  a  small  jib  or  fore 
set  as  well.  They  pull  six  oars  double  banked,  and  use  < 
thole-pin,  called  a  kab€y  and  a  humlabund  or  grummet,  m 
sometimes  of  cord,  generally  of  raw  cowhide  and  dovi 
The  Ness  (as  Dunrossncss  is  always  called  in  other  parts 
Shetland)  of  whale  sinew,  when  it  can  be  obtained.  T 
prefer  the  grummet  to  the  double  thole-pin  on  the  groan 
its  l)eing  handier  in  a  seaway.  The  names  of  every  artid 
a  boat's  e(}uipment,  and  most  of  the  terms  used  in  the  o 
gation  or  management  of  it,  are  of  pure  Norse  derivation, 
boat  itself  is  either //rr  or  knoren  ;  the  stem  is  kuf^p  or  skt 
the  loose  l>oards  forming  the  flooring  are  the  tilftr  ;  the  \ 
used  to  stop  the  hole  through  which,  when  run  ashore, 
water,  the  l)oat  may  have  made  when  afloat,  is  run  ofli  is 
niU  ;  the  scoop  used  in  baling  is  auskfrrie  ;  the  division  boa 
dividing  a  lK)at  into  romixirtments  diXiiJiskaftaJ;  the  coop 
ments  themselves  are  nH>ms  ;  a  stone  anchor  is  a  fasik; 
band  binding  the  ribs  together  is  hadaband ;  the  horn  iisc< 
show  the  course  to  other  l)oats  at  night,  or  in  fog,  is  Im 
horn  ;  a  boat's  com|>ass  is  a  diaekU ;  oars  are  remSy  rnm^kx 
ars  ;  the  mast  is  sUng ;  the  crooked  piece  of  wood  or  I 
by  means  of  which  the  yard  is  hoisted  up  and  down  the  B 
is  rak/e ;  the  halliards  are  the  tcws^  a  term  also  loaicfi 
ap])lied  to  the  fishing  lines ;  the  start)oard  side  of  a  boa 
called  the  lineburd,  l)ecause  the  lines  are  hauled  in  on  t 
side ;  whilst  the  i)ort  side  is  for  obvious  reasons  termed  A 
burd ;  to  keep  a  l>oat  in  |>osition  in  a  tideway,  or  op  to  « 
is  to  andoo ;  to  Kick  water  is  to  shoo;  and  to  reef  a 
is  to  nuift.  In  .\p{)endix  H  will  be  found  a  fisherman's  f 
given  in  the  Shetland  dialect,  and  taken  from  Hibbert.  Tbfl 
a  softness,  some  i)eople  call  it  lisping,  about  Shetland  spo 
with  which  a  stranger,  accustomed  to  the  broad  Doric  of 
east  coast  of  Scotland   fishermen,   is  alwa>'s  struck  at  I 


SHETLAND  UNDER  SCOTTISH  AND  BRITISH  RULE.     133 

I  great    peculiarity  is   the   use,   as    in  Gennany,   of  the 
\  person  singular,  instead  of  the  second  person  plural. 

Hie  boats,  which  cost  on  an  average  about  £^1 1  apiece,  are, 
liien  not  hired  from  the  curer,  generally  owned  by  the  crew, 
B  ihares,  who  form  what  is  called  a  "  company."  For  a 
wy  long  time,  probably  down  to  the  commencement  of  the 
It  century,  if  not  later,  the  Shetlanders,  like  Iheit  Fiiroese 
cnains  to  the  present  day,  knew  hardly  anything  of  the  manage- 
tMBtof  a  boat  under  sail,  and  trusted  almost  entirely  to  their 
oirs  to  reach  their  fishing-grounds  and  to  return  therefrom. 
Hence  ihe  selection  of  many  of  the  haaf  stations,  as  they 
in  termed,  to  which  the  fishermen  resort  for  the  summer 
iDonths.  Each  boat's  crew  at  the  haaf  station  have  their 
Own  hot,  built  of  rough  stones,  and  roofed  with  potus,  le. 
IHb  flri|w  of  dried  turf,  which  are  also  packed  into  Ihe  chinks 
»nd  crannies  of  the  walls  to  render  them  air-tight  The 
•noiint  of  nir  space  would,  if  the  yti  is  ever  steeked,  hardly 
aiisiy  a  sanitary  inspector,  whose  sense  of  smell  too  would 
prebihly  be  offended  by  the  amount  of  putrescent  fish  and  offal 
ihu  is  scattered  about  all  over  the  place.  Each  curer's  boys 
IsTC  a  hut  to  themselves,  whilst  the  storekeepers  sleep  in  the 
tooths  belonging  to  their  respective  employers.  The  Sshermen 
wd  bo)-s  return  to  their  homos  every  Saturday,  for  the  helU,  as 
ihey  term  the  interval  between  sunset  on  Saturday  and  sunrise 
on  Monday, — a  period  during  which,  by  the  Old  Country  .■Vets, 
>ll  Shetlanders  were  forbidden  lo  fish,  travel  by  sea  or  land,  or 
be  in  any  way  engaged  on  secular  matters.  The  hanks  or 
pi"M  lie  at  all  distances  from  the  land,  the  princijial  one 
Jt  the  Feideland  haaf,  lying  about  forty  miles  north-west  from 
ihe  station,  though  boats  are  said  sometimes  to  go  as  far  as 
Mty  miles  from  the  land,  sinking  Rooeness  Hill  before  the 
lines  are  completely  set  in  "  the  deep  waters."  On  the  east 
side  they  must  at  times  go  even  further,  as  last  summer  {1881) 
'he  boats  from  The  Skerries  and  Fetlar  are  said  to  have  been 
hauling  in  sight  of  fishermen  from  the  Norwegian  coast. 

Rocky  or  coral  bottoms  are  said  to  be  best  for  ling  and  tusk, 
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and  should  the  lines  by  any  chance  in  foggy  or  misty  weather 
get  shot  on  certain  **  long  lanes  "  or  channels  with  a  «ndy 
hDttom,  the  fish  taken  are  rendered  worthless  by  the  tfy*  'ni«J. 
or  bee^  as  it  is  termed  in  Northmaven.  This  sessile-eyed  om- 
tarean  resembles  a  gigantic  woodlousc,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length,  of  a  light  crablike  colour,  and  with  a  hard  ouv 
taceous  covering.  Creejiing  in  through  the  gills  the  bee  eats 
away  the  inside  of  tusk,  ling,  and  cod,  and  leaves  the  fiNhcnDtt 
nothing  but  the  skin  and  bone.  Flat  fish,  such  as  skate  and 
halibut,  it  is  comi)elled  to  leave  untouched,  as  these  fish  hau 
the  ix)wcr  of  closing  the  gill -covers,  which  i»revcnt>  the  bee 
getting  access  to  the  interior  of  the  fish.  In  order  to  enable 
the  fishermen  to  know  what  sort  of  ground  they  arc  o*ef. 
Mr.  Cobb,  who  was  sent  to  Shetland  about  the  year  i;;o, 
for  the  puriKDse  of  giving  the  fishermen  hints  as  to  im|*rowi 
methods  of  catching  and  curing  fish,  invented  a  sort  of  <lred|* 
ing  trawl,  made  of  stout  canvas,  and  with  a  mouth  like  that  tk 
a  Highlander's  purse,  made  of  strong  tin.  The  Shetlanden 
saw  the  good  of  it,  but  the  moment  Cobb  liad  left  the  liLandv 
gave  up  using  it.* 

In  fine  weather  the  sixareens  make  two  trips  a  week  to  thettf 
haaf,  starting  from  eight  to  ten  a.m.  on  the  Monday,  and  retBTB- 
ing  on  the  \Vcdiies<iay.  and  again  from  Thursciay  to  Saturday. 
The  smaller  Ixjats,  fourareeiis,  {fo-rin^r)  going  aU)ut  half  the 
distance,  ten  to  thirty  miles  lay  and  haul   their  lines  evwf)*  day. 
and,  as  a  nile,  get  more  conger,  than  do  the  l>oats  at  the  Car  haal 
'1  tie  whole  complenient  of  lines  in  a  iMiat  is  termed  a  long  lioe 
cr  fleet,  each  member  of  the  crew  contributing  his  own  jioftioo. 
termed  a  packU^  which   is    made    up   of  so  many   hot^kU  of 
huchts,  each  of  forty  fathoms  of  from  2  lb.  to  2  J  lb.  line    Tht 
number  of  l>oughts  to  the  ]>ackie  varies  in  ditferent  fiaits  froo 
nine  at  The  Ness,  to  twenty  or  twenty  one  in  Northmaven,  wheit 
a  lleel  of  lines  will  < o^l  ai)OUt  ^,17  los.     Occasionally,  lino  as 
well  aN  boats  are   rented   from   the  curer ;  j[,(i,  as  a  rule,  betDg 
paid  for  a  season's  hire   of  lines  and   boats,  or  J[^i  to  £,%  W 

'  Kca'»  ComsUtraticmi^  |urt  ii.  j».  55. 
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lone.  Each  bought  has  eleven  hooks  fastened  lo  it  at 
■  intervals  by  tomes  or  snoodings,  a  yard  long  ;  tJie  part 
le  hook,  called  the  bid,  having  one  strand  taken  otit  to 
C  its  bdng  destroyed  by  the  teeth  of  the  fish.  When  the 
it  packies  are  joined  together  and  make  a  baak,  bolta- 
of  kappi(s,  heavy  sinkers  of  stone  are  attached  to  each 
id  smaller  stones  called  Mghters  fastened  at  intervals  to 
le  line  in  position.  To  each  of  the  kappies  a  hirai  or 
r  pigskin  is  attached  by  a  line  of  the  same  thickness  as 
Tning  the  back,  and  another  bow  is  fastened  lo  a  kappie 
;entre.  For  bait,  herring,  haddock,  halibut,  mackerel, 
i,  conger,  tusk,  cod,  and  ling  are  all  used  at  times,  the 
it  named  only  when  short  of  other  bait  at  the  fishing 
i.  Herring  is  the  best  of  all  bail,  where  it  can  be  pro- 
md  is  either  caught  in  nets,  on  the  white  fly,  or  with 
lile  hooks  on  dandy  lines,  worked  up  and  down  from  a 
at  is  andooed  for  the  purpose.  So  numerous  are  the 
sal  times,  that  the  sinker  (i  lb.  to  i  lb.  lead)  is  stopped 
descent  by  the  number  of  fish  striking  at  the  same 
I,  and  si.\  hundred  have  been  taken  by  one  boat 
1  eight  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Haddock  are 
on  small  long  lines  of  five  boughts  each,  with  ton  score 
lid  in  about  twenty  to  sixty  fathom  water,  and  baited 
npets,  cockles,  or  razor  fish,  or,  what  is  best  of  all, 
ley  can  be  obtained,  mussels.  One  of  the  Old  Country 
dained,  "  That  none  use  mussels  or  other  bait,  but  such 
r  the  most  part  of  fishers  hath,  under  the  [lain  of  £,\q  ; 
.t  none  fish  with  haddock  lines  within  voes  from  Beltane 
tinmas,  or  so  long  as  they  can  draw  haddocks  on  the 
nes,  and  that  none  take  bait  nor  cut  tang  in  another 
;bb,  under  the  like  pain  of  ^10."  The  Shetlanders  are 
have  nearly  exhausted  the  large  whelks  known  as  biickies, 
be  fast  destroying  the  mussel  scalps  as  they  have  already 
ihe  oyster-beds  which  formerly  existed  in  Cliff"  Sound 
-let  places.  At  the  far  haaf  the  lines  are  generally  set 
uled  three  times  every  irii),  and  at  depths  varying  from 
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80  to  120  fathoms.     The  setting  in  fine  weather  takes 
two  to  two  and  a-half  hours,  and,  aAer  the  operatioo  is  < 
they  hang  on  to  the  last  buoy  for  a  couple  of  hour& 

Hauling,  or  hailin,  as  it  is  termed,  takes  from  three  to 

hours,  and  is  conducted  as  follows :  two  men  shoo  the  \ 

one  hauls  the  line ;   another  gaffs  or  clips  the   fish  wit) 

huggie-staffy  cavils^  or  unhooks  the  fish,  and  kaaes  the  b 

that  is,  inserts  the  points  in  the  snoodings  to  prevent  their  i 

ling ;  whilst  a  fifth  guts  and  takes  the  heads  ofH     The  head 

dried  by  the  fishermen  for  their  own  use,  and  the  liver*  as 

make  oil     If  a  heavy  fishing  is  made,  not  only  are  head 

livers  thrown  over,  but,  at  times,  even  small  ling,  tusk,  an 

have  to  make  way  for  their  betters.     Ling,  tusk,  and  cod 

the  fish  handed  over  to  the  curer,  though  conger,  skate 

halibut,  which  latter  fish  the  Shetlanders  call  turbct^  are 

caught  in  large  numl)ers,  and  used  by  the  fishermen  for 

own  consumption.     Conger  are  looked  upon  as  umdem^ 

are  only  used  for  i)ait.    According  to  Scott,*  skate  also  were 

sidered  unclean  by  the  Fair  Islanders.     The  true  turbol  ii 

rare  in  Shetland  waters.     The  dog-fish,  htckla^  as  the  n 

call  him,  at  times  does  a  deal  of  damage.     The  tusk,  tor 

brismark^  as  the  Shetlanders  term  the  gadus  brosme^  is  essci 

a  fish  of  the  northern  regions,  being  rarely  found  south  ( 

Orkneys,  and  not  in  any  great  quantity  even  off  those  coasti 

in  Shetland  waters  it  is  far  more  abundant  on  the  easten 

on  the  western  side  of  the  islands.    To  be  properly  apprci 

tusk   should   be  eaten  fresh,  as  when  cured  they  lose,  1 

Brand  says,  "  much  of  their  savour  and  relish."    The  1 

very  gelatinous,  and  melts  in  your  mouth  like  the  **  ifax 

a  turbot.     Before  being  cooked,  the  fish  should  be  laid 

stone  and  well  mxshed  with  a  "  beetle,"  or  heavy  pic 

wood,  as  otherwise  they  are  apt  to  be  somewhat  tough. 

sharks  are  sometimes  caught  at  The  Ness,  and  00  being  b 

are  drawn  alongside  the  boat,  a  slip-knot  passed  round  tli 

and  the  liver  cut  out,  after  which  the  fish  is  cast  ol(  to 

*  Stoifs  Lift,  voL  iu.  p.  173. 
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iff  is  fforih  living  without  a  liver.  Occasionally  very  rare  fish 
ncaughl,  thus  in  187S  an  opah  or  kingfish  was  landed  from 
lieFeideland  haaf,  weighing  nearly  one  and  a-half  cwt.  Three 
of  ling  are  looked  upon  as  a  very  big  fishing,  though  three 
km  and  a-half  are  said  to  have  been  landed  in  very  fine 
Bather.  Thirty  cwt  is  however  considered  an  average  good 
In  Northmaven  a  ling  weighing  28  lbs.  is  looked  upon 
uabigfish,  the  average  1 1  lbs.;  14  lbs.  a  big  tusk,  average  4  lbs.: 
rflbs.  a  big  cod,  average  10  lbs.  These  weights  are  all  taken 
utheRsh  are  delivered  to  the  curers,  minus  head  and  entrails, 
A  lin^  is  said  to  have  been  landed  at  Balta  Sound  this  last 
Mij{i882}  that  weighed,  as  taken  from  the  water,  84  lbs.  It 
ii  reported  to  have  measured  5  feet  1 1  inches  in  length  and 
J  feet  in  ginh.  Saiih,  or  coal-fish  {merlangus  carbonarius)  are 
[nndpally  caughl  in  the  rapid  tideways  off  The  Ness,  and  the 
wth  of  Unst,  in  smaller  boats  than  those  used  at  the  haaf, 
I7  trolling  a  herring  or  a  skinned  piltock  by  a  hook  mounted 
00 1  five-fathom  tome,  when  Ihe  tide  runs  strong  ;  and  when 
i  ilickens,  by  yaaging,  that  is  jerking  the  bait  up  and  down 
npidly  in  the  same  way  that  dandy-lines  are  worked.  Ling, 
fosk,  and  cod,  will  keep  if  the  weather  is  tolerably  cool,  from 
Sunrday  till  Monday ;  but  saith  must  be  put  in  pickle  at  once. 

The  fish  when  landed  are  weighed  in  a  couple  of  hundred- 
wights  at  a  time,  each  hundredweight  being  termed  a  Titigh. 
They  are  then  split,  the  backbones  taken  out,  washed  in  the  sea, 
aid  carefully  brushed  from  shoulder  to  tail  in  order  to  remove 
blood  or  other  impurities.  They  are  then  laid  in  a  vat,  the 
bottom  of  which  has  already  been  covered  with  salt,  skin-side 
undermost,  and  sprinkled  with  salt,  and  so  on  layer  after 
Ujrer  till  the  vat  is  fulL  Liverpool  salt  is  always  used  at  the 
present  day  for  curing  white  fish,  as  ling,  tusk,  and  cod  are  some- 
nmes  termed,  Lisbon  and  St.  Ubes  salt  being  only  used  for  her- 
rings; though  in  former  years  the  latter  was  mostly  used  for  all 
fish  exported ;  it  being  stated  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  in  1785  that  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  islands 
tad  owned  that  he  had  in  one  year  imported — euphemism  for 
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smuggled — no  less  than  972  tons  of  foreign  salt  The  qua 
of  salt  used  has  to  be  carefully  regulated,  otherwise  the  fc 
apt  to  get  salt-burned  After  lying  three  days  in  ptcklt 
fish  are  again  washed  and  brushed  to  remove  any  iinpQ 
the  salt  may  have  brought  out,  and  are  then  placed  heads 
tails  alike  in  a  long  row  call  a  clamps  and  left  in  it  for  a  a 
of  days  or  so,  according  to  the  weather,  after  which  the 
spread  out  on  the  beach  to  dry,  skin-side  undemoost,  c: 
when  sun  or  wind  is  drying  them  too  rapidly,  when  the 
side  is  placed  uppermost.  They  are  thus  spread  out  t< 
every  day  or  alternate  days,  according  as  they  are  .being  < 
slowly  or  (juickly,  being  built  up  in  small  cubical  hills  c 
staples^  and  covered  with  tarpaulins  at  night  or  during  nir 

After  thus  being  exposed  for  some  time,  till  a  ' 
efflorescence,  known  as  bloomy  is  shown  by  the  salt  appc 
on  the  surface,  they  are  again  built  up  into  larger  staples ; 
if,  after  remaining  in  these  larger  staples  for  a  lime,  the  b 
should  have  disappeared,  they  have  again  to  be  spread  o 
dry,  till  by  its  becoming  fixed  the  curing  is  shown  t 
completed,  and  the  fish  thoroughly  pirud  or  dried,  when 
are  carefully  packed  away  in  air-tight  cellars  or  sheds  till  wj 
for  exportation.  It  takes  from  2  cwt.  i  qr.  to  2  cwt 
14  lbs.  of  wet  or  green  fish  to  make  i  cwt.  of  dried  fish,  an 
whole  process  of  curing  takes  under  favourable  circumst 
al>out  a  month. 

Up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  century 
fishermen  were  paid  by  the  lairds  or  their  tacksme 
much  for  each  fish ;  in  I>ow's  *  day  the  fishermen  in ! 
ness  received  ^d,  for  each  ling,  and  \d.  or  ^d,  for 
tusk  or  cod  ;  and  nearly  twenty  years  later'  the  Dm 
ness  fishermen  were  receiving  3//.  for  each  ling,  \d,  fof 
tusk,  and  \d,  for  each  saith.  Nowadays  there  is  a  » 
(juasi  jKirtnership  l)etween  the  fisherman  and  the  curei 
price  the  former  receives  for  the  green  fish  being  caki 
on  what  the  dry  fish  are  fetching  in  the  Liter  autumn  nx 

*  Low's  T<mr^  p.  120.  *  First  Stai.  Ace.  roL  vii,  p. 
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Sad  not  be mg  known  before  Martinmas,  and  sometimes  much 
l«n.  The  cost  of  curing,  usually  eslituated  at  ax.  6(f.  per 
c*L  dry,  and  curers'  commission,  likewise  is.  (>s.  per  cwt.,  are 
fini  deducted ;  then,  if  the  cured  fish  are  fetching  23*.  per 
an,  and  a  cwts.  i  qr,  of  wet  fish  be  required  for  the  cwt.  of 
iiy,  the  fishermen  will  receive  8/.  per  cwt.  for  their  fish  as 
landed  over  lo  the  curer.  J.ing,  for  the  five  years  ending 
1878,  ranged  from  ^^  17  lo  ;£jS  per  ton;  cod  ;£i(>  10^36; 
Dsk  jfi5  to  v^a4  ;  saith  ^<^  to  £,\(i.  The  best  cod,  and 
)cc>LsionaI]y  ling,  go  to  Bilbao  and  Santander  for  the  Spanish 
mrket ;  saith  principally  to  Ireland  and  Lcith ;  the  small  cod, 
isg,  and  tusk  being  sent  to  Leith,  Liverpool,  or  London  for 
wne  consumption  or  exportation. 

The  splitters,  beach-boys,  or  women,  are  paid  so  much  a 
wason.  varying  from  ;^8  to  ;^io  for  nn  experienced  head 
cuier,  to  jor.  for  a  beach-boy  in  his  first  year.  The  regular 
^^f  season  commences  about  the  15th  of  May  and  continues 
till  the  isth  of  August,  when  it  is  wound  up  at  each  of  the 
stations  by  the/iy  or  feast,  in  a  square  meal  and  a  big  drink, 
at  which  the  principal  toast  is,  "  Lord,  open  (he  mouth  of  the 
gtsyfish,  and  haud  thy  hand  abune  da  corn."  The  chief  haaf 
stations  are  The  Skerries  ;  Funi  in  Fetlar ;  Gloup  in  North  Yeil ; 
Nonrick  in  Unst ;  Feideland,  Uya,  Heyla,  and  Stenness  in 
^onhmaven  ;  West  Voe  in  Papa  Stour ;  Dale  in  Sand ncss  ;  the 
Isle  of  Burra  ;  and  Spiggie  and  Boddam  in  Dunrossness. 

In  addition  to  the  summer  fishing,  an  early  spring  fishing 
liasbetn  springing  up  of  iate  years,  when  the  fishermen  either 
ii^h  for  a  curer  at  a  fixed  rate  for  each  class  of  fish,  or  else 
™«  for  themselves.  From  I^rwick,  too,  of  late  years  a 
f'cih-fish  trade  with  the  south  has  arisen,  which  the  increased 
"eam  communication  will  ])robably  develop  into  a  very  pro- 
fitaWt  business.  60  cwts.  were  des])atched,  packed  in  ice, 
'ni8;6;  100  in  1877;  300  in  1878;  1,000  in  1S79;  6,000 
in  1880;  and  10,000  in  1881. 

Fishermen  are  always  intensely  conservative  in  their 
«i^as,  and  for  a  long  time  it  was  an  article  of  faith  with  the 
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Shetlandcrs  that  no  boat  larger  than  sixareens  conld  be  ctt- 
ployed  at  the  long-line  fishing,  it  being  supposed  that  bi^ 
boats  could  not  be  handled  deftly  enough  to  pick  op  tbe 
lines  without  damage  to  them. 

In  1876,  however,  some  Buckie-men — probably  the  final 
and  l)oldest  fishermen  in  the  British  Islands—came  north  ii 
try  their  hands  at  the  ling  fishing,  and,  taking  some  nativ 
fishermen  to  show  them  the  way  at>out,  astonished  their  pikjl 
by  their  hardiness  and  handiness,  hardly  losing  a  hook,  thongl 
using  much  lighter  lines  than  the  Shetlanders.  More  cm 
in  1S77,  and  still  more  in  1878.  Their  example  set  lb 
Shetlanders  thinking  that,  aAer  all,  there  might  be  somecbiq 
in  the  big- boat  theory,  and  in  1877  five  Hurra  men  pmchiM 
a  second-hand  boat  at  Fraserburgh,  which  more  than  repti 
her  total  cost  (^120)  the  first  season.  The  next  year  be 
owners  arc  said  to  have  had  a  hundred  7vaghs  at  the  spn^j 
fishing  and  six  hundred  between  the  12th  of  May  and  tb 
2oth  of  June,  when  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  hcni^ 
fishing,  at  which  they  caught  over  400  crans.  Another  big  bpi 
in  1878  was  said  to  have  divided  nearly  ^100  a  man  amoogi 
her  company  between  the  ling  and  the  herring  fisheries.  Fifted 
|X)unds  a  man  was  in  former  years  considered  as  mucb  I 
could  l>e  done  by  a  sixareen  at  the  haaf  fishing,  so  it  was  10 
to  l>e  wondered  at,  that  many  others  went  in  for  the  brp 
l)oals,  and,  intending  to  devote  themselves  wholly  to 
gave  up  their  farms.  That  the  old  Shetland  sixareens 
have  given  place  to  the  wholly  or  half-decked  boats  ia  n 
on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  was  only  a  question  of  time,  bi 
the  disaster  of  the  20th  of  July,  1881,  when  six  boats  ta 
GIoup,  one  from  Unst,  one  from  Feideland,  and  one  ira 
Heyla  were  lost  with  all  their  crews,  will  probably  accelerate  tl 
change  much  more  rapidly  than  would  otherwise  have  been  tl 
case.  The  opponents  of  change  will  probably  cite  the  Be 
wi(  kshirc  catastrophe  as  proof,  that  the  big  boats  are  no  tt^ 
than  the  sixareens;  but,  though  {>erfect  immunity  £roiD  lo 
can  never  be  guaranteed,  there  is  little   doubt  the  adopik 
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ler  tbc  split-]ug,  or  the  cutter-rig,  which  will  obviatt  the 
ity  for  the  sail  being  lowered,  when  going  about ;  of  some 

by  which  shifting  of  ballast  can  be  prevented  ;  and  of 
Lind  of  tope  bulwarks,  will  render  the  east  country  boats 
lent  in  use  nearly  as  safe  as  human  ingenuity  can  render 

One  objection  that  has  been  advanced  to  the  change  is, 
e  big  boats  could  not  be  used  at  the  present  exposed 
ations,  where  the  boats  now  in  use  are  drawn  up  on  the 
chof  dirty  weather.  As  has,  however,  been  shown,  these 
i  were  originally  chosen  because  they  lay  closer  to  the 
-grounds  than  many  of  the  voes,  and  bo  necessitated 
nual  labour  in  rowing.  This  reason  no  longer  holds  good 
oats,  the  motive  power  of  which  is  chiefly  that  of  the 
nd  no  portion  of  the  British  Isles  is  so  rich  as  Shetland 
.ira!    harbours,    which    only  require  lighting    to   render 

to  them  as  easy  on  the  darkest  night  as  in  broad 
It  The  question  of  expense  will  really  be  the  greatest 
.e  to  the  proposed  change.  Prior  to  the  calamity  of 
■f  July,  1881,  the  greatest  disaster  the  boats  have  met 
t  the  haaf  was  in  a  gale  which,  commencing  on  the  i6lh 
y,  1853,  lasted  four  days,  when  thirty-one  boats  were 
lough  the  crews  of  fourteen  were  saved  by  the  Dutch 

elements  are  however  not  the  only  dangers  to  which 
ishing  in  Shetland  waters  are  exposed,  the  leviathans  of 
ep,  on  amorous  thoughts  intent,  being  occasionally  too 
ive  in  their  attentions.  Finner  whales  and  gramjiuses 
;s  are  given  to  following  boats,  and,  when  the  latter  did 
idmondslon's  '  day,  the  fishermen  threw  in  some  small 
he  idea  being  that  the  animals  were  begging.  In  July, 
the  lighthouse  boat  belonging  to  the  Flugga  station  was 
lay,  when  at  the  fishing,  so  persistently  followed  by  a 
,  which  one  of  the  light- keepers  estimated  as  being  over 
feet  in  length,  that  the  crew  were  compelled  to  take 
:  at  the  Out  Stack  till  the  tyranny  was  over[)ast ;  and  only 
'  E(lmon<isloQ's  ZitlanJ  hlaads,  vol.  ii.  p.  300. 
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last  May  (1S82)  a  boat  was  so  pestered  by  a  finner,  that 
had  to  cut  away  from  their  lines. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1878,  whilst  the  HmrittU 
West  Yell  was  hanging  on  to  her  lines  at  the  Fekk 
haaf,  a  huge  head  was  projected  over  the  side  and  < 
down  amongst  the  crew.  So  great  was  the  force  of 
])low,  that  the  gunwale  and  three  planks  were  snaashed. 
forethwart  and  sailyard  being  also  broken,  one  man  h 
injured  in  the  breast,  and  others  scratched  on  faces 
hands.  As  the  skin  of  the  fish  was  described  as  very  ro 
it  was  probably  some  s|H;cies  of  shark.  A  few  years  jwe*TC 
a  boat  at  the  mackerel  fishing  from  Fetlar  was  struck  amida 
by  a  fish,  supposed  to  have  been  a  swordfish,  which 
followed  after  the  mackerel  fleet,  the  boards  being  cut  i 
with  a  knife. 


The  Cod,  Smack^  or  Faroe  Fishinf^. 

During  the  last  century  the  smacks  belonging  to  the  isb 
seem  to  have  been  used  principally  to  tow  out  to  and  cor 
at  the  haaf  the  sixarcens,  though   no  doubt  they  did  a  cer 
amount  of  hand-line  fishing  on  their  own  account     About 
year  181 7,  the  Regent's  Bank  was  discovered  to  the  souths 
of  Foula,  but  the  establishment  of  tonnage  l)Ounties  for  ra 
engaged  in  the  line  and  cod  fisheries  by  i   Geo.  IV.  c  i 
was   undoubtedly   the   stimulant   which   called   the   Shed 
smack-fishery   into   existence    in   its    present    form.      In 
year     1821,    only    twenty-four    smacks    arc    shown    in 
Report    of  the    Commissioners    of    the    Fishery    BoonL 
fishing  from    Shetland,    whilst  in   1829,   the  last  year  of 
l)Ounty   system,  the   numl)cr   had    increased    to   eighty; 
though  in  1830  we  find  none  credited  to  Shetland,  in  1 
we    find    seventy-four,    since    which    date   the     number 
fluctuated  from  time  to  time.     The  largest  number  in  any 
year  was  in   1864,  when   107  smacks,  of  4,362  tons  aggit; 
burden,  and  manned  by  1,185  men,  were  registered.     As 
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Dcreasein  (he  number  of  open  boats,  when  the  small  crofling 
iplezn  was  established  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  com- 
I  pdlttJ  the  fishermen  to  go  further  aiield  in  search  of  fish,  so 
I  (be  increase  in  the  number  of  cod  smacks  obliged  the  latter 
fom  lime  to  lime  to  look  out  for  fresh  banks;  and  about 
(be  Tears  1832  or  1833  the  late  Mr.  Hay  sent  some  vessels 
to  fish  on  the  coasts  of  the  Faroes,  and  continued  to  do 
10  for  several  years.  After  this  there  was  a  break  in  the 
Faroe  fishing  till  the  year  1849,  when  Mr.  Hay  again  sent 
smacks  there,  and  in  a  few  years  other  owners  followed  his 
eomple,  and  at  the  present  day  so  few  smacks  fish  on  the 
dd  grounds,  that  it  is  usual  to  speak  of  the  smack  fishing  as 
the  Fiiroe  fishing.  In  the  year  1846,  and  for  several  years 
iftemrds,  some  Shetland  smacks  fished  at  Davis  Straits,  and 
50  numerous  were  the  cod  tiie  first  year,  that,  it  is  stated 
in  the  Fishery  Report  for  that  year,  they  were  slrokehauUd 
m  ji^ired  with  raspers,  or  bare  hooks  lied  back  to  hack  on  a 
line.  The  size  of  the  fish  too  seems  to  have  been  enormous, 
some  weighing,  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  80  lbs,  and  after 
being  headed  and  gutted,  over  60  lbs.  However,  by  1850, 
ihey  had  to  give  up  the  Davis  Straits  fishing,  as  the  cod 
taught  there  were,  more  or  less,  found  to  be  unmarketable, 
owing  to  their  rank  and  oily  taste,  due,  it  was  supposed,  to 
ilieir  feeding  on  the  krcng  of  the  whales.  In  the  Faroe  fish- 
ing the  smacks  belong  to  the  curer,  the  crews,  who  join  some 
time  in  March,  agreeing  to  prosecute  the  fishing  on  the  coasts 
■>'  the  Faroes  and  in  the  North  Sea  generally,  with  all  due 
'iiligence  undl  the  middle  of  August,  and,  if  required,  to  leave 
faroefor  Iceland  before  the  30th  of  .August.  In  the  Fiiroe 
Pinion  of  the  fishing,  there  is  a  sort  of  partnership  between 
curer  and  crew,  the  former  curing  and  selling  the  fish  for  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned.  From  the  proceeds  arc  first  deducted 
c^pen^e  of  bait  and  curing,  five  per  cent,  for  sale  and  com- 
mission, allowances  to  master  and  mate,  and  score-money  of 
W.  or  i)d.  to  each  member  of  the  crew  per  score  of  sizeable 
fsh  aught  by  him.     After  these  deductions  the  net  proceeds 
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are  divided  between  curer  and  crew,  the  latter  having 
themselves  in  provisions,  except  i  lb.  of  biscuits  pe 
supplied  by  the  curer,  and  also  to  provide  themselves  wi 
lines  and  hooks.  The  share  of  each  member  is  settled 
time  of  engaging,  according  to  whether  he  is  a  skilled  i 
hand  On  the  Iceland  venture  at  the  end  of  the  sea 
curer  used  to  find  pro\isions  and  |xiy  wages,  but  at  the 
time  the  Iceland  fishing  is  said  to  be  conducted  gene 
the  same  terms  as  the  Faroe  one. 

Such  of  the  smacks  as  are  well  -decked  take  out  thei 

consisting  of  the  larger  mussels  known  in  Shetland  a 

and  of  the  large  whelks  termed  buckUs — alive  in  the 

The  other  smacks  take  the  same  shell-fish  in  a  salted  st 

salted  herrings,  though  when  on  the  banks,  as  soon  as  i 

get  halibut,  they  prefer  it,  if  not  supplied  with  nets 

purpose  of  getting  herrings.    Formerly  they  used  to  ge 

in  FarcK',  but  of  late  the  natives  have  been  forbidden  t 

foreigners  with  them.     The  smacks  make  three  or  four 

out  and  home  in  the  season,  and  twenty  to  thirty  tons  i 

upon  as  a  good  fishing.     On  the  Faroe  bank  they  are 

get  very  large  cod,  twice  as  large  as  those  caught  in  ! 

waters,  though,  it  is  said,  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  < 

ally  very   large    haddocks.     A   skate    was    caught 

bank  in  1878  by  the  unfortunate  smack.  Telegraphy 

probably  the   largest   ever   known,   if  not  the  lathe 

*' maids,"  and   rivalling    in  size    the  celebrated    hal 

Thurso  skate  of  Dean  Ramsay.   The  (ish  weighed  5  ci 

12  lbs.,  was  14  inches  thick  at  the  thickest  part,  and 

five  men  to  get  it  on  board.     The  liver  alone  weighed 

There  is  said  to  l)e  a  ver>'  fine  run  of  ftsh  on  the 

Iceland  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  and  till  the  i 

July,  when,  for  some  cause  or  another,  the  fish  leave  < 

for  a  short  time.     The  Iceland  cod  run  very  small 

following  statistics  will  show:  in  1877,  when  the  Faro 

was  moderate,  the  returns  of  Shetland  smack-caught  co 

>'«74J9S  ^h»  weighing  when  cured  33,878  cwt; 
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I  tien  (he  Faroe  fishing  was  a  failure,  and  almost  all  the  fish 
Ongbl  ra  Icelandic  waters,  it  took  1,807,448  lish  to  maice 
Jt'-t^cnrt  Occasionally  Shetland  smacks  fish  around  Rockall, 
1  lonely  skeny,  168  nautical  miles  west  of  St.  Kilda.  The 
•tlMcclccd  smacks  on  their  last  voyage,  when  they  go  to 
Grimsby  to  refit,  generally  take  back  a  cargo  of  live  fish.  On 
flticr  voyages  ihe  fish  are  headed,  gutted,  split,  and  sailed,  and 
ihc  airing  finished,  on  their  return  to  port,  in  the  same  manner 
JS  ibt  of  the  fish  caught  at  the  haaf  fishing,  though,  late  in  the 
sason,  or  when  the  weather  is  very  bad,  the  fish  are  hung  up 
bj  the  tails  and  dried  by  hot  air  in  a  long  room,  and  this  mode 
of  ture  has  to  be  adopted  in  exceptionally  bad  years  with  the 
hiaf  caught  fish.* 

Agoodmany  smacks  get  wrecked  from  time  to  time.  In  187S 
three  were  lost,  the  Gondola  .md  Hnrrkf  Louisa  ^t  Iceland, 
jnd  the  Telegraph,  which  is  supposed  to  have  foundered  at  sea, 
wd  in  which  were  lost  not  only  her  own  cruw,  but  also  eight 
fif  ihow  saved  from  the  Gondola.  Shetland  fishermen  rarely 
iiLiure  lives  or  boats,  and  till  last  ytar  had  na  benefit  society  of 
fcro'.vn.  A  certain  amount  of  the  money  raised  after  the 
disMiT  of  last  year  has  been  set  aside  to  meet  future 
tmergeneies,  and,  it  may  be,  the  lesson  thus  brought  home  mny 
produce  lasting  effects,  hut  it  yet  remains  to  he  seen,  whether 
^orc  permanent  harm  than  good  has  not  been  done  by 
fte  vijry  magnitude  of  the  sum  raised, — over  j^'i5.45!^- 
in  aJdition  to  those  employed  in  the  home  and  smack 
lislkrits,  large  numbers  of  Siiellanders  form  |)art  of  the  erews 
'if  the  whaling  and  sealing  fleets,  and  numbers  again  go  south, 
and  <iM\  foreign.  No  districts  in  the  IJritish  Isles  for  llieir  siice 
«ri  compare  to  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  in  the  number  of 
I'liictrs  ihcy  sujiply  to  the  mercantile  marine,  and  that  (00.  as 
ijikn  as  not,  from  (joor  boys  who  work  their  way  all  to  the 
'iuarkr-dcck ;  and  over  a  thousand  nawil  reser\'e  men  muster  at 
Urn-ick  during  the  late  autumn  ami  winter  months,  nnd  fiuLr 
raw  material  could  hardly  be  found  anywliere  in  the  wurki. 

'  iiee  Appeiiciices  V  and  G,  pp.  Ooi-:. 
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The  Fisherman-Crofter  Ashore. 

That  agricullure,  in  any  higher  sense  of  the  word,  s! 
till  comikiratively  recent  years,  have  been  an  unknown  qi 
in  Shetland,  is  hardlv  to  !>e  wondered  at.     \Vc  have  seer 
the  almost  total  failure  of  the  kelp  trade  was  needed  to  x 
the  Orcadians  from  their  apathetic  neglect  of  that  soil 
at  the  present  day  so  well  repays  the  lal)our  ex(x.*ndcd  uf 
In  Shetland,  however,  kelp  making  had  never  been  pro*i 
to  anything  like  the  s;une   extent   that   it  had  been  i 
southern    grouj),    and    the    failure   of    the    {>otato  cro 
the    years    1847-48-49,   was    indirectly   the    cause  of 
ever    improvement  there   is   at    the  present   day   in    n 
ai^rirultural.      At    that   period    the   only   road    in    the 
consisted  of  a  very  rough  one  between  Ixrrwick  and  J 
way ;  and  it  was  to  provide  employment  for  the  then  $t 
jK>pulation  that  almost  all  tlie  roads,  now  in  use  thron 
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\\it  aUndi  were  laid  oul.  In  fonneT  yeais  everylhing  wns 
SK»ii«l  ihe  Shetland  farmer ;  his  holding,  in  the  first  jjlacc,  was 
'M  snal!  lo  ensure  its  proper  cultivntion  ;  his  rent  was  paid 
»taDst  if  not  entirely,  in  kind ;  and  the  Scotch  locusts,  who 
W  tome  into  the  islands  in  the  train  of  the  Stewarts  and 
Mher  donatories,  had  introduced  kain  fowls,  forced  lahour, 
snd  other  exactions  dear  tn  their  feudalised  minds.  Cess,  or 
iMiito,  was  levied  for  the  crown  ;  and  skat,  forcop,  wattle, 
sf>«p  and  ox  pennies  were  payable  to  the  donatories  for  tlic 
time  being  of  the  lordship  of  Shetland.  The  payment  of 
ceo,  or  land-tax,  in  addition  to  skal,  has  for  long  enough  been 
Si^icdal  grievance  in  Shetland  and  the  Orkneys,'  The  Churcli 
'<m  through  its  ministers,  or  their  tacksmen,  took  tithe  of  every 
wide  of  produce,  and  the  amount  exacted  was  left  pretty 
tnnch  to  the  conscience  of  the  gatherer,  who  was  not  above, 
3t  times,  fraudulently  altering  measures  to  increase  the  amoimt 
Itviixi.-  Corn  teinds  wi^re  taken  sometimes  in  lenlh-sheaf, 
■'iraciimcs  in  bulter,  or  oil,  nnd  orc.isionaily  in  money.  Sliuu]) 
fcudi  ivL-re  fc\arled  in  wool,  and  lamb  leinds  tnki-n  in  laml)s. 
t™  tiinds  were  [wid  in  hulter,  and  calves  ivcte  tilliL-d  in 
m.ncy.  For  each  boat  used  .it  Die  fishing,  so  nKiny  lin,:;  wure 
N  as  composition  :  and,  a^l■ordin^  to  (liffonl,-'  \vln.-n  a  lu-rd 
01  ca'ing   whales   was   driven  a^hon.'.  Holy  Moiher  Church 
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over  came  from  Scotland  but  dear  meal  and  precciy  miniMer^ 
Teinds  arc  now  done  away  with,  and  the  stificnds  paid  •* 
money,  but  within  the  hiNt  ten  years  or  so,  the  minister  •» 
I'nst  was  entitled  to  <'!aim  from  his  flock  660  l:n:;-fiNh,  i.jc-* 
« ans  of  oil,  236  lis|»un<ls  of  butter,  and  jT^x  lis.  in  mon«n" 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  piven  in  .\i»jK.n«iT\  K: 
matters  a^rit  iiltural  an<l  pastoral  are  not  so  stairiunt  a*  tht* 
were,  and  in  the  vale  of  Tini^wall,  in  Dunros^ne'^x  In*', 
and  a  few  other  pLu  es,  farms  will  be  found  that  conijarc 
favourably,  e\en  with  those  situated  in  much  more  naturaliv 
favoured  districts.  More  than  half  the  land  under  (ulti\a'''n 
is,  however,  still  in  the  hands  of  the  crofter  <  la>N,  wh'*  \\ 
their  holdings  mu<  h  in  the  same  manner  as  when  Sh:.Tta 
visited  the  islands,  and  are  still  apt  to  act  to  the  full  or.  tic 
motto,  stiire  stipt'r  r/iis  atitii^iun.  ( )f  the^e  croi'ts,  the  nur.rrtt 
in  which  they  are  <nlli\ated,  of  the  st«M  k  borne  l>y  the  Irl 
of  the  habitations  in  wliirh  the  crot'ters  dwell,  and  of  :h<^* 
mo<le  of  life  ^eiKrally  when  on  shore,  the  rea<ier  m.iy  |<' 
haps  form  sdine  idea  tVom  a  |»eni*^al  of  the  followin.:  {0^>*^ 
Scattered  here  ^md  there  alon,,:  the  <  oast  line,  and  alon,:  tiv 
sides  of  the  valleys,  will  be  found  collections  of  tnttili" 
surrounded  by  j>att  hes  of  arable  land,  the  whole  fenced  in  M 
rucle  stone  dykes  from  the  scathold  or  l>ill-(iasttire  <»"**-'i<- 
l.ac  h  of  siich  collec  lions  of  cottages  is  known  a**  a  Art 
or  town  (( )1<1  Norse,  Tun).  F^ich  <  r(»fier  has  so  mr' 
mtrhs  of  land  inside  the  dvkes,  Ljenerally  s|*eakinj:  tleirf^ 
•*|)lanked  "  oat,  that  is,  defme<l  from  his  neij^hlxnir's  hoMTn:. 
but  (Mcasionallv,  thoui^h  rarelv,  at  the  present  dav,  YxA  :* 
runri;^  with  his  neighbours.  Strictly  s|»caking,  a  mcrk  ^'^ 
land  shouhl  <  ontain  1.600  square  fathoms,  and  an  nn  ^ 
the  ei..;hth  of  a  merk,  but  at  the  j»resent  day  a  merk  nu^ 
mean  almost  anv  iiuantitv.  As  a  rule,  the  holding*  vjT 
irom  3  to  S  or  10  .i<  re>.  Till  the  sr.hdi vision  (»f  farm*  U^-*^ 
plai  e  in  tin-  n.nidlr  of  the  last  <  cniury,  plou^'hs,  similar  t»*  t*^ 
old  ()r«a(li.in  wtwuien  s<  ratthini:  machines,  were  m  ti'mm*' 
;.se  throu;;hout  the  island,  and  are   s;iid  lo  have  been  found  ■ 


nriANn  under  Scottish  and  British  rule.    149 

[arts  lill  within  the  tast  forty  years.  These  ploughs,  and 
odf  in  wliich  they  were  worked,  are  thus  described  : — ^ 
large  yoke  is  laid  on  llie  necks  of  the  two  outermost,  and 
lyokeon  the  innermost  oxen."  Four  oxen  were  employed 
sed  abreast,  and  were  dragged  on,  rather  than  driven,  by 
h  alkdbak  df  gh  m  11  yk 
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Jc.    f   h  h         se     f   h    pi     t,h-     Tl     [1     gl 

very        gul      co      ru  k  d   p  f     ood 

latuially)     1    os  gh         ^1     f  h    b 

fi    d     p  f  oak  b        7  f      1    g     1    h 

ery  pi    bl     and  yi  Id  h    p  f   h    d 

h       h  Id    d     T        h      f         Tl  1  d 


p      dd 
h      feh    h    I 
f  uk     b 
d  h  Id      h 

f    !      h 
d     1 


1 


d    f    h    1. 


A    q 


d   h 


h  U 


1  d  r  <i 
tl  di 


1     !    I 

II  d 


1 50  7 HE  OKhWE ) 'S  ASP  SHE  TI. AXD. 

ilrivc  the  spade  home.  Oats,  Iktc,  and  jwtateKJS  fonn  t^^ 
( ro[iS,  and  gciK-rally  sjn-akin^  a  loiirth  of  the  liolding  \s  undrt 
potatoes,  tiioiigli  anything  like  rotation  is  as  a  rule  unknovi- 
Potatoes,  hy  the  way,  were  not  in  general  use  in  ShctUu^' 
before   the   niiddL-   ol"    the    last   centur)'.       Up   to    that  dil« 

<  abba^es,  introdiK  ed  a  f  entiiry  earlier  by  the  Cromwcl.jr 
troops    stationed     in   the  island^  after   Montrose's  defeat  an-l 

<  apliire,  were  the  only  vei;etal)le.  Witli  such  a  lark  of  vcgc 
tables  as  antis(  ()rbuti<s,  rombined  with  an  almost  cnt;rcl' 
fish  diet,  either  in  the  fresh,  s^illeti,  or  dried  states,  it  wii  n^ 
wonder  that  for  a  h)ng  jieriod  skin  c  i)nipiaint.s  should  hav 
been  j)revalent — eKphantia.sis.  or,  as  it  was  locally  cxlc<i 
leprosy,  anion^^si  them,  whic  h  net  essitated  the  setting  aiort  c 
le|>er-houses  in  various  distrirts.  To  return,  however,  t«»  I- 
( rofter  cultivatiin,  land  is  rarely  if  ever  fallowed,  and  \^ 
only  manure  it  uets,  except  when  seaweed  is  prorunN* 
1^  a  ( ompost  made  of  |)eat-earth  mixed  with  the  hcJtbc 
\\hi<h  I<)r;r.s  l:-.e  beddini!  of  the  cattle  in  the  bvrc.  ir* 
larmyard  manure.  The  ( omjHisi  thus  made  up  is  gencfi^ 
spread  over  the  lantl  beu^re  it  i>  <ielved  in  March  or  Apr. 
though,  sometimes,  the  land  is  delved  first,  and  the  coinpo 
sjiread  over  it  beiore   sowing.      Three    kiniis   of  oat^  are  in  U' 

-white,  blatk,  and  a  kind  known  as  ShetLmd  oats,  tho-i^;*!  I' 
while  varietv  is    L:radiiallv  ^iipei^eibi..;    the    others.      When  tl* 
ground  IS  j»rejared,  the  seed  is  hand -^o\vn  from  a  straw  losk* 
tailed  a  rassif  (]rt)noun<  i<l   k\s/u<-),  in   which  it  is  carriol,  ai 
is  then   covered    o\er    by   the  harrow,   dr.igged,  in   some  ri* 
by  men  and  sometimes  by    women.     The   harrow  consi>t$ 
lour  bars  of  wood,  scmx*    4   feet    ;    \r\*.  hes   long,  laced  logdh 
by  4  rossbars  some  2   teet  3  ii;(  Ik  ^.  the  teeth  l)eing  iron  in  KC 
(  i^es,  thou.:h  harrows  with  woo<len  teeth  only  are  still  to 
t«.und.       The    bar*,  est   in   very  tav< lurable  seasons  takes  \i^ 
abtuii  the  end  of   Septem!)er,   tl.ough  in  backward  years  t 
<  ropN  are  often   n*''   off    the  ground  much  l^efore  the  end 
()(tober.     O^mg  to  \\\c  late  ^ea<<»n  at  which  the  hane^t 
got  in,  and  the  liampness  ot  the  ( limatc,  the  grain  gcr.en 
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ijuiKi  to  be  kilu-dried,  after  which  '\\  is  threshed  in  the 
nnliiitry  way,  and  is  next  winnowed  by  being  placed  on  a 
1  large  straw  mat,  and  taken  Up  in  handruls  and  let 

l-tiU  ihc  air  has  driven  olT  the  chad  The  grain  is  now 
'for  [he  cnill,  whit'h  is  nearly  as  primttivc  in  its  construe- 
noil  M  the  hond-tjuem  still  in  use  in  some  places,  the  only 
idnnta^  possessed  by  the  mill  being  thnt  the  motive  power 
'^  upplicd  by  water,  and  not  by  manual  labour.  The  Shetland 
Biill,  properly  speaking,  has  no  water-wheel.  A  stout  cylindrical 
["Kcc  of  wood,  some  4  feet  in  length,  standing  perpendicu- 
liriy,  is  fitted  with  a  number  of  small  boards  so  inclined  as  tu 
receive  the  momentum  communicaled  by  the  water  which  falls 
fioni  above.  This  sets  in  loolion  the  upper  millstone,  by  means 
of  an  iron  sfMndle,  fixed  in  the  upper  end  of  the  cylindrical 
pom,  which,  passing  through  a  hole  in  the  lower  millstone, 
iifmoly  wedged  in  the  upper  one.  The  hand-quem  is  similar 
in  limn  to  those  long  used  by  the  peasantry  in  Scotland. 
Claning  Ihe  ground  is  rarely,  if  ever,  thought  of,  and  weeds, 
HI  amiii;»|ucnce,  are  abundant,  conspicuous  amongst  them 
liuigthe  wild  mustard,  which  on  the  approach  of  wet  weather 
wies  itself  known  to  the  nasal  organ  by  its  intensely 
sdcning  smell. 

(fool  crops  arc,  except  a  few  turnips  grown  fur  the  use  of  the 
'wiily  in  the  ^mnll  g.irdcns,  unknown,  and  the  only  atlenipt  at 
tiyconsists  in  cutting  the  grass  which  grows  around  the  surface 
liriins  which  intersect  (he  land  under  cuhivation,  and  in  some 
«'"  in  the  meadows.  Cabbages  are  kept  during  the  winter 
"lonihs  in  small  walled  inclosiircs  called  piant-a-criihes, 
flience  they  are  transplanted  in  the  spring  to  the  gardens,  in 
'■'^lichthc  oats  are  during  the  winter  slacked.  So  much  f(ir 
'■■ic  jmrtly  agricultural  side  of  the  crofter's  life.  In  addition 
'oiht;  arable  land  and  what  tittle  in  /oww  iiasturage  he  may 
Wd,  each  crofter  has  unlimited  rights  of  grazing  over  the 
■•'^iliukli,  or  hill-jiasiures,  held  in  common  by  several  tenants. 
'"  wme  parts  of  the  islands  the  .scatholds  have  Iwen,  or  are 
■"^■^3,  divided,  ard  unlil  this  is  done  there  can  be  no  hope- 
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either  of  any  material  improvement  in  the  cultivation  o( 
land  itself,  or  in  the  condition  of  the  tenants,  as  **$linti 
the  number  of  stock  held  by  eac  h  is,  from  the  fact  of  scm 
proprietors  being,  as  often  as  not,  interested  in  one  scaih<i 
thing  unknown.  In  Xorthmaven,  one  of  the  wildest  and  i 
primitive  districts  in  the  i^land^  and  where  no  division  oi 
scatholds  has  as  yet  taken  place,  each  crofter  will,  or 
average,  possess  some  seven  ( ow^  of  the  native  breed,  w 
like  the  Aldemeys,  which  they  are  said  to  resemble, 
originally  derived  from  Norwegian  sources.  Small  a^  the) 
old  cows  fattening  uj)  to  2  and  2I  cwt.  and  oxen  up  I 
more  Inrautiful  cattle,  both  in  form  and  glossiness  of  coat 
hardly  be  found.  They  are  kindly  milkers  when  well  fed,  a 
cow  sometime^  producing  eight  (|uarts,  though,  in  their  gc 
half-staned  condition,  three  to  four  quarts  will  Ik*  abov« 
average.  Finer  beef  than  that  of  the  little  l)easts  can,  bo! 
Ilavour  and  tenderness,  hardly  be  got  from  any  breoi 
are  said,  however,  to  be  essentially  a  breed  suited  to  a 
barren  ( (ninlry,  as  when  fed  on  a  very  rich  j>asturagc  « 
south,  they  do  not  improve  to  the  extent  that  mi|;ti 
ex|x?cted,  either  in  meal  or  milking  proj>erties.  BLitk 
white  seem  the  principal  colour,  often  brown  and  mhitc 
whole<()lourcd  beasts  are  very  rarely  met  with.  I'p  tu 
as  sowing  time  is  termed,  the  cattle,  and  stock  generall; 
allowed  to  wander  at  will  all  over  tlie  land,  but  at  that  tin 
dykes  are  built  up,  and  tlie  cattle  either  turned  oulsM 
tethered  inside.  During  winter  they  are,  in  addition  to 
they  can  pick  up  outside,  fed  chiefly  on  straw,  supplem 
bv  what  little  hay  h,is  been  made,  and  an  occasional  i< 
oats.  Calves  are  always  hand  reared,  never  being  allow 
suck  their  mothers,  being  first  given  fresh  milk,  and 
X  time  blauii^  which  may  lie  termed  the  drink  o 
< ouniry,  and  is  made  by  |K»uring  lK)iling  water  into  buttci 
The  butter  made  is,  from  want  of  ordinary  care  arul  < 
liness,  and  from  the  fact  that  for  a  long  i»eriod  most  rents 
paid    in    it,    not    inviting,  and    is   generally  handed   int( 
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■|  "shop"  lobe  retailed  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  sent  soutii  for 
■J  WiovtT  fastidious  purchasers. 

■  Lite  the  cattle,  tlie  sheep,  which  run  wild  over  the  Shetland 
B  *aiiwlds,  are  Scandinai-ian  in  origin,  though  in  all  probability 
B  %  had  been  imported  long  before  the  Viking  horde  had 

■  Coloiitsed  the  islands,  as  the  bones  of  sheep,  identical  in  species 

■  fhh  the  native  breed  still  in  existence,  have  been  found 
anongst  other  animal  remains  in  the  ruined  brochs  that  arc 
spesd  in  such  numbers,  not  only  over  ibe  Orkneys  and  Shct- 
liad,  but  over  the  north  of  Scotland  as  welL  They  are  said  to 
te  identical  with  the  argali,  or  wild  sheep,  still  found  in  Siberia. 
Bnh  males  and  females,  as  a  rule,  have  horns,  though  in  the 
M«  of  the  ewes  the  horns,  which  are  short  and  straight,  are 
soDKiimes  wanting.  The  fleece  is  a  mixture  of  hair  and  wool, 
aid  in  the  case  of  the  lambs  of  the  fine-woolled  variety  a 
fcddish  linge  is  said  to  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  fleece. 
Ttie  breed  has  constantly  been  debased  by  crossing  with  other 
"^Oies,  and  in  a  report  made  to  the  Highland  and  Agricul- 
tall  Society  in  the  year  1790  by  one  John  Tulloch,  the 
Mober  of  "  kindly  wooUed  sheep  "  was  said  not  to  exceed  a 
I*i0U5and  out  of  over  one  hundred  thousand,  then  estimated 
1"  lie  the  total  number  in  the  islands.  What  the  actual  number 
"if  the  native  sheep  at  the  present  day  may  be  would  be  difKcult 
"1  say,  as  in  many  places  large  tracts  are  under  blackfaces, 
(lieiiois,  and  half-breds.  Almost  all  shades  of  black,  grey, 
'^»Ti-cyioiired,  and  speckled  are  to  be  found,  the  most  value<l 
Wing  a  rich  brown,  known  as  niooral  {mo'-raiitir,  yellow  brown). 
About  10  lbs.  a  quarter,  or  less,  will  be  their  weight,  and  the 
""uuon  is  nearly  as  good  as  Welsh,  which  is  saying  sonic tliini,'. 

Almost  as  agile  as  goats,  to  which  in  some  characteristics 
ifity  hear  a  greater  resemblance  than  to  their  more  obese 
5iupid-looking  cousins  of  southern  jnstures,  they  have  in  some 
™iricts  t5  be  carefully  kept  from  the  corn  when  it  is  comin,i; 
^Pi  lot  which  purpose  each  household  takes  its  turn  in  supplying 
^  watchman.  Fond,  like  all  animals,  of  salt,  they  are  occasionally 
"Jhc  sera  at  low  tide  foraging  amongst  tiic  suaweed,  aiul  haw 
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in  Northmaven  been  even  known  to  eat  the  salt  fish  sj 
on  the  beach  to  dry.  In  former  years  the  ern^,  or  wh 
eagle,  was  their  great  enemy,  but  nowadays  ravens 
crows,  and  the  greater  black -backed  gulls  do  mo 
es|)ecially  amongst  the  ewes  heavy  with  young  and  tl 
themselves. 

The  feathered  bij>eds  were,  however,  in  former  yean 
only  enemies  the  flocks  were  in  danger  from,  Shirrcff 
*'  Thieves  are  greater  enemies  lo  sheep  st(x:k  in  thes- 
ihan  either  defect  of  food,  or  inclemency  of  wcat 
|x:rsons  have  been  detected  in  the  island  of  Yell,  who  < 
that  they  had  generally  stolen  two  .sheep  evcr>'  week 
years.  It  is  difficult,  however,  in  these  islands  t 
thieves,  on  account  of  a  jirevailing  prejudice,  that  th 
who  discovers  a  thief  will  not  thrive.  This  prejudic 
ductive  of  the  worst  effects,  as  ii  enables  knaves  to  liv 
and  probably  better  than  the  industrious.  He  who  hs 
best  dog,  is  by  some  |>eople  alleged  to  l)e  the  greate 
owner  in  one  part  of  Shetland." 

St^me  years  Kick  an  Icelandic  fox,  which  had  l)eer 
home  in  a  fishing  smack,  got  loose  in  Lunnasting.  an 
time  that  Icelandic  reynard  had  of  it,  till,  having  grown 
from  too  good  living,  he  was  hunted  down.-  Hach  crofi 
own  i»;irtitular  ear-mark,  which,  when  the  ('ountr\'  Act 
force,  luid  to  be  regi.Ntered  u  ith  the  Kiilie  of  the  jxarish. 
the  end  of  May,  or  later,  according  to  the  season,  tl 
owners  collect  together,   and,  with  aid  of  dogs,  taa^ 
the  sheep  into  the  crus^  or  rough  stone  sheepfolds 
here. and    there    throughout   the   sratholds.       Each  i 
selects  his  own   sheej*,    and,    instead  of  shearing  th 
the  south,   i»ro<'eeds  to  roo,    or  pluck,   them.      A  f 
tied   to   a  hind-leg,   and,    commencing   at    the    shou 
wool  is  pulled  off  till  one  side  of  the  animal  is  finisli 
the  same  prcKcss  is  gone  through  (m  the  other,  and 
made  up  into  a  hard  ball      The  finest  wool  is  obtai 

»  Shirt' ft'*  ShdUnJ,  p.  64.  »  Duon*f  f-uIJ  Jtmd  Fa 
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J  tbc  QKJt  and  shoulders,  and  an  average  l^eece  will  weigh  about 
I  tio  pounds. 

Tie  process  of  rooing  is  said  not  to  be  so  cruel  as  it  would 

I,  [he  wool,  when  the    sheep  is    ripe  for  tlie  operation, 

MBu'ng  away  very  easily.      Few  more  picturesque  scenes  can 

,  tt  imagined  than  tJie  kaai»g  llie  sheep  in  ihe  granitic-boulder- 

f  «wni  scaiholds  of  Norlhmaven,  either  for  the  annual  rooing 

wlatetin  the  season  for  the  iamb  marking. 

The  number  of  sheep  kept,  or  rather  owned,  by  each  crofter 
wHb  Very  much,  some  having  few,  if  any,  and  others  large 
mjmhen.  Thus  in  Delting  some  years  ago  one  crofter  is  said 
10  have  roocd  over  two  tons  yearly,  which  he  disposed  of 
Id  "the  merchant"  of  the  district. 

A  ShctUndcr  does  not  take  kindly  to  shepherding,  and  on 
^ht  big  sheep-farms  the  shepherds  have  to  be  imported,  like 
rhe  cheviots  and  blackfaces,  which  generally  compose  the 
■lock.  Blindness  is  not  uncommon  amonyst  the  sheep,  and  is 
aid  to  have  bctn  imported  with  a  ram  from  Montrose  about  the 
yar  1770;  and,  a  few  years  later,  scab,  likewise  introduced 
trom  Six)Uand,  nearly  exterminated  all  the  flocks  south  of 
Ma\is  Grind,  The  Shetland  sheep-dog,  like  the  sheep,  is  of  a 
•mall,  diminutive  breed,  and  appears  to  be  far  inferior  in  intcl- 
Vw  to  Ihe  collie  of  the  Mainland,  and  on  the  big  A-i<^^-\i- 
urais  the  shepherds  bring  their  own  dogs  with  thuin  frum  llie 

■'Will. 

Likt  ilie  cattle  and  sheep,  the  "  horses,"  as  ihc  .Slieilnnders, 
•^"tnnhni  ma);nilor[iientIy,  lerm  their  ponies,  are  Scandinavian 
■1  origin,  and  are  believed  to  have  become  dwarfed  from 
"Juries  of  neglect  and  starvation.  Living;  out  on  the  liills  all 
'"'•:  )tar  round,  in  ihi.  winter  time  tliey  must  be  on  the  verge  of 
•Qnntjon,  and,  were  it  not  that  nattire  jirovides  them  with 
roais  of  c,\tra  thickness,  they  could  h.irdly  live  ihrouyh  the 
■"inter  months.  As  it  is,  a  considerable  number  are  said  to 
liTi-li  ye:irly  from  CNiJo^ure  and  want  of  Ibod.  Averajfin.i; 
-ifjuiicn  hands  in  height,  the  ponies  show,  like  the  sheep,  a 
vlm  variety  in  colours — black,  dark-bay,  and  iron-grey  being 
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considered  the  Inrst.  Owin^  to  their  lieing  entirely  gra 
their  round,  distended  beUies,  to  a  certain  extent,  dctrac 
their  olhenaise  thorou^hl)red  a|)|)eanince,  in  m'hich  ih 
Mirftass  their  Icelandic,  Fiiroese,  and  Norwegian  cuu^'i 
whom  they  are  inferior  in  size.  Wonderfully  docile  an 
from  vice,  the  only  hreakin;j-in  they  i^et  is  l)einj:  empio 
bring  home  the  fKrats  from  the  hills.  I^rge  numU 
shipi>ed  south  every  year,  the  greater  bulk  for  under] 
work  in  the  collieries,  for  whi<  h  jiuqKJM:  entire  |K>nie>  a 
ferred.  One  result  of  the  demand  for  entire  jionie* 
mares  can  generally  be  purchased  for  aUmt  half  the  prv 
would  liave  to  be  given  for  stallion^  As  has  Inren  shi 
have  been  the  case  in  the  Orkneys,  any  one  found  rid: 
neighl)our*s  horse  was  liable  to  a  fine  ]»riHK»rtionale  in  i 
to  the  distance  at  which  he  was  caught  from  the  owner's  j 
and  cutting  the  mane  or  tail  of  another  man's  horse  re 
the  offender  liable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  a  fine  of  /Tio 
and  if  caught  ;iL:ain  to  be  treated  as  a  thief.  'Ilie  ho 
was  stolen  fur  making  fishing  line^.  and  the  rancflmi 
to  see  that  every  householder  could  account  for  al 
and  tomes,  i.e.  sm Hidings,  «)f  horsehair  found  in  his 
sion.  (f landers  has  ne\er  Inren  known,  but,  at  the  , 
election  in  1S74,  mange  was  brought  into  the  iNhnd^ 
horse  frcmi  the  south,  and  large  numbers  of  jKmie 
destroyed  by   it. 

Shetland  swine  are  not  by  any  means  showyard  pig^ 
short  in  the b;i<k,  long  in  the  legs, and  co\ered  mi>re or K 
Icjng  bristly  hair,  from  which  in  ancient  days  the  rujH 
by  the  fowlers  on  the  "banks'*  were  made.  Owing  t 
running  more  or  less  wiM  over  the  country-,  the  injur 
by  them  in  the  cultivate*  1  groumis  was  in  former  ye: 
i:reat,  esiKrciallv  in  sandv  districts  like  I )unrossne^s. 

(lee^e  are   ke]>t   in   consitlerable  numlnrrs,  and  duri 
summer   an<l  autumn    months  are  driven  on   to  the 
keep  tliem  <  lear  of  the  cultivate*!  groumis,  out  of  whicl 
tl'.c  crops  are  ct»ming  up.  they  are  kejK  with  Siime  di 
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)d  many  young  birds  are  exported  every  autiimn  to  the 
!yj,  to  be  fed  up  there  on  the  stubbles,  for  the  Christmas 
■-taWes  of  pock-pudding  Southrons. 

ly  crofter,  or  rather  his  wife,  keeps  poultry,  and  the 
!y  of  eggs  sent  south  every  year  is  very  little,  if  at  atl, 
if  that  txported  ■Vom  the  Orkneys. 
ing  endeavoured  to  bring  before  the  reader  some  idea  of 
of  the  croflcr  as  a  tiller  of  the  ground  and  stock  raiser, 
low  try  lo  show  how  he  is  housed  and  fed. 
brmer  years  ihe  crofter's  cottage  was  a  miserable,  day- 
,  windowlcxs,  chimneyless  cabin,  to  reach  which  you  had 
through  the  byre,  which  in  winter  time  was  used  as  the 
ctoaea,  and  was  separated  from  the  human  habitation 
'  the  box-beds  in  which  the  higher  animals  took  their  rest. 
\  some  of  these  miserable  hovels — rather  than  habit^- 
r  human  beings — are  said  still  to  exist,  a  great  improvc- 
las  of  late  years  taken  place  in  this  respect.  'I'he  byre 
ralt'd  from  the  cotlngc,  which,  as  a  rule,  <orisists  of 
and  a  /v/,  abnve  nhidi  are  a  couple  of  rntic  cock- 
The  bL-n  is  gL'ucrally  floorijd,  and  possesses  fircplarc 
iaint-y  ;  the  hut,  however,  has  nothing  but  lliu  bare  earth. 
;  fireplace  is  in  the  centre  of  the  apartment,  from  which 
It  smoke  has  to  find  its  way  out  as  liesi  it  r.nn,  A  fow 
lairs  and  stools,  a  "resting  chair"  in  ihe  but,  soniL'thiiig 
noockn  sofa,  with  a  back  lo  it  of  open  bars,  and  in  the 
arm-chair  for  the  "gudeman,"  comiirise  the  furnituri', 
the  inevitable  bov-beds  make  up   the   sleeping  :iecum- 

.L-rcd  at  Martinm.is  :.iid  sailed  down  for  the  winter 
i!]jti(m  is  called,  is  rarely  if  ever  killed  ;  mutton,  either 
'I  in  their  bouses  or  dried  in  skios,  ns  small  huts  built 
,^li  stones  wiihoiit  mortar,  and  through  whi.h  in  roii  ■ 
itc  all  the  winds  <.f  heaven  blow  freely,  are  railed  ;  and 
■'.ireil  from  the  native  pork,  and  anything  but  a  "ilainty 
'  ^c^  before  a  king,"  are  the  only  flesh  meal  they  ever  get. 
"'1  much  of  that.      Mutton  dried  in  the  skios  is  termed 
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vivda.  Fish,  however,  is  the  slapie  article  of  diet^  cither 
the  fresh  or  cured  state.  The  coal  fish  {merlaftpts  carhcnargM^ 
is  the  (liief  mainstay,  either  in  the  ♦hillock.  j>iii<ick,  or  <ar:i 
*«tage.  The  silhxks  and  pih(Kks,  when  n«K  eaten  fre*h,  rt 
like  the  cods'  heads,  whit  h,  when  the  co<l  is  <nired  l<>f  the 
niarket,  are  cut  otT  and  kej)*  l>y  the  fishermen  tlu-ir.**'U<l 
dried  on  hoards,  or  in  the  skios.  The  saith,  haddock,  lalibct. 
;ind  skate,  of  which  the  two  latter  are  never  cured  iVif  the 
market,  are  salted  down.  In  ad< lition.  hoth  meal  an<l  fr»h  arc 
sometimes  exposed  till  they  become  nearly  putrid,  m  whici 
slate  tliey  are  said  to  he  A';:*'/;,  and  are  < onsjderetl  a  ,jal 
delicacy.  The  Norlhinaven  people  are  known  a-*  Li'M 
Mtt^^^ieSy  tVom  iht  ir  s|k.(  ial  tit-hit,  which  consists  if  tN 
stomach  of  a  cod  stufTed  with  fish  hvers  an<l  Iwlcd.  **' 1< 
the  natives  of  Deltin^  rejoi<  e  in  the  name  of  Sfaris^  W-f: 
their  parti*  ular  weakness  a  sort  of  sausage  made  or'  lea 
and  fat  nu  at,  clioped  up  and  dried  with  s;iil  in  a  shrt?* 
intestine. 

In  the  p.iipplilei  «>n  **  1  he  (ireat  White  Herring  F^hcn, 
published  in  the  middle  of  last  century,  ancl  Iteftcc  « 
t'erreil  to,  a  curious  practice  is  mentioned  that  juts  i.!k  a 
mind  of  Ahy>sinia!i  llrucx's  |K.ripateti«  rump  steak  stcn. « 
lon_:  Used  as  an  wrL:'inKnt  to  discredit  that  ^Teat  ira^cllcf' 
narritive. 

**  i'iiev  Meed  tlu:r  cow>  lu  ri*  c^nce  or  twice  a  vear.  an»i  thf 
take  the  l>loo<l  and  ho'l  it,  th:«  kt  nin^  it  with  a  little  ( UTinfil 
then  they  iM)ur  it  into  Ve-seU  and  eat  it.  with  a  little  MiD 
This  was  I'odd  I  d:d  not  admire,  thou^'h  Curiosity  inducec' ■ 
I')  taste  it." 

The  Country  A<  t.  v.l.iili  t»)r!>ade  p.  rsnns  to  *'hhmd.  hurt,' 
miitilate  tlieir  nt 'L'l.l'our^*  r»oli.  sheej».  or  horses"  |«viuK 
relerred  to  this  pr.K  \\k  e. 

( ).ilnu  .d  is.  «.t  •cir^e.  lari^ely  u^ed,  hut  n<'i  so  r.wh  • 
lorm-v-rly.  m  f'e  s:;.:pe  <»!  porricl^e  the  mo>:  whole^nmc  K** 
;'i  vvh;«h  It  <.;n  he  taken.  1  «Mt  l>roa<l  anil  hiscuit  are  n^-wj'-li 
.  >'!v^u;:iid  !o  a  mac  ii   ^Teattr  extent    th.an  would  l»e  iiiUjT-^^ 
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vdBxntin  hrMnW^  take  tlie  place  of  crumpets  and  tea-cakes 
ID  J  fockiiey  liouseliold,  and  are  made  as  follows ; — Bcre  or  oats 
JRdrie<iorro;t.sted  in  a  lrii>od  jtoI  over  a  tire,  then  ground, 
aftcd,  mined  with  water  and  fal  or  bulter,  and  bnkcd  into 
ala.  Tea,  one  of  the  curses  of  Shetland,  as  it  might  almost 
S:  tamed,  is  taken  four  times  a  day,  and  is  boiled  by  the  pot 
being  pot  on  the  (ire.  A  great  deal,  if  not  all,  of  the  dys- 
pepna  and  derangement  of  ihc  digestive  organs,  so  common 
ill  the  islands,  may  be  traced  to  the  constant  use  of  the  cup 
llttt,  SI  its  admirers  and  fanatical  devotees  tell  yon,  cheere  but 
dott  not  inebriate.  Even  when  Scott  was  in  the  islands  nearly 
tmnty  yean  ago  he  was  told  that  "  l^a  was  used  by  all  ranks 
lad  ponwigc  quite  exploded."  ^ 

A  (e«  hundred  tons  of  kelp  arc  slill  made  every  year,  prin- 
ripally,  if  not  entirely,  on  the  shores  of  Urst,  Veil,  and  such 
fan?  of  the  Mainland  as  abut  on  Yell  Sound.  The  kel|)  shores 
in  Shetland,  however,  are  not,  as  in  ihc  Orkneys,  worked  by 
ihe  proprietors  ihemseUcs,  iiut  are  let  on  royallies  to  Ihe  fish- 
ciirtrs  of  the  districts,  who  employ  ibe  women  lo  collect  and 
tiam  the  seaweed.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
ttnrnr}-,  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  a  rerlain  amount  of 
5ta*  [ijailing  was  carried  on  in  the  islands,  l)ut  never  10  any- 
ihing  like  the  same  extent  to  what  it  was  in  the  Orkneys. 
Husitrj',  slriclly  so  called,  has  been  for  centuries  a  specialiiy 
of  the  Shetland  women,  and  how  great  a  trade  it  had  become 
il  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  may  be  judged 
iV'jm  ihc  fact  that  Edmondslon  speaks  of  J^\  7,000  ■'  worth  of 
''fi'.kinLjs  having  been  e\porled  in  a  single  year,  ranging  in 
wice  from  30J.  to  ^d.  a  pair,*  When  llie  Country  .-Uts  were 
in  iotce  all  coarse  stockings  fi)r  s.ile  had  to  lie  '"made  of 
'li'aUi:  yarn    sufficiently  walked."     In    addition  to    sloekin-s 

'  '.■(.r.iparc  Dr.  Mitchell,  in  Th.-  J'.„t  h,  llu'  r,,-j,„!.  ]..  .\(:  m,  iheori-iii 
'■'■"fir:.-!,  or,  a;  it  is  calltd  in  llic  Hdirjtli-,  f;rMl,i.n:.  mvX  / //.ij  F.!:ay 
"•H-mlFi^.  -  ,v.-,.'//'j  /,/,•;,  v.il.  11;.  1  .  L4'>. 

■  WsiMrUonV  ^..",im/ /f/UffA  v,il.  i.  p.  -J.1. 

'  It'iIt«,,io\.  ii.  p.  I. 
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f^lovcs  began  to  be  knitted  somewhat  early  in  the  pre 
century,  but  it  was  not  till  about  18^0  that  the  fine  Sheti 
shawls,  now  so  well  known,  were  sent  into  the  market. !(: 
followed  a  few  years  afterwards  by  veils  and  neckties,  «i 
latter  articles  are  now  knitteil  in  silk  as  well  as  worsted. 
finest  Shetland  wool,  which  is  ver)*  scarce,  and  cvcr>-  yiai 
coming  scarcer,  is  reserved  for  the  very  finest  shawls  and  \ 
Each  district  has  its  own  si)ecialilv  in  the  hosiery  line,  1 
Norihmaven  produces  soft  underclothing  ;  Nesting,  stockii 
Walls  and  S;indsting,  scM'ks  and  haps^  as  the  small  iir« 
shawls  thrown  round  their  shoulders  by  the  women  are  tcrr 
Whiteness  and  Weisdale,  fancy  coloured  gloves ;  Ijcn 
shawls  and  veils  ^:<*- 

Shetland  tweed,  01 .  claith  as  it  is  termed,  is  still  m 
factured  by  **  websters  **  residing  in  Northmaven.  iH-ltinj:. 
Lunnasting,  for  export,  as  well  as  home  wear,  and  a  lx:aut:i 
warm  though  light  substance  it  is.  Till  quite  recent  > 
almost  everv  artit  le  of  <lothini;  worn  by  a  crofter's  hotiMr! 
was  of  home  manufac  ture ;  and  in  addition  to  the  daith,  aspc 
of  tlannel  was  made,  which  ser\ed  lM>th  for  undergarments 
for  ilresses  for  the  woinenkind.  Nownd.iys  a  grxKl  <ie.il  of 
money  made  by  the  sale  of  hosiery  is  said  to  go  in  finer)'. 
<  lieaj)  j)rints  and  caliioes  have  taken  the  ]»la<'e  <if  the  « 
woollen  dreN>e>,  the  bright  colours  of  which  are  said  tu  1 
rendered  them  wcmderlully  j»ictures(iue.  In  the  place  o:*h 
rh'lins,  as  a  kin<l  of  sandals  made  from  untanned  cowl 
are  called,  are  still  worn,  though  in  frost,  or  when  dry  nxv 
on  the  ground,  smocks^  or  smunks^  a  kind  of  slip|ier  o 
of  cloth,  and  <toss  sewn  on  the  soles  to  f»revenl  slipping.  1 
the  place  <tf  the  ri\lins.  Sheep>kin  coats  untanned  1 
formerly  worn  by  the  men  at  the  fi>hing,  but,  at  the  pw 
ilay.  are  succeeded  by  water] »rtmfs  made  of  {tainted  cotton 
pre]iare<l  with  lioilcil  oil.  One  i^'culiarity  a  visitor  from  k 
is  alwavs  strut  k  with,  both  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  B 
way  the  men  wrap  uj)  their  throats  with  woollen  comfiXt 
.ilthi)Ugh  no  other  extra  clothing  may  be  worn. 
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Gaerai  Characteristics  of  the  Shetlanders,   Folklore,  &>r. 


"  Arthar  Knight, 

Wi' her  ain  hair. 

He  rade  a'  nighl. 

An'  made  da  m.-irc 

Wi'  open  i*ird 

Ta  swear: 

An'  caiulk  light. 

'Ax  =h<:  iliould  never 

He  sought  da  mare  ; 

Bide  a'  night, 

He  fan'  da  mare  ; 

Whar  ever  she  heani 

He  bund  da  maie  ; 

0'  Anhur  Knight." 

nightmare,  from  Karl  Blind 

covery  of  Odinic  Songs  in 

Shetland,"  Nineteenth  Centui 

iSSi. 


A  nsER  race,  from  a  physical  point  of  view,  to  all  outward 
^P;«arances,  than  the  Shetlanders  would  be  hard  to  find.  One 
'Jn  almost  fancy,  when  standing  at  one  of  the  haaf  stations, 
""ongst  the  tall,  fair-haired,  blue-eyed  fishermen,  that  the 
'■'K's  which  nianned  the  long  ships  of  the  Viking  fleets,  have 
""mIiow  come  to  life  again,  so  little  has  the  old  Norse  type 
"*"  altered,  as  far    as  the  peasantry  are  concerned,  by  the 
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influx  of  Scottish  settlers,  who  from  time  to  time  have  ta 
ihcir  abode  in  the  islands. 

Good  looking,  handsome  even  at  times,  as  are  the  me 
you  occasionally  sec  amongst  the  women  faces  of  th 
beautifully  refined  cast,  such  as  are  to  be  found  rarely, 
elsewhere,  amongst  people   of  the  same  rank  of  life, 
ilritish  Isles. 

Hospitable,  soft-spoken,  and  outwardly  courteous,  \ 
at  first  charmed   with  them,   and  it  is  not,  till  after 
you  find,  that  there  is  another  side  to  the  picture, 
ferent  from  what  your  first  impressions  have  led  you  to 
With  a  potentiality  of  brain-power  as  good,  if  not  b< 
some  things,  as  that  of  the  hard-headed  peasantry  of  t 
coast  of  Scotland,  you  too  often  find  a  reserve,  not  to 
stronger,  far  exceeding*  any  Scotch  canniness.     How 
old  Norse  blood,  of  which  Brand  quotes,'  that  it  was  **  s 
Fair  but  really  False  and  superlatively  Proud/'  is  to 
would  ho.  hard  to  say,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  cent 
oppression,  combined  with  a  system  of  social  economt 
lated  of  itself  to  produce  duplicity  and  hypocrisy,  with 
other  aiding  causes,  are  mainly  accountable.' 

In  a  court  ***  held  at  Hurra  Voe  on  the  1 7th  of  Novemlic 
]K*titions   were  presented  to  Thomas  Clifford  of  Bust 
deiHity  steward  of  the  islands,  which  set  forth  the  tins 
IKTople  as  follows:  **  That  amongst  many  the  gross  s 
immoralities  which  abound  in  Zetland,  that  of  servants 
fulness,  negligence,  and  disolnrdience  to  their  masters, 
the  least  common  ;  together  with    Sabbath-breaking,  • 
swearing,  ignorance,  iircligion,  stealing,  lying,  adultety, 
tion,  malice,  envy,  covetousness,  drunkenness,  disobcdi 
parents,  and  that  al)ominal>le  fewds  betwixt  husband  ai 
turning  even  to  sinful  seiKTation  with  some,  &c" 

OifTord.  having  carefully  considered  the  petitions,  cam 

'   Brantl's  Orkney  and  Z,ttlamJ^  p.  67. 

-  .Scr  K«ln>(i(Mltfun*ft  /.rtland  hfamJs,  v«>l.  it.  p.  57. 

*  Gtflfurd^  ZriJanJ,  p.  84. 
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'"idusion,  that  the  elders,  rancelmen,'  and  masters  of  families 
"Wenot  doing  their  duly,  and  that  the  remedy  lay  in  a  strict 
ffl&fcemenl  of  the  0!d  Country  Acts,  and  of  the  espionage 
?5lem  of  the  rancelmen. 

He  also  founded  socieiies  "  for  regulation  of  servants  and  re- 
innation  of  manners,"  and  a  copy  of  the  commission  and  in- 
Tictions  issued  to  each  such  society  is  given  in  Appendix  1. 
A  finer  piece  of  grandmotherly  legislation  would  be  hard  to 
X  or  one  more  calculated  to  set  families  by  the  ears  and  lo 
iduce  a  plentiful  crop  of  canting  h)T)ocrites. 
According  to  Hibbert,^  when  these  societies  became  defunct, 

Kirk  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  from  what  Edmondston  " 
s,  only  made  matters  worse.  At  the  present  day  the 
Mlily  of  the  islands  is  alleged  to  be  up  to  the  standard  of 
:  most  moral  parts  of  Scotland,  nllhough  a  ciislom,  similar  Iq 
it  is  known  as  "  bundling  "  in  Wales,  has  long  been  preva- 
t.  Those  who  want  further  information  as  to  this,  and  as  to 
-'  effect  on  the  general  morale  of  the  islands,  of  the  relations 
iween  the  fishermen  and  the  carers,  will  find  them  discussed 
7  fully  in  the  evidence  given  by  the  late  Dr.  Robert  Cowie 
Lerwick,  himself  a  Shetiander,  before  the  Truck  Commission 

At  the  present  day,  in  addition  to  those  who  are  members 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  its  latest  offshoot  the  Free 
lurch,  large  numbers  belong  to  the  Congregational  and 
tsleyan  bodies,  and  some  few  lo  the  United  Presbyterians 
d  the  Baptists,  and  so  far  from  the  Shetlanders  being  a 
bbath-breaking,  irreligious  race,  it  might  be  said  of  them  as 
inch's  shepherd  said  of  himself,  thai  they  are  "aivfu'  fond  o' 
e  pieachin'."  So  marked  in  fact  is  the  religious  element, 
at  the  writer  was  told,  when  in  Fair  Isle,  that  works  on 
ivinity  and  religious  subjects  were  in  much  greater  demand 
■an  works  on  history,  travel,  or  lighter  literature,  and  the 
^"fle  remark  would  probably  apply  to  the  whole  group. 

'  SwBu!/,  p,  94.  =  WAih^rff,  Shelland  Jsla,  p,  535, 

'  iidmondston's  Zetland  Islandi,  vol.  ii.  p.  63. 

M    2 
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Utterly  "  Priestgone "  as  Els[>eth  Reoch's  "fiuric  nu 
would  consider  the  stale  of  Shetland  to  be,  hardly  a  somi 
{Kisses  without  Revivalist  ajK>>>lles  of  the  Gospel,  of  i 
Charles  Kingsley  called  **  other  worldliness,"  visiting 
islands.  History  has  a  knack  of  rei)eating  herselC  and 
very  questionable,  how  far  these  **  starring "  missionaries 
^ood  amongst  a  race  with  the  sj)ecial  characteristics  of 
Shetlanders. 

Edmondston,  himself  a  medical  man,  spoke  of  hypoc 
driasis,*  traceable  chiefly  to  dys|)epsia,  as  of  fre<|uent  occun 
amongst  all  classes,  and,  referring  to  the  Ctntvulsi^m  fit 
they  were  commonly  termed,  so  prevalent  at  the  end  of  the 
century,  said :  **  Epilepsy  -  was  at  one  time  very  conuno 
Zetland  among  the  women  ;  and  it  api)eared  to  be  cob 
nicated  from  one  |>erson  to  another,  on  some  occasioos, 
by  symjxathy.  Numl»crs  were  seized  with  fits,  almoit  at 
same  time,  in  the  church  during  divine  service,  espedal 
the  weather  was  warm,  the  minister  a  pathetic  preachc 
the  patient  desirous  of  l)eing  thought  possessed  of  a  more 
ordinar>'  share  of  feeling.  The  individuals  thus  affected  < 
aloud,  beat  themselves  against  the  seals  of  the  church,  N 
great  annoyance  of  the  more  sedate  i)art  of  the  congregatkxL 
very  rough-and-ready  mode  of  cure  was  found  most  efficac 
thus  descrilK*d  :  ^  *'  The  cure  is  attributed  to  a  rough  fclk 
a  kirk  oflicer,  who  tossed  a  woman  in  that  state,  with  whoi 
was  often  plagued,  into  a  ditch  full  of  water.  She  was  i 
known  to  have  it  afterwards  ;  and  others  dreaded  the 
treatment."  Even  when  Hibl)ert  was  m  the  islands  in  iSi 
saw,  on  leaving  the  kirk  at  Balliasta  in  Unst,  several  fenu 
**  writhing  and  tossing  about  their  arms  on  the  green  gnttt* 
durst  not,  from  fear  of  a  censure  from  the  pulpit*  d 
themselves  after  this  fashion  within  the  sacred  waUs  d 

'    rtimoTul'-tnn*N  /.t'tlattd  /^.\inJs^  voL  ii.  pp.  93,  95 

*  /hiJnrt,  vol.  li,  pp.  93,  95. 

*  /-irsf  S/afistiiiJi  Acuwnf,  v.>l.  xiu  p.  363. 

*  Hibt)crt's  HhfiianJ  /j'rs,  p.  401. 
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''irL"  Most  of  the  writers  on  Shetland  of  the  last  centurj- 
retcr  to  the  excessive  drinking  that  went  on,  owing  no  doubt 
II  t  great  measure  to  the  smuggling  that  was  so  long  pre* 
itow.  Low,  who  was  charmed  with  the  people,  and  spoke 
1  the  highest  terms  of  the  hospitality  he  had  received  from  all 
l»ara,  dcscril>cd  the  fishermen  '  "  as  abstemious  when  at  sea, 
lit  Uty  when  they  have  an  opportunity  of  being  so  ;  "  and  he 
so  laid,  "  Some  are  a  good  deal  addicted  to  dram-drinking ;  as 
lUil  be  the  case  in  fishing  countries.  The  common  drink  at 
We  (instead  of  small  beer)  is  grog,  a  liquor  composed  of 
M^and  water,  made  to  the  taste  of  the  drinker,  but  very 
HSttble  10  a  stranger."  At  the  present  day  there  does 
ntcm  to  be  much  drinking  in  the  country  places,  though 
heitier  this  is  owini;  to  an  improvcmt-nt  in  the  habits  of  the 
-'ople,  or  to  the  greater  difficulty  exi>erienced  in  getting  "  the 
aierials,"  is  another  question.  Probably  to  a  general  improve- 
lent,  as  one  reason  assigned  for  the  success  of  the  Orcadians 
id  Shetlanders,  in  the  mercantile  marine  is  said  to  be  theii 
™peralc,  if  not  teetotal,  habits.  At  the  end  of  ihe  seventeenth 
;ntury,  yoimg  and  old,  men  and  women,  were  much  given  t( 
the  Snuffing  and  Smoaking  of  Tobacco,"  ^  and  even  as  late  a- 
fly  years  ago  hand-mills,  miniature  querns  in  fact,  were  in  con- 
lant  use  for  grinding  down  the  tobacco.'  Shetland  in  forme- 
eats  was  celebrated  for  the  superstitions  and  beliefs  of  it-: 
ihabitams.  Many  of  these  beliefs  were  identical  with  those 
ihich  have  already  been  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  folk- 
ofe  of  the  Orkneys.  Owing,  however,  to  the  Shetlanders  beiny 
■lill  fishermen  rather  than  farmers,  many  beliefs  and  custom-. 
hnv«  survived  amongst  them,  which,  if  they  ever  existed  in  the 
Orl^neys,  have  now  become  obsolete  there. 

t-vtn  at  the  present  day  Shetland  would  he  a  perfect  mine 
'ti  the  collector  of  folklore,  if  it  could  be  only  worked  j  but 
-  sildition  to  the  shame-facedncss  of  a  transition  jieriod,  there 
■■'fli^  to  !«  also  a  floating  idea  that  spells,  charms,  and  cuslonii 
'  I-om'sTpb',  p.  194.  =  SiMkiM's  Z'?Ain-/,  p.  15. 
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once  exposed  to  the  vulgar,  incredulous,  outside  public  woe- 
lose  their  efficacy.  One  old  dame,  to  whom  a  friend  of  Kj 
Blind  was  putting  some  (juestions,  answered  "Giidc  truth*  C 
I  wid  tell  you  onything,  ye  wid  shiine  hae  it  in  print,  an*  i 
gude  o*  it  ta  me  wid  be  diine."^ 

To  take  the  beliefs  in  connection  with  the  fisheries  atxi  yt 
faring  matters  first,  and  many  of  which  are  identical  with  tho 
noticed  by  Gregor  on  the  Banffshire  coast.  Fishermen  fioe 
told,  from  the  knots  in  the  bottom  lx)ards  of  a  boat,  whcth 
she  would  be  lucky  at  the  fishing  or  not ;  be  u|)set  under  n 
or  be  cast  away  ;  and  Edmondston  ^  stated  that  he  had  knoi 
boats  to  be  rejected  and  torn  up  in  consequence  of  sodi 
prophecy.  When  on  their  way  to  their  boats  fishermen  •« 
ciareful  to  avoid  meeting  any  one  who  was  supposed  to  I 
unlucky,  and  especially,  a  minister.  If  a  man  trod  on  ti 
tongs  (clii'in\  or  was  asked  where  he  was  going  to,  it  • 
considered  useless  for  him  to  go  to  the  fishing  that  day.  On 
afloat  they  were  careful  not  to  turn  the  l)oat  unihershimsf  tk 
is,  against  the  course  oi  the  sun.  When  setting  their  In 
they  avoided,  an<l  do  still,  mentioning  certain  objects,  ace 
by  certain  special  words  or  phrases.  Thus  a  knife  is  caA 
skunu^  or  iuilU ;  a  church,  bUanhoos^  or  bane  hoes  ;  a  ministi 
upstanda^  hoydten^  or  prestin^olva  ;  the  devil,  da  Auld  Chm 
dit  Sitrro7i\  da  ill- heal t  (health),  or  da  black  tiff ;  a  cat,  iw 
jittin\^,  vtnf^la^  ox  fiwdin.^  Mr.  Arthur  I^urenson,*  is  of  opiak 
that  the  objection  to  the  minister  or  church  being  mcniioB 
arose  from  some  lingering,  half-pagan  notion,  that  the  set-^ 
would  be  jealous  of  any  reference  to  the  new  fauth.  If  wh 
hauling  the  lines  a  stone  should  be  brought  up  on  a  book« 
is  cxu'efully  taken  ashore,  as  it  would  l>e  unlucky  to  thro*' 
back  into  the  sen. 

Saturday  is   looked   u|K)n  a^  a  liirky  day  for  the  snuck<> 

'  lUiiifl'ii  Sh^liinJtc  ll'atrr  lale  . 

'  Ktl.i.«)mlNlon's  Zetland  Iilar.Jj,  \oI.  ii.  p.  73.  *  !S«c  «*f/.  p> 

*  Sec  Grej;or's  Foik  I.ore^  p.  icx). 

■'*  /Vv,.  Sii?t,  Au!,  vol.  X.  |>.  711  t'  /!•/. 
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aJ  Cor  ihe  Faroe  fishing,  though  an  irreligious  Englishman 
lOtghi  fancy  that  the  crews  chose  that  day,  to  escape  kirk  on 
tk  following  one.  It  was  long  considered  unlucky  to  rescue 
IJcoplefrom  drowning.  Scott,'  mentions  that  when  the  crew  of 
i  wrecked  vessel  were  warping  themselves  ashore  in  Unsl  by 
)  iiawser,  a  native  cut  the  rope,  lest  they  should  consimie 
ihorwiolet  stock  of  provisions.  Mr.  L^urenson  gives  three 
inshnces  as  having  occurred  within  forty  years  before  he 
•tow-  In  the  first  instance  a  fisherman  not  only  refused  to 
iiiempi  to  save  a  drowning  man,  but  even  took  the  oars 
wn  of  his  own  boat  to  prevent  others  doing  so.  In  the 
Xduid,  three  men  looked  calmly  on  at  a  neighbour  drowii- 
Oj,  Mid  then  walked  home.  In  the  third,  a  man  pulled 
jut  a  floating  woman,  and  took  no  heed  of  her.  Mr. 
[jurenson's  theory  is  that  there  is  an  idea  that  the  sea  nuisi 
haw  its  victims,  and,  if  defrauded,  will  avenge  itself  on  the 
person  who  intervenes.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  here,  that  sonii.- 
lery  gallant  rescues  have  been  made  of  shipwrecked  crens, 
especially  of  late  years,  by  ihe  Fair  Islanders.  The  Foula  men 
iw.  only  last  December,  look  off  four  of  the  crew  of  a  German 
lurque,  the  Henrietta,  which  had  struck  on  the  Hav  de  Crind 
Iter,  though  a  fearful  sea  was  running.  That  when  a  boat  wa- 
foUowcd  by  a  grampus,  the  crew  were  in  the  habit  of  throwing: 
wme  small  coin  to  stop  the  animal's  importunities,  has  already 
been  mentioned.  Mr.  George  Sinclair,  a  corresiiondent  01 
Kirl  IStind,  informed  him  that  '■'  "  sea  monsiers  are  for  the  most 
\ii\\  called  Finns  in  Shetland.  They  have  the  power  to  lake 
ill  shape  of  any  marine  animal,  as  also  of  htmian  beings. 
Ihty  were  wont  to  pursue  boats  at  sea,  and  it  was  dangerous  in 
^^'^iiXK'mt  to  iay  anything  against  them.  I  have  heard  that 
'ihrr  money  7cas  thrown  overboard  to  than  to  prevent  their 
'I'jin^  any  damage  to  the  boat.  In  the  seal-form  they  came 
>5hore  every  ninth  night  to  dance  on  the  sands.  They  woulr! 
vh  cjii  o(i"  their  skins,  and  act  just  like  men  and  u-vrnen. 
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They  could  not,  however,  return  to  the  sea  without  their  skin 
ihey  were  simply  human  beings,  as  an  old  song  says :  — 

**  '  I  am  a  man  npo'  the  land  ; 
I  am  a  selkic  t'  da  itea  ; 
An*  whin  I'm  far  fa  every  strand. 
My  dwelling  is  in  Shool  Skerry.*  * 

One  of  the  poyntis  of  dittay  *  against  Marion  Fee! 
alias  Pardonc,  spouse  to  Swenc  in  Hildiswick^  who,  thrc 
the  instninaentality  of  the  Kirk  Session,  was  burnt  as  a  v 
in  1644,  was  that  *Mn  the  lyknes  of  an  pellack  ({uhaiU** 
had  "  on  ane  fair  morning  "  upset  a  four-oared  boat  retun 
from  the  fishing,  '*and  drowned  and  devoirit  thame  in  ye 
right  at  the  shore,  when  there  wis  na  danger  utherwanv 
hazard  to  have  cassin  thame  away,  it  being  sik  fair  widdr 
said  is." 

That  Marion  was  guilty  as  alleged  there  could  be  no  d<j 
as,  on  the  Ixxiics  of  Fldward  Halcro  and  another  of  the  < 
iHiing  washed  ashore,  she  was  sent  for  to  lay  her  handi 
them,  whcreuiK)n  the  said  "  umquill  Edward  bled  at  thee 
bain,  or  craig  banc,  and  the  said  in  the  \ 

and  fingers,  gushing  out  bluid  thereat  to  the  great  admiratic 
the  l)eholdcrs  and  revelation  of  the  judgment  of  the  Almyt 

-Vnother  \yo\v\\  was  that  she  had  held  conversation  with 
de\il  who,  "in  the  lyknes  of  twa  corbies,  ane  on  every 
of  you,  clos  at  your  sides,  going  and  happing  alongis  the 
with  you  to  Hildiswick."  Ravens  seem  long  to  ha\*c  1 
considered  as  iK'ing,  to  the  Shetland  witches,  what  black 
were  to  their  southern  sisters ;  and  Edmondston  *  relates 
.il)out  1803  a  man  had  entered  a  prosecution  in  the  SI 
Court  at  I>er^*'ick  against  an  old  woman  for  haN-ing,  in  the  j 
(if  a  raven,  not  only  interfered  with  the  profit  of  his  milk 
also  slain  his  cows. 

Of  the  Finn  women,  who  were  captured,  when  for  a 

'   Hibl)ert\  Skrtland  Ides,  p.  593  tt  stq, 

•  Mmond^ton's  ZHland  Island t,  vjL  it.  p.  74. 
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II )  (tiiranci!  from  their  seal-skin  dress,  assuming  which  was 
"wwaiy  to  enable  them  to  take  to  water,  were  wedded,  aiid 
^  dildren  to  their  capiors,  innumetable  stories  are  told. 
Tioe  are  even  said  to  be,  according  to  one  of  Karl  Blind's 
"fnapondents,  people  who  pride  themselves  on  descent  from 
1  Finn  ancestress. 
In  addition  to  the  more  strictly  speaking  marine  monsters,  a 
soii-jquatic  monster  known  as  the  Nitggle,  or  ShoopilUe,  is 
"JJkI  haunting  bums  and  lochs.  The  nuggle,'  who  has  the 
ulwtd  form  of  a  Shetland  pony,  except  that  instead  of  a  tail 
'  bs  some  sort  of  wheel  appendage,  which,  however,  is 
renins'  concealed  from  the  observer,  has  a  knack  of  entrap- 
l  pssers-by  to  lake  a  ride  on  him.  No  sooner,  however,  is 
moonled  than  he  rushes  into  the  nearest  loch  and  endeavours 
tlfoiFn  his  rider.  He  is  also  given  to  stopping  mills  when  ai 
'fk,  and  can  only  be  put  to  flight  by  dropping  a  lighted  brand 
wn  ihe  shaft-hole.  The  freemasons  have  long,  both  in  the 
tncys  and  Shetland,  been  supposed  to  have  a  power  of  dc- 
-ling  theft,-  and,  in  the  year  1815,  some  shirts  and  ot  berthings 
ling  been  stolen  in  the  jvirish  of  Aithsting,  a  notice  was  issued 
four  members  of  the  Lodge  Morton,  at  Lerwick,  stating 
«,  though  cruelly  formed  no  part  of  masonry,  unless  the 
'Icn  articles  were  returned  before  the  next  Masonic  meeting, 
nithin  fifteen  days  at  the  furthest,  "a  calamity  of  a  severe 
lute  may  fall  on  all  in  that  parish,  in  which  the  jirescnt  crop 
')  be  blasted  by  storm,  and  the  jierson  or  persons  guilty  shall 
puWickly  led  throw  the  ]>arishes  on  daylight,  and  that  by 
''sjjiriis  not  seun  by  others.  This  ])aper  to  be  intimated  at 
f  liirk  door,  that  none  may  plead  ignorance,  (liven  under 
It  hands  at  Lerwick,  under  the  authority  of  Morton  Lodge." 
^f  trows  are  still  KU[>])0sed  to  be  dangerous,  and  steel;'  is 
*■';■*  kept  in  the  byre  to  ]>revent  their  injuring  the  cattle.  It 
''"'■■  is  off  her  feed,  or  a  calf  does  not  take  kindly  to  chewing 

'  Blind's  Shcllauiih  Walcr  Tain. 

'  Sicond  SlalislUal  AcrounI,  Sh<llaiid,  [i.  14J. 

'  See  Grcgor's  Folk  Lort,  p.  190. 
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the  cud,  some  wise  woman  is  sent  for,  who  works  up 
ball  of  oatmeal,  and  after  placing  it  in  a  dog's  mouth, 
the  cow  or  calf  to  swallow  it.  A  bible  placed  bet 
animal's  horns,  or  a  leaf  of  one,  is  supposed  to  help 
Touching  for  the  cruelles  or  king's-evil,  is  still  practi 
as  owing  to  the  erratic  working  of  the  vis  medUatrix  ma 
most  wonderful  cures  occasionally  appartntly  result,  t 
is  likely  to  die  hard.  Strictly  s|)caking  the  opcmt 
should  be  a  seventh  *  son  or  daughter,  and  the  tou< 
half-crown  of  Charles  II.  A  medical  friend  of  the  w 
him  of  a  case,  where  a  girl  with  a  badly  diseased  ell 
whom  he  had  rt*com mended  should  be  sent  to  the  E 
Infirmary  for  excision  of  the  diseased  portion,  was  *'  i 
and  is  now  as  hale,  to  all  outward  appearance,  as  a 
woman  in  the  islands.  Another  curious  belief  is  tha 
who  has  passed  his  hand  all  over  a  bear,  will  have  spect: 
in  difficult  cases  of  midwifery ;  and  the  same  medical 
once  a.skcd  in  a  rather  critical  labour  case  whether  he 
better  have  a  consultation  with  a  gentleman  who  had  § 
at  Berne. 

*•  Cutting  abiin  da  breath "  seems  still  to  be  bel 
and,  it  is  not  three  years  since  a  woman  brought  a 
some  other  women  l)cfore  the  sheriff  for  threatening 
the  process,  and  also  for  throwing  burning  peats  < 
because  they  fancied  she  had  taken  away  the  profit 
milk.  Charms  are  said  to  be  still  in  use,  one  for  the  t 
was  sent  to  Karl  Blind  :  - 

**  \  Finn  came  ow'r  fra  Norraway, 
Fir  ta  pit  tot h -ache  aw.ijr — 
0()t  o'  da  flesh  an'  out  o*  da  bane  ; 
()<>t  o*  da  ktnew  an'  ooC  o*  da  skane  : 
(>ot  o'  da  kkane  an'  into  da  stane  ; 
An'  dare  may  do  remain  ! 
An'  dare  may  do  remain  ! 
An*  dare  may  du  remain  !  " 

*  Sec  MilcheH't  The  Past  in  the  Presfni,  p.  160. 
«  Sket/amJh  IVater  Tula. 
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H'here '  any  one  had  sprained  a  joint  or  sinew,  the  Wrtstin 
Ihmd  V3S  fast.  The  oijeralor  first  of  all  took  a  thread  of 
Uact  woKied,  on  which  nine  knots  had  been  made,  then  tied 
it  nnuni  the  sprained  limb,  and  whilst  so  doing  muttered  lo 
tiim  or  herself : 

"  The  Lord  rode 
And  tbe  (oaJ  iilade  ; 
Ue  lighted. 
And  he  ligjited. 
Sn  joint  to  joint, 
Bone  to  bone. 
Heal  in  the  UcAy  Ghost'a  nunc '.  " 

fiunis  appear  to  have  been  supposed  to  be  due  to  the 

fflalei'olence  of  dead  persons,  and  to  cure  them  the  wise  man 
or  woman  constihed  first  of  all  repeated  the  following  charm  : 


atiJ  ihen  blew  his  or  her  breath   three  timus  on  the  liurni 

Anyone  afflicted  with  ringworm  took  for  three  successive 
tnmin^^  before  having  broken  his  or  her  faist,  a  little  ashi--: 
wween  the  thumb  and  forefinger  and  held  them  to  the  par: 
^":cid,  saying : 


"  Kini 


■r  in-iyesl  thuu  eitlicr  s( 
aye  t'ro*  le-'.i  and  l«ss, 
iig  Ihc  a. 


On 


And  die  a 

ihc  same  time  throwing  some  of  the  ashes  into  the  fire. 

''■t  btadle  of  the  kirk  was  siii)posed  to  have  hnd  the  powt'T 

i^ilintj  away  "  the  sparrows  so  that  they  would  not  retun. 

'I'S  Stmir-  the  sparrow  beadle  is  said  to  have  been  livin^ 


jnJ  Slal, 


il  Am'i. 


.  SAM. 


-  Hcid'=  Ar!  KamHci. 


.  -11-; 
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(|uite  recently,  who,  in  former  years,  on  payment  of  a  fee,  wouX 
go  round  a  field  crying — 

**  Coo%h-Nh-sh,  Hoo^h-sh->h  ;  awa  fra  dis  toon. 
An'  never  come  again." 

Many  people  in  the  islands  still  believe,  that  the  kair^^n 
(Gordius  aquaticus)^  is  generated  from  horsehair,  and  ait  quite 
indignant,  if  you  venture  to  state  what  it  really  is. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  Isles  of  Eynhallow  and  Damisar  ir 
the   Orkneys,    three  Isles,   Havera,  Hascosea,  and  Uya,  «t 
supjKised  to    possess  some    magic    charm    about    their  wl 
which   prevents   their   ever   being   infested   with   mice.     Sod 
from  these  islands  is  even  occasionally  taken  to  houses  at  i 
distance.     No   cat,   according  to  Brand,^   could  exist  in  the 
Isle  of  Vaila.      When  Kdmondston  ^  wrote,   a   belief  in  the 
efficacy   of  almsgiving   was   generally  prevalent      If  a  inan 
were  in  danger  he  would  make  a  vow  to  give  alms  to  some  oW 
woman,  and  was  scnipulous  in  |K^rforming  his  vow.     Like  the 
Orkneys,  Shetland  is  studded  with  the  remains  of  small  chapeK 
of  which  at  the  present  day,  in  most  cases,  few  traces  rcnu.^ 
except  the  grass-grown  foundations.     Many  of  these  must  ha^< 
been  cha[)els  of  pilgrimage.     That  three  of  them  were  so«f 
know  for  certain,     (!ross  Kirk  near  Stenness,  Northmaven,  wA* 
levelled  with  the  ground  under  the  direction    of   the  pan»i' 
minister  somewhere  in  the  seventeenth  centur)',  and  accorddW 
t«)  Brand  ^  numerous  votive  offerings  in  silver,  representing  pai^' 
of  the  human  frame,  were  found  behind  the  altar  and  undf 
the  pulpit.     Our  lady's  ChajK'l  *  on  the  shores  of  VVcisdaV 
\o\t  was  much  frequented  by  females  in  search  of  husband* 
and,  even  when  Kdmondston  '*  wrote,  seems  to  have  been  hei* 
in  special  veneration  by  the  fishermen,  who  believed,  that  min 
lK)ats  had  arrived  safe  to  land  in  consequence  of  vows  vcoA 
in  the  time  of  danger. 

'   Hrand*N  Orkmy  tind  /.dlanJ^  p.  IIO. 

•  Kdmond!»t>>n\  /.(tland  Islands^  vol.  li.  p.  75. 

*  Hrand's  Orkney  and  Zetland,  p.  95.  «  /kJtm^  p.  91- 
I^dmondston's  /i-fland  Islands^  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 
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Ctos)  Kirk,'  Haroldswick,  in  the  island  of  Unst,  was  a  place 
l^p^rimage  not  much  more  than  forty  years  ago. 

Qnting  the  number  of  sheep,  of  catlle,  of  horses,  of  fish, 
Kuyof  a  man's  chattel?,  whether  animate  or  inanimate, 

■sys  been  considered  as  prodnctive  of  bad  tuck.  There 
Kiliosaid  to  have  been  an  idea  prevalent  at  one  time,  that  an 
I  Mbitak  of  sroall-poK  always  followed  the  census  being  taken. 
Tte  nvsges  of  smali-pox  before  inoculation  was  introduced 
•tre  terrible,  so  much  so,  that  it  was  known  as  the  mortal  pox, 
fiii  Isle  was  once  nearly  depopulated,  and  in  Foula  in  1720 
tfwe  were  scarcely  enough  people  left  to  bury  the  dead.  Brand  * 
•»  Idd  that  on  every  visitation  a  third  of  the  population  wero 
''•epiaway,  andaMr,  Bruce  of  Urie,'  about  the  time  inoculation 
W8  introduced,  estimated  the  number  at  a  sixth.  To  John 
WiDiamson,  known  as  yohnny  Notions,  a  common  fisherman  of 
HinmaVoe,  Northmaven,  and  who  was  probably  the  mechanical 
renius  mentioned  by  Low,*  is  due  the  credit  of  making  inocu- 
lilioo  general  He  dried  the  matter  in  peat  smoke,  then 
Iwied  it  for  seven  or  eight  years  covered  with  a  layer  of 
an^r.  In  applying  it,  he  raised  a  little  of  the  skin  of  the 
Wn  »iih  a  knife  of  his  own  make,  and  that  so  gently  that  no 
liloQd  escaped.  Under  the  skin  thus  raised  he  inserted  a  very 
^luU  quantity  oi  the  mailer,  and,  replacing  (he  skin,  covered  it 
"illiabit  of  cabbage-leaf.  This  was  the  whole  of  his  treat- 
"ifni,  as  he  administered  no  medicine.  According  to  the 
R«-  Mr.  Dishington,  out  of  several  thousand  patients  treated 
V  Williamson,  not  one  was  lost,  nor  was  there  one  case 
Inhere  infection  did  not  show  at  the  usual  time,  Edmondston, ' 
'iimself,  as  has  been  before  said,  a  medical  practitioner,  re- 
"i^iis  on  Williamson's  treatment :  "  The  most  extraordinary 
pan  of  the  proceeding  is,  the  purification  of  the  matter,  which, 
""■ier  his    management,    seems    to    resist    the    influence   of 

'  Snond  Statisliral  ArcounI,  Shetland.  |i.  40. 
'  Bnnd's  Orkniy  and  Zetland,  p.  72. 

'  Lnw's  Tour,  p.  175,  ■*  Ibidtm,  p.  141. 

Edmondslon's  Zetland  hlandi,  vol.  ii.  p.  89. 
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})Owers  which  destroy  the  very  contagion  itsel£  Had  oc 
[>ractitioner  been  as  uniformly  successful  as  he  was,  the  snu 
l)Ox  might  have  been  banished  from  the  face  of  the  eart 
without  injuring  the  system,  or  leaving  any  doubt  as  to  ti 
fact**  Vaccination  was  introduced  in  1804,  and  to  theoed 
of  the  Shetlanders,  almost  at  once,  became  general 

In  Unst,  when  lx)w  ^  wrote,  on  a  funeral  procession  ptssiflj 
t'ne  by-standers  threw  three  clods  one  by  one  after  the  cwp* 
( \in  this  have  l>een  a  survival  from  Roman  Catholic  dajis  < 
throwing  earth  on  the  coffin  at  the  conclusion  of  the  scr^ia 
In  Aithsting  at  the  same  date  ]>eo])le  would  neither  eat  im 
drink  on  Sunday  till  after  ser%'ice.*-  At  the  present  day,  wb< 
the  coffin  is  brought  out  of  the  house  in  country  dtstrki 
it  is,  previously  to  l>eing  lashed  on  to  the  s|K>kes  or  heart 
laid  on  chairs  or  some  other  things  for  the  lashing  to  be  don 
and,  as  soon  as  the  procession  moves  off,  the  chairs,  or  whatc^^ 
else  the  coffin  has  Inren  laid  on,  are  carefully  upset,  as  othem 
there  will  be  another  death  in  the  house  within  a  week.* 

Another  ^  curious  funeral  custom  was,  and  perhaps  still  is,i 
vogue.  The  moment  the  funeral  procession  had  started,  ti 
straw  on  which  the  coq)se  had  been  laid  was  burnt,  and  t) 
ashes  narrowly  examined,  to  see  if  any  footmarks  couki  I 
seen  amongst  them.  If  any  were  found,  they  were  suppoM 
to  be  those  of  the  next  person  who  would  die  in  the  house. 

.•\s  in  other  parts,  in  former  days,  a  funeral  was  rooit 
merry-making,  after  a  douce,  unsober  fashion,  than  a  grav 
solemn,  affecting  ceremony,  and  the  kirks  were  as  often  \ 
not  used  as  the  places  in  which  to  consume  **the  ftmer 
Uiked  meats."  The  writer  was  told  bv  a  minister  of  a  lud 
( rous  case  of  haggling,  as  to  the  amount  of  whisky  neocsiai 
.nt  a  funeral,  when  at  last  the  matter  was  clenched  by  tl 
emphatic  assertion — "  Deil  a  bane  o'  her  gangs  ow  r  Sandne 
ilill  under  four  gallons," 

'   I/>w*s  Tour,  p.  162.  •  IbiJgm^  p.  9l. 

'  See  Grej»or\  Folk  L^e^  p.  212. 

*  Sucnd  StatistUol  AiC&unt^  Skttland^  p.  141. 
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Oi  lit  extent  to  which  the  old  festivities  during  the  ivintei 
»0¥ramed  on  in  olden  time,  we  can  get  some  idea  when  we 
fed  one  of  the  Old  Country  Acts  ordaining  "that  none  repair 
W  fci«s  uncalled,  under  the  pain  of  40  shillings  Scots." 
Maniages,  which  as  a  rule  are  slil!  more  common  in  the 
"inter  months  than  at  other  periods  of  the  year,  were  in 
feraief  years  conducted  on  a  very  large  scale.  Hibbert ' 
otniions,  that  the  party  assembled  the  night  before  the 
•aiding,  when  the  bridegroom's  feet '  were  washed  by  his 
men  in  water,  though,  where  the  people  were  well-to-do,  wine 
wi  substituted.  Into  the  tub,  in  which  the  washing  had  been 
pafofmed,  a  ring  was  thrown,  which  was  scrambled  for  by 
those  present,  the  finder  being  the  first  to  be  married.  On 
Ifie  night  before  the  ceremony  the  bride  and  bridegroom  could 
Ml  sieep  under  the  same  roof ;  a  superfluous  excess  of 
nodtsty  when  the  manner,  in  which  a  good  deal  of  the 
pwioos  courting  had  been  conducted,  is  considered.  On  the 
*rfding  night  the  bridegroom's  men  tried  to  steal  the  bride, 
"liilil  the  bridesmaids  made  a  similar  raid  on  the  bridegroom. 
When  the  happy  pair  were  bedded,' the  bride  threw  the  stocking 
"fher  right  foot  over  her  left  shoulder,  and  the  person  on 
"horn  it  feli  was  the  first,  like  him  of  the  ring,  to  be  married. 

The  wedding  festivities  were  often  carried  on  for  days,  and 
1  band  of  mummers,  got  up  in  fantastic  array,  and  called 
Omards,  were  started  to  keep  the  fun  going.  'I'he  master 
ifiht  revels  was  the  wittiest  and  best  dressed  of  the  bard, 
^  was  termed  the  SkvdUr,  a  name  taken,  according  to 
Hibbert,  from  the  pilot  of  a  twelve-oared  boat  {fol/ariiigr).  As 
ihe  numbers  were  always  in  excess  of  the  accommodation, 
i^lean  straw  was  spread  in  the  barn,  on  which  they  all  turnc^d  in 
*fienwom  out  with  merry-making.  Shetlanders  have  always 
''^fn  fond  of  music,  and  are  said  to  give  to  all  music  a 
"-taracier  of  their  own.     Edmondston  '  said  that  one  out    of 

'  HihWrt's5*rf/flii//l/«,  p.  SS4- 

'  Set  Gre.Tor's  Foli  Lore.  p.  90.  '  /HJcm,  p.  9G. 

'  Edmoudslon's  Ztlland  Isl^iiits,  vol.  ii.  p.  6[. 
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every  ten  amongst  the  peasantry  could  play  the  violin, 
to  the  present  day  a  knowledge  of  the  fiddle  is  i2x  (mm  ix 
commoa  Before  violins  came  in,  a  two-stringed  instniinen 
played  like  a  violoncello,  and  called  a  Guf^^  was  in  ase,  isu 
which  was  said  to  be  identical  with  the  Icebndic  FttSJa,  Th« 
"  Day-Dawn,"  and  the  **  Foula  Reel,"  the  music  of  both  of  whifii 
tunes  is  given  in  ApjKjndix  S,  are  said  to  he  Scandinavian  ain 
The  old  sword-dance,  descrilnrd  by  Scott  in  the  IHrate^  and  whidi 
according  to  Hibbert,-  is  a  Scotticised  version  of  that  desoibed 
by  Glaus  Magnus,  can  still,  it  is  said,  Ik?  seen  in  Papa  Stour— 
for  a  consideration.  Up  to  within  a  year  or  so  Yule  was  ahnn 
kept  on  Old  Christmas  Day,  and  in  referring  to  the  diffefcot 
feast-days,  from  each  of  which  some  o)>eration  of  fanning  or 
fishing  is  regulated,  the  Old  Style  is  still  always  meant 

In  winding  up  this  somewhat  lengthy  description  of  a  net. 
who,  even  at  the  present  day,  are  utterly  difTerent  from  the 
natives  of  every  other  part  of  the  British  Isles,  the  inteoK 
love  the  Shetlanders  have  for  The  Old  Rock,  as  they  endearing 
style  their  native  land,  must  not  he  left  out  of  sight  To 
such  an  extent  is  this  feeling  carried,  that,  in  the  case  oi  girf* 
in  service  in  the  south,  it  often  brings  on  a  disease  known  to 
the  faculty  as  Morbus  Islandicus.  There  is  no  other  sympcoo 
than  a  gradual  dwindling  away,  and  the  patient  herself  vi  c^ 
unaware  of  the  cause  of  her  illness,  the  only  remedy  for  which 
is  immediate  return  to  the  dearly  l)eloved  O/d  Rock. 

The  disaster  of  the  20th  July  1S81  led  to  numerous  sagged 
tions  in  the  Scottish  press,  not  only  for  the  prevention  ^ 
similar  occurrences  in  the  future,  by  the  adoption  of  laif^ 
and  decked  l)oats,  but  also  for  the  general  improvement  «• 
the  condition  of  the  Shetland  i>easantry,  whom  many  go*^ 
people  in  the  south  evidently  consider  an  interesting  hrf- 
starved  race,  always  in  urgent  need  of  meal  and  missionanei 
That  such  is  not  the  case  the  writer  has  endeavoured,  in  the 
forcf^oing  |va^'es  to  show,  the  real  fact  being,  that  the  SW* 
landers  have  too  long  only  been  considered  from  one  of  t** 

*  (Jucry,  IcclaiKiic  Gii'ja.  ^  Hibbert's  SkUUmd  IJa^  ^  5S5 
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!  points  of  view.  One,  perhaps  the  worst  in  the  true 
i  of  ihe  people  themselves,  has  heen  that  uf  the  reli- 
sentimental,  woiild-be  philanlhropist ;  the  other  has 
at  of  a  hard-headed  utilitarian,  who,  from  seting  the 
engaged,  in  the  absence  of  the  men,  in  agricuhural 
im  the  want  of  deanliness  too  often  to  be  noticed,  and, 
from  having  been  overreached  in  the  matter  of  boat-hire, 
e  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  are  wholly  and  solely  a 
Ihrifiless,  deceitful  race,  with  hardly  a  single  redeeming 
Many  a  Shetland  crofter,  however,  whom,  from  the  ap- 

of  his  dwelling,  you  would  fancy  to  be  on  the  verge  of 
0,  has  a  good  snug  sum  of  money  in  the  bank ;  but  the 

of  suspicion  and  distrust  are  so  ingrafted  in  his  nalvire. 
is  afraid,  if  the  fact  were  generally  known,  his  laird, 
iman,  or  Ihe  merchinf  would  ^omehov  or  ?notiier 
etter  ofhm  Ih  »haf,ea  many  he  e  o  " ' 
he, 
h,         n 
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With  the  best  intentions  in  the  world,  so  long  ; 
produce,  stock,  and  fish  appear  on  one  side  of  the  : 
whilst  rent  and  goods  sold  and  delivered  are  on  the 
state  of  things  that  is  inevitable,  so  long  as  fishing  and 
are  combined,  there  will  always  Ik'  an  idea,  erroneous  tl 
may  be,  that  a  lesser  price  is  i)aid  for  what  is  sold,  and 
for  what  is  purchased,  than  should  l>e  the  case.  Agaii 
present  time  not  only  are  the  men,  as  often  as  not,  co 
to  he  at  their  farms,  when  they  might  to  greater  advar 
prosecuting  the  fishing,  but  the  land  itself  does  not 
that  development  which  it  is  capable  of.  To  render  a 
like  jHirmanent  improvement  iK)ssible,  not  only  in  the 
tion  of  the  land,  but  also  in  the  condition  and  morah 
people,  the  writer  believes  the  following  changes 
necessary: — 

I  St. — The  se|)aration  of  farming  from  fishing,  and  th 
cution  of  each  industry  by  men  who  devote  theii 
energies  to  whichever  jmrsuit  they  take  up. 

2nd. — This  of  course  would  necessitate  larger  holdir 
exist  at  present. 

3rd. — The  abolition  of  the  present  yearly  tenancy, 
forty  days*  notice  to  <juit,  and  the  substitution  of  U 
sufficient  length  to  protect  the  cultivator  against  loss, 
make  it  worth  his  while  to  cultivate  his  land  on  so 
l)etter  agricultural  [)rinciples  than  he  does  at  present. 

4th. — The   alM>lition   of  the   scathold   system,   or, 
retained  by  each  proprietor,  after  his  own  scathold  h 
marked  off  from  that  l>elonging  to  adjacent  owners,  \ 
his  own  tenants  are   concerned,   the  stinting  the  nui 
stock  kept  by  each  tenant. 

That  many  will  say  the  foregoing  pro|)ositions  arc  im 
in  Shetland,  the  writer  is  prejjared  for.  Long-line  fish 
large  boats  was  said  to  l)e  imi)ossible  in  1876,  and 
there  were  only  eleven  l)oats  larger  than  sixareens  regis 
Shetland,  last  year  there  were  117.  We  have  & 
en :>rmous  strides  that  have  Inren  made  in  the  Orknc) 
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Iwt  forty  yeara,  and  once  matters  are  put  on  a  straight  and 
«B&£tory  footing  in  Shetland,  there  is  no  reason  why  n 
Bmihi  imprm-ement  in  the  condition  of  the  district  and  its 
mhibianb  should  not  lake  place,  and  that  too,  without  cither 
ilqxipabting  iKe  islands  or  converting  them  into  huge  sUeeii 


o 
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liY 

9  H.  N.  I'LACii.  F.R.S.E.,   F.fl.S.. 

AND 

John     jjoRXK,     F.R.S.E..    F.C.S., 

Thk  Orkneys  are  spcrinlly  interesting  to  the  gcok 
areount  of  the  remarkable  (ievelopment  of  the  Old  Re 
stone  formation,  and  the  abundance  of  irhthyolites  foun 
tla^^stones.  If  we  except  a  small  area  in  the  neighb 
cf  Stromness  and  a  part  of  the  island  of  Graemsay.  tli 
oi  the  Orkneys  is  matle  up  <>f  this  formation.  The  c 
( oast-sect  inns  aiTord  admirable  opportunities  for  stud) 
( haracters  and  relations  of  the  strata.  Indeed,  the  < 
is  so  clearly  displayed  that  it  is  not  ditlicult  to  unn 
geological  structure  of  the  islands. 

beginning  with  the  crystalline  rocks,  which  arc  of  oli 
than  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  we  find  them  occupying 
strip  of  ground  on  the  Mainland  between  StromD 
Inganess.  This  stri])  is  about  four  miles  long  and 
mile  broad.  Ihey  also  occur  in  Graemsay  to  the  \ 
Stromn:;ss.  These  nxks  consist  of  fine-grained  gran 
fine-grnined  micaceous  gneiss  shading  in  places  into 


THE  GEOLOGY  OF  THE  ORK.XEYS-  181 

I  Pmue  ;  ihe  whole  seriesi  being  traversed   by  veins  of  pink 

I  fdsiie.    They  are  flanked  on  both  siHes  by  a  thin  band  of 

'^""glomerate  of  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  ngt-,  which  is  made 

"P  of  rounded  pebbles  of  the  underlying  gneiss  and  granite. 

'n  tile  island  of  Hoy  there  are  representatives  of  both  the 
^Pperand  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone,  but  in  all  the  other  islands 
^oe  beds  belong  to  the  lower  division.  Following  the  cbrono- 
"•Eical  order,  we  shall  first  describe  the  strata  of  Lower  Old  Red 
Sandstone  age  and  their  physical  relations.  Throughout  the 
•blinds  there  is  a  remarkable  uniformity  in  the  beds  of  the 
'ewer  division.  For  the  most  part  they  consist  of  hard,  blue, 
and  grey  flagstones,  which,  on  weathered  surfaces,  as.sume  a 
yellow,  or  rusty  brown  colour.  Occasionally  they  are  inter- 
Wded  with  ihin  flaggy  sandstones  and  seams  of  limestone, 
t"!!  on  the  whole  they  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  the  typical 
flagsione  series  of  Caithness.  The  Orcadian  6agstone  series, 
however,  graduates  upwards  into  a  group  of  strata  of  widely 
^iffetent  lithological  characters.  The  latter  consist  of  red  and 
y*ll(w  sandstones,  which,  at  certain  localities,  are  conglomeratic, 
Wnlaining  rounded  pebbles  of  various  crystalline  rocks,  and 
•I'll  these  are  associated  friable  red  clays.  Where  the  flag- 
stones merge  into  the  overlying  arenaceous  series,  (here  is 
^ttgular  alternation  of  the  two  sets  of  strata,  clearly  showing; 
'ln[  the  succession  is  quite  conformable. 

Such  being  the  characteristic  features  of  the  lower  division, 
"f  shall  now  indicate  the  general  arrangement  of  the  strata. 
Through  the  centre  of  the  islands  runs  a  well-marked  trough, 
«ilending  from  Scapa  Flow  northward,  by  Scapa,  Inganess,  and 
^hapinsay,  to  the  island  of  F.day.  Tlic  memhers  of  the 
sreniceous  series  occupy  the  centre  of  this  synclinal  fold, 
"We  the  flagstones  rise  from  underneath  them  on  both  sides. 
*^iig  to  two  great  faults  on  the  Mainland,  the  natural  order 
"'  Succession  between  the  flagstones  and  overlying  sandstones 
i^Oisturbed;  but  in  Eday,  South  Ronaldsay,  Fara,  and  Flotta, 
'"S  gradual  passage  between  the  two  is  admirably  defined.  By 
tneins  of  gentle  undulations  the  flagstone  series  is  repeated 
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over  wide  areas,  indeed  it  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  Ma 
land  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  northern  islands  with  -^ 
exception  of  Eday.     The  monotonous  character  of  much 
the  Orcadian  scener)'  is  owing  to  the  wide  distribution  of  i 
Hagstone  series. 

As  the  order  of  succession  is  clearly  displayed  io  t 
northern  islands,  it  will  be  advisable  to  describe  first  of  a 
the  relations  of  the  strata  in  Westray,  Eday,  and  Sanday.  A 
anticlinal  axis  crosses  Westray  from  Tuciuoy  Bay  towards  tlh 
hamlet  of  Cleat,  being  continued  northwards  .along  the  souk 
separating  that  island  from  Papa  Westray.  To  the  west  oi 
this  axial  line  the  flagstones  are  gently  inclined  to  the  W.  lad 
W.N.W.,  forming  the  terraced  hills  overlooking  Picrowall  lad 
Cleat  This  terraced  appearance,  which  is  also  duuacterabc 
of  many  of  the  conical  hills  in  the  Mainland  and  Rounr.  ii 
due  to  the  denudation  of  the  softer  bands  of  the  nevh 
horizontal  flagstone  scries.  On  the  east  side  of  the  antidiae 
the  flagstones  dip  to  the  K.  and  K.S.E.,  and  this  easterijr  dip 
continues  with  some  gentle  undulations  to  the  soulh-eiit 
promontory  of  Weather  Ness.  At  this  locality  they  arc  hi^ 
inclined.  On  the  islets  of  Kara  Holm  and  Fara  the  same  bigh 
angle  is  obser\'able  with  a  similar  easterly  dip ;  and  there  as 
be  little  doubt  that  the  grey  flags  in  these  islets  are  hi^ 
in  the  series  than  those  at  Weather  Ness.  The  flaptood 
exposed  on  the  western  shore  of  E<lay  between  Fan's  ^fs^ 
and  Seal  Skerr>'  are  merely  the  southern  prolongations  of  tboff 
in  Fara  and  Fara  Holm.  On  the  whole,  then,  there  is  ' 
regular  ascending  series  from  the  south-eastern  part  of  WesOSS 
through  Fara  Holm  and  Fara  to  Fara's  Ness  in  Eday. 

The  structure  of  the  i>land  of  Kday  is  comparatively  simp^ 
The  strata  form  a  well-marked  synclinc,  the  centre  of  whic 
is  occu])ied  by  a  scries  of  red  and  yellow  sandstones  restiv 
<  onforniably  on  the  flagstones  just  described.  The  sbtf 
sections  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  island  arc  so  d^ 
and  convincing,  that  no  one  can  possibly  dispute  the  grad^ 
passage  from  the  one  series  into  the  other.    So  strongly  do  ^ 
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undsiones  of  Eday  resemble  the  Upper  Old  Red  Sandstones 
"f  Ho)',  ihat  Sir  Roderick  Murchison  placed  them  on  the  same 
huriion.  But  we  shall  point  out  presently  that  the  massive 
wndslones  of  Hoy  rest  ««-confonnabIy  on  the  flagstones,  and 
■irc  therefore  separated  from  ihera  by  a  vast  interval  of  time. 
Atrsvtfsc  along  the  western  shore  of  Eday  from  Fara's  Ness 
!o  the  sandy  bay  about  a  mile  to  the  east  shows  the  alternation 
oi  the  sandstones  and  flags  at  the  base  of  the  arenaceous 
soies.    At  the  promontory  the  grey  flagstones  are  seen  dipping 

10  the  east  at  an  angle  of  30°;  but  not  far  to  the  east  they  are 
intersinilified  with  bands  of  flaggy  sandstone.  These  beds  are 
overlaid  by  false  bedded  yellow  sandstones,  containing  numerous 
brecciated  bands  made  up  of  angular  fragments  of  crystalline 
locks.  These  false  bedded  sandstones  likewise  contain  two 
'bin  zones  of  grey  flagstones,  resembling  in  every  respect  those 

11  fara's  Ness.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  change  of 
pbjsical  conditions  indicated  by  the  respective  groups  of  strata 
must  have  been  gradual. 

Owing  to  the  synclinal  fold,  the  beds  just  described,  which 
plunge  underneath  the  arenaceous  series  forming  the  backbone 
•>f  Eday,  are  brought  to  the  surface  again  at  the  Kirk  of  Skail, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island.  From  that  point  they  are 
jmlonged  southwards  to  War  Ness.  At  both  localities  the 
^e  alternation  of  sandstones,  flagstones,  and  shales  is 
ihservible  near  the  junction  of  the  two  types  of  strata. 
Moreoi-er,  as  we  ascend  in  the  series  the  s.mdstones  become 
™re  massive  and  conglomeratic,  with  abundant  false  bedding. 
THe  included  pebbles  consist  of  quart;;ite,  mica  schist,  gneiss, 
i^'Mit,  and  other  metamorphic  rocks  all  stained  of  a  red- 
Ji^n  colour.  The  occurrence  of  these  pebbles  seems  to  indicate, 
*at  the  members  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  in  the 
O'beys,  were  laid  down  on  a  icry  uneven  surface  of  the  older 
^isiallinc  rocks,  for  the  latter  must  have  been  exposed  to 
ilenudation  at  no  great  distance  when  the  Eday  sandstones 
"f'e  deposited.  These  red  and  yellow  sandstones  form  the 
"hole  of  the  northern  part  of  Eday  and  the  Calf  of  Eday ; 
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t)eing  well  seen  on  the  cliffs  on  both  sides  of  Calf  Soond  I 
the  southeast  comer  of  Eclay,  on  the  Ve  Ness  promontonr.  . 
small  patch  of  these  sandstones  has  been  repeated  by  a  &oi 
with  a  downthrow  to  the  east. 

Crossing  tiie  Sound  of  I'^lay  to  the  adjoining  island  o: 
Sanday,  the  flagstones  are  met  wiih  between  Spur  Ness  aiv: 
Siranquoy,  di[)ping  steadily  to  the  west  at  angles  varying fro« 
40  to  50  degrees.  Here  they  are  inierbedded  with  red  oikI 
grey  sandstones  and  conglomeratic  bands  exjKwed  on  the  shore 
to  the  north  of  Spur  Nes«.  This  strip  of  flag>toncs  is  bouiMk<i 
on  the  east  by  a  fault  which  is  admirably  displayed  in  Sinr- 
quoy  Bay.  On  the  east  side  of  the  fault  the  chocolate  colourc*! 
sandstones  and  shales  are  seen  dipj>ing  in  a  south-wcsteH* 
direction,  while  to  the  west  of  the  fault  the  flags  are  bcntrouiv«t 
in  the  form  of  an  arch.  This  fault  has  a  downthrow  to  tht 
east,  and  by  m^ans  of  it  the  Kday  sandstrmes  are  again  repeatcl 
with  an  inclination  to  llie  west.  Hence,  as  wo  follow  tbc 
coast  section  from  Spur  Ness  to  (Juoy  Ness  there  is  a  feg«l«^ 
dcscen<ling  .*ieries  of  the  .siindstones  till  they  mer^e  intoll< 
flagstones.  Indeed,  the  succession  is  merely  the  counlcfpit 
of  that  already  descrilKrd  on  both  sides  of  Kday.  From  lh«* 
point  northwards  to  the  lUirness  jieninsnla  the  fligstones  Ht 
met  with  ;  being  re|X'ated  at  ir.tervals  by  gentle  undulations. 

The  flagstone  series  covers  the  whole  of  the  island  of  ShipiO' 
say,  *^ave  the  south-eastern  portion,  where  the  members  of  ikc 
arenaceous  series  are  thrown  in  by  a  small  fault  betwteB 
Haco's  Ness  and  Kirkton.  It  is  highly  probable  that  llw« 
fault  may  be  \\vt  ]Tolongation  of  the  great  dislocation  whif^- 
forms  the  north-west  boundary  of  the  arenaceous  scries  00  the 
Mainlan<l.  From  the  character  of  the  strata  it  mav  he  infcfwi 
that  their  |X)silion  is  not  far  fnmi  the  base  of  the  arenaceoo* 
series.  The  santl stones  alternate  with  the  flagstones  io  * 
manner  closely  resemblinL:  the  succession  in  Htlar.  A** 
interesting  feature  connected  with  these  beds  is  the  occuntoti 
of  <  ontemporaneous  volcanic  rcKks,  j>ointing  to  volcanic  activicy 
during   the   deiK>sition     of    the    sc<limentary   strata.      Thej 
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occupy  the  coasi-line  for  abmit  half  a  miie  between  Haco's 
Ifea  and  the  Foot.  They  arc  conformably  overlaid  by  the 
Sag«oncs.  which  are  not  altered  in  the  least  along  the  line  of 
jUDClion  !  thus  plainly  showing  that  the  lava  flow  had  consoli- 
dited  prior  to  the  deposition  of  the  overlying  beds.  This 
Mcicnt  lava  flow  consists  of  a  dark  green  diabase  which  has 
OBtJergone  much  alteration.  Some  of  the  specimens  contain 
much  calcitc,  filling  elot)gated  vesicles  indicating  the  flow  ol 
Hie  molien  lava.  Though  this  exposure  of  interbedded 
volanic  rocks  is  very  limited,  it  is  of  considerable  importance 
M  being  the  only  relic  of  volcanic  activity  in  Lower  Old  Red 
Sinditone  times  in  the  Orkneys. 

The  strata  represented  in  RoHsay  and  the  north-western 
ponion  of  the  Mainland  are  evidently  the  southern  prolonga- 
lioTisof  the  flaggy  series  which  we  have  already  described  as 
«cumng  in  Wcstray.  Their  lithologica!  characters  are  pre- 
cisely similar,  and  in  Rousay  they  form  the  characteristic 
lei meed. shaped  hills.  Of  special  interest  are  thj  flagstones 
^hich  occur  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  axis  of  crystalline 
'och  at  Stromness.  From  these  beds  Hugh  Miller  disinterred 
ihe  fragment  of  Aslerokpis  so  well  known  through  his  dcscrip- 
'■M  in  Thf  F.'Olprints  pf  fhe  Creator.  Various  localities  in  the 
"tiniry  of  Stromness,  since  his  time,  have  yielded  splendid 
spedmers  of  fossil  fishes,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
^'il  Ray  and  Ranina  Geo,  north  of  Veskenabae,  and  Breck- 
"«'  Day,  north  of  Hoy  Sound.  We  have  already  referred 
'0  ihe  band  of  conglomerate  encircling  the  crystalline  rocks, 
''Hch,  however,  disappears  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
S'lEi'is  and  is  rapidly  succeeded  by  the  flagstones  yielding 
ichihvolites.  It  is  highly  probable  ihat  this  fringe  of  coo- 
S'ornerate  merely  represents  a  local  base  and  not  the  true  base 
'^l  the  Orcadian  flagstone  series.  On  the  north  coast  of  Hov 
'"c  ilagstones  which  are  unconformably  overlaid  by  the  Upper 
''ill  Red  Sandstone,  dip  to  the  north  and  north-west,  which 
'ould  lead  one  to  infer  that  they  occupy  a  lower  position  than 
'^sfossiliferous  beds  north  of  Stromness.     A  similar  locn!  base 
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is  beautifully  seen  at  Dirlot  Castle,  in  Caithness,  where  a  bG 
of  the  old  crystalline  rocks  protrudes  through  a  thin  hycr 
conglomerate,  which  is  in  turn  capped  by  the  flagstooet.  T 
true  base  of  the  series  occurs  nearly  four  miles  to  the  vtst 
Dirlot  Castle.  Such  a  phenomenon  indicates  very  plainly  ti 
the  sea-bottom  on  which  these  sedimentary  strata  m 
de|x>sited  must  have  been  vcr>'  uneven.  Here  and  there  id 
projected  above  the  water,  which,  as  the  land  slovly  sank, « 
eventually  buried  beneath  the  accumulating  bcdiment 

By  means  of  gentle  undulations  the  flagstones  spread  a 
the  country  between  Stromness  and  Kirkwall ;  the  foldingi 
the  strata  and  consetiuent  changes  of  dip  being  well  sees 
the  shore  between  Ireland  Ikiy  and  Houton  Head.  la  i 
centre  of  the  Mainland,  however,  the  natural  order  of  looc 
sion  is  completely  disturbed  by  two  powerful  faults,  «fa 
everywhere  bring  the  Kday  sandstones  and  marls  into  cooja 
tion  with  the  thgstone  series.  A  glance  at  the  geologi 
map  of  Orkney  (Plate  2)  will  show  the  trend  of  these  p 
disruptions  of  the  strata.  The  north-west  bounding  & 
which  has  a  downthrow  to  the  south-east,  is  traceable  ft 
Orphir  Kirk  north-eastwards  by  Scapa  to  the  bay  west 
inganess  [lead.  Along  this  line  the  effects  of  the  dislocat 
are  admirably  seen  at  various  localities  ;  but  perhaps  one 
the  most  interesting  is  on  the  west  shore  of  Scapa  Bay.  1 
na^>>tones  in  the  (juarry  dip  to  the  west  of  north  at  an  ai 
of  9^  On  the  clitf  to  the  south  of  the  (|uan)'  a  minor  £ 
throws  down  the  flagstones  with  a  south-east  inclination  ai 
angle  of  65*^ ;  while  a  few  yards  farther  south  the  m 
fault  occurs,  bringing  in  the  reil  and  yellow  sandstones  vit 
north-west  inclination.  The  fault  l>ounding  the  sandstODCf 
the  east  side  is  traceable  from  a  jKiint  in  Inganess  Bay,  «cs 
Birston  Head,  south-westwards  to  the  east  shore  of  the  ttt] 
.Scapa.  From  thence  it  skirts  the  shore  to  How(|tioy  H 
near  St.  Mary's  Holm.  To  the  east  of  this  dislocatioo 
flagstones  rcapi>ear  and  stretch  eastwards  to  Rerwick  Head: 
1  )eerncss. 
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ihe  southern  islands,  viz.,  Cava,  Fara,  Flotta,  South 
dsay,  and  Burray,  the  strata  consist  of  red  and  yellow 
}nes  and  marb,  wiih  occasional  zones  of  flagstones  ;  llie 
series  passing  conformably  downwards  into  the  flag- 
In  Cava  and  Fara  the  beds  arc  inclined  to  the 
ast ;  in  Flotta,  to  the  north  ;  in  Burray  and  the  northern 
r  South  Ronaidsay  to  the  north-west.  It  is  evident, 
re,  thai  Scapa  Flow  forms  the  centre  of  a  geological 
;owards  which  the  strata  dip  on  almost  every  side,  and 
ihe  shores  of  which  the  hifjhest  members  of  the  Lower 
:d  Sandstone  of  the  Orkneys  are  to  be  found.     A  com- 

of  the  Orcadian  succession  with  that  in  Caithness 
i  it  probable  that  the  former  represents  the  higher  sub- 
is  of  the  Caithness  series.     It  is  important  to  note  the 

development  of  the  arenaceous  type  of  the  I^wer  Old 
.ndstone  as  we  proceed  northwards  from  the  Caithness 
for  when  we  come  to  discuss  the  representatives  of  this 
1  in  Shetland  it  will  be  seen  that  the  arenaceous  type 

a  remarkable  development  in  that  region,  while  the 
flagstones  have  almost  wholly  disappeared. 

organic  remains  embedded  in  the  Orcadian  flagstone 
:omprise  ichthyolites,  crustaceans,  and  plants.  As  yet 
lis  have  been  disinterred  from  the  sandstones  and  marls 
:onformably  overlie  them.     The  fishes  are  usually  pre- 

in  dark  highly  bituminous  flagstones  and  shales,  and 
•eshly  exhumed  have  a  jet-l)lack  enamelled  appearance 
It  beauty.  They  belong  chiefly  to  the  order  of  die 
.  fishes,  one  of  whose  characteristic  features  is  the 
:e  of  scales  in  the  form  of  bony  plates  wiih  an  ena- 

surface.  The  following  genera  are  represented  in 
.',  viz.,  DipUrus,  Diploptenis,  CoccosUiis,  Asterokpis, 
tliys,  OsteoUpis,  Cheirokpis,  Glyptokph,  Chdracanilius, 
'iplacanthiis.'^  The  Kirkwall  flagstones  have  yielded 
ens  of    the   crustacean   Estheria     membranacta,    while 

<tru!  W.T.S  a  diiinous  fish  nfaily  nllieii  to  the  reccnl  Ceraloi/m,  wh  le 
iiics  of  Chiiratanthus  and  Di/lacaiilAiis  are  with  thf  sbariis. 
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from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stromncss  Dr.  Woodward  ha 
identified  a  fragment  as  the  basal  joint  of  a  limb  of  Ptengehc 
The  plant-remains  include  specimens  of  Psihphyt^n  frinafi 
I^pidodendron,  and  Lycopodites, 

We  must  now  proceed  to  refer  to  the  rcpresentiti%-es  c 
the  Upper  Old  Reti  Sandstone  which  arc  so  grandly  develops 
in  Hoy.  The  physical  features  as  well  as  the  geologb 
structure  of  Hoy  are  somewhat  different  from  those  whic 
obtain  in  the  other  islands.  Instead  of  a  low  undulating tabl 
land,  terminating  seawards  in  a  bluff  cliff,  or  sloping  dowt 
wards  to  a  sandy  beach,  this  island  forms  a  promino 
table-land  trenched  by  deep  narrow  valle}*s  which  ar 
occasionally  flanked  by  conical  hills  upwards  of  1400  fct 
high.  These  narrow  valleys  have  been  can-ed  out  of  a  gra 
succession  of  red  and  yellow  sandstones  which  cover  lb 
greater  part  of  the  island,  and  which  arc  magnifkcni} 
<hsplayed  in  the  noble  cliff  facing  the  Atlantic.  ThoogI 
these  beds  have  hitherto  yielded  no  organic  remains,  the 
are  classed  with  the  ri)|>er  Old  Red  strata  of  Caithness 
the  Moray  Firth  basin,  jjartly  on  lithological  grounds, 
partly  on  account  of  the  marked  unconformity  which  $cpsn<< 
them  from  the  flagstone  series.  This  vast  pile  of  muB* 
sand<itones  rests  on  a  platform  of  interbeddcd  volcanic  rocfa 
which  were  ejected  at  the  surface  and  regularly  intrrralalf 
with  the  sandstones.  These  igneous  rocks  consist  of  aawf 
daloidal  lavas  and  ashes,  which  crop  out  from  undeme* 
the  sandstones  in  the  north-west  of  ihj  island.  They  to 
a  weM-marked  ledc:e  or  terrace-shapetl  feature  skirting  A 
northern  slopes  of  the  Hoy  and  Cuil.ags  Hills,  which  cash 
traced  northwards  to  the  Kaim  of  Hoy.     In  that  neighbor 

• 

hoo<l  there  are  three  separate  lava  flows  with  stratified  roka* 
ashes,  but  as  they  are  followed  southwards  along  the  ck 
from  the  Kaim  of  Hoy  they  gradually  thin  out,  till  at  tfc 
ba«e  of  the  Old  Man  onlv  one  band  of  lava  occurs.  H«> 
the  slaggy  surfnce  of  the  lava  flow  is  admirably  dispUtt* 
th«»  vesicles   l)cinir   fdleil    with  various  7eolites.      From  iJ 
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u\  appearances  presented  by  these  ancient  lavas  there 
he  no  doubt  {ha.t  they  were  ejected  from  volcanic  cones, 
anatcly,  however,  there  are  still  indications  of  the  vents 

irhich  ihe  igneous  materials  were  discharged.  In  the 
i-easl  of  Hoy,  in  the  strip  of  low  ground  occupied  by 
lagstones  between    the    Kaim    of  Hoy   and   Quoy    Bay, 

are  several  "  neclcs "  filled  with  volcanic  agglomerates 
tenting  the  old  volcanic  orifices. 

is  platlom]  of  interbedded  volcanic  rocks,  which  forms 
ise  of  the  Upper  Old  Red  Sandstones,  rests  unconforma- 
Q  the  flagstone  series  of  Lower  Old  Red  age.  The  latter 
ly  the  low  ground  in  the  norih-east  of  Hoy  between  the 

iu)d  ihe  hill  slopes,  They  are  well  seen  on  the  sea  cliffs 
!en  Quoy  Bay  and  the  Kaim  of  Hoy,  and  also  along 
ase  of  Ihe  grand  cliff  from  tlie  Kaim  of  Hoy  as  far  as  the 
Vlan.  They  are  inclined  at  a  higher  angle  than  the  strata  of 
:r  Old  Red  age,  and  hence,  as  we  follow  the  coast  section 
wards  to  the  Old  Man,  the  dark  lava  and  overlying  sand- 
5  gradually  steal  across  the  edges  of  the  flagstones,  No- 
;,  is  the  unconformable  relation  between  the  upper  and 
■  divisions  better  displayed,  than  at  the  base  of  the  Old 
The  groundwork  of  that  wonderful  column  is  composed 
gstones  and  shales,  and  across  their  denuded  edges  iherc 
:lies  the  band  of  amygdaloidal  lava  which  is  capped  by 
ed  sandstones  to  a  height  of  450  feet.  It  is  evident 
:he  Old  Man  must  at  one  time  have  formed  part  of  the 
as  the  various  layers  in  the  lofty  column  correspond  with 

on  the  shore.  His  isolation  bespeaks  the  jiower  of 
denuding  agencies.  The  sandstones  are  traversed  by 
titrable  vertical  joints,  which  form  lines  of  weakness  in 
nasonry,  and   which  are  ceaselessly  assailed  by  the  sea 

the  ordinary  atmospheric  agents  of  w.iste.  By  these 
IS  huge  slices  are  gradually  removed  and  the  sea  cliff 
ij'  recedes.  Occasionally  it  happens,  as  in  the  case  of 
Old  Man,  that  portions  of  the  cliff  are  isolated  in  the 
ess  which  for  a  lapse  of  lime  remain  as  memorials  of  the 
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rcrcdinj;  cliff,  but  the   same  forces  which   bring  aloat  the:' 
isolation,  will  eventually  lead  to  their  total  destruction. 

We  may  now  briefly  summarise  the  sequence  of  phy^xjl 
<'hanges  indicated  by  the  great  development  of  the  f  >ld  Rrtl 
Sandstone  in  the  Orkneys.     Towanls  the  close  of  the  Silurir. 
|>erio<l,   the    marine   conditions    which    prevailed   ihrr»Uj;hu:t 
KurojKi  gave  j»lace  in  the  north-western  area  to  inland  sci* 
or  lakes  with  prominent  land  barriers,  in  which  th-'  Old  R«i 
Sindslone    strata   were   de|»o*»ited      The  suggestion  his  l<tn 
made  by  Professor  A.  («eikie,  that  tlie  meinlnrrs  of  the  L'i«ff 
Old  Red  Sandstone  in  the  Orkneys  were  jirobably  laid  d»»«Tjir 
the  same  basin  with  tiie  strata  of  the  same  age  in  ShelUnd 
in    Caithness,  and   round    the   l)orders  of  the    Nforav  Firth 
To   this   great  sheet  of  water  he  has  a^-^igned   the  name  oi 
l«ike  Orcadie.     The  southern  margin  of  this   ancient  lake  w 
'till  well  defined    by  means   of  the    basement   conglomcnte 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Morav  Firth.     The  axis  of  ancient 
irystalline   rocks  at   .Stromness  formed  an   islet  mhich.  for  a 
time,  ]»n)jected  al>nve  tl^*  surface  of  the  water;  the  thin  \cxA 
of  conglomerate    ie}»resenting    the    old    shore    gravel.      T* 
great  succession  of  tlai:stones  points  to  the  dejwsilif^n  of  CK 
sill  an<l  mud  on  the  bed  of  the  lake  through  a  long  bff*c  of 
lime.      In  this  fine  se<liment  were  enti>mbed   the  remain*  f-f 
the  numerous  genera   of  Ganoid    fishes   which    flourished  at 
that  early  period.     The  j>lants  asso<  iated  with  them  hclj'  u* 
to   realise   the  nature  of  the   vegetation  which  grew  on  the 
old  land-surface.     At  length  there  was  a  feeble  outbur^  of 
\olcanic    activity,    when    a    small    sheet   tif  molten    lava  wi< 
ejedeti.  whii  h  is  now  rei)re>enle*l  by  the  diabase  in  the  south- 
east of  ShajiinMy.     Thi>  was  succee<!ed  by  a  marked  change 
in  the  nature  of  the  se<limenl.  which  consisted  chiefly  of  ccarx 
'-anil  wjili  Seams  «»f  marly  clay,  while  at  inter\als  jxrbbles  of 
various  n.itamorphic  rocks  were  commin.:le<l  with  the  coarse 
sediment  bet*  kmin^'  the  proximity  of  land.     The«e  accumo- 
latii-ns   are    now    re]>re^intt(l    by   the    Kday   sandstones  anil 
marK,  and  the  beds  which  encircle  Scapa  Flow.      At  the  cloic 
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e  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  period,  the  bodotii  of 
te  was  elevated  so  as  to  form  a  land-surface,  and  the 
nes  as  well  as  the  arenaceous  series  were  subjected  lo 
rabie  denudation.  We  have  no  means  of  determining 
iglh  of  time  during  which  this  denudation  continued, 
S  we  do  know,  that  when  the  land-surface  was  again 
ed  beneath  the  sea-level,   volcanic  action  bur^t  forth 

From  the  vents  in  the  north-east  of  Hof,  sheets  of 
d  showers  of  ashes  were  thrown  out  and  distributed 
;  denuded  edges  of  the  flagstones,  and  this  was  followed 

deposition  of  a  vast  thickness  of  sandy  sedimenl 
ow  forms  the  U])per  Old  Red  Sandstones  of  Hoy. 

a  passing  allusion  can  be  made  to  the  dykes  of  basalt 
iHersect  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  strata.  They  are  of 
:  occurrence  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Mainlan{l  between 
Jess  and  Skail.  There  arc  no  very  reliable  data  by 
if  which  the  age  of  these  dykes  can  be  fixed.  They 
«n  referred,  however,  with  some   probability,  to  the 

period  to  which  the  great  series  of  basalt  dykes  in  the 

counties  of  Scotland  belong. 

glacial  phenomena  of  Orkney  completely  establish  a 
system  of  glaciation.  There  is  satisfactory  evidence 
itaining  that  during  the  primary  glaciation,  the  Orcadian 
must  have  been  overridden  by  an  ice-sheet  which 
Vom  the  North  Sea  to  the  Atlantic;  but  towards  the 

the  Glacial  period  when  the  great  wcr  de  ghee  had 
d,  local  glaciers  must  have  lingered  for  a  lime  in  the 
3f  Hoy,  and  in  some  of  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
id.  Though  the  flagstones  are  not  very  well  adapted 
erving  the  ice  markings,  still,  numerous  instances  are  to 
1(1  where  a  fresh  surfiice  is  exposed  by  rcmovin-,'  the 
-clay.  On  referring  lo  the  geologic.il  map  of  Orkney 
i),  it  will  be  seen  that  the  general  trend  of  the 
iroughout  the  islands,  during  ihe  primary  glaciation, 
from  W.N.W.  to  N.N.W.  Here  and  there,  where 
au5es    interfered    with    the    general    movement,  slii;ht 
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deflections  nre  met  with.  On  the  Islnml  of  Wcstrav.  <tru:f 
surfaces  are  beautifully  seen  on  the  tup  of  the  ell 
Noup  Head,  and  on  the  hill-s7o])es  wtst  of  Pierovall.  1 
Mday,  the  sandrttones  have  successfully  preserved  the  cffaii  < 
the  ice  chisel,  of  which  there  are  two  excellent  ex.iinjiles;  os 
on  the  east  slope  of  Stennie  Hill,  pointing  \V.  20  -25'N..  an 
t])e  other  in  the  bay  east  of  Kara's  Ness,  where  a  snull  ttrc^ 
enters  the  sea.  At  this  point  the  trend  varie.<)  from  N.  :;  W 
to  \V.  38* N.  In  Kirkwall  Hay,  a  short  distance  to  the  tkA\ 
the  pier,  beautifully  striated  flagstones  may  be  seen  whjrci-' 
boulder  clay  has  been  recently  removed  by  the  actiun  of :: 
sea,  running  from  N.X.W.  to  X.  6^' \V.  Even  on  the  cl.ff  w 
uf  Hoy,  striated  surfaces  have  been  observed.  A  carci. 
examination  of  the  numerous  striated  surfaces  led  u<  to  ir* 
< onclusion  that  the  ice  during  the  primary  ^laciation  cJi 
have  crossed  the  islands  from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Aiijntu 
Indeed,  when  we  consider  the  i>ersist.ni  nor(h-we>tcrA  ireiii 
in  connection  with  tlie  physical  features  of  the  gruU}t,  ■ 
cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  ice  niovemcnt  mu^t  luv 
orii^inated  bevond  the  limits  of  the  Orkneys.  Fonunatclr,  ib 
dis|>ersal  of  the  stones  in  the  boulder  c'jy  confiniis  thi 
r« inclusion,  while  the  presence  of  Scotch  rocks  in  that  ilcjiou 
enables  us  to  demonstrate  that  the  ice  which  cros^tl  tb 
group  of  islands  must  have  radiated  from  Scotland. 

The  bouMer  clay  is  distributed  mainly  round  the  bA«« 
where  it  frequently  attains  a  considerable  depth,  while  tb 
inland  districts  are  mostly  covered  with  a  thin  clayey  Mil  J;) 
to  the  decomposition  of  the  underlying  flagstones.  It  vi'J  l* 
surticient  for  our  present  purpose  if  wo  describe  the  genera 
<  haracter  of  the  de)>osit :  indicating  at  the  same  lime  or.eC 
two  Uxalities  where  it  is  best  developed.  It  consists  of  a  toof 
red  or  vellow  clav,  packed  with  smooth  and  striated  staa« 
scattered  irregularly  through  the  de|K)sit.  The  stones  a* 
usually  striatod  along  the  major  axis  and  are  mainly  000 
IK)scd  of  the  underlying  tiagstones  or  sandstones.  But 
udih;ion  to   these   blocks  of  local   origin,    there    arc  othc 
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iobediled  in  the  day  wliich  arc  foreign  to  the  Orkneys. 
Time  consist  of  pink  porphyritic  fdsile,  dark  limestone  with 
ibandint  plant-remaius  of  Calciferous  Sandstone  age,  oolitic 
limratone,  oolitic  calcareous  breccia,  fossil  wood  (probably 
oolidc},  cFialk,  and  chalk  flints.  Equally  important  is  the 
presence  of  numerous  fragments  of  marine  shells  which  are 
fauod  in  many  of  the  sections.  Many  of  the  fragments  are 
iDioothcd  arxi  striated  precisely  like  the  stones  in  tlie  boulder 
diy,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  are  due  to  the 
sunt  cause  in  both  cases.  Various  species  of  foraniinifera  also 
omir  in  the  stony  clay.  One  of  the  best  localities  in  the  Orkneys 
fcr studying  this  deposit  occurs  in  Odin  Bay,  on  the  east  side 
"f  Slionsay,  where  it  forms  a  continuous  clitT  for  nearly  half  a 
wile,  and  varies  from  twenty  to  thirty  feel  in  depth.  Both  the 
foreign  blocks  and  the  shell  fragments  are  plentiful  in  this 
section.  Other  excellent  exposures  are  to  be  met  with  along 
the  west  coast  of  Shapinsay  (Gait  Ness  deriving  its  name  from 
the  boulder-clay  cliff  exposed  there),  in  Fara's  Ness  Bay  on  the 
"easide  of  Eday,  and  in  Kirkwall  Bay  to  the  east  of  the  pier. 
The  dispersal  of  the  local  stones  in  the  boulder  clay  indicates 
in  ice  movement  towards  the  north-west,  inasmuch  as  blocks 
o'the  Eday  sandstones  have  been  cariitd  westward  to  the 
iiWof  Westray,  and  fragments  of  the  a 
Haco's  Ness  in  Shapinsay  occur  i 
•  Ki  of  that  island.  And  so  also  in  Pomona,  or  the  Mainland, 
iht  ted  and  yellow  sandstones  which  cross  the  centre  of  the 
libnd  are  represented  in  the  moraine  pro/onde  on  the  shore 
Ween  Houton  Head  and  the  Loch  of  Stenni;ss.  Ai>art  from 
Ais  evidence,  we  are  led  to  the  same  conchisioii  by  the  occur- 
'encc  of  blocks  in  the  boulder  clay  which  must  have  come  from 
^uilarid.  The  dark  grey  limestone  iionldcrs  of  Calciferous 
^iditone  age  yielding  Lepidoslrobiis  were  deiived  in  all  likeli- 
^Md,  from  the  county  of  Fife,  as  that  is  the  nearest  tract  to  the 
f'rtn-^yb  where  similar  rocks  occur  in  situ.  Some  of  the 
^pwimens  of  oolitic  calcareous  breccia  closely  resemble  parts 
o'  the  upper  oolites  on  the  east  coast  of  Sutherland,  and  the 
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specimens  of  oolitic  limestone  possibly  came  from  tl 
locality,  while  the  chalk  and  chalk-flints  resemble  i 
the  secondary  rocks  of  Scotland.  It  is  evident,  tl 
that  during  the  primary  glaciation,  the  Orkncp  must  ha 
glaciated  by  Scotch  ice  moving  from  the  North  Sea  tow 
Atlantic.  How  the  Scotch  ice  which  entered  th< 
Sea  was  deflected  towards  the  Atlantic  will  be  disc 
chapter  xxx.,  when  we  have  described  the  glacial  phe 
of  Shetland. 

Traces  of  local  glaciers  mainly  exist  in  Hoy. 
valleys  draining  the  conical  group  of  hills,  moraines  ai 
found  of  great  size.  A  remarkable  example  occurs 
valley  to  the  east  of  Hoy  Hill,  where  a  moraine  moun<! 
half  a  mile  long,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  high,  nin 
the  mouth  of  the  glen.  It  would  seem  that  the  late 
did  not  succeed  in  scooping  out  the  moraine profondeXyK 
to  the  primar>-  glaciation,  as  the  moraine  matter  rests 
sandy  houMer  clay.  In  the  hollow  below  Cuilaj:s  H 
centric  heaj)s  extend  across  the  valley  indicating  |w 
the  retre.it  of  the  glacier.  Again,  in  the  Mainland.  th< 
^jro'iind  between  Kinstown  and  Maes  Howe  is  dotted 
with  conical  moraine  heaps  deposited  by  glaciers,  whicl 
off  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Orphir  Hills. 

Krratics  do  not  abound  in  the  Orkne)*s,  but  ! 
f»ne  which  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  It  wxiirs 
island  of  Sanday,  and  is  termed  the  Savil  boulder, 
ground  it  measures  6^  x  6  X  2^  feet,  but  its  base  is 
underneath  the  surface.  It  consists  of  homblendic 
containing  beautiful  cr>*stals  of  striated  oligoclase  feUp 
green  hornblende,  with  some  mica.  Professor  Hedt 
has  minutely  examined  this  rock,  suggests  that  it  may 
be  of  Scandinavian  origin. 

In  the  Orkneys  there  is  no  trace  of  raised  beaches. 
those  widespreail  sheets  of  gravel  'x'longing  to  th 
series  in  Scotland. 
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Tipyn  o  Bob  Pelh. 

"  Land  of  the  whirlpool — lorrenl — foam, 
Where  oceans  meet  in  maddeninij  shock  ; 
The  beelling  cliff— the  shelving  holm— 
The  dark  insidious  rock  : 
Land  of  the  bleak,  the  treeless  moor— 
The  sterile  m 
The  shapeles 
Scattered  by  the  bolts  of  heaven  ; 
The  yawning  gulf— the  treacherous  s^nnd — 
I  love  thee  still,  my  native  land." 

David  Veddek. 

between  58°  41'  and  59°  24'  North  Latitude,  and 
2°  22  and  4=  25'  West  Longitude,  the  Orkneys 
to  comprise  some  fiHy-six  islands  and  holms,  or 
Of  these  Pomona,  or  the  Mainland,  is  the  largest  and 
island,  which  for  dcscriplive  jmrpuses  may  be  divided 
)  districts,  Kirkwall  and  the  Kast  Mainland,  and 
s  and  the  West  Mainland.  Willi  the  l':ast  Mainland 
combined  the  thriving  isKind  of  Sha|)insay  and  the 
ile  of  Copinsay.  All  the  islands  lying  to  the  south  nf 
land  are  known  as  the  South  Isles,  of  which  liurray, 
maldsay.  Hoy  and  Walls,  Fiotla,  and  Gracrasny  are  the 
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princiixil  ones.     Lying  off  the  eastern  and  northern  sides  of 
Western   Mainland  are  Gairsay,  Veira  or  W)Te,   Egilsay, 
Rousay,   which,    for   distinction's   sake,   may   be   termed 
Western  Isles.     All  to  the  north  of  the  Westrav  and  Stror 
Firths  are  known  as  the  North  Isles,  and  comprise  Stron 
Sanday,  North   Ronaldsay,  Kday,  Wcstray,  and  Pajja  West 
Although    Co|)insay,    South    Ronaldsay,    Deemcss,    and 
southern  end  of  Stronsay  j)resent  some  fair  cliffs  to  meet 
waves  of  the  German  Ocean,  all  the  finest  coast  scenen*  \<  i< 
found  on  the  western  cf)asts.     Hoy  is  the  only  island  to  w! 
the  term  mountainous  can   be  applied  ;   and  even  there 
highest  altitude,  that  of  the  Ward  Hill,  is  not  more  than  i. 
feet  in  height.     There  is   a  wild   moorland   district   bctn 
Kirkwall  and  the  Loch  of  Stenness,  of  which  the  Ward 
of  Ori)hir,  88o  feet,  is  the  highest  point ;  and  the  islami 
Rousay,  with  its  three  hills,  Blotchinfield,  Knitchenfield, 
Kierfea,  has  a  certain  wild  beauty  of  its  own,  which   iir 
patriotic  natives  at  times  to  call  it  the  Orcadian  Highbndv 
other  portions  of  the  islands  can  be  dignified  with  any  o 
apjK'llation  than  hilly,  and  some  of  the  North  Isles  are  very 
.Apart  from  the  really  grand  scener)'  of  Hoy  the  Orkne>-s  h 
however,  a  charm  of  their  own,  in    the  wondcrfullv  brill 
colour  effects,  which  alternate  light  and  shade  produce, 
which  seem  intensified   at    times   in    the  weird   twilight  k 
northern  summer.     The  fierce  tideways  which  sweep  thrc 
the  sounds  and  firths  have  proliably  something  to  do  with 
wonderful  varying  tints  you  sometimes  notice  in  the  cokx 
that  sea,  that  is  so  rarely  at  rest  around  the  storm-swept  Uica 
Sweeping  down    from   the   north-west,  the  tidal  wave, 
strength   of  which   is   comf)aratively  slight  a   short  dist 
from    the   coast,    increases   in    velocity,  as   it    forces  its 
through  the  islands,  attaining  a  rapidity  in  many  p!acc 
from   six  to  seven  knots  an  hour,  and  in  the  Pentland  1 
at  the  Great   Ix)ther    Skerrv,  off  the  southern  end  of  S 
Ronaldsay,  rushing  at  the  rate  of  ten,  and  being  percept 
higher  by  one  or  two  feet  on  the  stream  side.     With  such  t 
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■sya  the  slightest  inequality  in  the  bottom  produces  a  ripple  on 
'he  suiliice,  increasing  in  places  to  the  dangerous  wliirlpools 
tailed  ihU  or  roosts,  which  have  in  the  case  of  the  Pentland 
fifth  so  long  given  it  a  bad  name  amongst  mariners.  What 
tlwse  rests  are,  especially  when  a  flood  spring  is  met  dead  on 
rad  by  a  gale  from  the  opiJosiie  quarter,  only  those  who  have 
seen  them  or  similar  tidal-races  can  realise. 

Of  the  Swelkie  off  the  north-western  comer  of  Stroma,  in 
"liicb  one  of  King  Hakon's  sliips  was  lost  on  his  return  from 
UiBB,  a  curious  legend  is  narrated.'  A  certain  King  Frddi 
possessed  a  magical  quern  or  hand-mill  called  "Grotti,"  which 
had  been  found  in  Denmark,  and  was  the  largest  quern  evei 
'^own.  Grotti,  which  ground  gold  or  peace  for  King  Friidi 
*s  be  willed,  was  stolen  by  a  sea  king  called  Musing,  who  set 
I'  lo  grind  whitu  salt  ioi  his  ships.  VVhethw  Mysing,  like 
nuny  another  purloiner  of  magic-working  implements,  had  only 
learned  the  spell  to  set  it  going  and  did  not  know  how  to  stop 
".  is  not  stated.  Anyhow,  his  ships  became  so  full  of  salt  thai 
ihty  sank,  and  Grotti  with  them.  Hence  the  Swelkie.  As  the 
*M«  falls  through  the  eye  of  the  quern,  the  sea  roars,  and  the 
luem  goes  on  grinding  the  salt,  which  gives  its  saltness  to  the 
ocian. 

In  August,  1858,^  three  fishermen  named  Hercus,  whilst 
saiih  fishing,  were  sucked  into  the  Bore  of  Pap;i,  as  a  dangerous 
^Wit  to  the  north  of  Papa  Westray  is  called,  and  drowned, 
Md  probably  many  instances  could  be  cited  of  similar  accidents, 
though,  owing  to  the  Orcadians  being  compelled  to  study  the 
'iin  and  set  of  the  tides,  not  so  many  as  might  be  expected. 
Some  few  years  l)ack  when  the  Channel  Fleet  were  in  the 
"onh,  they  altL'mpted  to  pass  to  the  westward  through  Westray 
f"lh,  in  the  teeth  of  a  strong  spring  flood,  but  all  the  Queen's 
horse-power  and  all  the  Queen's  men  could  not  do  it,  and  they 
'lad  to  tum  tail. 

I  he  Orcadians  have  a  weather  proverb  that  expresses  a  good 
deal  in  a  few  words.     "  When  he  blaws  and  she  weis,  it  makes 

'  Ork.  Sag.,  note,  p,  I07.  '  Maidmeal  CMetL-m. 
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a  dirty  firth."  Captain  F.  W.  L.  Thomas,*  R.N.,  from  whca 
survey  the  present  chart  of  the  island  was  compiled,  tim 
describes  OrcadLin  gales  : — 

"  In  the  terrific  gales  which  usually  occur  four  or  five  tinra 
in  every  year,  all  distinction  between  air  and  water  is  lost,  t^ 
nearest  objects  are  obscured  by  sf)ray,  and  ever}'thing  scc« 
enveloped  in  a  thick  smoke  ;  upon  the  ojKjn  coast  the  sea  n« 
at  once,  and  striking  upon  the  rocky  shores,  rises  in  foa 
for  several  hundred  feet,  and  s|)reads  over  the  whole  counts 
The  sea,  however,  is  not  so  heavy  in  the  violent  gales 
short  continuance  as  when  an  ordinary  gale  has  been  blowi. 
for  many  days ;  the  whole  force  of  the  Atlantic  is  then  ttcati. 
against  the  Orcadian  shores  ;  rocks  of  many  tons  in  weight  a 
lifted  from  their  beds,  and  the  roar  of  the  surge  may  be  \vcm 
for  twenty  miles  ;  the  breakers  rise  to  the  height  of  sixty  fc- 
and  on  the  North  Shoal,  which  lies  eight  miles  N.W. 
Costa  Head,  the  broken  sea  is  visible  even  at  Skail  »^ 
Birsay."  In  most  years,  however,  l)Oth  the  Orkneys  ^^ 
Shetland  are,  during  the  summer  and  early  autumn  mont^ 
more  troubled  with  fogs  than  gales.  Some  few  years  back  • 
St,  Ma^nus^  owing  to  fog,  was  sixty  hours  Inrtween  Lerwick  »- 
Kirkwall,  a  jKissagc  she  usually  makes  in  eight  to  nine  houa 
A  propos  of  fogs,  a  good  story  is  told  of  the  late  Capts 
Parrot  of  the  Prince  Consort,  In  a  dense  fog  he  had  ^ 
his  vessel  against  Noss  Head,  just  north  of  Wick  Bay ;  lu 
with  comparatively  slight  damage.  Some  short  time 
observing  a  steerage  passenger,  at  one  of  his  ports  of 
coming  on  board  with  a  lot  of  furniture,  he  asked,  in 
usual  stentorian  tone,  was  he  going  to  start  a 
hand  furniture  shop  ?  '*  Na,  na  Captam,**  was  the  reply, 
am  just  taking  them  south  to  pad  Noss  Head  'gin  the 
time  you  come  by."  Skipper  subsided.  In  both  groi^ 
too  tlic  few  thunder-storms  they  are  visited  with  occur 
the  winter  months.  Owing,  probably,  to  the  influence  of  ^ 
Ciulf  Stream,  a  much  more  e^iuable  tem|>erature  is  mainiaix^' 

>   Tuiis  of  tht  Orkneys, 


THE  ORKNEYS. 


h    N  g        Offi 


P  a. 

t      h         b 
mpera  fi 

ailed  til 

h      mb    h         O 

n        k    gd  m 


200  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

had  a  share  in  another  member   in   conjunction   with  V 

Dornoch,  Tain,   and    Dingwall;  whilst  the  poor    Shetlam 

though  paying  their  due   quota  of  cess  or  land  tax,  were 

utterly  unrepresented.      Now,   the  proud    Orcadians  have 

share  their   county    member  with   their   poor   cousins  in 

north  ;  and,  whenever  there  is  a  redistribution  of  seats,  l-cn 

will  probably  be  added  to  the  list  of  Northern   liur^hs. 

former  days   there  does  not  st-cm   to  have  lieen  >uch  i 

on   the  Scottish   Parliament   as  there  now  is  to  l>e   elcrtc 

member  of  *'  the   most  comfortable  club  in  Ixmdon,"  anii 

1628  we  fmd  *  the  gt  ntry  of  Orkney   pleading  that  they  1 

*'bot  meane  gentilmen  and  fermoraris,'*   and    none  01  tr 

rich  enough    to  be    able  to  serve.      Even   if   financing,  o 

pany-floating,    and    guinea-pigging  were    not    invented  l 

the    British  Solomon  and  his  unlucky  son  of  pious  mem 

were  not  supposed   to   l)e  above  jobs,  and  there  were  «€ 

polies,    though    i)robably    the    fattest   of  these   were  |>roTu 

in  I'lngland.     At  an   election   in    1H36  the  conveyance  ol 

polling  books,  tVoin  Orkney  alone,  is  said  to  have  cost  £,\,K 

and    in    those    steamerless    days    canvassing    the    storm  sw 

Orcades  and  the   wilds   of  I'liima  Thule  must   at  times  h 

been  the  reverse  of  plea^^ant ;  though,  by  the  way,  the  veat  ^ 

long  considered   the  private    proi>erty    of  the   i)undas   tain 

Kven  at  the  i)resent  day,  i>eople  who  have  tried,  say  canvass 

the  Isles,  esi)eeiar.y  when  the  e«|uin(x"tials  are  on,  is  apt  to 

more  exciting  than  pleasant.     Now  the  Onadians  look  do 

on  the  Shetlanders   but,  ever  since  the  days  of  Summefdi 

they  have  jmsitively  hated  the  Caithness  |>cople.    Their  feeto 

may  be  imagined  therefore,  when  one  sheriff  dejHitc  wasc 

sidered   an   am|)Ie   >upply   of  appellate  wisdom,  not  onJf 

their  own  isles  and  Shetland,  but  also  for  the  hated  Caiibw 

Amon^'st   other  good   men  who   have  Ixren  sheriff-depute* 

Orkney  and    Zetland,  are   conspii  uous,   rollicking,   racy  U 

Neaves,  to  siK»nd  a  night  with  whom  was  said  to  be  a  treat 

beyond  any  affordeil    by    the    Xoctes  Ambrosiana^ — and  i 

*  A<ii  and  SiatHtes  of  tkt  Lavptmg^  p.  57, 
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I  Cwfliitf  Ayloun.     Neaves  was  hardly  "the  man  for  Galway" 
'  in  one  sniae,  however  he  may  have  been  fined  in  others,  ai 
if  *e  may  judge  from  his  Sheriff's  Ltf/  at    Sea,    ont- 
ww  of  which,  says  -.-^ 

"  So  tbc  Sheriff  here  must  needs  resign, 
For  his  inside  's  fairly  gone,  boys  : 
And  lie  callt  far  a  glats  uf  brandy-wine, 
And  to  bed  with  his  gutera  on,  boys,  (Hi.) 
Lying  here. 
Dying  lb  ere 
Drearily,  wewiJy, 
Groaningly,  inoaningly, 
PmstTate  laid  by  fate's  dccreei 
Seems  the  SbenlT  now  at  Ka,  my  hoyt." 

The  man  who  wrote  T^e  Mnssacre  of  the  Macpherson  was 
I  "we  at  home  in  the  far  north  a  kten  inj,lir  stvi.ral  lochs 
W  said  lo  have  been  favoiinte  haunt';  ol  In  esptt  jIIj  loon 
fiopjcmed  Funds  Water,  nith  its  shores  strmn  with  pink 
'^"Idcrs,  a  liking  that  speiks  \olunies  for  his  arii-iin,  symjia 
"lies  to  any  one  who  knows  the  loch  In  -iddil  o 
■^hikli  Shirra,  who,  like  Jove  from  Olympus,  steps  di 


the 


■'Onrhe  Ultin 


Thuli 


E^ch  group  has  a  Peerie  S/iirra  of  its  own,  whoso  life  is  so 
Wygoing  and  monotonous  amongst  the  blameless  Norsemen, 
'Hit  is  hclieved,  they  both  would  welcome  a  rising  of  the 
^andin.ivian  sympathisers  hy  way  of  viiTJety. 

On  the  abolition  of  cjjiscopacy,  the  Orkneys  formed  one 
Ptesbviery  in  the  Synod  of  Caithness,  but,  in  1725,  they  were 
Winded  by  the  General  Assembly  into  the  three  Presbyteries 
ibt  now  exist,  of  Kirkwall,  Cairston,  and  the  North  Isles, 
*liich  together  form  the  Synod  of  Orkney.  In  iS5i  the 
I'Opuhtion  for  the  whole  group  was  32,395,  whilst  by  the 
'^imof  18S1  it  w:iK  32,037,  showing  a  fallin-  off  of  358  in 
'lie  l»tniy  years.'  If,  however,  tlic  total  population  shows  u 
'  See  Aiipentiii  K,  p.  6iz. 
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slight  decline  in  the  twenty  years,  the  rental  of  the  is!an<! 
during  the  same  period  risen  from  ^{^44,214  14/.  in  iJv 
^79,539  13J.  3//.  in  iiS8i,  giving  the  enormous  intrc 
^35,324  i()s.  2t^.  Of  the  landed  proprietors,  except  an 
the  p€(rie  lairds  of  Harray,  the  representatives  of  th 
Norse  families  have,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Ilaik 
Tankerness,  become  extinct  in  the  direct  male  hnc. 
Heddle,  of  Melsetter,  through  his  grandmother,  rcpr 
the  Moodies  of  Hreck  Ness,  who  are  said  to  have 
descended  from  Harald  Maddad's  son.  There  are  pic 
Moodies,  however,  still  to  the  fore,  out  of  the  isles,  ; 
Cape  and  in  Canada.  Mr.  Balfour,  of  Balfour  and  Trc 
is  said  to  represent  Queen  Mary's  Master  of  the  Horse  th 
a  collateral  line.  Mr.  Traill,  of  Holland,  in  Pajia  West 
the  head  of  all  the  Orcadian  and  Caithness  Traills,  thcoi 
forebear  of  whom  came,  like  so  many  others  of  the  found 
Orcadian  families,  from  Pife,  in  the  train  of  the  Sie 
Bishop  Graham  is  represented  by  Mr.  Sutherland  Gr 
of  Graemeshall,  and  Mr.  (iraham  Watt,  of  Breck  Ncsi 
Skail,  though  through  the  female  line  in  each  case. 
Patrick,  according  to  Burke,*  left  an  only  child,  Mary 
married  Stewart,  of  Graemsay,  and  whose  only  daughter, 
married  Andrew  Honeyman,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  whoxr 
great-grandson,  William  Honeyman,  titular  Ix)rd  Armad 
one  of  the  lords  of  session,  was  created  a  baronet  in 
and  was  the  grandfather  of  the  late  well-known  comit 
lawyer  and  jud^'c.  Sir  George  Honyman.  The  present 
of  the  family  is  the  Reverend  Sir  William  Macdonald 
man,  of  Coton  Hall,  Salop,  who,  however,  owns  no  pr 
in  the  Orkneys.  A« conling  to  the  /ii///,  vol.  v.  p.  459, 
.Armadale  was  descended  from  Robert  Honeyman,  son< 
bishop  by  his  first  marriage  with  Kupham,  daughter 
Mr.  Cunningham,  minister  of  Ferr\-port-on -Craig  ;  thonj 
/'its/t  \;rn:s  on  to  say  that  there  was  another  son,  Robert,! 
marriage  with  .Mary  Stewart,  which  last  son  inherited  Grat 

'  Sec  Kurkc's  Peerage  under  **  Ilonymaii.*' 
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1-KisM.  E.  Brace.i  again,  sa>-s  Earl  Patrick  died  without  male 
Wif,  bal  left  a  daughter  who  married  the  first  Bruce  of 
Smiburgh  in  Shetland.  Bishop  Mackenzie  is  represented  by 
lie  Rev.  J.  H.  Pollexfen,  of  Cairston. 

H  amongst  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  the  representatives 
'fthe  old  Norse  families  arc  almost  entirely  absent,  amongst 
^  Han^y  lairds  and  the  voters  for  burgh  and  county  a  large 
Umber  of  the  old  Norse  names  still  survive.  Many  of  the 
[array  lairds,  it  is  said,  like  the  statesmen  of  Westmoreland 
>d  Cumberland,  hold  the  same  lards  their  ancestors  did 
inturies  back.  And,  though  the  old  Odal  succession  has  long 
rea  way  to  the  ordinary  rule  of  inheritance  common  over 
c  vhole  kingdom,  except  where  gavelkind  or  other  special 
nnres  sur\'ive,  they  .still  hold  their  lards  by  prescriptive 
jht,  and  depend  in  no  way  on  charter  or  deed  as  the  root 
title.  Harray  was  the  last  stronghold  of  the  old  Norse 
ngue  in  the  islands,  where  it  is  said  to  have  survived  as  late 
[75;.*  Although  the  Norse  patronymics  are  slill  to  be 
und  in  considerable  numbers  throughout  the  population,  and 
e  names  of  places '  remain  almost  unchanged  from  the  days 
'  the  old  Jarls,  the  influx  of  Scottish  settlers  from  time  to 
Tie  has,  to  a  considerably  greater  degree  than  in  Shetland, 
fluenced  both  the  dialect  and  the  very  appearance  of  the 
-opie.  The  Orcadian  dialect  is  harsher  and  more  Doric,  if 
le  phrase  may  be  used,  than  that  of  the  northern  group, 
hich  grates  far  less  on  English  ears,  and  Scott,*  during  the 
ion  time  he  spent  in  the  two  groups,  was  struck  by  the 
ifference  in  appearance  between  the  Shetlandors  and  the 
Iradian?,  saying  in  one  place,  "the  Fair  Isle  inhahilanls 
te  a  good-looking  race,  more  like  Zellanders  than  Orkney 
nen."    The   very    gait    of  the   two   populations    differs,    the 

'  ^nm  and  Cumritings.  p.  337,  '  Itwry's  Ortiiey.  \'.  230. 

'  TWe  interesled  in  tbe  old  Norse  place-names  of  the  Orkneys  and 
Sttilmd  should  read  the  [wo  papers  {both  in  Knglish)  by  Ihc  late  I'mfcs-nr 
""Mil  oil  the  subjecl,  in  llie  Miniaira  de  !a  SoaiW  Royah  ■/.■,■  Aulhiuaim 
''■WiK.ls,  1844-49,  1S50-60). 

'^'lliLfi,  vol.  iii.  p.  176. 
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( ircadians,  fine,  powcrt'ul  men  as  many  uf  them  xt<,  r^.&af 
with  the  (lehherate,  pliKldin^  step,  common  to  all  o^xJ.tunl 
districts,  whilst  the  Shellaiulers  >winj^  aion^  with  rhe  cJAUt 
sprin^in^  stride  ot  a  rate  that  would  a^  soon  walk  i'arc'oucis 
not,  and,  if  they  !nll^t  pmtert  their  I'eel  with  Si»::^c  v.r:  «< 
covering,  prefer  the  >oft,  easy  feel  of  rivlim^  \o  \\x  rr<* 
unyieldinp;  hoot  nf  si)-ralled  civilisation.  Ilaili  d:<:A:  a 
the  islands  h*is  its  own  IW-naNu,  i»r  nickname.  Tr^ui-tsai 
says,  that  many  of  these  n.iines  dale  from  tl.c  l'u:.ca| 
of  the  cathedral,  and  were  gi\en  from  llic  pro.sH.ins  :* 
several  deiarhments  liroiii^ht  with  them.  '1  hui  the  Pip* 
Westray  folk  are  knuwn  as  DunJus  (poorccMl).  ir-.c  WiVJif 
people  as  Auks  (ihe  (Common  Guillemot),  and  ti.e  iniu»>;unti 
of  Walls  as  /v/vy  (M.inx  Shearwater).  That  nunv  ••!  ine« 
names  are  of  re^pe*  t.ilile  anti»|uity  is  shown  by  Jo  IWn.  wt» 
wrote  in  1520,  *»a>iii;^  of  the  Wa.ls  folk,  *' Wais.  ron;or.:ens<» 
\ocant  IncoiaN*"  (the  Lyars  of  Wai^).  Some  of  the  lusek 
however,  seem  tt)  have  altered  >iii('e  his  «lay,  a^i  of  the  Hjttii 
jjeojile,  who  are  nuw  known  as  C'/i/Av.  he  -taie^  "Hirixa 
panx  hia,  ul)i  ij;na\issimi  fuci  siini.  iileuijue  d:cun!ur  '  ■«*< 
Sheef)  of  Harray).  Sheep  is  niiviada\s  applied  :o  ::.e  * 
habitants  of  Shapin>ay.  A  list  ol  these  U^'names  i>  ^.^ta* 
Appendix  I^ 

A  »  oinpleie  l-'auna  ( )rca«kiisi'.  'uas  yet  \k\  Ih:  writtLH.  Lu«K 
r«nisiilenii^  liis  Time  and  opporiaiKties,  was  \i:r*  ^CtXHi,  I'c:  » 
!ar  from  c  »iinplete,  and  wron^  in  many  insiancex  '1  nc  liutim 
Xittttm.is  ()n'iUf'Ny/s,  ((Mn]>iled  by  the  late  iH.  m:k)c,  tbt 
Afri»an  explorer,  and  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Hethilc.  a  l'!t<^ 
of  the  well-known  l*ro feasor  of  C'hemistrv  at  .^L  AnJrc«"W 
ofdy  rea*  hell  the  first  voluiiie,  c  ompr>in>;  the  nummaiJ  ssA 
birds  up  to  ilial  date  (1S4S)  observed  \n  or  around  :hc  ;*bflik 
Of  the  i«  luiuolo^v  and  other  branches  \erv  iiitie  h-i*  *»  lA 
if  at  all.  .ipj»eir«d  in  a  n^llected  lK>ok  form,  ««[<  ^ 
I,ow.  Only  -oisie  of  tlie  more  ^peri.d  p«i:nts  rel-:.r^  ^ 
the  lanna  on  tl.e  i'^Iands  a  aw  be  dwelt  on  here,  ir.j  '^ 
reader,  wl:o  wishes  fuller  (so  far  as  it  can  Ik*  ^ot;    ini^rfir*' 
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is  referred  to  the  pages  of  Baikie  and  Heddic,  from 
;h  the  wrilcr  has  compiled  the  greater  part  of  the  following 
s. 

liat  deer  existed,  in  prehistoric  times,  in  the  Orkneys  is 
'  from  the  iminense  number  of  antlers  ihat  have,  from  time 
,  been  found  amongst  the  animal  remains  in  the  brochs, 
;  hoitses,  and  scattered  everywhere  here  and  there  in  the 
throughout  the  islands  ;  but  that  they  had  become  extinct 
he  Norse  times  is  almost  certain  from  there  being  no 
lion  of  them  in  the  islands  in  the  Saga,  though  we  read 
irb  Rognvald  and  Harald  going  over  to  Caithness  to  hunt 
■ed  and  the  reindeer.  The  late  Mr.  Heddle  of  Melsetter 
iduced  redndeer  some  years  back  into  Hoy,  but,  as  they 
d  not  be  kept  out  of  the  cuUivated  ground  and  were  con- 
lly  swimming  off  to  other  islands,  the  present  proprietor 
had  to  shoot  them  down.     One  stag  in  particular  is  said  to 

■  swum  down  as  far  as  Skail,  and  after  spending  a  fortnight 
0  in  the  old  hunting-grounds  of  the  Jarls,  tlience  called 
iskcrar^,  now  Birsay,  took  soil  again  for  Hoy.     He  is  also 

to  have  once  landed  on  Flotta  and  so  frightened  the 
bitants,  that  some  of  them  took  boat  at  once  for  ScapA, 

rushed  into  Kirkwall  to  announce  the  arrival  on  ihtir 
d  of  the  devil,  horns  and  all. 

eindeer  were  also  tried  some  years  back,  but,  according  to 
ale  Mr.  Heddle,  died  off  the  first  winter  from  the  climate 
igreeing  with  them.  Hares  we  know  to  have  existed  in 
it  days,  as  J.irl  Harald  is  said,  in  one  place  in  the  Saga}  to 

■  been  away  from  home  on  one  of  the  islands  hunting 
i;  and  according  to  Mackaile,  either  the  common  or  tin.- 
niain  hares  were  still  to  be  found  in  Hoy  about  the  coiii- 
cemenl  of  the  seventeenth  century.     The  common  hare, 

an  unsuccessful  attempt  by  .Malcolm  I-iing  the  historian, 
introduced  on  the  Mainland  by  his  brother,  tl:e  translator 
he  Hcimskringla,  and  the  late  Mr.  Baikie  of  Tankerness. 
)t  1830,  and  since   then    has    multiplied    amaiingly,    not 

'  Ork.  Sag.  p.  173- 
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only  on  the  Mainland  but  also  in  Hoy,  Shapinsay,  Rock 
Fxiay,  and  Papa  Westray.  So  cjuickly  did  they  increase.  ?l 
Mr.  Fortcscue  of  Swanbister  started,  about  184S,  a  pack 
harriers,  by  drafts  from  the  Huxwall,  Eamont,  and  Hoik 
and  kept  it  up  for  many  years,  as  narrated  by  "I^nud 
The  mountain,  or  white  hare,  was  introduced  on  the  i 
of  Gairsay  a  few  years  bark,  and  is  said  to  l)C  doin«:  w 
there.  Ground  vermin  of  the  weasel  and  stoat  kind  are  i 
known  in  Orkney.  Rats,  however,  are  abundant,  and  w« 
years  ago,  the  old  black  rat  ( J///J  rattus)  was  still  to  be  iVrtu 
in  South  Ronaldsay,  but  at  the  present  day  it  is  said  to 
extinct  even  there.  Riikie  and  Ileddle  mention,  that  i 
common  rat,  which  had  been  very  numerous  in  Rousar.  se 
denly  disapiKrarcd  some  twelve  years  before  they  wrote.  21 
that  they  did  not  think  they  could  have  escaped  by  sei  < 
account  of  the  strong  tides.  This,  however,  is  not  so  cem 
if  the  statement  which  follows  is  correct.  A  friend  of  ti 
writer  was  told  last  year  by  a  gentleman,  that  in  his  youth  1 
was  standing  with  his  father  on  the  shores  of  Sha|MnsaT.  wh 
thev  suddenlv  became  aware  of  vast  bodies  of  rats  mort 
through  the  grass  to  the  shore,  when  they  deliberately  cntfli 
into  the  Siring  to  swim  over  to  the  Mainland.  Both  tl 
common  and  the  field  mouse  are  said  to  a1)ound«  and  in  Ml 
I '^5 7*  3«4>o  were  killed  at  llousebay  in  Stronsay,  when  tl 
stacks  Were  being  tlire-she<i  out.  According  to  tradiOa 
neither  rat  nor  mou^^e  can  exist  on  the  islets  of  Einhallovtf 
Damisay,  and  liaikie  and  Hedille  say  they  ne%'cr  had  bci 
known  there.  Jo  IJen  said  of  N(»rth  Ronaldsay,  ** nee  ntf 
glires  nee  bufones  hir  cohmt ;  et  si  navis  hie  adduxcrit  giff 
cito  i»ereimt  ^juasi  vcneno." 

The  hamster  is  rejMirted  to  exist  in  South  RonaMuT.  * 
with  the  she irl  tailed  tlelil-mouse,  the  common  shrew  and  tl 
w.iter-s!)rew,  and  the  rabbit,  comprise,  with  the  cxcepooo 
the  <l<»nusii<  ated  animals,  the  more  terrestrial  of  the  0:ca»!i 
manimals.     The  <»tter  is  very  common;  several   were  ki& 

*  I>ixu!t*«  lifl.i  and  Ftrn^  jk  34. 
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•iihin  the  last  year  in  Kirkwall  itself,  havtcig  come  up  into  the 
PecrieSea. 

A  walrus  was  killed  in  Eday  in  1825,  another  seen  in  Hoy 
Sound  in  1817,  and  Professor  Heddle  '  Informed  Mr.  Harvie 
Bfoira  thai  he  had  seen  one,  accompanied  by  a  cub,  on  the 
coast  of  Walls  in  1849  or  1850.  Seals,  as  might  be  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  seaboard,  are  fairly  plentiful  around 
the  Orkneys,  and  are  said  to  be  on  the  increase  again,  having 
pobably  got  over  their  original  dread  of  the  steamboats, 
ihai  are  nowadays  so  constantly  churning  up  the  waters  of 
the  various  sounds  and  friths.  Low  *  si>eaks  of  a  murrain 
btriog  attacked  the  seals  four  years  before  he  wrote,  and 
»ys  ihey  came  ashore  in  quantities  on  the  coasts  of  the 
Orkneys  and  Caithness,  very  much  swelled  though  nothing 
but  skin  and  bone,  and  that  the  Orcadians  of  his  day  used 
ei-ery  year  to  make  trips  to  Suli  Skerry  for  the  purpose  of 
dubbing  the  seals  there.  This  skerry,  and  the  stack  close  to 
it,  on  which  Soland  geese  breed,  though  lying  off  Cape  Wrath, 
and  some  forty  miles  or  so  from  Hoy  Sound,  are  part  of  the 
county  of  Orkney,  and  belong  to  Mr.  Heddle  of  Melsetter. 
According  to  Baikie  and  Heddle,  the  Phoca  Barhala,  great 
bearded  seal,  or  Haaf-Fish  as  the  Shellanders  term  it,  is  a  con 
slant  inhabitant  of  the  Orkneys  ;  and  they  speak  of  the  grey 
wal,  HcUcharus  Griseus,  or  Gryp/nts,  as  if  rare.  Soiithwell  ^ 
ijuotes  Dr.  Brown  as  saying,  "The  grey  seal  has  no  doubt  been 
(re^iuently  confounded  with  other  s|iecies,  ]>articularly  I'lwca 
Bcirbata  and  Phoca  GriEnlandiM.  Sucli  has  heen  undoulitedly 
ibecase,  and  a  specimen  in  the  IJrhish  Museum,  long  regarded 
IS  Phoca  Barbaln.  has  been  referred  to  this  species.  There  is, 
1  believe,  no  sufficient  evidence  ihat  Phota  Barbala  has  ever 
Mcurred  on  the  British  coast."  That  the  grey  seal  must  be 
iiHy  abiinilant  in  the  Orkneys  the  writer  had  ocular  evidence  in 
May  iSSi,  when,  for  ui>wards  of  an  hour,  in  company  with  Dr. 

1  SomhwellN  Scali  and  Whales  of  Briliih  iV.u,  p.  35. 

'  \j.v^%  Fauna,  \-..  17. 

'S.iulhnarb5^a/ifl«rf  iVhuI^s  af  Bnlisk  Si,i:,  p.  z%. 
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Traill,  he  watched  a  herd  of  some  eight  or  more.  i 
than  forty  yards  <>n  Seals  Skerry,  North  Konaldi 
remains  from  the  broch  of  Biirrian  in  that  island  I 
identified  by  Professor  Turner  as  those  of  Haiickaru 
or  GryphuSy  and  the  head  of  a  seal  shot  at  Seals  S 
pronounced  by  Sir  Walter  Klliot,  a  skilled  co 
anatomist,  as  that  of  the  f^rey  seal.  According  to  I 
Heddlc,  s|)ecimens  of  Phoca  Hispida^  the  rough  ! 
l>een  obtained  in  the  islands,  also  one  of  the  (»reer 
the  cranium  of  which  had  Inren  fij^ured  by  Sir  Evera 
They  also  state  that  sj^cimens  of  the  crested  seal 
killed  at  Rousay  and  Pajxi  Westray.  The  Cetacea  a 
represented  in  Orcadian  seas,  from  the  true  whalci 
the  fioqK>ise.  Ikiikie  and  Hcxldle  say  that  Balana  J 
or  the  Greenland  whale,  is  occasionally  seen  around  ti 
and  that  si)ecimens,  generally  diseased,  have  Iwi 
ashore  at  times.  According  to  Southwell,*  this  is 
a  mistake  for  Balitna  Biscay^nsis^  a  shorter  and  m 
animal  than  the  other,  and  one  which  is  alwavs  infc 
iKimacles,  from  which  the  (vreenland  whale  is  free.  5 
(»f  the  High-Finned  Cachalot,  Physeter  Tursio ;  of  1 
fieaded  Cachalot,  or  Sinrrmaceti  Whale,  Physeter  M 
the  Shari>-l'ip|H'd  Whale,  Balitnoptera  Boops^  and  of  tl 
less  Whale,  Aodon  DaUi,  have,  according  to  Baikie  an< 
been  obtained  in  the  islands.  The  Pinner,  as  it  is  alw 
in  the  north,  or  the  Round-Lip|K'd  Whale,  Baiamopterm 
is  the  most  common  of  the  larger  eeiacem  amc 
Orkneys.  Very  large  whales  have  been  from  tinn 
re|X)rted  in  the  press  as  being  driven  on  shofv,  b 
probably,  to  there  l>eing  no  one  capable  of  idenlifyin 
s|)ecies  they  Ixrlong,  it  is  rarely  stated  what  kind  of  % 
were.  Thus  in  1858  *  a  whale  se>-enty-fivc  feet  long  \ 
dead  olT  Shapinsay  and  sold  for  ^'^a  Oocasioni 
curious  incidents  (xxur  ;  thus  somewhere  about  1S60 

>  Southwell's  Stah  and  1%'kaUs^  p.  61  tt  i#f. 
*  AiMdmemi  CoiUctt9ns,  > 
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indcd  amongst  Ihe  Pentland  Skerries,  and,  as  (he  spot  il 
round  on  was  not  convenient  for  flinching,  the  would-be 
s  proceeded  lo  tow  it  off,  when  the  whale,  who  had 
laying  possum,  immediately  gave  them   fin-bail      An 

identical  case  occurred  at  Ixinghope  on  the  34th  of 

1881,  when  a  whale,  said  to  have  been  about  sixty  feet 
h,  got  ashore  at  the  head  of  the  bay  on  Salt  Ness  close 
Melsetter,  The  whale  was  sup(>osed  to  have  been 
nd  a  "fit-each"  driven  to  the  hilt  in  its  forehead. 
was  then  made  fast  to  the  tail,  and  they  proceeded  lo 
iff,  when,  after  cutting  across  the  bay  once  or  twice,  il 
way  at  a  good  eight  knots  an  hour  out  of  the  sound. 
e  wa.s  a  danger  of  the  boat  being  towed  under  they'had 
and  master  whale  went  away  with  the  "fit-each"  slill 

in  him.  Another,  and  this  time  successful,  attempt 
ire  a  Ca'ing  Whale  or  Bottle  Nose,  of  which  species  more 
jr,  was  made  at  Herston,  in  Widewall  Bay,  South  Ronald- 
ly  last  December.  Mr.  Linklater,  the  innkeeper  there, 
ig  a  bottle-nose  aground  under  his  house,  to  make  sure  of 
vith  a  knife  a  large  hole  it  its  head,  in  which  lie  fixed  the 
'  an  anchor,  made  fast  to  the  shore  by  an  iron  chain  ; 
the  whale  seemed  likely  in  its  flurries  to  break  away,  he 
mother  anchor  in  its  blow-hole.  The  papers  were  full 
cars  back  of  the  fight  between  threshers  and  swordfish 
i'hale,  witnessed  by  the  Marquis  of  Lome  from  one  of 
m  steamers  on  his  road  home,  A  similar  incident  was, 
tmber,  i860,  witnessed  by  Gavin  Mowat '  and  his  crew, 
shing  some  siv  miles  east  of  Ihe  Noup  Head  of  Wcstrny. 
hale,  one  of  the  kind  locally  called  herring  hogs,  on 
Ulacked  by  the  swordfish,  which  struck  "its  lethal 
1  into  the  whale's  body  just  behind  the  large  fin,"  leaped 
t  out  of  the  water.  The  thresher  kept  striking  the 
)n  both  sides  in  the  middle. 

Ddphhiida  are  \ery  common  in  Orcadian  waters,  though 
tly  not  to  so  great  an  extent  as  on  the  Shetland  coast 
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The  Common  Porpoise,  Delphinus  Phocana^  may  oA 
turning  over  like  a  London  Arab  doing  a  Catharine  i 
the  Grampus,  or  Killer,  Delphinus  Orea^  the  most  ft 
all  cetacea^  is  not  uncommon,  and  is  dreaded  by  the 
If  the  grampus  of  the  Atlantic  is  at  all  like  Ki 
western  coasts  of  North  America  the  fishermen 
reason  to  dread  them.  Scammon  ^  speaks  of  the  Pa 
— N.B.,  this  is  not  a  goak — attacking  the  largest  hoi 
in  packs  of  three  or  four,  and  of  their  having  act 
a  large  whale,  which  had  been  slain,  from  its  captor 
says  that  one  has  been  known  to  swallow  four  porpois 
that  another  was  killed  that,  although  it  was  only 
length,  had  thirteen  porpoises  and  fourteen  seals 
Heavens,  what  a  swallow  1  The  \\Tiite-Sided  Do 
phinus  AcutuSf  is,  according  to  the  late  Dr.  Duguid,^ 
but  rarely  secured,  though  twenty  were  landed  at  ii 
2ist  August,  1858. 

The  Cetacean  of  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  he 
excellence^    is    the   Ca'ing  Whale,  the  Delphinus  i 
Scoresby,  and  the  Grind  VVhale  of  the  Faroes. 
'*  ca'ing  "  is  applied  from  the  drinng  or  herding  pro4 
its  capture,  and  is  the  same  word  as  '*kaing,*'  whid 
in  Shetland  to  driving  the  sheep  into  the  cri  for  los 
ing.      The  name  Delphinus   Dedudor^   the  best 
technical  names  applied  to  these  marine  sheep,  is 
the  habit  of  the  herd  to  follow  the  old  bull  as  she< 
wether.      Large  numbers  have  been  killed  at  a 
whale-hunt  is  termed  in  the  Faroes.      In  1861, 
eighteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length,  were  slain   at 
Rousay,  which   realised   ^260.     Seven   hundred 
Pierowall  Bay  in  1865,  and  three  hundred  were  < 
Linga  Sound,  Stronsay,  a  few  years  back.     They, 
always  nm  up  wind,  and.  if  only  the  leader  is  onoe 
rest  follow  as  a  matter  of  course. 

*  Scammon's  Mamni'lia^  *S^.,  p.  91. 
^  Southwell's  SmIs^  «5^.,  p.  125. 
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An  acquaintance  of  the  writer  was  "  in  at  the  death "  of 
(JO  ca'ing  whales  in  Thorshaven  Harbour  on  September  the 
7th,  1879,  and  wrote  a  very  graphic  description  of  the  whole 
pind,  which  appeared  in  The  Fieid  of  December  20th  the  same 
par,  Southwell  remarks  that  these  Cetaceans  are  easily  killed 
iith  a  rifle  bullet  in  the  throat.  An  instance  in  proof  of  this 
occuired  in  Linga  Sound,  Stronsay,  in  May,  1881,  when 
Mr.  Sinclair,  of  Ariegarth,  shot  one  from  a  boat ;  another  was 
dioi  on  the  i8th  of  February.  1879,  by  Mr.  Heddle,  of 
Ltrwick,  whilst  strolling,  with  his  rifle,  round  the  Ness  of 
Sound,  when,  after  being  shot,  the  whale  was  good  enough 
to  tun  itself  ashore,  which  saved  retrieving. 

\i  the  list  of  Orcadian  Mammalia,  excluding  the  Seals,  the 
ffslnises,  and  the  Cetaceans,  is  a  very  restricted  one,  the  omi- 
ihology  of  the  islands  is  very  varied,  embracing  according  to 
Dr.  Clouston  no  less  than  236  species.  All  the  Falconid<r 
induded  by  Macgillivray  in  his  Rapacious  Birds  of  Britain, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Rough-Legged  Buzzard,  the  Bee 
Hawk,  and  the  Orange-lcggcd  Falcon,  have  been  killed  or 
obser\'ed  in  the  islands.  The  Golden  Eagle  was  at  one  lime 
by  BO  means  uncommon.  Wallace  lulls  a  story  of  one  John 
Kiy  who,  as  a  child,  was  carried  away  by  one  of  these  birds. 
Eolh  the  Golden  Eagle  and  the  White-Tailed  Sea-Eagle,  thanks 
to  the  egg-collecting  mania,  no  longer  breed  in  the  Orkneys, 
Filly  years  ago  the  Erne,  as  the  White-tailed  Eagle  is  called  in 
tbi;  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  bred  on  the  Red  Head  of  IMay, 
Costa  Head  in  Birsay — White  Breast,  Dwartie  Hamars,  (he 
Old  Man,  Berry  Head,  and  Braebrongli  in  Hoy ;  and  in  South 
itonaldsay.  The  Golden  Eagle  appears  to  have  bred  only  at 
llie  Sneug,  some  other  rock  to  the  west  of  it,  the  Meadow  of 
iHtKaim,  and  the  Dwarfie  Hamars,  in  Hoy.  How  numerous 
Ae  eaylcs  must  have  been  in  the  Orkneys  in  former  times  is 
•Wn  by  the  numerous  references  to  them  in  the  Old  Country 
Aos. 

Mr.  Forbes,  formerly  parochial  schoolmaster  at  St.  Margaret's 
%e,  and  uho  is  still  alive,  supplied  Macgillivray  with  a  good 
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many  of  his  data  and  facts  concerning  the  eagles  in  Lr< 
Orkneys.  Amongst  other  incidents,  he  mentioned*  that  i 
hawk  (i)robably  a  Goshawk),  had  suddenly  launched  oat  tron 
the  Black  Craig  near  Strom  ncss,  and  struck  an  eagle,  whei 
both  birds  fell  in  the  sea  and  were  picked  up  by  some  (leopli 
who  were  fishing  in  a  boat  close  by.  A  clergyman  *  in  Hot  sai 
an  eagle  flying  away  with  a  young  gnmter  four  weeks  old 
Sucking  ^  pig  seems  to  have  l)een  a  special  weakness  of  nusie 
Erne,  as  one  flying  over  H array  with  a  hen  in  its  talons,  droppa 
the  hen  to  make  a  grab  at  one  of  a  litter  of  pigs  it  espied 
The  sow,  however,  beat  off"  the  Erne,  which  after  all  had  t 
fly  home  emi)ty-clawed,  as  the  hen  in  the  meantime  ha 
escaped  into  the  house.  At  that  time  (before  1836),  pe 
styes  were  made  on  the  hills  in  a  conical  beehive  fonD  ( 
turf,  with  a  hole  on  the  top.  A  pig*  had  by  some  melt 
l)een  left  to  die  from  hunger  in  one  of  these  styes,  when  i 
eagle  flying  overhead,  espying  the  carcass,  immediately  M 
for  it,  and  gorged  himself  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  ciqgi 
red -clawed. 

Of  the  other  Faiconida,  liaikie  and  Heddle  mentiun  li 
Peregrine,  the  Merlin,  the  Sparrow  Hawk,  and  the  Hen  Hun 
as  common,  esi)ecially  the  three  last  named.  According  t 
I>ow,^  Copinsay  supplied,  in  his  day,  the  King's  Falconer  wH 
Peregrines  for  which  he  paid  iwit  shillings  a  ncsL  In  tl 
Register  of  the  Privy  Council  for  Scotland,  \t)l.  ii.  p.  611,  ill 
entry  of  the  15th  of  May,  1577,  which  shows  that  the  iw 
falconer  was  looked  u(x>n  at  that  day,  as  the  Dog-T^x  Mi 
was  a  few  years  back  in  Foula.  It  runs  **  Anent  HiDa 
and  after  reciting  that  His  Majesty's  Falconer  had  bcc 
evil  handled  in  Orkney  and  Shetland,  it  was  ordered  ilu 
no  one  in  those  isles  should  reserve  the  hawks,  but  prcwki 
entertainment  for  and  show  ever)*  assistance  to  the  HjH 
Falconer. 

*  MAC^llivr.w-  KiifsJiiifus  /»iV.;';  cf  PrUain^  p|i.  72,  73 
^  /*i,/,w.  p.  73.  >  If^Urm. 

*  /HMm,  p.  74.  ^   I>)w's  Ttntr^  p.  4  J 
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Of  the  Strigida :  the  Eagle  Owl,  Bubo  Maximm,  the 
Long-eared  Owl,  0/us  Vulgaris,  the  Short-eared  Owl,  Ottn 
Braihyetus,  the  Barn  Owl,  Sirix  Flmnmta,  the  Tawriy  Owl, 
tMa  Striduia,  the  Snowy  Owl,  Syrnia  Nyctea,  and  the 
Ijllle  Owl,  Nodtta  Passtrina,  have  all,  it  is  said,  been  seen 
ifl  Oifccey.  The  short-eared  owl  is  the  commonest,  the  eagle 
5"!,  white  or  bam  owl,  and  the  tawny  owl,  were  all,  when 
Eaikie  and  Heddle  wTote,  supposed  to  breed  in  the  islands, 
3UI  were  far  from  common.  The  others  have  only  been 
3odced  as  rare  visitors. 

Of  the  Corvida;  in  former  years,  only  the  Raven  and  Royston 
"ro*  were  at  all  numerous ;  and  the  Rook,  when  Baikie  and 
Haidle  wrote,  was  only  an  occasional  visitor.  Within  the  last 
Itw  years  the  rooks,  having  been  evicted  in  Caithness,  have 
iiarted  three  large  colonies  in  Orkney,  at  Muddisdale,  in  the 
^dens  in  Kirkwall,  and  at  Tankerness  Hall.  To  Kuch  an 
iiient  did  they  swarm  in  Kirkwall  last  year,  that  they  became 
1  perfect  nuisance,  because  of  their  everlasting  cawing  and  their 
iiopping  propensities.  Jackdaws  though  not  numerous  arc 
aid  to  be  on  the  increase.  The  Orcadian  bird,  however,  is 
the  Stading,  which  simply  swarms,  occasionally  taking  posses- 
sion of  pigeon  cots  to  the  exclusion  of  the  lawful  owners.  The 
number  said  to  have  been  killed  in  a  pigeon-house  at  Holland, 


be  m  of 

oc  O  J  is 

''■*  most  numerous ;  the  Blackbird  is  said  to  be  mucli  more 
'TOimon  than  it  was;  the  Fieldfare  a  regular  winter  visitant  in 
^e  numbers;  the  Redwing  chiefly  in  autumn;  the  Ring- 
Ouid  and  Missel  Thrush  very  rare.      Of  the  Silviadie ;  the 
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Golden-Crested  Regulus  numerous  in  winter ;  the  I 
breast  not  very  numerous.  The  Wheatears  iairij  n 
summer ;  Hedge  Accentor  or  Hedge  S[)arrow,  Reds 
Redstart,  Stonechat,  Black-Cap,  Willow  Warbler,  \ 
Petty  Chaps  occasional,  or  very  rare.  Of  the  A 
one  s]>ecimen  of  the  Blue  Tit  has  been  observe 
Afotacillidit ;  the  Pied  Wagtail  numerous;  the  Gi 
and  the  Yellow  Wagtail  rare.  Of  the  Anthida  ; 
abundant ;  Meadow  Pipit  common ;  Tree  Pipit 
Of  the  Alaudida ;  only  the  Skylark,  which  is  very 
Of  the  Emberizida;  the  Common  Bunting  and 
Bunting  very  plentiful,  though  the  latter  bin!  only 
the  Black-headed  Bunting  and  Yellow  Bunting  rai 
Frin^llida ;  House  Sparrow,  I..esser  Redpole,  and 
Linnet  very  common  all  the  year  round  ;  Chaffii 
Finch,  and  Common  Linnet  autumn  and  winte 
The  Mountain  Finch,  Baikie  and  Heddle  thought 
frequent  winter  visitor  though  it  had  only  once  1 
when  they  wrote  ;  Common  Crossbills  occasionally 
winter ;  Bullfinch,  only  one  specimen  had  been  oht 
the  Picida  ;  the  Green  Woodpecker,  the  Great  Spo 
pecker,  the  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  VCrfVA 
been  obser\'ed  but  very  rare.  Of  the  Ctrthiada;  th 
Wren  is  common  ;  Common  Creeper  occasional ; 
beautiful  Hoopoe  several  specimens  have  been  obt 
the  CuadidiJt ;  only  the  Cuckoo,  and  only  apparent! 
localities.  Of  the  Aferopidit ;  several  specimens  of 
ful  Roller  have  been  got.  Of  the  Hirundinida  ;  th 
Swallow,  the  House  Martin,  and  the  Sand  Mai 
visitors  but  ap(>arently  confined  to  particular  loa 
Common  Swift  occasional.  Of  the  CapHmulgL 
Nightjars  have  l)een  obtained.  Of  the  Coiumindit : 
Pif^eon  or  Blue  Rock  is  very  abundant  all  along 
coast-line,  and  shooting  them  from  a  boat  as  they 
greased  lightning  out  of  the  caves  is  a  \'ery  difiere 
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fitting  them  from  a  trap ;  the  Ring  Dove  or  Wood  Pigeon 
iinnwly  rare  now  breeds  regularly  at  Muddisdale  and  in 
Skpinsay  -,  one  Turtle  Dove  is  recorded  by  Baikie  and  HecJdle 
Bhavebcen  seen  when  they  wrote,  and  one  is  said  to  have 
been  since  observed.  The  Red  Grouse  are  the  only  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Tctraonidce  in  Orkney  at  the  present  day, 
and,  as  they  did  in  former  years  in  Caithness,  lie  well  to  dogs 
in  October  and  November,  Grouse  disease  has  never  been 
kutmn  in  Orkney,  and  the  birds,  which  are  lighter  in  colour  than 
OQ  the  Mainland,  are  said  to  weigh  more  than,  or  as  much  as, 
uy  grouse  in  Scotland.  Ptarmigan  existed  in  Hoy  till  about  the 
yor  1825,  and  are  said  to  have  been  exterminated  by  the 
tfficers  engaged  on  the  Trigonometrical  Survey.  Partridges, 
which  are  abundant  in  Caithness,  have  been  introduced  over 
and  over  again,  from  before  Low's  time  down  to  the  present 
<ii)',  but  though  they  sometimes  seem  to  thrive  for  a  time,  they 
always  die  off  in  the  end.  Whether  it  is  the  want  of  hedges 
and  cover  generally  that  prevents  their  taking  lo  the  soil,  or 
"helher  some  subtle  climate  influence  is  the  obstacle  no  one 
seems  able  lo  tell.  To  all  outward  appearances  many  of  the 
^s  look  the  perfection  of  partridge  ground.  Two  Quail  are 
reported  to  have  been  killed  in  Orkney,  one  in  Sanday  in  1833, 
and  one  at  Papdale  in  1854,  and  about  1876  a  Great  Bustard 
WIS  shot  in  Stronsay.  Of  the  Ckaradriida  ;  Golden  Plover  are 
very  abundant  in  winter,  and  a  few  remain  to  breed,  though  not 
in  the  numbers  they  do  in  Shetland-  Dotterel  Plover,  that 
invaluable  bird  to  the  fly-dresser,  seems  not  uncommon  at 
times  in  the  Orkneys,  though  only  one  specimen  has  been 
obtained  in  Shetland.  The  Ringed  Plover  or  S(i'id  Lark 
3nd  the  Oyster  Catcher  or  Sceolder  are  very  common,  the 
Turnstone  is  a  regular  winter  visitor,  and  the  Grey  Plover  and 
^derling  are  occasionally  seen  in  winter.  Of  the  Griiidie  ; 
'he  Common  Heron  is  very  abundant  all  the  year  round 
iraongst  the  Southern  Isles,  and  may  be  seen  at  times  in  very 
^e  flocks  on  the  island  of  Hunda  and  on  the  Lochs  of 


ai6  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

Stenness  and  Harray ;  and  specimens  of  the  Little  Bi 
White  Stork,  and  the  White  Spoonbill  have  been 
Of  the  Scolopadda ;  Snipe,  formerly  very  abundant, 
to  have  been  decreasing  of  late  years.    Jack  snipe  a 
be  fairly  abundant  in  winter.     Woodcock  are  found 
Rousay  and  Hoy,  though  they  are  spread  more  s] 
over  the  islands.     The  Curlew  or  Whaup^  is  commc 
year  round,  the  Whimbrel  during  the  breeding  seas 
Redshank  and  Dunlin  are  indigenous.    The  Comix 
piper,  the  Greenshank,  the  Black-tailed  Godwit,  and  t 
Sandpiper  are  more  or  less  rare  winter  visitors.     1 
that  puzzle  to   the  naturalist  as  to  where  it  does 
occasionally  seen  in  large  flocks,  and  the  beautiful 
times  very  abundant  for  so  rare  a  bird.    Of  the  Raiiu 
Rails,  Water  Rails,   and  Water  Hens  are  all  moi 
numerous  throughout  the  islands.      Of  the  La^^a 
Common  Coot  breeds  in  several  places,  and  both 
Phalarope  and  the  Red-necked  Phalarope,  are  said 
in  the  islands.     As  might  be  expected,  the  Orkneys  9 
water  fowl     Of  the  Anatida ;  the  Grey  Lag  Goose, 
Goose,  the  White-fronted  Goose,  the  Bemide  Goos< 
Brent  Goose,  are  all  visitors,  of  which  the  first  and  th 
are  the  most  abundant 

The  old  superstition  was  that  the  Bemide  was  ha 
of  barnacle  shells.  Mackaile  says  that  the  'islands 
with  wildfowl,  "  geise  of  several  sorts,  and  particular 
(another  name  for  the  Bemide)  geise,  which  come 
the  end  of  harvest,  and  go  away  immediatdy  before  tl 
yet  Monteith  of  Egilshay  informed  me,  that  one  yea 
hatch  their  eggs  in  his  Holme,  which  confirmed  i 
unbelieving  that  these  geise  are  generate  out  of  trees 
in  Hudibras^  has  a  rather  muddled  reference  to  th< 
shell  theory, — 

*'  As  barnacles  turn  sohncl  jj^eeie 
In  th'  inlands  of  the  Orades." 
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TbcHoogter,  or  Whistling  Svfan,  is  very  common  some  winters, 
"retal  were  shot  in  RousAy  and  other  parts  during  the  winter 
of  i88i-8j,  and  a  flock  njinained  all  the  winter  through  on 
1  snail  loch  in  North  Ronaldsay,  owing  their  immunity  from 
tod  to  Dr.  Traill  forbidding  their  being  disturbed. 

Amongst  the  Ducks ;  the  Shioldrake  or  Burrow  Duck,  the 
Mallard,  and  the  Teal,  all  breed  in  the  islands,  whilst  the  Pin- 
tail and  Wigeon  are  common  in  winter,  and  the  Common 
Shoveller,  the  Gadwall,  the  Garganey,  arc  rare  visitors.  Of 
lit  Scaup  Ducks  ;  the  Eider  or  Dunter  is  common,  and  breeds 
inthei^nds,  the  three  Scoters,  the  two  Scaup  Ducks,  the  Long- 
lailed  Ice  Duck,  and  the  Golden  Eye  are  regular  winter  visitors. 
Of  the  Mergansers  ;  the  Red- Breasted  Merganser  remains  all 
rtieyear  through,  and  the  Goosander  is  only  seen  in  the  winter. 
Ciiymbida ;  of  the  Grebes,  the  Little  Grebe  is  indigenous,  as 
ilso  the  Sclavonian  Grebe,  whilst  the  Red-necked  Grebe  is  a 
»imer  visitor.  Of  the  Loons ;  the  Red-throated  Diver  or 
Hm-Gcese  is  common,  and  breeds ;  the  Great  Northern  Diver 
is  common,  but  whether  it  breeds  is  uncertain,  and  the  Ulack- 
ihtoaied  Diver  not  uncommon.  Many  small  tarns  or  lochs  up 
lA  the  hills  in  both  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland  arc  known  as 
Iwmie  S/iuns,  from  being  the  breeding- places  of  the  Red- 
'Wted  Diver.  Of  the  Akadie  ,■  the  Common  Guillemot,  tho 
Black  Guillemot  or  7ys/u,  and  the  R.azor  liil!  breed  and 
remain  all  the  year,  the  Puffin,  or  Tammy  Norit,  breeds,  but 
leaves  for  the  winter,  and  the  Little  Auk  is  only  seen  in  the 
•inter.  Of  the  Pdicanidte ;  the  Soland  Goose  breeds  on  the 
^tack  near  Suli  Skerry,  and  is  generally  to  be  seen  in  the 
«un(ls  and  firths,  and  both  Cormorants  are  common.  Laridie ; 
of  the  Terns  the  Common,  the  Arctic,  and  tho  LilUe  Tern 
"e  all  visitors,  and  of  the  Gulls  the  Small  Black-headed  or 
is'di  Ridibundui,  the  KittiwaJfc,  the  Common  or  Ltirm  Caniis, 
'^■t  Lesser  Black-backed  or  Larus  Fitsais,  the  Herring  or 
^m  Argenlatiis,  and  the  Great  Black-backed  or  Larus 
•'^larinus,  are  all  more   or  less   common,  and   specimens  of 
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the  Ivory,  Iceland,  and  Glaucous  Gulls  have  been  ki 
the  isbnds.  Richardson's  Skua  breeds  in  Widls  and 
and,  it  may  be,  other  places,  and  does  a  deal  of  harm 
young  broods  of  grouse.  The  Manx  Shearwater  or  Lyrt 
in  Walls,  Westray,  and  Pafxi  Westray,  and  the  prett 
Mother  Carey's  Chicken  or  Stormy  Petrel  nests  in 
places. 


0  CHAPTER  XVI. 

NOTES    ON    THE    FLORA  OF  THE   ORKNEYS. 


The  Flora  of  the  Orkneys,  though  particularly  interesting  in 
^veial  rcspcclEj  is  by  no  means  rich,  and  offers  small  atlrac- 
■■ons  to  any  one  save  the  botanist,  being  deficient  in  ferns,  and 
"rter  popular  plants. 

There  are  sixteen  different  species  of  ferns  in  the  islands, 
Wildes  varieties,  and  one  or  two  more  reported,  and  possibly 
''lit  with  one  exception,  namely,  a  variety  of  adder's  tongue, 
"one  are  rare  in  other  parts  of  Scotland.  Among  the  least 
common  may  bu  mentioned  /V.  jiEmu/um,  with  its  crisp  curling 
'fonds  and  hay-like  scent,  nestling  among  rocks  and  heather, 
'"  sheltered  nooks  by  the  sea-shore  ;  also  N.  Unilaterak  (Filmy 
'^ni|,  in  Hoy.  A.  Mariniim  {Sea  spleenworl)  is  found  wherever 
sei-diffs  or  caves  suit  its  taste.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
'^^"levterminalion  mania — that  is  the  insane  desire  to  dig  up 
'^'fO'  rare  fern  as  soon  as  found — is  extending  to  the  Orkneys. 
The  Orkneys,  however,  can  boast  of  one  or  two  plants 
^^  yet  found  hardly  anywhere  else  in  the  British  Islands, 
^-  i'alcafum,  var.  Amiiguam,  was  for  many  years  known  only 
"1  !he  Orkneys,  but  has  lately  been  discovered  in  Wales  ;  and 
-  Po}ycarpa  (Horned  pond-weed)  was  for  some  time  confined 
'he  Loch  of  Kirbuster,  but  has  recently  been  found  in 
Carex  Fulva,  var.  Skrilis,  (a  Sedge)  is  now  only  found 
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in  Orphir,  though  formerly  reported  from  Yor 
only  Scotch  locality  for  Ruppia  Spiralis^  is  the  Loc 
while  a  new  variety  of  Ruppia  Rosteliata  (var.  nan 
in  1880,  in  the  Oyce,  Firth,  by  Dr.  Hoswell. 

The  scarcity  of  trees  in  the  Orkneys  being  t« 
is  worthy  of  remark  that  Birch,  Ha/el,  Mount 
Quaking  Poplar,  are  found  indigenous  in  sev 
Hoy,  while  the  Poplar,  along  with  Honeysuckle, 
Hobbister  cliffs,  and  several  other  localities.  It  i 
at  one  time  the  islands  were  more  or  less  woodc 
in  the  more  sheltered  situations,  Ha/cl-nuts,  ar 
trees,  being  frequently  found  in  the  peat. 

At  present  about  385  species  of  flowering-pla 
are  known  in  the  Orkneys  (not  including  varieti 
either  indigenous  or  thoroughly  naturalised,  an< 
are  reiK)rted  but  require  confirmation.  Several  sp< 
in  Scotland  and  extending  to  the  Orkneys,  are  exti 
occurring,  (KThaps,  in  only  one  or  two  localities. 

As  a  complete  ^'  Florula  Orcadensis*'  would 
ticularly  interesting  to  the  majority  of  readers,  in 
list  only  the  rarer  Hritish  plants  will  be  menti< 
avoid  error,  only  those  plants  will  be  given  whi< 
verified  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Hoswell,  the  editor  of  the 
of  Eni^lish  Botany^  who  has  thoroughly  investigs 
of  the  islands : — 

Thalictrum  Alpinum  ....  Hills  of  Hoy  ;  C 

Rousay, 

Draba  Incana Hoy  Hill, 

Silene  Acaulis Hoy  Hill :  Fifty  1 

S|>ergularia  Marginata    .    .    .  IVauk  Mill  Bay 

Dryas  Octopetala Hoy  HilL 

Circxa  Alpina Orphir  ;  Hoy  :  I 

Saxifraga  Oppositifolia   .    .    .  Hoy  Hill, 

M >'riophyllum  Spicatum     .    .  Bridgtof  Brogah 

Ugusticum  Scoticum  ...    *  Sea  dijffs. 
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Galium  Sylvestie    .    . 

Swssurea  Alpina    ,    . 

Hteradum  Anglicum  . 

„        Iricum  .    . 

„  Sttictum  . 
Lobelia  Dortmantia  . 
Jaaone  Montana  .  . 
TjEdnium  Uliginosum 
AttioEtaphylos  Alpina 

,1  Uva  Ursi 

Utselemia  Proctimbens 
PpolaRotundifolia  .  . 
Stachj-s  Ambigua  ,  .  . 
Ajugi  Pyramidalis  .  .  . 
Menensia  Maritima    .    . 

frinmh  Officinalis  .  .  . 
Primula  Scotica      ,    .    . 


„         „      var.  Acaulis 
fisyria  Reneformis 
^jIk  Phylicifolia     , 

"  Nigricans  . 
Salix  anibigua  .  , 
HaUaria  Viridis 
]ii!iip;;ms  Nana  .  , 
■■■P^ganium  Affine 
foiamogeion  Niten 

.,  Pectinatus 

Filifomiis 

^-annichellia  Polycarpa  . 
''"I'pia  Spiralis  .... 


Hoy  HiU. 
Hoy  Hill. 

Hoy  Hill ;  Scapa. 

Ditto  ;      ditto  ;    and    Pegai, 

Walls. 
Hobbister  ;  Pegal  Bum. 
Walls  ;  Rousay. 
Eday  ;  North  Ronaldnav. 
IVails  ;  Hvy  Hill. 
Summits  of  hills,  Hoy ;  Walls: 

Rousay. 
Hoy. 

Hoy  HUl. 
Rousay. 

Cultivated  fields. 
Hoy  :  and  Orjihir. 
Sandy    shores,    Scapa ;  South 

Ronaldsay. 
Hoy  ;  and  Evie  only. 
Stromness  ;  Orphir  ;  Sanday  ; 

Rousay;    Westray ;   Shapin- 

say ;    Walls,  tS^'C. 
Stones  of  Stenriess. 
Hoy. 

Sides  of  streams  and  lochs. 
Ditto,  but  scarce. 
Grassy  banks,  with  S.  Repo/s. 
Afainland ;  Rousay. 
Hoy. 

Hoy  ;  Mainland. 
Loch  of  Staincss. 
Ditto;    and    Loch 

buster. 
Brid'^c  of  Jh-o^^ii: 
Loih  of  Kirbnstc. 
Loch  of  .'ilinncss. 
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Ruppia  Rostellata Orphir. 

„  „       var.  Nana    .  Oyce  FirHu 

Scilla  Vcma Grassy  banks  by  stn 

by  the  sea-short, 

Blysmus  Rufus Wauk  Mill  Bay,  Or^ 

Carex  Fulva,  var.  Sterilis    •  .  Sii'anbisttr ;  AVrrrrw 

Trilicum  Acutum Stuifa  .  //oxa  JimJts  , 

Elymus  Arenarius Ifoxa  links  :  Jiclm 

Hoy. 

Aspidium  Lonchitis    ....  Hoy, 

Ophioglossum  Vulgatum,  var.  Orphir ,-  Calf  of  Flot 

Ambiguam  .    .  •    ....  LittU  ;  Hunda  .  «. 

Lycopodium  Annotinum    .    .  Hoy  Hill, 


CHAPTER  XVII, 

™E  OSKNEV?. — KIRKWALL  AND   THE    EAST    MAINLAND. 

"  Then,  from  his  seat,  with  lofty  air. 
Rose  Harold,  bard  of  brave  St,  Clair  ; 
St.  Clair,  who,  fea-iting  high  al  Home, 
Had  with  that  lord  to  battle  come. 
Harold  was  born  where  restless  seas 
Howl  round  the  storm-swept  Orcades  ; 
Where  erst  St.  Clalrs  bore  princely  sway 
O'er  isle  and  islcl,  strait  and  bay  ; — 
Still  nods  (heir  palace  to  its  fall, 
Thy  prirle  and  sorrow,  fair  Kirkwall  !— 
Thence  oft  he  mark'd  fierce  Fentland  rave. 
As  if  grim  Odin  rode  her  wave  ; 
And  walchM,  the  whil-1,  with  visage  pale. 
And  throbbing  heart,  the  struggling  sail  ; 
For  all  of  wonderful  and  wild 
Had  rapture  for  the  lonely  child. 

"  .^nd  much  nf  wild  and  wonderful 
In  these  rude  isles  might  fancy  cull ; 
For  thither  came,  in  times  afar. 
Stem  Lochlin's  sons  of  roving  war  ; 
Tlie  Norsemen,  train'd  to  siioil  and  blooit, 
Hkill'd  to  preimrc  the  raven's  food  ; 
Kings  of  the  main  their  leaders  brave. 
Their  harks  the  dragons  of  the  wave. 
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And  there,  in  numy  a  stormy  vale. 
The  Scald  had  told  his  wondroiu  tale  ; 
Aii'i  many  a  Runic  column  high 
Had  witnessed  tj^rim  idolatry." 

Lay  of  tht  Last  Mmsirel,  fan!-  VI 

There  are  three  routes  by  which  the  traveller  from  ^-^ 
modem  liabylon  can  reach  the  Orkneys,  and  Saga  in  haai 
wander  over  the  ground  rich  in  the  memories  of  Sigurd  the 
Stout,  the  Great  Jarl  Thorfinn,  the  Sainted  Magnus,  Rc^^ilu 
the  Rhymer,  Swein  the  Viking,  and  William  the  Old,  6n 
Bishof)  of  the  (Orkneys. 

By  the  first  he  can  take  the  train  for  I  jveqxx)!,  then  emlork 
on  one  of  Messrs.  Langlands'  steamers,  and,  after  caliiiu 
on  his  way  at  Olian,  and  Stomoway,  over  which  bttcr  pUcc 
hangs  the  glamour  of  Slieila  the  Artless,  the  child  of  lurjrc. 
reach  Stromncss,  having  sj>ent  two  nights  and  the  better  parto! 
three  days  on  the  voyage. 

By  the  second  he  can,  during  the  summer  month^s  leav-^ 
Ix)nd()n  by  the  Scotch  night-mail  for  Thurso,  reach  Kirkwxi 
shortly  after  midnight  on  the  foUowing  day. 

The  sail  from  S<  rabster,  the  harlnnir  of  Thurso,  to  Scj:a 
in  anything  like  fme  weather,  and  in  the  weird  twilight  o:  * 
June  or  July  night,  is  a  very  beautiful  one,  but  the  railw 
journey  is  nearly  twenty-four  hour>  in  length. 

The  third,  and  most  comfortable  one  of  the  three  inamiH* 
like  decent  weather,  is  by  rail  to  Leith  or  Aberdeen,  andthciKt 
by  the  steamers  which,  from  the  ist  of  May  to  the  l$t  ^' 
October,  convey  the  mails  three  times  a  week  from  Abenkes 
to  Shetland.  The  Monday's  lM)at,  after  leaving  Abefdc* 
[»ro<  eed^  to  Str«)nineNS,  then<  e  to  .Salloway,  and  from  thtf 
]»la<e  <»nce  a  fortnight  or  weekly  uj»  the  west  side  of  Shetb»i" 
This  trii».  ft»r  tlm^e  who  can  only  alVurd  the  time  to  run  q**^ 
Shetland  an* I  luck,  is  much  the  l>est  of  the  three,  a^  it  cnii^ 
them  to  see  all,  or  nearlv  all,  of  the  finest  coast  sccnen"  oi  bot-* 
t::e  ()rkne\^  .md  Shetland. 

1  lie  \Ve»!neMlay's  Injat  from  AlK*rdeen  proceeds  d^ect  '- 
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•*'tkw3ll,  thence  to  Lerwick.  The  Friday's  steamer,  on  her 
**y  lo  Lerwick,  calls  at  Wick  as  well  as  at  Kirkwall. 
leaving  Leilh  early  in  the  morning,  you  are  in  the  Orkneys, 
I  Kibe  at  Stromness  or  Kirkwall,  the  next  morning,  and  in 
'  Scalloway  or  Lerwick  the  following  evening,  or  aflemoon  it  may 
be,  under  favourable  conditions.  Here  it  may  be  as  well  lo 
ioggest,  to  the  intending  traveller  lo  Ibe  Orkneys  and  Shetland, 
IIk  advisablencss  of  taking  good  warm  underclothing  and  a 
|ood  thick  ulster  or  pea-jacket  for  steamer  and  boat  work,  as 
nonhem  sea  breezes,  if  bracing,  are  occasionally  very  keen, 
wen  in  the  height  of  summer,  es]iecially  afler  sundown.  This 
sugjestion  may  seem  absurd,  hut  the  writer  has  seen  many 
touriils  shivering  in  thin  serge  suits  and  overcoats,  that  might  ■ 
be  nil  ve:^- well  on  a  dusty  day  driving  to  Epsom,  but  which 
Ma  protection  against  cold  were  a  farce. 

Without  impressing  you  with  that  weird,  northern  region  sort 
"f  fteling,  that  Lerwick  somehow  seems  to  leave  upon  the 
minils  of  most  visitors  lo  it  for  the  first  time^the  more  so  if 
iHey  should  arrive  there  when  a  midsummer  night,  which 
1-  no  night,  only  a  subdued  day,  intensifies  the  charm  in  a 
"ay  Ihat  cannot  be  described,  only  be  felt — the  view  of  Kirk- 
wall as  you  round  Thieves'  Holm,  and  steer  down  the  bay 
"itihcgrandoldcathedralon  a  bright  summer  or  autumn  morn- 
"1?,  when  sunlight  and  shadow  are  alternately  rippling  over 
'lie  purple  coloured  slopes  of  Wideford  Hill,  is  one  that  only 
llicmost  hypercritical  of  travellers  would  attempt  to  decry. 

But,  before  landing,  it  may  be  as  well  to  glance  at  the  civic 
liiiiOTj'  of  the  royal  Imrgh  or  city  as,  strictly  speaking,  Kirkwall 
ismitled  to  be  called.  By  its  first  charter,^  granted  by  James 
111.  on  the  31st  of  March,  i486,  Kirkwall  was  created  a  royal 
Wgh  with  a  right  of  holding  courts,  and  full  power  of  pit  and 
Aws,  of  infansthief  and  outfani;lhief.  with  two  weekly 
"laitei,  on  Tuesday  and  Friday,  and  with  three  annual  fairs 
Mch  of  three  days  in  length,  the  first  commencing  on  Palm 
Hndav,  the  second,  called  the  Lambmas  Fair,  on  the  ist  day 
'  Maidminl  CclUctioni. 
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of  August,  and  the    third,  called  Sl    Martin's  Fair,  on  t- 
I  ith  of  Novcm!>er. 

Not  only  were  all  market,  customs,  shore,  and  ancha'a. 
dues  granted  to  the  Corporation,  but  strange  to  say, 

*'As  also,  all  and  haill  the  kirk  called  St.  Magnus  Ktfi 
and  other  kirks,  &c." 

**  And  all  and  sundry  prebendaries,  teinds,  and  other  rights 
yrto  l>elonging,  and  particularly  all  and  haill  the  prebendary  oi 
St.  John,  and  all  and  sundry  lands,  houses,  farms,  teiml  u^ 
teind  sheaves  thereof,  with  full  jwwer  to  the  said  Pro^oii 
Raillies,  and  Council  of  the  said  burgh  and  their  successors,  to 
intromit,  uplift,  and  receive  the  same  duties  of  the  said  Undi 
and  to  sell  and  raise  the  same  in  all  tymc  coming,  and  thit  ftv 
to  be  always  employed  and  l>estowed  ufx)n  repairing  ifi^ 
upholding  the  said  kirk  called  St.  Magnus  Kirk:  and  Cudcrio 
call  an  able  and  (jualitied  man  to  be  schoolmaster  of  oorflk' 
school  in  our  said  burgh,"  iVc. 

Amongst  the  long  list  of  lands  granted  to  the  CorpontMO 
apjHjars  Thieves'  Holm,  **  which  was  of  old  the  place  where  all 
the  malefactors  and  thieves  were  execute."  The  chancf  ^ 
James  III.  was  confirmed  by  another  granted  by  his  grandsoo 
James  V.,  which  bears  date  the  8th  of  February,  1536.  Bow 
charters,  however,  if  they  ever  were  acted  upon,  appear  to 
have  l>ecome  nullities  some  time  during  the  sway  of  Cs'*^ 
Robert  and  Patrick,  as  we  find  Bishop  I^w  *  on  the  30lh  Jul?. 
161 2,  choosing  four  of  the  inhabitants  to  act  as  bailies 
During  the  Commonwealth  the  inhabitants  seem  to  haft f"* 
some  sort  of  charter  from  Cromwell ;  and  on  the  RestofaboB* 
by  a  funodamus'  dated  the  15th  of  May,  1661,  their  oU 
charters  were  confirme<l,  the  rights  of  the  l>ishopnc  wbrf 
had  been  included  in  the  first  charter  lK:ing,  however,  eipi**^ 
excepted.  Nevertheless,  owing  to  the  disputes  between  ^ 
inhabitants  and  the  Morton  family,  an  act  was  passed  oa  th^ 
nth  of  June,  1662,  by  which  the  inhabitants  were  forU*fc^ 

'   Acti  ami  Statutes  t\j  tkf  I jatttit^i^  \^   2 1, 
'  rcterkirrs  Rentals,  Ap;<ciulix  pp.  42.  43. 
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tt  COrdsc  any  of  the  [wwers  belonging  lo  a  royal  burgh,  till 
ihe  pfKess  Ijetween  them  and  Lord  Morton  was  decided. 
After  the  grants  to  the  Morton  family  had  been  quashed  in  the 
ytJi  1669,  a  new  ratiiication  '  of  the  chatters  was  made  by  an 
W  of  Parliament,  passed  the  aand  of  August,  1670,  from 
"Wch,  however,  as  from  the  naivdamus,  all  rights  belonging  to 
lh(  bisho[)ric  were  expressly  exempted.  At  the  present  day 
Ihe  only  remnant  of  the  Corporation  property  granted  by  the 
dutler  of  James  111.  is  Wideford  Hill,  and  of  the  three  annual 
fails  only  the  Lammas  one  siu^vives. 

TTic  (own  of  Kirkwall  may  be  described  as  consisting  of 
W»  long  street,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  running  from  N.N,& 
lo  i&W.,  out  of  which  several  short  streets  and  lanes 
tetnch  off  To  the  southward  of  the  harbour  is  an  oyse, 
>s  Ingoons  are  termed  in  the  Orkneys,  separated  from  the 
waby  an  ayre,  or  shingle  iieach,  which  has  been  formed  in 
bygone  ages  by  the  erosive  action  of  the  sea,  under  the 
influence  of  the  gales,  which  from  the  N.  to  N.E.  cause  a 
'"I'ily  sea  in  Kirkwall  Bay.  This  oyse,  generally  called  "  the 
PwrieSea,"  into  which  the  tide  pours  like  a  mill  race,  was  in 
ancient  days  the  harbour  of  KirkwalL  On  landing  from  the 
Seimer,  you  pass  up  Bridge  Street,  which  communicates  with 
'fie  northern  end  of  the  long  street  before  raentioni:d.  On 
IrtiUr  left-hand  side,  as  you  walk  up  Bridge  Street,  you  come 
't>  ihe  Kirkwall  Hotel,  formcriy  the  townhouse  of  the  Traills 
°f  Woodwick,  having  an  open  court  in  front.  A  little  higher 
%  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  yoii  pass  Poorhouse 
Qo!e,  or  Lane,  at  the  end  of  which  is  to  be  found  ihe 
i^Wh  of  SL  Ola,  erected  by  Bishop  Reid  somewhere  be- 
iwten  J540  and  'SSS^  The  original  church,  from  which 
Kirtwall  took  its  name,  in  all  probability  occupied  the  same 
*'K,  and  was  erected,  Anderson  conjectures,-  by  Rognvald, 
Bnisi's  son,  to  the  memory  of  his  foster  father,  King  Olaf  the 
'^'W,  who  perished  in  1030  at  the  battle  of  Stikelslad.     King 
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Olaf,  who  by  the  way  must   not  be  confounded  w 

predecessor  and  namesake,  Olaf  Tryggvi's  son,  who  ii 

Christianity  on  Sigurd  the  Stout  in  the  bay  of  Osmun<J 

the  year  995,  is  thus  described  by  Baring  Gould : ' — "  If 

diligent  in  observance  of  the  fasts  of  the   Church,  1 

unscrupulous  in  {rnssing  the  l)ounds  of  temi)erancc  on  a 

days.     He  rigidly  observed  the  sanctity  of  the  Sunday, 

moral  life  was  far  from  pure.     His  successor,  Magnus»  1 

his  son  by  his  Queen  Astrid.     If  he  was  ferociously  a 

was  severely  just.     He  inherited  all  his  pagan  ancestor 

but  they  were  united  to  a  chivalrous,  zealous  enthusij 

the  Christian  faith.   A  saint  he  can  only  be  termed  by  str 

that  appellation  to  its  extremest  limits.'*     In   1014  he 

into  the  Thames  and  assisted  Ethelred  the  Unrcadj 

couple  of  years  against  the  Danes.     He  threw  down  I 

Bridge  by  a  very  clever  expedient  and  thus  enabled  E 

to  ascend  the  throne.     This  exploit  was  thus  sung  by 

the  scalds : — 

**  London  Bridge  is  broken  down, — 
(iold  is  won,  and  l>right  renoun. 
Shields  resounding. 
War -horns  soundin^^, 
Hildur  shouting  in  the  din  ! 
Arri>ws  singing, 
Mail-coatN  ringing — 
()<lin  make^  our  Olaf  win  !  " 

'I*he  original  church  was  burnt  down,  according  to  Jo 
a  raid  made  by  a  marauding  party  of  Knglishmcn,  proba 
one  under  the  Icadershij)  of  one  John  Elder  MUa 
raiders  were  afterwards  defeated,  on  the  13th  August,  i; 
the  Orcadians  under  one  Etlward  Sinclair,  and  in  attc 
to  cs<.'aj)e  to  their  vessels  many  were  drowned,  amongs 
Elder.  .After  that,  Jo  Ben  says,  the  site  m-as  used  as  the 
place  ft»r  malefartors.  That  Bishop  Rcid  rebuilt  the  chi 
have  not  only  the  authority  of  Wallace,^  but  also  the  fact 

*   Ikirin<;-(tould'i  Lirts  of  tkt  Saints^  toL  vii.  p.  6j6» 
'  Wallace's  Orkn^,  p.  97. 
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^55 '  *  stone  was  found,  close  to  the  church,  having  sculptured 
on  il  a  shield  under  a  mitre,  and  below  the  mitre  "  Robertus 
..."  The  church  consisted  of  a  parallelogram  35  ft.  by 
iS  ft.  inside.  "The  original  entrance  is  on  the  S.,  17  ft. 
from  the  exterior  W.  angle.  It  is  3  ft.  5  ins,  wide,  with  a 
semicircular  head,  and  continuous  mouldings  of  a  hollow 
omanienied  wiih  four  leaved  flowers  and  a  filleted  roll,  like 
niany  of  the  mouldings  in  the  Cathedral,  except  as  to 
the  (lowers,"  None  of  the  original  windows  remain.  ''Pro- 
bably there  was  a  step  at  10  ft.  or  11  ft.  from  the  R 
rod,  and  perhaps  a  screen.  A  few  feet  E.  of  the  entrance 
inside  was  a  stoup  or  piscina."  When  the  church  was 
planned  in  1855  a  couple  of  ambries  still  remained,  thus 
described  by  Dryden  :  "In  the  N.  wall  near  the  E.  angle 
temiiins  an  ambry  r  ft.  4J  ins.  wide,  2  ft.  1  in.  high,  and 
1  ft-  3^  ins.  recessed.  The  head  is  an  ogee  arch  under  a 
flood  moulding,  and  it  is  flanked  by  buttresses  with  finials.  The 
l«itom  of  this  ambry  is  5  ft.  i  in.  above  what  appears  lo  have 
l*ra  the  original  level  of  the  floor.  The  moulding  of  this 
fiscmbles  that  of  the  entrance  except  in  having  no  flowers, 

"  In  the  E.  wall  near  the  S.  angle  is  a  smaller  ambry, 
alio  ogee  headed,  and  less  ornate,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
^  It.  6  ins.  above  the  floor.  The  use  of  the  ogee  is  very  rare 
'"  Scotland.  The  only  curves  of  that  kind  in  St.  Magnus  are 
inbyments  of  Bishop  Tulloch's  tomb." 

One,  if  not  both  of  these  ambries,  has  within  the  last  few 
years  been  removed  to  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church,  also 
rftdicaied  to  St  Ola. 

The  building  has  been  so  knocked  about  that  it  is  hard  to 
believe  that  it  was  ever  used  as  a  place  of  worship,  .\fler  the 
"^formation  one  John  Sadlare  ^  was  ajipoinicd  Reader  in  1561, 
but  that  appears  to  be  the  last  notice  of  the  building  as  a  place 
"fworship.^     In    tbe  last  century  it  is  said  to  have  been  the 

'  Drj-den's  Ruined  Churches.  '  Faili,  vol.  v.  p,  3S0, 

'  Set  Append  in  M.  (pp.  616-619)  a>.  to  Charaelerislks,  &-e.,  of  ihc  early 
'Wibes  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland. 
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[>oorhouse,  then  it  became  a  carpenter's  m-orkshop,  and  r.o» 
it  is  occupied  as  a  dwelling-house. 

The  one  long  street  before  referred  to  is  dividetl  into  three 
f  )ortions,  each  known  by  a  different  name.  The  northern  jort  i« 
Albert  Street ;  the  central,  opposite  the  cathetiral,  Broad  Street, 
and  the  southern  X'ictoria  Street.  Manv  of  the  hous^wcft 
erected  in  the  last  century  by  the  lairds,  when  they  foun*i 
keli)-making  a  profitable  !)usiness,  as  mansions  in  whkh  to 
s|)end  the  winter  months.  The  general  plan  of  these  house* 
is  three  sides  of  a  square  with  a  connecting  wall  l>etmetn  the 
gable  ends,  which  made  an  inclosed  court  of  the  ofien  sfoce. 
I'he  gable  ends  are  almost  always  surmounted  by  high-pitched, 
crow-stepi)ed  roofs.  Several  of  the  houses,  however,  dite 
much  further  Ixick  than  the  eighteenth  centurj'. 

At  the  north-western  comer  of  Broad  Street  stands  the 
Castle  Hotel,  built  on  jiart  of  the  site  of  this  old  castle,  cnxtcd 
by  Henry  St.  Clair  in  the  latter  f>art  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  the  last  relics  of  which  were  swept  away,  mhen  thcoe« 
approac  h  to  the  harbour  was  made  in  1865. 

.A  little  further  on  you  come  to  the  Inrst  specimen  of  the 
typical  laird's  town  house,  now  known  as  Tankemess  Hotfe- 
and  l>elonging  to  the  Riikies  of  that  ilk,  though  erected  pfo* 
Kably  in  1574  by  Archdeacon  Fulsie,  whose  arms  and  lho*e 
of  his  wife  are  over  the  gateway. 

Close  here,  ()iii>ositc  that  four-storied  monstrosity  of  a  sbopi 
utterly  out  of  keeping  with  the  surrounding  buildings  whki 
has  Inren  recently  erected.  Captain  James  Moodie  of  MdseW 
was  killed  on  the  26th  of  October,  1725. 

Moodie,*  who  was  a  distinguished  naval  officer,  had  bccoB>* 
obnoxious  to  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Hurray  and  his  brotbef* 
Alexander  Stewart.     According  to  one  account  *  the  Stewart** 
when  shooting  on  the  Melsetter  estates,  had  been  deprived  <^ 
their  firearms  by  the  servants  of  the  Moodie  family,  and,tho«if** 
ajK^logies  had  been  tendered,   had   never  forgiven  the   imtt^*" 

*  Se€  Nisbct's  Heraldry,  rol  ii.,  Appendii*  p.  24. 
'  Vcdder's  Pc^ems  amJ  Shtcka,  p.  31 1. 
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ig  lo  another  vereion,'  Alexander  Stewart,  having  been 
led  in  his  attentions  to  Mrs.  Moodie,  had  been  forhidder 
e  by  her  husband,  and  having  been  caught  at  Melsclier 
is  by  Moodie  was  by  his  directions  flogged  on  the 
ech  with  a  piece  of  tang  or  sea-weed.  For  this  de- 
treatment  Alexander  Stewart  is  said  lo  have  in  vain 
;d  satisfaction  from  Moodie,  who,  however,  refused 
it,  perhaps  thinking  his  character  for  courage  stood 
ty  high  for  him  to  do  so. 

t,  stung  to  madness  by  the  schoolboy's  discipHne  he 
I  forced  to  submit  to,  Alexaoder  Stewart  determined 
lis  revenge.  How  he  took  it  is  described  in  a  draft 
im  the  sheriff  depute  to  the  magistrates  of  Kirk- 
covered,    some    few   years   ago,  amongst  the  county 

leriff,  Robert  Honeyman,*  the  sheriff-clerk,  or,  as  he 
termed,  tlie  steward -clerk,  and  Cajitain  Moodie  were 
^■ay  to  hold  a  Justice  of  Peace  Court,  when  Sir  James 
■f  Burray  and  his  brollicr,  Alexander,  accompanied  by 
.■ants  came  "out  of  the  said  Baillie  tTea  his  gate." 
r  then  proceeded  to  thrasli  Moodie  with  a  stick.  A 
nilee  seems  to  have  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which 
.'ing,  Alexander's  servant,  fired  two  pistol-shots.  One 
mortally  wounded  Moodie,  "the  oy'  lighted  on  my 
.  Peter,  cutt  the  Rim  of  his  Belly,"  and  finally  lodged 
n  of  Moodie's  servant.  .'\s  Captain  Moodie*  is  said, 
it,  to  have  been  between  seventy  and  eighty  years 
:an  the  whole  business  have  been  the  usual  result 
;  May  to  1  'eeember  ?  The  Stewarts  escaped  to  the 
I,  where  Alexander  died  in  exile.  Sir  James  returned 
to  F!;ngland  in  1729,  and  through  the  intercession 
Stewart  of  Torrance,  was  on  the  laih  May,   1731, 

'  Dennison's  Qi-iadian  SkiUh  Book,  p.  20. 
■'  Ncla  and  Qiuria,  January  17,  1863,  p,  52. 
'  liy  the  ivay,  he  spell  his  name  Jhn^mani. 
'  I'irsI  Slat.  Ace.  vol.  xvii.,  J>.  324. 
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pardoned  for  his  share  in  the  affray. '    Sir  James,  who  in  "  ** 
was  aiding  the   Jacobite  cause  in  secret,  was  after  Culluc 
captured   by   a   son   of    Captain    Moodie,  and   conveyed 
London,  where  he  died  shortly  after  in  Southwark  gaol 
order  to  induce  Stewart  of  Torrance  to  obtain  his  pardon 
1729,   Sir   James  gave  his  Ixjnd    for  ^200,   which   in  17 
became  the  subject  of  litigation,  to  which  the  then  Eail 
Galloway  was  a  party.     Mrs.  Moodie,  or,  as  she  was  genera 
called,  Lady  Melsctter,   appears   to   have   been  a  wooun 
strong  passions,  and,   if  Dennison's    story   of    Tht'  Hem 
Horn    Rumpis    is   correct,    played    Mrs.   Potipkar    to    i 
minister  of  Evie's  yoseplu 

Up  to  about  the  year  1742'  all  that  open  space  opf»o« 
the  west  end  of  the  cathedral  and  of  the  north  and  «out 
churchyards,  and  at  the  south-western  comer  of  whic 
stands  the  tOMTi-hall,  was  i)ortion  of  the  church)'ard,  which.  = 
to  that  date,  had  completely  encircled  the  cathedral  Jjb« 
1 6th  Earl  of  Morton  had  just  then  obtained  the  first  of  the  «« 
of  tacks  of  the  bishopric  estates,  which,  though  nominalif  ^ 
the  name  of  Andrew  Ross,  his  chamlnrrlain,  wen:  reii^' 
granted  to  himself,  and  had  not  as  yet  received  that  vie 
little  sum  of  ;^7.i47  sterling,  which  was  to  l>e  fjaid  to  him  en 
the  abolition  of  heritable  jurisdiction.  When  therefore  ih 
cor|K)ration  j)roposcd  erecting  a  town-hall,  my  lord,  in  coe 
sideration  of  himself  and  his  successors  lieing  allowed  to  tf 
the  Great  Hall  for  the  puqx^se  of  holding  courts,  not  on! 
made  a  donation  of  ^200  towards  the  exiienses  of  buildmi 
and  i)ermitted  the  coqx)ration  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ruin 
of  the  King's  Castle,  as  a  <]uarr)'  from  which  to  get  their  boik 
ing  materials,  but  even  allowed  his  precious  chambcriiio  t 
unroof  the  Earl's  Palace  to  j)rovide  the  slates  needed    'ft 

*  The  Stew  arts  of  Iturray  were  through  the  female  line  dcaccadcii  ^ 
lv'»l>crt  I  hike  «»f  Alhiiiy,  sec^ml  s>*>n  of  Kol»cri  the  ^>ccood,  and  lhr-«| 
(he  direct  male  line  fmm  the  Stewarts  of  Garlies  Lord  GiUo^* 
f.imily. 

-  Denni^ou's  OrraJidH  SJkdch  Book^  p.  72,  • 
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bin  for  this  last  jiicce  of  vandalism,  which  tarred  both  vendor 
and  pDrchaaers  alike,  is  as  follows : — 


liartk.  To  3400  Sdale  uE  £,%  per  thoa'-  is 

Scots         £i^ 

To  103  fool  rigging  il  3/.  per  foot  ...       15 


IWAIJ.,  utfutit,  1 745-— Received  pnjment  of  the  above  forty- 
tbiiteea  ibilliii^  ^^cots,  from  Dr.  Hugh  SaiherLiDd.^-ANnw. 


Sofbrj£'43  13^.  Scots  =  ^3  IS.   \d.  sterling  this  grasping 

Scots  lord  and  his  canny,  gripping  chamberlain  deliberately 
'to/^  there  is  no  other  jihrase  for  it,  a  portion  of  the  roof  of 
a  building,  of  which  they  were  only  tenants.  Other  houses 
in  the  town  are  said  to  have  been  unroofed  in  a  similar 
lishion.  The  .^^loo  is  said  to  have  been  part  of  a  fine 
imposed  by  the  Justiciary  Conrt  of  Scotland  on  Sir  James 
Sle*art  of  Burray  for  pursuing  and  firing  into  a  boat  in  which 
lord  Morton  was  crossing  Holm  Sound.  The  lower  portions 
of  the  town-hall,  formerly  used  as  a  gaol  and  lock-up,  are  now 
udLwd  as  a  storehouse  for  the  fire-brigade,  but  the  great  hall 
is  ilill  used  for  corporation  purposes.  In  this  room  the  as- 
sonblies  were  held  where  cards  and  dancing  were  the  order  of 
the  evening,  and  where  the  great  nun,  according  to  Malcolm,' 
came  in  late  in  scarlet  vests  and  top-boots,  and  whence  they 
adjourned  to  those  heavy  suppers,  where  rounds  of  boikd 
beef  smothered  in  cabbage,  smoked  geese,  mutton  ham.s,  roasts 
of  potk,  dishes  of  dog-fish,  and  Welsh  rabbits,  smothered  in 
theit  own  fat  were  washed  down  with  strong,  home-brewed  ale, 
lad  " ethereal ised  by  several  large  bowls  of  rum  punch."  In 
front  of  the    Cathedral,  within  the  Inst  few  years,   has  been 

'  Pttrit  Paptrs. 

'  Malcolm's  Tales  of  Flood  and  Field,  dr-c,  pp.  126-136, 
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rc-crcctcd  the  red  freestone  cross  originally  put  u|>  by  l«* ' 
Ciraham  in   162 1.     This  cross  must  originally   have  stood 
the  centre  of   the  old  market-place,  wherever  that  was,  j/ 
close  to  it  the  stocks  or  jougs  must  have  been  (>Laccd,  a*  ?-' 
following  sentence  will  show  :--- 

"Kirkwall  the  22  day  of  Sept.  1678.  The  qlkdayii  • 
the  said  Mart.  Corner  anc  pyking  theifc  shoe  is  deccrncti  • 
stand  in  ye  Joggs  ane  hor.  space  and  thereafL  to  l)c  scour(:cC 
about  the  mercat  cross — the  lo<'kman  is  ordained  to  give  r : 
Twelve  lashes  and  put  hir  af  ye  town.  .And  shoe  ciuctr 
herselfe  under  paine  of  death  if  ever  found  pycking  or  slcillT^ 
fourtie  i)enny  worth." 

The  market  cross  is  the  place  where  the  footlall  is  iha*- 
up  on  New  Year's  Day  at  one  o'clock,  when  the  annual  game 
between  "Up  the  gates"  and  "Down  the  gates"  is  pUncd 
The  Mainland  jK'ople  play  up  towards  the  old  ScafKi  road  a«l 
the  North  Isles  folk  down  towards  the  harbour.  Accordmi  tc 
all  accounts  a  scrimmage  in  front  of  goal  under  Rugbj  ndo 
is  not  a  circumstanc  e  to  the  rough  and  tumble  fight  that  cf»w% 
l^ist  New  Year's  Day,  in  a  s(|uash,  some  players  arc  rtportcd 
to  have  walked  along  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  those  enpgcd, 
and  a  wall  in  one  place  was  brought  down,  so  great  was  the 
I)ressure.  According  to  Fea  *  footl>aIl  was  the  great  game  ■ 
the  last  century  amongst  the  lower  orders,  whilst  the  oppd 
classes  amused  themselves  with  golf,  now  quite  ol>solete  in  the 
islands,  and  o<'casionally  did  a  little  cocking  and  dog«figbtti^ 
Fea  added,  as  Inrcame  a  (xitriotic  islander,  that  both  Orcaditf 
game-cocks  and  bull-dogs  were  quite  eiiual  to  English  oot^ 
And  now  let  us  enter  one  of  the  two  remaining  of  the  cfigiB>' 
cathedrals  Scotland  still  i)ossesses. 

*  Kca's  CousuUraiions^  Part  I.,  p.  2Q. 


CHAPTER  XVII L 

RKDEYS. —  KIRKWALL  AND   THE    EAST   MAINLAN 

{con  Is  nut d). 
\t  Cathtdral  Church  dtdUaltd  to  St.  Magnus. 


.  a  cruciform  building,  consisting  of  navo  and  nave 
rth  and  south  iransqits,  each  having  a  small  chapf! 
tern  side;  choir  and  choir  aisles;  and  of  a  central 
nounttd,  at  (he  present  day,  by  a  dwarf  sjnre. 
;ring  the  nave  you  are  at  once  struck  hy  the  great 
«ze   of  the    building,    due    to    its   great    height   as 

with  its  other  dimensions.  Neale  '  gives  a  series  of 
ents  not  only  of  Kirkwall,  but  also  of  several  of 
sh  cathedrals,   which  will    better  enable  the  reader 

how  small  St.  Magnus  really  is,  imposing  as  is  the 
■oduces  on  the  beholders. 


It's  L<ilciuili>^kal  NoU 
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Length  of  Brandikof 

TrmiiMpts.  Navc  Na«c  mad  A*** 

Chester          ...        i8o  —  74 

Rochester               1  "95}  3*  « 

Kirkwall        ...          89*6  in.  t6  47 

Bath 122  —  72 

Oxford            ...         102  —  54 


Neale  adds,  '*  In  fact,  everything  is  sacrificed  to  nan 
and  the  aisles  are,  in  conseciuence,  left  without  western  « 
Then,  again,  there  are  seven  piers,  exclusive  of  the  resp 
the  nave  alone,  and  five  in  the  choir ;  and  this  subdiv 
length,  like  the  use  of  small  stones  in  a  building,  gifts 
impression  of  size.  Perhaps,  also,  the  extreme  sevcrit 
interior  may  contribute  to  the  same  effect.  But,  afti 
cannot  but  think  that  the  solution  of  the  mystery  lies 
and  that  it  is  a  problem  well  worthy  the  alter 
ecclesiologists — why  the  effect  of  magnitude  is  so  fCf 
conveyed  by  some  buildings,  while  as  remarkably  the 
impression  is  made  by  others.  For  example,  Colof 
Salisl)ury,  and  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  alm'ays  disa|>poinl 
sight ;  and  whatever  may  be  said  about  perfect  symi 
proi>ortion,  and  a  grand  whole,  surely  the  true  gn:^ 
Christian  architecture  consists,  not  in  making  what 
stiii>end()us  look  insignificant,  but  in  making  the  most 
which,  unskilfully  treated,  would  a])])ear  mean.** 

The  accompanpng  ground   plan  (copied  by  Icavi 
publishers)  is  taken  from  Sir  Henry  Drydcn's  Desmfii 
Cathedral  and  liishyfs  Palace;  Kirkwall,  Wm.  Pease : 
Ixjndon,  Simpkin,  Marshall,  and  Co.  ;  Edinburgh,  J. 
and  Co. 

r)r)'den,  who  considers  the  ordinary  architectural  tci 
in  England  as  not  applicable  in  Scotland,  dindes  tl 
tccture  of  the  building  into  five  styles:  1137 — 1160; 
1200;  1200- -1250;  1250 — 1350,  and  1450— 1500L 
last  style  there  is  very  little.  The  historical  traditioii, 
by  most  writers  about  the  building,  is,  that  it  was  c 
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by  Kol,  Jarl  Rognvald's  father ;  ihat  Bishop  Slewart 
rjii)  erected  that  portion  of  the  choir  and  choir-aisles 

the  east  of  the  centres  of  pillars  d  and  /,■  and  that 
leid  added  one  bay  to  the  west,  and  erected  the  south 

door.     As  Dryden  remarks,   scarcity  of  money  and 

■  in  obtaining  skilled  labour  probably  caused  slow 
;  and  slow  progress  meant  change  from  time  to  time 
lects,  who  had  to  make  their  own  designs  fit  in  as  best 
lid  with  those  of  their  predecessors.  He,  however,  ts 
in,  lhat  tradition,  in  this  case,  is  utterly  wrong,  or  nearly 
that,  from  the  architectural  evidence  afforded  by  the 

itself,  it  is  utterly  impossible  Bishop  Stewart  can  have 
Ihing  to  do  with  the  erection  of  the  new  portion  of  the 

■  that  Bishop  Reid  can  be  credited  with  the  erection  of 
;  western  doorways,  or  of  the  one  in  the  south  transept. 

however,  of  opinion  that  Bishop  Reid  may  have 
•d  the  nave  and  retnored  the  door-frames  from  their 
lion  in  the  original  west  front  to  the  places  they  now 
If  Dryden  is  right,  it  can  probably  never  be  known 
n  we  owe  either  the  beautiful  east  window,  or  the 
re  exquisite  doorways  in  the  south  transept  and  west 

he  wTitcr,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  A  B  C  of  architec- 
attempt  to  compile  a  technical  description  of  so  com- 
.  building  would  not  only  be  presumiitttous,  but  also 

few  points,  however,  he  has  availed  himself  of  the 
ion  before  referred  to,  to  which  he  refers  the  reader 
for    fuller   information   concerning    the   cathedral    or 

■  palace. 

■.  transeiits,  and  choir  have  the  usual  arrangement, 
vj.  of  main  arcade,  gallery,  and  clear-story.  All  the 
in  ilie  triforium  arc  semicircular  ;  those  on  which  (he 
■ists  are  pointed.  The  most  prevalent  moulding  of  the 
is  a  roll  at  the  angles  of  the  orders,  with  a  hollow 
-  il-    The  label  is  the  ornament  most  often   found   in 
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the  hoods,  then  comes  the  saw  tooth,  whilst  the  bill 
(H'curs  in  the  arch  leading,'  into  the  north  choir  aisle. 

The  choir,  which  is  used  as  the  [>arish  church,  hj 
rendered  hideous  by  pews,  galleries,  whitewashed,  pinki 
or  yellow-ochred  pillars,  and  a  tawdry  deal  screen,  whic 
off  the  choir  from  the  nave.  Unfortunately,  there  i 
rhance  of  any  change  for  the  better,  as,  according  to  tJi 
William  Sj)ark,*  "  The  real  source  of  evil  in  the  C2st 
Magnus,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  letter,  consists  in  the  c 
stance  of  its  being  used  as  a  place  of  worship.** 

The  square  jwrt-hole  windows  under  the  gallerie 
stopped  uj)  in  the  rejwirs  by  the  Government,  but  wcn 
c  ut  out  when  the  church  was  re-seated. 

It  will  \mi  shown  in  the  historical  description,  who  were 
res|>onsible  for  the  modem  Scoto-Gothic  imfnnYmemis 
return,  however,  to  the  work  of  the  benighted,  supen 
i*apists,  the  east  window,  which  consists  of  four  pointed 
surmounted  by  a  rose  or  wheel  window,  extending  avtx  i 
lights,  is  very  fine,  and,  in  Ur\'den's  opinion,  probably  i 
The  gems  of  the  building,  however,  are  the  doorwars 
south  transept,  and  west  front,  which  Dryden  consid 
|)robably  the  finest  examples  in  Hritain  of  the  combtnat 
two  different  coloured  stones  in  jjattems,  and  which  h 
descril)es : — 

"  The  central  door -way  of  the  W.  end  has  five  orden 
an  h,  and  the  other  two  in  the  W.  end,  as  well  as  that 
S.  transept,  have  four  orders.  All  have  hoodsw  The  car 
much  decayed,  but  still  retnins  evidence  of  its  former  I 
when  the  rolls  of  free  foliage  and  the  dee(>ly-sunk  noc 
were  perfect.  On  these  door-ways  the  dog-tooth  is  niiidi 
as  well  as  a  zig-zag  roll  undercut,  something  hke  thit  < 
choir  arch,  a — h.  The  fillet  is  also  used,  but  not  extcn 
The  caps  were  of  richly-car\'ed  foliage,  and  on  the  caps 
central  door- way  are  also  two  nondescript  animabk  The 
have  all  been  renewed.  Probably  at  first  they  were  alter 
*  See  letter  in  the  Si^'smattt  Aa(pist  15,  1881. 
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id  red.     Each  of  these  door-ways  diffured  from  the 

mouldings,  arrangement  of  shafts,"  &c. 
ng    in   the   nave,    you   are   free   from    tlie    sense   of 
in,  which  you  feel  when  in  the  choir  in  its  present 

condition,  and  as  light  and  shade  play  upon  the  red 
;  pillars  and  arches  designed  by  Kol  and  others,  so 
Qua  as  to  think  beauty  of  form  and  colouring  was  not 
■own  away,  or  wicked  in  the  buildings  they  dedicated 
■vice  of  their  Creator,  you  cannot  help  conjuring  up 
the  scenes  the  old  building  has  witnessed,  and  realise, 
1,  that  sense  of  the  continuity  of  history,  which  nowhere 
r  impresses  the  mind  as  in  the  old  minsters  where 
d  praise  have  been  offered  up  for  centuries.  On  the 
some  of  the  pillars  towards  the  east  end  of  the  nave 
be  seen  some  sort  of  fungoid  growth  of  a  dark  rich 

colour  and  of  a  smooth  velvety  texture.  This, 
probably  the  Byssus  itntginosa  of  Linnteus  referred 
igh  Miller,'  certainly  heightens  the  ])ictoriai  elTect, 
;ver,    although    it    had    been    probably  growing    for 

there  was  an  impression  that    it  might   injure  the 

was  scraped    off  a    few   years    back   with    a    chisel 

pillars    nearest    the   door    under,    it    is    said,  the 

idence  of  the  gentleman,  to  whom  of  late  years  the 

f  the  building  appears  to  have  been  committed  by  all 

1.     Not  only  was  this  horribly  dangerous  fungus  re- 

jt  the  pillars  were  freshened  up  in  other  parts  with 

In  the  course  of  this  praiseworthy  operation  the 

marks  of  which    Drydcn   says  there  arc    ihirty-four 

i-isible  all  over  the  building,  are  said  to  have  di" 

Some  jieople,  not  imbued  with  proper  respect  for 

colo-Gothic  architecture,  interfered,  and  so  the  further 

m    of    this    improvanent    had    for    a    time    to    be 

When  standing  by  pillars  G  and  M,  you  are  struck 
manifest  deflection  from    the  perpendicular,  caused, 
i  of  opinion,  by   the  new  west   front  having    been 
'  Miller's  CruUiof  the  Btlsy,  &'c.,  p.  397, 
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built  outside  the  old  one,  which  was  afterwards  pulled  d^ 
to  enable  the  old  and  the  new  work  to  be  joined.  By  li 
way,  in  the  clear-story  K — M,  the  old  ladder  from  whKh 
many  unfortunates  have  taken  a  leap  in  the  air,  at  the  Lo 
head,  is  preserved.  Placed  against  the  sides  of  the  na\e  aiij 
are  a  numl)cr  of  tomlvstones,  mostly  to  |)eople  who  died 
the  seventeenth  centur)' ;  no  doubt  worthy,  decent  loik 
their  way,  but  of  no  historical  note.  Against  the  wall  of  t 
north  nave  aisle  is  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Malcolm  Ija 
the  historian,  and  l)etween  pillars,  (J  and  H  is  an  ebSm 
cenotaph,  to  the  memory  of  liaikie,  one  of  the  many  \ic:i: 
of  the  Niger.  In  the  floor  of  the  south  transept,  on  t 
west  side,  is  a  stone  with  the  following  inscription  round  i! 
edge : — **  Heir  lyis  Villiam-Vr\-ing  ;  Sone  To.  Vmo*.  Viliiai 
Vn'ing  of  Sabay.  Ik;ing.  Schot.  out.  of.  ye,  Castel  In  H 
Maiesties.  SVS."  Inside  the  inscription,  at  the  top  "VA" 
then  a  shield  with  three  holly  leaves  on  it,  belov  wla 
is,  **  l)ci)artit  ye  20  of  Septemlnir,  16 14,"  and  at  the  loiw 
a  skull  an<l  \\\\';\\  bone.  Septemlnrr,  1614,  was  when  t 
Karl  of  Caithness  and  Hishop  Kiw  were  Ivsicpng  Rokx 
Stewart.  .An  offshoot  of  the  Urvings,  Ir>-ings  or  In"* 
of  Sabay,  settled  in  the  Island  of  Shapinsay  some  time 
the  seventeenth  centurv,  from  which  island  the  father 
Washington  Irving,  the  creator  of  Rip  van  WimkU^  l:h^ 
Cnine,  and  so  many  other  (inaint  and  charming  chancte 
emigrated  to  Ameri(.i  in  1768.  The  Ir\'ines  of  Sahai  «< 
(lescended  from  the  Irvines  of  Drum,  in  .\bcrdeenshiie.  o 
of  the  verv  oldest  Scottish  families.  .\noihcr  tombstcM 
with  the  date  of  161 2,  is  that  of  **  Godlie  And  Virtc 
Isbel  Calcri.  Spous  To  Villiam  Ikmnatyn  Of  Garsay.'*  < 
the  floor  of  the  north  cha|K'l  is  a  slab  with  an  incited  csxs 
and  over  it  a  ehalire  and  patten.  In  the  vestry  i*  p 
♦served  a  **  mort  brod/'  as  they  were  termed — a  wuoden  boa 
about  two  feet  S(iuare,  framed,  with  white  Roman  Icttcn 
a  bla<  k  ground,  which  formerly  hung  by  a  chain  betw< 
j.illars  K  ami  L.     On  the  obverse  is  a  figure  of  lieath.  dray 
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*Lih  a  sand-glass  and  a  spade,  and  a  heart  Iransfixed  by 
ifo  daris.  Around  the  edges,  "Wherelbre  he  saith,  &i.', 
(£ph.  V.  24)."  On  ihe  reveree,  round  the  edges,  "He  shall 
lami  no  more,  &c,  (Job  viL  10),"  In  the  field,  printed 
(liagonally,  beginning  in  owi  comer ; — "  Below  doth  lye,  if  j-e 
*old  Trve,  come  upon  this  brod.  The  corps  of  on  Robert 
Mcolsone,  whose  soul's  alive  with  God,'  He  being  70  years  of 
age,  ended  this  mortal  life,  and  50  of  that  he  was  married  to 
Jesne  davidson,  his  wife."  Betwixt  ihem  a,  12  children  had, 
•hereof  5  left  behind.  The  other  7  with  him's  in  Heaven, 
whose  joy  shaJl  never  end." 

Of  the  tombs  of  the  Jarls,  E^rls,  and  Bishops  nol  n  trace 
iw  remains  in  litu.  A  portion  of  the  altar-tomb  of  the  Great 
Bishop  TuUoch  was  in  1845  standing  between  pillars  n  and  m, 
and  is  now  in  the  recessed  arch  in  the  south  nave  aisle.  A  iighi- 
grcy  marble  slab  was  formerly  in  the  choir  between  pillars  c  and  k, 
mdemealh  which  in  1840  were  found  the  remains  of  a  youn^ 
((male,  on  whose  breast  was  an  iron  pin  having  a  gold  head. 
Thwu,  for  a  long  time,  were  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  the 
Maid  of  Norway,  which,  as  has  been  shown  before,'  is  impns- 
*e,  as  she  was  buried  at  Christ  Kirk,  Kergen.  In  the  wc^t 
friJiit  of  pillar  d  were  discovered,  in  the  early  ])art  of  the  cenlurv, 
iHe  remains  of  a  skeleton,  which  some  people  supjiose  may  be 
ihose  of  St.  Magnus. 

Hugh  Miller  -  was  shown  an  opening  in  the  masonry,  ihou^'li 
lie  docs  not  say  in  what  part  of  the  building  ;  "  rather  more 
Ihan  a  man's  height  from  the  floor,  that  marked  where  a  sijuare 
nano*  cell  formed  in  the  ihickness  of  the  wall,  had  been  laid 
'ipen  a  few  years  bjfore.  And  in  the  cell  was  f<iund,  deiiemiiri- 
'I'lni  ihe  middle  of  ihe  roof,  a  rusiy  iron  chain  with  a  bit  ol 
Wad  attached." 

Could  they  have  been  taking  a  "  rise  "  out  of  the  aulhor  cf 
''^f-Oli  Red  Sandsloiul  In  the  room  over  the  souih  ehapd 
ire  1110  figures  in  stone  in  low  relief  in  niches  about  one  foot 
'en  inches  high  each.     (Me  reiircsents  St.    .Magntis  in  loose 

'  ''"1^,  p.  56.  '  Miller's  Cruhf  of  ih/  J.'clsj,  d-'c,  p.  399. 
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robes,  tonsured,  and  bearing  a  sword ;  the  other  Sl  Obi 
royal  robes,  crowned,  and  holding  in  his  right  hand  a  bi 
axe.  The  alms'  dishes  in  the  vestry,  which  are  very  qoaim, 
of  Dutch  work,  and  made  of  brass.  One  has  Adam  and  1 
the  tree,  serjHrnt,  &c.,  and  the  following  inscription: — **! 
Adam  gcdaen  Oods  woort  wys  soo  vacr  hy  gehleven  in!  pan 
Anno  1636."  (Had  Adam  olK7ed  Ood's  words  so  had  we  t 
lived  in  Paradise.)  The  other,  a  trifle  smaller,  has  Adam 
Eve  and  the  tree,  but  no  inscription.  There  are  two  stairt 
leading  from  the  south-western  and  north-western  comers  ol 
transepts,  and  four  staircases  in  the  tower  itself,  one  at  < 
angle.  The  top  of  the  tower  is  surrounded  by  a  low  par 
wall,  and  at  cacli  angle  is  a  pinnacle.  A  short  slated  i 
springs  from  the  centre  of  the  tower:  and  from  the  i 
directly  under  ii,  tf)  the  top  of  the  weathercock  is,  I)n 
says,  133  feet  4  inches.  What  was  the  height  or  shape  0^ 
original  steeple  we  have  unfortunately  no  record. 

In  the  seconil  volume  of  the  cathedral  register,  ^|U0^ 
IVterkin.^  is  a  full  account  of  its  destruction. 

The  s[)ire  was  struck  by  lightning  on  the  9th  of  Jj 
167 1,  and,  not  only  was  the  steeple  consumed,  but  the  fir 
down  till  "  thrie  lofting^i  "  and  all  the  timlnrr  work  he 
to  the  l>ells  and  knotkhouse^  or  clock-case,  were  cof 
The  bells  were,  ht>\ve\er,  saved  by  the  vigilance  and  a< 
the  mairiNtrates  and  Hishop  Honeyman,  and  the  further 
of  the  fire  seem^^  t<»  have  l»een  stayed  by  the  ex|>edicnt  * 
ing  hides,  probably  wet,  underneath.     Tlie  smallest  \k 
as  the  skellet  or  fire  l»ell,  was  hung,  according  to  the 
register,  before  the  22nd  of  March  following.     The  c 
bells,-  howe\  er,  were  not  hung  and  rung  again  l»cf< 
the  i8ih  of  April,  1679.    From  the  same  source  we 
that    the   **  liorologe "  or   clock  was  put  up  on   I 
June,  16S3,  and  that  it  w.is  not  till  the  19th  of  Jul) 
the   vane  was  put  on  the  top  of  the  steeple.     AI 

*  Pi-tcrkin's  Rmtah^  Appcixlii,  p.  63. 

•  llioiiia.H  I{r<j%%n's  Nott  Hook. 
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btUs  were  given  by  Bishop  Maxwell,  and  were  originally 
Oil,  in  the  year  1518,  at  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  by  Robert 
Borthwick,  Master  Gunner  to  James  V.,  and  have  figiirea  of 
Si  Magnus  with  a  sword.  The  largest  or  tenor  bell  was  recast 
« Amsterdam  in  the  year  1681.  They  have  a  peculiar  order 
of  tinging  the  bells,  which,  however,  if  quaint,  is  not  inhar- 
monious— C,  AAAA,  C,GGGG,  C,  AAAA,  C,GGG  G — and  SO 

(ir  as  the  writer,  who  knows  nothing  of  campanology  or  music, 
on  tell,  the  tone  of  the  bells  is  very  sweet  and  mellow.  The 
itdlet  or  shrili-toned  bell  is  used  for  ringing  the  Curfew  at 
laght  o'clock  every  evening.  There  is  an  insane  custom,  at  the 
ime  of  the  annual  fair  in  August,  of  allowing  any  Ijimmas 
bmherand  sister,  to  hammer  out  discord  at  will,  on  payment 
of  %  small  fee  to  the  kirk  officer,  a  practice  enough  to  drive  an 
imilid  half-crazed,  so  infernal  is  the  din,  that  is  going  on  all 
dsy.  The  largest  or  tenor  bell,  it  may  be  from  this  practice,  is 
Mid  lobe  nearly  worn  through  on  one  side.  It  is  as  well, 
specially  for  ladies  and  cripples,  to  be  careful  in  ascending  and 
descending  the  tower,  as  the  stei)s  are,  in  places,  very  much 
*om,  and,  though  there  are  stanchions  in  many  places,  there 
j^  no  hand-roi)e. 

The  view  from  (he  summit,  especially  looking  northwards, 
more  than  repays  you  for  the  trouble  of  climbing  uji  narrow 
cotlficrett'  staircases,  if  only  the  rooks  will  allow  you  to  enjoy 
II  in  peace,  but,  if  a  change  of  weather  is  impending,  the  stee])li; 
«ems  to  be  the  central  point  around  which  the  "  clo<lding," 
^ihe  tumultuou5ily  circling  of  rooks  before  dirty  weatiier  is 
lerat-d  in  Scotland,    takes    place,   and    the    noise    is    sim])ly 

'ieaftnine. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE    ORKNEYS. — KIRKWALL    AND    THE    EAST    MAIXL^KD 

—{contiHiuif). 

Historical  incidints  connected  with  the  Cathedral  CkmrAdeS:^ 

to  Saint  Magnus. 

"  Rattle  hiN  N>nes  over  the  stones 
He's  only  a  h'lNhop  whom  nobody  owns.** 

T.  KoBL.  tiigkOy  ^kMl 

Before  <)uitting  the  sacred  precincts  let  us  carry  our  thooglil 
back  to  old  Norse  times,  when  men  were  so  superstitioos  25 1 
endeavour  to  cmlxxly,  as  it  were,  in  stone,  some  of  the  r 
verential  feeling  with  which  they  approached  religious  milStf 
and  then,  coming 

down  the  ringinf  groutci  of 


let  us  tr)'  to  recall  some  of  the  scenes  the  old  numtcr  k 
witnessed,  and  some  of  the  more  notable  incidents  in  its  hislor 
till  we  reach  the  enlightened  nineteenth  century,  wfaoi  i 
feelings  of  reverence  for  (lod's  House,  His  Acre,  or  tl 
remains  of  the  illustrious  dead  are,  as  often  as  not,  coospniM 
by  their  absence,  and  the  highest  ideal  of  a  Christian  Tenp 
is  that  of  a  comfortable  barn. 

Wc  are  told  in  the  Maptus  Ileiga  Saga^  that  Bishop ^*iIlB 
exhumed  the  remains  of  St.  Magnus  twenty  years  after  fe 
death  and  placed  them  in  a  shrine  at  Christ  Churdi, 

'  Ork,  Sag.  Imtr0,  pt  lixtis. 
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and  (hat,  soon  after  this  had  been  done,  the  saint  appeared  in  a 
dream  to  a  man  in  Westray,  called  Gunni,  and  commanded 
him  to  inform  Bishop  William  that  he,  the  saint,  desired  his 
ttnuins  lo  be  moved  east  to  Kirkwall  Accordingly,  on  the 
13II1  of  December,  1135.  Bishop  William,  accompanied  by  a 
great  concourse  of  people,  transported  the  holy  relics  lo  the 
Me  village,  as  it  then  was,  of  Kirkwall,  "  and  jilaced  them  In 
a  shrine  upon  the  allar  of  the  church  which  then  was  there ;  " 
and  which  must  have  been  the  original  church  of  SL  Olaf, 
The  building  of  the  stone  minster,  whicii  had  been  vowed  by 
JmI  Riignvald,  was  commenced  under  the  superintendence  of 
III!  father,  Kol,  in  1137,  or  113S,  and  probably  the  choir  was 
nfficiently  advanced  for  the  reception  of  the  remains  of  the 
Siinl  before  the  Jar!  and  Bishop  went  Jorsalafaring  in  ii5». 

The  ceremony  would  naturally  take  place  on  the  13th  of 
April,  the  anniversary  of  the  murder  at  Egilsay,  and  whal 
1  sight  it  must  have  been. 

We  can  picture  lo  ourselves  the  gathering  outside  the  old 
dmrch  of  Sl  Olaf  Here  we  see  Sigurd  of  Westness,  ihe  loyal, 
tflgtminded  gentleman,  friend  of  that  unfortunate  Jarl  Paul,  who 
nrigtit  n'eti  then  be  lingering  otit  his  days,  bereft  of  sight  by 
lliai  paragon  of  the  female  sex,  his  sister,  Margaret  Countess  of 
Athole.  Talking  to  Sigurd  is  his  wife's  overbearing  nephew, 
Kolbein  Hruga,  who  leads  by  the  hand  his  young  son  Bjarni, 
in  after  years  to  become  the  third  Orcadian  Bishop.  Swein, 
"ho,  for  once,  has  not  gone  on  his  tor-i:iking,  is  conversing  with 
Ills  brother-in-law,  the  unfrocked  priest  Thorbiorn,  who  has 
feen  Jarl  Harald's  foster  father  and  tutor,  and  who,  six  years 
hence,  will  murder  Jarl  Rognvald,  it  may  be  with  Harald's 
connivance.  Gunni  of  Westray  is  narrating  the  appearance,  to 
liimself  in  his  dreams,  of  the  saint  to  a  group  of  grateful 
pilgrims  from  the  farthest  parts  of  Shetland,  who  owe,  as  they 
in  iheir  devout  superstitious  ignorance  believe,  their  recovery 
ftom  paralysis,  of  sight,  of  speech,  or  of  hearing,  or,  it  may  be, 
from  that  dreaded  scourge  of  the  northern  grou]),  the  loathsome 
leprosy,  to  the  intercession  of  the  murdered  Jarl. 
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A  little  way  ofT  a  knot  of  fishenneD,  who,  when  the 
deep  arose  and  threatened  to  ingulf  their  frail  barks,  a 
to  the  all-potent  Magnus,  and  reached  the  strand  in  sal 
discussing  the  prosi)ects  of  the  coming  haaf  season.  S< 
the  different  groups  become  silent,  as  the  procession  f< 
to  follow  the  holy  relics.  Bishop  William,  who,  although 
already  been  bishop  of  the  isles  for  half  a  century,  is 
forward  with  almost  the  ardour  of  youth  to  visiting  Jorss 
and  bathing  in  the  sacred  waters  of  the  Jordan,  stands, 
in  hand,  ready  to  head  the  procession.  Near  him  are 
J6n  from  Athole  and  Kol  the  architect  After  them  th 
looking,  fair-haired  Rognvald,  so  impressed  by  the  solei 
the  occasion,  that,  for  once,  he  refrains  from  rhyming ; 
Rognvald,  Harald,  a  large-framed,  saturnine  youth  of 
crafty  and  scheming  like  all  his  race.  Now  the  hd; 
containing  the  remains  of  the  virgin  Jarl  issues  forth  i 
little  church,  borne  shoulder  high  by  the  tonsured  in 
Hellisey,  solemnly  chanting — 

"  Magnu^  ex  prosapii  magna  procremtut 
Actu,  Tita,  moribas  major  est  probatus ; 
Pncdis  vacans  juvenis  pravorum  ifu4iiictii« 
Ut  Faalu-s  convertitur  in  vue  procinctv, 
Saalus  ecce  Paulus  fit,  prxdo  fit  Patroons, 
rersecutor  factus  est  plebis  Pastor  bomift. 
Vir  Sanctas  in  Comitem,  digne  Mblimatas 
Carmen  })cr  continuos  domat  cmdatoi. 
Ja*itas  piu<,  humilis  mitis  et  moderns 
I  He  !tui>  prxfuit  exempli*  honcstns  ; 
Magnox  inter  cxeterost  gratii  DiTini 
Fulget  plenu<,  reluti  Stella  matuCiiuL 
Vir  sanctus  ad  }N-opria  reverws,  compooit 
Cum  Ilacone  perfido,  qui  fraodem  dbpooit ; 
Kxpetit  eccle^iam,  qua  frande  compertA, 
Ut  pararet  hostiam  se  Ckriiio  Kpe  oerta. 
Ho»tes  turbat  Comiti>  mora  salntaria, 
IIo«tia  dum  refici  ex])ectat  Altari« ; 
Sanctum  trahunt,  .  .  .  . '  templum  tmrnipealca, 


'  Neale  suggests  this  blank  shonki  be  filled  vp  wHh  "Eedi 
••of  Kgilsey." 
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Sacro  plenum  pabulo  cxtrabnnt  amenles. 
Haconit  prxEeatix  Magnus  pncienutat ; 
Sitit  igai  eutngulnem  lupus  fere  sntnr; 
Prolutil  senlenti&ni,  ut  morti  Imtliitur ; 
K[  tictori  traditur,  ut  hoc  eie<|uaiur. 
Favns  stillans  b^ngitur  mellis  dans  dulcoceoi, 
HaU  qiueque  fugiunt  cujus  per  (Klorem  : 
Sordi,  mnti,  precihu*  Magni  reparantur  ; 
Clandis  datur  sonJULs,  lepmsi  munddntur, 
FeiTO  vincti  Martyris  ope  relanantur, 
Naufragantei  aexibu>:  mortis  liberantur. 
Maslis  lit  liclitia,  aigris  medicina, 
Firmn  spes  pericalis,  srIu!^  in  luina." 

Hymns  from  Ike  Ahirdan  Breviary,  -jvoltd  l>y  XtaU. 

(1158)  Six  years  have  passed  away,  and  we  see  the  remains  oF 

nsnig  Rognvnld  himself  being  interred,  not  far  from  the  shrine 
"f  his  sainted  uncle,  amidst  the  sincere  grief,  probably,  of  all 
present,  except  Jarl  Harald,  who  is  inwardly  rejoicing  al  the 
Nwidy  murder  of  bis  illustrious  relative,  which  has  left  him 
"iih  almost  sovereign  power  from  the  Skmc  of  Unst  to  the 
"^Mhemmost  borders  of  what,  in  after  days,  is  to  become  the 
L'ounty  of  Sutherknd. 

(1168)  Another  ten  years  have  gone  by,  and  the  earthly  pilgri- 
^t'c  of  Bishop  William,  which  has  !ong  past  the  three  score  and 
ii^ii  years  of  ordinarj'  mortals,  has  come  to  an  end,  and  his  remains 
"«  are  laid  in  the  building  he  had  helped  to  build,  there  to 
ffit,  till,  hy  the  almost  incredible  callousness  of  all  concerned. 
■hcv-  were  carted  away,  hke  those  of  a  dead  dog,  in  the  year  of 
-''■ice,  ,S55. 

(1263)  Nearly  a  century  has  slipped  away,  since  William  the 
'^lil  joined  the  majority,  and  his  successors,  William  II.,  Bjarni 
"ic  Scald,  Jorfreyrr,  and  Henry  I.,  who  is  now  Iiishop,  have  all, 
■1  iheir  devout  siij>erstitious  manner,  been  adding  to  and  beaiiti- 
')'"igilieir  cathedral  church,  which  is  now  comiileie,  or  nearly 
*'■  as  ]ilanned  by  Kol ;  except  that  cloisters,  which  al  one  time 
■^i'l'Mrto  have  been  contemjdated,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
''^>e,  hase  not  been  erected, 

^Ugnus,  the  third  of  that  name,  is  now  Kirl  of  Orkney.  -mm.\ 
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lias  just  returned  from  Norway  with  his  suzerain.  King  Hi 
whose  fleet  is  lying  in  Klwick  Bay,  Shapinsay.  Pre* 
K  ing  and  Jarl  accomjanied  t)y  the  steel-clad  nobility  of  Noi 
are  ferried  over  the  String  to  Comess,  thence  to  nuke 
way  into  Kirkwall,  there  to  pay  their  orisons  at  the  sh 
of  the  sainted  Jarls  Magnus  and  Rognvald,  and  to  hear  Bi 
Henry,  who  is  to  acromjiany  them  as  chaplain-general, 
hrate  high  mass  and  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Ckxi  of  Ikittk 
tin*  success  of  the  expedition. 

A  few  months  have  passed,  and  in  the  short  gl<x»my  da 
an  Orcadian  winter  we  see  Hdkon,  sick,  sad,  and  m-eary,  si 
ri<ling  in  from  S<'apa  to  the  bishop's  jKilace.  After  a  few  ( 
rest  he  rises  to  hear  mass  in  the  bishop's  |)alace,  and 
betakes  himself  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Magnus,  in  the  hoj< 
he  who  could  cleanse  the  leper  will  restore  him  to  h< 
Not  even  St.  Magnus  is  of  any  avail,  and  Hdkon  is  rtU 
fnim  all  rare  and  anxiety  at  midnight  on  Saturday  the  ij" 
l)creml>er,  1263.  On  the  Sunday,  we  are  told,  the  p 
throngeil  in  to  see  the  remains  of  their  monarch,  lying  in 
I  lad  in  the  richest  garments,  with  a  garland  round  the  hea 

On  the  Monday  the  royal  c()r|)se  is  l)ome  into  the  cath* 
there  to  lie  in  state  all  that  night.  What  a  Kcml>randt< 
s<  ene  it  must  have  been, — the  ojien  grave  near  the  shrine  < 
.NLvnus,  the  bier  round  which  the  royal  chaml^eiiains  : 
l.olding  lighted  ta|>ers,  the  nobles  fully  armed,  the  n 
and  priests  grou|)ed  round  the  sides  and  at  the  altar,  all  t 
visible  by  the  light  of  the  tapers,  and  of  torches,  each  hcW 
steel-clad  warrior  !  Perfect  silence  reigns  only  broken  from 
to  lime  by  the  prayers  for  the  dead,  or  by  the  solemn  du 
oi  **  Dies  iric,  dies  ilia,'  or  some  other  of  those  glorious 
hymns,  the  sonorous  ring  of  which  no  translation  can  fp^ 
On  the  Tuesilay  the  royal  rori>se  is  temi>orarily  interrtd, 
reuu>vcd  in  the  following  March  to  liergen  in  the  very  jl 
wl.u  h  the  ill-lated  monarch  had  sailed  south  to  Lar^^s. 

•  154c)     Nearly  three  centuries  have  glided  by,  and  af 
rt»val  procession  is  seen  in  the  streets  of  the  now  royal  b 
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Junes  Ihc  Fifth,  the  Kir^  of  the  Commons,  is  sinying  with 
Bslioii  Maxwell  in  the  buildings  on  ihe  west  side  of  Victoria 
Stiwt,  which,  probably,  were  used  as  the  episcopal  palace,  whilst 
Ihejmlacc  proj»cr  was  being  re-built.  From  there  we  can  see  the 
roral  Caberlunzie,  surrounded  byall  his  royal  suite, — conspicuous 
amgngst  whom  may  have  been  the  "  minion,"  Oliver  Sinclair, 
who  two  years  later  is  to  bring  humiliation  on  his  native  land 
harder  to  bear  than  Flodden,  where  at  least,  if  defeated,  the 
Scottish  Lion  was  not  dishonoured, — proceeding  in  stale  to 
ibe  cathedral.  Perhaps  the  eldest  of  Eupheme  Elphinslone's 
bastards  is  with  his  royal  parent,  gazing  around  him  with  childish 
vonder  on  the  scenes,  he  is  in  afler  life  to  become  so  familiar 
»ilh.  The  choir  is  now  complete,  but  Bishop  Reid,  who  is 
'Iwniy  to  succeed  Bishop  Maxwell,  has  yet  to  lengthen  the 
nave. 

Xot  only  did  Bishop  Reid  interest  himself  about  the 
enlargement  of  his  cathedral  church,  and  the  erection,  or  re- 
buililirig  of  the  episcopal  palace  ;  but  he  also,  by  a  deed  dated 
'hciSih  of  Oclober,  1644,  created  a  regular  cathedral  founda- 
tion, ivhieh,  up  to  that  time,  docs  not  appear  to  have  existed  in 
Die  case  of  St.  Magnus.'  This  consisted  of  seven  dignitaries, 
se*en  prebendaries,  thirteen  chaplains,  a  sacristan,  and  six 
choristers.  The  dignitaries  were  (i)  the  provost  or  dean, 
prebendary  of  Holy  Trinity,  and  rector  of  South  Ronaldsay 
and  Burra  ;  (2)  the  archdeacon,  chaplain  of  St.  Ola,  with  the 
lilhes  of  Birsay  and  Harray ;  (3)  the  precentor,  prebendary  of 
Orphir,  with  ihe  tithes  of  Stcnness ;  {4)  the  chancellor, 
prebendary  of  St.  Mary  in  Sanday  ;  (5)  the  treasurer,  rector  of 
Si.  Nicholas  in  Slronsay  ;  (6)  the  sub-dean,  also  the  bishop's 
Imler,  rector  of  Hoy  and  Walls ;  (7)  the  sub-chanter,  prebcn- 
iir^of  St.  Colmc. 

The  prebendaries  were  (t)  of  St.  Cros';,  in  Sanday,  who 
aiiended  to  the  bells,  and  saw  that  the  floor  was  kejit  clean  ; 
l^l  of  Sl  Mary,  in  Evic,  who  attended  to  the  roof  and 
windows ;  (3)  of  St,  Magnus,  who  acted  as  confessor  to  the 
'  Neale's  EaUsiolo^kal  NoUs,  p.  ro6. 
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households  of  the  chapter ;  (4)  of  St  John ;  (5)  of 
I^urcnce ;  (6)  of  St.  Catherine  ;  and  (7)  of  St  Ihithas.  1 
sacristan  was  also  rector  of  the  {xirish  of  St  Columta. 
Sanday,  now  known  as  Burness  parish.  Reid*s  foundation  < 
confirmed  by  a  Bull,  under  the  seal  of  David,  Archhishop 
St  Andrew's,  Cardinal  and  Pajwl  I^egate,  bearing  date  the  3 
of  June,  1545.^  As  has  l)een  already  mentioned,  Rdd 
>;ether  with  his  brother  commissioners,  Oeorge  I^esley,  Eai 
Rothes,  Gill)ert  Kennedy,  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Treasurer 
Scotland,  and  father-in-law  of  Earl  Robert,  and  James,  L 
Fleming,  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  died  at  Dieppe,  in  thcb 
part  of  the  year  1558,  when  on  their  way  home  from  attciK 
the  marriage  of  Mary  Stuart  to  Francis,  the  Dauphin  of  Fn; 
poisoned,  it  was  su[>posed,  through  Guisean  treachery. 
tradition  of  their  death  and  burial  at  Dieppe  had  «it\i 
there  in  the  year  1861,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  rescarchc 
Francistjue  Michel,  the  historian,  when  pre|)aring  for  hi*» 
Lfs  Ea)ssais  en  France  et  Us  Francois  en  Ecosu^  that  a  Icnc 
Chatellerault,  addressed  to  the  Dean  of  Dieppe,  in  whic 
was  stated,  that  the  bishop  had  been  buried  in  the  ch 
dedicated  to  Saint  Andrew,  and  generally  known  as  the :; 
Chai)el,  of  the  Church  of  Saint  James  in  that  tomi. 
dis<overed.  l)iepi)e,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  the  po 
which,  or  from  which,  all  Scottish  merchants,  trading  in  Fn 
landed  or  s;iiled  ;  and  it  was  therefore  in  perfect  accord 
with  the  s[)irit  of  the  age  that  a  chapel,  dedicated  to 
national  saint,  should  l>e  set  ai>art  in  the  (Nincipal  chui 
the  town,  at  which  Scottish  mariners  and  merchants  conkl 
for  deliverance  from  the  dangers  of  the  deep,  or  return 
);rateful  thanks  for  their  escaiK.*,  not  only  from  the  pcrib  o( 
sea,  l)ut  also  from  ca[)ture  by  English  privateers.  It  was 
however,  till  the  ist  day  of  June,  1870,  when  the  old  pa^ts 
of  Saint  Andrew's  ChajKrl  was  being  taken  up  for  the  pni 
of  renewal,  that  five  coffins  were  discovered  placed  sid 
side,  each  containing  an   emUilmed  Ixxly  in  a  fierfect  sU 

'   Tcter  kill's  Ktntals^  Appeixlbc,  p.  25. 
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ty.  There  were  no  ornaments  of  any  sort  found  in  the 
I,  and  it  was  solely  from  the  before-mentioned  letter,  the 
in  which  the  bodies  were  placed,  and  the  workmanshiji 

coffins,  thai  archseologicai  experts  were  led  to  believe 
le  five  coffins,  contained  the  remains  of  Bishop  Reid,  his 

brother  commissioners,  and  probably  of  some  distin- 
d  member  of  their  suite.  Some  time  in  tlie  spring  of 
M.  L'Abb(^  Cochet,  inspector  of  historical  monuments 
:  Lower  Seine,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Prefect,  and  the 
risation  of  the  Archbishop  of  the  diocese,  placed  in  St. 
fl's  Chapel  an  ornamental  brass  tablet,  engraved  by 
ate,  of  Rouen,  and  bearing  the  following  inscription ; — 

"A  la  Memoire 

de 

Robert  Reid, 

Eveque  d' Orkney  (Orcades), 

President  du  Parlemenl  Ecossais, 

Commi-saire  Deputi  de  I'F.co.'^se 

au  Mariage  de  Marie  Smart. 

D^ede  i  Dieppe,  en  Septembre,  1558, 

Inhume  dans  la  Chappelle  St.  Andre, 

dite  des  Eco^satt 


Fancy 

re  the 
rascal 

ed  for 


be  a  G 


If  we 
at  the 
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time  of  the  Reformation,  removed  in  case  of  aocid 
to  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  part  to  the  shrine  of  St 
Prague.  Neale,^  however,  says  that  what  are  now  ; 
were  translated  there  as  far  back  as  1372.  If  Baring 
right,  the  remains  in  pillar  d  cannot  be  those  of 
That  they  are  so,  is,  however,  compatible  with  Neale' 
According  to  some  old  records,  Robert  the  Bruce  ord 
five  i)ounds  sterling  should  be  paid  yearly  out  of  th< 
of  Aberdeen  to  St.  Magnus  Kirk.  Can  any  of  the  re 
saint  have  been  borne  Inrfore  the  Scottish  army  at  Ban 
as  we  know  was  the  case  with  other  relics  ?  \Vc  I 
how  .Adam  Bothwell  at  a  distance  from  his  diocese  fc 
the  property  of  the  See,  and  the  clergy  on  the  spot 
slow  in  following  my  lord  bishop's  example.  Colville,' 
Ori)hir,  was  even  unblushing  enough  to  "  sett  the  teiwi 
small  to  his  wyff  and  baimes,  with  the  consent  of  lh< 
and  chapter  "  ;  and  William  Mwdy,*  who  was  preseti 
parish  of  Walls  and  Flotta  in  1 585,  **  sett  the  person 
in  long  takis  to  Adam  Mudie,  his  son,  with  the  const 
Bishop,  Dean,  and  Chapter." 

All  the  Orcadian  ministers  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
century  seem  to  have  considered  themselves,  not  1 
tenants,  but  owners  in  almost  fee  simple,  of  their  be 
at  the  (leneral  Assembly  held  in  1597 — "It  was  rq 
the  Ministrie  of  Orknay  had  delapidat  their  bei 
setting  of  tackis  of  the  rent  of  the  same.'** 

In  1580  the  (rcneral  Assembly  declared  the  office 
unlawful,  and  called  u|>on  all  those  who  held  it  tc 
recommendation  which,  as  Adam  Bothwell  was  no 
and  had  assigned  his  tem|X)ralities  to  Lord  Robei 
cannot  have  affected  the  Orkneys  very  much ;  thoi 
General  Assembly  held  in   1598  at  Dundee,  the  Mi 

*  Neale't  EtcUtiologual  Noies^  p.  84. 

"*  Foiti^  voL  v.  p.  399.  »  Ikidtmt^  p.  4 

*  A(U  0/  Gaitral  Ass^wbUts,  1560-1618,  roL  iii.  pt>  9 

*  /jj/i,  voL  V.  p.  590. 
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Ctithness  and  the  Orkneys  voted  for  the  proposition  that  it 
W3 "necessary  and  espedieni  for  the  weale  of  the  kirk  that 
Ik  ministrie  as  the  third  estate  of  the  realm  in  the  name  of 
ihe  kirk  have  a  vote  in  Parliament,"  in  plain  English  for  the 
nstoration  of  episcopacy.  Gilbert  Body,  minister  of  Holm 
iiiint  Mary,  who  led  the  affirmatives,  and,  by  a  majority  of  ten, 
omed  the  day,  was  for  so  voting  styled  by  an  opponent  "  a 
dnmken  Orkney  Asse." 

Rfty-onc  years  have  passed  away,  since  the  King  of  the 
Commons  was  present  when  high  mass  was  being  celebrated, 
with  ill  the  pomp  of  the  Roraish  ritual,  in  the  most  northern 
calhedral  in  his  dominions,  and  we  see  one  of  his  many 
Miiital  children,  Robert,  Earl  of  Orkney,  being  interred  with  * 
Mr-h  service  as  the  rampant  Calvinism  of  the  day  permits. 

(i6r4)  Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  his  father's  death. 
Earl  Patrick,  himself  a  prisoner  at  Dumbarton,  despatches 
liis  natural  son  Robert  to  stir  up  a  revolt  in  tbose  northern 
regions  he,  Patrick,  is  never  to  see  again.  The  insurrection 
is  i]udled,  and  Robert  Stewart,  thanks  to  Halcro's  treachery, 
is  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Caithness,  who, 
to  satisfy  the  spite  his  family  have  entertained  for  everything 
Orcadian  since  the  bloody  rout  of  Svimmcrdalc,  is  proceed- 
ing to  demolish  the  cathedral,  till  stopped  by  Bishop  Law. 
Some  of  the  ruder  work  at  the  west  end  is  supposed  to  have 
Iftn  inserted  to  repair  the  mischief  done  by  this  vandal 
dticendant  of  the  builder  of  Roslin  Chapel. 

(1618)  Bishop  Law  has  been  translated  to  Glasgow,  and  is 
succeeded  in  the  Orcadian  See  by  George  Graham,  formerly 
liishop  of  Dunblane,  and  in  (his,  the  third  year  of  his  Orcadian 
t|)rscopate,  the  calhedral  register  commences,"  the  first  entry  in 
'liich  is  "anent  jfrt/rfu,  bairdis,  slanderers,"  &(;.,  who  are  to 
"iit  in  the  cocksluillis  the  space  of  four  houris,"  &c.  In  1620 
"vfind  from  an  entry,  that  the  good  peo])le  of  Kirkwall  used 
i*i'->  building  as  a  limber-yard,  having  jirobably  much  ihe  same 
iiiilitarian  feeling  about  it,  as  the  Wick  fish-rurer,  who,  a  year 

'  See  Ap|iendin  N,  p,  6:9.         -  Felerkin'.-  Kinlals,  appcidii,  p,  41 . 
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or  so  ago  is  reported  to  have  said  to  a  companion,  on  «e 

the  building  for  the  first  time,  **  Eh,  Ix)wric,  what  a  .  .  . 

a  kirk ;  what  a  store  for  herring-barrels  it  would  make." 

great  numlKT  of  the  entries  relate,  as  might  be  expecte« 

**  the  bigging  of  seats,"  and  the  disputes  that  ensued  thcr 

One  in  particular  shows  the  toadyism  both  of  Bishop  (Jra 

and  the  Kirk-Scssion.     James  Riikie,  of  Tankemess,  ap 

in  March,  1631,  for  leave  "to  big  a  seate  for  his  wife  h< 

his  ou-ne  seate,"  in  the  aisle  in  which  Earl  RolK'rt  had  1 

buried,  and  which,  in  consequence,  was  known  as  the  Stew 

Aisle.     Bishop  and  Session  assent  to  the  application,  if  it  ( 

not  interfere  with  the  ser%'ice  of  the  church  or  the  admint 

tion   of  the  Communion.     The   seat   ap|K*ars   to   have  1 

**bigged,"   and   was   probably  comi)leted   before    May,  1 

Edward  Stewart,  of  Burgh,  ai)plies  to  the  Session,  on  b< 

of  his  brother,  John  Stewart,  third  son  of  Earl  Robert,  wl 

Charles  had  on  the  14th  of  the  previous  I>ecembcT  ctc 

Earl  of  Carrirk,  to   have  all    seats   in   the  aisle  in  que? 

l)elonging   to   any   |H.Tsons,   who   were   not   members  of 

Stewart  family,  removed.     My  I^ord  Bishop  not  t)eing  |ifr» 

the   matter   is   adjourned    till    he   has  considered    the  w! 

business  under  its  new  aspect.     The  bishop,  ha\ing  taken 

(|ucstion   to  avizandum,  is  evidently  of  opinion  that  it  wil 

as    well    not    to    offend    his    lordship   of   Carrick,    and  * 

remanent  worthie   name  of  Stewart,"  and   accordinglr,  \ 

meeting  of  the  Kirk  Session  held  on  the  nth  of  Sepfcn 

he  asks  Baikie  **  Why  was  he  not  more  carefull  and  foncse 

to  ]>revent  the  danger  in  tyme,  and  not  to  incur  the  indtgru 

of  such  noblemen  as  the  E^irl  of  Carrick  and  others  of 

worthie  name  of  Stewart  pretending  right  and  title  to  that 

for  it  would  come  to  his  Majestie's  eares  how  such  perscne 

sit   there  and   trample  uj)on   his  hienes'  graund-uncle's  b< 

l>eing  hi*;  buriall   pla<x\    as    the  said   noble  Erie   had  wri 

to  my  K  Bishop  himself  in  a  particular  letter."    Haikie  eiq* 

ing  his  willingness   to  remove   the  obnoxious  scat,  on  b 

re|>aid   the  exi^rnses  he  had   Inren  jmt  to,  is  told  thai,  ui 
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he  does  so  at  once,  ihe  bishop  himself  will   dear  the  aisle 

3nd  make  what  use  he  like.s  of  ihe  materials. 

V'crily  Earls  Robert  and  Patrick  had  established  a  healthy 
firalt  in  the  Ocadian  mind.  In  the  following  month  (October, 
1*31)  Sit  James  Stewart,  another  son  of  Earl  Robert,  applies,  on 
liehilfof  his  brother,  to  have  another  seat  removed,  and  threatens 
in  ca«  of  refusal  that  it  shall  be  forcibly  removed  without  with 
piui  leave  or  by  your  leave.  The  brethren  having  considered 
Ihe  "inconveniences  that  may  aryse  upon  the  standing  of  that 
watt,  for  keifiing  pmce,  quielmss,  and  good  ordour  bath  in  kirb 
ind muntrie''  order  the  stumbling-block  to  be  removed  "upon 
Monvtday  next  to  cum,  be  ten  hours  in  the  day."  In  the 
limujy  follovring,  Edward  Stewart,  of  Brugh,  applies  for  leave 
"lo  big  a  seaio  for  his  wife  or  a  friend,  with  a  foot  gang 
before  the  same  to  his  daughters  to  sit  upon,"  in  an  empty 
place  "under  the  Stewart's  loft,"  and  is  lold  that  nothing  can 
be  done  in  that  aisle  without  the  special  consent  of  the  Earl 
of  Canick  "  had  thairto  be  writt."  Even  in  1649,  when  Lord 
Morton  was  the  man  they  all  fell  down  before,  we  find  an 
«itry  ordering  a  seat  lo  be  removed  out  of  the  Stewarts'  aisle. 
(1643)  ^'y  Lord  Bishop  has  some  years  back  renounced  "  all 
Kpiitofial  power  and  jurisdiction,  with  the  whole  corruptions 
Ifiereof,"  and  retired  into  private  life  to  save  his  ])ickings,  and 
*e  find  the  Session  forbidding  any  "  wyding  in  the  water 
^T^lie  upon  the  Sabbath  day ;  and  in  case  men  and  women, 
'^i  and  lasses,  be  found  promiscuously  wyding  together  after 
1  br,dvious  manner,  either  Sunday  or  week-day,  whether 
»■  day  or  by  night,  they  shall  be  severallie  censured  and 
■Widignly  punished,  for  terrification  of  others,  by  making  thtir 
"iWic  repentance  ui)on  /he  quhiie  sUan,  and  paying  40X.  in 
ill  usus,  tolits  qiwlies,  &c." 

(IJeceraber  i;ih,  1643)  Although  a  certain  Walter  Stewart 
id,  as  Commissioner  from  the  Presbytery  of  Orkn  y  atl  nd  d 
at  General  Assembly  at  Glasgow,  when  the  n  ster  of 
'jtland  worried  their  bishojis,  much  in  the  s  n  e  n  a  ntr  thit 

ks  of  hounds  have  been  known  to  serve  tl     r  hu  t      tn    I 
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was  not  till  this  date,  that  the  Solemn  League  and  Coveiunt 
sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  Kirkwall.  Probably  the  c|iidc 
had  lost  some  of  its  virulence  on  its  way  to  the  far  north. 

Whether  under  an  episcopal  or  prcsbyterian  iora 
church  government,  the  meml)ers  of  the  Session  k 
ecjually  to  have  dearly  loved  a  lord,  and,  in  1649,  wc  i 
my  Lord  Morton  applying  to  the  Session  for  leave  to 
lift  "some  stones  of  marble  in  the  floorc  of  the  kirk 
Kirkwall,  commonly  called  St.  NLignus  Kirk,"  as  he  tboc 
they  would  be  **  very  suitable "  for  the  erection  of  ** 
tomb  ujHDn  the  corp  of  his  umquhile  father."  By  all  mc 
say  the  Session,  providing  the  places  from  which 
marble  is  taken  are  filled  up  with  ordinary  hewn  gravetfo 
It  was,  of  course,  a  matter  of  i>erfect  indifference  to  il 
whether  the  marble  stones  in  question  marked  the  itti 
places  of  jarl  or  bishop.  A  live  dog  was  better  than  a  d 
lion.  Hardly  a  year  or  so  has  ])assed  away,  and  thecoo] 
sant  and  accommodating  minihters  have  Inren  sent  to  the  ri| 
about  by  the  (General  Assembly,  and  the  iron  heel  ol 
Oomwellian  des{>otism  is  making  itself  felt  all  over  the  Icf 
an<l  breadth  of  lK)nny  S<!otland,  and,  as  they  have  done  « 
where,  so  in  the  far  north,  his  saints  are  amusing  thenMC 
after  their  fashion.  Bishop  Tulloch's  tomb,  accordii^ 
Prin<Mpal  Oordon,^  was,  for  long  after  the  Reformation,  B 
the  si>erial  place  at  which  money  l)orrowed  was  used  to 
repaid,  and  was  generally  held  in  veneration  by  the  Orcadi 
Probably  this  veneration  gave  an  extra  zest  to  BareboiKS 
his  friends  when,  as  Principal  (lordon  says,  they  robbed 
tomb  '*as  a  shred  of  the  whore  of  BabyloiL**  By  the 
the  Enfilish(Sy  as  the  Oomwellian  troops  were  called,  were, 
long  enough,  nearly  as  useful  as  scaj^e-goats  in  Kirkwall  ^ 
cat  is  in  k)dging-houses.  Even  at  the  present  day,  that 
gcxnl  |)eople,  who  would  have  you  believe,  that  all  the  acti 
vand.ilism,  committed  some  few  years  back,  were  dem  k 
Englishes, 

*  ArKh.  SiOt,  vol.  u  p.  26l« 
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(1664.)  The  Commonwealth  has  come  lo  an  end  ;  the  king 
enjoys  his  own  again ;  and  another  change  rounds  has  taken 
place  amongst  the  Orcadian  clergy.  Andrew  Honeyman  is 
Bishop  designate,  but  has  not  yet  been  consecrated ;  and  Douglas 
of  ^ynie  for  over  a  year  has  been  engaged,  as  Factor  and  Cham- 
tefain  to  my  Lord  of  Grandison,  in  stressing  the  Odallers  of 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  extirjjating,  so  far  as  he  can,  what 
still  remains  of  Odal  tenure.  As  can  well  be  imagined,  he  is 
probably  anything  but  a  popular  character,  and  we  are  there- 
fore not  astonished  when  a  street  brawl '  arises  between  William 
Mudy,  the  younger,  of  Melsetter,  George  Sinckir  of  Gyre,  and 
Alexander  Douglas,  the  younger,  of  Spyoie.  Sinclair  and 
Donglas  are  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  by  Patrick  Blair  of 
linie  Blair,  then  sheriif,  but  Mudy  refuses  to'  be  bound,  and  on 
AeSalurday,  assembling  some  eightecn'or  tweniy  men,  armed, 
like  BilUe  Taylor,  with  swords  and  pistols,  "  brcakc  out  and 
mffled  all  that  day  throw  the  streets,"  inlcnding,  no  doubt,  to 
make  it  Uvely  for  Master  Douglas  if  they  had  caught  him. 
On  the  Sunday,  Mudy  and  his  tail,  armed  as  before,  occupy 
the  cathedral,  and  prevent  the  entry  of  Douglas  senior  and 
family  through  the  south  transept  door.  My  lords  of  the 
Priiy  Council  are  written  to  on  the  matter,  but  how  it  all  ends 
does  not  appear  :  perhaps  Bishop  Honeyman,  when  he  appeared 
in  his  diocese,  acted  the  peacemaker. 

{1669,)  A  new  volume  of  the  cathedral  register  ^  commences 
this  year,  and  from  a  minute  of  the  27th  of  October  we  learn  that 
the  Sacrament  had  only  once  been  administered  in  the  space 
of  Uenty-two  years.  This  does  not  speak  well  for  presbyter 
or  bishop.  In  the  Fasfi  wc  are  told  that  Bishop  Honeyman 
assisted  at  the  Sacrament  on  the  23rd  of  August,  1674,  taking  ■ 
himself  six  tables  out  of  the  fourteen,  which  looks  as  if  the 
Sacrament  was  administered  in  those  days,  even  under  an 
episcojial  form  of  church  government,  only  once  or  twice  a 
jear  at  the  outside. 
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The  burning  of  the  steeple,  and  the  saving  of  the  bclb  hn 
already  been  noticed.  From  an  entry  dated  March  15th,  167 
we  gather  that  the  steward  and  other  judges  were  in  the  habit  • 
holding  courts  in  a  portion  of  the  cathedral  known  as  ti 
WaJI-houSy  probably  one  of  the  transeptal  chapels.  Dnnr 
the  rest  of  the  century  none  of  the  entries  are  of  any  inter* 
to  the  general  reader^  and  it  is  not  till  we  reach  the  ci^jhtert 
century  that  anything  worth  noting  appears. 

(1701,  August  8.)  The  new  presl))tcrian  brooms  are  now 
work,  and  we  find  the  Presbytery  complaining  of  the  conduct 
the  town-guard,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  Lammas  Fair, « 
stationed  in  the  building.  Verily  all  reverence  seems  to  hi 
dei)arted,  and  the  account  reads  more  as  if  a  mob  of  Goni< 
rioters,  headed  by  Hugh,  held  iX)ssession  of  the  town,  instead 
a  douce,  soIkt  burgher-guard  embodied  to  keep  law  and  oni 
The  state  of  things  is  thus  descrilKd  :  "shutting  of  guns,  bunu 
great  fyres  on  the  graves  of  the  dead,  drinking,  (idling,  pipdi 
swearing,  and  cursing  night  and  day  within  the  church,  by  whJ 
moans  religion  is  scandalised,  and  the  Presbytery  most  mil 
ably  abused  ;  particularly,  that  when  they  are  at  exercise  in  t 
said  church,  neither  can  the  preacher  ojHin  his  mouth  nor  l 
hearers  conveniently  attend  for  smoke ;  \*ea,  some  of  t 
members  of  the  Presbytery  have  been  stopped  in  their  ootgoi 
and  incoming  to  their  meetings,  and  most  rudely  pursued 
the  souldiers  with  their  mus()uets  and  halberts,  all  of  which  J 
mu>t  grievous  to  the  l*resbyter>\  and  to  any  that  have  any  sd 
of  godliness." 

Lyon's  Anm'fr,  &c  has  been  already  referred  to  (* 
p.  )^^).  In  it  he  gives  a  short  notice  of  a  brawl  in 
cathedral.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Ilaikie,  the  minister  of  the  F 
Charge,  had  apparently  been  unwell  for  some  time,  will 
complaint,  that  Lyon  can  only,  from  motives  of  delicaqr,  1 
at.  In  his  absence,  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  the  ejected  pn 
ministers,  seems  to  have  convened  his  own  congregation  to 
cathedral,  and  to  have  hcQix  in  the  act  of  preaching,  wl 
Kiikie,  with  his  nightcap  on,  and  assisted  by  his  losing  spot 
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I'  on  the  scene,  and,  with  the  aid  of  said  spouse,  ejects 
n  from  the  piil|>it. 

(1756  or  1 757.)  Somewhere  about  this  time  the  Kirk  Session  ' 
palled  a  lease  or  tack  of  "  the  Great  Church-yard,"  as  all  the 
btral-ground  lying  to  the  east  and  north  of  Ihe  cathedral  was 
termed,  lo  one  Thomas  Loutil,  who  "  in  order,"  to  use  his  own 
language,  "  to  bring  it  to  a  good  sward,"  proceeded  lo  delve  it 
aid  sow  it  with  grass  and  com.  A  very  pretty  shindy  seems 
to  have  ensued  thereon,  in  which  Ross  the  Chamberlain 
figures,  strange  to  say,  as  the  guardian  of  decency. 

All  through  the  eighteenth  century  wc  find  applications  being 
nude  lo  the  Crown,  as  holder  of  Ihe  Bishopric  lands,  for  aid  to 
btp  up  the  fabric  of  the  building.  What  had  become  of  the 
Ws,  &-C  granted  by  James  III.  to  the  Corporation,  for 
supplying  the  funds  for  repairs  does  not  appear,  and  as  far  as 
me  can  see,  neither  my  Lords  Morton  or  Dundas,  nor  thi: 
heritors,  seem  to  have  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets,  nor  do 
inyof  the  good  people  in  the  islands  ajipear  to  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  spend  anything  on  the  pruservation  of  the  most 
priceless  monument  they  possessed.  How  different  the  state 
of  the  building  was  from  what  Robert  Reid  had  left  it  in  the 
tiays  of  Papal  superstition,  can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that,  in  a 
mfmorial  -  presented  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  1 7  70,  it 
"as  staled  that,  out  of  one  hundred  windows,  only  twcnly-cight 
*we  open,  all  the  rest  were  built  up.  No  wonder  Princifial 
'Jordon,'  who  is  supposed  lo  have  visited  the  islands  some  ten 
!i;m  later,  should  have  written  : — 

"It  would  seem  by  the  darkness  into  which  this  nnd  some 
i^lher  old  churches  have  been  reformed,  that  the  first  a|)ostk's 
of  protestantism  in  Scotland  were  much  afraid  of  outward  light, 
considering  it  no  doubt  a  great  enemy  to  inward  light.  But 
'Misapprehension  with  the  no  less  ill-judged  oiie^  of  cleanliness, 
liJ^made  the  house  of  God  in   Kirkwall  such  a  house  as  no 

'  MaUment  CdUilioHS.  "  Pcterkin's  Krnlah,  Appenilis,  p.  40. 

'  Ar(h.  Srol.  vol.  1.  p.  259. 

'  So  in  original,  can  it  be  a  printer's  error  for  -.miHl  ! 
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man  would  choose  to  receive  a  friend  in,  much  less  take  uj>  h.* 
own  habitation.  The  loca  scnta  situ  of  Virgil  may  with  ^t^- 
justice  be  applied  to  m()j>t  of  such  places  in  Scotland." 

In  the  year  1S05  Mr.  (iillK.Tt  Meason/  a  connection  « 
Malcolm  Idling  the  historian,  and  an  ()r<'adian,  whi>^  luac 
deserves  to  be  recorded  in  letters  of  gold,  mortitied,  is  the 
Scotch  law-phrase  has  it,  that  is  ;;ave  to  trustees  the  >U3S  c^' 
1,000/.,  the  interest  of  whit  h  was  to  l)e  yearly  applied  la 
keeping  the  cathedral  in  repair,  and,  as  to  any  surjnu*  :.Kii 
might  be  over,  it  might  l)e  applie<i  in  ojiening  all  such  »jk1uw* 
as  had  been  closed,  and  in  l)eautifying  and  re>tonng  the  ubnc 
to  its  original  state.  As  trustees  he  named  the  two  minuten 
and  kirk  treasurer,  the  provost,  and  eldest  kiilie  of  the  borou^t 
of  Kirkwall,  and  the  convener  of  the  county,  all  of  whoc 
were  to  l)e  ex-officio  trustees  and  '*a  residing  freeholder  o-* 
the  county  of  Orkney,  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  hcnior. 
freeholilers,  and  < ominiNsioners  of  supply,"  &c. 

lb)w  the  choir  ajjpearetl  at  that  date  we  can  get  some  itici 
from  ShirreflTs  a<  <(iunt.- 

**  The  choir  conlains  the  stalls  of  the  canon's  ^'C,  curioay 
<arved  with  different  figures,  alluding  to  scriptural  [vxi&vo. 
In  the  centre,  between  two  of  the  pillars  which  supjiort  !hc 
steeple,  is  the  original  loft,  where  the  organ  »'as  former^ 
pla<'eil.  and  is  now  used  as  a  church-seat  by  the  gnr-nu-' 
school  boys.  Peo]>le  of  rank  are  burie<i  in  the  chun.*h,  * 
<  »ist(»m  which  is  justly  reprobated,  on  account  of  its  |icniiooc* 
tendencv.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  monuments  aa«J 
sepulchral  stones,  inscril)ed  to  the  memory  of  several  persoo* 
unknown  to  the  ])resent  generation.  Facing  the  puifKt  i»  > 
^eat  for  the  provost  and  magistrates,  town  council,  &c,  Thtft 
is  alst)  a  lari:e  loft  for  the  pilots,  or  other  seafaring  pcop^ 
decorated  with  painlin::s  of  sundry  devices,  especially  a  ^iip 
under  -ail,  as  a  badge  of  their  profession." 

'   rclerkiii's  fC.nLtlsy  Appc'iiiii,  p.  82. 
'  Shiireft'*  OriM/v,  Appen<liz,  p.  24. 
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;ale '  described  the  reredos  as  having  been  very  simple  and 
sting  of  three  arches,  from  semi-octagonal  shafts,  and 
IT  capitals  ;  the  bases  were  concealed  by  the  rising  of  the 
In  the  spandrels  were  a  foliated  cross  and  a  shield, 
he  south  side  of  the  allar  stood  the  episcopal  throne, 
•d  by  Bishop  Graham  and  repaired  in  Bishop  Honcyman's 
Jpale.  The  lower  portion  seems  to  have  been  used  as 
irone,  and  the  arabesque  gallery  above  as  the  seat  for  the 
p's  family.  West  E^ainofthisstood  a  very  handsome  carved 
iirone,  generally  called  the  Earl's  Pew,  but  which,  it  has 
conjectured,  was  the  original  episcopal  throne  of  Roman 
)lic  days,  which  in  Earl  Robert's  lime  may  have  been 
lied  by  him.     The  canopy,  a  rich  piece  of  flamboyant 

Neaie  supposed  had  been  taVcn  from  the  rood  loft, 
lings  (vol,  iii.)   cited  the  Wood  Tracery  Panels   of  the 
py  of  the  Earl's  Pew,  and  of  which  he  gives  illustrations, 
fifying  the  system  of  squares  as  the  Geometric  foundation 
ncer>', 
;h  was  the  condition  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Magnus, 

the  government  of  the  day,  believing  the  building  to  be 
nal  proijctty,  made,  in  the  year  1 845,  the  congregation  turn 
ind  proceeded  to  put  the  building  into  a  thorough  slate  of 
r,  and  to  purge  it  of  the  hideous  excrescences  which  the 
jing  of  scats "  and  galleries  had,  during  three  centuries 
chilectural  darkness,   inflicted  on  it.       In  the   course    of 

rcjjairs  the  tombs  of  Bishop  Willi;im  the  Old  and  of  tin.- 
!  Bishop  Tulloch  were  ojiened.  In  the  cist,  containing  the 
ins  of  the  first- mentioned  prelate,  were  found  an  ivory 
e  with  an  iron  jiin  through  it,  conjectured  to  have  been 
of  a  walking-stick,  and  a  leaden  plate,  of  which  more 
ifiir;  and,  in  the  tomb  of  Bishoi)  Tulloch,  imitations  in 
of  a  chalice  and  of  a  paten,  and  a  very  rude  oak  pastoral 
It  will  hardly  be  credited,  that  these  articles  were  taken 
•  by  some  sacrilegious  antiquarian  ghoul,  and  were  pre- 
tdin  1864  by  the  Queen's  Remembrangor  to  the  National 
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Museum  at  Edinburgh,  whore  they  can  be  seen  at  the  j^rcxr.: 
day.  There  could  have  been  no  justification  for  this  gniuitou* 
act  of  vandalism,  as  no  posNible  good  could  arise  from  i!  •■-• 
archaiology,  ethnology,  or  any  other  ology.  The  whole  ihir*: 
smacks  of  Madame  Tussaud's  Hazaar.  The  government  haviru: 
put  the  place  into  thorough  repair,  the  congregation  in  t< 
meanwhile  having  used  a  building  since  pulled  down,  it  stnici 
some  of  the  heritors  that  they  might  as  well  return  to  the 
buikling.  It  is  said  they  were  afraid  of  its  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church.  The  govcmnKn!  cf 
the  day  either  took  the  opinion  of  their  law  officers  and  f«>->- 
it  against  them,  or  else  gave  in,  sooner  than  fight  the  point,  i» 
they  had  their  hands  full  in  the  East  at  that  time.  Anyhow, 
they  gave  in.  Some  of  the  heritors  are  said  to  have  wi^fcei 
the  building  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  as  a  na:K'«i' 
monument,  but  the  others,  anxious  to  show  how  ev]ui^:t«i' 
endowed  with  architectural  taste,  and  how  imbued  with  L^c 
.;Y/////3  loci  they  were,  carried  their  point. 

liefore  g(»ing  into  the  details  of  the  work  of  the  ni'^cr 
(iolhs,  so  superior  to  poor  benighted  Kol,  and  Bishop  Rod- 
it  may  be  as  well  to  give  an  extract  from  SktUkti  •:' 
Orauiiin  Histon\  written  bv  the  late  Mr.  Pctrie,  the  ^-' 
knoMn  Orcadian  antiquary,  and  which  aii(ieared  in  t< 
Orc.Klian  newspa|K.T  <if  the  9th  of  January,  1S55. 

*'This  William,  who  was  the  fir>t  FUshop  of  Orkney,  fi^ 
the  see  from  at  least  11 12  to  1168.  The  Icelandic  ann*^ 
lormerly  referred  to,  narrates  that  *  in  this  year  (116S)  (b^ 
William  the  Old,  first  Bishop  (^f  Orkney."  A  circuro*t4i>cf 
occurred  in  1S4S,  while  the  Cathedral  was  tteing  repairc<i- 
which  was  not  onlv  intere-^tin;:  in  itself,  but  also  corroboratf* 
llie  statement  in  the  annal,  and  >hows  the  historical  value  ot 
the  Northern  Chronicles.  A  cist,  or  grave,  similar  to  thoi« 
found  in  the  barrows  (»r  tumuli,  Has  disi'ovcred  Inrtwecn  the 
first  and  se<  (tml  pillars  at  the  ea^i  end  of  the  north  side  of  t^ 
ihoir;  a  skeleton  lay  douliled  up  in  the  cist,  and  bencith  ^ 
<  bin  there  was  stuc  k  a  llat  piece  of  lead,  on  which  was  rouC-? 
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cnilched  or  incised,  '  Hie  requiescit  Willialmus  serex,  felicis 
nemoric,"  and  on  the  obverse  '  Pmus  Epis.'  The  Annal  and 
he  inscription  are  thus  found  to  agree  in  thus  calling  him 
Senex,  or.  The  Old '  on  account  of  the  great  age  which  he 
ud  attained,  and  in  describing  him  as  '  Primus  Episcopus '  or 
ibe  first  bishop  (of  Orkney)," 

In  Ihe  Orkntyin^a  and  Magnus  Heiga  Sagas  Bishop  William 
a  slated  to  have  been  bishop  of  the  Orkneys  for  sixty-six  years, 
Bwedible  as  such  a  statement  may  seem. 

Having  got  possession  of  the  building,  the  heritors  had  to 
Si  it  op  again  for  worship  after  Presbyterian  forms.  The 
government  had  preserved  everything  worth  preserving ;  and, 
u  a  matter  of  course,  the  choir  was,  in  its  then  purified  state, 
'M  beautiful  for  a  place  in  which  prayer  and  praise  were  once 
mote  to  be  offered  up  to  Him,  who  made  the  universe.  It  had 
lobe  made  smug  and  ugly  in  accordance  with  modern  notions 
"fthe  fitness  of  things. 

The  bishop's  throne  and  carl's  pew,  which  even  Cromwell's 
liints  had  spared,  had  to  be  broken  u]).  Of  the  earl's  i)ew, 
'Orae  of  the  panels,  richly  carved  with  armorial  bearings,  are 
now  in  private  hands.  Of  course,  both  throne  and  pew,  if 
'pace  were  (he  only  thing  required,  might  have  been  placed 
m  the  transepts  or  nave.  But  then  there  would  have  been 
W  delicious  feeling  of  sacrilegious  vandalism  about  the  trans- 
Wion.  The  galleries  went  up  again  in  the  aisles,  and  the 
littHiliful,  tawdry  screen  was  erected  to  shut  off  the  choir  from 
iIk  nave.  The  pillars  were  naked  ;  and  naked  pillars,  as  all 
"Sht-thinking  [K;o])le  of  course  feel,  are  horribly  indecent,  and 
should  be  clothed.  And  clothed  they  have  been  with  white- 
*i^h,  pink-wash,  or  yellow  ochre. 

The  sanctuary,  i.e.  all  to  the  east  of  the  three  sle[>s,  was 
'o«ercd,  if  not  completely  removed  ;  and  whilst  this  was  being 
'lone,  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1855,  the  cist  containing  the 
remains  of  William  the  Old,  which  had  been  replaced  in  1848. 
'*'i-%  again  uncovered ;  and — it  being  of  course  no  one's 
tusincis   to   look   after   such    trilles— was,   with    its    contents 
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<arlcil   away  with  the   nil)l)ish.     Sir   Henry   Dndcn   wa«    a 
Kirkwall  at  the  time,  anil  voiu  lies  tor  the  fact     One  mi*:.*:: 
have    thought,   that    ministers  a?ui  others   cnnromed   wx.l<l 
es|K:cially  after  the  appearance  in  the  previous  January'  of  Mr 
Petrie's   pai)er  in  the  Orcadian^  have  taken  s]>ecial  care  thjL  ' 
the  remains  of  the  first  minister,  who  had  oflfered  up  jrs^cr 
and   praise  in   the  fane,  hail  to  l>e  moved  from  their  rc*i:%- 
phue  under  the  high  altar,  they  should l»e reverently  re-intcro: 
in  some  other  portion  of  the  Iniilding.    It  is  true  he  was  onclrf 
the  most  rontem]»til)le  creatures,  a  bishop  ;   and  it   nay  \< 
an  o\m:x\  (iue'iii<^n  with  some  jKrople,  whether  a  l>ishop  cjn  he 
considered  a  minister  of  the  (JosjktI.     Hut  then  he  was  n- 
greedy,  gripping,  Scotch  ]>rclate,  with  an  i n satiable  earth  hunze?. 
I>ut  a  kindly,  genial  Norseman,  and  one  of  the  central  X\^t^ 
of  that   Orknt-yini^a  Stit^ii,  which,  to  the  Orcadians  and  St*t 
landers,    is   what   the    Nihelunr^enlud  is   to   the   more  itoiid 
dwellers  in  the  Teutonic  Fatherland.     What  makes  the  afaihf 
of  all  cnnceriied  so  remarkable  is,  not  only  that  the  OrrjiJir* 
are   |>roud  of  their  pure  (according  to  them)  Norse  de*«c*". 
but  that,  probably,  nowhere  in  tlie  Hritish  Isles  is  the  -^tar.iia^' 
of  culture  and  education  so  high  amongst  the   tradin}:  fLa*<<^ 
as  it  is  in  the  Orkney^  and  Sheiland.    The  Rev.  William  Sp»^ 
who    since    i-^4.>   has    been    minister   of   the  second  of  fi^ 
rhargt>,  even  tl sinks,  tliat  there  was  something  laudable  iN^- 
the  tr.iMs.u  lion  ;  and  in  a  letter  to  the  Scotsman  of  the  15th  rt 
August  last  year,  on  the  subject  of  the  Cathedral,  wrote: — 

"At  the  sa?ne  lime,  there  can  l)e  no  douht  that  those  ^ 
discovered  the  fore-mentioned  remains  in  the  CathcdfaL  M^ 
had  them  remrived,  descr%'ed,  in  so  far  as  this  particular  poi' 
Is  cone  erned,  the  thanks  of  the  whole  community*. 

"The  choir  (»f  St.  Mainius  is  not  a  cemetery." 
.\s  the  thanks  of  the  whole  community  are,  according  •^ 
Mr.  Sp.irk,  due  to  all  concerned,  i»erhaps  he  will  adopt  the 
following  sug::estion  :  Let  a  brass  plate,  it  need  not  be  or- 
n.kment.d,  or  Ik.*  carved  bv  Lecomte  of  Rouen,  or  anv  *** 
else,  be  affixed  to  the  column  or  pillar  nearest  the  spot  whrff 
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the  dsl  iras  found,  and  let  such  plate  bear  the  following 
iuniption : — 

STAY,  TRAVELLER! 
Not/arftvm  thh  pillar  was  found,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 
riflS.  If  cist  containing  the  mortal  rimains  of  William  the  Old, 
Firit  Bishop  (if  the  Orkneys. 

Hevnis  a  '^J'arisian  scholar,"  and  for  66  years  Bishop.  He 
*«W  St.  Magnus.  He  -was  the  friend  of  SI.  RUgm'ald,  with 
*kr»  he  made  the  celebraled  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land. 
iftir  Si.  Rogmiald's  dealh  in  the  year  1158,  till  his  own  in 
iiM,  ke  superintended  the  butUing  of  this  Catludral. 

h  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1855,  and  in  the  19th  year  of  the 
"'m  of  Her  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria— ^as  the  choir  of 
'iis  Church  is  not  a  cemetery — the  bones  of  the  said  Bishop, 
'^'huh  had  rested  in  this  building  for  nearly  seven  centuries, 
»w  carted  away  with  the  ruhbish,^no  man  knows  •whither. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

THE    ORKNEYS.  —  KIRKWALL    AND    THE     EAST    MAINU5P 

— (continued). 

The    Bishop's   and  the    Earfs    Palaces, 

In  a  direct  line  with  the  south  transept  of  the  calhrfa 
lie,  at  a  distance  of  about  33  yards,  such  remains  of  ^ 
Bishop's  Palace  as  the  (ioths  of  the  eighteenth  and  ninetccnik 
<  cnturics  have  left  to  us  consisting  of  the  walls,  more  or  k** 
demolished,  of  the  main  building,  at  the  north -western  ctXV^ 
of  which  stands  the  shell  of  the  round  tower  erected  b? 
Bishop  Reid. 

The  princii)al  building,  which  runs  from  N.  by  \V.  to  SbfE. 
and  forms  a  jxarallelogram  112  ft,  5  in.  by  27  ft  2  in.  ootsJd 
measurements,  must,  according  to  Dr)'den,  have  consisted  > 
the  lower  story,  of  vaulted  cr)-])ts,  or  cellars,  above  which  ci» 
the  grand  tier,  which  was  divided  into  three  rooms — a  fRi 
hall  46  ft.  5  in.  in  length,  and  two  smaller  apartments^  respo 
tively  20  ft.  2  in.  and  13  ft.  3  in.,  the  smallest  room  abotoo 
on  the  tower.  .\l)ove  the  grand  tier  came  the  sleeping  ^0 
ments,  and  al)ove  them  the  attics.  Whether  any  portioB  < 
this  building  was  part  of  the  original  palace  in  which  d 
Hdkon  breathed  his  last  is  doubtful :  but  the  roond  lo** 
was  undoubtedly  erected  by  Bishop  Rcid,  as  his  annflW 
bearings  are  still  to  be  seen  on  a  panel  near  the  tofK  *■ 
al>ove  the  arms  a  mitre  and  the  letters  R.  R. 

Facing  the  road,  and  about  halfway  up,  is  a  small  recess 
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ch  it]  which  stands  a  somewhat  muiilated  figure  3  ft.  4  in. 
gh,  generally  supposed  lo  represent  Bishop  Reid,  but  which, 
3!n  ihe  fact  of  its  being  draped  in  a  short  tunic  and  having  lonp; 
tit,  Dtyden  considers  cannot  have  been  meant  for  that  prelate, 
t  the  bottom  of  the  lower,  which  has  an  exterior  diameter 
'  18  ft.,  is  a  five-sided  vaulted  cellar,  the  proper  entrance  into 
hid)  was  from  the  cellars  of  the  main  building.  Above  the 
Uir  were  four  irregular  quadrangular  apartments,  access  to 
«  lowest  one  being  from  the  north  room  of  the  grand  tier  of 
e  main  building. 

The  staircase  of  the  tower  still  remains,  though,  owing  to 
cp  having  given  way  in  places,  il  is  dangerous  climbing, 
!C«pt  for  very  agile  people. 

Eastward  of  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  main  building, 
I  quite  recent  years,  stood  the  ruined  gateway,  which,  on  the 
ad  being  made  to  the  new  County  Buildings,  was  taken  down 
id  built  up  again  in  a  gap  in  the  cast  wall  of  the  main 
lilding. 

East  again  of  the  gateway  formerly  stood  a  s(iuare  tower, 
lOUTi  as  the  Mense  or  Mass  Tower,  and,  not  far  from  it,  a 
lallcr  square  tower,  said  to  have  been  erected  by  Bishoi) 
'id,  and  which,  from  the  "  Perspective  view  of  Kirkwall," 
■en  in  the  introduction  to  Low's  Tour,  page  xlvi.,  must  have 
■od  due  south  of  the  gateway. 

The  most  picturesque  view  of  the  ruins  is  to  be  got  from 
-  garden  on  the  west  side,  over  which  still  project  three 
iging  balconies. 

Local  tradition  asserts  that  the  building,  of  which  only  the 
ns  still  remain,  joining  on  to  the  southern  end  of  the  Palace, 
)  erected  by  Earl  Patrick,  as  an  office  from  which  his  clerk 
ihe  works  could  superintend  the  erection  of  the  building 
wn  as  the  Earl's  Palace. 

Ihe  Bishop's  Palace  long  served  as  a  quarry  from  which 
ihsof  the  Andrew  Ross  class  got  their  building  materials; 
i  Hugh  Miller'  narrates  how  he   "was  scarce  sufficiently 
'  Ciuise  of  lh€  BiHy.  c~v,,  p.  402. 
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distressed  to  learn,  that  on  almost  the  bst  occasion  on  whic 
it  had  l)ecn  wrought  for  this  pur])ose,  one  of  the  two  me: 
engaged  in  the  employment  suffered  a  stone,  which  he  hid 
loosed  out  of  the  wall,  to  drop  on  the  head  of  his  componioo 
who  stood  watching  for  it  below,  and  killed  him  on  the  ^pot" 

The  Earts  Palace, 

This  building,  originally  known  as  the  Newark  of  the  Yank 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  Bishoj)*s  Palace,  which  was  calkilthe 
Place  of  the  Yards,  consists  of  two  sides  of  a  i|uadrafl^. 
The  southern  side  is  80  ft.  in  length,  and  the  eastern  8S  n 
At  the  N.W.  angle  of  the  ea.stcrn  block  a  tower,  alwut  j6h. 
6  in.  square,  is  joined  on  to  the  main  building.  OriginillT  tfcc 
building  consisted  of  four  stories,  except  over  the  southen 
part  of  the  eastern  block,  where  a  high-pitched  roofco*"tfwI 
the  great  or  bancjucting  hall.  At  the  N.W.  and  SiW.  aitfk* 
of  the  tDwer,  on  the  first  floor,  are  corl>elled  turrets:  and. 
according  to  Low's  sketch  of  the  building  as  it  existed  in  l> 
day,  similar  turrets,  tluaigh  not  so  deep,  seem  to  have  hung  ^ 
the  angles  of  the  set  onil  fl(X)r  of  the  south-western  gaUe. 

The  grand  entrance  is  on  the  south  side,  though  there  »«* 
smaller  door  on  the  north  side  of  the  southern  block,  doiCi- 
the  junction  with  the  eastern  one. 

Kntering  through  the  grand  entrance  you  descend  sooc 
stej)s  into  a  i)assage,  which  runs  east  and  west.  Turning  to 
the  weNt  you  come  to  the  kitchen,  18  ft.  by  15  fL,  with  ooeci' 
tho>e  huge  ofHrn  fireplaces  in  vogue  in  those  days.  Tufoii^ 
east  you  come  to  the  well,  in  the  south-eastern  angle,  towbtt 
the  water  was  brought  in  pi|>es  from  the  high  ground  to  ibe 
eastward.  I'Vom  here  a  pa^siige  runs  along  the  western  skfco' 
the  eastern  block  to  the  lower. 

Oj Honing  into  this  jussage  are  four  vaulted  chamber^  ^ 
s]>ectively  15  ft.  10  in.  by  12  ft.  4  in.  ;  16  ft  by  12  iL  4  ^■ 
16  ft  by  12  ft.  4  in.  ;  and  22  ft.  by  12  ft.  3  in.  The  room  o 
the  tower  is  twenty  feet  square. 
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Ki  you  ascend  the  grand  staircase,  and  in  fact  the  only  one 
from  the  ground  to  the  first  floor,  you  pass  a  square  opening 
thfOLgli  which  the  dishes  were  handed  from  the  kitchen.  At 
ihe  top  of  the  stairs  is  a  door  leading  into  a  room  over  the 
kitchen,  and  of  similar  dimensions.  Then  between  it  and  the 
entrance  to  the  great  hall  on  the  south  side  is  a  small  chapel, 
9  ft.  by  7  ft.  6  in,,  in  which  a  piscina  still  remains.  Opposite 
the  chapel  is  a  small  pantry.  The  great  hall  is,  however,  the 
feature  of  the  whole  building,  55  ft  i  in.  by  20  ft.  4  in.  The 
si<ie  wails  from  which  the  high-pitched  roof  sprang  are  15  ft. 
high,  and  ihe  total  height  from  floor  to  the  ridge  of  the  roof 
niiisl  have  been  34  ft. 

There  are  two  fireplaces,  one  on  the  west  side,  and  the  other 
at  the  north  end  of  the  room.  The  principal  one  is  that  on 
'he  west  side,  which  is  a  very  fine  one,  measuring  14  ft.  4  in. 
in  width  and  having  a  stone  cross-bar  extending  from  side  to 
*idt  On  each  of  the  pillars  at  the  side  are  still  lo  be  seen, 
ihonghmuch  worn,  a  coronet,  and,  on  a  band  Iil'Iow,  P.E.O. 
(Patrick,  Earl  of  Orkney).  The  room  must  have  been 
'Iilendidly  lighted. 

.\i  ilie  south  end  a  window  consisting  of  three  pointed  lights 
well  13  ft.  by  3  ft.  a  in.,  and  above  this  window  a  small  one,  4  ft. 
I'y  J  ft.  6  in.  On  the  east  side  were  two  large  bay  windows, 
and  one  on  the  west  side.  At  the  north  end  of  the  room  a 
o'alltrj-  seems  to  have  stretched  from  side  to  side,  probably  in- 
lended  for  musicians.  At  the  south-west  corner  is  a  staircase, 
*tiich  probably  led  to  rooms  over  chapel  and  p.intry.  On  the 
north  iide  of  the  great  hall  is  another  very  fine  room  zz  ft. 
by  19  ft.  with  a  fine  bay  window  on  the  west  side.  From  this 
foorayou  enter  the  one  in  the  tower,  19  ft.  liy  i6  ft.,  having; 
^mall  circular  dressing-rooms  at  the  anjiles.  Comi>li;ted  by  ICarl 
Patrick  in  1600,  the  building  was  in  1606  or  1607  handed  over 
'0  Bishop  Law  in  pursuance  of  an  arran^'emcnt  l)el«-cen  them. 

On  the  final  settlement  of  the  bishopric  and  earldom 
^^laies  in  1614  the  Newark  of  the  Yards  was  assigned 
^s  the   episcopal    palace,  subject,  however,  to    the    right    of 
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the  king's  justiciar  to  hold  his  courts  in  it  Bishop  ! 
kenzie  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  person  who  inhabite 
after  which  it  was  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies  d 
cultured  Rosses  and  Mortons.  Some  few  years  back  it 
proposed  to  restore  the  building  for  county  purposes, 
Messrs.  I),  and  J.  Bryce  of  Pxlinburgh  for  that  f»urpo<e 
])ared  plans,  and  to  them  the  writer  is  indebted  for 
measurements  given.  Lord  Sherbrooke,  who  was  then  C 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  refused,  however,  to  aid  the  ( 
missioners  of  Supply  with  a  grant  out  of  the  public  jmrw. 
so  the  restoration  scheme  had  to  l)e  al>andoned,  and  the  pn 
block  of  county  buildings  erected.  Before  leaving  thel>cil 
let  us  tr)'  and  recall  to  mind  some  of  the  scenes  that  have 
witnessed  in  the  "  magna  aula." 

(1602.)  It  is  for  the  Orkne>*s  a  hot  sweltering  di; 
.\ugust,  all  the  windows  are  oixrn,  and  the  great  firepU 
filled  with  such  flowers  as  these  northern  regions  pro! 
Attendants,  each  with  my  lord's  cognisance  cmbroidcrtc 
the  sleeve  of  his  left  arm,  are  hunting  to  and  fro,  sprcJ 
the  table  for  the  ban<iuet,  which  will  shortly  take  p 
Here  is  one  bearing  a  di^^h  of  heaih-fowl  which  my  k 
hawks  struck  down  last  week  on  the  moors  alx)ve  the  \jx 
Birsay  ;  another  is  carrying  a  ]>latter  full  of  ptarmigan  slam 
hail  shot  from  an  anjuebus  on  the  Hill  of  Hoy ;  or  it  nu 
hares  which  my  lord  and  his  friends  have  coursed  in  the  v; 
under  the  Dwarfie  Hamars  with  those  handsome  n 
deerhounds,  which  are  lying  in  the  comer  out  of  the  1 
At  the  top  of  the  board  smokes  a  noble  haunch  of  tch 
from  the  forests  of  Sutherland,  and,  close  beside  it,  stands 
lord's  master-cook  waiting  to  carve.  Below  the  salt  arc  stan 
guests,  merchants  and  others  from  the  borough,  wha 
being  of  gentle  birth,  are  awaiting  the  entrance  of  my 
and  hi^  distinguished  visitors.  Presently  a  flourish  of  tnoo 
from  the  trumpeters  in  the  galler)-  announces  the  entn 
the  gentles  from  the  private  ajurtments  in  the  north  end 

Here  comes   the   Earl   of  Sutherland,  accompanied  by 
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Kobert  Gordon,  the  Laird  of  Assynt  and  the  rest  of  his  suite  ; 
after  them  follows  Ear]  Patrick,  now  in  the  prime  of  life, 
leading  a  fair-haired  boy,  who,  in  spite  of  being  the  bastard 
pandson  of  one,  like  himself,  bom  out  of  wedlock,  looks  royal 
Stewart  on  every  line  of  his  countenance.  Bringing  up  the 
rtar  come  David  Kennedy,  my  lord's  poor  cousin  and  hench- 
man, the  crafty  Dischington,  and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  of 
m^  lonl's  household. 

The  guests  have  all  taken  their  places,  and  my  lord's  chap- 
l»in,  successor  to  the  unfortunate  Parson  of  Orphir,  has  said 
gnc^  when  another  flourish  of  trumpets  announces  to  the 
crowd  outside  in  the  courtyard  that  the  banquet  has  com- 
nmced. 

(1616.)  Fourteen  years  have  nearly  passed  away,  and,  once 
again,  we  are  standing,  in  the  spirit,  on  the  same  spot  from  which 
"«  witnessed  the  noble  entertainment  given  to  the  Earl  of 
Sutherland.  It  is  not  much  more  than  a  year  since,  worn  out 
"lilh  five  years  of  imprisonment  and  trial  upon  trial,  Earl  Patrick 
«as  executed  at  the  Market  Cross  of  Edinburgh  under  his 
rojil  cousin's  warrant,  not  so  m«ch  for  the  oppression  and 
irimes  he  had  undoubtedly  committed,  as  because  Somerset, 
theKieenie  of  the  hour,  was  looking  forward  to  a  grant  of  his 
escheated  property.  His  son,  too,  whom  we  saw  a  fair-haired 
!jildie,  met  with  a  still  more  ignoble  death  by  the  cord  some 
iw  weeks  before  his  father.'  It  is  the  same  banqueting  hall, 
but  hoB-  changed  is  everything  1  The  rich  hangings  of  damask 
.ind  tapestry  have  all  vanished,  all  the  handsome  ornaments 
Me  gone,  and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  room  conveys  the  im- 
pression of  one  devoted  to  stern  business,  instead  of  revelry 
^nd  feasting.  Not  only  is  the  appearance  of  the  room  changed, 
liut  it  is  also  a  different  time  of  year.  Now  a  March  equinoc- 
tial gale  is  whistling  down  the  chimneys,  and  making  doors 
■'id  windows  rattle  again.  It  is  getting  late  in  the  evening, 
lid  the  attendants  are  bringing  in  lamps  and  candles.  In  the 
rbairof  state  under  the  gallery  sits  Henry  Stewart  of  Carlogy, 
'  See  Appendix  O  1,  pp.  6jo-l. 
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his  Majesty's  Justice  and  Sheriff  Depute ;  a  hands 
man,  with  a  keen,  intellectual  face,  he  is  now  ill 
advance  of  his  age,  he  does  not  believe  that  the 
crime  as  witchcraft,  but,  as  a  judge,  he  has  to 
feelings  on  one  side.  Close  to  the  big  central 
which  is  glowing  a  huge  fire,  partly  of  sea-borne  co: 
of  peats,  stands  Railie  Chalmers,  whom,  nearly  foi 
my  Lord  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  then  Bishop  of 
elect  with  others  "  to  govern  and  beir  rewU "  in 
Kirkwall,  and  to  whom  the  procurator  fiscal,  cc 
verdict,  is  talking  about  the  affairs  of  the  boroi 
round  the  table  are  the  ministers  and  elders,  who  h 
chief  promoters  of  the  drama,  the  first  act  of  w 
l>eing  played,  and  who,  a  few  days  hence,  will  la 
horrible  scene  at  the  Lon  Head  with  much  the  s 
with  which  the  officials  of  the  Spanish  Holy  Office 
the  auto  da  fe  of  one  who  has  been  wicked  enoug 
the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  as  h 
did.  WIio  is  this  woman,  whose  dark  hair,  coin 
accent  l)ctray  her  Celtic  origin?  It  is  the  **i 
Els|x:th  Rcoch,^  "dochter  to  umquhill  Donald  Rcc 
p)'])er  to  the  Krle  of  Cathncs."  Her  very  guard 
from  her,  as  if  fearing  contamination  from  the  accux 
And  yet,  she  is  no  hideous  old  hag,  but,  as  you  \ 
pushes  the  dark  hair  away  which  constantly  kee; 
clusters  over  her  face,  a  young  woman,  still  in  t 
life,  and  with  a  certain  weird,  melancholy  beauty 
in  spite  of  the  unsettled  look  of  those  dark  eyes 
rates  a  certain  lack  of  mental  jwwcr.  Shi  has  n 
horrible  doom  that  awaits  her.  When  she  can  col! 
wandering  faculties  sufficiently  to  think  at  ail,  sh( 
she  will  see  Lochabcr  no  more,  and  that  never  a, 
hear  the  sound  of  the  pii>cs,  now  swelling  u|>,  now 
in  some  wcll-remcmbercd  haunt  of  her  youth  ;  and 
she  wonders  whether  any  one  will  play  one  of  the 

*  See  amU^  p.  97. 
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,  ihat  have  such  a  pathetic  wail  about  (hem  even  to 
1  ears,  when  they  hear  of  the  horrible  death  the  Sas- 
hnve  made  her  suffer,  chiefly  because — unhappy  woman 

is — she  has  inherited  from   her  Highland  forefathers 

gift  of  second  sight.  All  at  once  every  voice  becomes 
id  a  solemn  stillness  falls  on  the  whole  assembly,  as 
tlemen  of  the  assize  or  jury,  sixteen  in  number,  and 
ay  their  chancellor  or  foreman^ihat  William  Bannatyn 
ay,  who  four  years  back  buried  in  Si.  Magnus  Kirlc, 
,  his  "godlie  and  virtous  spous,  Isbel  Calcri  " — walk 
ito  their  places.  The  Sheriff  now  rises,  and  asks  the 
t  is  their  verdict ;  to  which  Bannaiyn  replies,  "Guilty, 

on  all  jxiints  of  the  dittay." 

jrdship  then  signs  to  a  repulsive -looking  man,  from 
e  audience  seem  to  shrink  away  even  in  a  more  marked 
;han  they  do  from  the  priiioncr.  He  is  the  dempsler, 
:etds  to  deliver  in  a  harsh,  strident  voice  ihe  terrible 
,  that  on  a  cerlain  day,  she  shall  l)e  taken  by  the  lock- 
he  Ixin  Head,  and  there  be  strangled  at  ihe  stake,  and 
rwards,  lest  her  poor  frail  tenement  of  clay  shall  con- 

thc   earth,  her  body  shall    be  burnt  in  ashes,  and 

lo  the  four  winds  of  heaven. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

THK    ORKNEYS. — KIRKWALL    AND    THE    KAST    MAIN'UNU 

— (continufd), 

Deerfuss, 

*•  Once,  off  Dyrnc^s  lo  the  exstvanl. 
Came  King  Knli  in  a  mail -coat 
Famous  for  it ^  strength  and  Icif^htnets ; 
Hut  the  Ian<l  was  not  defencelot. 
Fur,  with  five  shi|>s  nothing  daunteil, 
Scurnini{  flight  in  uarliko  temper. 
Valiantly  the  Trincc  went  for»ani 
'(lain-t  the  Kin;j*N  eleven  vessels. 

**  Then  the  shi|>s  uorc  bshctl  ti>gether — 
Know  ye  how  the  men  were  falling  ? 
All  the  sw.tr (U  ami  l>oards  %»erc  swimminjp 
In  (he  life  111  kmI  f)f  the  Sc»tsmen  : 
Hearts  were  sinking— Itowstrtng*  sccrcamiag, 
P.irt"*  x^ere  tlying — prar"«hafts  hendinj  : 
Swonls  were  Inting,  hl«Mxl  flowed  freely, 
Ah'I  the  rrincc\  heart  uas  merrv. 

••  Never  was  a  l»attlc  shortc  ; 
Soon  with  *jH'ar-»  it  w.-.-*  decided. 
Thou„'li  my  I«ird  had  fewer  numl^rs 
Vet  he  ch.iNe<l  them  all  licfore  him  ; 
lln.irM-ly  crf.ikfd  tin*  tuttle-t^ll,  when, 
Tliick  fell  the  woundeil  king\*men  : 
Stuith  '-f  Sandwick  >woriU  were  reddened.** 

ArN'ik  JAkLAKSKALIi.   Orhttfimi^ Sm^ 

This  pttiinMila.  to  any  one  who  is  not  pressed  for  tin*''' 
Mcll  w<irth  a  vi>it.  both  on  account  of  its  Gloupand  of  »* 
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VoHgh  of  Deemess,  wliereon  are  still  to  be  seen  the  remains  of, 
*«  have  every  reason  to  believe,  the  chapci  and  bee-hive- 
oofed  huts  of  an  early  Celtic  monastic  settlement. 

The  little  wayside  public-house  at  Sttiiddy  Banks  is  exactly 
a  miles  from  Kir)cwa]l,  and  a  pedestrian,  tvho  does  not  mind 
lain  (are,  might  put  up  for  the  night  there,  and  do  the 
ights  of  the  district  at  his  leisure  on  the  following  day. 

At  you  ascend  the  hill  to  the  south-east  of  tlie  cathedral 
oucorae  to  the  junction  of  the  Clay  I  oan  or  Lane  with  the 
»<1,  jnst  above  wh  h  h  oad  HraSMrybrach  ff 
"his  is  the  Lon  Hdhtn  wh  w  o 


May  poor  devils 
trangled  to  death.        h 
atne  years  back,    h 
ght     This  may  h        b 
le  isih  of  Novem 
f  ihf  royal  boro 
sccnd  ihe  hill  yo 
ved  Malcolm  La  h 

ave  been  the  sc 
any  under  John  E  d 
efore  referred  to  T 
ave  most  bcautif 
Tht  moment,  ho 
0  longer  strained 
he  road  is  uninti. 
^Ibnms  of  Dingysh 
^nd.  and  on  the  \ 
wuins  of  the  hro 
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■^t'  ihL-  hills  of  H 
'I'cnJant  Horse, 
'"ill  fatten  one  she 
"*i;lf  looks  very  sn 
■^■■^t  it  presents  a 
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height,  which  is  the  principal  breeding-pUce  for  the  sea-to 
the  eastern  side  of  the  group.  On  Com  Holm,  whid 
between  Copinsay  and  the  shore,  I>ow  *  found  the  remain 
small  chapel  17  ft.  by  15  ft.,  with  walls  5  ft  thick,  buf 
and  the  doorway  so  low  as  to  comi)el  him  to  stoop  on  cut 
Close  to  the  chapel  was  a  well  with  stairs  leading  down 
and  all  around  seem  to  have  been  scattered  the  reroai 
small  buildings,  similar  probably  to  those  mentioned  her 
on  the  Brough  of  Durness.  Coi)insay  and  Com  Holm  woi 
well  worth  a  visit  about  the  end  of  May  or  beginning  of 
Before  coming  to  Smiddy  Banks  you  see  close  to  the  sha 
a  beautiful  sandy  bay  the  house  of  Newark,  the  01 
building  of  which  was  erected  by  John  Earl  of  Carrick. 

About  two  miles  beyond  Smiddy  Banks  you  come  I 
church,  one  of  the  usual  ty])ical  Presbyterian  places  of  wc 
which  has  been  erected  in  the  place  of  the  two-towered  c 
seen  by  Ix)w,  and  thus  dcscril)ed  by  him :  * 

"The  Church  of  Decmess  is  very  remarkable,  and  par 
looks  to  be  pretty  ancient :  the  east  end  consists  of  a 
which  crosses  the  breadth  of  the  inside,  and  at  each  s 
this  is  erected  a  small  steei>le.  Thro'  the  %'ault  or  qoif 
enters  the  steei)le  on  his  right  hand,  and  by  a  turnpike 
goes  to  a  small  ajiartment  or  vestry  built  between  the  st< 
From  this  last  ajxirtmcnt  he  enters  the  second,  which,  o 
pro])ably,  have  had  bells  ;  these  are  now  gone,  said  tc 
Inren  carried  away  by  Cromwell's  soldiers.  TraditkNi 
clear  (and  there  are  no  records)  who  was  the  builder  \ 
C'hurch.  The  steci)les  are  said  to  be  monumental,  and  ; 
over  a  lady's  two  sons  buried  there,  but  whether  this  is 
not  is  hard  to  determine.** 

In  Thomas  Brown's  note-l>ook  is  a  curious  entry  rcb 
this  church.  "1690,  Feb.  ist,  Wm.  Craigie  of  Gain; 
marrieil  to  Kmma  (irahame,  Relict  of  John  Buchaii 
Sandyside,  at  the  Kirk  of  St.  .Androi's,  and  the  brydal  ol 
the  same  houss,  and  in  respect  it  is  observed  be  tradki 
*  Lo%  *  Tour,  p.  47.  t  iUdem,  p.  jj. 
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persones  that  is  married  in  the  Kirk  of  Deimes  hath  any  good 
suaess  or  ihryving,  and  thairfor  they  went  and  was  marrid  by 
Mi.  Joa  Phillips,  minister  at  the  said  United  Kirk." 

The  original  church,  which  was  dedicated  lo  Sl  Peter,  was 
"bja  jury  of  tradesmen,  on  oath,  declared  in  1789  loo  small, 
ruinous,  and  irreparable."'  The  foundations  were  removed 
some  twenty  years  ago,  to  enlarge  the  burial  ground. 

There  is  a  curious  triangular-shaped  stone  in  the  churchyard, 
one  side  of  which  is  cut  in  facets  like  those  on  the  drops  of  a 
dundelicr.  There  is  another  similar  stone  in  Rendale,  known 
**  the  Queen  of  Morocco's  gravestone.  The  road  ends  at  the 
i:lmrch,  and  to  visit  the  Gloup  and  Brough  you  must  trust  to 
yoiii  legs. 

Ha!f-a-mile's  walk  across  the  links  brings  you  to  Sandside, 
•here  the  ruins  of  the  old  house  of  the  Buchanans,  who 
"ere  people  of  position  in  the  islands  in  the  seventeenth 
i^tniury,  are  still  to  be  seen.  On  the  chimney-piece  of  one  of 
liie  rooms  was  the  following  lively  Calvinistic  sentiment, 
ablated  to  aid  digestion,  "  Who  -  can  dwell  with  everlasting 
'timings.'"  Just  off  this  part  of  the  coast  was  fought  the 
memorable  sea-fight  between  the  Great  Jarl  Thorfinn  and  that 
t^^tl  Hundason  mentioned  in  the  Saga,  whose  identity  with 
■itiy  known  Scottish  monarch  has  been  such  a  pu2/,lc  to  his- 
lorical  inquirers. 

-Mxiut  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  Sandsidc  you  come 
lo  ihc  Gloup  of  Deerness.  This  consists  of  a  vast  chasm  some 
|0  yds.  long  by  [>erhaps  40  yds.  in  breadth  at  the  widest  part. 
ITie  bides  are  perjfendicular  and  about  80  ft.  in  height.  From 
ilie  eastern  end  a  tunnel  or  arch  some  60  yds.  long  com- 
raunicaies  with  the  sea,  through  which  with  an  easterly  gale 
'lie  surf  must  be  driven  in  grand  style.  Standing  at  ihc 
*wiem  end  of  the  gloup,  where  a  small  hum  flows  over 
'he  cliff,  you  get  a  glimpse  of  the  sea  outside  through  the 
3'ch.  There  is  said  lo  be  a  cave  directly  under  this  burn,  to 
'Wch,  in  calm  weather,  access  can  be  had  by  a  boat. 

f'Tst  Slatislical  Accnunl.  vol.  %x.  p.  l6<j.  '  Low's  Tour,  p.  5j. 
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Another  thrccM]uartcrs  of  a  mile  or  so  beyond  the  Gloe:- 
brinf^s  you  to  the  Hroiigh  of  I  )eerness.  This  is  a  stacrk  or  v^^\ 
nearly  insulated  at  high  tide.  You  first  have  to  descend  to  the 
beach  and  then  clamber  over  some  large  l>ouIders  till  you  re*?) 
the  western  side  of  the  stack,  which  is  from  80  to  icc  n. 
above  sea-level.  A  very  narrow  and  dangerous  path,  eAfc;i^v 
j)eo|)le  with  very  steady  heads,  lead^^  to  the  summit,  which  con 
sisls  of  a  plateau,  oval  in  sha|)e,  and  about  400  ft.  by  J43n. 
<  )n  the  land  side  are  the  remains  of  a  stone  cashel  or  will  Ir 
the  centre,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  plateau  are  the  remains  of  the 
old  cha|)el  of  pilgrimage,^  measuring  externally  24  ft  5  R 
by  17  ft.  4  in.,  and  internally  17  ft.  4  in.  by  10  ft.  j  is. 
The  door  is  at  the  west  end,  and  there  apjH:ars  to  lu*e 
been  only  one  window  at  the  eastern  end,  an<l  that,  tit 
the  door,  is  mutilated.  In  the  north  wall  is  an  amhry  * 
recess.  Scaitere<l  all  over  the  plateau  are  the  remains  of  crfs* 
eighteen  in  number,  built  of  uncemented  stones  ;  the  *.air<< 
(;f  whi<*h  measures  externally  24  ft.  by  12  ft.,  and  intirnuli? 
iS  ft.  by  6  ft. 

On  the  landward  side  is  a  wall.  Anderson*  is  <}f  opipio^ 
that  both  chapel  and  <ells  go  ba(  k  to  the  days  of  the  mon3«!if 
})ha'<e  of  the  early  Celtic  Church. 

It  is  not  impossible,  therefore,  that  these  rude  buildings  ic^T 
have  brcn  ercited  bv  Cormac  or  some  of  his  followerv.  ai^ 
be  nearly  thirteen  hundred  years  old. 

When  Jo  Ik-n  wrote,  in  1529,  the  chapel  was  known  *• 
**the  Hairns  of  Burgh/' and  he  narrates  how  persons  ofaB 
ages  an<i  classes  from  the  ditierent  islands  made  pilgriaui^ 
to  the  pla<  f,  and  how  barefooted,  on  hands  and  kne<s.  ll*T 
<  linjbed  with  difticulty  to  the  toj*  by  a  |»ath  that  only  adirittri 
<ine  at  a  time  to  as<  cn<l.  Once  at  the  toji,  with  bent  in*'* 
and  hands  (laspcd.  they  proceeded  three  times  round  iherh:?^ 
.M'lK'alini:  to  the  Iliirns  of  Ilurirh,  and  e%*erv  now  and  tlxB 
throwing  stones  anil  water  behind  their  kicks.     Even  it  S^-** 

■  Amlcr  Mw*-*  \.':Ian.i  in  Ktirly  ChriJutM  Tfmfs,  Fir*t  Series  p;*.  W  f 
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iiile,  when  the  first  mutterings  of  tlie  Reformaiion  storm  wi;re 
»s  jel  only  heard  in  the  distance,  all  recollection  or  tradition  as 
to  whom  the  chapel  was  dedicated  seems  to  have  disappeared. 
.\nd  at  the  present  day,  it  is  said,  no  inhabitant  of  llie  parish 
tttr  visits  the  chapel  without  leaving  some  offtring  behind. 

The  writer  was  told  that  there  was  a  very  fine  cave,  having 
a  yery  narrow  entrance,  accessible  from  the  beach  a  little  to  the 
OMth  of  the  Brough. 

At  a  place  called  Scarvaiing,  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Maul  Head,  lie  the  graves  of  the  unfortunates  whose  loss  by 
stupwreck  is  thus  noted  by  Thomas  Brown : — "  1679,  Dec  ro. 
The  vessel  or  ship  called  the  Crtnvn  on  Wednesday,  at  nine 
in  the  evening  or  y'about,  whereon  was  250  or  yrby  of  yc 
*h^  taken  at  Bofhwell  Bri(jg  to  have  been  sent  to  ,  .  . 
[oirashed  at  or  near  ye  MouU  head  of  Deirncs." 

According  to  Wodrow,'  a  certain  William  Paterson,  merchant 
"1  Edinburgh,  contracted  under  penalty  to  transport  the  prisoners 
lo  Barbadoes,  and  dispose  of  them  among  the  plantntions,  "  sea- 
I'toid,  mortality,  and  force  of  arms  excepted."  After  beinj; 
iralarked  they  were  detained  for  twelve  days  in  the  Fortli 
l*ftire  they  sailed.  Coin[jelled  by  weather  to  look  for  shelter, 
"ihcy  came  pretty  near  the  shore,  and  cast  anchor:  the 
prisoners,  fearing  what  came  to  [)ass,  inlriated  to  be  set  ashore 
'■""J  sent  to  what  prison  the  master  pleased ;  but  that  could 
•wi  l)e  granted.  Instead  of  this,  the  captain,  who,  by  the  way. 
'  nm  told  was  a  papist,  caused  chain  and  lock  on  all  llio 
'iitcliis."  At  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  cable  parted,  and  the 
>cssd  drove  ashore,  when  the  crew  cut  down  the  mast  and 
esciptd  in  thai  manner  lo  shore.  In  s[)ile  of  the  etew  en- 
lieavouring  to  prevent  their  landing  some  forty  or  fifty  of  the 
Kibuners  got  ashore  on  pieces  of  board.  Wodrow,  howeviL, 
"not  the  most  reliable  of  witnesses. 

L'l'^ards  of  two  hundred  of  the  prisoners  were  lost,  and 
'■nly  .1  fuw  rough  stones  mark  the  sjiot  where  the  dead  were 
■"itr-td.     Surely  some  monument  might  be  creeled  to  mark 

'  Woamiv'^  Jlisljry  of  !!:e  Sufferings,  i-r..  vol.  iii.  p.  130  ./  !<7. 
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the  place  ?  If  a  plain  grey  granite  cross  should  be  i 
too  superstitious  an  emblem  for  pious,  (kxl-fearing  S 
the  nineteenth  century,  a  simple  monolith  of  the  sain 
tould  l)e  oixrn  to  no  objection. 


Holm  St,  Mary. 

For  this  little  fishing  village,  the  full  name  of 
shortened  into  Holm  (pronounced  Ham),  a  conve] 
last  year  run  from  Kirkwall  during  the  summer  montl 
the  Kirkwall  Hotel  at  eight  in  the  morning  and  retui 
Holm  at  six  in  the  evening.  Turning  to  your  right  < 
to  the  Lon  Head,  you  have  for  the  first  mik- 
af\cr  leaving  the  town,  most  beautiful  views,  not  oi 
panorama  to  the  north  of  Kirkwall  Harbour,  but  alsc 
Flow,  the  Ward  Hill  of  Orphir,  and  the  hills  of  H03 
from  about  the  fourth  milestone,  as  you  begin  to  d 
Holm,  you  have  spread  out  before  you  a  charming 
ment "  of  islands  and  islets  set  in  a  sea,  that  rarely 
waters  looks  so  l>rilliantly  blue,  as  it  does  in  the  rapH 
that  ix)ur  through  the  Orcadian  sounds  and  firths.  J 
entering  the  village,  which  is  a  trifle  over  six  n 
Kirkwall,  you  come  to  a  small  loch,  separated  froii 
by  an  ayre,  or  shingle  l)each,  which  holds  very 
running  about  three  to  the  i)ound.  The  village  c 
one  long  straggling  row  of  houses,  at  the  eastern 
of  which  is  an  old  store-house,  with  a  high*pilch( 
stepped  roof 

From  this  little  village,  now  so  busy  in  the  hcffrin 
the  great  Montrose,  the  author  of  the  well-known 
ap]>licable  to  his  own  case — 

"  lie  cither  fear^i  hi<  fate  too  much. 
Or  hU  deserts  are  smaU, 
That  darts  not  pot  it  to  the  touch 
To  gain  or  k»e  it  all.** 
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sailed  forth  on  th.it  fatal  expedition,  which  was  to  itrniinate 

»  disaslrously  at  Corbiesdale, 

About  half  a  mite  or  so  beyond  the  village  is  the  house  of 
Ctaemeshall,  erected  by  Bishop  Graham,  hiniself  a  cadet  of 
lilt  Inchbraky  branch  of  the  clan.  The  present  back-door  still 
bens  over  it  the  hospitable  motto  put  up  by  the  Bishop,  Patea% 
Amieis  with  the  date  ibid.  The  chimney-piece,  in  the  new 
dining-room,  recently  erected,  is  ornamented  with  carved  oak 
panels,  originally  a  ])Ortion  of  the  throne  put  up  by  the  Bishop 
tninseir  in  the  cathedral.  The  last  lineal  male  descendant  of 
the  Bishop  was  Admiral  Patrick  Graeme,  who  lost  a  !eg  at 
liie  Do^er-Bank  in  1781.  On  his  decease  the  present  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  Sutherland  Graeme,  came  into  the  properly 
lluough  his  grandmother,  who  was  an  aunt  of  the  admiral's. 

The  old  house  of  Graemeshall  saw  stirring  scenes  in  June, 
1694,  when  two  French  privateers  sailed  into  Ihe  sound,  and, 
after  i-eizing  three  vessels,  proceeded  to  loot  everything  ihcy 
i-ould  lay  hands  on  in  the  little  island  of  Lanibholni,  after 
'liich  they  proceeded  to  break  into  the  old  sloru-house 
Itloie  mentioned.  As  their  boats  proceeded  backwards  and 
ftimatds  between  the  vessels  and  the  shore,  James  Graham, 
ilien  laird,  amused  himself  by  firing  several  cannon-shots  at 
'littn,  apparently  without  success.  The  beacons  on  the 
ilfenl  ward  hills  having  been  fired,  some  400  to  600  armed 
"'in  speedily  assembled  at  Graemeshall,  and  remained  there 
'ill  ihe  Frenchmen,  finding  there  was  no  more  looting  to  be 
'lune,  sailed  away.* 

There  is  a  small  loch  at  the  back  of  Ihe  house,  very  good 
11  'jiring  and  autumn  for  sea-trout ;  and  the  whole  shore,  nearly 
Irani  the  battery  up  to  the  house,  is  said  to  be  very  good  sea- 
tf'ui  ground  in  the  autumn.  Mr.  Graeme's  permission  is, 
"Ciicver,  requisite  for  both  loch  and  sound,  so  far  as  trout 
-^  concerned. 

There  is  a  gloup  out  at  Roseness,  about  two  miles  beyond 
'''■'fines hall,  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  Deerness,  but  not  so 

I  Pdric  Pafi/rs. 
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fine.     There  is  a  small  inn  at  the  western  end  of  the 
l)ut,   during  the   herring  season,   it  is  generally  occup 
curers  and  others  connected  with  the  fishery. 

S/iapinsay, 

From  Klwick,  the  harlK)ur  on  the  south  side  of  thi 
flourishing  little  island,  a  smack  comes  into  Kirkwall  nq 
every  day,  weather  permitting,  and,  haxing  got  the 
returns  the  same  afternoon.  In  1796^  one  half  of  the 
was  purchased  by  the  present  proprietor's  grandfith 
1,200/.,  and  in  1846  the  other  half  was  bought  for  u 
Balfour  Castle  and  grounds,  the  last  of  which  were  li 
by  the  late  Mr.  Craigie  Halkett,  the  well-known  lam 
designer,  if  such  a  phrase  is  admissible,  are  the  show 
of  their  kind  in  the  islands,  but  Mr.  Balfour  not  unni 
objects  to  |xjopIe  invading  the  privacy  of  his  grounds^ 
the  exception  of  the  castle,  the  only  other  objects  of  ii 
are  the  Hroch  of  Hurrowston,^  ofK'ned  by  Mr.  Balfour 
1862,  and  the  remains  of  the  old  chai)el,'  supposed  U 
been  dedicated  to  St.  Catherine,  and  situate  near  the  s> 
the  south-east  part  of  the  island,  at  a  place  called  Linton 

Of  this  chaiHjl,  which  Dryden  conjectures  was  erected 
twelfth  or  thirteenth  centurv,  the  external  measuremcf 
35  ft.  9  in.  by  19  ft.  5  in.  The  nave  internally  is  18ft.  h; 
7  in.  The  chancel  7  ft.  6  in.  by  7  ft.  Within  the  men 
man,  up  to  the  time  it  was  planned  (1846-51),  the  E 
was  still  standing  with  a  cross  on  it.  On  the  little  i 
Kller  Holm,  the  **Isle  Klon  "  and  '*  HeUisey  "  of  the 
Mr.  lialfour  kee])s  up  a  stud  farm  of  Shetland  ponies. 
eulogised  by  Dniid.*  On  this  iskind,  it  is  supposed,  1 
monastery  from  which  came  the  monks  who  waited  < 
rhyming  Jarl  in  West  ray.       When  Jo   lU.*n  wrote,  the  n 

'   CiK^J  tiW>/s,  ScprcniWr,  1S65.  p.  649 

2  /fr.A.  Sio/.  v.)l.  V.  p.  81.  •  I>mlci»'*  RmimiiO 

*  I)ixjn':i  I'uld  ami  Fern^  p.  29. 
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r  buildings  and  a  chapel  were  standing,  and  tu  account  for 
heir  rained  condition,  lie  tells  an  old  wife's  siory  of  a  bishop 
u%-ing  devoted  the  island  lo  desolation,  because  one  of  two 
brothers  who  lived  on  it  committed  incest  with  his  brother's 
"iritc.  Even  when  Neale  was  in  the  islands,  in  1848,  there  were 
the  tuins  of  a  very  small  chaijel  on  the  isle.  Now,  it  is  not 
tmprohable  ihc  chapel  and  remains  of  houses  mentioned  by  Jo 
Ben  may  have  been  similar  to  those  still  existing  on  the  Brough 
of  Dcemess,  and,  it  may  be,  on  Cornholm. 

U  it  possible  that  monks  of  the  Celtic  monastic  type  can 
have  survived  through  the  days  of  Norse  paganism,  owing 
their  immunity,  partly  to  their  poverty  and  jartly  to  some 
notion  on  the  part  of  the  Norsemen  that  they  were  better  left 
»loiie,  lest  some  unforeseen  evil  should  attack  those  who 
inierftrcd  with  ihem?' 

In  Eiler,  or  as  it  should  jirojierly  be  styled  Hellicr  (i.e.  cave), 
Holm  is  the  cave  in  which  Swein  ^  hid  from  Jarl  Haraid  when 
the  latter  meant  closing  the  account  between  them  in  a  sum- 
nury  manner,  if  he  had  caught  Asleif  s  son. 


Wi.kMd  Hill. 

This  hiU  though  only  740  ft  m  hi  ^.hl,  iflords  ont  i 
most  beautilul  ]xinoramas  to  be  stcn  m  thL  i->hnds  and  !■ 
wonh  a  walk  on  a  cilm  summer  even  n^,  uhm  iht  s 
'rating  slowly  lo  rest  in  the  waitrs  of  tht  \lhntn, 

Afitr  [ia.ssmg  Grainbink  ind  just  whLri,  the  Lulii\al(.d 
ends  and  the  htithtr  b(.f,ms  jou  comu  to  1  d)kL  01 
i^'Jiiipoiied  of  ihi,  hLids  ot  1  shoal  ot  ti  10^  whiiLS  1 
''mdri^tn  ashore  m  Kirkwall  Bij  sonic  ji.irs  bKk      1 


c  Ihc 


I    rhe  » 


<  Iwcn 


^ork  PoHclhhatI   th  Dr  Vigfusson  and  lumKlf  are  pretl/ «ell  c< 
ininthc  intermi  c     lence  afforded  by  early  Northern  poetry  an  i 
fci Chrisliamtj  mii  I  have  survived  in  the  Urlie)s  and  Wesl  r 
'f™  Celtic  iimesdjwn  to  then' 
"ilieenii  of  the  tenth  ceofurj. 
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summer  and  autumn  of  1880,  the  heather,  both  of  thevK 
and  puqjle  varieties,  was  |)articularly  luxuriant  in  the  Orkne 
and  the  i>erfume  from  it  on  the  hills  and  from  the  clover  in  1 
<:ultivated  land,  was  almost  too  |>owerful  ;  and  you  would  h; 
s;iid  the  islands  were  s|)ecially  adapted  for  l)ee-kee|Mng.  >« 
how  or  another  they  have  never  thrived  as  yet  in  the  iUan 
Markaile  tells  a  story  (worked  by  Scott  into  the  Piraii)  0 
skep  or  hive  of  l)ees,  that  was  brought  by  a  lady  from  .\nj 
and  which  was  destroyed  by  an  Orcadian,  who,  for  £ear 
bees  should  all  fly  away,  stopi)ed  up  the  entrance  to  the  k 
with  a  piece  of  i>eat.  From  the  top  of  Wideford  HiU  you^ 
summer-time  a  beautiful  view  of  the  old  cathedral  town,  nestli 
as  it  were,  in  the  trees  around  the  EarPs  Palace,  in  the  pfd 
on  the  north  of  the  Cathedral,  and  at  the  back  of  the  Kifki 
Hotel. 

Ixx>king  N.K.  by  K.,  about,  on  a  clear  day  you  nuff 
over  lialfour  Castle  in  the  far  distance,  the  faint  outline  of  I 
Isle,  around  whic  h  the  winds  and  waves  high  revels  keep  dn 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Southwards  )ou  can  see 
( Caithness  coast,  westward  the  hills  of  Hoy  and  the  loch! 
Harray  and  Stenness,  with  a  glimjise  Inryond  them  of 
Atlantic.  Altogether  a  better  place  to  get  into  harmonT  1 
nature,  and  to  give  reins  to  your  imagination,  and  conpre 
the  s<:enes  the  (juaint  little  town  lying  at  your  feet  has 
ncssed  during  its  lifetime  of  seven- and-a-half  ccntuhcs«  « 
l>e  hard  to  fmd  ;  the  more  so  when  the  mellow  notes 
Hishop  Maxwell's  IhtUs  come  floating  up  on  the  brecJC: 

There  is  a  small  well  on  the  top  from  which  yoa  can  tal 
modest  (juenrher,  mixed  with  Clynelcish.  This  welLacccf^ 
to  Jo  Ben,  foretold  when  war  was  imminent  by  bubhbi^  < 
On  a  green  s|>ot  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  hill  t 
<haml>ered  mound,  explored  by  the  late  Mr.  Petrie  in  iS. 
l»ut  which  is  now  nearly  filled  up  with  sand. 

I  Jo  lien  also  ^aid  that  the  women  of  Kirkwall  were  fiTca  to  Itf* 
x%  he  thought,  profUr  piii:mm  abunJanttam. 
*  WiUon'^  Prekis'oric  Ammais,  p.  84. 
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ind  is  bound  by  a  circumscribing  wall,  2  ft.  higb. 
s  except  the  east,  where  it  abuts  on  the  natural 
entire  circumference  is  140  ft.,  and  the  diameter 

sage  by  which  the  chambers  are  reached  opens 
t,  is  about  15  ft.  long,  15  in.  high,  and  22  in.  broad. 

into  the  main  chamber,  which  is  10  ft.  long,  5  fl. 
test  width,  and  7  fl.  6  in.  high.  On  the  west  of 
her  chamber  6  ft.  long,  3  ft.  7  in.  wide,  and  6  fl.  6  in. 
:heeast  of  the  main  chamber  is  another,  5  ft.  9  in.  in 
.  S  in.  in  breadth,  and  5  ft.  6  in.  in  height.  North 
e  central  chamber  is  another,  5  ft.  7  in.  long,  4  ft. 
6  ft  high,  to  the  east  of  which  is  a  very  irregnbr 
imber.  All  have  the  bee-hive  shaped  roofs  formed 
ping  stones. 
es  and  teeth  of  horses,  cows,  sheep,  and  swine  were 

no  human  remains.     What  size  could  the  people 

who  crawled  in  through  such  rabbit  holes,  a.i  the 
■  this  eirde  house  are  ?    No  wonder  the  popular  idea 

Pechls  or  Picls  were  an  uncanny  race, 
ere  you  can  make  your  way  to  Quanterness,  near 
-house  is  the  chambered  mound  excavated  either  by 
.   his  time,  which  is  a  much  more  elaborate  affair 
le  we  have  just  left. 

md'  is  a  truncated  cone  14  ft.  in  height,  and  384  fl. 
jrence.  The  passage  which  was  explored  for  22  fi., 
1.  broad  and  2  ft,  high.  This,  which  opens  due  ensl, 
le  largest  and  central  apartment,  which  nins  from 
outh,  and  has  two  smaller  apartments  on  both  its 
d  eastern  sides,  and  one  on  its  norlliom  and  southern 


icnsions  of  the  c( 
6  in.  broad,  and 


ntral  ajiartment  arc  21  ft.  6  in. 
I  ft.  6  in,  high.  Of  the  others 
I  in.,  7  ft.  6  in. ;  9  ft.  5  in,,  4  ft. 
Sft.  6  in.  ;  7  ft.  2  in.,  3  ft.  9  in., 


'   liarr^'s  Orkney,  [i.  106. 
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8  ft  7  in. ;  9  ft.  9  in.,   4  ft.  4  in.,  8  ft  i  in. ;  and  8  ft 
3  ft  6  in.,  6  ft  8  in. 

According  to  Ikirry's  plan  each  apartment  formed  a 
jKirallclogram.     All    had    l)cc-hivc    roofs.      In    one 
apartments  a  i)€rfect  human  skeleton  was  found,  in  4 
to  the  bones  of  men,  birds,  and  some  domestic  animals 

\   little   further  on   the  road,  on  the  way  to  Kirk 
the   farm   of  Saveroch,   close   to   which,   on   the  sea 
another  IMctish  dwelling-house '  or  store-house  was  t\ 
by  Captain  Thomas,  R.N.,  in    1848,  when   engaged 
coast  survey. 

This,  however,  is  very  different  from  the  other  tw< 
excavated  out  of  the  natural  surface  of  the  groumi 
pa.ssage,  the  main  line  of  which  is  from  a  little  to  iK 
of  west  to  a  little  to  the  south  of  east,  is  47  ft  in  lengi 
where  iKTfect,  is  2  ft.  7  in.  in  height  and  width. 

Close  to  the  entrance  is  a  ruined  chamber,  and  shortl; 
you  come  to  the  princi])al  chamber  is  another  fiossage,  i 
at  right  angles  to  the  main  ])assage  on  the  north  side 
in  length,  and  ending  abruptly.      The  principal  chai 

9  ft   below  the   surface,  and  forms  an  irregular  pen 
figure  roughly  state<i  to  l)e  9  ft.  in  diameter. 

"  The  height  of  the  inclosing  walls  varies  from  j 
4  ft  6  in.  The  sjuice  within  the  chamber  is  very  m 
iluced  by  the  method  taken  to  form  the  roof,  whicl 
placing  stone  blocks  or  pillars,  five  in  number,  3)  or  3  I 
ami  I  ft  sipiare)  from  6  to  iS  in.  from  the  walK  Tri 
tlags  are  then  laid  with  one  angle  resting  on  the  pillar 
flags  ])rojectetl  a  little  fonvards  rest  ujwn  these,  and  $0 
by  continut^l  overlapping  a  rude  conical-shaped  roof  is  i 
which  at  the  centre  wouhi  l>e  5  or  6  ft.  in  height 

**  A  large  lintel  fire-place.  5  ft.  in  length  and  iS  in. 
rests  uiK)n  two  pillars  at  the  entrance  of  the  chamber.' 
animal  ami  other  remains  found  in  this  eirde-house  hat 
before  mentioned  (|Ki.::e  15). 

^  Arik  .Wo^'a,  vul.  x«liv. 
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III)  Ihe  mounds  on  the  side  ot  Wideford  Hill  and  at 
ifemess,  and  this  eirde-house  just  described  are  now  more 
!  filled  lip  with  earth  and  sand. 


Orphir. 

live  or  walk  of  about  nine  miles  or  so  will  enable  ihc 
iologisi  to  visit  the  remains  of  the  round  church  at 
r,  one  0/  the  most  interesting  ecclesiastical  relics,  from 
riy  days  of  Ihe  Norse  Chrisiianily,  in  (he  islands.     Just 

end  of  the  town  you  pass  on  your  right  the  old  road 
imness,  a  short  distance  up  which,  on  the  southern  slopes 
deford  Hill,  is  held  (he  annual  Lammas  Fair,  the  scenes 
;ing  wfiich,  in  its  palmy  days.  Sir  Walter  lias    depicted 

Pirate. 

e  fairs  in  most  other  parts  of  Britain  tlie  Lammas  Fair 
*  only  the  shadowy  representation  of  the  great  annual 
,ian  saturnalia  it  formerly  was,  when  business  and  pleasure 
hand  in  hand  ;  when  the  burgher  guard  mustered  in 
ve  of  St.  Magnus  ;  and  all  the  ferries  to  Caithness  were  for 
ne  stopped,  so  as  lo  prevent  the  escajie  of  any  gentleman 
od  with  indistinct  notions  as  to  the  laws  of  meiim  and 
It  is  slill,  however,  a  great  merry-making,  when  lK>at- 
throng  in  from  the  outlying  islands  for  the  great  Orcadian 
■A. 
Icolm  ^  gives  a  sketch  of  the  scene  as  it  was  in  his  days, 

is  suggestive  of  a  good  deal  that  is  said  to  result  from 

mops,"  or  hiring  fairs,  of  the  north  of  Enijland,  as  after 
iliing  how  the  l.immas  sister  "stood  drinks"  to  her  beau, 
)eson  lo  say  "and  for  so  doing  permits,  and  doubtless 
;ls,  something  more  than  mere  brotherly  love." 
'1  outside  the  town,  a  short  distance  up  this  old  road  on 
sli-hand  side,  is  the  farm  of  Corse,  which  I'airick  Neill 
:sis  may  have  ohtained  its  name  from  a  cross  haiing  stood 

'  Makolm's  Tahs  of  Fkcl nnU Field,  C-,..  p.  297. 
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there,  at  which  pilgrims  from  the  west  knelt  on  first 
St  Magnufi.  Or  can  it  have  obtained  its  name  fron 
inemorial  cross  having  stood  there  to  mark  the  resti 
of  the  procession,  which  brought  the  remains  of  the  sa 
Birsay,  l>eforc  making  their  triumphal  entry  into  the  ^*il 
A  little  to  the  west  of  Corse,  at  a  place  called  Calda 
found  in  1764  some  two  feet  under  ground  two  horns, 
which  were  lying  several  fihuht  or  crescent-sha|)ed  or 
of  silver,  in  various  designs.  In  the  horns  were  upi 
300  coins,  of  which,  unfortunately,  the  greater  fart  vi 
Enough,  however,  remained  to  show  that  the  find  cc 
forty-two  varieties,  coined  in  different  places  in  Englam 
the  reign  of  Canute  the  Great. 

A  very  low-lying  valley,  which  could  be  easily  canalt 
were  worth  doing,  separates  the  waters  of  Kirkwall  B 
those  of  Sca|)a  Flow.  Shortly  after  turning  down  the 
Orphir  you  i)ass  the  farm  of  Lingrow,  on  which  were,  i 
disinterred  from  the  soil,  which  had  accumulated  ore 
the  remains  of  a  broch,  which  in  the  iHrrfert  net-work  o 
ings  on  its  eastern,  southern,  and  south-western  sidci, 
one  of  the  liest  s|)erimens,  in  connecticm  with  these  stn 
of  secondar)'  occujKition.  This  broch  too,  and  its  circui 
remains,  prolKibly  afforded  one  of  the  richest  collect 
objects  of  interest  for  determining  the  age  of  these  bi 
and  the  mtxle  of  life  of  their  inhabitants.  Three  Roma 
were  found  here,  one  of  the  reign  of  Ves|>asian,  and  th 
two  of  Antoninus. 

As  you  get  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  eastern  side 
lo<^h  of  Rirbuster,  and  al>out  the  fourth  or  fifth  milestoi 
get  some  very  pretty  views  of  Hoy. 

The  lo<  h  of  Kirbuster  contains  any  amount  of  trout  r 
ntK)ut  five  to  the  iK)und  ;  and  Waukmill  Ray,  into  whi 
stream  from  the  loch  flows,  is  said  to  be  very  good  \ 
trout  in  the  autumn.  You  turn  off  from  the  main  raid 
the  eighth  milestone,  just  under  Midland  Hill,  and  half ; 

»  liwryV  Orkmty^  p.  133. 
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«M  brings  you  lo  the  |«risli  church,  erected  in  iSjg,  and  of 
"»  wesX  bam  type  of  edifice,  the  highest  ideal  for  nuiiy 
itTitnries  of  the  Scottish  ecclesiaistical  builders'  mind. 


Al  the  eastern  end  of  this  building  are  the  remains  of  the 
"Id  circular  church,  which,  wc  have  every  ground  for  believing, 
'^Uttclcd  by  Jarl  Hdkon  on  his  return  from  Jorsalafaring, 
^W  ii  may  be  in  expiation  for  his  cousin's  murder. 
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The  design  is  supi>osed  to  have  been  taken  from  that 
church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerusalem.*  From  ih 
turc  of  the  remaining  i>ortion;  it  must  have  had  a  diai 
1 8  to  19  ft.  The  arched  semicircular  chancel  is  7 
wide,  and  7  ft.  9  in.  deep,  and  at  the  east  end  there  is 
window,  2  ft.  5  in.  by  10  in.  The  side  walls  of  th 
Drydcn  conjectures,  may  have  l)cen  15  ft.  or  perha] 
in  height,  and  that  on  them  rested  a  conical  roof 

There  are  five  churches,  all  of  the  twelfth  cent; 
standing  in  England,  all  of  which  were  built  on  the  n 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  Cambridge,  con 
I  loi ;  Northampton,  about  1 1 15  ;  Maplestead,  1 1  iS :  1 
known  Temple  Church,  1185;  and  the  cha|)el  in 
Castle.  Standing  by  the  little  chancel,  what  memorii 
back  to  us  of  the  jorsalafaring  Jarl  and  his  descc 
here  Paul,  Hdkon's  son,  was  worshipping  at  cvcnson, 
Swcin  was  murdering  his  namesake  in  the  ikJdi^  which 
sai  1  in  the  ^^i^a  you  had  to  descend  from  it  to  the 
must  liavc  stood  on  the  rising  ground  to  the  westward, 
as  it  is  usually  supiwjsed,  on  the  north  side  of  thechurc 
the  i>rcsent  farm-buildings  are.  When  these  buildin 
being  built  more  than  a  lumdred  jaw-bones  of  dog^< 
were  found.  Were  the  Norsemen  given,  like  the 
bargees,  to  pui>py  and  kitten  pics? 

*   I  'ntlcn's  Ruinci  Ckurcktu 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THE  ORKNEYS, —  STROMNESS  AKD   THE   WEST  MAINLAND, 

"  For  Icsgnis  along  lie  watery  way, 

Through  gulf  and  stream  my  course  has  been  ; 
The  bi!lo*s  know  my  Runic  lay, 

And  smooth  their  crests  to  silent  green. 
"  The  billows  know  my  Runic  lay,— 

The  gulf  groHS  smooth,  the  stream  is  still  : 
But  human  hearts,  more  wild  than  they, 

Know  but  the  rule  of  wayward  will." — tji:oTT. 

There  are  iwo  roads  to  Stromncss  from  Kirkwal! ;  oni; 
ibrough  Orjihir,  the  other  througli  the  village  of  Finstoivii. 
ftc  first,  which  is  very  hilly,  is  eighteen  miles  in  length  ;  the 
xtond,  which  is  very  level,  is  fourteen  and  three-quarters. 

llierc  are,  generally,  during  summer  and  early  autitmn,  con- 
'^ances  running  daily  from  the  two  princijial  hotels  in  Kirk- 
"■■ill ;  which,  starting  in  the  morning,  return  from  Slronincss 
'111;  same  afternoon  or  evening.  These  conveyances  always 
lake  the  Finstown  road,  which,  after  p.assing  along  the  northern 
'H'^'  of  Wideford  Hill,  skirls  the  shores  of  the  l!ay  of  Firlh. 
'^i^itKratod  even  In  Jo  Ilen'swlay  for  its  oysters,  of  whicli  Patrick 
^■^ill'  ha-d,  thai  they  were  larger  ih.in  the  well  known  Pandorcs 
'■'  I'Kstoniuns.     The  bay  of  Firth  was,  in  the  old  Norse  days. 

™'»n  as  .^wmtfVyfi'y?!?- (Salmon-trout  Firth) ;  and  there  are  said 

'•^bt  three  places  on  its  shore'?  that  are  fairly  good  sea-troul 
'  Neill's  T.mr,  |i.  iS. 
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spots  in  the  season  :  at  Rencbuster ;  at  Finstown ;  and 
A  few  miles  beyond  Isbistcr  is  the  I^y  of  Woodwick 
to  be  worth  a  trial.  In  the  Bay  of  Firth  is  the  ? 
island  of  Dam  say,  sup|)osed  to  have  been  called 
Adamnan.  On  this  island  was  the  castle  which  gave 
Swein  the  night  he  murdered  Jarl  Paul's  '•  foreca&i 
Oq)hir,  and  here  Jarl  Erlcnd  was  slain,  when  so  dnii 
Yule-tide  wassailing  as  to  be  unable  to  es<'ai»c.  Ac 
Jo  Ben  -there  was  a  chajK:!  on  the  isle  deilicated  to 
to  which  great  ladies  were  wont  to  make  pilghmagt 
frogs  nor  toads  nor  any  other  earthly  evils  were  t( 
there ;  the  women  were  all  barren,  and,  if  any  ha 
become  witli  child,  they  never  got  through  thci 
ments.  Monteith  ^  speaks  of  there  having  been  a  r 
the  island.  Can  this  have  been  what  Jo  Ben  wa 
to?  Ncale  said  the  chapel  dedicated  to  Saint  Ma 
but  dis;ipjK.'arcd  when  he  was  there  in  184S.  Oi 
Finstown  the  road  takes  a  southerly  direct ion«  and 
eighth  milestone  you  pass  on  your  left-hand  side  th 
the  battle  of  Summerdale. 

According  to  local  tradition  *  the  Caithness  men 
landed  determined  to  slay  the  first  person  they  en 
somewhat  on  the  principle  of  "first  blood."  Tl 
consequence  of  a  witch,  who  had  met  them  on  lam 
ing  l)efore  them  \mwinding  two  lialls  of  thready  01 
and  the  other  of  red,  and  the  thread  of  the  btt 
first  become  exhausted,  she  told  the  Earl  of  Gait! 
the  side  on  which  the  first  bloo<l  was  shed  would  be 
Seeing  a  short  time  afterwards  a  boy  herding  cattk 
at  once  slew  him,  and  had  hardly  done  so,  when  to 
the  victim  was  recognised  as  a  tfctive  of  Caithness 
supi)oscd  to  have  depressed  the  Caithness  men  befon 
Ncwrthelcss  they  are  said  to  have  fought  stoutlr,  till 
assailed  by  the  Orcadians  with  stones,  which 

«  SiW*lJ*i  Orkney,  p.  5, 

»  Colder'*  History  cf  Caif^metf,  p.  95. 
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lo  have  been  supplied  by  some  miraculous  interposition,  as 
llic  ground,  whereon  the  battle  was  fought,  was  on  the  previous 
day  said  to  have  been  singularly  free  from  stones.  When  these 
missiles  commenced  to  fly  about,  a  sudden  panic  seized  the 
Caithness  men,  who,  throwing  their  arms  into  the  I-och  of 
Lummsgem,'^  fled,  and,  the  Orcadians  having  destroyed  their 
boats  were  slaughtered  in  detail  Barry  ^  states,  that  dead 
bodies  had  been  found  at  the  end  of  the  last  century  in  a 
msjsh.  through  which  the  vanquished  had  fled,  with  the 
clothes  still  entire  owing  to  the  antiseptic  nature  of  the  soil, 
file  Earl  of  Caithness  himself  is  said  to  have  taken  refuge  in  a 
liiBihouse  near  Orpliir,  and  to  have  been  betrayed  by  the  woman 
of  the  house  to  his  pursuers,  by  whom  he  was  immediately 
im.  His  body  was  afterwards  interred  on  the  field  of  battle, 
"here,  when  Jo  Ben  wrote,  a  stone,  afterwards  removed  by 
wme  farmer,  marked  his  grave.  One  tradition  says  his  head 
MS  severed  from  his  body,  and  sent  to  Caithness  pour  en- 
onragir.  The  Orcadians  are  stated  to  have  lost  only  one  man, 
■ho,  having  attired  himself  in  the  clothes  of  one  of  the 
sliiighiered  Caithness  men,  was  reluming  home  at  night,  and 
ns  slain  by  mistake  by  his  own  mother  with  a  stone  in  the 
fool  of  one  of  his  own   stockings. 

Sihorily  after  passing  the  road  to  Birsay  you  come  to  the 
finnhouse  Turmiston,  close  to  which  is  the  now  far-famed 
Maes  Howe,  and,  about  three  miles  further  on,  you  reach 
■he  Bridge  of  W'ailh,  which  crosses  the  };ul,  through  which  the 
'ide  flows  into  the  Loch  of  Steiiness.  Close  to  the  bridge  the 
"oad  from  Orphir  joins  the  main  road. 

This  route  from  Kirkwall  is  far  more  picturesque  than  the 
one  through  Finslown,  and  the  views  of  the  Hoy  Hills, 
fspecblly  after  reaching  the  summit  of  Midland  Hill,  arc 
very  beautiful.  The  old  road  from  the  bridge  to  Stromncss 
iwisi-s  to  the  east  of  the  hill  of  Cairsion,  and  is  about    two 
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miles  in  length  ;  the  new  road  winds  round  the  hill  on  tS 
western  side,  and  is  a  mile  longer. 

If  utterly  wanting  in  the  halo  of  historic  memories  whir 
cluster  so  thickly  round  every  nook  and  comer  of  Kirkwil 
Stromness,  which,  in  the  early  fart  of  the  eighteenth  centar 
was  a  village,  and  nothing  more,  is  far  ahead  of  its  castfl 
rival  in  the  beauty  of  its  situation  and  surroundings. 

A  long  narrow  street,  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and,  flanked  < 
both  sides  by  houses,  whose  gable  ends  abut  on  it,  runs  fro 
north  to  south  in  a  curve  along  the  side  of  a  small  bay,  whi 
two  small  holms  cut  off  from  Cairston  Roads.  Each  house,  < 
the  seaward  side  of  the  street,  has,  either  to  itself,  or  in  co 
junction  with  its  neighbour,  a  pier  or  jetty.  On  the  Und« 
side  again  several  steep  lanes  branch  off  from  the  main  stn 
up  the  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  lies. 

The  best  view  of  the  town  is  looking  down  from  the  hi^ 
jwrt  of  the  old  Cairston  Road. 

When  Jo  Ben  wrote  French  and  .^[xmish  vessels  were  in  I 
habit  of  resorting  for  shelter  to  the  harbour,  but,  for  alongtii 
the  place  appears  to  have  been  nothing  more  than  a  haffll 
Probably  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  gave  it  its  first  stimu) 
as  for  a  long  lime  Slromness  was  always  the  |X>rt  from  wh 
their  vessels  took  their  final  leave  of  British  shoresL 

When  the  First  Statisfical  Account  was  written,  it  was  <t 
puted  that  312  vessels  annually  called  in  at  the  port,  of  wfc 
the  greater  bulk  were  Scotch,  half  as  many  English,  thei 
Irish,  with  a  few  foreign  craft,  and  this  was  a  nntich  sou 
number  than  had  been  the  c^isc  earlier  in  the  century.  Fi 
this  port  most  of  the  Arctic  ex{>editions  set  sail  Here  t 
during  a  jKirtion  of  the  autumn  of  1780,  lay  the  DisimtfJ^ 
Resolution^  on  their  return  from  that  circumna^ngation  of 
j;l()be,  in  the  course  of  which  James  Cook,  not  the  least  OD 
long  bead-roll  of  Knglish  seamen  who  have  fought  their  ^ 
upwards  from  the  ranks,  lost  his  life. 

Up  to  the  year  1754  the  borough  of  Kirkwall  was  in 
habit  of  assessing  the  village  of  Stromness  for  its  awn  nit 
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urposes.      In    that  year,    however,    the   Strom nessians 

lo  pay  any  longer,  a  course  which  was  justified  hy  a 

it  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  afterwards,  on  apjjeal,  in 

^  the  House  of  Lords.     This  decision  set  free  rot  only 

^s,  but  many  other  places  in  Scotland,  from  the  ex- 

the  royal  boroughs  in  their  vicinity  had  been  in  the 

f  enforcing.     The  aniraus  engendered  by  the  litiga- 

not  yet  extinct,  and  Kirkwall  pretends  to  look  down 

mness,   whilst  Stitimness  hates   Kirkwall   for  giving 

:s. 

lived  as  Stromness  is,  it  is  not  utterly  devoid  of  historical 

ons. 

the  House  of  Claistron,  on  the  other  side  of  Cairston 

was  bom  John  Gow,  the  pirate,  whose  career  suggested 

'alter  Scott  that  novel   in  which   he  has  embodied  so 

the  incidents  of  his  northern  cruise,  short  as  it  was. 
:er,  a  merchant  in  Stromness,  purchased'  a  piece  of 
ound  on  the  east  of  the  lown,  on  which  he  erected  a 
nd  in  July,  i;r6,  a  sei?.in  of  the  whole  was  e\ecuted 
r  of  himself,  his  wife  Margaret  Calder,  nrd  their  eldest 
in,   who,  after  leaving  school,  proceeded  to  sea.     In 

1725,  (low  turned  up  at  Stromness  with  avcsscl  called 
'Bi,^,  of  200  tons  burden,  and  mounting  twenty-four 
ns,  and  six  small  ones.  Whilst  iyinj;  off  Stromness  he 
ive  with  a  Miss  Gordon,  who,  according  to  tradition, 

her  troth  to  him  at  the  stone  of  Odin,  in  the  manner 
d  in  the  next  i:h.i[iter.  So  binding  did  she  considur  tl1i^ 
lent,  that,  in  order  to  be  rultasL'd  from  it,  she  considered 
■ary  10  journey  all  the  way  to  London  to  shake  his  hand 

U  ]wriod  Robert  Honeyman,  who,  the  same  year,  was 
when  Captain  Moodie  was  killed,  resided  at  Claistron, 
It  that  time  banks  were  totally  unknown  in  the  far  north, 
.ee|j  under  his  own  care  such  portions  of  his  rents,  as 
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were  paid  in  coin  of  the  realm,  till  he  had  a  chance  of  ! 
it  south,  or  till  it  was  e\|>cnded  fur  current  purposes, 
having  heard  that  Honcyman  had  received  a  large  si 
termincd  to  look  him  up,  and  make  him  hand  o%'er.  Hon 
however,  saw  the  looting  (urty  landing,  and  knowing  i 
had  not  time  to  remove  his  cash  elsewhere,  by  the  ad 
his  wife,  who  seems  to  have  l>een  a  ready-witted  woman, 
it  on  the  floor  of  an  oi>en  garret,  and  then,  ripping  up  a 
of  feather-lK'ds,  com|)letely  covered  the  cash-box  wi 
feathers.  After  searching  all  the  rest  of  the  house  (low 
into  the  garret,  and  seeing  nothing  but  a  huge  heap  of  A 
called  out  to  his  |xirty :  *'  Come  away,  my  lads  !  it  is  use 
you  to  s])oil    your  cloaths  with    feathers  by  rummage 

<1 d  old  cock-loft/'     For  this  incident,  as  for  oibe 

mation  relating  to  old  Orcadian  families,  the  writer 
thank  Mrs.  liiddleston,  of  Stromness,  a  lineal  descem 
SherilT  Honeyman.  Mr.  Petrie,*  on  the  other  hand,  nu 
that  all  the  violentv  and  looting  was  committed  by  tl 
under  the  leadership  of  the  txiatswain,  and  against 
wishes,  and  that  what  fmally  com]K:lled  him  to  put 
was  the  iKxitswain  having  plundered  Honeyman's  h( 
(fraemsay,  and  carried  away  four  females.  Doth  goc 
females  were,  accoriling  to  Petrie,  at  once  re-landed  on 
say:  and  knowing  this  exploit  would  make  the  neighbc 
of  Stromness  too  hot  for  him,  Gow  put  to  sea  the  same  t 
fearing  that  if  he  h^itered  in  such  a  land-locked  ancho 
might  l>e  caught  like  a  rat  in  a  trajx  Here  we  will  lea 
for  the  present,  and  turn  our  attention  to  another  Scroo 
of  a  very  different  stamp,  Cieorge  Stewart,  the  unk 
midshijuiian  of  the  bounty. 

lie  was  deM\'ndcd  from  Walter  Stewart,  who,  in  16 
presented  by  CflurU-N  I.  to  the  living  of  South  Ronald 
Hurray,  and  who  was  the  ancestor  of  llic  Sc«w 
Massctter,  in  .South   Ronaldsay.  of  whom  Alexander  \ 

'   Pttfii  Paftrs.     Sec  al»o  Appendix  T,  pp.  633-7. 
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'W  lather  of  George,  was  the  last  rnalc  rcpreseiilaiive,  iiaving 
iitfvivcd  all  his  sons.  Poor  George's  horrible  death  in  irons 
n  the  Pandora's  box.  due  lo  the  fiendish  cruelty  of  Captain 
idmirds,  and  the  mournful  death  of  Peggy  Stewart,  his 
wailful  Otaheitan  wife  from  a  broken  heart,  are  too  well 
nown  to  need  further  notice  here.  The  whole  story  fur- 
ished  Byron  with  the  materials  for  his  poem  The  Island. 
.  child  of  Stewart  and  Peggy  was  living  up  lo  nearly  the 
ndfUe  of  the  present  century,  and  probably  left  children,  who 
ow,  if  it  is  admitted  that  George  Stewart  was  maTried  10 
t^,  and  the  marriage  was  quite  as  good  as  many  that  are 
-■cognised  as  such  north  of  the  Tweed,  represent  the  old 
iinisier  of  South  Ronaldsay  and  Burray,  who  himself  came  of 
"ell  kent  folk,"  being  one  of  the  Stewarts  or  Sleuarts  of 
'■randmliy  n  Perihsl  r  Another  character,  in  the  Pirate, 
liat  of  Norm  is  suggest  d  lo  Scott  when  the  lighthoube 
acht  was  Ij  nt,  n  Ca  rs  on  Roads.  Bessy  Millie,  who  lived 
oupnard  ofnn  t>  >eirs  ol  t,  in  1814  resided  at  the  top 
'f  one  of  it  e  sle  1  Ian  s  n  a  I  ouse  which  is  still  pointed  out, 
id  did  a  b  t  1  "^  ""-ss  an  ong  I  w  nd-boimd  skippers  by  selling 
av™r:iliL-   v    d 

inClai^  on  Hou  loo  S  r  \\  liter  was  entertained  by  Mrs. 
■<ai;,  the  mo  I  r  of  I  v  II  kno  n  Arctic  explorer,  who  was 
■om  in  the  house  Gow,  alias  Gow  Smith,  intended  looting. 
I'fiire  is  a  museum  in  ihe  town,  which  is  said  to  |X)ssess  a  very 
.00(1  minera logical  collection.  Amongst  the  fossils  is  the  original 
iiUnilipis  discovered  by  Hugh  Miller  under  the  Black  Craig, 
'here  appears,  however,  lo  be  a  sad  want  of  energy  amongst 
tie  commiltee,  and  the  whole  collection  seems  to  want  looking 
■'«.  A  very  jirelty  walk  may  he  taken  along  the  coasl-line 
'I'^ing  Ilreck  Ness,  where  are  slill  to  be  seen  ihe  remains  of  ihe 
'!<!  mansion-house  erected  by  liishop  Graham,  that  indefatigable 
■Wie-lmilder.  Close  to  ihe  Black  Craig  is  the  (|iiarry  in  which 
"i^ny  fossil  fish  have  been  found,  as  well  as  the  AsUrolepis. 
■\l  "^-i  foot  of  the  cliff,  which  is  363  feet  in  height,  is  a 
''•'^t,  generally   known    as  Charlie's  Hole,    from   the  fact  of 
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the  only  survivor  of  a  Dundee  schooner,  wrecked 
1834,  having  been  washed  into  it  with  a  ponion 
wreck.  About  a  mile  or  so  beyond  the  Black  Ci 
stack  kno^n  as  North  Oaulton  Castle,  which  the  a 
the  waves  has  worn  somewhat  peculiarly,  being  sir 
the  centre  than  either  at  the  base  or  summit 


CHAPTER  XXIir. 

i™  OBKNEYS. — STROMN'ESS     AND     THE     WEST     MAJNLAND 

— {continued). 

De  Piecibus,  Alcis,  et  rebus  Vetustis. 

^i  Loch  of  Stenness  and  Harray  ;  Maes  Hmve  ;  The  Riii);;: 
''fSlamess  and  Brogar ;  and  The  IVeem  of  Skaia  Brae. 

^OB'HERE  else  on  British  soil  arc  to  be  found  so  many  relics 
■^f  tbt  prehistoric  past,  about  which  we  have  no  wriltcn 
""ccords  at  all,  as  in  the  six  or  seven  miles  of  Orcadian  soil, 
^'nich  commence  with  the  chambered  moimd  of  Maes  Howe, 
^nd  tnd  with  the  Weem  or  group  of  primitive  dwellings  at 
^tara  llrae,  on  the  shores  of  the  Bay  of  Skail. 

It  is  an  excursion  replete  with  interest,  not  only  to  the 
'^fcliEologist  and  professed  student  of  prehistoric  lore,  hut 
'">  any  one,  whether  antiquarian  or  not,  who  is  not  utterly 
ucvoij  of  that  sympathy  with  the  past,  which  culture  in  its 
'I'SWst  sense  must  inevitably  impart, 

■\'ot  only  is  the  excursion  interesting  from  an  antiquarian 
poini  of  view,  but,  in  fine  weather,  the  varied  scenery  you  see 
'"  ihe  course  of  it  is  of  itself  almost  enouyh  to  repay  you. 

-^  good  pedestrian,  who  was  willing  to  devote  a  long 
■'"iimer's  day  lo  it,  might  accomplish  the  whole  round  in  a 
'"lieover  twenty  miles. 

Tfiose,  who  do  not  care  for  so  big  a  walk,  can  drive  out 
°  'he  farmhouse  of  Turmiston,  about  six  miles  or  so  from 
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Stromncss,  and,  sending  their  conveyance  to  await  their 
at  Skail,  walk  across  themselves. 

IJefore  entering  the  Maiden's  Mound,  as  Profc«*jr  1 
has  translated  Maes  Howe,  we  may  as  well  say  a  fc» 
about  the  two  lochs  of  Stenness  and  Harray,  wh;c> 
enthusiastic*  natives  have  duhhed  the  Orcadian  \Vmd< 
If  not  up  to  the  Queen  ol'  the  Knglish  I^ke  I>islrict,  the* 
have,  like  everything  else  in  these  northern  regionN  a 
weird  charm  of  llieir  own,  more  esj»ecially  in  the  cav< 
upi>er  loch,  that  of  Harray,  when  the  hills  of  Hoy  arc 
up  by  the  setting  sun,  and  the  stones  of  the  King  ut 
look  something  uncanny,  as  their  shadows  lengthen  ou: 
lower  lo<:h,  that  of  Stenness,  is  an  irregular- shajied  j 
water  some  four  miles  or  so  long,  and  a  little  o%tfr  tm 
broad  at  the  lower  end.  The  lake  is  bracki>h,  if  not  \ 
saline,  and  is  conne<'ted  with  the  Bav  of  Ireland  bv  a  \ 
alH»ut  tliree-<iuarters  of  a  mile  in  length.  The  lower 
of  this  next  the  sea,  about  six  hundred  yards  long,  is  kr 
Thi  BtisJi,  though  why  so  called  no  one  can  ex|»bin 
stretch  of  water  is  a  favourite  resting-place  ft>r  sca-irou 
running  into  the  UkIis  and,  under  favourable  condition* 
to  afford  splendid  sport.  It  i^  ju^t  like  Ashing  a  vei 
river,  and  the  best  time  of  tide  is  from  half  ebb  re 
half  tloo<l.  A  Westerly  wind  and  lots  of  it  acconi|u 
rain  is  said  to  suit  it  I  vest.  The  loch  of  Stenness  j 
swarms  with  t'lsh.  Not  only  are  the  coal-fish  (Mi 
Carbonarius)  caught  there,  but  also  skate,  cod,  and  vc 
flounders,  and  in  winter  time  herrings  find  their  way 
addition  to  sea-trout,  and  the  ordinary  loch-trout,  a 
variety  of  SahnomdiC  is  found,  to  which  Dr.  Giinthcr  ha 
the  name  of  Sal  mo  Orcadensis.  Most  of  the  wild  fo* 
which  visit  the  Orknevs  in  winter  arc  to  lie  found  on  tl 
and  the  adjoining  one  of  Harray  ;  and  from  the  Bridge  o 
down  to  the  sea  is  a  favourite  s|K»t  for  gunners  at  fli^ 
If  the  Fauna  of  the  lochs  is  a  verv  varied  one,  the  Fltm  ii 
sa     Close  to  the  Uridge  of  Waith  you  have  seaweeds  J 
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lilllc  i"uf Iher  on  scawtcds  mixed  with  fresh-wnler  plants,  anti  in 
the  inch  of  Harray  frcsh-water  plants  alone.  The  upper  loch, 
rtidi  is  four  and  a-half  miles  long,  three-quarters  of  n  mile 
braid  for  the  greater  part  of  its  length,  and  a  mile  and  a-half 
41  ihe  northern  end,  is  llie  best  for  brown  trout,  and  a  portage 
of  Ktlle  over  forty  yards  enables  you  to  take  your  boat  from 
the  one  loch  to  the  other.  For  years  nets,  set  lines,  and  the 
infernal  poaching  machine,  the  otter,  have  been  used  to  such 
an  extent,  that  it  is  a  wonder  any  trout  have  been  left,  but, 
new  the  Orkneys  have  been  formed  into  a  salmon  fishery 
(listticl,  set  lines  and  otters  become  illegal,  and  netting  can 
wj  longer  be  carried  on  with  the  herring-net  mesh,  and  in  the 
ivdiess  manner  hitherto  in  vt^e.  In  fact,  if  only  the  fish  can 
befffotectod  in  [he  spawning  sc.it^on,  these  two  lochs  should 
foi  angling  be  second  to  none  in  Scotland.  There  is  a  small 
loch  called  Rango,  connected  with  the  north-western  end  of 
the  Loch  of  Sienness,  belonging  to  Mr.  Graham  Watt,  of 
Skail,  which  is  said  to  hold  very  large  trout.  Whilst  on  the 
subject  of  angling,  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  splendid 
sport  is  said  to  be  got  in  Hoy  Sound  during  summer  and  ear!y 
Minmn,  spinning  a  natural  or  artificial  sand  eel  for  Wliitin;; 
Pollack,  or,  as  they  are  termed  in  Scotland,  Lythe  {Mfrlan^us 
Pdtachius)  the  gamest  of  all  sea-fish,  for  which  eighty  lo 
one  hundred  yards  of  trolling  line  and  the  stoutest  of  salmon 
gin  traces  are  wanted.  To  return  to  our  antiquarian  mtiltons. 
Mats  Howe  or  the  Maiden's  Mound  is  a  truncated  cone 
9^  ft.  in  diameter,  36  ft.  iiifjh,  and  measuring  about  330  ft. 
in  drnimference  at  the  base.  Tlie  mound  st:inds  in  the  centre 
niacircular  jilalform,  270  ft,  in  diameter,  whicli  is  surrounded 
l>y  a  trench  40  ft.  wide,  and  varying  in  depth  from  4  to  8  ft. 
A  long  jiassage  54  ft.  in  length  leads  to  the  central  chanil«T. 
The  axis  of  this  [kissagc.  which  is  perfectly  straight,  is  from 
^'E.  to  S.W.,  or  nearly  so,  the  entrance  being  at  the  S.W. 
"id.  The  pas'^agc.  for  the  first  2?.\  ft.,  is  2  ft.  4  in.  wide, 
and  originally  must  have  been  the  same  in  bcighi.  For  the 
Hi^M  :6  ft.  it  is  3  ft.  3  in.   X    4  ft.  4  in. ;  it  is  then  narrowed  by 
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two  upright  stone  slabs  to  2  ft  5  ia  Immcdbtely  1 
these  slabs  the  ixassage  extends  3  ft  10  in.,  and  is  3  ] 
wide  by  4  ft  8  ia  high.  On  the  north-westem  side 
passage,  just  where  it  begins  to  widen  out,  at  2a  ft 
from  the  entrance,  is  a  triangular  recess,  2  ft  deep,  a; 

6  in.  in  height  and  width,  opi>usite  to  which,  in  the  \ 
a  stone,  of  such  dimensions  that  it  would  fit  into  the 
was  found,  and  which  was  [)rol)ably  used  to  block 
passage.  From  this  recess  the  roof,  sides,  and  flo 
formed  of  four  immense  slal)s  of  stone,  of  which  only 
now  anything  like  entire,  and  it  is  cracked 

The  central  chaml>cr  is  15  ft  square  on  the  fl<j 
13  ft  in  height,  so  far  as  the  walls  still  remain.  The 
formed  by  the  stones,  at  the  height  of  six  feet  from  th 
gradually  overlapping,  as  in  the  case  of  the  chamlien 
brochs  and  the  other  chambered  mounds,  a  fieculi; 
construction  that  makes  Anderson  *  believe  it  must  hai 
ercclcil  in  Pictish  or  Celtic  times.  At  each  angle 
chamber  arc  huge  buttresses  of  stone  from  8  to  i' 
height,  and  about  3  ft.  S(]uare  at  the  base.  Immi 
<)])|M)siie  the  pa^^sage,  3  ft  al)Ove  the  floor,  is  an  < 
2  ft  wide,  2  ft  6  in.  high,  and  1  ft  10 J  in.  long,  leai 
.1  cell  having  a  raised  floor  5  ft  8  in.  long,  4  ft  6  ii 
and  3  ft  (\  in.  high.  ( )n  the  south-eastern  and  norlh- 
side^  are  similar  <)j)enings  and  cells.  The  Ofiening 
south-eastern  side  is  2  ft  6  in.  wide,  2  ft  9  in.  high,  ai 
s  in.  long.     Tile  cell  on  this  side  is  6  ft    10  in.  lor 

7  in.  wide,  ami  3  ft  6  in.  high,  and,  like  the  first  c 
a  raised  t1ag.:e<l  floor.  The  ()]>ening  on  the  north- 
side  is  2  ft.  3  in.  wide,  2  ft  6  in.  high,  and  i  ft  9  i! 
The  cell  is  5  ft  7  in.  Ion.::,  4  ft.  8  in.  wide,  and  3  1 
high.  This  cell  has  no  raided  floor.  The  roofs, 
and  ba<-k  walls  of  each  cell  are,  in  each  case,  forv 
single  slabs,  and  st(»nes,  which,  from  their  dimension 
a-^  if  they  had  been  um.h1  to  fill  in  the  openings,  wen 

'  Ork,  .Vti^'.  Intro.,  p.  cii. 
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"n  ihe  floor.  These  stones,  Farrer  conjectured,  were  used  to 
sea)  up  the  vaults,  for  which  purpose  he  fancied  these  chambers 
had  been  intended.  There  is  a  finish  and  a  thoroughness 
iboul  the  workmanship  of  the  chamber,  that  shows,  that,  were 
Jie  builders  Picts  or  were  they  Norsemen,  they  were  not 
Kcustomed  to  scamp  their  work  ;  and  the  enormous  size  of  the 
ilones  used  in  the  passage  speaks  volumes  for  the  engineering 
opacity  of  the  people  wlio  can  have  transported  such  huge 
nasses  from  the  place  where  they  were  quarried. 

Till  it  was  opened  by  Mr.  Farrer  in  July,  1861,  the  mound 
>3S  known  in  the  district  as  the  abode  of  "the  Hog  boy." 
fo  one  could  tell  why ;  though,  as  Anderson  ^  shows,  the 
■otd  is  simply  the  Norse  Haug-bui,  the  tenant  of  the  haug 
Dt  tomb;  thai  is,  a  hoy-laid  man,  or  the  goblin  Ihal  guards 
the  treasure.  How  customs  survive,  or  crop  up,  sometimes 
long  after  they  apiicar  to  have  been  forgotten  !  When  the 
buccaneers,  the  Vikings  of  the  seventeenth  century,  hid 
treasure  in  the  many  sandy  keys  in  the  West  Indies,  they  arc 
said  to  have  slain  a  negro  to  keep  ward  and  watch  over  it. 
^^hen  the  princijial  chamber  was  being  cleared,  an  ininiense 
quanliiy  of  runes  were  found  inscribed  on  the  walls.  Kunes, 
iis  the  Scandinavian  characters  used  in  ancient  days  are  termed, 
ate  divided  into  two  classes,  the  early  Gothic,  and  the  later 
"T  XofAvegian  division  of  the  Scandinavian  runes.  No  runic 
inscriptions  at  all  had,  strange  to  say,  been  jirevionsly  found 
i!i  the  Orkneys,  otherwise  so  rich  in  relics  of  the  Norsemen. 
Mwt  of  the  runes  in  Maes  Howe  belong  lo  the  Norwegian 
ti'M-ion.  M.iny  of  tlicm  are  mere  scribbles,  such  as  an  idle 
"isn  might  cut  from  sheer  want  of  something  to  do.  S<)me 
t>icniy-si>:  were  submitted  to  I'rofcssors  Stephens,  Munch,  and 

Rain,  of  Cojienhagcn,  who  have,  on  the  whole,  nul  differed  so 

'"U'-ii  in   their  iranslations  as    scientists  are   wont    lo  do  on 

such  occasions. 
Ahoyelher,    we   gather,    from    the    runes,  that    the  muund 

*■«  known  to    the    Norsemen  as    Orhahmig,   or  the   Mighty 

■   Oik.  S.i^.  Iiitro.,  I',  Ci. 
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Mound  ;  that  treasure  was  suf>poscii  to  have  been  hide 
in  search  of  which  the  Jorsalafiirars  proliably  some 
who  acrom]>anic<l  Jarl  Rugnvald  to  the  Holy  I  jnd,  hai 
into  it ;  and  that  the  Norsemen  were  ignorant  of  the  • 
the  mound.  On  the  buttresN,  on  the  left-hand  side  on 
is  cut  a  cross,  which  must  have  been  car\'ed  by  one,  vl 
was  on  his  road  to  lerusaleni,  or  liad  been  there,  thi 
of  the  buttresses  a  dragon  is  most  beautifully  incisci 
from  its  similarity  to  one  found  at  Hanestad  in  Scan 
assigns  to  heathen  times.  Another  nondescript  &<irt  o 
Stephens  calls  a  worm  knot,  and  Kafn  says  is  a  symb 
on  nmic  stones  at  the  end  of  the  heathen  and  cooinic 
of  the  Christian  perifnls.  Many  of  the  names  inscr 
the  same  as  those  of  i>ersons  mentioned  in  the  Saf^  a^ 
and  friends  of  Jarl  Rii^nvald.  One  inscription  Ls  ti 
l)y  Munch  as :  **  ln;;igcrthr  is  of  women  the  ma«t  bi 
mucli  as  if  a  love-sick  schooll>oy  enamoured  of  hi 
daughter  shouhi  write  :  *'  Kdith  is  a  stunning  prl." 

Now  Jarl  KiignvAld  had  a  daughter  called  Ingind  \\ 
the  Sai^d)  and   Ingigerd  (p.   i8S),  who  was  marrK-d 
Slagbrellir  shortly  after  her  father's  return   to   the  • 
('an   Kirik  in  a  s]»o()ny  fit  have  cut  this  tribute  to  h 
woman's  good  looks? 

The  only  mention  in  the  Sa\:a  of  the  mound,  ^uppo- 
l)e  the  same  Orkahau^^  is  when  larl  Harald,  on  hi* 
sur])rise  Jarl  Erlend  at  Vule-tide,  turned  in  to  have  ca: 
the  way  at  Orkahaug.  The  drinking  was  probably  \ 
the  Sa\^a  states  that  their  journey  was  delayed  owing  t 
the]>arty  having  been  seized  with  madness,  or,  to  speak 
having  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens.  ThiKc  am 
further  information  n^  to  Maes  Howe  and  its  runic  in^ 
are  referred  to  Rirrer's  Maea  Ifoi^'e :  to  Mitchell's  .1/ 
III  a  i>a|K.T  by  Dr.  John  Stuart  in  volume  v.  of  Tkt  Pf 
f*t  thr  Society  of  Anthjujrita  of  Seotland ;  to  a  notice 
Charlton  in  volume  vi.  of  Archaologia  ^iiama ,-  and 
Runic  Afontt  VIC  fits  oj  Scandinavia  am  J  EngJamJ^  by  F 
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George  Sicpht-ns,  Copenhagen,  1866-68.  From  Maes  Howe 
JDU  get  a  most  beauliftil  view  of  both  lochs,  of  the  Rings  of 
Stenness  and  Brogar,  and  of  the  hills  running  tip  on  the  western 
side  of  the  Loch  of  Stenness  to  Skail,  which  are  overtopped  at 
tbeit  southern  end  by  the  hills  of  Hoy. 

To  the  Ring  of  Stenness  from  Maes  Howe  is,  according  Hi 
Fwrer,  a  mile  and  a  half,  though  the  writer  would  not  have 
thought  it  so  much.  Stenness,  the  Steinsness  of  the  Saga  of 
Olaf  Tryggvi's  son,  is  generally  applied  to  the  jutting  points  on 
both  sides  of  the  Bridge  of  Brogar,  but,  in  all  probability,  it  is 
imly  strictly  applicable  to  the  southern  one,  on  which,  some 
little  distance  from  the  bridge,  is  the  Ring  of  Stenness.  This 
cnnsisis  of  a  circular  mound,  which,  on  the  eastern  side,  has 
beai  completely  obliterated,  104  ft  in  diameter.  Outside  of 
the  mound  came  a  broad  ditch,  around  which  again  was  a 
circumscribing  mound. 

The  diameter  of  the  whole  must  from  outer  edge  to  outer 
fdf,''-'  have  been  234  ft.  ;  the  circular  mound  and  embankment 
being  both  3  ft.  above  the  natural  level  of  the  ground. 

At  the  southern  corner  of  the  circular  platform  still  stand 
t*o  upright  stones,  measuring  respectively  17  ft.  4  in.  x 
6  ft.  X  8  in.,  and  15  ft.  2  in.  x  4  ft.  x  i  ft.  3  in.  A 
iiiili;  to  the  west  again  is  a  stone  lying  prostrate,  which 
neaiures  19  ft.  X  S  ft.  X  I  ft.  8  in.,  and  is  supposed  to  weigh 
107'  tons.  On  the  western  side  of  the  circle  are  the  re- 
mains of  a  cromlech,  one  of  the  legs  of  which,  2  ft.  high, 
'i^niains  in  situ,  and  another  has  fallen  outwards.  'I'lie 
capstone,  or  covering  stone,  rL-maiiis,  and  measures  g  ft.   X 


-Alwut  r50  yards  to  the  north  of  the  King  of  Stenness, 
'Iwid,  lill  the  yenr  1814,  a  stone  somewhat  similar  to  the  ones 
■iJll  erect,  but  having  a  hole  through  it  a  little  on  one  side 
of  the  centre,  and  at  a  height  of  5  ft.  from  the  ground, 
^Hording  to  Captain  Thomas's  informant,  and  3  ft.  according 
10  Ilr.  Henry.  To  the  east  of  the  ring  and  stone  last  men- 
tioned, which  was  known  as  the  stone  of  Woden   or  Odin, 
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was  the  oUi  rhunli  of  Stcnness,  at  the  wc!»t  end  of  vr./^ 
was  a  circular  lower. 

North-west  of  the  Ring,  close  to  the  HriUge  of  Bru^.  u  ^ 
solitar)'  standing  stone,  known  as  the  Watchstone.  i6  h.  x 
5  ft.  3  in.  X   I  ft.  4  in. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  bridge,  atiout  half  to  ihrce-ijiiart-* 
of  a  mile  further  on,  is  the  Ring  of  Brogar,  whii  h  m<»^  |<o(«c 
rail,  though  ino)rre<*tly,  the  Stones  of  Stcnncss.  Kcfcirc  am^ms 
at  this  ring  you  ]iass  two  small  standing  stones,  one  ot  tthxh 
is  broken,  and  a  small  tumulus,  on  which  are  the  Munp* 
of  two  stones.  Urogar  means  the  bridge  of  the  inclo^ure.  troa 
the  Scandinavian  hro  or  bru^  a  l>ndge,  and  j^a^d^  an  iw-f 
sure.  The  Ring  of  Hrogar  consists  of  a  circular  \ixft  e« 
ground  of  a  diameter  of  .^40  ft.,  surrounded  by  a  liroad  io«ac 
or  <litch  of  an  average  dcj>th  of  6  ft  The  diameter  ol  si* 
whole,  from  outer  e<lge  of  h)s>e  on  one  side,  to  outer  cd^  (A 
the  other,  is  424  ft.  4  in. 

This  fosse  is  crossed  at  the  W.N.W.  and  HRE.  «drt  b* 
causeways  17  ft.  J^  in.  broad  Originally  the  circle  must  but 
according  to  (^ajHain  Thcmias,  consisted  of  some  sivy  Moots 
each  standing  i^;  ft.  2  in.  from  the  inner  edge  of  the  ffHK. 
and  17  ft.  8  in.  I'rom  its  neighbours.  Thirteen  stone*  are  »rJ 
standing  :  ten  are  lying  prostrate  :  and  the  stum|»^  of  thirtff 
are  still  vi^iljle.  The  highest  j»illar  is  13  fL  9  in.,  and  tk 
.i\cr.ige  height  0  ft.  above  surface.  These  stones  are  lU 
lligNt(»nes  of  Old  Red  SamUlone  formation,  and  are  soppoMd 
to  have  been  (|uarTied  some  miles  off  at  Sandwick.  IxhcB 
covered,  thev  look,  as  ihev  are,  hoarv  monuments  of  ip' 
long  i>assc<l  aw.iy.  North  we^t  <»f  the  Ring  of  Brojpar,  aboat  1 
mile  further  on.  In  the  Ring  of  Hukan,  consisting  of  an  inKfU* 
area  having  a  dlanKter  of  136  It..  Mirrounded  by  a  trench  ww 
Nlofting  sides  44  tt.  wide  at  bottom,  and  averaging  about  6  1 
in  depth. 

On  the  <  ircular  internal  space  were,  when  Captain  Tbo»** 
wrote,  traces  of  t'lve  or  six  tangential  circles,  about  6  ft.  ci^^ 
in  diameter,  and   several  stones  were  lying  about,  vhidi  ^ 


THE  ORKSBYS. 


loiMjeivcd  miglu  have  been  the  remains  of  small  cromleclis. 
.'oilered  all  about  the  neighbourhood  nre  numerous  tumuli, 
many  of  which  have  been  opened  from  time  to  time. 

In  one  that  was  opened  by  Mr.  Farrer  on  the  I7lh  of  July, 
1854,  was  found  a  cist  a  ft.  6  in.  by  2  ft.,  in  which  was 
contained  an  um  1  ft.  9  in,  in  diameter,  1  ft  6  in.  deep,  and 
i  f).  10  in.  in  circucnfercnce,  the  outer  rim  being  \\  in.  in 
ndth,  TKis  urn,  which  was  formed  out  of  some  micaceous 
sionenot  to  be  met  with  in  (he  Orkneys,  contained  burnt  bones 
ind  ashes.  Now  we  know  from  the  Saga  of  Olaf  Tryggvi's  son, 
that  Hdvard  ArsEcli '  was  slain  by  his  nephew  Einar  Klfning  at 
Sniiuiiejf.  and  that  the  spot  where  he  fell  was  afterwards 
ailed  Hivard's  teigr — itigr  meaning  an  individual's  share  of 
Ihc  Hiii-land.  Havard's  teigr  is  the  name  by  which  the 
promontory  is  still  known  by  the  natives,  so  that  it  is  not 
impossible  the  urn  in  question  may  have  containi^d  the  ashes  of 
Ragnhild's  second  victim.  Now  Hivard  is  supposed  to  have 
Wn  slain  somewhere  about  970,  when  the  district  was  known 
^StetmiifSi  which  looks  as  if  the  Norsemen  had  found  the 
stones  &.C  standing  on  their  arrival.  And,  as  we  have  every 
'wwn  lo  believe  their  immediate  Pictish  predecessors  were 
Clitistian  we  must  go  back,  to  before  the  middle  of  the  sixth 
centnry  lor  the  date  of  the  erection  of  these  circles  and 
[  mltchs.  Both  Worsae  and  Munch  unhesitatingly  speak  of 
lilt  circles  as  Celtic.  It  is  not  impossible,  however,  that  the 
-Norsemen  finding  the  stones  in  position,  may  ha\e  utilised 
iHem  for  some  of  their  own  pagan  rites,  and  that  a  tradition  of 
^ach  pagan  rites  may  have  come  down  lo  ipiite  modem  times. 
^Vc  know  that  the  Ring  of  Brogar  was  called  the  Temple 
"f  the  Sun,^  and  that  of  Stenness  the  Temple  of  the  Moon, 
>ill  '[iiite  recent  years ;  and,  from  a  pajier  communicated 
'«  iha  Society  of  Antiiiuaries  of  Scotland  in  1784  by  llr. 
"tniy,  then  minister  of  Greyfriars,  we  learn  some  of  the 
ty^ioms,  that  had,  within  twenty  or  thirty  years,  [irior  to  that 
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(iatc,  subsisted  amongst  the  people  of  the  distrirt  1 
tliat,  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year,  they  were  in  th 
assembling  at  the  Kirk  of  Stenness,  having  pro%Ts 
them  for  several  days.  As  long  as  these  lasted  th 
and  danced  away  in  the  Kirk.  As  the  young  pc 
owing  to  this  custom,  a  greater  opportunity  of  met 
they  otherwise  would  have  had,  many  marriages 
When  therefore  a  couple  had  made  up  their  mind 
subject,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  stealing  away  t 
companions  and  rcixiiring  to  the  Temple  of  the  Mo 
the  woman  in  the  presence  of  the  man  knelt  down  ai 
to  Woden,  or  Odin,  to  help  her  to  be  faithful  to  the  n 
they  adjourned  to  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  where 
went  through  a  similar  ceremony ;  and  finally  return* 
Stone  of  Odin,  where,  one  standing  on  one  side  and 
on  the  other,  they  shook  hands  through  the  hole  in 
and  swore  to  be  faithful  to  each  other.  This  cere 
considered  so  sacred,  that  it  was  thought  to  be  infamou 
it  Frinci})al  Gordon,'  in  fact,  was  told  that  the  wayi 
light  was,  that  a  man,  having  seduced  a  girl  under  | 
marriage,  was  being  rebuked  with  such  sc\'crity  by 
elders,  that  the  minister  was  led  to  ask  how  they  wei 
hard  on  the  culprit,  and  was  told  that  the  man  had  fa 
|)romise  of  Odin.  The  worthy  elders  no  doubt  loo 
a  little  seduction  as  a  very  minor  offence,  but  bre 
promise  of  Odin  was  a  very  serious  matter.  The 
Odin,  in  fact,  was  the  place  where  the  knot  matrin 
tied  ;  and  when  a  couple  thought  they  were  too  miKl 
and  wanted  to  sli[)  the  knot,  they  went  into  the  Ktri 
one  going  out  by  the  south  door  and  the  other  bf 
was  considered  to  have  legally  dissolved  the  marriag 
left  them  lK)th  free  for  a  secontl  venture.  The  proccs 
was  as  simple  and  incx|>onsive  as  could  be  desired ; 
idea  of  looking  upon  a  church  as  a  sort  of  inani 
James  Hannen  was  charming! 

*  Artk.  Se^e,  vol.  i.  p.  163. 
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Caplain  Thomas  was  informed  thai,  if  an  infant  was  passed 
tiirough  ihe  hole  of  Qdin,  it  would  never,  when  grown  u[i, 
ihakewilh  palsy  i'  and  that,  up  lo  the  time  of  its  destruction, 
ii  lias  customary  lo  Itave  some  votive  offering,  even  if  it  were 
oiiljf  a  stone.  The  Stone  of  Odin  was  destroyed,  and  the 
prastrate  one  in  the  Ring  of  Slenness  tlirown  down,  and, 
Kcording  to  PeterkJn,*  three  others  destroyed  in  December, 
1S14,  by  a  Highland  Goth  of  a  farmer,  then  tenant  of  Barn- 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  making  byres,  01  cow-houses,  'i'his 
nun,  who,  as  he  is  said  to  have  served  as  an  officer  in  Egypt, 
io  Abercrombie's  expedition,  ought  to  have  known  belter,  was 
only  prevented  from  committing  further  vandalism  by  Malcolm 
Liing,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  obtaining  an  interdict  from 
iheSiicriff's  Cmirt.  That  was  not  all,  as  the  natives  Boycotted 
liie  F<rry  Louper  against  whom  they  had  the  additional 
gnidgt  that  some  small  tenants  had  been  removed  to  make  his 
farm,  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  was  at  last  compelled  to  lea\  e 
ttic  country.  Some  four  miles  or  less  from  the  Rinj;  of  Bukun, 
indaljout  half  a  mile  soutii  of  the  manse  of  Sandwiek,  is  an 
«Whro«n  cromlech,  called  The  Stones  of  Via/'  The  stones 
Loiijiit  of  four  short  square  jiillars  about  3  ft.  high,  on  whii  h 
•IS  supported  a  st|uare  slab,  5  f(.  ig  in.  by  4  ft.  9  in.  by  i  ti, 
Uose,  too,  lies  a  smaller  slab,  wliich  has  eiilier  been  placed  on 
ite  lo])  of  the  larger  one,  or  else  has  formed  p.irt  ol'  a  small 
"iMilumental  cromlech. 

iJnahiU  called  Veslraftuld,  but  which  should  he  Vestrafjcid, 
1^  a  brge  irregular  inclosure,  originally  fenced  ail  round  by 
Ijrge  fi.igs  and  measuring  about  Soo  yards  in  cireuniierence. 
A "akrcuur.ie  runs  through  the  centre  and  there  are  indications 
"'  smaller  inclosures.  This  inclosure,  whicli  lies  north  of  the 
'"yof  Skail,  Ca|)tain  Thomas  considered  of  very  great  auli- 
'llity.  hut  was  unable  to  form  any  idea  of  what  it  had  been 
'"itnd^d  lor. 

I'trs.ms  anxious    for    further    information    conrcrning    tlij'. 

■  --«aU  Ncill's  Tour.  p.  iS.  ^  IVtcrkiii's  .\",'/,i,  |i.  jo. 
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district,    arc   rcfcrrcti    to   the    paprr    hy    C;i|»tain    F.   W.  I 
'rhonins,    R.N.,  in   volume    xwiv.   of  the  Arck^fi'l^^i  I'f  \^ 
Sihkty  of   Antiquariei   (I^)nilon),    of    whirli   the   writer  ^J» 
l.irj^ely  availed  himself. 

About  a  mile  or  m>  from  the  manse  of  S.ind»'iik.  irit*t 
the  Noulh-easlern  corner  of  t!ie  I  Jay  of  Skail,  lie  the  rcr.-:"* 
of  llic  Weem  of  Skara  Hrae,  one  of  the  mo'^t  remarkahlc^rc* 
of  primitive  dwellings  known,  and  whirh  were  exca\alcd  \y^ 
late  Mr.  Watt  ahorit  twenty  years  a:^o.  They  may  \mi  dcMT.-K^- 
as  a  series  of  chambers  and  cell^i  arranjje<l  on  cither  Mdc  ^A  ^ 
irrej;ular  passaj^c,  the  general  trend  of  which  is  frum  r-'r* 
east  to  south-west.  The  jiassa^'e  is  from  2  to  3  fi.  »>if 
and,  it  is  supp(»ed,  was  tVom  5  to  6  ft.  in  heijht  ^^ 
of  the  chami)ers,  <|»e.ikiiiL:  roui^lily,  is  31  ft.  6  in.  ^» 
II  ft.;  another  21  ft.  hy  19  ft.  or  20  ft.  In  neither  ci*' 
<  tiuld  the  Iiei.u'ht  lur  ascertained.  The  wh*»le  plarc  1*  **^ 
a  labyrinth  of  pn*»sa,u'cs  comj»artments.  an<l  relK  that  '-^ 
attempt  to  de-cribe  it  at  all  <  learly  would  lake  up  &' 
too  Hiuch  si)ace.  The  read«T,  therefore,  anxious  for  fc!!< 
cletaiN  is  referred  to  Mr.  Petrir'-i  |»ajH:r  in  volume  %'ii.  of  t** 
/*/>vrYi/////v  t[f  the  Sti  ttish  Antii/Uiirit's,  An  enorm«>us  ijiuntrv 
of  I  Mine  and  stone  implements  were  fotmd.  .-Xmonij^t  !** 
animal  remains  were  horns  and  Ume^i  of  deer,  horn*  i^  /'■'' 
l.*Hi^i/rvni  and  /w'v  /*nm/i;t-f//ff>\  the  tooth  ni  a  walniii.  *?*• 
\ertebra'  of  a  whale.  From  the  marks  i>n  a  human  Nine  it  " 
supposed  the  inhabitants  were,  like  the  New  /eabmier«  tl- 
recent  years,  j^iven  fKcasionally  to  **  lon^  I»ij?**  Several  otR^ 
ronlaining  ashe^  were  found  in  the  chaml»ers,  whirh  4H>««tl^ 
the  inhabitants  must  ha\e  ]»;iid  a  certain  amount  of  ne^petti^ 
their  dejwirted.  In  the  ohi  houM.*  at  Skail,  erected  by  Ft*K? 
(iraham,  Mr.  Watt  lias  a  colKction  of  implements  Jtc .  fc**^ 
in  the  Weem,  which  he  is  very  kind  in  showing  to  siranjjcr*. 

On  the  shorcN  »»f  the  Riv  o(  .Skail  a  hoard  of  silver  w2< -^ 
Mart  h  1S58,  divovered  by  some  lH>y»i.  The  hml,  ■-*'^ 
wii^hetl  i6  lbs.  altoi^ether,  consisted  of  torques  and  m*** " 
I  nan  lie  brooches,  all  very  similar  in  iKittcrn,  also  of  silver  l**-"^ 
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,  and  a  number  of  silver  coins.     One  of  the  coins  was 

al  Motiidhcd,  struck  at  AI  Thash  (a  town  of  Trans- 
n  the  aSjrd  year  of  the  Hegira,  i.e.  a.d.  896.  Two 
coins,  one  »  Peter's  Penny,  coined  at  York  early  in 

century,  the  other  of  /Kthelstan  "  Rex  totius  Biilan- 
5 — 941.  The  whole  is  supposed  to  have  been  loot  ac- 
r  some  Viking  in  foreign  parts  and  to  have  formed  part 
)ck  of  some  silversmith  whose  shop  had  been  sacked.' 

southern  comer  of  the  Bay  of  Skail  is  a  curious  arch, 
;upposed  to  have  been  formed  by  a  vein  of  trap-rock 
ly.  This  arch  is  known  as  the  Hole  of  Row.  First 
:  a  long  narrow  geo  some  fifteen  or  twenty  yards 
hen  a  square  hole  some  height  above  water  level, 
ns  right  through  to  the  sea  on  the  other  side  a  distance 
fifty  yards.  A  mile  or  so  south  of  the  Hole  of  Row 
aeon  Hill,  from  the  top  of  which  you  get  one  of  the 
ws  of  Hoy  that  can  be  obtained  from  the  Mainland. 

do  you  see  the  Meadow  of  the  Kaim  and  the  cliffs 
IS  far  as  the  Old  Man,  hut  also  (he  Caithness  and 
id  coast-line  as  far  as  U'hitten  Head.  On  the  cliffs 
;he  lie.iron  Hill  may  be  seen  a  airious  example  of 
lering  effect  of  the  atmosjihere  on  the  rocks,  all  sorts 
us    quasi -geometrical    patterns    being   cut    on    them. 

mile  or  so  beyond  this  you  come  to  the  Castle  of 
)re,  a  detached  stack  somewhat  similar  to  thai  of  North 
The  distance  from  Skail  to  Slromncss  along  ibc 
it  be  about  eight  miles,  and  the  walk,  on  a  summer's 
when  a  setting  sun  is  bringing  out  the  rich  red  colouring 
ifTs  of  Hoy,  must  be  a  very  enjoyable  one. 

litchell's  Mtschen-e,  plale  .iml  d(j5Cii|>tiun.  See  alho  Cobdio 
■llaud  in  Ihi  Mid.lU  Aj;,!,   [..  jr  1. 
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CHAPTKR  XXIV. 

THK     ORKNKYS.     -SIROMNKSS     AND     THK     WF-'iF     MAISU%> 

(iontinufd), 

Birsay. 

**  Thi-  w.\y  went  the  Prince  j-f  tiling  ; 
Skilt'ul  arc  Wk  men  with  arrows. 
Now  is  many  .i  hcathc-ick  mcetint* 
I  oath  ttcoitlc  the  verdant  hill-icks, 
W  here  the  cimli  m-  of  the  Imnter, 
K<-e:iU  l»eiit,  a.s  if  liy  niaf^ic, 
M.ikcs  the  miK>rf>>\%I  i(uic-.ly  iKri-Hh." 

( )f  knfyin  ;a  Vli  ,m. 

liiRSAV,  iIk*  liit'j^ishtf'itriS,  or  lumtinj:-j;ri»umi  cif  the  jifH.  * 
\\\M  north- Western  parish  of  the  Mainland.  In  Ix»m'$  tare, 
nnti  till  <niiio  rerent  years,  Harray  and  ISirsay  made  onepan*?'- 
Imt,  at  the  preNetit  day,  the  two  distrirts  have  lieen  so'cred**' 
Itirsiy  has  been  tort  tied  into  a  quoad  sacra  |ianNh  by  itsdl 

The  {Kilate  ot'  Hi rsu' is  fourteen  miles  from  Stromnesik  10^ 
i'i;^hteen  from  Kirkwall.  From  Stromness  you  foss  thn^^ 
Sk.iil  to  ^et  there,  and  drivin^^  from  Kirkwall  your  raid  takes 
you  through  the  country  of  the  Harray  lairds,  of  wKoo  J^ 
Hen  wrote  that  t):na:tssiwi  fun  sunt,  a  charge  certainly  ritt^ 
from  all  a<  ( nunts,  louhi  not  l>e  hnui^ihl  against  them  *t  tbt 
preNenl  day.  In  Harray  toi»,  he  mentions  was  situated  * 
^reat  i  hunh  detlicated  to  the  Virgin,  mueh  fre«|ucnt€d  ^ 
peo]>]e  tViim  all  the  islamls,  and  of  which  many  tiM^ 
were  loM. 
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rile  [lalare  of  Birsay  is  situated  on  llie  shores  of  a  s;indy 
1  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Brough  of  Birsay,  and  on 
■  south  by  Marwick  Head 

rhe  palace  originally  consisted  of  a  range  of  buildings 
ning  four  sides  of  a  court  which  measured  104  ft,  3  in., 
and  S.,  by  59  ft.  g  in.  K  and  W.  The  external  measure- 
its  are  172  ft.  3  in.  N.  and  S.,  by  no  ft.  to  in.  E.  and  VV. 
theS.£.,  N.E,,and  S.VV,  angles  are  square  projecting  lowers, 

[he  main  entrance  was  in  the  south  wall.  At  the  N.  is  a 
ion  of  an  older  building.  A  modem  wall  has  been  built 
[iccting  the  two  flanking  towers  at  the  S,  end,  inside  of 
:h  can  still  be  seen  the  traces  of  the  old  wall.  The  whole 
ding  is  now  the  remains  of  a  shell,  and  the  best  portion  is 
older  part,  which  has  been  attributed  to  ihe  St,  Clairs. 
n  1858  a  large  portion  of  the  western  side  was  blown  down. 
know  (hat  Jarl  Thorfinn  in  his  latter  years  made  this  place 
liead- quarters,  and  probably  built  some  sort  of  dwelling 
se,  though  the  chances  are  that,  like  an  Icelandic  Skali,  ii 
Id  be  composed  partly  of  wood  and  partly  of  stone.     Jo 

^lys  (here  was  "  palatium  excellens,"  in  Birsay  in  his  day, 
ui  which  he  bas  the  following  wonderful  myth,  that  a  king 
Irkney  reigned  there  named  Gavus.  But  when  Julius  Ca;sar 
ime  master  of  the  whole  world,  Orkney  became  subject  to 
Romans,  .1  fact  to  which  the  inscription  on  a  stone  bore 
less.  That  Earl  Robert  built  the  new  portion  of  the 
(iin;^  we  know  as  an  historical  fart.  Over  the  gateivay 
"I  the  stone,  the  inscription  on  which,  "  Dominus  Robarlus 
I'.irius  Filius  J.acobi  Quinli  AV.v -Scolorimi  hoc  0])us  instrtixil," 

held  to  iie  proof  of  treasonable  designs,  instead,  as  it 
ht  10  have  been,  of  ignorance  of  grammar.  The  stone,  on 
th  this  inscription  was  carved,  is  said  to  have  been  carried 
y  by  the  vandal  Earl  of  .Morion,  who  sold  the  Earldom 
les  to  the  Dundasses.  Inside  the  building,  over  Lord 
ten's  arms,  was  ilie  motto,  "Sic  fuil,  e>t,  el  erii."  The 
iJin;;,  whiih  was  three  sturiud,  was,  according  to  Brand,'  on 
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the  first  floor  dcroratcd  on  the  ceilings  with  5%rripmral  «i^k 
su<h  as  on  Noah's  FUkkI,  and  Our  Saviour  riding  into  Jcrusi! 
a  fart  which,  when  wc  consider  the  manner  of  man  Eari  Ru 
was,  is,  to  say  the  least,  somewhat  strange. 

Brand  said  the  l>uildinj;  had  l)een  occupied  within  tw 
year^  of  the  time  when  he  wrote  (1700),  but  was  fast  ii 
into  decay. 

Sheei)-stealing  Sand's  examination,  by  Captain  Moodie 
James  (iordon  of  Cairston,  was,  however,  held  in  the  buik 
and  in  the  sketch  of  the  place  given  in  the  introductw 
Low's  Tour}  and  supposed  to  have  l)een  drawn  in  the  latter 
of  the  eighteenih  century,  the  j^alace,  though  rooflc^v  « 
otherwise  entire.  From  this  sketch  it  appears,  that  the  ga 
was  on  the  east  side  of  the  building,  and  that,  south  ol 
garden,  was  a  walled-in  |»addoi'k.  Close  to  the  [alace  is 
<*hurchyard,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  the  parish  cht 
Into  the  southern  wall  of  the  church  a  stone  is  built,  00  ■ 
is  the  word  '*  Hellus,"  al)oul  which  all  fiorts  of  the 
have  l)een  started.  The  western  gable  is  sup|>osed  to 
l>een  a  |K)rtion  of  an  older  building,  and  the  east  windav 
(ieorge  Dasent  was  of  opinion,  had  lieen  removed 
another  building.  To  the  K.  of  the  church  are  the  trar 
another  one.  Jarl  Thorfinn,  as  we  know,  on  his  return 
Rome,  buill  Christ  Kirk  at  Hirsay ;  and  Bishop  William  re 
there  till  St  Magnus  was  built.  The  older  church,  of  1 
traces  still  sur\ive,  may  therefore  have  been  the  original  ch 
erected  by  Thorhnn.  Close  to  the  old  school-house  an 
remains  of  old  buildings,  which,  local  tradition  says,  foniM 
old  episcojal  pa  lac  e. 

The  churchyard  at  nir>ay,  when  the  i*Titer  was  there  in  I 
was  in  a  shamefully  neglected  stale,  and  the  same  remark 
l>e  applied  to  most  of  the  graveyards  in  l>oth  the  Orkncji 
Shetland.  The  real  fad  is,  that  most  of  them  should  e 
l>e  closed  or  enlarged,  as  in  many  cases  so  crowded  are  1 
that  the  coffins  are  hardly  l>elow  the  surface,     llic  Brong 
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Hifny  is  an  islet  containing  nboul  40  acres,  and  se[>ara(ed  from 
the  ^hore  by  a  channel  nearly  400  yards  broad,  of  which  aboiil 
ijo  yards  has  a  rocky  ^eaweedy  bottom,  not  the  pleasantest  of 
willing.  At  spring- tides  this  channel  is  dry  for  about  three 
houK,  Imt  the  intending  visitor  to  the  brough  should  get  a 
piiiicfrom  the  xillage  who  knows  the  tide  times,  and  should 
tt  cartful  not  to  linger  too  long,  as  when  the  tide  does  begin  to 
flow  ihrough  the  channel,  it  does  so  like  a  mill-race. 

The  remains  of  the  old  church  ^  .ire  on  ihe  N.E.  side  of  the 
bwugh,  and  close  to  the  shore.  The  chapel  consisted  of  nave, 
charKtl,  and  apse.  The  na\-e  is  28  ft.  3  in.  by  15  ft.  6  in. 
uiMdc,  and  was  entered  by  a  doorwav  3  ft  2  m  wide  at  the 
^*  end.  In  the  N  E.  md  S  E  comers  of  the  mve  are  circular 
S|Bces  5  ft  G  in  in  ihc  S  one  ol  wlii  h  iri.  the  remims  of  a 
siairca.se  and  it  is  probable  that  then,  wis  a  st-iircase  m  the 
^  one  as  well  Dnden  conjectures  th^t  these  siiirs  led  to 
fillet  turrets  or  pritsts'  rooms  o\cr  the  chanctl  as  he  dots 
""l  ihink  thtrc  cin  hwc  been  a  rood  loft  ^nder'.on  is  of 
opinon  the  rhurch  1  ke  nnn>  other  NorsL  il  urchcs  wis  twin 
lOKered.  \  stoni.  si.it  i  ft  2  in  hi^h  -ind  i  ft  ->  in  broid 
"I  all  probabilitv  x-xn  round  the  n-m.  I  In.  tntrinci.  to  the 
"^iianrel  IS  4  ft  ^  m  widt  ind  was  probibh  suriiiounled  b>  i 
WiiKircuhr  irch  In  tht  N  mil  of  the  chim  il  s  1  w  ndow 
jfl  by  10  in  ind  below  it  to  the  E  i  squire  irthwiy  ^  ft 
liilhby  2  ft  8  in  wide  i  It  11  in  in  recess  ind  i  It  dttp 
"iiih  Drydtn  lonjciturf  mn  hue  lecn  in  Eister  SLf  ulchrt 
^t  aliar  wis  it  tin.  chord  of  thi  ipse  ind  is  su]  \  osed  to  ha\e 
''^'-n  J  ft  1  in  in  2  ft  7  in  In  hitr  times  the  ipse  wis 
'  '"rlid  off  bj  1  rertdos  l!c  th  nn  e  ind  chincel  ire  supposed 
'  lw(e  hid  tie  beim  roofs  The  i])si  which  is  horseshoe 
liipsil  IS  sii]ii)osed  to  hue  been  simihr  to  that  it  Orphir  ind 
'"irciore  vaulted,  llryden  jiuts  the  date  of  its  ereetion  at  about 
M  ytar  1100,  and  stijjposes  it  to  have  been  built  by  Erlend 
THnrfinn's  son.  Barry  states  it  was  dedicated  to  ,St.  Peter, 
"■"pin  ihc  sketch  given  in  the  Introduction  to  Ixiw's  Tour, 

I   Dfjileirs  KuinedCku-ihf!. 
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it  is  called  Sl  Colmc's  Churcli.  It  was  inclo>ed  by  a 
traces  of  which  can  still  be  seen,  2^}^  yds.  l>y  17  ydv,  ixn^ 
long  time  was  used  as  a  t/v/,  or  sheepl'old.  There  arc 
very  pretty  views  ot  the  < oast-line  to  be  obtained  inni  li 
of  the  brough,  which  is  about  90  ft.  in  height  on  the  m 
side,  and  there  is  said  to  be,  on  that  side,  a  cave  wt^rth  c\j 
in  a  boat. 

To  the  south  of  the  palace,  ahmg  the  sand  hiU>.  and  1 
from  where  you  commence  the  ascent  of  Man%ick  Head. 
Knowe  of  Saverough,  opened  by  Mr.  Farrer  in  1S62.*  1 
knowe  were  found  a  number  of  stone  cists  containir 
remains  of  people  of  all  ages.  Some  of  the  >kullr»  mhKl 
Kumb€-K(phalii\  or  boat-shajied,  were  of  a  very  low 
others  again,  and  those  the  ones  in  the  best  preMrnatiun 
of  a  much  higher  (lass.  Dr.  Thurnam,  one  of  the  auth 
the  Crania  lyriiannica^  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  th 
remain>  were  lho>e  of  the  ancient  Celtic  inhabitant!!.  . 
jar  of  pe<  uliar  formation,  now  in  the  Mu>eum  at  Kdinl 
was  tound  near  one  of  the  cist^  and,  not  far  from  the  f 
remains  of  a  building,  in  which  were  several  Ixme  miplei 
one  of  them  being  a  comb,  very  similar  in  form  to  thoii 
to  clean  the  heads  of  tlirlv  (  hildrcn.  CIom:  tti  the  bi 
was  discovered  a  c  ist  containing  the  bell  mentioned  at  p 
which,  .\nderson  -  conjectured,  may  ha\e  been  buned  t 
serve  it  from  prolanation  by  the  pagan  Vikings,  >ome«h 
the  ninth  c  entury.  It  is  iherelore  not  imjirubable,  th 
Norse  ( hurch  on  the  lirough  of  Hirsay  was  preceded 
earlier  Celtic  one,  to  whiih  the  bell  lately  resuscitated  ou; 
belonged.  The  legend  of  the  Norse  chunh  having 
dedicated  to  St.  Colme,  or  St.  Columba,  |K)mts  to  ihix 
may  now  be  dcsc  ribed  as  the  mansitst  \vxx\s\\  in  Scotland, 
the  S.  K.  t)l  the  <  luin  h  is  the  *'  old  manse  *'  of  the  sketchi 
referred  to.  Close  to  the  cluirch  is  the  **Mmistcr's  H 
.list)  shown,  in  whuh   Low  spent    ijie   last    tiftenty  yean 

'    /'hn.  .S<c»/.  Anf    V.  1.  ii.  p.   10. 

'*'  AiidcrMiir!*  \i'/4ttNj  -n  Jittnr  Cnruham  7'imrj,  \\A.  l  p.  U 
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snd,  lo  the  N.E.  of  the  church,  the  new  manse  erecicd 
ir  or  so  ago.  An  explorer,  desirous  of  spending  a  few  days 
ese  parts,  could  get  a  very  comfortable  sitting-room  and 
1)010  at  the  old  school-house. 

fhaps,  too,  the  manse,  which  has  just  been  given  up,  may  be 
sded  into  a  lodging-house  for  tourists  during  the  summer 
autumn  months.  Okstro  Broch  from  which  the  great 
uitj-  of  the  brochs  has  been  proved,  hes  a  little  to  ihe  east 
verough.' 

ere  is  a  very  pretty  walk  along  the  cliffs  lo  Costa  Head, 
t.  high,  from  which  a  very  fair  panorama  all  around  can 
iiained.  The  sea-face  of  the  head  is  very  fine,  presenting 
pendicular  face  of  red  sandstone  to  the  waves  of  the 
lUc  400  ft.  in  height.  On  the  western  side  of  the  head 
very  picturesque  isolated  stack  known  as  Gull  Castle, 
'ick  Head,  on  the  souihem  side  of  Ihe  Bay  of  Birsay,  is 
ffine  bold  headland  263  ft.  in  height.  Bclween  it  and 
Ihe  life-buoy  which  Mr.  Sands  desjiatchcd  from  St.  Kilda, 
0  which  he  attached  a  message  announcing  the  shipwreck 
;  .Austrian  vessel,  was  picked  up  in  rS;;.  It  was  sent 
from  the  island  on  the  30th  of  January,  and,  on  the  Hlh 
bruary,  the  message  was  being  telegraphed  south  to  the 
rally,  and  on  the  22nd  H.M.S.  Jackal  look  off  both  the 
ians  and  Mr.  Sands  from  their  island  prison.-  It  was  very 
erful  thai  the  life-buoy  should  have  traversed  the  185 
:al  miles  between  St.  Kilda  and  the  Orkneys  in  so  short  a 
The  loch  of  Birsay  is  a  good-si/ed  sheet  of  water  holding 
air  trout  averaging  half  a  pound  apiece.  It,  like  the  lochs 
enness  and  Harray,  has  been  raked  lo  death  with  the  otter, 
f  that  can  only  he  stopjied,  it  ought  to  btconie  a  very  fair 
ig  water.  East  of  the  loch  of  Birsay,  or  Boardhoiise  as 
ometimes  called,  is  the  loch  of  Hund'land,  in  which,  how- 
ihe  trout  are  small,  averaging  ahout  four  or  five  to  the 
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f )ound.     East  of  Hundland  is  the  loch  of  Svjumay,  uid     to  ^ 
a  very  good  angling  water,  the  property  of  Mr.  Brotchie  oT 
Svrannay.     From  Swannay,  round  the  east  tide  of  the   ITcy 
Mainland  to  Finstown,  there  is  nothing  to  interest  the  toan^ 
either  in  the  way  of  i>ccnery  or  antiquities. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


THU   OBKNEVS. — THE  SOUTH    [SLF.S. 


Hpy  and  Walh. 

'•  See  Hoj-'b  Old  Man  I   who'ie  summil  bare 
Pierces  Ihe  linrlt  blue  fields  uf  nir  ; 
Based  la  the  sea,  his  fearful  form 
Glnoms  like  the  spirit  of  the  ^torm  ; 
An  ncean  Itabel,  reni  and  H-om 
By  time  and  tide,— all  wild  and  lorn  : 
A  giani  that  hath  warred  with  heaven, 
Whose  ruined  scalp  seems  thunder  riven  : 
Whose  form  the  misly  spray  dnlh  shrnud, 
Whose  head  the  dark  and  hovering  clnud 
Around  hi^  dread  and  louring  mass, 
In  sailing  svjanns  the  sea-fowl  jiass  ; 
Bitt  when  the  night-cloud  o'er  the  sea 
Hangs  like  a  sable  canopy, 
And  when  the  Hying  storm  doth  -cmrge, 
Around  his  ba^^e  Ihe  rushing;  KUrge, 
Swift  (o  his  airy  clefts  they  soar, 
And  sleep  amidst  the  lempest's  roar, 
Or  w  ilh  it^  howling  round  his  peat. 
Mingle  thtir  drear  and  dreamy  -hriek."— Mai.coi  m. 

Hoy,  the  //ary  (High  Island)  of  the  .^a.^'i/s,  well  deserves 
''Ename  given  lo  it  by  the  old  Vikings  (if  the  Western  Haf, 
"<)  ihe  contrast  between  the  scenery  of  this,  from  a  painter's 
«int  of  view,  lAe  gem  of  Ihe  Orcadian  {.'rotip,  and  that  of  the 
W  of  the  islands  is  very  marked.     Slrietly  siieakiny,   only 
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ihal  portion  f»f  the  isl.md  lyini:  tu  the  ncirth  ijf  a  hnciir-i- 
Irnm  the  (irct-n  Head  to  the  mouth   of  the   Summef  K-r 
Hoy,  all  scuiih  of  that,  as  far  as  I.i»nLj  ni>|>e,  is  Nurth  ^^-  • 
and   the  southern   peninsula,  or  i>I.in<l  as   it  !K.romo  Jt  h*' 
water  with  hi.^h  spring-tides,  is  Soutli  W'alN,  the   /  JiUJ*:-' 
the   Sd\^in.      For  desrripti\e   jairposcs,   h<iwever,  all  ri'-r:: 
I^»n^  no|Kr  may  lie  considered  as  Hoy.     Allowing  :h>  :■■   ' 
the  case,  H(»y  measures  s«ime  eleven   miles  from  the  Kjx' 
Meisetter,  and  varies  in  hreadth  tVom  three  and  a-Julf  *.■■-■ 
miles. 

The  whole  i>f  the  interior  (»f  Hoy   is  one  ri»n!in::o'j'  *:■- 
<'ession  of  ru^^'ed,   li»rrent-worn    hills   alternating:  »:lh  .a-' 
of  the  wildest  Hi^^'hland  ly|>e  and  « liiT-surroundcd  mcj-i'*' 
The  <-oast-line,  on  the  western  side,  is  one  of  the  fineM  *wtri  J"*- 
of  rock  srenery  in   the  Hritish   Isles     glorious  ni>t  only  m* 
the  vast  height  of  its  pre*  ipices,  but  also  from  the  wondcrr:"' 
beautiful  eolourinj;  of  some  of  its  rocks.     Till  the  nm:c  of  ''^ 
mail  steamer  was  altereii   in  the  summer  (»f  i8So,  jas<fu*r"*. 
<in  their  way  between    Thurso  ant!  Stromness,  were  cnaNci ' 
see  the  whole  of  this  map^nitlcent   i»anorama  fnun  the  Mca.t.i' 
but.  with  the  new  n»ute,  unless  the  steamer,  to  cheat  the  !V.^ 
should  make  for  the  Berrv  Head,  onlv  a  verv  distant  *ic«  ' 
obtaineii.      To  see  the  jnirtion  between  the  Kaim  and  the**- 
Man.  a  boat  must  be  chart  ere*  1  from  Slromness  and.  in  -"' 
weather,  few  mure  enjoyalile  biutin^  excursions  can  Ik  ma-^ 

A  sjiuth-eastcrly  wind  is  best,  as  it  is  not  only  a  ii^^i  w^'- 
:o  ami  fro.  but  alsjj  insures  smcMith  water — no  shght  o*' 
siili-ralion  t«i  nio'^t  |>eople  on  sueh  an  c\iK>svd  ciu^L  •^' 
a  rule,  tlie  boatmen  like  t(»  leave  with  the  last  of  the  flood •• 
as  to  h.ive  llie  youm:  flood  to  help  them  throuj:h  HoySco?^ 
on  their  reitirn.  The  smaller  lH»ats  in  the  South  Isle*  ire *^ 
sjirit-riLijed.  and  are  built  verv  much  on  the  same  hne*a»^ 
s,iuu'  <  l.is>  of  b  lats  in  the  south  :  in  the  North  Islc%  the  M'* 
ajiprtiximate  mt»re  to  the  Shetland  yawl,  and  are  j;en<n»*' 
smack  or  cutler  ri^^'ed,  the  worst  ri^  of  all  for  an  oj»efl  l**- 
as   you,  very  oiten,  h.ive  a  ditiiculty  in  taking  sail  off  *■  " 
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3TOenfs  notice,  that  is  to  say.  when  going  free,  ^VTien  Scott '  was 
the  isles,  he  seems  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  Orkney- 
M  were  inferior  to  the  Shetlanders  in  the  management  of 
ats  under  saiU  Whatever  it  may  have  been  then,  it  certainly 
not  the  case  at  the  present  day  amongst  the  regular  boatmen, 
'len  in  Shetland,  to  cross  a  dirty  bit  of  firth,  you  require,  or 
:  told  you  require,  a  big  boat  and  six  men  :  in  the  southern 
rap,  where  the  tideways  are  much  stronger,  two  men  will 
ve  your  turn  as  well.  A  Shetlander  almost  always  cuts  a 
ing  of  tide  under  oars,  an  Orcadian  under  canvas, 
[paving  behind  you  the  harbour  and  Cairslon  Roads,  rich  in 
mories  of  Ross,  Parry,  Franklin,  and  other  Arctic  voyagers, 
1  skill  along  the  green  isle  of  Graemsay.  Pharos-surmounled 
Mch  end.  and,  after  openint;  up  the  glen  between  the  Ward 
d  Cuilags  Hills,  come  to  the  Geos  of  Selwick  and  Selwick 
tile,  where  in  very  fine  weather  you  can  land  to  explore  the 
eidow  of  the  Kaim,  of  which  more  hereafter.  Then  round 
e  Kaim  itself,  which,  unlike  its  nearly  perpendicular  Foulaese 
mesake,  slopes  down  to  the  sea.  Here  you  come  in  sight 
Sit  Walter's  likeness,  car\-ed  by  Dame  Nature  herself  on 
c  diffs  between  the  Kaim  and  Bracbrough.  U])  to  Brae- 
OMgh  you  have  a  jirecipilous  rock  slope,  here  interspersed 
ith  grassy  patches,  here  seamed  with  gullies,  down  which, 
wet  weather,  foaming  torrents  rush  to  the  sea. 
All  along  this  face  sheep  and  their  shepherdesses  can 
indi;r  more  or  less,  though  occasionafly,  temiiled  by  some 
omising  bit  of  herbage,  sheep  have  been  known  to  reach 
ices  from  which  (here  was  no  return,  and  have  been  com- 
piled to  remain,  till  they  cither  fell  over  the  banks,  or  were 
an'ed  to  death.  Br.aebrough,  or  St.  Johns  Head,  the  highest 
m  of  the  whole  clifWine  (i.uo  fi.'et  hi^h),  stands  out  like  a 
mjeciing buttress.  From  here  to  the  Old  Man  the  cliffs  gradu- 
ly decrease  in  height.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century  the  Old 
Iw  (^50  feet)  stood,  so  to  s])eak,  on  two  legs,  an  arch  piercing 
'rough  the  lower  portion  of  the  stack.  Towering,  as  it  still 
'  i-,„/A /.,>,  vol.  iii.  p.  .:|4- 
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docs,  over  the  cliff-line  in  the  immediate  vicinitT.  an«i 
prominent  landmark  even  from  the  Caithness  coast,  the  * » 
Man*  is  now  on  his  last  le>r,  and  sooner  or  b!er  ir« 
succumb  to  the  pouniling  hlows  of  the  Atlantic  so  rare 
in  jHrrl'cct  rest  in  tlicsc  latitudes.  Here  in  very  fine  wci:h< 
you  can  land,  eat  your  lunch,  and  stretch  your  Ic^s  •rjc: 
last,  after  an  hour  or  so*s  cram|)cd  boat-work,  you  wiil  v^ 
l)e  sorry  to  do.  You  can  even  climb  to  the  top  of  the  ^•ii' 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  it  is  a  siat  brae. 

When  you  can  get  tides  to  suit,  the  InrNt  time  to  \yc^  s^ 
coast-line  is,  when  a  declining  sun  brings  out  the  fuli  bcJ^^ 
of  the  colouring,  which  at  other  times  is  to  a  great  extent  i-*** 
Peterkin  -  narrates  how  the  good  ship  Albion^  of  Blyth.  was.-' 
November,  1815,  driven  ashore  at  a  place  called  the  Stovt' 
between  the  Old  Man  and  Rf)ray  Heacl  (337  feet).  Only  no  •: 
tile  crew  were  left  on  the  ill-fated  craft,  all  the  rest  had  beci 
washc<l  overlM)ard,  Of  the  two  sun'ivors  one  was  la^hoit 
the  rigging,  tlie  other  was  lying  insensible  on  the  deck  S* 
was  tiie  state  of  things,  when  some  fishermen  from  Rackv>>i 
(la inhering  down  through  a  cleft  in  the  rocks,  boarded  th 
\cssel  and  proceeded,  as  was  the  cuMom  in  those  datv  t 
plunder  the  cargo.  Having  done  so,  they  carried  the  nu 
wiio  liad  been  lying  on  the  deck,  ashore,  and  left  him  ur. 
^hclf  of  the  clitf,  still  alive,  ''all  night  a  night  of  Notcnbt 
when  the  earth  was  buried  in  deep  snow,  when  an  inieii*' 
tioNt  prevailed,  and  wlicn  a  piercing  sea-wind  would  hi* 
tliillcd  to  death,  on  the  rcnks  of  Hoy,  the  mu»t  %'i^ofuG 
human  lacing,  if  e\|M)Sed  in  a  state  of  inaction  to  its  povcf- 
riiat  iIr-^c  s,ivjges  (ould  easily  have  removed  the  man  toth 
summit  of  the  cliffs  and  thence  t<»  shelter,  was  provi.-d  1»t  the: 
dragging  up  a  ro!iipani«)n,  who  h.id  gut  drunk  on  the  rum  tbr 
had  fniin<l  (in  board.  The  next  iLiy  the  unforturutc  scaisi'' 
was  found  dead,  a^  aUo  his  iiie'^smate  who  had  licen  0^ 
fast  i»»  the  rig,.::n,::.  ami  wh«»m  the  wreckers,  in  thc:r  boiP 
to  piunder,  h.id  overlooked.  IVterkin  states  both  of  sho< 
'  Scc.;w.'»,  p.  iS9.  '  rcterkin's  AVco,  p.  9^ 
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unfortunales  were  buried  on  the  spot  ;  he  was  there  in  i8j8  ; 
hut  ihere  is  a  curious  tradition  that  the  Reverend  Gavin 
Hunilton,  then  minister  of  Hoy,  had  seen  the  whole  trans- 
>clion  in  a  dream;  and  thai,  afterwards,  on  attending  the 
funeral  of  the  two  unfortunate  mariners,  he  taxed  the  two 
RKkwickians  with  their  inhumanity,  who  were  utterly  at  a  loss 
bw  the  minister  came  to  know  anything  about  the  matter. 

To  sec  the  far-famed  Dwarfie  Stone  and  ascend  Hoy  Hill, 
JOB  have  to  take  a  boat  to  Links  Ness,  opposite  the  south- 
•estem  point  of  Graemsay.  It  depends  on  the  state  of  the  tide 
■iwiher  you  go  east  or  west  about  round  that  island.  It  is  as 
tcH  on  landing  to  get  a  guide,  not  only  to  show  you  the  easiest 
Mcent  and  descent  of  Hoy  Hill,  but  also,  as  a  precautionary 
incisure,  in  case  of  being  caught  in  fog  or  mist  on  the  top. 

About  a  mile,  or  less,  from  the  landing-place  is  the  Manse, 
situated  in  a  garden,  that,  in  summer,  with  its  trees,  small 
iliough  they  be,  and  hedges  of  fuchsias,  affords  a  charming 
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The  bole  on   the  top,  whether  originally  intended  for 
smoke-hole,   or    formed    by   the    weathering    efiert    of   \\^ 
atmosphere,  is  every  year  Inring  made  larger  by  the  ciirioBTr. 
collecting   cads  chip])ing  off  |>orti()ns   to  carry  away.     Hov 
long  it  is  since  this  anything  but  dcsiral)le  residence  was  cvTcri 
out  of  the  solid  is  unknown.     Jo  Ik:n  (1529)  sajrs  the  mi'h 
in  his  day  was,  that  it  had  l>een  caned  out  by  a  giant  and  Hj 
wife,    and   that   the   larger   ai^irtment   was  occupied  by  l^ 
giantess,  when  in  an  interesting  condition. 

If  so,  they  must  have  l)een  Pictish,  or  Pechtuh  gianlv  w 
there  is  not  room  in  either  apartment  for  any  large-«:«^ 
mortal.  An  antiquarian  friend  of  Dr.  Clouston  ^  was  of  opbiicR. 
that  it  had  originally  been  a  heathen  altar,  and  afiervan!^ 
converted  into  a  cell  by  some  Christian  anchorice;  and  I>r. 
Clouston  considers  this  ofnnion  to  have  been  corroboratt^ 
by  the  fact,  that,  in  former  days  the  natives  were  in  the  hitct 
of  dej)ositing  offerings  on  it.  There  is  said  to  be  a  very  fcnc 
echo  under  the  Dwarfie  Hamars. 

From  close  to  the  Dwarl'ie  Stone  the  carbuncle  was  iwi 
to  have  been  visil)le  on  the  more  scar|)ed  |K)rtion  of  the  |«- 
cipitous  amphitheatre,  which  surrounds  what  is  known  as  iH< 
Meadow  of  the  Ward  Hill.  This  carlmncle,  which  S-^ 
refers  to  in  the  Piratf^  is  said  not  to  have  been  visible  of  U^f 
years.  Perhaps  the  Hrownies  or  (lood  People  hating  t-*^ 
materialism  of  this  prosaic,  un-sentimental  age  have  spcrtt«2 
it  away. 

If  not  pressed  for  time  the  best  way  to  ascend  the  ^'*rf 
Hill  would  be  to  follow  u})  the  valley  and  make  the  ascent  fton 
the  north-western  side,  where  the  slo|>e  is  easier  than  anywbfl* 
else.  Your  guiile,  however,  will  Ik:  able  to  put  you  right  as  ^ 
this.  The  writer  ascended  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Mcaik* 
of  the  Ward   Hill,  and  a  fearfully  steep  climb  he  fooad  (^ 

to  the  others  in  charactcr^i  which,  if  Itoth  thej  and  the  D««ffieSctf>l^ 
liut  fair  i>lay,  will  l«  distinctly  le^ble  two  centorici  hence.'*    Crmm^^ 
lietsy,  »5-f..  p.  475. 
1  C  Icu^on's  CtuiJtto  the  Orkiuy  Ides^  p.  53. 
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as  hands  as  well  as  feet  have  lo  be  used  in  places.  However, 
once  up,  you  are  more  than  repaid  for  your  toil  The  sumniit 
of  the  hill  (1,564  feet)  is  a  stony  plateau,  at  t!ie  eastern  and 
*eslera  ends  of  which  are  erected  cairns  of  loose  stones. 
Neir  the  western  cairn  is  a  spring  of  deliciously  cool  water. 

There  are  mountains  and  mountains,  but  few  even  very  much 
loftier  ones,  give  you  such  a  glorious  panorama  of  land  and 
wascape,  as  does  this  the  highest  hill  of  the  Orcadian  group. 
On  a  really  clear  day  the  view  must  be  simply  magnificent. 
Southwards,  all  the  Caithness  and  Sutherland  coast-line,  from 
Duncansbay  Head  to  Cape  Wraih,  over  which,  showing  blue 
in  the  far  distance,  you  have  Morven,  Skeriben,  and  all  the 
Soiherland shire  Bens  as  far  as  Ben  Hope.  Eastward  and  north- 
ward all  the  Orkneys  set  in  a  blue  network  of  soimd  and  firth  ; 
and  on  a  very  clear  day  even  Fair  Isle  is  visible.  North  of 
•est  again,  some  thirty  miles  out  in  the  Atlantic,  lie  the  Stack 
und  Skerry,  the  former  of  which  is  the  most  northern  British 
breeding- place  of  the  Solan  Goose,  Having  had  your  fill  of 
this  glorious  panorama,  you  can  descend  by  the  northern  slopes 
'0  the  Green  of  Gair,  and  then  follow  the  road  from  Rackwick 
to  Links  Ness.  There  is,  by  the  way,  said  to  be  a  very  fine 
Mk  pulpit  in  Hoy  Church,  which,  according  to  tradition,  is 
Mmposed  of  oak  obtained  from  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish 
raan-ofwar. 

For  the  following  description  of  the  walk  round  to  the 
Meadow  of  the  Kaim,  along  the  cliffs  to  Rackwick,  and  thence 
lo  Links  Ness,  the  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Fortescue  the 
lounger,  of  Kingcausie  and  Swanbister.  The  writer  had  hoped  to 
have  been  .ible  last  summer  to  have  made  the  round  himself, 
™  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  ill  health. 

An  hour's  walk  from  Links  Ness,  round  the  northern  slopes  of 
'^eCuilags  Hill  (1,420  feet),  will  bring  you  to  the  Meadow  of 
'^^<i  Kaim,  a  semi-circular  plot  of  ground  200  to  300  yards  in 
Wadth,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  precipitous  cliffs  not  far 
f'om  300  feet  in  height,  and  on  its  eastern  and  western  sides  by 
^'«p  slopes  covered  with  short  heather.     There  is  said  to  be  a 


326  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHE  TLA NP 

very  fine  echo  here,  but  to  bring  it  out  to  inrrfcction  you  rc;:-i.v 
a  jKTfcctly  still  calm  day.  The  ascent  of  the  Kaim  ii  t<v 
made  from  tliis  ]K)int  on  account  of  the  aid  given  >vu  m 
climbing  by  the  short  heather.  If  you  ascend  from  the  morr 
northern  end,  you  have  first  to  skirt  round  the  head  of  a  fc?. 
the  sides  of  which  are  from  200  to  300  feet  in  height,  and  :hff 
have  *'a  fearful  climb  up  a  steep  grassy  sloix?/*  rendered  oilir* 
more  unpleasant  for  the  nerves  by  the  knowledge  that,  if  !*•« 
slip  and  commence  to  roll,  there  will  probably  l)e  no  hilinu 
till  you  reach  the  bottom  of  tlie  aforesaid  geo.  At)out  n- 
thirds  up  the  Kaim  is  an  indentation  in  the  serrated  tt^< 
of  the  cliff,  from  which  you  can  with  comfort  and  safety  get  t^ 
best  view  of  the  cliffs  l)elween  that  fK)int  and  Braebrough.  a* 
along  the  rest  of  the  cliff-line  it  is  im])Ossible  either  to  see  tr< 
bottom  or  to  realise  the  height  at  which  you  arc  standuu- 
From  the  summit  of  the  Kaim  to  Kraebrough  is  com|ianUi^clv 
easy  walking,  and  a!)out  half  way  between  these  points  is  the 
gully  down  which  sheep  are  driven  by  their  shcpherdc«* 
to  browse  on  the  pasture  afforded  by  the  precipitoa*  px**v 
slo|)eN.  Dogs  are  rarely,  if  ever,  used  for  fear  of  driving  t^ 
shecj)  over  the  banks,  (ir  into  places  from  which  they  •^•'-*i 
l)e  unable  to  return.  Somewhere  close  to  this  guUy  a  friend  "^ 
Mr.  FortcM'ue  discovered  the  common  cowslip,  the  only  {iht 
where  it  has  been  found  in  the  islands. 

Bracbrough,  whi<*h  Mr.  Fortescue  thinks  is  al>out  three 
quarters  of  the  way  Ivtween  the  Kaim  and  the  Old  Ma 
is,  as  it  were,  an  incipient  Old  Man,  a  geo  on  the  v»*^ 
west  side  nearly  severing  it  frrim  the  Mainland.  The  wf 
of  it  is  rectangular,  al>out  half  an  acre  in  area,  and 
covered  with  short  heather  and  reindeer  moss.  To  rt*" 
this  vou  have  to  des<*end  some  thirtv  feet  or  so  into  a  MfW* 
chasm,  and  then  ascend  a  narn>w  path  fenced  on  the  geo  s*^ 
by  some  rude  mason- work  put  up  to  protect  the  sheej*.  Fro" 
Brai-'orouuh  a  short  tranij)  along  the  cliffs  brings  you  to  the  brt* 
of  the  h:ll,  from  which  vou  ;:et  vour  first  view  kA  the  irtd  M* 
whic  h,  owing  to  the  elevation  at  which  you  arc  siandini^  1*** 
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'niignificant  from  ihis  point.  When,  however,  you  have 
•ItKcndcd  ihe  slope  of  the  hill  and  walked  along  the  clifls 
till  you  reach  the  nearest  point  in  the  diff-line  to  the  stack, 
pw  realise  that  you  are  still  a  considerable  height  above  the 
Stt,  and  that  the  summit  of  the  Old  Man  is  still  higher.  Look- 
ing back  along  the  cliffs  you  have  come  you  are  able  to  appre- 
cate  how  vast  is  the  height  of  Braebrough.  From  here  you 
"lake  for  Rackwick,  and  skirting  under  the  side  of  Ihe  hill  the 
climbing  is  nil.  As  the  land  falls  away  on  your  right  towards 
Roray  Head  you  have,  on  a  clear  day,  a  very  good  view  of 
Dnnnet  Head,  the  souih-western  doorpost,  so  to  speak,  of  the 
Finland  Firth,  and  a  more  distant  view  of  Thurso  and 
Soabsier.  From  the  first  cottage  you  come  to  at  Rackwick, 
p«dicd  ujjon  the  ed^'e  of  the  cliff,  you  see  the  whole  "town  " 
dotted  about  on  the  hill-side  and  in  the  valley  below,  each 
collage  surrounded  by  its  patch  of  cultivated  ground.  Across 
the  mouth  of  the  valley  runs  a  shingly  beach,  through 
"hich  the  waters  of  the  Rackwick  Burn  percolate  into  the 
*i  At  the  north-west  corner  of  this  ayrc,  or  beach,  arc 
'^enousts  (naust — Icelandic  and  Old  Norse  for  boal-houst), 
as  Orcadians  term  the  places,  where  they  haul  their  boats 
tip  out  of  reach  of  the  breakers.  The  cliffs,  on  the  southern 
side  of  Rackwick,  down  to  the  Berry  Head  are,  Mr. 
foTiescue  says,  under  a  bright  sunshine,  of  the  most  exquisite 
fi^e  colour  variegated  here  and  there  by  rich  warm  yellows. 
Onihc  left-hand  side  of  the  road,  leading  from  Rackwick  lo 
I-intsNess,  is  the  burn  of  Berriednie.  This,  which,  to  the  native 
'J'cidian,  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  would  be 
"oihing  in  the  western  Highlands  or  W.tIcs,  but  in  Ihis  treeless 
country  a  very  little  foliage  goes  a  long  way.  The  valley  or 
"^^!|.'  is  formed  by  steep  cliffs  on  each  side,  under  which,  on  the 
'iwth-e.istern  side  of  the  burn,  are  dwarfed  birch-trees,  roimc! 
*liith  honeysuckle  twines  in  wild  luxuriance  during  the  summer 
"lomhs,  Down  the  centre  the  burn  falls  in  a  series  of  cascades 
'natBiih  a  spate  on  must  be  very  fine.  The  whirring  of  the 
t>''Msho|,jiors,  too,  reminds  one  of  the  south.       These  insects 
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arc  only  to  be  found  in  Hoy.     Apropos  of  the  birch-treci,  B 
Ben  was  evidently  very  sceptical  as  to  the  |X)ssibtlity  of  irc^ 
growing  in  the  Orkneys,  as  he  says :    '*  Si  credere   d:i:Ti-.:rr 
in   hac   insula,    l>etuhc   crescunt,   et  non    in  aliis ;   aim  ai^ 
insulre   ahscjue   arhorihus   sunt."      The   whole   dLstanoc   trijc 
IJnks  Ness  round  by  the  Meadow  of  the  Kaim,  BracU'>3C'i. 
Old  Man,  Rackwick,  and  Burn  of  lierriedale,  will  proljoltiy  be 
sixteen  or  seventeen  miles,  and,  to  do  it  in  comfort,  yoa  oj.*- 
to  allow  yourself  eight  to  nine  hours. 

Before  (juitting  this  jM)rtion  of  the  isbnd  we  may  x*  »«•■ 
jjuote  a  Hoy  yarn  narrated  by  "  Druid.**  *  A  Hoy -Hawk' 
went  to  his  minister  and  said,  **  Oh  I  sir,  l)Ut  the  wa*-*  ^ 
Providence  are  wonderful !  I  thocht  I  had  met  with  a  *»:? 
misfortune,  when  I  lost  baith  my  coo  and  my  wife  at  aince  o*ef 
the  clitT,  twa  months  sin  ;  but  I  gaed  over  to  Graim&ay,  and  I 
hae  gotten  a  far  belter  coo  and  a  fiir  bonnier  wife." 

During  the  summer  months  a  smack  brings  the  mails  thftf 
times  a  week  from  Ix)ng  Hof>e  to  Stromncss,  and,  a.s  soon  a* 
the  south  mail  reaches  Stromness.  starts  l>ack.  1  he  passajre^ 
perfectly  land-locked,  and  the  greatest  inconvenience  a  passes- 
L^er  is  likely  to  suffer  from  will  be  either  the  ahMrnce  of  wJ»d 
or  presence  of  fog.  It  is  a  very  pretty  sail  {last  the  difi  oi 
The  lirings  (219  feet)  and  of  White  Breast,  then  in  bctweff 
Cava  and  Kisa,  and  down  (>utter  Sound  tilU  pas&in^  tSe 
Martello  towers,  you  bring  up  just  outside  the  narrow  chaanc-. 
which  connects  the  outer  with  the  inner  Itasin. 

On  the  north  side  of  this  channel,  on  the  point  whidi  :* 
known  as  the  North  Ness,  is  the  little  inn  which  is  said  to  tv 
very  well  conducted  ;  on  the  South  Ness  is  the  port-oftrt* 
where  very  comfortable  lodgings  can  ht  goL  It  wff*^ 
jierhaps  l>e  as  well,  Inrfore  leaving  Stromness,  to  tdegraph  a? 
Walls  to  ascertain  whether  you  can  get  accommodaCioa  ** 
during  the  shooting  seasi>n,  the  inn  is  generally  ucnj|4cd  t» 
the  tenant  of  the  shootings  (»n  the  east  side  of  North  WlIK 
South  Walls,  the  I'ai^ttlanJ  of  the  Sajcas^  is  about  three  9i^ 

*  IMxon'ik  FitlJ  and  Ftrn^  p.  y^ 
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"^ni  east  to  west,  and  about  two  from  north  to  south.  It 
tODsists  of  comparatively  low  ground,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
south  side  by  a  stretch  of  clifTs  that,  though  not  of  any  great 
''eight,  afford  some  very  pretty  bits  of  rock  scenery.  Close  to 
Aith  Hope  is  Titley  Geo,  where  the  colouring  of  the  rocks 
W  irety  fine,  owing  in  a  measure  to  a  vtin  of  ironstone,  which 
*a»  once  worked  by  a  gallery  driven  along  the  face  of  the 
difi. 

After  leaving  Titley  Geo  you  pass  several  other  geos  before 
you  come  to  Garth  Head,  along  the  face  of  which  are  said 
<o  be  several  caves,  access  to  which  is  had  by  a  narrow  ledge 
running  along  the  face  of  the  cliff.  These  caves  were  used  as 
Iddu  for  the  smuggled  spirits  and  tobacco,  that,  in  former 
days,  were  so  constantly  being  run  on  the  coast,  and  may  have 
heen  utilised  quite  recently  for  this  purpose,  as  in  September 
1880  a  cargo  was  run  at  Aith  Hope,  which  however,  on 
warch  being  made,  could  not  be  discovered.  East  of  Garth 
Head,  and  about  south  of  Snelsetter,  is  a  small  arched  stack, 
which  has  at  one  time,  it  is  sup|>osed,  been  connected  with  the 
land  liy  a  natural  bridge  long  ago  destroyed.  On  the  stack 
«n  still  be  traced  the  remains  of  some  sort  of  building,  but 
whether  these  are  the  remains  of  a  broch,  or  of  some  rude  stone 
wrtalice  of  a  later  era,  is  doubtful.  Close  to  the  stack  are 
ilie  Gloups  of  Snelsetter.  The  western  one  is  about  forty  yards 
'ung,  fifteen  yards  broad  at  the  south  end,  nine  yards  at  the 
north,  forty  feet  deep,  and  connected  with  the  sea  by  an  arch 
alwut  eighteen  yards  long.  At  the  southern  end  of  the  gloup 
i^  a  cave.  The  eastern  gloup  is  a  very  gruesome-looking  hole 
connected  with  the  sua  by  a  tunnel  about  twenty-two  yards  in 
IcJi^'h.  Snelsetter,  the  old  mansion -house  of  the  Moodie  family, 
's  probably  "  the  place  of  strength  "  said  to  have  been  erected 
inWalls  by  Earl  Robert. 

About  a  mile  or  so  east  of  Snelsetter  is  the  Riy  of  Osmond- 
*3ll,  where  Olaf  Tryggvi's  son  converted  Sigurd  the  Stout  to 
Christianity,  much  in  the  same  way  that  the  Spaniards 
I'WSclytised    the    Mexicans  and    Peruvians— j>.  "Become  a 
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Christian  or  die  ! "  On  the  shores  of  this  twiy  is  the  m 
house  in  which,  till  the  end  of  last  century,  the  defunct  m 
of  the  Moodie  family  were  f)laced  on  shelves  at  the  sides,  i 
mummify  under  the  antiseptic  nature  of  the  sea-breeies. 
custom  is  said  to  have  been  discontinued  in  consequ< 
Miss  Moodie,  sister  of  the  then  I^ird,  having,  in  her  hi 
absence  from  home,  had  all  her  ancestors  decentlv  ir 
a  course  of  proceeding  that  greatly  angered  Mr.  Moodi 
he  came  to  know  of  it.  However,  the  spell  was  broke 
after  that  time,  the  Moodies  were  buried  like  other  Chr 
A  similar  custom  also  prevailed  for  a  long  time  in  the  ii 
Stroma,  which,  though  lying  in  the  full  swirl  of  the  P< 
Firth,  api>ertains  to  Caithness  and  not  to  the  Orkneys 

The  walk  of  the  Walls  district,  however,  is  past  Mi 
and  Tur  Ness,  up  the  Berry  Head,  and  home  by  HoglJ 
Helliel  Waters. 

Mclsetter,  which  lies  at  the  head  of  the  inner  basin, 
rounded  by  the  most  beautiful  gardens  in  the  Orkner 
one  exccj)tion,  those  of  Westness  in  Rousay«  and,  emh 
as  it  is  in  trees,  one  ran  hardly  realise  it  is  situated  i 
storm-swept  Orcades."  In  1746  the  house  appears  ti 
been  twice  sacked  by  jwrties  of  Jacobites*  from  Cai 
the  first  of  which,  under  the  command  of  Mackenzie  of  .\\ 
seems  to  have  gone  about  their  wx>rk  in  a  very  xh 
manner,  having  actually  carried  away  with  them  the  bed-t 

A  walk  of  about  a  mile  and  a*half,  from  Melsettei 
Tur  Ness  (Thor's  Ness),  brings  you  to  the  foot  of  Berry 
Standing  Inflow  the  head  is  a  magnificent  stack  known 
Needle,  but  which,  from  l>eing  overshadowed  by  the  dift  i 
which  it  rises,  does  not  imi)ress  you  with  the  same  foe 
grandeur  that  the  Old  Man  does.  The  cliffs  about  heren 
to  be  a  favourite  breeding  place  for  the  lyres  (Manx  SMmn 
which  gave  their  tee  name  to  the  i>eople  of  Walls.  Son 
years  back  Mr.  Heddle's  keeper  took  a  man  with  htm  ti 
the  young  birds  from  the  nests.     The  man  is  said  to  hr 

>  rrtrit  Faptn. 
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i"tot"or  so,  or  otherwise  would  probably  not  have  atlempied 
to  do  what  he  did,  which  was  10  climb  lo  the  summit  of  the 
Sttdic,  into  which  he  stuck  bis  knife,  which  implement,  if  not 
iwroded  away,  is  there  to  the  present  day.  The  birds  taken 
)re  Ihose  just  on  point  of  flying,  at  which  stage  they  are  I'ery 
fai.  They  were,  it  is  said,  formerly  collected  at  the  Calf  of 
Mm  for  the  Earls  of  Derby,  when  the  head  of  the  Stanleys 
ns  King  of  Man  ;  and  Mr.  Heddle  has  a  letter  written  by 
Hme  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  or  other  civic  dignitary,  thanking 
liim  for  some  Ijtcs  which  had  been  sent  up  from  the  Orkneys, 
wd  duly  discussed  at  some  Mansion  House  or  Guildhall 
tanquet 

Berry  Head  (595  feet)  is  probably  the  most  beautiful  cliff  in 
:iif  whole  island.  It  is  not  only  perfectly  sheer,  but  the  colouring 
-here  a  brilliant  red,  there  a  rich  yellow — is  very  fine.  The 
outhem  side  is  fissured  by  some  five  or  six  geos,  one  of  which 
'  called  the  Pedlar's  Geo,  from  a  tradition  that  a  packman,  on 
is  way  from  Rackwick  lo  Long  Hope,  being  pursued  by  rob- 
srs,  cleared  it  in  his  flight.  If  he  did,  it  was  one  of  the  tallest 
imps  on  record.  The  path  to  the  summit  winds  round  Pedlar's 
eo,  but  any  one,  who  is  not  perfectly  certain  of  his  head, 
id  better  climb  up  the  steeper  face  to  the  eastward,  where  at 
e  worst  he  can  only  roll  ignominiously  down  hill.  Close  to 
e  cairn  on  the  summit,  on  the  south  side  of  North  Watery 
eo,  is  a  curious  tesselated  sort  of  pavement  caused  by  the 
athering  of  the  rock.  It  looks  like  sheets  of  gingerbread 
loffee,  which  have  been  marked  off  into  squares  whilst  stili 
a  soft  state. 

The  \-iew  from  lierry  Head  looking  northwards,  is  the  con- 
;t3e  to  that  from  above  Rackwick,  and  is  a  very  exquisite  one. 
list  you  have  a  very  prominent  headland  with  a  nearly  jier- 
endicular  face ;  then  a  somewhat  lower  cliflf,  over  which  the 
'>um  of  Force  (the  Foss  of  the  Norwegians)  falls  headlong 
"0  the  sea  ;  then  the  very  fine,  though  sloping,  head  of  the 
™ug ;  and  in  the  far  distance  Koray  Head.  Altogether  such 
r^notama  that  it  is  hard  to  tear  yourself  away  from  it.     From 
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Berry  Head  you  descend  to  Hoglins  Water— said  to  i 
Ashless  loch — and  then  skirt  under  a  hill  over  some  mi 
ground,  tenanted  during  the  breeding  season  by  Scoat;e-ai 
{^Richardson  s  Skua\  which  have  an  objectionable  weakncv 
young  grouse,  till  you  reach  Helliel  Water,  a  long,  narrov. 
deep  loch,  tenanted  only  by  char  {Saimo  Alpinus). 

From  the  eastern  end  of  HcUicl  Water  you  had  better  o 
a  bee-line  for  the  road,  leading  'to  the  North  Ness,  wh<» 
staying  on  the  south  side,  you  can  get  ferried  acroi^^. 
whole  round  will  l>e  al>out  twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  and  »oi] 
it  heavy  walking,  but  on  a  fme  day  you  are  more  than  a: 
refxiid  by  the  lovely  scenery.  In  the  inner  iKisin  of  I 
Hofx:  were  formerly  oyster  scalps,  which,  according  to  1 
produced  bivalves  so  large  that  they  had  to  be  cut  into 
l)efore  being  eaten.  In  Earl  Patrick's  rental  of  1595,  K 
inter  alia^  |)aid ''  40  oistris  for  ilk  \d.  tenae  ; "  Manclett  So ; 
Brims  40.  There  is  a  considerable  Celtic  *  element  10 
fK)puLition  of  South  Walls  brought  by  some  seventr 
Highlanders,  who«  evicted  from  Strathnaver  to  make  rooo 
sheep,  settled  in  the  |)ansh  between  1788  and  1795,  and 
have  thrown  in  a  dash  of  good  looks  not  so  common  in  0 
jKirts  of  the  group. 

1  \jQvt\  Tour,  p.  II.  '  Pcterkin's  Rimtmii^  No.  IL.  p.  ta 

'  Ftrst  Statiitkal  Account ^  vol  ivti.  p>  jlj- 
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(fentinued). 


Flotta. 


Flotta,  the  Flatley  of  the  Norsemen,  is,  as  its  name  imports, 
mnewhat  of  the  level  order. 

There  is  nothing  much  to  see,  but  a  visitor  staying  at  Long 
Hope  might  sail  across  to  Kirkhopc  and  siicnd  a  few  hours  on 
m  island,  that  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  century  .seems  to  have 
Jeen  in  nearly  as  primitive  a  state  as  North  Ronaldsay,  Fair 
Isle,  or  Foula  then  were. 

.According  to  Jo  Ben,  the  clergy  of  the  islands  used  to  meet 
here  in  convocation  in  a  very  long  church  surrounded  by  three 
crosses,  of  which  only  the  foundations  remained  in  his  day. 

Barry  stated,  that  all  tr.ace  both  of  church  and  crosses  had 
vinibhed  when  he  wrote,  but  tlie  Rev.  James  Russell,  minister 
'-■f  Walls  and  Flotta,  states  that  one  of  the  crosses  is  still  in 

Jo  IScn  also  says,  that  these  crosses  were  thrown  down  by  a 
iiawn  in  a  fit  of  somnambulenue,  and  that,  after  being  troubled 
^"^  some  time  with  unpleasant  dream.s,  he  dug  down  and  found 
'"  a  mound,  a  hide,  candlesticks,  bracelets,  "  et  alia  mirabiha," 
*<^  Can  this  have  been  another  instance  like  those  of  Caldale 
^"d  Skail  of  Viking  hoards  ? 

Flotta  for  a  long  time  was  entirely  dependent  on  the  mother 
P^'sb,  Walls     for    spiritual    ministrations;   and   though    the 
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minister  was  supposed  to  hold  semce  there  e\'cry  third  Scr.i 
owin^  to  weather,  the  Flotteyans  were  often  for  weirk»  w.iN-c! 
fKistor.  Under  these  (irciimsiances,  if  a  couple  were  ::: 
hurry  to  be  married,  the  hridegroum,  accompanied  by  hai* 
man,  proceeded  to  the  session  clerk  on  the  Saturday  n:^^ 
the  day  when  the  enj^agements  were  generally  made,  to  p 
directions  for  the  prcHJamation  of  the  Kinns.  On  the  folkjwr 
day  (Sunday)  the  clerk,  sexton,  and  a  friend  prfKreedcd  to  :• 
kirk,  where  the  clerk  gave  out  the  lunns  a  ceremony  which  »J 
rei)eated,  as  elscwliere,  on  the  two  following  Sundays.  "P 
wedding  seems  generally  to  have  taken  place  on  a  Thurvii 
and  at  the  wedding-feast  a  sort  of  loving-cup  was  handed  rr-.-a 
called  "the  bride's  cog,"  or  **  leem." 

The  cog  was  a  sort  of  diminutive  washing-tub  with  tt 
handles,  and  held  about  four  English  (|uarts.  The  •'nurrji 
drink  "  consisted  of  ale  and  whiskv  mixed.  \^Tiat  heaJi  ** 
comjjany  must  have  had  next  day  if  the  cog  circulated  ^■' 
it  is  something  awful  to  contemj^late  !  The  followrr^  h 
(Friday)  known  as  ** ranting  day."  after  more  eatmi:  r^ 
drinking,  the  company  as>cmbled  at  the  kirk,  when  s^me  ^ 
having  l)een  elected  minister  for  the  nonce,  he  proceeded  ■ 
read  a  iK>rtinn  of  ScriiUure  and  »iing  a  verse  or  two  of  a  r»«'" 
This  ceremony  was  considered  to  have  a  retrospective  rfl<<i 
anil  witliout  it,  the  bride  was  Inoked  \\\^n  as  *' unclean.'  I- 
before  she  was  **kirkit,"  the  bride  ha<l  visited  the  h*-»u^  ■ 
any  of  her  neiglibours  she  was  considered  to  have  6d^^ 
them,  .ind  rendered  them  liable  to  l»e  ovcmm  with  mot** 
When  I  he  olive  branches  came,  the  mother  «in  re»«neTT.  h*i 
to  alten«l  with  her  (iwiiniers  and  the  "  wise- woman."  or  in»i 
wile,  :it  the  kirk,  where  the  **  skilly  wife "  read  a  verse  «^* 
jisalin.  an<l  pron«»un<'e«l  the  «iuon(lam  patient  "clean." 

There  is  no  ser\i<e  in  the  Scottish  Church  an.iliyo!i«  to  J^J- 
in  theCluirch  \A  I'n^'land  for  the  churching  of  women  a?^ 
»lMMI»irih,  and  as  I'.ir  as  the  writer  can  make  out.  ne»ff^-* 
I'eeii  since  the  Reformation.  This  last  custom,  thcnefoff.  »**^ 
li.ive  sur\ive«l  from  Roman  Catholic  times. 
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a,  for  a  long  time,  rejoiced  in  a  Noma  of  its  own, 
Tulloch    or  Mammie  Scott,  to  name  who,  on   Bessie 

decease,  seems  to  have  proceeded  to  Stromness  and 
A  the  goodwill  of  that  storm-ruler's  business.  One 
,  who  was  anxious  to  proceed  to  Leith,  and  had  long 
indbound  in  Long  Hope,  bought  a  fair  wind  at  the 
ibly  cheap  price  of  eighteenjience,  from  Mammie,  who, 
r.  stipulated  that  he  was  to  go  to  sea  with  two  reefs  in 
nsail,  and  only  shake  one  out  on  his  voyage.  All  went 
I  he  reached  Firth  of  Forth,  when  the  wind  being  still 

the  weather  fine,  he  thought  he  could  venture  to  shake 

remaining  reef  No  sooner  was  this  done,  than  a  con- 
lie  sprang  up,  by  which  he  was  blown  back  to  Long 

However,  for  a  "  consideration,"  Mammie  sold  him  a 
ail  breeze,  which  wafted  him  safely  home. 

South  Ronaldiay. 

i;ach  this,  the  most  fertile  of  all  the  Southern  isles,  the 
r  from  Kiiliwall  can  either  cross  the  ferry  at  Holm 
walk  across  Rurray,  and  get  ferried  across  Water  Sound  ; 
at  direct  from  Holm  to  St.  Margaret's  Hope  ;  or  take 
il  steamer  from  Scapa  and  disembark  at  The  Hope,  as 
garet's  Hope  is  always  called  by  its  inhabitants,  on  the 
.■oyage.  The  island  measures  some  seven  miles  from 
n  south,  and  about  five  and  a-half  from  cast  to  west 
lortli,  between  Grim  Ness  and  HoNa  Head,  and  about 
the  south.  The  Hope  is  a  land-locked  bay,  opening 
Iter  Sound,  nnd  having,  at  the  lower  end,  a  very  laru'c 
■IX  very  small  Knvn.  There  is  a  small  inn  in  the  place, 
ihably  lodgin.u-';  might  he  got. 

he  narriiiv  nci  k  of  land,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  from 
if;e,  which  connects  Ho\a  Head  with  the  island,  are  the 
^  of  a  hroch,  which  w.ts  opened  in  r.S48  by  the  late 
iriu-.  The  interior  di.imeler  is  ,-50  ft.,  and  the  thickness 
OQter  wall   13  ft.      For  about  half  the  circumference 
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internally,  on  the  western  side,  a  secondary  wall  lo  ft. ! 
I  ft  thick  had  been  erected.  No  less  than  fourtc 
varying  in  height  from  6  to  9  ft.,  and  in  breadth  from 
were  set  at  right  angles  to  the  wall  At  the  sides  c 
these  flags  were  stone  troughs,  and  by  six  of  the  olli 
stone  ((uems.  The  doon»'ay  is,  on  the  eastern  si 
broad  and  6  ft.  high.  Inside  the  bar -holes,  on  tl 
side,  is  a  passage,  2  ft.  high  and  \\  fL  broad,  k 
a  circular  l)eehive-roofed  chamber,  6  ft  in  diameter  ai 
high;  a  small  aperture,  6  in.  broad  and  i  ft  high, 
from  this  guard  cell  in  the  main  entrance  outside 
holes.  There  are  several  other  mounds  about  here 
which  probably  contains  the  remains  of  Thorfinn  Ha 
as  from  the  Sa^a  of  Olaf  Trygg\'i\s  son,  we  know  he  « 
laid  "  in  Hoxa  heath.  Some  sort  of  confused  traditif 
Thorfinn*s  interment  seems  to  have  sur\-ived  till  Vom 
end  of  the  last  centur}\  as  I^w  ^  states  that  the  tradi 
that  a  Danish  king*s  son,  who  had  t)een  slain  in  a  se: 
Scajja  liav,  had  l)een  interred  here.  The  .^/tf.* 
distinctly  states  that  Thorfinn  died  on  a  sick  bed,  a 
a  thing  was  rather  abnormal  in  that  age 

Close  to  the  manse  on  the  eastern  side  is  a  ' 
standing  stone  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  high ;  a» 
from  it  a  shaft,  which  is  said  at  the  present  day  to  h: 
sunk  for  silver,  but  according  to  I/3w'  in  search  of  Ic 

A  walk  of  alK>ut  six  miles  from  the  Hope  will  taki 
BunfV'ick,  and  the  latter  |)ortion  of  it  gives  you  sc 
pretty  views  of  the  Pentland  Firth.  On  your  road 
Tomison's  Academy,  a  s<'h<)ol  founded  at  the  end  d 
century  by  a  native  of  the  island,  who  had  made  a  fc 
the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Riy  Company,  and 
himself  felt  the  want  of  education,  resolved  to  do  hia 
the  inhabitants  of  his  native  island.  The  funded  < 
about  /i^8,ooo,  which  is  managed  liy  four  trustees.  In  \ 

>  Low's  Tour,  p.  23.  '  Ork.  Sag,  p 

•  Low's  TWrr,  p.  II, 
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Jiarish  church  at  Burwick  is  to  be  seen  a  curious  boat-shaped 
sione,  some  four  feet  long,  two  broad  in  the  centre,  and  eight 
indies  thick,  on  which  are  clearly  impressed  the  marks  of  two 
uked  feet  Low'  suggests,  that  it  was  used  as  a  stone,  upon 
whidi  delinquents  were  made  to  stand  in  Roman  Catliolic 
days;  but  Jo  Ben  has  a  legend  about  it,  that  a  certain  Gallus, 
being  banished  from  his  own  country,  took  refuge  on  board 
ship,  and  being  in  danger  of  shipwreck,  did  vow  to  build 
»  diurch  and  dedicate  it  to  the  Virgin,  if  he  reached  the 
shore  in  safety,  and  that  she  thereupon  sent  a  bellua  to  his 
aid,  on  whose  back  he  was  borne  safely  lo  land.  Being  a  man 
of  his  word,  he  proceeded  to  erect  the  church  as  promised, 
aiKi"BeUua  tandem  mutata  in  lapidem  ejusdem  colons  ipse 
inecclesiam  illam  collocavit,  ubi  adhuc  manet,  ut  supra  dL\i." 
The  foundations  of  the  original  Lady-kitk  are  still  to  be  seen  on 
ihe  banks  of  the  little  loch  close  by.  This  church  at  Burwick  has 
generally  been  supposed  to  have  been  dedicated  to  the  Virgin, 
out, in  the  report^  made  to  Bishop  Graham  for  ihe  purpose  of 
rating  the  teinds  in  1627,  it  is  called  "  Saint  Colmis  chappell  at 
'he  loch  of  Bunvick  "  ;  whilst  the  chape!  at  Halcro,  about  a 
oile  off,  is  called  "Our  Ladie  chappell  at  Halcro."  This 
chapel,  of  which  even  the  foundations  have  now  gone, 
Keasured'  inside  at  ft.  by  14  ft.  The  two  chapels  had 
svidemly  got  jumbled  together  in  the  report.  In  addition  to 
'he  two  mentioned  and  the  parish  church  at  the  north  end  of 
the  island  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  were  St.  Andrew's  at 
^Vindwick ;  the  Rood  chapel  in  Sandwick ;  St.  'lola  (Qy. 
Ola's)  in  Widewall ;  St.  Colme's  in  Hopay;  St.  Margaret's  in 
^^■P;  St.  Colme's  at  Gry""iess ;  and  St.  Ninian's  in  Stow.  It 
IS  worthy  of  remark  that,  in  this  island  alone,  were  no  less  tlian 
three  chapels  dedicated  to  St.  Colm,  or  St.  Coluniba,  and  one  lo 
St-  Ninian.  This  makes  the  writer  believe,  that  some  of  the 
original  I'ictiih  inhabitants  must  have  survived  through  the 
heathen  period  which  elapsed  between  the  complete  setlk'nienl 

'  lull's  Tour,  II.  27.  -  Pclerkin's  KcfUals,  No.  III.  p.  86. 

'  Dtydcii's  Ruintd  Churches. 
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of  the  Norsemen  alx>ut  872,  and  their  nominal  cohtc 
years  afterwards  ;  and  that  if  Pictish  inhabitants  sunrii 
of  the  ecclesiastical  establishments  may  have  done  s< 
as  otherwise,  there  could  have^  l)een  preser\'ed  no  re 
of  dedications  to  St.  Columl)a  and  Sl  Ninian — pun 
saints.  \eale*  says  that,  in  1700,  there  were  ' 
churclies  and  one  hundred  chapels  in  Pomona,  or  I 
land,  alone ;  he  does  not,  however,  say  whether  cntii 
though  it  would  seem  as  if  he  meant  entire. 

The  rectorial  tithes  of  South  Ronaldsay  and  Burray 
the  endo^-ment  for  the  Prel)end  of  Holy  Trinity,  hd 
Dean  or  I*rovost ;  and  in  the  rental  for  Xhe^fvrtstrie 
we  are  told  how  the  tithes  were  collected  The  cdk 
to  collect  the  egg-teinds  in  Passion  Week,  and  had  ** 
the  gryssis"  (pigs),  "and  calwis**  at  the  sane  tiir 
were  to  be  handed  over  after  **  i>asche.**  On  St  Co 
June  9th,  he  had  '*to  r)'de  and  stent  the  lambcs, 
the  woUteynd  according  to  their  a)'th  at  the  first  syc 
the  lambis." 

'*  To  slentt  the  butting  al>out  the  first  I^dy  day, 
XV.  dayis  cficr  Limbes,**  which  had  to  be  delivered 
and  arlhallowday."  "To  r)'de  &  estimic  the  outbrek 
quhen  thai  putt  first  huik  in  the  comes,  or  l)etuix  1 
dayis,  (|uhilk  outbrek  teyndis  suld  be  led  to  my 
Thurrcgar." 

To  leave  matters  ecclesiastical  and  antiquarian,  abc 
and  a  half  or  more  from  Burwick,  on  the  cast  *. 
Halcro  Head,  is  the  (iloup  of  Halcro,  by  far  the  wci 
most  gruesome-looking  hole  of  the  kind  in  the  fp 
looks  like  an  old  disused  mine  shaft  grass-grown  at  ' 
and  judging  from  the  cliffs  close  to,  mtist  be  al 
feet  deep.  The  tunnel  connecting  it  with  the  s^ 
one  hundred  yards  long,  and  it  is  said,  a  boat  once  p 
through  it  to  the  Gloup,  but  that  the  roof 

*  Ncalc's  EccUsuu.\^caI  Xotti^  p.  117, 
3  Rentale  of  the  Pr^ftmtrii  •f  oUnkmof. 
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in  ]ilaces,  tlie  lioatman  liad  to  lie  down  to  enable  him  to  shove 
Ibe  boat  along.  Even  in  the  cilmest  weather  "the  much 
iKOiinding  sea"  sends  a  deep  boom  through  the  tunnel;  and 
»ilh  an  easterly  gale,  the  roar  of  "Polly's  the  boy  for  the 
lasses,"  as  the  Irish  student  translated  the  well  known  words, 
mast  be  a  thing  to  recollect.  There  is  some  very  fair  cliff 
scenery  between  here  and  Slew's  Head,  and  according  to  Low  • 
■here  ate  several  ca\'es  in  Stow's  Head  abounding  in  stalactites. 
Bumrick  was  the  place  from  which  the  mails  were  transported 
lo  Caithness.  The  Burwick  boat  met  the  Huna  boat  with  the 
nails  and  passengers  from  the  south  in  mid  firth,  where  bags 
ind  passengers  were  exchanged.  Fancy  shifting  from  one 
snail  craft  to  another  in  the  midsti  of  the  hurlyburly  of  the 
»orsE  firlh  or  sound  in  Britain  !  Yet  it  is  said  accidents  were 
'■ny  rare. 


This,  (he  Boigari-y  of  the  Norsemen,  owes  its  name  no  doubt 
'oihe  two  brochs,  the  remains  of  which  arc  still  to  be  seen  on 
Iheivcstcrn  and  eastern  shores  of  the  northern  portion  of  the 
island.  The  eastern  broch  °  has  two  guard-chambers,  (he 
tuttanees  to  which  arc  outside  the  bar-holes  in  the  entrance, 
^  special  feature,  which  as  far  as  the  writer  can  gather,  does 
Wl  exist  in  any  other  brocK  Burray  is  totally  devoid  of 
•ctnic  interest,  being,  with  the  cxceiitlun  of  two  sm.ill  hills 
W  the  southern  side  of  the  island,  Hat,  and  having  a  sandy 
5oil  alternating  with  peat. 

The  last  owner  of  Burray,  of  the  name  of  Stewart,  was  that 
'it  James  who  died  in  [irison  whilst  awaiting  his  trial  for 
'rsason.  The  family  seem  to  have  exacted  from  their  tenants 
"erything  that  Scottish  feudal  tenure  (and  it  was  tolerably 
comprehensive),  permitted  ;  and  even  after  the  island  became 
"ii:  Iiroperly  of  the  Dundas  family,  some  of  the  tacksmen 
='c  said   to   have    taken  a  loaf  or  two  out  of  the  Stewarts' 
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book.  The  droit  dc  sei^neur^  which  gave  rise  to  Um 
of  Borough  English,  is  said  to  have  sumved  bene  til 
late  date. 

The  tenants  were  thirUd  ^  to  the  island-mill ;  and 
was  very  rarely  water  enough,  they  had   the   satisb 
carrying  their  grain  elsewhere  to  be  ground  and  |jayin; 
multure,  one  where  the  grain  was  ground,  and  another 
could  not  l)e  ground. 

Apropos  of  mills  and  thirling',  Mr.  Petrie  -  found, 
a  decree  made  by  David  Traill  of  Sabay,  as  ^  Stcwa; 
and  Justiciar,"  on  the  nth  of  January  1699,  which, 
blushing  grip,  grip,  gripping,  and  impudence  Ixinged  1 
all  to  nothing.  It  is  so  deliciously  absurd  in  its  coolc 
it  may  as  well  be  quoted  nearly  in  full  It  comm< 
saying  that  the  Stewart  **  Taking  to  his  serious  consk 
The  hight  of  sin  and  iniijuitie  abounding  in  this  C 
which  hath  provoked  Almightie  God  to  Deny  us  th< 
mercies  of  the  earth  These  four  last  calamitous  and  t 
har\-ests,  Notwithstanding  of  which  extream  ix)vertie  T 
nionaltie  have  ane  bad  custome  of  grinding  their  con 
cjuemcs,^  *irl)y,  (whereby)  mutch  victuall  |)erish  and  is 
making  burstint  ^  sua  tliat  the  vassalls  and  Tenants  co 
much  short  off  that  dewtie  {xiyable  both  to  King  and 
And  also  considering  ther  ho.  seall,  (several)  niylne 
countrey  sufficient  to  serve  the  haill  Inhabitants,  Thair 
for  remending  such  abuises  for  the  futiire.  The  said 
and  Justitiar,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  gcnti 
the  countrey  conveind  for  the  tyme  in  the  forsaid  hes 
hcs  statute  and  ordained,  and  heirby  statuts  enacts  and  • 
That  the  Baillies  within  the  severall  Illes  and  Parocft 
call  in  and  make  search  for  the  haill  quemes  with 
rexive  (resi)eclive)  buund^i,  and  the  same  to  break,  :i 
betwixt  and  the  Twentie  fyfth  day  of  March  next. 
rei>ort  against  the  nixt  head  court.  Hereby  Dischargeii^ 

'  hint  StdtUtUal  Anvttnf,  toL  xir.  p.  302.  *  Airii « 
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e^rieane  to  make  use  of  the  saids  quemes  afler  the  said  day 
under  Ihe  pain  of  fourtie  pounds  Scots,  &c." 

Wallace  •  has  a  curious  statement  about  what  he  calls  Finn 
Utn.  "  Sometimes  about  this  Country  are  to  be  seen  these 
msnthey  call  Finn-men.  In  the  year  1682,  one  was  seen  in 
hii  little  Boat,  at  the  South  end  of  the  Isle  of  Eda,  most  of 
ite  people  of  the  Isle  flock'd  to  see  him,  and  when  they 
adventar'd  to  put  out  a  Boat  with  Men  to  see  if  they  could 
ipprchend  him,  he  presently  fled  away  most  swiftly.  And  in 
iheyear  1684,  another  was  seen  from  Westra  ;  I  must  acknow- 
Ih^  it  seems  a  little  unaccountable,  how  these  Finn-Men 
should  come  on  this  coasj,  but  they  must  probably  be  driven 
by  Storms  from  home,  and  cannot  tell  when  they  are  any  way 
It  Sea,  how  to  make  their  way  home  again  ;  they  have  this 
advantage,  that  be  the  Seas  never  so  boisterous  their  Boat  being 
made  of  Fish  Skins,  are  so  contrived  that  he  can  never  sink, 
bul  is  like  a  Sea-gull  swimming  on  the  top  of  the  Water.  His 
shirt  he  has  is  so  fastened  to  the  Boat,  that  no  Water  can  come 
into  his  Boat  to  do  him  damage,  except  when  he  pleases  to 
imly  it,  which  he  never  does  but  to  case  nalure,  or  when  he 
tomes  ashore.  A  full  account  of  these  Finn-Men  may  be  had 
&  L'hisioire  natunlle  et  moralk  des  AnliUcs,  Chap.  18.  One 
of  their  Boats  which  was  catched  in  Orkney  was  sent  from 
thence  to  Edinburgh,  and  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Physicians  Hall, 
wih  the  Oar  and  Dart  he  makes  use  of  for  killing  Fish.  There 
is  another  of  their  Boats  in  the  Church  of  Biirra  in  Orkney." 

Brand,"  who  was  in  the  Islands  in  the  year  1700,  mentions 
ta  one  of  these  Finn  Men  had  been  seen  within  a  year  of 
his  visit  at  Stronsay,  and  anotlier  at  Westray  witliin  a  few 
months. 

Xo  tradition  even  siin-Ives  in  Eurray  about  the  Finn  Man's 
Iwat,  said  by  Wallace  to  ha\'c  been  preserved  in  the  church 
theie.  Dr.  Anderson,  the  Curator  of  the  National  Museum, 
'tils  the  writer,  tJiat  tlic  lioat,  &&,  stated  to  have  been  presented 
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to  tile  Physicians'  Hall,  were  aften»'ards  prescntcti  u<  :' 
University  Museum,  since  incor]>orated  in  the  MusiCJin  ' 
Science  and  Art,  of  which  Professor  Archer  is  Cun: 
What  can  these  Finn  Men  have  been  ?  Is  it  posMble  Yjs'iS 
can  have  been  driven  over  from  (ireenland  ?  Or  can  lit* 
have  been  a  substantial  basis  of  actual  fact  for  the  tradition 
Shetland  Finns  that  **  came  ow'r  fra  Norraway  "  ?  The  Bcr* 
and  Stronsay  instances  all  point  to .  the  kayaks^  or  whaterc 
they  were,  being  driven  from  the  east,  and  the  ones  seen  ^i 
l*kiay  and  Westray  may,  with  ef^ual  probability,  have  come  :r:i 
that  c]uartcr.  Besides,  Cape  Farewell,  the  ncaa*st  {io.m  <. 
Greenland  to  the  Orkne)'S,  is  i,i8o  nautical  miles  from  t:^ 
Noup  Head  of  Westray,  whilst  the  Norwegian  coast,  at  tS 
southern  end  of  Finmarkcn,  is  750,  and  at  the  nearesrC  po^ 
only  240  miles. 


CHAPTER  XXVIl. 

THE  ORKNEYS. — THE   WESTERN    ISLES. 

SMAU,  Steamer,  the  Liszie  Burroughs,  plies  regularly  between 
■isay  and  Kirkwall,  calling  at  Egilsay,  Veira,  Gairsay,  and 
;ral  places  on  the  east  side  of  the  West  Mainland.  As, 
'ever,  her  head-tiuartcrs  are  in  Rousay,  she  is,  on  her 
liar  trips,  of  no  service  to  the  tourist  who  wishes  to  return 
■iirkwall  the  same  evening  after  visiting  the  three  smaller 
ids.  One  day  in  every  week  she  is  generally  off  t!ie 
age  and  remains  at  either  Sourin  or  Trumland,  and  persons 
oas  to  visit  Egilsay  and  the  other  two  small  islands,  might 
nge  to  hire  her  for  the  day.  The  only  place,  at  present, 
lousay  where  lodgings  can  be  obtained,  is  at  Mr.  Reid's, 
ourin,  A  sailing-boat  however  can  always  be  got  in  Kirk- 
,  and  if  tides  suit  Egilsay,  Veira,  and  Gairsay  might  all  be 
ed  in  the  course  of  a  long  summer  day. 


Gainsay. 

Tie  chief  object  of  interest  in  this  island  is  the  old  mansion 
se  of  the  Craigies,  now  turned  into  a  farmhouse,  situated 
-he  western  side  of  tlie  island. 

I  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  that  AVilliam  Craigie 
'se  marriage  to  Mrs.  Buchanan  of  Sandsidc  in  1690  has 
idy  been  referred  to. 
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The  house  consists  of  buildings  on  the  north,  « 
south  sides  of  a  court  with  a  rather  ornate  airtain  « 
holed  for  musketry,  containing  the  entrance.  Outside 
ruins  of  the  chajx;!. 

No  traces  have  as  yet  l)ecn  found  of  the  big  drii 
said  to  have  been  erected  by  Swein.  It  was  pruliabl} 
Icelandic  skdlas^  composed  chiefly  of  wood.  On  th 
isthmus  which  connects  the  promontory  known  as 
with  the  island,  is  a  grass-grown  tumulus,  which  ma 
not  cover  the  remains  of  a  broch  or  later  building.  1 
tion  is  an  admirable  one  for  a  Viking  station,  as  in  ca 
weather  coming  on,  the  boats  had  only  to  be  taken 
side  to  the  other  round  the  Hen  to  ensure  smooth  « 
might  even,  if  necessity  compelled,  be  dragged  ai 
isthmus.  The  name  of  Swine,  applied  to  the  holm  01 
side  of  the  i&land,  is  clearly  a  misnomer,  and  si 
Swein.  A  very  pretty  view  of  the  Northern  Orcadi 
pclago  is  to  be  got  from  the  top  of  the  little  conical  1 
constitutes  the  greater  |>art  of  the  island. 

Veira, 

Veira,  Weir,  or  Wyre,  the  Vigr  of  Norse  days,  is  a 
shajKd  isUind,  that  from  Rousay  ap|)ears  not  unlike  s 
cetacean  lying  on  the  water. 

The  grass-grown  mound,  which  is  now  all  that  i 
Kolbein  H ruga's  fortalice,  locally  called  Cobbe  Row's 
atK>ut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore  on  the  west  s 
island,  where  the  ferry  cros>»es  from  close  to  the  E 
Church  in  Rousay.  According  to  Wallace's  descriptic 
have  been  of  no  great  size,  as  he  sa)'s  "  It  is  Trench 
of  it  nothing  now  remains,  but  the  first  Floor,  It  is 
Square  the  walls  eight  feet  thick,  strongly  built,  and 
with  Lime,  the  breadth  or  length  within  Walls  i 
al)ove  ten/w/,  having  a  large  Door  or  Slit  ft>r  the  ^ 
The  fosse  or  ditch  is  still  to  be  traced      About  thi 
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or  50  from  the  mound  is  the  old  church,  now  roofless,  which, 
as  Dryden '  is  of  opinion  that  it  was  erected  in  the  twelfth  or 
thirteenth  century,  may  have  been  built  by  Kolbein  Hniga, 
whis  son.   Mshop  Bjami. 

It  consists  of  nave  and  chancel,  of  which  the  nave  measures 
19ft.  I  in.  by  la  ft.  10  in.  The  door  is  at  the  west,  and  "is 
a  ft.  6  in.  wide  at  the  bottom,  with  a  semicircular  head,  the 
fetof  which  are  set  back  at  the  impost  2  J  in,  at  each  side. 
This  mode  of  fastening  the  arch  on  was  probably  done  to 
give  a  support  lo  the  centre  on  which  the  arch  was  built.  The 
jambs  are  parallel,  3  ft.  a  in.  thick,  and  having  no  rebate 
for  doors,  nor  any  traces  of  there  having  been  one.  There 
is  BO  cap.  The  impost  is  4  ft.  11  in.  above  original  stone 
iit!."  Such  is  the  technical  description.  The  semicircular 
head  may  be  described,  for  the  non-technicai  visitor,  as 
being  composed  of  a  number  of  thin  slaty  stones  set  on  edge, 
and  radiating  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel.  An  arch,  with  a 
lite  semicircular  head,  leads  into  the  chancel,  7  ft.  ro  in. 
by  J  ft  2  in.  All  the  windows  are  on  the  south  side,  two  in 
ilie  nave  and  one  in  the  chancel.  Only  one  of  those  in  the 
luie  is  supposed  to  be  original,  and  it  is  flat-headed,  i  ft. 
10  ia  by  8  in.,  and  splays  inwards  to  a  width  of  2  ft.  3  in. 
The  one  in  the  chancel,  supposed  to  have  been  round- 
li«a<led,  is  a  fi.  7  in.  by  11  in.,  and  splays  inwards  to  a 
"idlh  of  z  ft.  There  is  no  trace  of  ambry,  altar,  or  allar 
fiice.  In  the  chartulary  -  of  the  Monastery  of  Munkalif,  near 
liergcn,  is  preserved  a  deed,  by  which  Hishop  Bjarni  gave  to 
iHe  monastery  certain  property  known  as  Holand,  near  Dals- 
liord,  north  of  Bergen,  in  order  lo  provide  masses  "  for  the 
souh  of  his  father,  his  mother,  his  brother,  his  relations,  and 
iriends,"  a  tolerably  comprehensive  list.  According  to  Barry,  the 
cliurchyard  of  Veira  contains  graves  of  an  extraordinary  length, 
I'M,  when  the  writer  was  there,  it  was  in  the  usu.il  disgraceful 
^'ile  common  lo  Orcadian  "  bone-yards,"  so  much  so,  that  even 
•nc  boatman  who  had  ferried  him  across  commented  on  it. 

'  Oijdcn's  Kuintd  Churches.  -  Or/:.  Stv-.  IiHro.  )>,  ]xxv. 
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Crossing  over  from  Sourin,  on  the  eastern  side 
you  land  at  Shelling,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a 
the  church.  On  your  road  to  the  church  you  pt 
knoll  on  which  local  tradition  says  Jarl  Magnus  was 
The  church^  consists  of  chancel,  nave  and  drci 
access  to  which  is  from  the  nave.  Internally 
measures  29  ft  9  in.  by  15  ft  6  in.,  entrance  to  n 
two  doorways  facing  each  other  on  the  north  and  » 
each  having  a  round  arched  head,  and  being  2  : 
width.  On  the  north  and  south  sides  are  windows 
3  in.  high,  and  8^  in.  wide,  splaying  inwards  to 
2  ft.  9  in.  On  the  south  side  are  also  two  dbe 
not  original 

The  chancel  is  14  ft.  11  in.  by  9  fi  5}  in.,  am 
with  a  plain  barrel  vault,  of  which  the  semidicnl 
arch  forms  part  There  was  no  window  at  the  ca 
one  on  the  north,  and  another  on  the  south  tides, 
circular  headed,  i  ft  7^  in.  by  11  in.,  and  sflUyi 
to  2  ft.  I  in. 

Over  the  vault  of  the  chancel  is  a  chamber  en 
doorway  semicircular  headed,  6  ft  4  in.  by  2  ft.  a  in 
chancel  arch.  This  chamber  is  lighted  by  a  flat*heM 
in  the  east  end,  i  ft.  6  in.  in  height,  and  is  called  by 
the  "grief-house,"  from  some  idea  that  it  was  used  1 

Each  gable  was  corbie  stepped,  and  from  the 
Hibbert,  the  roofs  seem  to  have  been  formed  cidM 
slabs,  or  of  very  coarse  slates.  I^  feature  of  |tl 
is,  however,  the  round  tower,  14  ft.  io|  in.  ■ 
external  measurement,  at  the  ground,  and  7  ft.  8  in. 
The  entrance  is  by  a  semicircular  headed  doorwi 
nave  2  ft.  5  in.  wide.  At  present  the  tower  is  48  ft. 
and  15  ft  is  said  to  have  been  removed  many  ymn 

>  Dryden*!  Rmimed  Ckmrdku  * 
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rt's  sketch  it  is  surmounted  by  a  conical  cap.  In  its 
1  condition  the  tower  is  supposed  to  have  had  four 
;rs,  the  fourth  of  which  was  lighted  by  four  windows 
the  cardinal  points  ;  below  these,  on  the  cast  side,  is  a 
ded  opeiiing,  and  below  this  again  a  semicircular  headed 
J  4  ft.  I  in.  high  by  i  ft  9  in.  wide.  There  are  also 
vindows  on  the  second  and  fourth  stories  looking  north, 
modern  one  near  the  ground  on  the  south  side:  In 
a,  above  the  door  leading  from  the  nave  16  f L  3  in. 
le  floor,  is  an  arched  opening  5  ft.  4  in.  high  by  a  fl. 
de.  All  the  windows  and  the  north  doorway  hnvc  now, 
servation,  been  built  up,  and  an  iron  gate  has  been 
in  the  south  door,  the  key  of  which  is  kept  at  Norili 
■mhouse. 

churchyard  is  surrounded  by  a  good  modern  wall,  and 
irvel  of  neatness  for  the  Orkneys.  The  church  itself 
n  used  for  service  witjiiii  the  present  century.  What  is 
e,  at  which  this  almost  unique  church  was  built,  will 
y  be  never  satisfactorily  settled.  Munch  is  of  opinion 
e  Norsemen  found  a  church  here,  and  joining  the 
ir  Gaelic  word  for  a  church,  eaglais  (derived  from  ecck- 
the  Norse  cy,  an  island,  made  Egilsey.  Others,  again, 
rl  Blind  amongst  them,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Egils  is 
rom  the  genitive  of  the  Teutonic  and  Scandinavian 
igil.  There  is,  by  the  way,  an  Egilsay  in  Shetland,  in 
;o  far  as  the  writer  is  aware,  no  trace  of  a  church  has 
;n  found.  Assuming  Munch  to  be  correct,  and  that 
he  original  church,  and  not  a  second  building  erected 
;ite  of  the  first,  we  should  have  to  go  back  to  the  ninth 
at  least,  if  not  earlier.  Tfie  round  tower  has  made  many 
assign  it  a  Celtic  origin,  but,  after  weighing  the  pros 
I  both  for  Celtic  and  Norse  buildings,  Dryden  is  of 
that  it  was  built  after  the  Irish  model  shortly  after  the 
irsion  of  the  islands  to  Christianity  in  998.  Ik;  the 
its  erection  what  it  may,  when  standing  by  the  old 
vercd  with  the  marks  of  a  huar  antiquity  in  tlie  grey  and 
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yellow  lichens  which  give  such  a  variegated  appearance  lo  uSf 
whole  building,  and  csi)ecially  to  the  tower,  you  cannot  help 
letting  your  thoughts  go  back  lo  that  i6th  of  ApnU  iiij- 
when  the  bloody  tragedy  was  being  enacted  on  the  pwr. 
mound  iK'tween  hero  and  the  beach.  You  sec  Magn*js  «r- 
rounded  by  his  followers,  watching  lldkon's  vessels  ciw^t; 
from  W>Te  Sound  into  I  Iowa  Sound ;  then,  the  mass  to: 
celebrated  in  fear  and  trembling  by  the  priests  of  the  chorch : 
the  execution  itself;  and,  finally,  when  the  drink  had  bcrr 
to  tell  on  Hdkon,  Thora,  mother  of  the  murdered  f«- 
imploring  his  murderer  to  allow  her  to  give  his  nets 
Christian  sepulture. 

Ron  saw 

This,  the  Hn^Ifsi-y  of  the  Sa\^a,  may  l>e  roughly  deffrW 
as  a  circular  island,  from  five  to  six  miles  in  diameter,  fh  ::* 
eastern,  southern,  and  south-we'^tt-rn  shores  it  sloi^-s  per.!*?  •-' 
the  sea,  whilst  from  Stabra  Head  round  to  Parade: :,  f^r ''^ 
Knee  of  Rou<ay,  as  it  is  called  on  the  chart,  with  the  cxcfr-:^^ 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  bay  of  S,iviskail,  the  coast  is  more  cf 
less  pre<  ijutou'^.  On  the  south-east  side  a  range  ofhillN^^ 
which  IJlotchinfield  (Sii  feet)  and  Knitrhentield  (732  feet) « 
the  highe«it  jioints  runs  from  a  little  to  the  west  of  Sount* 
nearly  above  \Ve>tness ;  north  of  this  ajjain  a  valley,  of  *^*^ 
Muckle  Water  (:22  feel)  is  nearlv  the  summit,  runs  acn*' 
tlie  inland  ;  n<irih  of  whirh  is  another  hill  range,  of  which  t** 
pointed  |K.'ak  of  Kierfea  (762  feel)  is  the  highest  jioinL  0« 
special  peculiaritv  about  the  Rou-^av  Hills  is  the  leftirt^ 
outline  of  their  slf)pcs  Tliis  is  very  marked  above  Wciw* 
anil  airain  on  Kiertea.  Follnwini;  up  the  ^-allev  down  wfc^i 
the  Sourin  Hum  tlnws  from  Mu«kle  Water,  you  come  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  burn  ti>  the  (lOukheads,  a  \-eryn»ffc^ 
of  broke n-up  bog  gruunil  tivergrown  with  heather,  and  fiw***** 
will)  nuiueMus  holes,  which,  to  save  a  sprained  ankle  orwcf^- 
necessitate  very  careful  walking.     This  is  the  habitat  rf  ^^ 
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P^Toln  RoiundifoUa,  and  is  said  to  be  the  only  spot  in  the 
Orkneys  where  this  flower,  known  in  the  island  as  the  "  Round- 
lesved  Winter  Green,"  is  to  be  found.  On  a  line  between  the 
etsiem  end  of  Muckle  Water  and  the  top  of  Blotchintield 
is  a  curious  ridge  called  the  Camp  of  Jupiter  Fring,  some 
few  yards  long  by  40  or  50  broad,  and  having  very  steep 
scafped  sides  on  its  northern  and  southern  sides.  How  it 
cime  by  this  name  no  one  knows ;  Walbce  referred  to  it  two 
htmdred  years  ago,  and  seemed  to  think  the  name  had  been 
given  by  some  dominie  from  Jupiter  Feriens  on  account  of 
ils  being  frequented  by  Jove's  bird.  From  the  camp  to  the 
snmmit  of  Blatchinfield  is  a  very  short  distance,  and  the  view 
from  the  top,  in  dear  weather,  must  be  very  tine.  It  is  said 
that,  not  only  Fair  Isle,  but  even  Foula  has  been  seen  at  times 
from  either  Blotchinfield  or  Kierfea.  From  the  top  of 
Elotchinfield  a  course,  a  little  to  the  south  of  west,  will  bring 
you  to  Westness,  the  gardens  of  which,  planted  almost  eniirel) 
by  ihe  late  Dr.  Tralil  of  Woodwick,  a  former  proprietor  of 
ihc  island,  are  the  most  beautiful  thing  of  their  kind  in  the 
poup.  Standing  in  them,  on  a  warm  summer's  day,  when  a 
shovier  has  brought  out  the  full  fragrance  from  tree  and  plant, 
vhen  the  wild  bees  are  flitting  from  flower  to  flower,  and  the 
whole  atmosphere  full  of  the  sounds  of  insect  and  bird  life,  and 
looking  out  on  the  rapid-flowing  sound  below  you,  it  is  hard 

10  realise  that  you  are  not  in  the  land  of  clotted  cream  and 
cider,  and  that  you  are  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pentland  Firth  of 
evil  repute.  About  a  mile  further  west  you  come  to  the  church 
til  bwendro,  tiU  quite  recent  days  the  [larish  church  of  the  island. 

11  is  a  paraUelogram,^  52  ft.  11  in.  by  14  ft.  5  in.  inside. 
The  doonvay  is  on  the  south  side,  near  the  west  end,  and  on 
the  same  side  are  three  flat -headed  windows  splaying  inwards 
and  outwards.  Thurc  are  also  windows  at  the  west  end,  north 
side,  and  east  end.  Close  lo  the  door  is  a  recess,  probably  for 
lioly  water. 

Norih-west  of  ihe  church,  and  just  outside  the  churchyard 
'  Drydeii's  Ruined  Chiircha. 
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are  llie  remains  of  mason-work,  which  local  tradition  say*  fi.*r 
part  of  Sigiird  of  Westness'  dwclling-lioiisc.     West  again  d 
are  the  grass-grown  remains  of  one  if  not  more  brochs. 
the  east  of  the  chiirrhyard  are  some  curious  impireuKXi^ 
the  rocks,  as  if  made  with  naked  feet. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  little  islet  of  E>'nhallow  (the  i 
Hel^a^  Holy  Isle  of  the  Sa^^a)  were  discovered  some  ; 
hack  the  remains  of  an  old  chapel,  which,  a  pentk 
informed  the  writer,  have  since  l)een  wantonly  thrown  i 
by  a  yacht  full  of  gorillas.  It  is  somewhat  rough  on 
gorilla,  and,  one  rould  hardly  realise  such  a  piece  of  gntu: 
vandalism,  had  there  not  been  the  case  of  the  Logan  Roe 
Cornwall.  The  chapel,^  so  far  as  could  Ix?  made  out,  cons 
of  a  nave  20  ft.  7  in.  by  12  ft.  inside,  at  the  aw/ end  of  whici 
a  round  arch,  4  ft.  3  in.  wide,  leading  to  a  building  7  ft. ' 
*T  7  ^^*  5  ^"-j  ^lii^h  Pr}'den  is  of  opinion  might  hare  1 
a  sacristy  added  at  a  later  date,  the  doorway  leading  1 
being  the  original  entrance  to  the  rhun;h,  and  the  * 
doorway  being  opened  when  the  chancel  was  added. 

There  was  a  regular  chancel  at  the  east  end,  1 2  ft.  by  J 
0  in.  Outside  the  south  door  of  the  nave  was  a  <i4{uaTe2 
tion,  8  ft.  I  in.  by  7  t"t.  7  in.  inside,  with  a  radiating  stain 
The  building  had  long  been  occupied  as  a  dwell ing-hfia«. 
of  course  had  been  very  much  mutilated  ;  but  summing  cp 
]>r()bal>i lilies,  Drydcn  is  of  (Opinion  that  the  nave  and  cha 
wore  iilh  or  i2lh  centun*  w(»rk ;  that  a  new  chancel  arch 
]>ut  up  in  the  14th  centur>-,  at  which  date  the  buildings  2! 
west  end  and  on  the  south  sitle  were  added.  Mr.  Karl  fi 
is  of  opinion  that  the  name  Eyin  Jleh^^a  meant  "TheSancti 
( Ihili^thtdm  in  German)  of  the  I^lcs,'*  and  that  the  i*kf ! 
the  same  i>(>Nition  to  the  rest  <if  the  group  that  Heligo' 
did  to  the  l"riMan  I>le^.-     On  the  north-western  and  w 

■   I  ►r)  Jc:»'»  Ktiine.i  Chut\hcs* 

-  Munch,  in  one  uf  Iiis  papers  on  the  Orcjulian  pIace*nuiKs«  wao^ 
cari'i'.:-  'Ufwr-^titiori  in  Ci>nnectinn  uith  Kynhallow^  tiz^^  llut  if  c* 
rut  on  it  after  sun<-ct,  Morxl  flows  from  the  straw. 
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Tfswm  sides  of  Eynhallow  are  the  Burger  and  Wheal  Rosts, 
*liidi,  as  the  flood-tide,  with  springs,  runs  seven  krols  an 
boBT,  must  be  a  sight  to  see,  when  a  nor'-wester  has  for  some 
days  been  piling  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  on  the  Orcadian 
coast  A  little  west  of  Swendro  Church  is  a  geo,  rejoicing  in 
the  significajit  name  of  Paradise,  in  which  boats  sometimes 
lake  shelier,  till  the  tide  turns.  Somewhere  about  here  Swein 
optnred  Jarl  Paul,  wJien  hunting  otters  near  Scabra  Head, 
snd  the  name  of  the  district,  Swendro,  appears  to  have 
wme  connection  with  that  incidenL  A  cave  on  Eynhallow 
We  beais  the  name  of  "  the  Cave  of  Twenty  Men,"  whicli 
nay  also  have  owed  its  name  to  the  abduction  of  Paul. 
A  short  distance  beyond  Paradise  Geo  you  come  to  a 
sries  of  gloups,  or  blow-holes,  known  as  the  Sinions  of 
Cutdaws.  The  first  is  about  thirty  yards  from  the  sea, 
thirty  yards  long,  and  twenty-four  broad ;  the  second  a  few 
yards  beyond,  circular,  and  about  ten  yards  in  diameter. 
Before,  however,  coming  to  the  Sinions,  and  between  them 
and  Scabra  Head,  are  some  curiously  formed  arches,  known  as 
the  Hole  of  the  Horse,  and  Auk  Hall ;  and  without  being  of 
My  great  height,  the  cliffs  are  very  picturesque  and  bold.  A 
mile  further  you  come  to  another  sinion,  known  as  the  Kiln  of 
fusty.  Here  Bring  Head  commences,  a  very  fine  stretch  of 
diffs  in  places  overhanging  the  water,  the  highest  point  of 
Khich,  HelliaSpur,  is  probably  about'300  feet.  Close  to  Hellia 
Spur  is  the  Stack  of  the  Lobest,  a  long,  narrow  portion 
of  rock  which  has  slipped  away  from  the  cliff,  from  which  it 
li  now  separated  by  a  chasm  not  much  over  twenty  feet  in 
"iilth.  A  little  east  of  this  is  another  similar  stack  in  process 
<'f  formation. 

From  this  jioint  you  get  a  very  pretty  view  of  Sacquoy 
lead,  with  Wcstray  behind  it.  Close  to  Sacquoy  Head  are 
"le  Kilns  of  Brin  Never,  before  coming  to  which  is  a  gigantic 
edition  of  the  well-known  Grind  of  the  Navir  in  Shetland, 
though  not  so  accurately  cut.  The  sea  has  seized  hold  of  a 
'^ker  than  usual  spot  in  the  stratification  of  the  cliff  line,  and 
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has  carved  out  a  huge  gateway,  or  embrasure,  the  sti 
which  lie  piled  in  heaps  to  the  rear.  The  Kilns  ar 
of  three  gloiips,  extending  about  200  yards,  fron 
west  The  western  one  is  a  gruesome  abyss.  Be 
eastern  ones  have  arches  opening  seaward,  throng: 
which  you  get  an  exquisite  peep  of  the  sea  outside: 
coast  line,  to  be  properly  appreciated,  should  be  se 
l)oat,  and  there  arc  any  amount  of  caves  to  be 
Owing,  however,  to  the  strong  tideways  off  the  point 
*'  lift "  of  the  sea  close  to  the  rocks,  the  weather  must 
thing  exceptional  to  render  it  worth  a  trial  Probab 
or  so  of  light  winds  from  east  or  south-east  and  tiAx 
neap  would  be  most  favourable.  From  the  Kihi< 
Never  it  is  best  to  make  straight  for  Saviskail,  as  tl 
the  coast-line  is  not  worth  following  round  Th( 
Saviskail,  or  VVasbister,  though  not  more  than  forty- 
in  area,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  islands  for  fishii 
trout  average  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  pound  cac 
small  holm  in  the  loch,  where  quantities  of  wild  dm 
are  said  to  be  the  remains  of  a  small  chapd,  kno 
Chapel  of  Burrian — a  name  which  looks  as  if  it  had  fa 
like  the  chai)el  dedicated  to  St  TredweU  in  Fapa  W 
the  site  of  an  old  broch.  There  must  have  been  i 
days  a  perfect  nest  of  these  small  chapels  around 
as  at  the  north  end,  close  to  the  old  burial-groand, 
known  as  Corse,  or  Cross  Kirk;  on  Birtanew, 
promontory  jutting  out  on  the  east  side,  was  anol 
N.N.E.  of  I^ngskail,  close  to  the  sea,  and  ded 
St  Colm,  a  fourth. 

Here  you  strike  the  carriage  road  again,  a  splendid 
of  misplaced  ingenuity,  being  carried  over  the  six 
Kicrfca  Hill,  instead  of,  as  might  have  been  done  \ 
little  trouble,  round  it  From  the  highest  point  (411  H 
the  sea),  you  get  some  good  views  of  Paraclett  Hea 
face  of  which  is  said  to  be  a  very  fine  cave,  aocen 
can,  with  the  aid  of  a  rope,  be  had  from  land,  fajr  a  slo 
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trong  arms.  The  whole  round  from  Sourin  past  Westness, 
tchinfieid  and  Jupiter  Fringare  not  visited,  will  take  some 
or  nine  hours.  There  ought  to  be  very  fair  sea-trout 
\  with  wind  off  shore,  and  water  slightly  coloured  by 
II,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sourin  Bum  ;  but,  as  a  portion 
e  shootings  is  let,  and  the  proprietor,  Lieut -General 
ughs,  C.E,  generally  has  a  houseful  of  visitors  staying  at 
land,  the  tourist  must  not  expect  to  get  any  fishing. 
;he  autumn  of  1881  a  cluster  of  grave  moimds,  near  the 
jf  Corquoy,  in  Sourin  Valley,  was  opened,  and  in  the  largest, 
was  fifty  feet  in  circumference,  and  raised  five  and  a  half 
hove  the  level  of  the  adjacent  ground,  a  stone  cist  was 
■ered,  in  which  was  placed  a  cinerary  um  of  steatite,  7  in. 
ght,  and  gj  in,  and  8  ia  across  ihe  mouth,  which  um  is 
1  the  National  Museum.  The  fact  of  the  urn  being  made 
ne,  and  especially  of  steatite,  and  not  of  clay,  leads  Dr. 
■son  to  suppose  that  these  mounds  formed  a  cemetery 
:  later  Viking  period,  when  interment  after  ■ 
sed. 


CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

THE   OkKNKVS. — THE   NORTH    ISLES. 

Stronsiiy.   S<jndii\\  and  North  RonaUsaw 

*'  When  Albyn's  men  of  mountain  blood 
Kushcil  down,  like  their  own  torrent**  flood. 
To  j>lace  the  Stuart  upon  that  throne 
'ITicy  wannly  <Iecm'd  by  right  his  ow*n, 
KVn  in  these  isle>  each  nobler  heart 
r.unu'd  in  hi.>  cause  to  liear  a  |xirt  ; 
\\w\  when  the  cl  ui  of  war  n>lle«i  bacV, 
And,  like  r)ecemK*r'»»  storm-smote  rack, 
Scourjjeil  darkly  o'er  its  dreary  &ky. 
In  scattereii  ruin  far  did  flv  ; 
When  strvtche*!  revenge  her  gory  hand* 
Against  the  bravest  of  the  land. 
Then  foumi  they  shelter  in  those  caves. 
Where  sung  to  them  the  wind  and  waves ; 
In  safety  from  the  hand  of  power, 
I'hcy  passed  away  their  darkening  hour.** 

Malcoui. 

Bef(^re  steam  communication  with  the  North  I«l<*  •* 
started  in  1S64,  what  with  calms  and  fogs  in  stunmcr.  P*^ 
in  winter,  and  strong  tideways  all  the  year  round,  the  '^>?^ 
to  Westray  must,  often,  have  l)een  a  thing  of  days«  insteidfl 
as  at  i)resent,  hours,  days  too  of  scant  enough  comfort,  •** 
as  regards  accommodation  and  victuals. 

( )ne  gentleman  who,  twenty  years  ago,  had  t  good  <k*  ^ 
Work  amoni^st  the  islands,  in  connection  with  his  dutic*  •*  ^ 
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linage  commissioner,  being  becalmed,  befogged,  or  storm- 
yed  short  of  his  destination,  was  awakened  one  morning,  by 
'.  steward  of  ihe  smack  requesting  him  to  get  up,  as  the 
;ets  he  was  Ipng  in  were  wanted  for  the  tablecloths  !  leech's 
iter's  dirty  pocket-handkerchief  was  not  a  patch  on  that. 
3m  Kirkwall  to  Pierowall  in  \VestTay,  along  the  western  side  of 
ay,  and  through  Weather  Ness  Sound  is  twenty-four  miles,  but, 
the  route  the  steamer  lakes,  the  round  is  about  forty-two  miles 
1  distance  which,  owing  to  stoppages  at  the  different  posts  of 
I,  she  takes  six  hours,  and  sometimes  longer,  to  accomplish. 
le  Orcadia  is  a  very  good  sea-boat,  an  absolute  requisite,  as, 
times,  owing  to  the  innumerable  rests,  heavier  or  nastier 
B  would  be  hard  to  find  anywhere.  Unfortunately,  though 
;  has  "good  accommodation  for  man  and  beast,"  no  refresh- 
nis,  even  of  the  class  the  soul  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  lovelh, 
■  to  be  had  on  board  ;  so  the  intending  traveller  should  see 
the  commissariat  before  starling,  at  least,  if  he  is  going 
oiigh  to  Pierowall.  In  summer  weather  the  sail  is  a  very 
a^ant  one  for  the  traveller  from  the  south,  though,  with  the 
iqition  of  Calf  Sound,  the  scenery  is  not  of  a  high  order, 
icn  you  have  reached  Gait  Ness,  the  north-western  point  of 
aiiinsay,  you  begin  to  realise  what  an  Orcadian  riht  is,  if, 
ieed,  you  have  not  already  found  it  out  before.  Under  certain 
Tditions  of  tide,  and  certain  airts  of  wind,  the  line  of  broken 
let  extends  right  across  the  sound  to  War  Ness  in  Eday,  the 
1  off  the  latter  point  being  the  worst.  Occasionally  the 
nmi.'r  calls  in  at  Eackaland  in  Eday,  olhenvise  she  makes 
aiyht  for 

Siroiuay. 

This  island,  the  Slrionsay  of  the  Saga,  is  so  indented  by  the 
C])  broad  bays  of  Linga  Sound,  Rousholni  Bay,  and  Odin 
y,  that  it  looks  not  unlike  the  three  legs  on  the  Manx 
inage.  At  the  northern  end  of  the  island  is  the  Hay  of 
hitehall,  so  sheltered  by  the  little  island  of  Papa  Stronsay 
lobe  practically  land-locked.     There  is  a  good  pier  here, 
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and  a  considerable  herring  fishery  has  of  late  jrears  been  a 
on  from  the  sound  In  the  report  ^  noade  to  Bishop  Gr 
in  1627  it  was  stated  the  teinds  of  the  dogger-boats  had 
been  let  to  Earl  Patrick,  which  looks  as  if  the  Dutch  d( 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  fishing  from  here.  From  the 
reiKjrt  there  seems  to  have  been  two  churches  on  the  i 
one  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  the  other  to  the  Virgin ;  and  < 
little  isle  of  Pajxi  Stronsay,  the  Papa  Minni*  of  the  Sag 
a  third,  dedicated  to  St  Nicholas.  According  to  Scale 
was  another  chapel  on  this  small  island  dedicated  to  St 
On  Papa  Minni  Jar  I  Rognvald,  Brusi's  son,  was  min 
by  Thorkel  Fostri,  who  had  been  Thorfinn's  foster- 
C^urious  coincidence  that  the  second  Rognvald  shoaU 
I)een  murdered  by  Thorbiom  Klerk,  who  had  been  H; 
loster-father.  According  to  Barr>',  between  the  two  c 
was  the  Earl's  knoll,  on  which  were  some  graves  and 
One  of  the  graves  was  opened,  in  which  the  bones  app 
have  been  those  of  a  man  nearly  eight  feet  in  height 
these  have  l)ccn  the  remains  of  Jarl  Rognvald,  as  in  the 
he  is  described  as  **  a  man  of  large  stature  and  great  strcc 

There  is  a  little  lodging-house  close  to  the  pier:  a 
or  licensed  shop,  in  the  centre  of  the  island ;  and  ven 
lodgings  indeed  can  be  obtained,  it  is  said,  at  a  Mr.  Cha! 
a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  south  road. 

Close  to  Whitehall,  on  the  shores  of  Odin  Bay,  is  ih 
of  Kildinguie,  consisting  of  three  springs  of  chalybeate 
of  varying  strength,  formerly  in  high  repute  as  a  spa,  to 
patients  are  said  to  have  come  all  the  way  from  Nonn 
Denmark.  Spring-tides  flow  into  the  well,  but,  if  deal 
the  brackish  water,  it  fills  again  all  right  in  a  few  minutes 
the  south  side  of  the  well  is  a  stone  seat,  said  to  have  oq 
had  arms  to  it ;  and,  in  front,  is  an  indentation  on  the 
'»upi«)>ed  to  have  been  made  by  the  feet  of  the  ollc 
jir.cst  who  sat  there  offering  the  water  to  the  pilgrims. 

*  Pctcrkin's  Rentals,  No.  III.  p^  95. 
'  Neale's  EccUsiol^ical Nctts^  ^  \\y 
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A  simOar  seat  is  said  to  have  been  on  the  north  side  of  the 
spring,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  masons  when  building  the 
fennhouse  of  Hunton,  On  the  bank  above  stood  a  chape!, 
ihe  grass-grown  foundations  of  which  can  still  be  traced.  So 
great  was  the  fame  of  the  well  that  the  virtues  of  its  waters 
•ere  celebrated  in  a  proverb  which  says,  "The  well  of 
Kildinguie,  and  the  dulse  (species  of  seaweed)  of  Geo  Odin 
till  cure  all  things  except  the  Black  Death."  The  island  is  the 
most  fertile  of  all  the  group  and  cultivated  as  it  deserves.  The 
highest  point  of  the  whole  island  is  close  to  Whitehall,  Si  John's 
Hill,  179  ft.;  but  you  nevertheless  get  some  pretty  views,  s^ 
jou  walk  down  to  Lamb  Head,  some  six  miles  from  Whitehall. 
On  Ae  head  are  the  remains  of  a  broch  explored  by  Dr.  Peine 
many  years  back.  This  has  a  great  number  of  cells  in  the  walls, 
"id  one  peculiarity  about  them,  according  to  Captain  Thomas,' 
consisted  in  their  having  a  raised  bench  at  each  end.  Close  lo 
tlie  broch  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  pier  which  Captain 
Thomas  believed  to  be  coeval  with  it  On  the  east  side  of  the 
isthmus,  on  which  the  broch  stands,  is  a  wild  stack-studded 
EM,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Hell's  Mouth.  From  Hell's 
Mouth  a  walk  of  about  two  miles  takes  you  to  the  Vat 
if  Kirbister,  passing  on  your  road  the  Geo  of  Odin,  where 
grows  the  miraculous,  health-giving  dulse,  According  lo 
N'eale^  there  was  also  a  chapel  here.  The  "Vat  consists  of  a 
'•Kin  not  exactly  round  and  not  square.  The  diameter  is 
about  eighty  yards  ;  height,  perhaps  eighty  feet  or  so.  On  the 
wsiem  side  is  the  finest  rock  arch  in  the  Orkneys,  to  the  south 
"f  which  the  ridge  has  partially  fallen  away,  rendering  it  im- 
possible at  the  present  day  to  walk  round  it,  as  was  done  not 
'""g  ago.  There  are  a  couple  of  caves  inside  tenanted  by 
"wks  of  pigeons,  and  the  whole  would  be  well  worth  exploring 
in  a  boat  by  any  one  who  was  making  any  stay  on  the  island. 
The  farm  of  Housebay,  of  which  Lamb  Head  forms  part,  is 
"le  largest  in  the  islands ;  with  it  Mr.  Learmoulh,  the  tenant, 

'  Ncale's  Eccluiolosical  Noict,  p,  117. 
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holds  Auskerry  as  a  sheep  farm.  Of  this  islet  Jo  Ren  u-i. 
"  iil)i  sunt  equi  ferocissimi."  He  has  also  a  wor.Ccr » 
account  of  a  Trow,  who  in  the  shafn;  of  a  |)ony,  annojtd  a 
married  woman  for  over  a  year  with  his  attentions.  H.* 
description  of  the  beast  is  iilenlical  with  that  given  l-v  \:c 
Shetlanders  at  the  present  day  of  the  ShoulpilUe  or  .V«j./ 
Can  the  **e(|ui  ferocissimi"  have  been  SJwuifiiieest  Ctace  ^ 
twice  in  Shetland  the  writer  has  been  told  by  his  gillie*  ot  i:-c 
existence  in  out-of-the-way  places  of  "wild  horses*  and,  ii-e 
time,  he  thought  nothing  of  the  remark  ;  but,  since  he  ho*  noJ 
of  the  Ni4)^i€  theory,  he  is  half  inclined  to  think  his  jr-stio 
referred  to  demon  steeds,  and  not  to  the  ordinary  shcitxs  •J' 
everyday  life. 

Sit  ft  Jaw 

A  little  over  half  an  hour's  steaming  takes  you  from  thep^ 
at  Wliitehall,  across  Sanday  Sound,  to  the  pier  at  Kettk^o:'. 
close  to  which  is  the  l()<l.:;ing-house  kept  by  Mrs.  Sinclair.  •>« 
of  the  best  eslabliNhments  of  the  kind  in  the  Drkncn  <* 
Shetland.  There  is  a  public-house,  also,  at  Castle  HilLal*)**:* 
mile  or  so  from  the  |>ier.  Sanday  is  a  curiously  shaped  wm"!- 
and  has  been  <'omixired  to  a  lobster,  and  the  coniioruon  itnoc 
a  bad  one.  The  southern  or  tail  |)orti(>n  forms  thcpamht^c 
the  Holy  Cross,  to  whit  h  has  !)een  added,  since  ihc  Rewnn* 
tion,  the  |arish  of  St.  Columba.  or,  as  it  is  now  called.  Bur  N<A 
which  c(>m|>rises  the  shorter  or  western  claw.  In  pieto'* 
dayrt  the  rectorial  teinds  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Columbi  «c^ 
attached  to  the  otlice  of  the  Sacristan  of  Saint  Magnus.  Tbc 
eastern  or  larger  claw  forms  I^iily  Parish,  to  which  ihe  ^A^ 
of  North  Ronaldsay  was  formerly  attached,  and  from  vhx^i^ 
has  been  only  severed  tjuoad  sacra  of  late  yean.  A  rai^p  ^ 
low  hills  runs  from  the  liay  of  Brough  to  the  southern  cfki  ^ 
Crt»^  Parish,  the  highest  |>oint  of  which,  Stove  Hill  (J49>**^ 
is  at  the  extreme  south.  Both  Hur  Ness  and  I^dy  lunshet  tfc 
as  flat  nearly  as  a  billiard  tal>le.  I'he  soil,  in  the  northed 
parts  of  the  island,  is  chielly  sand,  from  which  the  island  ^ 
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said  to  lake  its  name.  The  nature  of  the  soil,  combined  with 
Ik  numerous  lagoons  or  oyces,  as  they  are  called  in  the  Orkneys, 
the  haunts  in  winter  of  numerous  flocks  of  wild-fowl,  has  no 
doubt  aided  the  ever  hungry  sea  in  the  encroachments  that  are 
so  constantly  going  on.  That  (he  deep  bay  called  Otterawick 
TOs  once  terra  firma,  is  shown  by  the  peat  soil  and  nutnerous 
tnrnks  of  trees  that  a  big  ebb  sometimes  leaves  exposed. 
Bmy'  even  says  that  the  shoal  of  Runabrake,  some  five  miles 
nonh-west  of  Bur  Ness,  was  once  connected  with  tiie  island,  and 
tbi  the  inhabitants  were  wont  to  play  foolball  there.  As  the 
tbart  shows  soundings  of  seventeen  fathoms  between  the  shoal 
and  the  island,  Barry's  version  can  hardly  be  correct.  The 
lorthem  portion  of  the  island  must  in  ancient  days  have  been 
covered  with  brochs.  Many  of  the  existing  houses  are  said 
to  be  built  on  the  sites,  or  rather  on  the  actual  remains  of 
those  Pictish  forts.  Thus  a  year  ago,  when  the  Manse  of 
Cross  and  Bur  Ness  was  being  rebuilt,  the  old  house  was  found 
to  have  been  erected  over  one.  Mr.  Dennison,  the  author  of 
Tkt  Orcadian  Sketch  Book,  and  the  tenant  of  West  Brugh,  has 
1  very  fine  collection  of  bone  and  other  implements  which 
fijve  from  time  to  time  been  found,  amongst  them  one  of  those 
(lice  made  of  a  sheep's  shank-bone.  An  ancestor  of  Mr. 
Dennjson  helped  to  capture  Gow  the  pirate,  and,  amongst 
"'her  curios,  he  has  a  telescope  said  to  have  belonged  to 
ihe  Orcadian  Captain  Kidd.  He  has  also,  what  is  of  more 
^■line,  one  of  the  old  Orkney  wooden  ploughs.  On  the 
southern  side  of  the  Bay  of  Brough  is  the  Cave  of  Helzie  Geo, 
'0  visit  which  yoQ  nmst  take  a  boat  I'he  cave  is  in  the 
race  of  a  very  low  cliff,  and  the  entrance  is  about  thirty 
y^'ds  long,  seventeen  feet  high  at  half  tide,  and  not  broad 
•^noLjih  for  oars  to  be  used.  The  cave  itself  is  about  forty  or 
roiy  yards  broad  from  west  to  east,  is  about  thirtj'-fi^c  feet  high, 
^nd  is  said  to  e.xlcnd  a  considerable  way  south.  To  explore  it 
Properly  requires  torches,  the  more  so  as  there  are  said  to 
^  lumerous  rocks  just  under  water.     Formerly  it  was,  it  is 

'   Baiiy's  Orkney,  p,  5S. 
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said,  festooned  with  stalactites,  but  very  few  now  renuin.  ir< 
curiosity-coliecting  cad  having  of  course  done  his  utmoa : 
destroy  what  must  have  been  the  great  charm  of  the  (ibce. 

The  low  range  of  hills  running  southward  affords  scnk 
pretty  views  here  and  there.  At  a  place  called  Hecklohrna 
huge  mass  of  jilum-pudding  stone,  which,  for  a  long  tunc,  w 
supposed  to  have  lH:cn  volcanic  in  its  origin.'  Ju>t  nofth  tf 
I^miness  are  a  couple  of  circular  l>asins,  and  into  the  one  neiro: 
the  ness  is  an  entrance  from  seaward.  The  ridge  of  <oiic» 
which  scfurates  the  one  basin  from  the  other  is  very  hke  < 
pier,  and  the  writer  was  told  that  stones  had  l>ecn  found  per 
forated  with  holes,  into  which  lead  had  been  run.  On  the  Be» 
is  a  mound  which  looks  as  if  it  covered  the  remains  oi  i 
broch.  There  also  a))|icared  to  have  been  covered  wars. 
one  running  out  to  the  head  of  the  ness,  the  other  at  r^b 
angles  to  the  bay.  Ju  lk:n  has  a  curious  tradition  about  thtf 
])arish  (Holy  Cross).  He  says  he  wxs  passing  through  *i< 
island,  and  being  very  much  fatigued  rested  at  the  manse  cr 
church,  and,  in  the  graveyard,  saw  al>out  a  thousand  skulls. tta 
times  as  large  as  the  crania  of  the  men  of  his  time,  and  thi: 
he  extracted  from  the  gums  teeth  like  kernels.  On  asking  ko« 
these  remains  came  there,  he  was  told  that  the  Sanday  pccf^ 
had,  iK'ing  of  an  unwarlike  dis{)osition,  been  subject  to  the 
peojile  of  Stronsay,  to  whom  they  jwid  a  3rearly  tribute.  TTtf 
at  last,  taking  heart  of  grace,  they  had,  on  the  day  vhcfl  the 
annual  tribute  was  i)ayable,  fallen  on  their  oppressorsi  wha  V 
suspecting  anything,  had  l)een  making  a  huge  picnic  of  the 
day,  having  brought  with  them,  not  only  their  mochen  tf^ 
their  sisters,  but  also  their  cousins  and  their  aunt&  No<v«htf 
actual  historical  fact  can  have  lain  under  this  apparent  B^ 
Uv  the  wav,  Jo  lien  also  savs  that  both  the  inhabituD  ^ 
S.inday  and  North  Konaldsay,  as  Shakspeare  said  of  the  \Jf^ 
of  Charlecott,  **  i>ediculosi  sunt,  ut  nulla  arte  mederi  \amt^ 

A  drive,  of  al)out  twelve  miles,  from  Kettletoft,  will  take  f^ 
to   the  Start  Lighthouse,  at  the  north-eastern  comer  of  (he 

*  As  lu  the  bavil  boulder,  see  p.  194. 
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island.  This  lighthouse  is,  at  high  water,  completely  insulated, 
Md  the  view  from  the  gallery  round  the  light  is  said  to  be 
worth  seeing. 

fti  your  road  out  you  pass  the  house  of  Newark,  built  on 
the  site  of  Brugh,  which  was  burnt  down  by  the  Hanoverian 
troops  after  Culloden.  Close  to  Newark  is  a  farm  called 
Putgalory,  and,  a  few  years  back,  not  far  off  was  another 
known  as  Hell.  At  the  north  end  is  the  plain  of  Fidge,  which, 
in  [he  last  century,  was  the  favourite  golfing  links  of  the 
Orcadian  gentry.  Sanday,  as  might  be  expected,  from  its  very 
lo»  coast-iine,  was  in  former  years  the  cause  of  many  wrecks. 
Jo  Ben  said,  English  and  German  vessels  often  perished  at  the 
Slar  of  Lopeness,  the  very  spot,  where  the  lighthouse  is  now 
placed.  When  Scolt '  was  htre  in  1S14,  shortly  after  the  light- 
house had  been  erected,  Stevenson,  the  well-known  builder  of 
Stenyvore  lighthouse,  on  ob.serving  to  a  farmer  that  the  sails 
of  his  boat  were  in  bad  condition,  was  told,  "  If  it  had  been 
His  {i.e.  God's)  will,  that  you  had  na  built  sae  many  lighthouses 
hereabout,  I  would  have  had  new  sails  last  winter"  What  a 
Scotch  ring  there  is  about  the  story  !  A  Sanday  minister,^  too, 
IS  said  to  have  prayed  "  Nevertheless,  if  it  please  Thee  to  cause 
helpless  ships  to  be  cast  on  the  shore,  oh  !  dinna  forget  the 
poor  island  of  Sanda  !  "  The  Cornish  parson,  who  Is  said  to 
have  Slopped  his  congregation,  who  were  flocking  to  a  wreck, 
till  he  had  taken  his  surplice  off,  in  order  that  they  might, 
himself  included,  all  start  fair,  would  have  suited  Sanday,  in 
old  days,  admlr-ably. 

Even  with  the  lights  on  the  Start,  and  on  Dennis  Head  in 
Korth  Ronaldsay,  some  sixteen  vessels,  at  least,  have  gone 
^hore  on  Sand-ny  since  1862,  of  which  only  three  have  been  got 
^  again.  In  two  instances  three  lives  were  lost  in  each  case, 
*i<l  in  a  third  ten.  Many  of  the  Orcadian  wrecks,  however,  are 
"ilful.  One  scoundrel  was  seen,  some  years  back,  to  deliberately 
^^  his  vessel  up  to  windward  to  get  her  ashore,  and,  what  is 
"lore,  the  insurance  is  said  to  have  been  paid.  Another,  who 
Said  Lift,  vol.  iii.  [i,  179.  '  Maidmtnt  Collections. 
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by  mistake,  ran  his  craft  on  sand  or  mud  in  Holm  Suur,<L  <Ji. 
with  tears  of  rage  in  his  eyes,  |>ointing  to  a  red  wi  :>.*.•. 

**  I) n  it,  that  is  where  I  intended  to  have  put  her."    T'< 

ski|>|)er  of  a  (fcrman  craft,  that  got  ashore  near  KlUnn^  r 
l)eing  told  that  it  was  a  bad  job,  is  reported  to  have  *»ir..li.T:  -ir 
the  Heathen  Chinee,  and  said,  ''  No  my  friend,  it  is  no:  lad. 
she  is  well  insured." 


Ni  'rth  Ronald iii  \. 

*  

For  this  island,  tlic  most  nortlierly  and  easterly  of  :rc 
Orcadian  group,  a  mail  l>oat  crosses  once  a  week,  weather 
permitting,  with  the  bags  from  Black  Rock,  at  the  jocth- 
eastern  corner  of  Otters^  ick  Bay,  a  chccsc-iiaring  postal  Jti- 
ministration  evidently  being  of  the  opinion,  thai  the  lercf^ 
|)ai»ers,  vS:c.,  for  this  northern  Patmos,  which  arrive  in  San<iaT  cc 
Saturday,  ougln  not  to  Ik*  ferried  across  the  sound  before  :'')c 
fijllowing  Wcilncsday. 

North  Konaldsay  Soum!  Is  as  a  glance  at  the  nup  «"- 
>»h(iw  you,  nearly  as  expONcd  a  bit  of  water,  for  o|*n  U"**-* 
wt»rk,  as  can  be  found  in  HritiNh  seas,  and  all  the  worse  i«'i^ 
numerous  rosts^  ^hich  are  created  by  the  rapid  tides  w^^■■ 
jMiur  through  it.  Finer  boatmen,  however,  than  the  two  nx^ 
who  man  the  boat  would  be  hard  to  find,  and,  during  ill '^^ 
inclement  winter  of  1SS0-81,  they  never  missed  1  "tt^ 
Fancy  open  boat  work,  on  a  pitdi-dark  winter's  ni^i,  «»• 
livened  by  driving  showers  of  snow  and  sleet,  amidst  a  ninpi^ 
raging,  luirlylmrly  of  water,  having  to  dodge  a  n'i/  foA  lot^ 
right  of  you.  then  to  tlie  left  of  you,  and  finally  to  hitacoiit 
line,  that,  in  daylight,  almost  retfuires  a  micruscope  to  see  » 
ugh,  the  Very  iilea  is  enough  to  give  you  the  shivers^ 

Therein  no  regular  accomnuKlation  in  the  island, and i^* 
(»ne,  purpoNing  vi>iiing  it,  >hould  asiertain  in  Sanday,  wh<*i*^ 
there  is  any  chance  of  his  l)eing  put  up  an>'where:  Thfl** 
not  much  to  tempt  the  wanderer  in  search  of  the  pictiire*P^ 
.Measuring  some  four  miles  or  so  long  from  Dennis  Hevi  s 
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llic  N.N.W,  to  Strom  Ness  in  the  S.S.E.,  Liy,  perhaps,  two  miles 
in  breadth  at  the  outside,  the  island  is  very  slightly  elevated 
alove  the  level  of  the  Atlantic  and  German  Oceans,  whose 
surges  are  so  constantly  beating  upon  its  lang-strewn  shores, 
the  iiighest  point,  on  which  stands  Holland  (the  Houland — 
High  Land— of  Shetland)  House,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Traill, 
the  proprietor,  being  only  forty-seven  feet  above  high-water 
laatt.  A  dyke,  or  wall,  runs  round  the  island  close  to  the  sea, 
through  grinds  or  gales  in  which  access  is  had  to  the  interior, 
the  whole  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  Runtig  still  survives, 
ai  the  north  end,  in  about  two  hundred  acres,  but,  elsewhere, 
«cli  man's  holding  is  marked  off  from  that  of  his  neighbour. 
Of  the  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  persons,  who  compose  the 
population,  all  more  or  less  hve  by  iheir  crofts,  supplemented 
by  the  lobster-fishing  and  kelp-making. 

The  tangle,  or  thick  stalks  of  the  Laminaria  digitata,  is 
driven  ashore  in  winter,  and  carefully  dried  in  hca])s.  The 
Mre,  or  leaves  of  the  same  sea-weed,  comes  ashore  in 
spring,  the  "  ware  break,"  as  it  is  termed,  generally  occurring 
in  .\pril,  and  easterly  or  south-easterly  winds  send  most  ashore, 
tor  collecting  the  tangle  and  ware,  and  for  burning,  the  crofters 
S«l  so  much  a  "  weigh,"  ten  weighs  going  to  the  ton.  From 
the  middle  of  May,  on  every  fine  day,  all  through  the  summer 
ilie  burning  goes  on  in  small  circular  pits,  the  smoke  from 
■^hich  gives  a  peculiarly  weird  charm  of  its  own  to  coast  scenery, 
fill-weed  or  ware,  that  is,  weed  cut  from  the  rocks,  is  best  for 
Waking  glass,  in  which,  however,  it  is  now  su])erseded  by 
MrilliL  For  the  production  of  iodine,  bromide  of  potassium, 
^nd  chlorate  of  potassium,  drift -weed  is  far  the  best,  and  care 
'tis  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  gatherers  substituting  cut  for 
"liifi-weed. 

Outside  the  dyke,  on  what  little  herbage  they  can  find,  but 
"lainly  on  sea-weed,  live  some  two  thousand  of  the  old  Orkney 
*'iM|).  Except  at  lambing-time,  when  the  ewes  are  taken 
insde  and  treated  to  a  little  more  succulent  food  than  they 
*^n  Trnd  outside,  their  mainstay  is  sea-weed,  which  is  said  to 
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give  the  flesh  a  sficcial  venison  sort  of  flavour.  At  the  southcn 
extremity  of  the  island  is  the  Hroch  of  Burrian,  which  w 
excavated  from  the  sui>erincuml>ent  rubbish  by  Dr.  TniB  s 
1870,  and  in  which  was  found  the  small  Celtic  ecdesiassxai 
l>ell ;  cross-incised  and  Ogham-marked  stone;  stones  «::b 
incised  triangles ;  and  ox-bone  with  incised  ornament,  vfaxi: 
are  such  strong  silent  evidence  of  the  early  Christianity  of  the 
islands.  In  addition  to  the  above,  which  are  now  31  :^c 
museum  at  Kdinl)urgh,  an  enormous  number  of  bone  a&ii 
other  implements  were  found.  Amongst  the  bone  imjilement* 
were  several  combs,  some  rather  artistically  made,  and  «o  du«c 
in  the  teeth,  as  to  suggest  the  idea,  that  the  Pictish  occnpac'* 
of  the  broch  were  nearly  as  **  pediculosi "  as  Jo  Ben  Vx^ 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  islands  centuries  afterwards.  Ttct 
are  three  curious  ridges,  or  mounds,  stretching  across  the  tUisd 
which  arc  said,  according  to  local  tradition,  to  have  been  nuidc 
by  three  brothers  to  mark  off  their  resi)ective  properties ;  in^ 
mounds,  Pictihh  and  Norse,  al>ound. 

Probably  one  of  these  is  the  one,  in  which  the  remiitfc* 
Halfddn  Halegg  were  hoy-laid  after  his  sbughter  by  Tcr? 
Kinar  on  Kinar's  Hill.  The  little  eminence  on  which  Hollia^ 
House  stands  was  prolxibly  the  Rinar's  HilL  The  Sul  Rule 
(/jtu^opterus  vtlivolam)  is  occasionally  driven  ashore  on  i^ 
island,  and  the  Small  Hi ack  headed  Gull  (Lana  RidihpdMi'* 
whose  eggs  are  said  to  be  as  good  as  those  of  the  green  pknv?. 
breeds  on  one  of  the  tiny  loch«v  The  chief  object  of  inkfttf 
to  the  naturalist,  however,  is  Seal  Skerry,  a  vast  ejcpme  fl* 
channel-cut  rock,  due  north  from  Dennis  Head,  and  which  * 
nearly  covered  at  high  spring  tides.  The  water  inside  the 
skerry,  and  l)etween  it  and  the  shore,  is  comparatively  shiD0*> 
but  the  big  channel,  which  runs  nearly  north  and  south,  tf^ 
which  Dr.  Traill  fancies  has  lieen  caused  by  volcanic  apev?' 
has  a  depth  in  places  of  thirty-six  feet  This  chanod  ^ ' 
favourite  haunt  of  the  grey  seal  (HalUhitnit  Grisfus  or  Cnfht^ 
Quantities  of  seal  remains  were  found  in  the  Broch  of  BuRfl^ 
and  were  submitted  to  Professor  Turner,  who  identified  thes 
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^  of  ffeUichcerus  Gryphus.  Jo  Ben  describes,  how  they 
ptured  by  nets  on  the  skerry,  and  mentions  that  he  had 
(ty  taken  at  one  time.  Before,  and  during  the  con- 
e  of,  fine  weather  the  seals  make  a  peculiar  noise  night 
ming,  locally  termed  "  Bogling,"  and  to  which  Jo  Ben 
fer  when  he  speaks  of  their  "matuo  inter  sese  miirmu- 
From  ihe  abundance  of  the  pluxiE  on  their  shores, 
th  Ronaldsay  folk  have  long  been  known  as  "  Selkies." 
re  also  sometimes  called  "  Hides,"  from  their  wearing 
a  custom  noticed  by  Jo  Ben,  who  says ;  "  Homines 
d  habent  Calceos  ex  bellaomm  pellibus  ligulo  con- 
vemacule  Rifflingi  vocalos,"  In  Earl  Patrick's  Rental'^ 
S  we  read:  "Item,  the  Skerrie  payic  of  auld  half 
lie,  and  now  payis  ane  barrel  of  olie."  North  Ronaldsay 
1668,  the  place  of  banishment  of  the  Rev,  Alexander 

Prior  to  the  Restoration,  Smith  had  been  minister  of 
1,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dumfries,  and  was  one  of  those 

on  the  passing  of  the  Conformity  Act  oi  1662.  He 
.ired  to  Leith,  and,  in  1664,  was  summoned  before  the 
"ommission  Court  for  keeping  conventicles.  Having, 
ig  to  Wodrow,^  whose  testimony  must  always  be  re- 
•um  grano,  given  special  offence  to  Archbishop  Sharp, 
essing  him  as  .Sir,  he  was  treated  with  extra  rigour,  and 
d  to  Shetland,  though  it  is  not  said  to  what  part, 
our  years  in  the  regions  of  Ultima  Thiik,  he  was 
led  Imck  to  Leith,  whence,  having  probably  given 
fft-nce  by  his  sturdy  covenanting  spirit,  he  was  again 
)rthward,  this  time  to  North  Ronaldsay.     A  few  years 

calf-bnund  volume  was  found  in  the  Town  Hall  of 
U,  headed  yuslicn  of  hh  Afalies  l\wc  Book  of 
,  No.  i.,  in  which  some  documents  relative  to  Smith 
jpied,  whicli  arc  set  out  in  .^i)pendix  P  (pp.  ''n3-s). 
is  letter,  Smith,  although  like  most  of  the  Puritane  ones 

jViW?,  Rentals,  No.  11.  p.  ^^■ 

Irow's  lliilory,  vol.  i,  p.  393,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  112.      See  also  Ron's 

Kohert  Blair,  p.  479. 
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of  the  period  given  to  Preachtt  Pna.h^r  in  Maaoo  Md tff  |l 
season,  would  sct'm  to  bnvc  ticcn  a  iIinrou|chl)'  ooMBlAllL 
Christian,  incagiattlu  nr,  like  many  other  sooJkd  | 
I)coiiIc,  ai'ting  in  anything  Init  a  stmi^htfonoid,  1 
fashioa 

Ikforc   quitting   this   norlhcnimnu    or  th«  I 
exposed  to  all  the  winds  that  blow,  the  reaiii-r  will  \k  1| 
astonisheil  to  learn  that  Dr.  Traill  hat  MKciredei)  in 
inj!  in  the  garden  at  Holland  the  Pkerminm  i 
Zealand    flax,  whirh,  as  an  cimamuntal  jibni.  i 
success  thijiijjh  whclluT  it  can  \k  ^rown  to  pay  t 
lie  seen. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 


THE    ORKNEYS. — THE    NORTH    \SLKS~{^OIlflllU/:i/). 


From  KclUotoft  tlie  steamer  proceeds  round  Spur  Ness  into 
'^hy  Sound,  and  jiassing  to  the  south  of  that  Jjishy  Rost, 
^hich  so  stirred  ii|i  Scott's  bile,  into  Calf  Sound,  which,  with  a 
lood  spring  tide  making  tlirough  it,  looks  more  like  a  majestic 
'Hr  than  an  arm  of  the  sea,  brings  up  oft'  Carrick  House. 

This  house  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  that  John 
'tAvari,  Earl  of  Carrick,  who  was  such  an  object  of  dread  to 
''hupGrahani  and  his  Kirk  Session.    Created  Lord  Kinclaven 

1(107,  lie  obtained,  in  1616,  charters  "of  the  dominical  lands 
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and  mill  of  the  Monastery  of  Crossregal,  of  the  lands  of  BaDor- 
som,  and  of  the  lands  of  Knockronnal,**  ^  port  of  the  aBckn! 
Earldom  of  Carrick  ;  this  made  him  desirous  of  obtaimag  > 
grant  of  such  title,  and  in  1C38  he  got  a  patent  fromGiarfeiL 

On  this  jiatcnt,  however,  l>cing  presented  to  the  Pmr 
Council  on  the  22nd  of  May  in  the  same  year,  Sir  John  Hope. 
the  Lord  Advocate,  objected,  that  the  title  of  £ari  of  Camck 
was  one  always  l)ome  by  the  heir-ai»|»arent  to  the  Crem. 
After  some  delay,  ai)parently  caused  by  I^rd  Kinclaven  chflifimt 
his  flank  and  stating,  that  it  was  the  Orcadian  and  not  the 
A>Tshirc  Carrick  that  was  meant,  the  {jatent  was  6Billf 
confirmed  on  the   14th   December,   1830. 

The  Earl  of  Carrick  was,  whilst  still  merely  entitled  Master oc 
Orkney,  as  Inring  heir-prcsumjitive  to  the  Earldom  of  Orkney, 
tried  at  Edinburgh  on  the  24th  June,  1596,'  for 
with  vmq'  Margaret  Ibllour,  ane  Wich,  for  the  dii 
of  Patrik  Erll  of  Orknay,  he  jKjysoning."  The  prindpil 
evidence  against  him  was  a  declaration  extracted  from  thenni 
Margaret  or  Alys(»n  Rilfour  (she  is  called  "  Alysoune "  in  t^e 
*'  Dittay  "  <»r  indictment),  when  being  tortured  by  the  •'cavh:* 
lawis,"  a  sort  of  iron  framework  which  encircled  the  Itfv:-^'''- 
wa>  then  placed  in  a  movable  furnat  e,  and  in  which  S.\y' 
**wes  kepit  be  tlie  space  of  tourtie-.uicht  houris.*' 

TorturinLj  AIvmui  not  bein^  enough,  her  husband,  "  .  ■ 
TaillielVir,"  a  mnn  of  **  Iwwj  yeiris  of  aije,"  her  eldest  son,  i".: 
her  daughter,  were  all  put  to  the  cjuestion  at  the  same  tjsx 
***nie  fader  !>ean<l  in  the  lang  Irnis  of  fifiie  stane  mccht;t?'< 
s(me  calht  in  the  biiitis  with  tiitie  sewin  straiki^  ;  ami  t^< 
ti<M  liter  WwvjL,  sew  in  yeir  a'.iUl,  put  in  the  |»inn\iftmki&''  T^ 
1m  lots,  or /'t»i'//>(7>/.v,**  extended  from  the  ankles  to  the  kncCtA**'^ 
at  each  strc»ke  of  a  laru'e  hammer  (which  forced  I  ht  •e'i*** 
« lo^cr).  the  ijuestinn  was  repeated.  In  many  instamc*.  ^''* 
bones  and  fle>*li  of  the  leg  were  crushed  and  UccnlcO  -'  * 
shcM  kinu  maimer  before  confession  was  made."     The  •  -j •*'-*" 

'  I  >■  -ii^LisN  /•■  r.j    ■.  •  I'itcairn'-.  Criminal  TruUi,  voL  1.  p.  \7}^  "' 

*  /H*/."t,  l>.  219.  •  ibiJtm^  I».  215. 
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rinkis"  or  "pinniewinks '"  are  supposed  lo  have  been  similar 
0  the  tkumbiekins,  or  thumbscrews. 

Thomas  Palpla  (probably  Paplay),  a  servant  of  the  Master  of 
)r|[ney,  was  so  tortured  to  extract  a  confession  from  him,  that 
.1  Ust  "thay  left  nather  flesch  nor  hyde  vpoun  him."  At 
ler  execution  on  the  16th  December.  1594,  "Apud  Kirk- 
lall  vpoun  the  Heding-hill,"  when  "Thomas  Swynloun 
(inister  at  Kirkwall,  Johnne  Stewart  Reidar  ihair,  Mr.  Gyl- 
CTt  Body,  Minister  att  Holm,  Alexander  Somerwall  in  Deirnes, 
ohnne  McKen2ie.  Dauid  Moncrief  seruitour  to  my  Lord  Erll 
f  Orknay,  and  Gylbert  Pacock,  with  sindry  vtheris,"  were 
resent,  Alyson  withdrew  her  first  confession,  which  she  had 
Mde  under  promise  of  life  to  the  "  Persoun  of  Ropher  "  who 
raa  have  been  that  Henry  Colville,  of  whom  we  have  heard 
*fore,  and  of  whom  we  shall  hear  again. 

On  this  second  declaration  of  Alyson  and  on  one  made  by 
ohn  Paplay  at  his  execution,  the  jury,  of  which  "  I^urencc 
Ituce  of  Cullman-Lundie"  was  one,  '  tTand  the  said  Johnne 
lewart  Maister  of  Orknay  to  lie  Actjuit,  and  innocent  of  the 
iill  cr)'mes  and  [Kiyntis  of  Ditlay  particularlie  above  niention- 
',  ijuhairof  he  wes  accusit." 

Earl  Patrick  seems  to  have  been  well-bred  on  both  sides  for 
ppression  and  cruelty,  as  Gilbon,  fourth  Earl  of  Cassillis,  his 
icle,  was  accused  in  1568  of  having  "  roasted  "  Alan  Stewart, 
ommendator  of  Crossregal,'  because  he  refused  to  sign  a  feu- 
^larier  of  the  lands  of  the  Abbey.  This  roasting  the 
■libot  is  thus  quaintly  described:" — "And  quhane  he  fand 
"n  obstinatt,  at  last  tuik  him  and  band  him  to  ane 
■rnii;,  and  sett  his  bair  legis  to  ane  gritt  fyr,  and  e\treymly 
wni  him,  that  he  was  ewer  tliairefter  onabill  of  his 
■ggis,"  EatI  Gilbert  is  also  described  in  the  Jlistorit  as 
■inc  werry  greidy  manne,  and  caintl  nocht  how  he  gatl  land, 
'  thai  he  culd  cum  he  ihe  samin  ;  and  for  that  cans,  he 
"tttit  in  bloking  with  ane  Abbot  of  Glcnhise,  concerning  thi; 

'  Douglas's  Para;t,  vol.  i.  p.  332. 
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Abacie,  to  tak  the  samin  in  few  ;  bot,  or  he  gatt  the  m 
formitt,  the  Abbott  deitt.  And  than  he  deltt  with  ai 
off  the  samin  Abacie,  ()uha  culd  counterfitt  the  Abd 
writt,  and  all  the  haill  Conventtis ;  and  gartt  him  a 
thair  subscri|)tiones.  And  quhanc  he  had  gottine  tl 
done,  feirin^  that  the  Monk  wald  rcweill  itt,  he  cai 
rairill,  quhilk  they  raliit  (ramachaine,  to  stik  (him) ;  ai 
for  fcir  that  cairl  had  rewcillit,  he  garit  his  fader-broc 
of  Bargany  (Barquhouny)  accuse  this  cairll  for  thift,  i 
him  in  CorsragcU.  And  sa  the  landis  of  Glenl 
conqueist." 

The  Yjm\  of  Carrick,  whilst  still  only    Master  of 
married,  in  1604,  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  oC 
of  Nottingham,  by  whom  he  had  only  one  child,  a 
Margaret,  who  married  Sir  John  Murray.   Of  this  inairi 
was  also  an  only  daughter  Margaret,  who  was  marr» 
the  second  time  to  Sir  John  Heath  of  Basted*  Kent, 
she  had  an  only  child  Margaret,  who  married  Georg 
fourth  Baron  Willoughby  de  Broke. 

ICday  may  l)e  termed  the  Orcadian  Yell,  occnp 
the  same  position  towanls  the  rest  of  the  Orkney 
northern    island  does   to  the    rest  of  the  Shetl 
Like    Yell,    Eday    has    immense    peat    beds»    f 
Stronsay,  Sanday,  and   North   Ronaldsay  are  su 
fuel.     The  Yarpha  peat  of  Eday  is  also  said  to 
8uitable  for  distilleries.     Even  in  Jo  Ben's  day  N' 
say  was  utterly  destitute  of  fuel,  as  he  says, 

"Carent  iinic,  nisi  al^t  marinis  »iccis  cespitct  vrro 
niinime  in    iq^ne  lucentes    luce  vero  qna  hyeme  fnnii 
ptscinm  e-t,  vel  ex  alxlomine  :  et  ex  ftercorihits  pcccomi 
et  sole  arefactis  optinms  foca^  c-t." 

.\  pe3tal>ounding  district  is  usually,  more 
of  sthenic  interest,  and  E<lay  is  no  exception  to 

Calf  .Sound,  however,  is  very  |)icturesquc,  an 
of  Eday  (211  feet)  is  very  fme.    From  a  quan) 
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good  deal  of  the  coloured  sandstones  used  in  St.  Magnus  was 
obtained. 

On  '  the  Calf  of  Eday  is,  or  was,  an  Eirde  house,  or  under- 
ground dwelling,  explored  many  years  ago  by  Mr,  Petrie.  A 
passage  165  ft.  long  led  to  a  chamber  6  ft.  a  in.  long,  2  Vi. 
S  in.  wide,  and  4  ft.  6  in.  high,  which  you  entered  by  a  door- 
way I  ft,  n  in.  wide.  Al  right  angles  to  the  first  chamber,  and 
on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  passage,  was  another  4  ft.  long, 
'  ft  8  in.  wide,  and  3  ft.  8  in.  high,  with  an  entrance  i  ft. 
1  in.  wide.  On  the  right-hand  side  were  two  chambers ;  one 
4  ft.  5  in.  long,  2  ft  6  in.  wide,  and  4  ft.  high,  with  an 
"itranci-  a  ft.  wide ;  the  other  being  3  fL  6  in.  long,  i  ft.  wide, 
3nd3  ''-  high.  Peine  remarked  what  a  very  diminutive  race 
must  have  dwelt  in  these  chambers,  but  was  of  opinion  that,  in 
*pite  of  their  pigmy  stature,  they  must  have  had  very  great 
Physical  strength  to  have  moved  the  large  masses  of  stone. 
On  the  Calf,  also,  were  the  remains  of  a  rampart  like  the 
'i-'lter  S  in  shape.  There  was  a  similar  dyke,  though  smaller, 
on  the  main  island,  which  seems  at  one  lime  to  have  had  an 
enormous  number  of  standing  stones  in  it,  as  Petrie  found 
"aces  of  ihein  stretching  in  a  straight  line  for  four  miles.  Only 
Mie  remains  at  all  perfect,  and  that  is  about  a  mile  due  south 
**f  Carrie k  House.  It  is,  however,  a  very  fme  one,  if  not  the 
'inesi  in  the  islands,  measuring  19  ft.  in  height,  7  ft.  in  width, 
Sid  16  in.  thick. 

The  chief  interest  att.iching  to  the  island,  however,  arises 
from  ihe  fact  of  Calf  .Sound  having  been  the  scene  of  the 
■^piure  of  Cow,  the  pirate,  and  his  brother  ruffians,  by  James 
'■"ea  the  younger  of  Clestrain,  who  at  that  day  owned  Carrick 
^iouse,  if  not  all  the  island.  Fea,  who  seems  to  have  been  an 
Active,  energetic  sort  of  man,  had  been  l.iying  i)l,Tns  for  the 
apture  of  the  Ra-engc,  whilst  she  lay  at  Stromnes.s,  and  Gow 
'I'lKars  to  have  he;ird  of  them  and  delermintd  to  pay  him  off 
"^i  meddling,  \\lien,  therefore,  tlie  Revm^f  left  .Siromness, 
**  order  to  put  Fea  off  his  guard  Gow  sailed  away  north  round 

■/■™,  Hcol.   AnI.   voLii.p.  IS5. 
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PajKi  Wcstray.     Fca  had,  however,  as  the  police  say,  got  •• 
oltuc  '*  and  had  a  fuirty  assembled  ready  for  all  emcrgcnc: 

In  beating    up    Calf  Sound  on  the  13th  February,  17^  _.,■ 
Gow  ran  his  craft  ashore  off  the  Calf  nearly  opposite  the  Ivr?c' 
ing  phue  on  the  Carriek  side,  and,  as  he  had  only  one  k-u* 
with   him,  had    the   impudence    to    send  over  to  Camck  \^ 
assistance  to  help  him  to  warp  her  olf.     To  this  rcfjucs:  Ff- 
sent  an  evasive  anNWcr.  and,  when  (inw  landed  an  armed  ^'?» 
later  on  in  the  day,  <iiptured  them  by  stratagem  at  the  [tU- 
house,  which  j)r(>bal)ly  (iccupicd  tlie  site  of  the  prexrni  ii^L*-; 
house  kept  by   Mr.  Marwick.     After  several  letters  h.\d  tc" 
interciianged,  ijuw   was  captured  on  the  Calf  on  the  lothi* 
James  Fea,  of  Whitehall,  in  Stronsay,  the  man  who  intn.^- r-. 
kelp-making  into  the  inlands. 

The  crew  were  then  captured  in  detail,  and  on  the  so: 
February  were  h;;nded  over  to  Captain  Robinson  of  the  Hitf. ' 
frig.itc,  who  afterwards  carried  the  Rn^rnge  with  her  f^f" 
south,  (jow  and  several  of  the  princi|Ml  culprits  were  fot^'- 
guilty  of  piracy,  but  do  n<»l  appear  t«i  have  been  executed  rJl  ^*-^ 
I  ith  of  August,  1729,  more  than  four  years  afterwards ;  a  <kJ* 
that  seems  extraordinary,  even  allowing  that  witnesses  hat! ' 
be  fetched  from  the  West  Indies.*  Amongst  the  (lov  rorr- 
ponden<e  ^iven  in  Peterkin's  A"! ►/*-.<  is  one  from  Gow  to  M'^ 
Fea,  in  whit  h  he  tries  to  punL.iNe  her  good  offices  with  ^^ 
husiund  by  the  present  of  a  Ainch  gown.  There  isato  Jlf"^ 
from  a  Miss  IJcliv  Moo<lie  to  Fea,  and  Fea's  answer.  iSffA"- 
)ic*ndi\  Q,  pp.  626  8).  It  does  not  ap]>ear  clear,  whether  V-'* 
.Moodie  her>elf  hail  been  "carrying  (»n  "  m'ith  (low,  wheihc?"*^ 
referred  \k\  Miss  (lonlon,  who  did  not  wish  her  name  to  a|t<* 
or  whether,  womanlike.  Miss  I5etty  thought  she  might  find**' 
some  ni<  e  (h.i  fit  able  things  about  her  dearest  friends.  Fe-' 
f  »r  the  cajiture  t»f  (iovv,  is  sai<l  to  have  recci^etl  j{,'i,iM^f^ 
(lovernuunt,  /*.^co  \\^x  salvage,  and  X400  from  the  mefchir'* 
kA  l^md^n  for  relieving  them  of  such  a  pest  as  the  Opoi^^' 
C.»p*;iin  Kidd  must  have  been.  In  spite,  however,  o«  l  ' 
>  >cc  AiiKTH-iix  1'.  I  p.  633  637.         ■  Fea**  C^mtidtraiimM^  |<  i  ?  ' 
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ery  considerable  amount  of  prize-money,  when  we  consider 
he  time,  Fca  is  said  lo  have  been  ruined  through  Ihe  numerous 
■uiis,  which  were  trumped  up  against  him  in  the  courts  for 
lis  share  in  Gow's  capture.  This  may  have  led  to  his  throwing 
himself  so  warmly  on  to  the  Jacobite  side  in  1745,  for  his  share 
in  which  rising  his  house,  at  Sound,  in  Shapinsay,  which  had 
{assed  into  his  possession  by  his  marriage  vrith  Mrs.  Buchanan, 
was  burnt  down  by  the  Hanoverians,  who  seemed  to  have 
behaved  with  the  grossest  brutality  to  Mrs,  t'ca. 

John  Fea,'  great  grandson  of  John  Fca  of  Clestron,  and  great 
grand  nephew  of  James  Fea,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years 
ia  January,  i86z,  after  a  chequered  career,  having  fought  at 
Trafalgar  in  Ihe  Indefatigable,  and  afterwards  deserted,  spend- 
ing forty-eight  years  of  his  life  in  the  employ  of  the  Leilh  and 
Clyde  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Hebden,  the  present  owner  of  Kday,  has,  in  Carrick 
House,  a  bi.'ll  said  to  have  belonged  to  !lic  Revenue,  on  which  is 
'lit  "Deo  Soli  Gloria,  1640,"  and  which  bell  was  obtained, 
'ome  years  ago,  in  Stronsay.  As,  however,  the  motto  is  the 
•Jme  thai  Neill  saw  over  the  gateway  of  Stove  in  Sanday,  a 
mansion  that  belonged  originally  to  the  Feas,  the  hdl  is  more 
Wely  10  have  come  from  Whitehall.  If  the  bell  really  was 
'i";d  on  board  the  Reveir^e.  the  motto  nuist  have  been  curiously 


Westi-ay. 

^\lien  a  nor'-wester  is  blowing  thore  is 
ouiside   the    Red    Head,   all    the   worse 
i"ovtrb  before-quoted^  is  verifie 
'''  ilic  Rousay  hills,  as  you  stand  over  to  Si; 


t  bit  of  sea  just 

I    the   Orc^idian 

get  some  pretty  views 

Head,  whence 


V'u  make    for    il' 
Holland,  and  then  c 
''■mains  for  the  nighi 


of    I'apa    VVestmy,    just  \ 
to  Pierowall,  where  the  sti 


mforlable  little    lodging-house    kept    by 
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Mrs.  R<)**io,  ihc  wife  of  the  engineer  of  the  Orindij^At'^*.' 
the  pier,  and  a  licensed  hoUM.*  at  the  head  of  the  luy.  I^s 
this  island  mu^l  have  l)een  a  threat  haunt  <if  the  N«ir-H:mc:n  :r.  ?■ . 
Viking  period  is  ^hown  by  the  >\v<irds  )>eruliar  to  that  JjcTiC 
shield!  )osses,  tortoise  bro<M  hes,  and  other  rclirN  that  irom  tia? 
to  time  have  been  dJMOvered  in  the  nuninds  on  the  lir'i* 
of  Pierowall.  In  one  of  lhe>e  ^ra\e  mounds  were  fiurdi  \:< 
skeletons  of  a  man  and  of  his  horse,  a  shield-lH»Ns,  ami  rr^;  ' 
bronze.  Many  of  these  reli(  s,  of  the  i>eriod  of  Norse  hej:'r<'' 
dom,  are  now  in  the  National  Museum  at  Kdmbur^h.  Tcri* 
is  the  J/oJ/i  of  tlie  Orknnin^^ii  Sai^it,  where  Jarl  kuv:r.w.': 
landed,  after  L*ni  hail  rendered  the  beacon  on  Fair  Isle  UK.ir^ 
.And,  somewhere  in  the  nei^'hbourhi>od,  he  was  viMlcd  N>'"« 
monks  from  KUer  Ilolm,  whose  ;;arb  mi  tickled  the  ll"^  • 
of  the  rhyming  Jarl,  that  he  improvised  the  following  l:nt> 

••  Sixtfon  hn\«'  I  st'cn  t  igcthcr. 
With  ii  small  tr.ft  on  their  f  irrhcniU  ; 
Surely  tht'NC  ;iic  wnincii  c  •nu!ij». 
Ail  vMthoUt  tlii-ir  g  'Itloii  triiiUci^. 
Ntiw  m.i)  wc  <if  I  hi'.  Inr-ir  wilnt--*-*. 
Ill  the  \\i>t  hero  all  the  iiunieEi'* 
\\  e.ir  thtir  h.iir  Nhurt— lh.it  i-^le  I.!  :i 
L.O'o  <»ut  III  the  <vt-trii>v  i-ce.iii. " 

Here,  too,  he  <  h.iftl<i  tanner  Kui;i.  aftvr  i:enerou>ly  rtleu-J^* 
him  from  the  fetters  his  followers  liad  adorned  him  •••'• 
anil  toM  him  in  rhyme,  that  he  must  not  hold  any  Dof» 
"  .Moonlight  *'  meetings. 

Weslrav  in  Roman  ( 'atholic  days  was  divided  into  f^^ 
parishes,  of  whiih  the  <  hun  h  of  one,  called  Cro>«  Kirt*** 
«)n  the  shores  of  the  Hay  of  Skea,  whilst  ihc  church  ^^^ 
other  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  and  known  as  l^dy  Kiri^* 
the  shores  of  Pierowall  \Vx\. 

There  was  also  a  church  on  I*a|»a  Westray  dedicated  xo^'"'' 
iKinit'ace.  and  which  was  "  ane  |»endicle  to  our  l^idy  paroatiufl^ 
as  said  is.*'     In  the  rejK)rts  *  made  to  Bishop  Grohoxn  in  i^'T- 

*  rtftcrkui\  AVn.M.V,  No.  III.  p.  $2. 
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e  find  thai  the  minister  of  the  united  parish  received  from  the 
J ng's Chamberlain  ^200  in  respect  of  Cross  Kirk,  and  ^»oo 
n  strving  Boniface  In  addition  to  which  endowment  the 
ihatiitants  of  Westray  seem  to  have  compounded  for  meat 
nd  boat  tithes,  with  two  chalders  of  here,  two  barrels  and  a 
alf  of  butter,  six  stone  of  wool,  and  thirty  lambs,  whilst 
IE  inhabitants  of  Papa  paid  £,i'i  in  money.  The  money 
f  course  being  Scots  currency.  Lady  Church  has  only  the 
wfofT;  and  the  walls  and  gables  are  still  entire  Not  far 
ora  the  church  is  a  Pict's  house,  or  underground  chamber 
escribed  by  Captain  Thomas,'  It  is  now,  however,  nearly 
lied  up  by  sand.  There  are  one  or  two  gloups  out  by  Skail 
lear.Akemess,  which,  when  a  nor'-wester  is  blowing  and  farcing 
hewater  through  the  blow-ho!es,  must  be  well  worth  seeing,  and 
here  are  one  or  two  picturesquely  arched  slacks,  but  the  cliff- 
ine  between  there  and  Rack  Wick  is  of  no  great  height,  and, 
'!'"i.lJl  when  a  gale  is  on,  the  visitor  to  the  island,  unless  he 
'■inii  "to  kill  time,"  may  as  well  proceed  straight  to  Noltland 

^^tle.  Tliis  consists  of  a  building  in  the  form  of  a  parallelo- 
.nm,  measuring  86  ft.  lo  in.  E.  and  W.,  and  36  ft.  3  in.  N.and 
>■,  and  having,  at  the  S.  Wand  N.K  corners,  rectangular  towers. 
Jn  itie  S.  .side  was  a  courtyard,  along  the  S.  side  of  which  wert 
'uildings,  now  destroyed.  This  courtyard  and  other  buildings 
''i^re  not,  however,  according  to  Bilhngs,*  part  of  the  original 
'uilding,  as  they  would  have  masked  the  fire  of  the  embrasure^ 
"port-holes  which  are  so  numerous,  that,  combined  with  the 
^tneral "  bulky  "  appearance  of  tlie  building,  Billings  was  almost 
'f  opinion  that  a  sailor-architect  must  have  been  employed, 
'ihoever  he  was,  according  to  tradition,  his  remains  were  im- 
mured in  the  walls  of  the  great  staircase,  which  occuiiies  the 
■outh-western  tower,  and  is  the  archilcclural  fe.iture  of  the 
'uiiding.     Of  it  Hillings  says  : 

"  A  good  notion  of  its  dimensions  may  be  formed  from  the 
^^t  of  the  central   column,  or  newel,  being  nearly  one  y.ird 
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in  diameter.  The  ik'stnirtion  of  its  pyramidal  tcrniinai  i^  ir..* 
to  l)c  regretted,  lor  this  staircase  is  iicrlettly  unii^ue,  cpc^aiii 
the  guardroom  at  its  summit ;  here,  supi^osing  an  cncn-.j  \^ 
liave  gained  |M)sses>ion  of  the  stairs,  and  alwut  cnter-ir.^  • 
fancied  safety,  he  would  have  to  encounter  the  aim  ui  h:d<icr- 
foes,  whose  fire  would  he  directed  from  the  shot-hole  bc'r  "■: 
the  central  <'olumn/' 

Several  steps  are  l)rokcn  close  to  the  second  Undine  i"'- 
though  a  very  active,  stcadyhcatlcd  man  might  irow'.^* 
/liii/ui  valde  defUndits^  it  would  he  riNky  w(»rk. 

The  ground  floor  of  the  main  Imilding  is  vaulted  1hr■rJC^-^' 
with  a  continuous  semi  lircular arch,  and  was  devoted,  arrorc 
ing  to  Hillings,  to  the  kitchen  and  great  hall,  the  bite?  ^'^ 
which  being  42  U.  3  in.  l)y  15  ft.  2  in.  In  this  ajartiocr.' 
is  a  gigantic  oiK:n  rirej)lacc  at  which  Juml»o  might,  aJmu*J. 
l)e  roasted  whole.  Sir  Henry  Dryden.  however,  is  of  ojun.*" 
that  what  Hillings  terms  the  **  (treat  Hall"  was  in  reality'  - 
kitchen,  and  that  the  **(;real  Hall"  was  on  the  first  i--' 
There  is  another  stain  a^c  at  the  N.K.  c<imer,  by  »-' 
y<Mi  <\in  a.M'end  t<»  ilie  top  of  the  tower.  The  upper  ^vs^^- 
however,  renuire  vou  to  keep  vour  eves  alxuit  \o!:.  a*  c^«;^ 
here  and  there  are  ugly  holes  in  the  stone  fi(K)ring. 

Owing   to   the   coriUision   «hich    so    long    existed    Ict'f**" 
Adam  I»othwell,  the  tlrst  hishtiji  after  the  Kefomiatitm.  aod--* 
c<msin.  the  accursed  jilotter  of  the  Kirk  i»f  Field  tragcdr.  t.-* 
(astle  was  long  sup|M)seil  to  have  Keen  built  by  the  biter  i*J^ 
asylum  for  .Mary  Stuart.      It  was,  hnwever,  commenctd  H  ^'' 
great  Hishoj)  TuHihIi  when  (ItiVL-rnor  of  the  islands  1422-1**^ 
and  a  stone,  having  the  leitLTs  T.  T.  and  a  kneeling;  fi^juft  ^* 
a  hiNhop,  act«)r«lirig  to  Hilhngs.  ornamented  the  capital  d"^ 
pilLir  which   supiM)rtcd   the  great  staircase.     This  >:onc  ^' 
still  he  there,  hut.  if  it  i^,  the  writer  must  have  misM.'d  it  wte-"' 
the  castle  in  iSSo.     lie  wa^  tlien  told,  that  a  stone  beanni:^*'' 
armorial  hearing-,  of  the  builder  and  the  date  of  the  crectK*^* 
the  iKiiliiing  had.  some  years  before,  Inrcn  deliberately  «!  «* 
by  s')me  (joth  of   a    farmer,  to  make  cither  a   qneni  ff  ^ 
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nortar  for  preparing  biirslin.  Jo  Ben  ajioke  of  [he  building  as 
■emg  in  his  day  "  excellentissima  ara  sive  castellum,  sed  nondum 
amen  adhuc  ^completa." 

Under  Adam  Bolhwell's  feu  the  castle  became  the  property 
>f  Sir  Gilbert  Balfour,  who  died,  as  before  menlionerf,  in 
iweden,  leaving  a  son  Archibald,  on  whose  death  without  issue 
he  estates  devolved  on  his  cousin,  Sir  Michael  Balfour,  who, 
iMording  to  Billings,  held  the  castle  for  some  time  against  Earl 
i'jirick.  After  Corbiesdale  some  of  the  officers  of  Montrose's 
iftny  were  shellercd  here  by  Patrick  Balfour,  an  act  for 
'hich  he  had  to  fly  to  Holland. 

In  1745-46  William  Balfour,  like  others  of  the  Orcadian 
[entry,  was  intriguing  on  behalf  of  the  young  Chevalier,  if  not 
nore  openly  engaged  in  his  behalf.  For  this,  it  is  said,  Nolt- 
and  was  fired  by  the  Hanoverians,  and  has  since  remaitied  a 
oofless  shell  The  view  from  the  tower  is  a  very  pretty  one, 
;nd  as  you  sit  watching  the  starlings,  which  simply  swarm. 
Oil  cannot  help  musing  over  the  scenes  this  rude  old  pile,  the 
'nlv  non-ecclesiastical  Orcadian  building  of  Scandinavian 
imts,  except  the  northern  bit  of  the  Palace  at  Birsay,  which 
lill  survives,  has  witnessed. 

About  a  mile  or  so  beyond  the  caslle,  you  come  to  that  part 
flbechff-line,  in  which  "the  Gentlemen's  Ha"  or  Cave  is 
'luainl.  To  reach  it,  you  have  to  walk  along  a  shelf  of  rock, 
liich  in  one  place  has  given  way,  for  about  a  yard  or  so,  a 
bsrn  over  which  you  have  10  step  at  a  height  of  eighty  feet 
r  M  above  the  sea. 

1  hat  crossed  the  rest  is  said  to  be  ea-^y  enough.  In  ihii 
"•e,  or  caves,  for  there  are  said  to  be  two  at  least,  William 
alfour,  Stewart  of  Briigh,  and  other  Jacobites,  took  refuge 
''«n  "wanted"  in  1746,  occasionally  shifting  their  cjuartcrs  to 
'Ulher  cave  at  Rapness,  at  the  other  end  of  the  island,  which 
easier  of  access,  but,  being  on  a  grassy  slope,  requires  care  to 
Invent  slipjiing  in  wet  weather  About  liiree-iiuarters  of  a 
Is:  beyond  the  Centlemen's  Ha  you  come  to  Ramna  Gto. 
long,  narrow  cleft,  which  nms  .'iome  distance  into  the  land, 
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in  diameter.  I'he  destruction  of  its  pyramidal  teiminal  i$  mi. 
to  be  regretted,  for  lliis  staircase  is  perfectly  unique,  cipecu 
the  guardroom  at  its  summit ;  here,  supix)sing  an  cnear 
have  gained  possession  of  the  stairs,  and  about  cntchnc  { 
fancied  safety,  he  would  have  to  encounter  the  aim  of  hidde 
foes,  whose  fire  would  be  directed  from  the  shot-hole  bdin 
the  central  column/' 

Several  steps  are  broken  close  to  the  second  landing,  ind 
though  a  very  active,  steady-headed  man  might  crow  ihj 
hiatus  valdf  dfjlendus^  it  would  be  risky  work. 

The  ground  floor  of  the  main  building  is  vaulted  thruughoc 
with  a  continuous  semi  circular  arch,  and  was  devoted,  orconl 
ing  to  Hillings,  to  the  kitchen  and  great  hall,  the  Litter  < 
which  being  42  ft.  3  in.  by  15  ft.  2  in.  In  this  aparcnet 
is  a  gigantic  ojK'n  fireplace  at  which  Jumln)  might,  almotj 
be  roasted  whole.  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  however,  ijk  of  opnuo 
that  what  Billings  terms  the  **  CJreat  Hall"  was  in  rcaiiiTih 
kitchen,  and  that  the  ** Great  Hall'*  was  on  the  first  to 
There  is  another  staircase  at  the  N.K.  comer,  by  »hjt 
you  <an  ascend  to  the  lop  of  the  tower.  The  upper  >ionc 
however,  retjuire  you  to  keep  your  eyes  alxnit  yi>i:.  a*  ort 
here  and  there  are  ugly  holes  in  the  stone  tlooring. 

Owing  to  the  confusion  which  so  long  existed  lictwee 
Adam  IJothwell,  the  first  bishop  after  the  Reformation,  imihi 
<*ousin,  the  accursed  plotter  of  the  Kirk  of  Field  tra^cdr.  ifai 
castle  was  long  supi>osed  to  have  l>een  built  by  the  Utter  2Si 
asylum  for  Mary  Stuart.  It  wa^*,  however,  commenced  by  th 
great  Hisho])  TulhK'h  when  (iovcrnor  of  the  islands  1422-144^ 
and  a  stone,  having  the  letters  T.  T.  and  a  kneel'.ng  figaic  c 
a  bishop,  according  to  Hillings,  ornamented  the  capital  of  tb 
pilLir  which  su))i>orted  the  great  staircase.  This  >tonc  nu 
still  l>e  there,  but,  if  it  is,  the  writer  must  have  miNsexi  it  wbcta 
the  castle  in  1880.  He  was  then  told,  that  a  stone  bcJitnC*^ 
armorial  Inrarings  of  the  buililer  and  the  date  of  the  efcctwfio 
the  building  had,  some  years  l>efore,  l)een  delibcrateiy  cat  oi 
by  some  (joth  of   a    farmer,  to  make  cither  a   quern  or  J 
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This  church,  wliich  was '  suffered  to  go  to 
indcr  ihe  enlightened  ministry  of  Cal-l(i!Ung  Blaw,  i 
«ve  and  chanceL     The  nave*  originally  measured  19  ft  by 
3  ft  4  in.,  but  was  subsequently  itngthened  to  46  ft.  7  in. 

The  original  doorway,  afterwards  closed  up,  was  on  the 
luih  side,  and  is  nearly  complete.  East  of  this  was  a  semi- 
ipcular- headed  window,  2  ft.  7  in.  hy  iii  in.  Tlie  chancel, 
hichhad  a  cylindrical  vaulted  roof,  was  9  ft.  6  in.  by  6  fL  8  in. 
he  chancel  arch    is  entire,  and  has  "plain   angular  jambs, 

fl.  apart,  a  plain  abacus  of  schist,  and  a  semicircular  head." 

Ki  Dryden  is  of  opinion  that  the  original  ciiapel  was  erected, 
robably,  in  the  twelfth  century,  and,  possibly,  in  the  following 
nc,  it  may  hai-e  been  Ihe  church  in  which  Jarl  Rognvald  heard 
lass;  and,  about  hire,  he  may  have  mut  the  monks  from  Elier 
lolm,  who,  in  fine  weather,  would  |)robably  have  landed  on  this 
ide  of  the  island. 

Papa    li'estray. 


Sir  Uavid  Linds*v. 

This,  uidi  the  excejition  of  North  Ronaldsny,  is  tlie  most 
'orihern  of  the  Orcadian  isles,  and  there  cannot  be  much 
'iifcrencc  between  the  two  islands  in  this  resjiect.  Iloth 
■c'oni^  to  members  of  the  Traill  family,  and  the  proprietor's 
"atision  bouse,  in  both  cases,  is  cnllcd  Holland.  The  owner  (if 
'^n  Westray,  however,  is  Mr.  Traill,  of  Holland,  and  tlie  head 
'fall  [JK-  Orcadian  and  Caithness  families  of  that  name.  Unlike 
"^onli  Ronildsij,  Papa  \\  eslray  has  a  few  chffs,  and  the  bills  in 
''enorthtrn  portion  of  the  ishnd  rcich  145  feet  in  height.  At 
''s  wuthern  end  of  ihc  iihnd  is  a  loch  on  a  holm  in  which 
^  stLiattd  tht  remnins  of  a  1  tlk  thijel  of  pilgrimage,  dcdi- 

li.d  to  thit  S^lnt  IrLdwall  who  had  almost  as  many  aliasa 

1  London  pickjioclvLt 

'  Pi'U  SUU.  A!<.  vol,  vi.  p.  25;.  -  IJrvJcn'>  liuhuJ  Chunked. 
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The  chapel,  which  was  frecjiicnted  long  after  Mtst  j 
clay,  was  a  j)lain  parallelogram,  20  ft.  3  in.  by  13  ft.  10  in.. 
was  erected  on  the  site  of  an  old  broili.  Saint  Trcdwali, 
Trollhaena  of  the  Orknfyiu^a  Saga  and  Cologne  Cath< 
to  whose  interix)sition  Hishoj)  Jon  of  Caithness  owed  the  n 
ation  of  his  s|)eech  and  eyesight,  came  originally  from  Coo 
linople  with  Saint  Regulus  in  337,  when  the  relic*  of 
Andrew  were  brought  to  Scotland.  On  arriving  in,  what  b 
<alled,  Scotland,  Tr6llh;ena,  it  is  said,  led  an  eremitical  1 
Rescoby  in  Forfarshire.  Ik:ing  very  l>eautiful,  Nictanei 
prince  of  lho>e  parts,  fell  in  love  with  her,  and,  in  order  to 
him  cease  from  his  imjwrtunities,  she  plucked  out  both  her 
and  sent  them  to  him  skewered  on  a  long  thorn.  She  d 
Restalrig,  near  Kdinburgh,  where  a  chajHrl  wxs  erected  o%< 
tomb  which  seems  to  have  survived  till  the  21  si  I>ecei 
1560,  when  it  was  '*  ordained  that  the  kirk  of  Restalhg 
monument  of  idolatry  be  raysit  and  utterlie  cast  down 
destroyed.**  Tlie  destruction  of  the  chapel  at  Restaln| 
cording  to  Hiring  Gould,  was  the  first  official  act  of  icooo 
in  Scotland  after  the  Reformation. 

There  was  another  <  hajjcl  dedicated  to  her  at  Kintn 
in  Sutherlandshiro,  which  mav  have  been  the  shnne  thcf 
Hishoj)  Jon  to.  Neale'  says  there  was  a  curious  tradition 
this  loch,  that  its  waters  always  turned  red  Inrforc  a  death  i 
roval  familv.  The  kirk  of  Saint  Bcmiface,  which  lies  noi 
Holland,  is  an  old  church,  and  prolxably  a  pre-refbni 
building,  as  it  has  a  chancel,  which  for  some  time  ha* 
used  as  a  vault  by  the  Traill  family.  The  churchyard  t 
neatly  kept,  and  some  fuchsias  and  other  |>lants  have 
planted  round  the  walls,  a  very  pleasing  contrast  in  this  K 
to  the  Westray  l)urial-groun(ls.  In  addition  to  these  cha 
there  are  said  to  have  been  two,  and  it  may  be  more,  di 
on   the  island. 

^   I )r} lien's  RuinfJ  CkurKhn, 

'   Harint^'Ctould's  /.rrr/  0/  tht  Saimti,  rcX.  \.  p.  1%X 

*  Ncalc'-N  EicUsiolo^ual  NtffeSt  p.  II 3. 
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lie  north  end  of  the  island  is  a  very  fine  cave  like  a 

of  a  beehive,  said  to  Ije  76  ft  high  by  60  wide,  and 

as  Habra  Hcllyer,  access  to  wliich  is  very  easy  except 
tide.  From  this  point  you  get  a  good  view  of  the  Bore 
1,  and,  with  a  nor'-wester  on,  and  spring  tidt's,  this 
isl  be  worth  seeing.  A  little  south  of  the  Mull  Head 
east  side  is  Fowls  Craig,  where,  in  Shirrcfi's'  day, 
lus    quantities    of    Auks    (Common    Guillemot,    Una 

were  caught,  either  by  means  of  horsehair  nooses  al 
1  of  a  light  slender  rod,  or  by  letting  down  a  net  oier 
flilh  of  a  geo.  On  one  occasion,  from  one  geo  alone, 
;n  l^d  got  seventy  score  in  a  day  ;  and  for  the  feathers 
:her  lot  got  out  of  another  geo  in  two  days  by  one  boat, 
teeper  in  Westray  is  said  to  have  given  ^9  i8j.  sterling  1 
ie  are  the  birds  that  gave  their  tee-name  to  the  Westray 
The  I'apa  people  were  called  Dundies  or  "  poor  cod," 

Earl  Patrick's  Rental^  in  1595,  we  find  "ane  rig  callit 
CHOIR  payand  I  dossoon  fische,"  and,  that  "iheKingis 
f  Wostra  pnyis  ....  dessonis  of  kealding,"  i.e.,  cod. 
■ishop's  land  in  "Wostra"  paid  "  .  .  .  .  dessonis  of 
"  These  "kealding"  or"lteling"  and  the  "oystaris"  at 
-lopo  arc  the  only  instances  of  fish  being  used,  in  the 
,  as  an  dcmunt  of  value,    llcfore  visiting  the  Holm  of 

permission  should  be  obtained  at  Holland  lo  land 
At    the  north  end  of  this  little    islcl,  in  ^ome  bnrial 

s,  ttvrt;  discovered  no  less  than  twenty-eight  crowns 
rantJL-rs,  an  extraordinary  number,  all  things  considered, 
bund  in  so  small  a  spot.     In  a  mound,  close  to  the  edge 

clilTs,  at  the  sontli  end  of  ihe  islet,  the  finest  chambered 
I  in  the  Orkneys,  after  Maes  Howe,  and,  ])erhai)s, 
jrncss,  was  opened  by  Cajitain  Thomas  over  thirty  years 

Contrary  to  the  other  Orcadian  instances,  in  this  case 
tund  is  ellijitical,  the  largest  diameter  being  1 15  ft.,  anil 

orlest  55  ft.;  height   10  It.  above  natural  surface;  and 

nefls  Orhiey.  .Appenilis  i.  |..  59. 

nkin'i.  KiiiUis,  No.  II.  =  .Aiih^slogia,  vol.  xsxn. 
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the  whole  is  rin  umscrilHrd  by  a  low  retaining  wall  i  or^r. 
hij^h.  A  lonj;  narrow  |>assa;:e  2  ft.  8  in.  hi^h.  1  ft.  1:  -. 
liroad,  and  18  ft.  long,  leads  from  the  eastern  >ide  t«j  ihcrjs 
ehamlnrr,  45  ft.  long,  5  ft.  broad,  an<l  10  or  11  ft.  in  hci:"?. 
in  the  centre.  At  earh  end  of  lliis  main  rhaml<'  rf 
shorter  rhaml>ers,  on  the  same  line,  ronnerted  with  1!  \^  \ 
I):)ssage.  To  each  of  these  chamlnrrs  are  three  relU  or  *:J 
^mailer  chaml>ers;  and  on  eai  li  side  of  the  main  chambr  iff 
one  double  chamlKT  and  two  single  onev  AH  thtrs«  are  be?- 
hive  in  form,  and  the  entrances  vary  from  20  in.  to  24  :r.  ^^• 
height,  and  from  13  in.  to  24  in.  in  breadth. 

The  floor  of  the  main  chaml)er  in  this  mound,  cvlusu  ci 
^ide  cells,  contains  320  s<|uare  ft.,  of  Maes  Howe  225  i*;t;^ 
ft,,  of  Qutntemess  140  sjjuare  ft.,  and  <»f  the  one  on  Wnidr-rd 
50  square  ft. 

Eider  ducks  in  f<»rmcr  vears  bred  here  in  cofwidcnNf 
numbers,  and  they  arc  saiil  to  be  coming  luck  agaia  !>.:• 
isle,  tCK),  was  the  la>t  i»Iace  in  l^ritain  where  the  Great  .\.'i 
(AUa  ifnpentiis)  was  known  to  breeil  ;  and  a  juir  kn*** 
as  the  King  and  (Jiicen  of  the  Auks  nested  here  till  iM> 
when  one  of  the  juir  was  shot  for  Mr.  Hullot  k,  and  :♦  ^•• 
in  the  c dllection  at  the  P.ritish  Mu*ieum. 

A  (ireat  .Xuk  *  was  obtaineii  alive  by  Dr.  Fleming  from  tv 
isle  of  Scalpa,  or  (ilass,  off  Harris,  in  August.  1S21.  ^'' 
cruising  round  the  coast  of  S«  otland  with  the  Commiw-:*^^' 
of  N(»rthern  Lights.  This  Auk  es<apcd  a  few  weeks  inr^- 
wards  when  put  overboard  for  its  daily  swim.  The  la*l  ♦[<•"' 
men  obtained  in  Hritish  seas  was  found  dead,  in  1S34.  ^ 
Waterford.  on  the  south-eastern  coast  of  Ireland,  and  is  do«  ■= 
the  Museum  of  Trinity  College,  I)ul»lin.  Two  (ireat  .Auk  t^ 
were  sohl  in  1S80  at  Stevens'  Auction  Rooms,  Ijordor..  •" 
l.onl  I.ilfi^rd  at  the  enormous  prices  of  ^100  and  £.^^1  •' 

The    Orkneys,   a   few   \ears  ago.   c(»uld    have  supjJicti  •"' 
matt  rials  for  an  Orcadian  Joe   Miller,  that  would  ha«e  l**" 
hard  tt»  »»urjiass  in  any  other  district  of  simiLir  area  andctiu*^? 
Wf  t.  .S.7.  ./';/.  vol.  M.I,  |-.  76  :  %ec  alM>  vol.  wt.  p.  4J^ 
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w  population.  Unfortunately,  Ihe  gcntlcmnn,  who  was 
ing  storehouse  of  these  modem  sagas,  has  dcparied  with- 

;ommitlLiig  them  lo  writing.     One  fjr  sample.    John , 

:stray  body,  about  whom  good  things  innumerable  are  told, 
his  wife  one  night ;  in  fact,  to  use  John's  own  language, 
idepsirtit."  At  daybreak  there  was  a  cry  of  "Whales  in 
jay  I "  whereupon  John,  attended  by  his  sons,  proceeds  to 
carpenter  of  the  place,  and  says,  "  My  wife  has  deparlit ; 
11  just  take  twa  chiels,  and  pour  on  and  make  a  coffin  till 
I  had  na  time  to  lake  the  right  measure  of  her  (i.e.  of  the 
se),  but  you'll  find  it  on  the  coo's  tether,  outside,  it's  just 
I  the  knot  to  the  swell."  His  directions  given,  John  walks 
U  saying  to  his  sons,  as  he  does  so,  "That's  three  of  them 
of  the  way  anyhow  1 "  meaning  that  there  would  be  three 
to  share  in  the  division  of  the  spoil,  when  the  whales  were 
ured.  A  large  number  vsere  slain,  and  a  neighbouring 
irittor  was  asked  lo  go  and  divide  the  spoil.     On  asking 

t  the  news  was  in  U'cstray,  he  was  told  John  ,////> 

',  had  lost  his  wife.  He  was  therefore  astonished  on  land- 
to  see  John  in  a  great  state  of  excitement,  who  saluted  him 
1  "Grand  doings,  laird,  grand  doings  I  "  On  being  remon- 
tul  with,  for  tieing  there  at  such  a  time,  Jofm  answered, 
vll,  you  see,  laird,  I  could  na  afford  to  lose  haith  wife 
wlialts  the  same  day." 
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I 

The  geology  of  Shetland  is  in  some  respects  more  fad 
than  that  of  Orkney.  The  j>hysical  features  of  the  tvoj 
of  islands  are  widely  different,  and  hence  we  natmilf 
to  find  a  considerable  divergence  in  their  geologkd  1 
Though  the  Old  Red  SancUtone  strata  of  Shetland  li 
yielded  such  fossil  treasures  as  their  Orcadian  reptiml 
still  this  is  in  a  groat  measure  compensated  for  by  dM 
series  of  mctamorj)hic  ro<'ks.  The  rich  varietj  ind  1 
of  the  minerals  in  the  metamorphic  scries,  the  giett 
cliffs  of  Old  Rod  S.indstone,  the  sheets  of  igneous  n 
Northmaven  and  Pa{)a  Stour,  the  proofs  of  intense  gUc 
the  remarkable  voes  or  sca-UK^hs  running  for  miles  i 
form  some  of  the  striking  geological  features  in  that 
of  islands. 

The  stratified  rocks  in  Shetland  belong  to  two  pOM 
the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  (2)  the  great  scries  of  metUB 
crystalline  rocks,  on  which  the  Old  Red  Sandstone 
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conTonnably.   In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  would 

rash  to  assign  any  definite  age  to  the  metamorphic  series ; 

that  we  know  for  certain  is,  that  they  are  older  than  the  Old 
;d  Sandstone.  These  rocks  are  termed  metamorphic  because 
iy  have  undergone  great  changes  in  lithological  character, 
narked  cr>-staUine  texture  has  been  superinduced  in  some  of 
i  beds  which  originally  were  sedimentary  deposits.  The 
-ihods  by  which  the  transformatioa  was  effected  constitute 
le  of  the  most  difficult  problems  iu  the  science  of  geology, 
ong  with  the  metamorphic  series  are  found  some  intrusive 
neoua  rocks,  and  certain  masses  which  may  be  viewed  as 
odocts  of  extreme  metamorphism.  These  may  probably 
-long  to  the  time  when  the  great  alteration  took  place  in  the 
icient  stratiiied  rocks.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some 

the  igneous  rocks  now  referred  to,  are  older  than  the  Old 
ed  Sandstone,  because  some  of  the  basement  breccias  of  the 
tier  formation  are  made  up  of  angular  fragments  of  the 
rmer. 

On  the  Mainland  the  metamorphic  series  may  be  grouped  in 
■'o  divisions,  which  are  clearly  marked  off  from  each  other  by 
siinct  lithological  characters. 

(fl,}  Dark  blue,  green  aiid  grey  clayslalcs,  and  schists  Hit!)  bands  of 
lanntes  and  limestones. 

(i.)  Coirse-grained  micaceous  and  hombleudic  gneiss,  with  associated 
neslones,  bands  of  quarUite.  chlorite-schist,  and  mica-schisl. 

The  representatives  of  the  former  series  extend  from  Fitful 
teid  northwards  by  the  Bonxie  and  Cliff  Hills  to   La\firth 

oe;  while  the  members  of  the  gneissose  division  occur  in  the 
i-itricts  of  Tingwall,  Wcisdale,  Nesting,  Lunnasting,  Dehing, 
n<i  along  the  eastern  seaboard  of  Northmaven.  Excellent  sec- 
ions  of  the  chyslate  scries  are  exposed  on  the  hills  east  of  the 
^le  of  Tingwall,  and  in  the  streams  draining  the  Quarff  and 
^nxie  Hills.  The  bands  of  limestone  associated  with  this 
"\'i wn  occur  at  Ocraquoy  and  Fladabister,  in  the  district  of  Cun- 
"ig^burgh,  and  at  I>alos  Voe  and  I.,a\firth  Voe,  north  of  Lerwick. 
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The  strike  of  these  beds,  and  indeed  of  the  gncxssose  seri«  ix. 
is  generally  N.  lo" — 20  E.,  and  though  oppf^sinjs  cii»»  -^ 
fretiiicntly  met  with  indicating  repetitions  of  the  strata,  ihc>r: 
usually  inclined  to  tlie  north  of  west  at  high  angles.  H<:'  t 
wc  have  a  gradually  ascending  scries,  tVora  the  vhi*t*  sk, 
rlayslatcs  of  the  Clin*  Hill>,  to  the  limestone  of  Tingwall  i"-: 
the  gncissose  beds  to  the  west.  The  latter  constirjte  '.^ 
central  |>art  of  the  Mainland.  The  dominant  member  of 'i* 
division  is  coarse-grained  gneiss,  var>'ing  in  character  acrcnir^ 
to  the  presence  or  absence  of  tlie  respective  minerals.  Th:: 
which  overlies  the  Tingwall  limestone  is  a  grc}'.  coarse-grai'x-: 
rock,  containing  c^uartz,  felsfvar,  and  mica,  with  some  bor- 
blende,  the  foliation  of  which  is  extremelv  well  marked.  A 
prominent  feature  of  this  series  is  the  occurrence  of  miwr? 
bc*<ls  of  limestone  which  are  well  developed  at  Tingwi- 
Whiteness,  and  Wi-isdale.  They  are  very  crystalline,  coane- 
texture,  and  of  a  blue  tint. 

To  the  persistent  trend  of  the  metamoq^hic  rocks  most  bf 
ascribe<l  the  remarkable  ridge-shaped  contour  in  the  centre  ^- 
the  Mainland.  The  coincidence  between  the  trend  of  t^- 
strata  and  that  of  the  parallel  ridges  seems  to  indicate  a  dirrr 
relationship  between  the  two ;  the  denuding  agents  l<<^' 
guided  in  their  ojx- rations  by  the  relative  hardness  and  sotCM 
of  the  materials  e\|)osed  to  their  influence.  Hence  it  folk^ 
that  we  have  a  series  of  inter*,  ening  hollows  running  panfc 
with  the  ridges,  which  usually  tem'.inate  seawards  in  ioei 
narrow  voes  or  sea-lochs.  The  erosion  of  these  hollows  to 
doubtless,  in  some  instances,  been  due  to  the  paitial  macvnlfl' 
ban<is  of  limestone  bv  tlie  chemical  action  of  carboniK^ 
waters,  inasnuic  h  as  the  outcrop  of  the  limestones  tuimifc* 
with  the  course  <if  a  loni^itudinal  hollow. 

The  small  ]»eninsul.ir  tract  at  Hillswick  Ness  in  Nofttaniita 
lyini:  between  .Sand  Witk  and  the  bay  of  Hillswick,  is  cccnffi 
]»y  members  of  the  gneissosc  series.  This  area  b  of  speoil 
intrest  ami  imitortance  on  account  of  the  great  beauty  tf' 
v.iriety  of  the  minerals  to  be  found  along  the  coast    Sockt 
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fertile  fiL-ld  for  minerals  is  rarely  met  with,  and  it  is  well  worthy 
of  detailed  examiQatioD.  The  rocks  of  the  peninsula  consist 
of  hornblendic  gneiss,  chlo rite-schist,  and  mica-scliist ;  the 
whole  series  being  traversed  by  numerous  veins  of  pink 
porphyritic  feisite.  To  the  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nidister 
bum,  on  the  east  side  of  the  peninsula,  fine  specimens  of 
hornblende  occur,  which  sometimes  contain  cavities  filled  with 
beautiful  radiating  crystals  of  epidote.  Not  far  to  tJie  south  of 
this  locality  is  a  famous  bed  of  actinolite,  referred  to  by 
Hibbert^  The  band  is  upwards  of  two  feet  in  width,  and  has 
an  exquisite  leek-green  colour.  Hard  by,  a  vein  of  precious 
serpentine  occurs,  with  a  bed  of  anthophyllite  about  two  feet 
thick.  Steatite  is  also  met  with  near  this  spot.  In  the  North 
Quin  Geo,  about  n  mile  .and  a  half  north-east  of  Hillswick 
Ness,  Professor  Heddle  found  crystals  of  fluor  spar  embedded 
in  caldte,  along  with  some  epidote.  At  a  place  called  Sandy 
Geo  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula,  massive  steatite  occurs 
along  with  chlorite.  Throughout  the  steatite  there  are  beautiful 
"rosette  crystallisations  of  ripidolite,"  the  centre  of  each  of 
which  is  occupied  by  an  octahedral  crystal  of  magnetite.  To 
the  north  of  this  locality,  at  a  spot  named  Vanlup,  fine  speci- 
mens of  kyanite  arc  met  with  in  the  quartzose  mica-schist,  the 
crystals  having  a  plumose  arrangement. 

Along  the  eastern  seaboard  of  Norlhmavcn,  the  representatives 
of  this  division  are  celebrated  for  the  beautiful  minerals  they 
yield,  more  especially  in  Colifirth  Voe,  Quyfirth  Voc,  Pundy  Geo, 
andat  Fethaland  Point.  Of  these  localities  we  can  only  refer  to 
the  two  last.  In  Kleber  Geo,  at  Fcthal.ind,  there  is  an  excellent 
exposure  of  steatite,  which  seems  to  be  regularly  interbedded 
with  the  series.  Indeed,  the  bight  receives  its  name  from  the 
presence  of  this  mineral,  as  steatite  or  soapstonc  in  Shetland  is 

'  Those  who  wish  dolailcd  descriptions  of  the  mincralogieal  locslilies  of 
Shetland  ought  to  consult  Hiblierl's  admimblt:  volume  on  "  The  Shitland 
Isles"  and  Professor  Heddlc's  enliaaptivc  papers  on  "The  Mineralogy  of 
Shetland,"  published  in  the  Mineralogical  Magazine,  from  which  aulhori- 
lies  these  details  are  lnl:cn, 

C   C    1 
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termed  '^kleber/'  or  "klemmer"  stone.  On  the  face  of  tha 
rock,  as  well  as  on  the  fallen  blocks  of  the  same  nuieri. 
remarkable  sculptures  are  to  be  seen,  in  the  form  of  squim 
and  circles,  which  arc  linked  to  each  other  in  a  pccalar 
manner.^  Similar  incisions  are  found  in  the  beds  of  ttcs- 
tite  at  Hillswick  Ness.  The  stone  is  afJmirably  adapted  fcr 
this  purpose,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  the  number  fi 
the  sculpturings,  that  this  locality  is  specially  associited  wit: 
certain  customs  of  the  ancient  Shetlanders.  On  the  clitf  tflP 
above  Kleber  Geo,  crystals  of  diallage  occur,  while  to  the  evt 
of  the  steatite,  actinolite,  ''  potstone,"  and  chlorite  are  met  viti 
In  Pundy  Geo,  which  is  situated  not  far  to  the  south  of  Fedo- 
land  Point,  Professor  Heddle  found  picrolite,  actinolite,  lad 
chlorite.  Near  the  high-tide  mark  a  band  of  chlorite  oota 
six  feet  in  width,  in  wliich  are  embedded  octahedral  cryftab  oi 
magnetite.  The  specimens  from  this  band  are  exutBdv 
beautiful,  and  deservedly  rank  amongst  the  best  which  hare  fC 
been  found  in  Scotland. 

The  coarse-grained  gneiss  of  Whalsay  and  the  Out  Skcrriek 
with  the  associated  limestones,  is  merely  the  prolongatioo  ei 
the  Mainland  series  ;  and  the  same  remark  is  applicable  to  tk 
gneiss  occurring  in  Yell. 

The  structure  of  Unst  and  Fetlar  is  somewhat  diffeieiit,  ir 
asniuch  as  these  isles  contain  well-marked  zones  of  serpentiK 
and  gabbro.  In  Unst,  the  Vallaficid  ridge,  which  flanks  tk 
western  seaboard,  whose  highest  elevation  is  aboat  697  fed,  • 
mainly  occupied  by  coarse-grained  gneiss,  dipping  to  the  sotfk 
of  cast  at  comparatively  high  angles.  On  the  eastern  riopci<' 
the  ridge  the  gneiss  is  succeeded  by  grey  mica-sdiisis  aal 
i;reen  chlorite-srhisls,  and  these  are  overlaid  in  turn  by  Uhd 
prapliite  s<'hists.  These  dark  schists  seem  to  occupy  a  toknblf 
c()n^)t.^Ilt  hori/on  wiih  reference  to  the  masses  of  serpentiiC 
and  i;abbro,  as  they  usually  crop  out  along  the  mai)giii  of  ^ 


'•    Ihcc  sculpiurc'.  liavr  \  vrn  i1t-.ml»C'l  i:\  a  letter   from  Mr. 
i'  <(.K!iurn  to  the  Kov.  <'icnr^c  Gonlon,   LI.. P.,  of  Dirvie.      Sec  /*•• 

.V.  .•/,   j'ln/.  \oI.   xi:.  V.   iK  2. 
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>  occupied  by  these  masses,  and  generally  dip  underneath 
n.  In  the  north  of  the  island  the  schistose  rocks  consli- 
I  the  hills  round  Saxevord,  and  they  also  reappear  in  the 
th-east  comer  of  TJnst,  where  they  cover  a  strip  of  ground 
ut  a  mile  in  breadth  between  Skuda  Sound  and  Muness 
tic.    The  masses  of  serpentine  and  gabbro  in  Unst  form 

pazallel  zones,  crossing  the  island  from  south-west  to  nortli- 
:  J  the  serpentine  lying  to  the  west  of  the  gabbro.  The 
lentine  area  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  though  somewhat 
5u!ar  in  outline ;  at  the  northern  limit  between  Balliasta 
k  and  Swcna  Ness,  the  mass  is  nearly  two  miles  in  breadth, 

as  it  is  traced  southwards  it  diminishes  to  half  a  mile. 
)lher  patch  of  gabbro  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  promontory 
:  of  the  ruin  of  Muness  Castle. 

'he  structure  of  the  northern  portion  of  Fetlar  is  compara- 
ly  simple.  The  central  hollow  coincides  with  a  low  anti- 
al  a.\is  of  black  graphitic  schists  and  chlorite  schists, 
iiar  to  those  in  Unst,  and  apparently  occupying  the  same 
izon  with  reference  to  the  gabbro  and  serpentine.  Tfiese 
<s  throw  off  on  both  sides  of  the  arch  beds  of  gabbro, 
rite,  and  serpentine,  forming  the  elevated  ground  round 
•d  Hill  on  the  east,  and  the  hills  near  Urie  on  ihc  west. 
XJrie,  the  serpentine  which  overlies  the  gabbro  is  irame- 
:ely  succeeded  to  the  west  by  coarse-grained  gneiss,  the  per- 
ly  conformable  junction  between  the  two  being  distinctly 
ble  on  the  shore  west  of  the  promontory  of  Urie.  A  re- 
'kable  bed  of  diorite  is  associated  with  the  serpentine  and 
^hitic  schist  north  of  Tresla  Bay,  showing  crystals  of  horn- 
ide,  several  inches  in  length,  set  in  white  felspar.  The 
ad  mass  of  serpentine  which  stretches  from  the  Vord  Hill 
:watds  to  Gniting  Bay,  is  thrown  into  a  synclinal  fold, 
ch  is  nowhere  deep  enough  to  bring  on  the  overlying  gneiss 
he  west  of  Urie.  From  Gniling  Bay  eastwards  to  Helina- 
tta,  occur  the  niiciceous  and  chloritic  schists,  as  well  as  the 
phitic  schists  which  contain  in  minor  folds  small  patches  of 
lentine. 
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Only  a  brief  allusion  can  be  made  to  the  vein  ol  throoutt 
occurring  in  the  serpentine  en  the  south  slope  of  the  Herca; 
Hill  in  Unst.  This  vein,  which  runs  nearly  exst  and  «e«t,  vai 
formerly  successfully  worked.  In  Quin  Geo,  at  the  nonh<i8 
corner  of  Harohlswick  Riv,  I*rofessor  Heddlc  discover ."d  a 
vein  of  talc,  of  an  extjuisite  lii;ht-green  colour.  A^besoi. 
amianthus,  and  Hrucitc  occur  in  the  rocks  at  Swena  Nc& 

In  the  districts  of  Dclting  and  Northmaven  on  the  Mas- 
land  there  is  a  large  ma«>s  of  diuritc,  which  is  upwards  of  tcs 
miles  in  length  and  two  miles  in  breadth.  The  whole  of  thJ 
area,  however,  is  not  occupied  by  tlie  diorite,  as  small  patrixs 
of  schists  are  met  with  here  and  there.  lioth  the  sihistsaad 
the  diorite  are  intersected  by  innumerable  veins  of  pink  gruflt 
and  quartz-felsitc.  Again,  in  iJunrossness,  between  Qucndaic 
}»ay  and  Loch  Spigi;ie,  there  is  a  mass  of  igneous  nxL 
termed  by  Ilibbcrt  epidotic  syenite,  which  is  traceable  noftfi' 
wards  throiigli  the  inlands  of  Oxna,  Hildasay,  the  Soxidi^tfi 
Holms,  ilic  (,'hanncs,  and  part  of  I'iipa,  west  of  Srallowajr. » 
the  Mainland  in  Ilixcltcr  Voe,  arc  I  onwards  to  Ailh  Yoe.  ThJ 
rock  \aries  considerably  in  cluracler  throughout  its  coimc 
varying  from  a  .syenite  to  a  [>oq)hyritic  granite.  'ITicre  cin  be 
no  doubt  that  it  is  an  intrusive  mass,  because  it  croaa 
obli(iucIy  tlu*  strike  of  the  metamoqihic  rocks  on  Fitful  Hd^ 
and  the  Ward  of  Skcwsburgh  ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  the 
cru))tion  must  have  been  prior  to  the  Old  Red  Saoditotf 
period,  as  the  basement  breccias  of  that  formation  rest  xbbo^ 
formably  on  this  rock,  and  are  largely  nude  up  of  angilv 
fragments  of  the  subjacent  mass.  A  moss  of  porphnitit 
granite  also  occurs  on  the  bluff  headland  of  Lamba  Ness  o' 
on  the  ro<-ky  promontory  north  of  Skaw  Bay  in  Unst  Ooc^ 
sior.al  veins  of  scr])entine  and  masses  of  granite  are  melviA 
on  the  Mainland,  whi(li  are  doululess  of  the  same  age  tstbe 
l)unros>nevs  mnss.  'll.ere  is  one  fact  bearing  on  the  igc*' 
t!ie  veins  of  serpentine  on  the  Mainland  which  is  worthy c^ 
ncte,  and  that  is,  the  oecurrence  o:  fragments  of  this  rock  in  t^ 
b:;se:r.tnl  lute:.:    of  l!:^'  Old   Red  S.indstone  in  DunrocdK^ 
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This  circumstance  plainly  inciicates  that  the  formation  of  the 
scrpenime  veins  in  that  neighbourhood  preceded  the  forma- 
tion of  the  breccia  which  form  the  basement-beds  of  the  Old 
Red  Sandstone. 

in  the  foregoing  rapid  summary  of  t!ie  metamorphic  strata 
enough  may  have  been  said  to  show  how  interesting  and  im- 
pottanl  they  are  to  the  student  of  geology  oa  account  of  the 
variety  of  the  cij-sta!line  rocks  and  the  beauty  of  the  minerals 
which  they  couiain.  We  must  now  proceed  to  describe  the 
deposits  of  Old  Red  Sandstone  age.  This  formation  claims 
special  attention  on  account  of  the  evidence  which  it  affords  of 
its  previous  extension  as  well  as  the  remarkable  history  of  the 
volcanic  phenomena  which  characterised  that  period.  The 
grand  mural  precipices  of  red  sandstone  in  Foula  and  Eres- 
My,  which  are  isolated  far  from  each  other,  furnish  striking 
proofs  of  the  importance  of  the  relics  which  have  escaped 
denudation. 

Prior  to  this  period  the  ancient  crystalline  rocks,  which  were 
originally  laid  down  in  the  sea  as  sedimentary  deposits,  had 
l«en  consolidated,  crumpled,  and  converted  into  their  present 
^stalline  forms.  Various  igneous  masses  had  been  injected 
smangst  them,  probably  at  the  time  when  the  metamorphism 
■ook  place.  The  whole  series  was  elevated  so  as  to  form  a 
and  surface,  and  during  this  elevation  above  the  sea-level 
considerable  denudation  had  been  effected  by  the  ordinary 
'gents  of  waste.  At  the  beginning  of  that  period  the  Mainland 
5f  Shetland  roust  have  formed  an  island  somewhat  smaller  in  size 
-ban  now,  projecting  above  the  waters  of  the  great  inland  lake 
inhich  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  was  deposited.  Round 
■he  shores  of  that  ancient  isle  the  basement  breccias  were 
'■ccunjulated  ;  but  eventually,  as  the  land  slowly  sank  beneath 
"e  sea- level,  the  higher  deposits  overlapped  on  to  the  crystalline 
ocks  and  ultimately  buried  them.  The  long  process  of  denu- 
'Stioti  to  which  the  Shetland  archipelago  has  been  subjected 
'3s  removed  in  a  great  measure  the  greater  portion  of  these 
leposits. 
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The  strata  of  tliis  age  in  Shetland  belong  wholly  to  tie 
lower  division  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone.  A  glance  at  ue 
geological  map  of  the  islands  will  show  the  vahoos  aros 
occupied  by  the  members  of  this  formation.  On  the  cv: 
side  of  the  Mainland  the  following  order  of  succession  aa  U 
made  out : — 

5.  Flaggy  series  of  Brc<'»ay. 

4.  Lerwick  grits  and  sandstones. 

3.  Kovey  Head  conglumcratcs. 

2.  lircnisU  flags. 

I.  Ba^ment  breccias  resting  unconifurmably  on  the  crystalliDc  rods. 

Owing  to  a  scries  of  faults  which  form  the  boundarylac 
between  the  nictamorphic  rocks  and  the  Old  Red  Sanditoiti 
over  a  great  part  of  the  districts  of  LcrM'ick,  Quarff,  Cunnii^ 
burgh,  and  Dunrossness,  it  so  happens  that  different  loocso 
this  vertical  se(  tion  are  brought  into  conjunction  with  tx 
mctamorphic  rocks.  The  true  base  of  the  series*  howcTcr,  s 
exposed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  East  Quarff,  on  the  hilis  '•^ 
the  north  of  the  lay,  and  to  the  south  towards  I-1adabistcT 
while  still  anotlicr  locality  is  met  with  near  Loch  >\m^ 
in  Dunrossncss.  At  each  of  these  locahlics,  the  brcccM 
varies  in  character  according  to  the  nature  of  the  nnderi)'J|$ 
rock. 

In  the  bay  wesst  of  Brcnista  Ness,  the  overlying  scries  of  c< 
Brenista  flags  is  thrown  against  the  breccias  and  undcriyv^ 
schists  by  a  fault  which  is  traceable  inland  in  a  N.N.*- 
direction.  This  subdivision  consists  of  well  bedded  red  ftV 
which  persistently  dip  to  the  cast  as  far  as  Gulbcrwick  Bi7* 
The  fault  just  referred  to  when  traced  inland  alwajrs  throvs  Ae 
tlags  down  against  the  basement  breccia,  and  hence  the  sdul 
super|i()sition  is  not  seen  near  Hrenista.  Detween  East  Qtfrf 
and  Madabister,  however,  the  one  group  may  be  seen  leit:^ 
conformably  on  the  other  ;  and  in  addition  to  this  we  find  thtf 
the  b.isal  breccia  which  forms  vertical  clifiis  on  the  cooit  litt 
about  two  hundreti  feet  high,  thins  out  inland  till  these  ^ 
only  about  three  feet  inter>'cning  between  the  fchistt  tfd  ^ 
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ags.  In  some  cases  the  breccia  disappears  altogether,  and 
Ke  Brenista  flags  rest  directly  on  the  schists.  This  inter- 
sting  &ct  points  to  the  gradual  submergence  of  the  ancient 

and  surface. 

Returning  to  the  shore  section  north  of  East  Quarff  there  is 
I  gradually  ascending  series  from  the  Brenisla  flags  to  certain 
:oarse  conglomerates  seen  in  a  small  stream  at  the  head  of  the 
liay  of  Gulberwick,  which  are  totally  different  from  the  basal 
breccias  already  described.  Not  only  are  the  inclosed  pebbles 
well  rounded,  but  to  a  large  extent  the  stones  are  composed  of 
different  materials.  These  beds  are  traceable  up  the  slope  of  the 
Gnlbcrwick  hollow  to  the  road  between  Lerwick  and  Scalloway, 
*here  they  form  crags  on  the  hill  face,  and  where  they  may  be 
Men  in  small  quarries  by  the  road  side.  They  cnn  be  followed 
also  across  the  hills  northwards  to  Rovey  Head  about  two 
miles  north  of  Lerwick  where  they  are  brought  into  conjunction 
with  the  schists  by  a  fault  which  is  well  seen  on  the  shore.  At 
'his  locality  they  are  thrown  into  synclinal  and  anticlinal  folds  ; 
but  eventually  they  dip  to  the  south-east  and  are  succeeded  by 
grey  sandstones  with  blue  and  grey  flags  passing  upwards  into 
ihe  Lerwick  sandstones.  In  Bressay  these  arenaceous  strata 
ate  overlaid  by  a  more  flaggy  series  culminating  in  the  grand 
escarpment  at  Noss  Head. 

The  masses  of  Old  Red  strata  at  Aith  in  Cunningsbuigh,  and 
usiween  Sand  Lodge  and  Hoswick  ISay,  are  thrown  against  the 
schists  by  a  north  and  south  fault  which  is  prolonged  south- 
H-ards  to  Leven  Wick  where  it  is  again  seen  on  the  shore.^  It 
tiust  die  out  southwards,  however,  as  the  basement  breccias 
'rop  out  west  of  Dunrossness,  and  we  have  a  regular  ascending 
^tries  to  the  grits  and  sandstones  at  Boddam,  which  arc 
Probably  on  the  same  horizon  as  the  Lerwick  beds. 

'  In  the  Old  Red  Saniislone  strata  at  Sandlmlge  the  well-known  vein  of 
>ie  occurs  which  has  long  been  iiroughl  for  copper  and  iron.  The  following 
linerals  li.ive  Ijecn  obtained  from  this  vein  ;— While  <]uart^,  calcite,  Jiyrite, 
halybitc,  limonite.  native  co]ipcr,  chalcopyrile,  fahlcri,  fibrous  malacbite, 
od  ptilomelane. 
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As  yet  no  ichthyolitcs  have  been  found  in  the  Old  Rei 
stone  on  the  eastern  seaboard,  nor,  in  fact,  anywhere  i 
land,  though  some  of  the  flaggy  beds  resemble  the  cal 
flagstones  of  the  Orkneys.  The  small  crustacean,  k 
mcmbranacca  has  been  found  in  the  flags  near  Lerwit 
plant  remains  abound  in  the  sandstones  of  that  neighbc 
and  in  the  flaggy  scries  of  Brcssay.  These  are  refenbic 
to  PsUophyton  princeps^  described  by  Dr.  Dawson.  Th 
which  is  intermediate  between  the  ferns  and^clubmossc 
most  common  plant  in  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  this 
and  America.  Specimens  of  Calamiics  camma/arm 
also  been  found  in  the  Bressay  flags. 

On  the  western  seaboard  of  Shetland,  the  Old  Red  st 
associated  with  a  great  series  of  igneous  rocki,  m 
remarkable  volcanic  activity  during  that  period.  Bui 
describing  these  rocks,  attention  must  be  directed  to  t 
of  highly  altered  Old  Red  strata  lying  to  the  west  of  M 
and  to  the  representatives  of  this  formation  in  Fouk. 
long  time  the  small  strip  of  unaltered  sandstones  and 
Melby  was  regarded  as  the  only  part  of  this  formatioi 
l>eninsular  tract  west  of  Weisdale.  The  altered  stn 
their  associated  igneous  rocks,  which  cover  nearly  tb 
of  that  area,  were  classed  by  Hibbert  with  the  metai 
scries,  but  he  pointed  out  that  the  strike  of  the  fan 
discordant  with  that  of  the  latter.  In  the  summer  < 
however,  we  fortunately  stumbled  upon  a  rich  asscml 
plant  remains  in  the  beds  north  of  Walls,  which,  on  exan 
proved  to  be  identical  with  those  found  in  the  Old  Re 
stone  of  other  parts  of  Shetland  and  the  mainlaiid  of  S 
Numerous  specimens  of  PsUophyton prinafs  and  LifUi 
twthum  were  exhumed,  and  even  these  were  badly  prt 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  the  c 
of  the  beds.  Similar  plant  remains  were  found  by  us 
localities  throughout  that  tract.  In  virtue  of  the  fossO  ci 
therefore,  these  beds,  though  so  much  altered,  must  be  n 
to  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  pcrioil.    Over  a  great  part  of  I 
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the  strata  consist  of  grey  and  blue  indurated  sandstones,  with 
jreen  and  pale  shales.  The  former  are  usually  traversed  in 
ill  directions  by  joints  coated  with  peroxide  of  iron,  and  in 
places  they  have  a  marked  schistose  character.  Sometimes  the 
sandstones  are  converted  into  genuine  quartzites  and  the  shales 
inlerbedded  with  them  are  distinctly  cleaved.  The  strata  he  in 
11  trough,  the  axis  of  which  runs  approximately  from  Fouta- 
bfongh  Voe  eastwards  by  the  village  of  \Va!b  to  the  head  o( 
Bixetter  Voe,  They  cover  nearly  the  whole  of  the  districts 
of  Sandness,  Walls,  Sandsling,  and  Aithsting.  On  the  east 
ind  north  sides  they  are  bounded  by  two  great  faults,  indicated 
on  the  geological  map,  which  bring  tliem  into  conjunction  with 
the  indent  crystalline  rocks. 

Equally  interesting  is  the  fragment  of  this  formation  still 
preserved  in  Foula.  Isolated  though  it  Ik;,  it  conveys  a  vivid 
impression  to  the  geologist  of  the  original  extent  and  vast 
thickness  of  the  strata  of  this  age  in  Shetland.  The  magnificent 
precipice  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  which  rises  to  a  height 
of  about  1,200  feet,  consists  throughout  of  red  and  grey  sand- 
stones and  shales.  From  the  top  of  this  cliff  the  observer  may 
descry,  far  to  the  east,  the  irregular  outline  of  the  Mainland  of 
Shetland,  and  as  he  dwells  on  the  history  of  the  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone as  told  by  the  relics  of  the  period,  once  continuous,  but 
low  isolated  from  each  other,  he  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed 
fiththe  immense  denudation  they  have  undergone.  The  strata 
of  this  age  in  Foula  are  brought  into  conjunction  with  thecrys- 
Uline  rocks  by  a  north  and  south  fault,  which  is  admirably 
seen  in  the  bay  near  Ware  Wick,  on  the  north  coast,  and  in 
Phobic  Geo  to  the  south  of  Ham.  They  cover  the  whole  of 
'he  island  to  the  west  of  this  fault.  The  general  dip  is  to 
'he  south-south-west,  at  an  average  angle  of  30°,  but  close  to 
fhe  fault  they  are  tilted  at  an  angle  of  about  60°.  The  lowest 
l*ds  exposed  consist  of  coarse,  gritty  sandstones,  which  are  suc- 
*^eeded  by  fine-grained  sandstones,  flags,  and  shales,  in  alternat- 
"ig  bands.  We  detected  plant  remains  in  the  shales  in  the  north 
P-irt  of  the  island  similar  to  those  met  with  on  the  Mainland. 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  features  connected  with  cia 
formation  in  Shetland  is  the  remarkable  development  of  vokarc 
rocks.  They  occur  in  the  Mainland,  Papa  Stour,  MvLf 
Rooe,  Vementr}',  the  Holm  of  Melby,  Bressay,  and  N<a 
The  contcm[)oraneous  igneous  rocks  comprise  the  lavas  ct\ 
ashes  which  were  ejected  from  the  volcanic  orifices  of  tbe 
period  and  distributed  over  the  sea-floor,  while  the  intresnt 
rocks  occur  in  the  form  of  sheets,  bosses,  *'  necks,"  and  Ma 
The  larf;est  area  of  the  contcm]X)raneous  \'olcanic  rocks  ocnn 
in  the  western  district  of  Northmaven,  between  Stennes  v^ 
Ockren  Head.  The  tract  of  ground  occupied  by  then  ^ 
about  six  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  two  miles  broad.  IHn 
form  a  flat  syncline,  the  centre  of  which  is  occupied  by  coov 
ash  underlaid  by  slag^'y  porphyrites,  with  occasional  beds  tf 
red  ashy  sandstone  and  flags.  They  are  thrown  against  the 
pink  granite  and  fclsitc  by  a  fault  which  is  well  seen  in  a  grvv 
goo  on  the  s(juth  side  of  Kooeness  Voe,  about  a  mile  te 
Ockren  Head.  Kxcellent  sections  of  these  lavas  are  eipouc 
along  the  coast  line  from  Stenness  l>y  the  Grind  of  the  NirJ 
to  the  mouth  of  Rooeness  Voe,  where  thev  have  been  lo- 
nelled  in  a  remarkable  manner  by  the  breakers  beating  on  tae 
clifls.  At  Ockren  Head,  four  successive  la\'a  flows  art  pue^ 
on  each  other,  and  these  again  are  capped  by  a  bed  of 
tuff.  The  poq>hyntes  exhibit  the  slaggy  appearance 
toristic  of  Liva  flows.  Some  of  the  l)eds  are  highly  imtiivMi* 
clearly  showing  how  parts  of  the  solidified  crust  had  bcr 
caught  up  and  rolled  over  and  over  in  the  advancing  caoc' 
of  still  molten  lava. 

Similar  lavas  and  ashes,  associated  with  sandstones  and  i^ 
are  found  in  Pap:!  Stfuir,  cro]>ping  out  from  undemeilh  sbe 
great  sheet  of  pink  fclsite,  which  covers  the  greater  pBt  * 
the  island.  A  IkmI  of  lava  is  interstratified  with  the  tip  ' 
the  Holm  of  Mclby.  .iml  a  thin  l)and  of  tufl*  is  met  with  oai^ 
east  side  of  the  island  of  Brcssay,  overlaid  with  grey  flV^ 
flags.  Again,  in  the  area  of  altered  Old  Red  rocks  west  ^' 
Weisdale  we  found  interbedded  poqihjrrites  and  tii&    1^ 
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occur  on  the  headlands^bclwcen  Aith  Ness  and  Clouster,  and  oo 
the  western  shore  south  of  Dales  Voe. 

In  the  north  and  western  portions  of  tlic  Mainland  there  is  a 
splendid  development  of  highly  siliceous  intrusive  rocks,  which 
occupy  the  most  elevated  ground  in  the  island.     They  extend 
from  a  point  on  the  north  end  of  the  Mainland,  opposite  the  island 
of  Uya,  southwards  to  Rooeness  Voe,  culminating  in  the  dome- 
shaped  mass  of  Rooeness  Hill.  Thence  they  cross  the  peninsular 
tract  to  the  Heads  of  Grocken,  west  of  Hillswick,  where  they 
are  brought  into  conjunction  with  the  schists  by  a  fault     The 
Drongs  and  the  western  part  of  Muckle  Rooe  are  formed  of 
this  naaterial,   and  likewise  the  nortb-eastern  headlands   of 
Vementry,  while  the  small  area  of  quartz-porphyry  at  Melby 
must  also  be   included  in  the  same  great  intrusive   series. 
A  second  extensive  sheet  occurs  in  Sandsting,  between  Grat- 
ing Voe  and  Selie  Voe,  while  still  a  third  is  met  with  in 
Papa  Stour.      The  Northmaven  mass   consists   mainly   of  a 
binary  granite  composed  of  quartz  and   pink  orlhoclase  fel- 
spar,  shading  occasionally  into   pink    and    salmon-coloured 
quartz-felsite.     As  a  rule,  the  rocks  arc  coarsely  crystalline, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  must  have  consolidated 
underneath    the    surface.       Further,    the    marked    columnar 
structure  which  meets  the  eye  along  the  banks  of  Rooeness 
\'oe  and  from  Sand  Wick  to  Brei  Wick,  suggests  the  idea  of 
a  great  intrusive  sheeL      Indeed,  as  the   result   of  detailed 
':raniination  of  the  Rooeness  Hill  plateau,  we  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  an  intrusive  sheet  which  forced  its 
way  upwards  and  laterally  between  the  metamorphic  strata  on 
tht  one  hand  and  the  members  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  on 
ihe  other,  at  the  time  when  the  Mainland  by  buried  under  the 
sedimentary  deposits  which  accumulated  durinj;  that  period. 
That  such  is  the  explanation  of  this  mass  seems  all  the  more 
probable  from    the   evidence  supplied   by  the  pink  felsite  of 
Papa  Stour.      This  sheet  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  island, 
fhe  same  columnar  structure  is  everywhere  apparent  in  the 
^ea-cliffs,  and  at  various  points  on  the  shore  it  may  be  seen 
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cutting  across  the  sandstones  and  lavas  t'rom  a  lover  \.  i 
higher  horizon.  At  the  north-west  comer  of  the  island,  i:  ue 
Horn  of  PajKi,  a  portion  of  the  once  superincumbent  i3iu  .« 
still  to  be  seen.  They  consist  of  red  sandstones,  which  ttc« 
signs  of  alteration  where  they  rest  on  the  pink  porphrr. 
Originally  they  must  have  covered  the  whole  of  the  sheet.  i:>i 
must  have  been  continuous  with  the  strata  on  the  Mainbr- : 
But  only  a  fragment  now  remains.  Those  who  wish  to  ttacr 
the  structure  of  these  sheets  would  do  well  to  tail  doR 
Rooeness  Voe,  or  along  the  western  shore  of  Papa  Sicc 
Along  the  clitTs  the  observer  is  confronted  by  symmctncL 
columns  rising  from  the  sea-level,  which  are  travened  bvi 
series  of  vertical  joints.  Hence  it  follows  that  the  verticil  be* 
of  the  clitT  is  preserved,  though  constantly  assailed  by  the  so 
and  subjected  to  continual  recession  by  the  removal  of  haj: 
slices  of  rock.  Fretiuently  the  columns  are  isolated,  and  en 
are  left  to  battle  with  the  denuding  agencies  as  best  they  mn 
The  columns  of  tiie  I  )rungs  arc  beautiful  relics  of  the  Rooeot^« 
Hill  sheet,  which  have  hitherto  been  able  to  resist  conpkte 
demolition. 

The  relations  of  the  granite  mass  of  Sandsting  to  tfaealtec; 
Old  Rod  strata,  in  which  it  occurs,  are  well  seen  oa  t^ 
shores  of  (Uniting  Voc,  at  the  foot  of  Culswick  HilL  Hck  :ae 
junction-line  between  the  two  has  nearly  the  same  inftintf^- 
as  that  of  tiie  (luart/ites,  which  dip  to  the  north  at  an  n^^ 
about  20 ".  The  two  rocks,  however,  are  not  perfectly  cao- 
fonnablc,  as  the  granite  here  and  there  cuts  across  the  heddiH^ 
indicating  the  intrusive  nature  of  the  rock.  Between  Res«vt 
Ncs^and  Selie  Voc  this  gr.mite  nuiNS  is  brought  into oonjonctiBB 
witii  the  metamorphic  rocks  by  the  fault  which  boondi  1^ 
altered  Ohl  Red  area  on  the  east  side. 

Close  by  the  entrance  to  the  Noss  Sound,  on  the 
sh(irc,  a  sciies  (»f  '*  nc«  ks  "  o<*curs  arranged  in  a  linear 
whicli  seem  to  have  come  to  the  surlacc  along  aline  of 
Similar  **  necks  "  are  met  with  on  Noss,  on  the  oppodie  v^ 
of   the  Sound.      It   is   highly  ivrol»ble  that 
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orifices  served  merely  as  vents  for  the  discharge  of  steam, 
*iii]  occasional  showers  of  triturated  materials  derived  mainly 
from  the  sides  of  the  vents.  The  adjacent  bed  of  luff,  asso- 
ciated with  the  grey  flags,  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  agglomerate  which  Alls  these 
"necks,"  supports  this  view. 

The  inlrusive  rocks  of  this  period  also  occur  in  the  form  of 
dykes.  From  the  great  sheets  of  granite  and  fjuartz-felsite, 
numerous  veins  of  granite,  felsite,  and  rhyolite  penetrate  the 
surrounding  strata,  which  are  of  the  same  age  as  the  large 
intrusive  masses.  But  there  is  also  a  later  series  of  dykes 
which  intersect  the  granites  and  quart  z-fe  I  sites.  They  consist 
of  dark  green  diabase -porphy rite  which  are  easily  distinguished 
from  the  bright  salmon-coloured  acidic  series.  Hibbert  noted 
the  occurrence  of  these  dykes  in  Rooeness  Hill,  and  during 
our  traverses  in  the  districts  of  Northmaven,  Delting,  and 
Muckie  Rooe  we  came  across  many  similar  intrusions,  varying 
in  breadth  from  two  feet  to  several  yards.  Along  the  cliffs  of 
Rooeness  Voe  and  in  Muckie  Rooe  these  dykes  are  strikingly 
exhibited,  forming  great  wall-like  masses,  running  generally  in 
a  north  and  south  direction.  Sometimes  they  project  above 
the  acidic  rocks  ;  while,  again,  they  weather  more  rapidly,  form- 
ing great  clefts  in  the  face  of  the  clifT.  From  the  fact  that 
they  traverse  the  lavas  and  tuffs,  as  well  as  the  sheets  of  granite 
and  felsite,  there  can  be  litde  doubt  that  they  form  ihe  last 
indications  of  volcanic  activity  during  the  Old  Red  Sandstone 
period  in  Shetland. 

Throughout  the  islands  there  are  abundant  traces  of  glacial 
action.  The  sea-worn  islets  along  the  shore,  the  striated  sur- 
faces on  the  low  grounds,  and  ihe  abraded  aiipearance  of  the 
highest  hills  alike  point  to  the  action  of  a  thick  mass  of 
ice  which  must  have  enveloped  the  islands.  The  striated 
surfaces  are  very  plentiful  in  some  districts  ;  indeed,  we  recorded 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  examples  during  our  repeated  visits 
to  Shetland.  The  geological  map  of  Shetland  (Plate  6) 
<^lcarly  indicates  the  trend  of  the  ice  during  the  primary  and 
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later  glaciation.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  our  present  porpoic  i 
we  summarise  the  evidence  and  show  how  it  dearly  indiciiB 
two  distinct  periods  of  glaciation.  In  Unst,  Fetlar,  Whahv. 
the  Out  Skerries  of  Whalsay,  Bressay,  and  along  the  cann 
seaboard  of  the  Mainland  and  Yell,  there  is  one  nufon 
system  of  ice  markings  trending  west,  west-south-wes( 
west,  and  in  some  cases  south-south-west ;  while  in  the 
districts  of  the  two  latter  isbnds,  as  well  as  in  Mucklc  Root 
Papa  Stour,  and  Foula,  the  strix  veer  round  to  the  noftb-wE< 
and  north-north-west.  The  various  examples  belonging  to  ns 
system  were  produced  by  ice  which  crossed  the  islands  ta 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Atlantic.  They  belong  to  the  primsv 
glaciation.  But  in  addition  to  these  instances  we  find  a  yoA 
of  ice  markings  indicating  a  local  radiation  of  the  ice. 
in  fact,  Shetland  nourished  a  series  of  independent 
These  are  splendidly  developed  near  Lerwick,  where  ikc 
average  trend  is  south-east,  which  is  very  nearly  at  h|k 
angles  to  the  direction  of  the  earlier  ice  movement  in  tt 
neighbourhood.  At  certain  localities  the  ioe-norkings  of  Ae 
primary  glaciation  were  completely  effaced  by  the  later  idoK' 
mcnt.  Several  interesting  examples  occur,  however,  where  ik( 
striae  belonging  to  the  two  periods  can  be  seen  on  the  vM 
surface. 

The  evidence  derived  from  the  boulder  clay  and  the  b^^ 
rainic  deposits  confirms  in  a  remarkable  manner  the  doaU' 
system  of  glaciation  in  Shetland.  If  it  be  tnie  that  the  iot 
crossed  the  islands  from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  daiRI 
the  primar)'  glaciation,  then  it  naturally  follows  thai  the  t^ 
pers.il  of  the  stones  in  the  boulder  clay  should  be  in 
harmony  with  this  movement  An  examination  of  the 
sections  throughout  the  islands  places  this  conclusion  beyosi' 
doubt.  On  the  western  seaboard  of  Unst  the  boiddcr  dir 
contains  fragments  of  serpentine,  gabbro,  and  graphitic  sdi^ 
all  of  whicli  occur  in  situ  on  the  east  side  of  the  ViDiW 
ran^.;e.  Moreover  the  relative  distribution  of  the  ux\uf^ 
and  gabbro  stones  in  this  deposit  on  the  western  shore  ■■ 
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direct  proportion  to  the  relarive  areas  occupied  by  these  rocks 
to  the  east  of  the  watershed.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
agent  which  glaciated  Unsl  must  have  crossed  the  watershed, 
carrying  ihc  bottom  moraine  up  the  slope  and  depositing  it 
under  the  lee  of  the  range.  In  Fetlar.  blocks  of  gabbro  and 
serpentine  are  likewise  found  in  the  boulder  clay  on  the  west 
coast ;  while  along  the  east  coast  of  Yell  blocks  of  gabbro 
and  diorite  occur  in  this  deposit  which  have  been  brought 
from  Unst  and  Fetlar,  testifying  alike  to  the  same  westerly 
movemerrt. 

The  evidence  derived  from  the  bou!der-cIay  sections  on  the 
Mainland  is  equally  conclusive  ;  for  it  matters  not  whether  we 
cross  the  northern,  central,  or  southern  portions  of  the  island, 
we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  the  ice-Slow  during  the  primary 
glaciation  must  have  been  towards  the  Atlantic.  A  traverse  from 
Ollabeny  on  the  east  coast  by  Hills  Wick,  Brei  Wick,  Tang  Wick, 
to  the  Grind  of  ihe  Navir  furnishes  excellent  opportunities  for 
examining  the  distribution  of  the  stones  in  the  boulder  clay. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  OUaberry  and  along  the  road  to 
Fund's  Water,  the  stones  in  this  deposit  are  composed  of  the 
underlying  gneissose  and  schistose  rocks.  None  of  the  frag- 
ments of  the  diorite,  nor  any  of  the  lavas  and  .ashes  along  the 
western  shores,  occur  in  it.  But  when  the  diorite  area  is 
reached  near  Ura  Firth  the  schists  and  gneiss  to  the  east  are 
represented  in  the  boulder-clay  patches.  West  of  the  diorite 
lection  ag.ain,  in  the  lee  of  the  ridge  of  the  metamor|ihic  rocks 
of  Hills  Wick,  one  of  the  finest  boulder-ciay  sections  on  the 
Mainland  occurs.  It  is  upwards  of  100  feet  in  depth,  and 
contains  smoothed  and  striated  stones  of  diorite,  felsite,  schist, 
granite,  &c.,  but  not  a  single  fragment  of  the  lavas  and  ashes 
between  Stenness  and  Ockren  Head  is  to  be  found  in  this 
section.  When  we  move  westwards  to  the  bays  of  Tang  Wick 
and  Stenness  within  the  area  occupied  by  the  volcanic  rocks, 
the  included  stones  consist  of  porphyrite,  luff,  felsite,  schist, 
and  diorite.  The  very  same  phenomena  are  observable  in 
the  boulder-clay  sections  on  the  south  bank  of  Rooeness  Voc, 
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viz.  the  invasion  of  the  felsite  area  by  the  dioritc  stonevx-.i 
the  invasion  of  the  area  occupied  by  the  porphyrite  br  :Hc 
diorite,  granite,  and  quart z-fcisite  stones.  In  short,  the  fy 
dcncc  obtained  along  these  lines  of  section  completely  refiz!e< 
the  theor)'  of  an  ice  movement  from  the  North  Atlantir. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Mainland,  blocks  of  the  gneissose  ser<« 
in  the  \Veis<1ale  distri<  t  have  been  carried  westwards  to  the  aro 
occu{)ied  by  the  altered  Old  Red  strata,  while  striated  ^- 
ments  of  the  latter  rocks  occur  in  the  boulder-day  sections  re 
Pai»a  Stour.  A^ain,  on  the  west  side  of  the  watershed!,  non^ 
of  West  Quarff,  there  is  a  deposit  of  boulder  clay  in  the  Smk!* 
banks  Bum  containing  striated  grits,  red  flags,  and  shales  derSei 
from  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  area  on  the  cast  side.  But  furthr. 
where  the  Sandyl)anks  Hum  enters  the  sea,  large  blocks  of  tt 
I^rwick  sandstones  and  well-rounded  conglomerates  «e? 
fouml  both  on  the  surface  and  in  the  boulder  da  v.  A  hun^ircti 
yards  to  the  south  of  this  locality  fragments  of  the  Rreni<i 
Hags  apjK'ar.  and  close  to  West  Quarff  blocks  of  the  bawinr: 
brcc<ia  are  met  with,  associated  with  pieces  of  the  Brmifti 
fla^^s  and  Rovey  nca<l  con;:lomerates  in  the  thin  coalip.i:*' 
IxmUlcr  clay  on  the  sloi»c  and  on  the  shore.  If  we  crosi  fr« 
Chan  nor  Wick  lo  the  west  coast  and  traverse  the  shore  wrt>^ 
from  May  Wick  to  Loch  Spij:^ie,  numerous  blocks  of  CM  Re: 
Sandstone  ocrur  whi<h  have  been  carrietl  from  the  areas  alor^ 
the  cast  coast.  On  l>oth  sides  of  Higton  liay  the  sertioiM  <t 
boulder  clay  contain  numerous  frajjments  of  red  flags,  though  tl* 
majority  of  the  stones  arc  made  up  of  the  underlying  trhto 
And  so  also  on  the  sIojh:  of  Fitful  Head,  at  a  height  of  fee 
feet  by  oneroid  measurement,  there  are  small  patches  of  t!tt> 
dei)osit  in  which  we  observe  smoothed  stones  of  syenite  i»^ 
coarse  grits  in  situ  lo  the  east,  while  on  the  hill-top  (9 iSfc*^ 
Mo«  ks  of  syenite  were  noted,  which  must  have  been  canW 
up  the  slope. 

All  the  f.icts  now  adduced  unquestionably  point  to  tt 
Westerly  flow  of  the  ice.  They  prove  in  fact,  that  the  glariitisC 
agent  mu>i  have  been  powerful  enough  to  o^Tnide  the  ««'• 
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shed  of  the  Mainland.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that,  so  far  as 
our  observations  went,  no  trace  of  marine  shells  was  lo  be 
found  io  the  boulder-clay  sections,  nor  any  fragment  of  the 
secondary  rocks  from  Scotland,  which  are  so  consjiicuous  in 
the  Orcadian  deposit. 

But  there  are  certain  dep>osits  still  to  be  discussed  which 
belong  to  a  later  glaciatJon.  Along  the  east  coast  of  the  Main- 
land, between  Lerwick  and  Dunrosiiness,  there  is  an  Irregular 
covering  of  a  loose  morainic  deposit  shading  inio  an  ordinary 
boulder  clay  resting  on  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  areas.  These 
deposits  contain  striated  fragments  of  the  clayslaies  ,-ind 
schists,  derived  from  the  hills  extending  from  the  Ward  of 
Skewsbufgh  northwards  to  Dales  Voe.  Similar  deposits  occur 
on  the  eastern  sealioard  of  Northmaven  between  Coiillnh 
Voe  and  Fethaland  Point,  containing  granite  stones  derived 
from  the  Rooeness  plateau.  These  accumulations  were,  in  all 
probability,  extruded  from  the  mouths  of  the  local  glaciers 
which  radiated  from  the  Mainland.  This  is  rendered  all  the 
more  likely  from  the  number  of  striated  stones  in  the  deposit 
and  its  tolerably  coherent  nature,  differing  somewhat  from  UK- 
loose  dibris  of  the  ordinary  surface  moraines.  In  addition  to 
these  later  deposits,  however,  there  is  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  when  the  hili  lo|)s  had  emerged  from  the  icy 
covering  which  so  long  held  sway  during  the  primary  glaci- 
ation,  the  severe  frosts  wliich  prevailed  caused  an  accumu- 
lation of  blocks  and  rubbish  on  the  surface  of  the  attenuated 
glaciers.  In  course  of  time  as  the  glaciers  mehed  back,  loose 
heaps  of  rubbish  were  laid  down,  sometimes  as  isolated 
mounds,  but  frequently  in  concentric  lines,  indicating  pauses 
in  the  retreat.  As  might  be  expected  from  the  si/e  of  the 
valleys  and  the  limited  elevation  of  the  hills,  the  moraines  are 
not  large,  but  they  are  nevertheless  very  abundant.  They 
consist  of  loose  diiiris  with  angular  and  subangular  stones  ;  and 
in  some  cases  the  deposit  is  merely  an  assemblage  of  .small 
stones  without  any  matrix.  In  the  district  of  Delting  mo- 
raines are  to  be  found  in  the  main  valleys  and  round  the  heads 
D  D  2 
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of  the  larger  sea  lochs,  as,  for  instance,  the  Dales,  Cotifirth. 
and  Swining  Voes,  on  the  cast  coast,  and  Near  Voe,  Noith 
Brae,  and  Voxter,  on  the  west  coast.  Similar  moraine  hdpi 
occur  on  the  banks  of  Vidlon  and  I>our)'e  Voes,  in  Lunustia^ 
and  in  the  valleys  draining  the  Roocncss  plateau.  The  islandi 
of  Unst,  Yell,  Whalsay,  and  Hressay  nourished  a  similar  foici 
of  local  glaciers,  as  is  evident  from  the  moraines  now  strewn  08 
their  slopes. 

We  must  now  consider  how  the  glacial  phenomena  of  Shet- 
land and  the  Orkneys  may  be  accounted  for.  Doubtless  there 
are  some  who  would  not  hesitate  to  ascribe  them  to  the 
action  of  icebergs.  We  have  elsewhere  stated  our  reasoM 
for  believing  that  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  bouUa 
clay  can  be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  only  by  the  action  rf 
land  ice.  The  land  ire  which  glaciated  Shetland  coddonh 
have  come  from  Scandinavia,  as  the  striated  surfaces  dearh 
]x>int  in  that  direction.  If  we  take  the  estimate  giren  bf  oo 
friend,  Mr.  Amund  Holland  of  Christiania,  for  the  mininoa 
thickness  of  the  ice  in  Sogne  Fjord  during  the  period  d 
extreme  cold,  it  follows  that  instead  of  the  ice  breaking  op  is 
the  form  of  bergs,  it  must  have  invaded  the  North  Sei  lad 
movi'd  in  a  westerly  direction  towards  the  Shetland  Islands 
He  gives  6.000  feet  as  the  estimate  at  this  point,  and  wfaca  «e 
remember  that  the  average  depth  of  the  German  Ocean  b  aboot 
240  feet,  we  can  readily  understand  how  such  a  maii  cooU 
never  have  floated  l)etween  Norway  and  Shetland. 

When  this  mer  di  glace  impinged  on  the  Shetland  frontier  it 
wouhl  necessarily  be  deflected  to  some  extent  by  the  oppuii^ 
mass  of  high  ground.  Hence,  as  we  move  southwards  fam 
Unst,  where  the  average  trend  is  10'  W.  ao*  S.  towards 
and  Lerwick,  the  deflection  increases  to  S.W.,  and  in 
(\iscs  to  S.S.W.  Hut  as  soon  as  the  ice  reached  the  ocstof  the 
Mainlaiul  it  would  naturally  veer  round  to  the  W.  and  N.V- 
This  north-westerly  movement  on  the  western  seaboard  ^ 
.Shetland,  however,  was  no  doubt  largely  due  to  the  iniaeaer 
of  the  Scotch  ice-sheet     Recent  investigations  seen  10  ihov 
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that  the  sheet  which  radfated  from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
1V3S  about  3,000  leet  thick.  The  latter  must  have  coalesced 
with  the  Scandinavian  jiier  de  glare  on  the  floor  of  the  North 
Sea,  and  the  combined  ice-field  would  naturally  lake  the  path 
of  least  resistance.  In  other  words,  one  portion  would  flow 
north-westwards  towards  the  Atlantic  by  the  Orkneys,  while 
another  part  would  flow  southwards  towards  the  English 
coast  We  can  quite  well  understand,  therefore,  how  the 
Scotch  ice-sheet,  as  it  crept  outwards  along  the  bed  of  the 
Moray  Firth  towards  the  North  Sea  must  have  pushed  along 
the  marine  shells  and  silt  which  it  encountered  on  the  sea- 
floor.  These  would  be  commingled  with  the  boulder  clay 
which  had  gathered  underneath  the  ice-sheei,  and  the  shells 
would  ultimately  be  smoothed  and  striated  precisely  like  the 
stones  In  the  bottom  moraine.  Hence  the  occurrence  of 
Scotch  rocks,  together  with  the  shell  fragments,  is  what  we 
would  naturally  expect,  as  the  Orcadian  group  would  be  over- 
ridden by  the  Scotch  portion  of  the  ice-field,  and  Shetland  by 
the  Scandinavian  portion.*  The  absence  of  marine  shells  in 
the  Shetland  deposit  probably  indicates  a  greater  extension  of 
land  in  that  neighbourhood  in  pre-glacial  times.  As  the  great 
mer  de  glace  retreated  from  the  coast-line  of  Shetland  and 
Orkney,  local  glaciers  lingered  for  a  time,  but  eventually,  rs 
the  climatic  conditions  ameliorated,  they  shrank  back  into  the- 
hills,  sprinkling  the  slopes  with  debris  and  moraine  heaps. 

Ere  closing  this  chapter  we  must  refer  to  the  interesting 
question  of  the  origin  of  the  freshwater  lochs  and  voes.  The 
freshwater  lochs  abound  chiefly  m  the  Mainland ;  and  in 
certain  districts  they  occur  in  great  numbers,  Thuy  are  due 
either  to  the  irregular  deposition  of  the  boulder  clay  or  moraine 
matter,  to  hollows  in  the  peat,  or  to  rock  basins  which  have 
been  eroded  by  the  ice.  Indeed,  they  are  so  abundant  in  some  of 

1  Our  friend  and  former  colleaoue,  Dr.  Croll,  firsi  suggested  the  proKi- 
bility  of  the  North  Sea  being  nilcil  wiih  ice,  enveloping  alike  the  Orknevi 
and  Sheliand.  A  full  exposition  of  his  views  is  given  in  his  remarkable 
work  on  Climate  and  Time  in  Ihtir  Geolngicat  Kelalions,  chap.  Tsvii. 
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the  rocky  districts,  as  to  recall  ponions  of  the  north-vest  o( 
Sutherlandshire.  At  present  we  are  only  concerned  with  thoK 
which  occupy  rockbound  hollows  and  which  are  the  resJt  oi 
glacial  erosion.  I'hcse  occur  most  abundantly  in  the  dior.K 
area  of  Northmavcn,  on  the  rocky  plateau  of  Rooeness.  on  'Jtc 
headlands  north  and  south  of  Vidlon  Voe  and  in  the  district  d 
Walls.  At  each  of  these  localities  the  sheets  of  water,  with  cc?- 
tain  exceptions,  fill  crcxled  hollows  in  the  rocks  ;  and  from  tbi 
manner  in  which  their  rocky  mar^ns  are  p'ooved  and  poliOied 
from  tl)c  freshness  of  the  roches  nwutonnh  which  encircie 
them,  there  can  l>e  little  doubt  that  they  have  been  eroded  bv 
the  ice  during  the  general  glaciation.  From  one  of  the  hiiU 
north  of  Magnusettcr  Voe,  in  Northmaven,  we  counted  abooi 
twenty  small  loclis  in  the  heart  of  the  diorite  area.  On  the 
]>romontor>'  of  Lunnasting  they  likewise  occur  in  ftai 
numbers,  var}ing  in  si/e  from  basin -5ha|ied  hollows  to  kvb 
more  than  a  mile  in  length. 

The   voes,  or  sea-lochs,  are    among   the    most   intcresRU 

features  of  the  Shetland   Islands ;  and  the  question  of  thr: 

(tri^in   is  not  free  from  ditVictdty.      Klowin^;^  as  ther  d'*  Vi 

miles,  into  the  heart  of  the  count r\',  it  sometimes  happens  thi: 

only  a  narrow  isthmus  is  left  to  prevent  the  waters  of  opp»Hrtt 

shores  from  uniting.     Yell  is  nearly  bisected  by  the  Wh»5«* 

firth  and  Reafirth  Vrics ;  and  a  submergence  of  only  a  fc«fc<^ 

would  sc{)aratc  Northmaven  from  the  southern  portiont  of  the 

Mainland  and  allow  the  waters  of  Sullam  Voe  to  flow  westward! 

into  St.   Magnus  ]iay.     Sometimes  the  voes  are  flanked  b« 

gentle  slopes  of  boulder  day  ;  at  other  times  they  are  boaoM 

by  steep  walls  of  rock,  as  in  the  well  known  Rooeness  Voe. 

Many  of  the  n^ost  <  harncteristir  sea-lochs  run  along  the  lioe  flt 

strike   of    the    niciamorphic   rocks,   of  which   the   Wcisdifc 

Stromness  Whiteness.  Dales,  and   I^ixtirth  VoosmaybedM^ 

as  ihe  l»cst  examples  ;  but  there  are  others  which  have  no  coo- 

nei  linn  with  the  lines  ot  stratification.     Asa  rule  they  are  foce«. 

to  merge  into  narri»\v  valleys  draining  the  high  grouiukt^ 

width  of  the  voes  being  in  direct  pro|iortiun  to  the  liie  di^ 
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valleys.  This  relalionship  would  seem  to  indicate  that  these 
narrow  (jords  are  submerged  land  valleys  which  existed  long 
before  glacial  times.  Their  origin  therefore  would  be  analogous 
to  that  of  the  fjord  valleys  on  the  western  seaboard  of  Norway 
and  Scotland.  In  that  case,  the  voes  must  have  been  carved 
out  by  the  ordinary  agents  of  denudation,  when  tlie  floor  of 
the  sea  which  now  surrounds  Shetland  formed  dry  land.  Both 
in  Scotland  and  along  the  east  coast  of  England,  the  evidence 
derived  from  the  buried  river  channels  would  lead  us  to  believe 
that  these  countries  stood  at  a  higher  level  in  preglacial  times 
than  they  do  now,  and  we  may  well  believe  that  Shetland 
shared  in  the  same  Continental  conditions.  The  absence  of 
shells  in  the  boulder  clay  seems  to  strengthen  this  conclusion, 
.\t  any  rate,  the  .igents  of  denudation  would  be  guided  in  their 
operation  in  a  large  measure  by  the  strike  of  the  metamorphic 
rocks,  and  if  there  was  a  wide  area  of  land  round  what  now 
constitutes  the  Shetland  archipelago,  they  would  accomplish 
greater  results,  as  the  size  of  the  rivers  would  be  in  proportion 
to  the  area  of  drainage.  We  have  seen  also  that  some  of  Uie 
voes  and  inland  valleys  coincide  with  the  outcrops  of  bands  of 
limestone,  the  erosion  of  which  would  be  aided  by  chemical 
agencies. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  sea  lochs  in 
Shetland  were  deepened,  during  the  primary  glaciation,  by  the 
great  titer  de  glace  which  crossed  the  islands.  Of  this,  we 
)i)ay  adduce  two  striking  examples.  The  soundings  given  in 
the  Admiralty  chart  show  that  SuUam  Voe,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  sea-lochs  in  the  Mainland,  measuring  upwards  of 
seven  miles  in  length,  varies  from  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms  in 
ilepth  between  Foula  Ness  and  the  mouth  of  Voxter  Voe. 
Beyond  the  latter  point,  to  the  head  of  the  voe,  the  depth 
suddenly  increases  to  twenty-one  and  twenty-five  fjthoms. 
This  increase  of  sixty  feet  in  depth  is  doubtless  owing  to  the 
intense  abrasion  caused  by  the  ice  as  il  impinged  on  the  rocky 
isthmus  of  Mavis  Grind  at  the  head  of  the  voe.  The  eastern 
face  of  Mavis  Grind  still  retains  the  finely-pohshed  surface 
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along  with  the  ice  markings.  Another  instance  occurs  in  Rooe 
ness  Voe,  for  at  the  bend  north  of  Ura  Firth  the  depth  \mt% 
from  I03  to  138  feet,  while  about  two  miles  further  down  the 
loch  shallows  to  42  feet. 

The  widespread  covering  of  peat  throughout  manjr  of  the 
islands  is  rather  remarkable  in  a  region  which  is  now  desbtttr 
of  trees.     Ulien  the  Shetland  peat   is  viewed  in  connecuoc 
with  similar  deposits  in  the  Orkneys,  Scotland,  and  Scandinarj. 
we  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  during  the  period  of  m 
vigorous  growth  the  land  stood  at  a  higher  level,  and  probib^ 
enjoyed  more  genial  conditions  than  at  present     Since  tbii 
post-glacial  elevation  the  land  has  been  submeiged.     Novhcfv 
throughout  the  group  is  there  any  indication  of  raised  heacbei 
indicating  recent  changes  in  the  relative  level  of  sea  and  bud. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  geology  of  Shetland.  Ereni 
slight  acquaintance  with  the  geological  history  of  that  xtnaA 
able  group  of  islands  cannot  fail  to  intensify  the  pleasvr 
which  such  impressive  scenery  creates. 

Note. — 'Ilie  account  of  the  geolo<^y  of  the  OrLnc}-*  umI  >hctiittJ  fmn 
in  Chapters  XI\\  and  XXX.  is  mainly  a  di^cM  of  pa|ier«  cummiuud&pi 
by  us  to  the  Ctei>lot;icnI  Society  of  Lumlon,  and  the  Koyal  Phy^cal  .voctv 
Edinburgh  {Quart,  Journ,  GtvL  SiK,  vol.  xixv.  p.  778,  vol.  xx\r%,  p.  ^4*. 
/Vw.  of  Roy.  Phy,  Soc.  E/,  187879,  p.  80,— i879*8o»  p.  329). 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


SHETLAND, 


i/,  Topo^aphical,  and  Statistical,  with  Notes  on  l^ammah 
and  Birds. 

"  Like  a  polished  shining  mirror 
Lay  the  bay  in  rest  before  me  ; 
Not  a  passing  breath  was  stirring  ; 
Not  a  blade  of  grass  was  moving  : 
All  the  ripened  ears  were  bending, 
Boning  with  the  load  ot  plenty, 
Shining  with  the  crystal  dewdrops 
From  the  weeping  eyes  of  Night, 

"  Karly  was  the  hour  of  morning, 
Gorgeously  the  sun  was  rising — 
Rising  o'er  the  point  of  Noness, 
Like  a  crimson  shield  of  glory, 
On  the  mighty  arm  of  Jove. 
As  in  wonder  I  stood  gazing. 
Looking  IV here  the  sun  was  rising. 
Near  the  rocky  shores  of  Cumlick, 
In  a  mighty  shoal  was  sporting, 
Spouting,  rising,  sinking,  bounding. 
Gleaming,  Hashing  in  the  sunlight. 
Such  a  'school '  of  bottle-noses 
Seldom  seen  on  Thule's  shore. 


Soon  the  ! 


;s  of  the 


morning. 


of  the  early  dawning, 
yied  before  a  mighty  war  cry, 
Kaised  by  eager  armed  fishers— 
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Arxncil  uith  great  knives  aod  Unoes, 
Armed  with  bwords,  sjiears,  and  tcythc-biadcL 
Swiftly  ran  they  to  the  sea- beach. 
To  the  shingly,  shelving  sea^bcach. 
Where  the  fiiihing  skiflFsi  lay  reMing — 
Keiting  steadfaiKt  on  their  «khore'pro|«. 
Fa&t  they  nisihcd  them  r>n  the  water, 
On  the  shimmering,  gleaming  water  ; 
Thniwing  showers  of  st'ines  within  them. 
Missiles  f  »r  the  eager  uhale  chate  ; 
Sinking  leads  and  lineM  for  thn>wing, 
Shi  mid  they  dare  attempt  cfica|iiiig, 
Sh^»uld  they  sink  and  run  to  seaward. 

'*  Rending  oars  like  growing  uplings 
Sped  the  skiffs  like  flying  meteors, 
I  weaving  on  the  silent  water 
Snowy  shining  tracts  behind  them. 
All  their  prows  u  ere  turned  eAstward, 
Madly  rushing,  rowing  eastward 
Where  the  shrul  w  as  gaily  iportir^ 
Ndthing  fearing,  ne\'er  dreaming 
That  an  arme<l  hi>st  was  nearing  ; 
Coming  eager  and  bloodthirsty, 
Neither  l»al>e  nor  mother  sparing. 
And  the  life-blood  of  the  sable- 
Sable  chiMren  of  the  ocean. 
Soon  t«>  (ive  the  sea  with  crimson 

m 

BIxmI  uf  slaughtered  sire  and  son  !  ** 

A  SkftUni  WhaU  Hmmi.^^xp 
August,  1832,  from  tbe  5Am1^ 
Tiwus  of  Sepienbcr  aitf,  iS;! 

If  wanting  in  many  of  the  associations  that  render  l^ 
Orkneys  so  interesting  to  the  student  of  history  and  1^ 
antiquary,  Shetland,  from  a  scenic  point,  is  &r  before  tht 
southern  grouj). 

(■rand  as  the  western  caist  of  Hoy  is,  it  is  not  tobeeo*- 
I»arc(i  to  Foula ;  and  there  is,  amongst  the  southern  gn»^ 
nothing  approaching  the  glorious  sweep  of  St  Magnos  kf* 
as  seen  from  the  top  of  Sandness  HilL  A  strange  wild  b*' 
of  stacks  and  skerries,  of  voes  and  gees*  and  of  diA  ^ 
caves,  Shctbnd  bears  witness  to  the  irresistible  ibice  di  ^ 
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d  North  Sea,  which  has  in  Ihe  course  of  countless  ages  so 
ented  and  fissured  the  islands,  that  nowhere  can  a  spot  be 
nd  that  is  more  than  three  miles  from  salt  water.  If  too 
:  voes,  wicks,  and  geos  are  innumerable,  so  also  are  the 
hs ;  and  the  parish  of  Walls  alone  can  probably  show  a  larger 
mber  of  them  than  the  whole  of  the  Orkneys  put  together, 
lugh  none  in  the  northern  group  reach  the  magnitude  of  the 
hs  of  Stenness  and  Hairay.  Here,  by  the  way,  it  may  be 
well  to  point  out,  that  a  Voe  is  a  bay  running  some  distance 
and ;  a  Wick  a  broad  open  bay  ;  and  a  Geo  a  narrow  inlet 
lied  in  by  steep  cliffs. 

Although  Rooeness  Hill  (1,486  feet),  the  highest  point  in 
etland,  is  seventy-eight  feet  lower  than  the  Ward  Hill  of 
3y,  the  northern  group  is  all  hills  togelher,  and  nothing  in  the 
kneys  can  compare  with  the  markedly  accentuated  sky  line 
Foula.  Lying  between  59°  30'  30',  and  60°  51'  40"  North 
itiiude,  and  o"  43'  30"  and  2°  6'  30"  West  Longitude, 
etland  is  said  to  comprise  over  one  hundred  islands,  large 
d  small,  of  which  the  Mainland,  the  largest,  measures 
<Jui  seventy  miles  in  length  by  thirty  at  Its  greatest  breadth, 
ough  owing,  as  before  mentioned,  to  its  being  so  deeply 
sured  by  voes  and  geos,  no  jiart  of  it  is  more  than  three 
les  from  salt  water.  Of  the  hundred  islands  and  islets, 
enty-cight  were  said  to  be  inhabited  in  1872  ;  but  for  descriij- 
e  purposes  Shetland  may  be  divided  into  seven  divisions  ; 
,  Fair  Isle  ;  znd,  Lerwick  and  its  neighbourhood,  including 
illoway,  Itressay,  and  Noss;  3rd,  Dunrossness  and  the 
ithem  Mainland ;  4th,  Walls  and  the  Western  Mainland,  in- 
Jing  Pajxa  Stour  and  Foula  ;  5th,  the  Eastern  Mainland,  or 
sting,  Lunnasting,  and  Delting  ;  6th,  Norlhmaven,  or  the 
rthern  Mainland;  and  7th,  the  North  Isles — Yell,  Fetlar, 
.  Unst,— to  which  may  be  added  Whaisay  and  the  Out 
tries.  There  is  not  much  difference  in  climate  between 
two  groups,  Shetland,  if  hable  to  greater  rainfall,  has,  so 
as  the  writer  can  judge,  a  more  bracing  and  exhilarating 
losphere  during  the  summer  months   than  the  southern 
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group,  where  at  times  the  heat  is  apparently  much  more  ir* 
tense  and  oppressive;  and  in  Shetland,  even  in  the  height  of 
summer,  it  is  always  well  to  be  provided  with  warm  ganncttK 
especially  good  warm  flannel  underclothing,  as  the  tcmpei- 
ture,  if  a  north-westerly  or  northerly  gale  springs  up,  \\  a[< 
to  fall  considerably/  As  in  the  Orkneys  so  in  Shetland,  i 
<iecrcase  in  the  {xipulation  has  shown  itself  in  the  last  twaiy 
years  ;  but  in  the  northern  group  the  decrease  ha*  becB  i 
very  marked  one,  Inring  no  less  than  1,961.  In  iSSi  the 
|K)pulation  consisted  of  12,656  males  and  17.053  ienukak 
making  a  total  of  29,709  ;  whilst  at  the  census  m  iMi. 
there  were  13,053  males  and  18,617  females,  making  a  loulot 
3i.670.> 

The  reason  of  the  great  disproportion  lietween  the  sevt  ^ 
that  at  the  time  of  year  the  census  is  taken,  large  numbenoi 
the  men  are  awav  in  the  merchant  service.  As  also  in  !^ 
( >rkncys  the  valuation  of  the  division  has  been  making  pa: 
strides  in  the  last  twenty  years,  having  been  in  1 861-2,  ^28,016 
I2X.   8</. ;  J871-2,  J[,2il^^o\  15J.  \od.  ;  and  in   1881-2  havnc 

risen  to  ^4^559  '7^-  "''• 

Amongst  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  Mr.  Unphnv  d 
Keawick  is  the  only  direct  male  representative  of  the  0^ 
( )dallcrs,  being  a  descendant  of  that  Andrew  Umphrayof  Bern. 
who  transi)orted  Don  (»omez  de  Medina*  to  Dunkirk;  thoifk 
Major  Cameron  of  (»arth,  through  his  mother,  a  Miss  Moo*' 
of  Oarth,  re|)resents  the  Hendersons  of  Bressay,  who  woe  vst 
to  l>e  descended  from  a  Laf^man  sent  o\-er  in  the  fifteof^ 
century.  The  Bruces  of  Sumburgh  and  Symbistcr  are 
ants  of  William  Bruce  **  Nevoi '*  of  Laurence  **that 
man.**  The  Scotts  of  Mell)V.  who  came  to  the  iiLands  aW 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  arc  said  to  be  a  brancfaci 
the  Scotts  of  Scotslarvct. 

The  Gifl'ords  of  Husta  trace  lack  to  John  Giffurd  '  "*  Renkf.' 
(if  Northmaven,   in    1567,   who  is   said  to   have  becone  < 
Protestant  in  order  that  he  might  marry  a  bdy  at  Abcnietf* 
*  Sec  Apiicntlix  K,  (v  612.     '  Sce/^tt,  p.436.     '  Atff,  voL  v.  ^  4l^ 
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he  Clicynes  of  Tangwick,  to  Heirome  or  Thomas  Jeromy 
'bene,'  minister  of  Tingwall,  1567;  the  EdmondsCons  of 
iuness,  to  Andrew  Edmondstoun,^  minister  of  Mid  and  South 
Tell,  1599  ;  the  Griersons  of  Quendale,  to  James  Greirson,' 
LM.,  minister  of  Tingwall,  1706;  and  the  Hays,  to  Thomas 
iay,»  minister  of  Mid  and  South  Yell,  1717. 

Amongst  the  peasantry  surnames  have  only  come  in  of  late 
'eare,  and  till  quite  recently,  a  man  or  woman  was  simply 
(iiown  as  his  or  her  father's  son  or  daughter.  Thus  John's  son 
William  would  be  known  as  William  Johnson,  whilst  his  son 
lohn  would  become  John  Williamson.  As  in  the  Orkneys,  each 
parish  or  district  has  ils  own  Tee  or  nick  name,  and  a  list  of 
Ihese  names  will  be  found  in  Appendix  L  {p.  614). 

The  list  of  quadrupedal  mammals,  in  Shetland,  is  even  a 
more  restricted  one  than  in  the  Orkneys.  The  Otter,  which 
IS  said  to  be  the  only  really  indigenous  fjuadruped,  is  very 
numerous  round  the  coast  and  is  called  the  tyke.  A  good 
many  are  trapped  in  small  houses  built  of  stones,  and  placed 
along  their  runs.  Hares  were  imported  some  forty  years  or  so 
sgo,  but  never  seem  to  have  thrived  as  they  have  done  in  the 
Orkneys.  Rabbils  are  abundant  in  places.  Stoats,  generally 
known  as  weasels,  were  introduced  a  couple  of  cent\iries  or 
™ore  back,  by  the  royal  falconer  in  revenge  for  being  denied 
hawk-hens  on  one  of  his  visits.  Rats  are  confined  chiefly  to 
Lernick,  and  some  parts  of  Unst,  but  Mice  are  abundant 
"iroughout  the  islands,  except  as  before  mentioned  {]).  172).  A 
'*'alnis  was  killed  at  Fetlar,  in  1815;  a  second  was  seen  at  the 
aitie  place  a  few  days  after;  a  third  was  seen  in  Balta  Sound 
^  i8z8;  a  fourth  is  said  to  have  been  killed,  some  forty 
'•■  fifty  years  back,  on  the  sandy  beach  which  connects  the 
*le  ot  peninsula  of  Uya  with  Northmaven;  and  from  the 
Ascription  given  him,  the  writer  has  every  reason  to  believe 
fifth    was   seen    a    few    years    back  in  Papa    Sound.     On 
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the  island  of  Pnim  Stour,  according  to  Dr.  Fleming,  a  Hawk 
bill  Turtle  (Chelonia  Imhricata)  was  found  during  the  li«! 
century.  Curious  t)ic  fauna  of  the  tropics  and  the  vcc* 
regions  lx;lng  thus,  as  it  were  brought  together!  Sol* 
were  formerly  very  numerous  in  Shetland,  and«  as  in  !■'< 
Orkneys,  were  caught  in  nets,  which  were  set  before  hi^h  »i:r 
around  their  favourite  haunts  on  the  skerries  care  bcii^  takr 
that  the  U])|>er  edge  of  the  net  was  sufficiently  below  the  Mufve 
to  admit  of  the  seals  swimming  over.  When  the  scalthk 
l>een  lying  for  some  time  on  the  rocks,  and  the  tide  hod  Silks 
sufficiently  to  bring  the  uiii>er  ]x>rtion  of  the  net  to  the  nrfxt. 
a  sudden  alarm  was  given,  and  in  their  hurry  to  e<ica|c.  t^ 
animals  iK'came  entangled  in  the  net  Edmondston,'  fnim  whre 
tliis  account  of  netting  selkies  is  taken,  says  that  at  one  time  !fcn 
were  very  generally  eaten  throughout  the  islands  and  NbhoU* 
mentions  a  tradition,  that  the  |>eo|)le  of  Burnt  Fjord  sailed  thee 
down  to  eat  in  time  of  Lent,  which,  as  by  the  Roman  Caihobc 
Church  seals  were  considered  Ash,  was  |)erfectly  lawfiiL  The 
writer  has  t>een  toUl  the  llesli  tastes  like  vcaL  Onlr  two  xais 
are  generally  to  l»e  found,  the  common  seal,  called  bv  t^c 
Shet landers  the  tan^  fish^  and  a  larger  variety  called  <» 
haaf  Jish^  which  latter  animal  has  generally  l)cen  suppL>scd  ^ 
have  been  the  (ireat  Ik'arded  Seal  {Phoca  Barhatm\\jnil  a^tfuc^ 
ing  to  1  )r.  Hrown,  as  l>efore  (]uoted  (p.  207),  is  probably  the  Gr? 
Seal,  Halii'htirus  Grisfui,  As  far  as  the  writer  could  learn  vfact 
moving  through  the  islands,  the  seals  are  everywhere  w* 
much  reduced  in  number.  At  Selchie  Geo  in  Foula,  fonscrh 
a  great  resort,  very  few  are  now  seen.  When  Captain  Veildi ' 
was  there  in  1831  Unh  s])ecies  were  very  nunncrous  aodbt 
mentions  having  seen  not  less  than  forty  in  a  day.  UluiHp 
been  s;ud  alM>ut  tlie  Cftacta  of  the  Orkneys  applies  abo  ^ 
SheiLmd.  where,  in  addition  to  the  whales  that  are  knon^ 
have   been    killed  in  the  C)rkneys,  a  Razor-back  or  Fm^ 

'  IMiii  iiiilstim'^  /ftUxnJ  lilanJi^  voL  ii.  p.  292.     See  sbo  Civ?'*^' 
ihf.u  W'kiU  Hfrrin^  Hskfr\\  p.  6.  «  SitiliaU's  £it!smd,  fi  T^ 

^  WcimriJii  >ucicty\  Mtffkfirj,  vol.  iv.  poft  i.  p.  351X 
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{Batxna  Physalus)^  eighty-two  feet  in  lengih,  was  killed  in 
Balia  Sound,  in  1817  ;  a  specimen  of  the  Narwhal'  or  Sea 
Unicorn  {Monodon  Monoarvs)  driven  ashore  in  Weisdale  Voc 
in  1808;  and  a  Sea  Cow  or  Northern  Manatee^  [Manatus 
Bortalis)  was  caught  in  Yell  Sound  in  1823. 

The  droves  of  Ca'ing  Whales  appear  to  be  largerin  Shetland 
than  in  the  Orkneys,  though  not  reaching  the  number  they  aie  said 
to  do  in  the  Faroes.  The  largest  grind  ever  known  in  Shetland 
took  place  in  Quendale  Bay  on  the  sand  of  September,  1845, 
when  1,540  were  killed  within  hvo  hours,  according  to  Southwell.* 
The  Faroese  look  upon  the  Kreng  or  flesh  of  the  ca'ing  whale 
as  a  luxury,  but  their  Shetland  cousins  cannot  face  it,  though 
during  a  famine'  in  Northraaven,  in  1740,  they  are  said  to  have 
been  compelled  by  necessity  to  overcome  their  repugnance. 
.According,  however,  to  Campbell,^  the  fins  of  the  ca'ing  whales 
were  generally  eaten  by  the  lower  orders  about  the  middle  of  the 
List  century ;  and  he  describes  the  flesh  as  tasting  like  ox-cheek. 
According  to  Scotch  law  all  whales  above  a  certain  size  are 
denominated  royal fiik^  and  belong  to  the  Crown  ;  the  proper 
lest,  as  to  what  constitutes  "  a  royal  fish,"  being,  whether  it  can 
be  "  drawn  from  the  water  to  the  nearest  part  of  the  land  on  a 
main  with  six  oxen  "  or  not.  If  it  cannot,  then  it  is  a  royal 
fish;  if  it  can,  it  falls  into  the  category  of  the  smaller  whales 
and  the  Crown  has  no  claim.  By  the  way,  if  the  wain  was  to 
be  drawn  by  Shetland  oxen,  the  Crown  would  be  able  to  bag  a 
good  many  wh.iies  ihey  would  have  no  chance  of  in  the  south. 
The  lawful  test,  however,  was  nothing  to  that  eighteenth 
century  "  Pate  Stewart,"  James,  sixteenth  Earl  of  Morton,^  who 
could  have  given  his  prototype  any  number  of  points  in  the 

'   Baikie  nnil  IleddJe's  Natural  Hiilnry,  p.  24. 

-  Ihidftn,  p.  22.  '  Ihido'l,  p.  20. 

*  Soulhuell  s  Seats  and  Whales  ef  British  Seas,  p.  1 1 9. 
'-  Uibbetii  Shtllaiiil Isles,  p.  425. 
'■  Campbell's  Great  White  Herrins  Fishery,  p.  6. 
''  VAtaowifAon's  Zetland  Islnntls,  p.  154<'/jf./, 

"  Strange  to  say,  he  iva?  a  (loveriior  of  ihe  British  Museum,  and  Tot  souit 
>mrs  I'resideni  of  llie  RovaJ  ."iocietj'. 
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game  of  gripping  and  won  easily.  This  cultured  nobleaue. 
on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1739,  entered  into  an  agreement  viih 
about  twenty  of  the  heritors,  by  which  he  calmly  assumed  a  v^ 
as  admiral  to  '*  all  whales  and  {Hrllochs,  as  well  great  a«  lauS, 
of  whatever  kind  or  denomination,"  and  determined  thaLu 
regards  any  *'  whales  or  pellochs  "  between  one  fathom  and  « 
in  length  that  should  be  driven  ashore,  one-third  of  the  nhe 
(each  pelloch  or  small  whale  being  taken  at  loj.  sterling)  vai  10 
be  paid  over  by  the  bailie  of  the  district  to  the  actual  capt<v% 
and  that,  as  to  the  remaining  two-thirds,  one  was  to  be  poki  to 
the  proprietor,  and  the  other  handed  over  to  himself:  and  thit. 
as  regards  all  whales  above  four  fathoms  the  laird  on  who« 
shore  they  were  driven  was  to  see  to  the  flinching  and  boding 
down,  and  be  accountable  on  oath  to  his  lordship  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  value  at  the  fixed  rate  of  X5X.  sterling  per  band 
According  to  Burkc,^  this  modem  "grip]ier"  was  in  1746  coo- 
fined  for  three  months  in  the  Bastile.  Can  he  hai'e  bcca 
gripping  anything  in  France  ? 

The  heritors  still  claim  a  third  share  on  all  whales  dnvta 
ashore,  on  *'  use  and  wont,"  though  whether,  if  the  claim  »  n<r 
tried,  as  it  is  threatened  will  l)e  done,  it  can  be  substantiated. » 
doubtful.  As  has  iK'en  )>efore  mentioned,  the  minister^  vat 
not  above  greasing  their  fingers  in  whale  oil,  aixi  claimiac 
tithes,  although  the  lM)ats  with  which  the  whales  were  drivca 
had  already  ])aid  teind  Ash  as  conifKisition.  One  more  whale 
story  iK'fore  saying  good-bye  to  the  leviathans  of  the  dcefk  Oi 
the  23rd  November  last  year,  some  fishermen  ohserrcd  a  layr 
lM>dy  floating  some  three  miles  off  Fitful  Head,  which  tumid 
out  to  be  a  finncr  whale,  measuring  78  feet  in  length  tfi 
12  feet  in  breadth  of  tail,  whilst  the  jawlione  was  18  feel  A 
curious  fact  w.is  that  the  irrtfbnr  were  completely  bnkfS 
through  about  the  middle,  and  it  was  sup|x>sed  that  the«W^ 
was  tlie  **  sea  scr])ent "  the  skip|H.T  of  a  ship,  that  had  rcccntlr 
foundered,  rejMirted  he  had  been  in  collision  with- 

Like  that  of  the  Orkneys  the  ornithology  of  Shetland  ii ' 

>  Burke'i  /Vvrj/i^ 
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very  varied  one.  In  the  editorial  list  of  birds  given  in  Saxby's 
Birds  of  Shetland  two  hundred  and  two  species  are  given  as 
having  been  observed  in  the  islands  up  to  1874,  some  few 
however  appear  to  be  very  doubtful  cases.  As  in  the 
southern  group,  improvement  in  agriailture,  the  greater  at- 
tention paid  to  the  few  gardens  that  exist,  and  especially 
the  planting  of  the  small  grove  of  trees,  by  the  late  Dr. 
Laurence  Edmondston,  around  his  residence,  Halligarth,  in 
Unst,  have  led  to  the  modiflcalion  of  the  habits  and  increase 
in  numbers  of  some  species,  and  the  introduction  of  some 
hitherto  unknown  in  the  islands.  The  Peewit  or  Green  Plover, 
for  instance,  formerly  unknown,  or  nearly  so,  is  increasing  in 
niimbers  every  year.  Those  in  want  of  detailed  information 
nn  the  ornithology  of  Shetland  are  referred  to  Saxby's  Birds  0/ 
Shetland}  from  which  the  following  notes  have  been  taken,  as 
ihe  subject  is  far  too  large  to  be  referred  to  here  except  as  to 
jome  of  the  more  salient  points.  Whether  the  Golden  Eagle 
;ver  bred  in  Shetland  is  doubtful,  and  in  many  of  the 
instances,  where  it  is  said  to  have  been  seen,  the  observer,  in  all 
[jrobability,  mistook  the  Erne  or  White-tailed  Eagle  for  its  nobler 
■elaiive.  Even  the  Erne,  which  in  former  years  seems  to  have 
jcen  almost  as  plentiful,  and  probably  rather  more  so,  than  the 
rommoner  hawks  in  an  English  agricultural  district,  are  be- 
:oming  fewer  every  year,  and  very  few  pairs  are  left  still 
;o  breed.  The  beautiful  Osprey  is  occasionally  seen,  the 
"p'riter  saw  a  very  fine  specimen  that  had  been  picked  up 
ikad  under  Fitful  Head  in  1878.  Of  the  tA\-iC\  Fakonidie ;  the 
Greenland  Falcon  is  said  to  be  not  infrequent,  the  Iceland 
Falcon  becoming  rare,  but  the  Peregrines  fretjuent.  Of  the 
smaller  hawks,  the  Merlin  is  numerous,  the  Hen  Harrier  not 
uncommon,  and  the  Kestrel  is  supposed  to  breed  in  a  few 
places.  The  Sparrow-hawk,  which  is  common  in  Orkney,  is  at 
the  present  day  rare  in  Shetland.  Of  the  StrigiJis ;  the  Great 
Kagle  Owl,  or  Bubo  Afaximus,  has  only  occasionally  been  seen 
'   Edinburgh  :   Madachlin  and  Sleviarl.     London :  Simpkin,  Mar^hnll, 
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of  late  years  in  Unst,  once  in  1863  and  again  by  Dr.  Saib« 
himself  in  187 1  ;  the  Snowy  Owl  (Syrnia  Nydea)  is  believed  v 
visit  the  North  Isles  regularly  every  year,  but  no  longer  to  breed 
there,  if  it  ever  did.  The  Short-eared  Owl  is  the  onljone 
that  is  at  all  common.  Ravens  and  Hooded  Crows  arc  m 
numerous  ;  like  the  vultures  in  tropical  countries,  the  ra^er-^ 
si!cm  to  know  by  instinct  where  carrion  is  to  be  foud 
How  numerous  ravens  were  and  are,  in  both  the  Orknp^ 
and  Shetland,  is  evidenced  by  the  nuinlier  of  Kammd  \M< 
i.e.  Raven's  Geos  (Icelandic  Ilra/n  or  Uramn^  a  ravens  »'- 
tind  all  round  the  rocky  coast  line.  Saxby  ^  nicntioiii»  lHi* 
some  whales  having  l>een  flinched  at  Uya  Sound  in  Apr. 
1S64,  ravens,  for  long  enough,  kept  coming,  apparcBti* 
every  day  in  increasing  numlnrrs,  so  much  so,  that  he  estinu'-c^ 
that,  one  night,  <{uite  eight  hundred  were  roosting  on  the  Uk 
of  Uya  after  their  gorge.  They  arc  even  said  to  drive  ibc 
half-star\'ed  [Kinies  and  shee]>  in  winter  over  the  cliffiL  Rm* 
are  occasionally  seen  in  s]>ring ;  and  in  Low's  day  «r: 
supiK)sed  to  be  forerunners  of  famine.  The  Foula  pert*: 
call  them  Scotch  crou*5^  and  say  they  are  generadlr  seen  '^ 
March  and  .XpriL  Grouse  were  tried  even  before  Brand's  iw*^ 
but  they  never  seem  to  liave  thrived  ;  though  in  the  wokt- 
Mainland  the  heather  sooms  i{uite  long  enough  for  them.  Tr-t 
<|iiantity  of  ravens  and  hooded  crows,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
)>LTegrines,  will  always,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  be  against  thrr 
being  successfully  introduced.  Woodcocks  are.  probably,  wif 
numerous,  than  is  generally  believed,  and,  according  lo  tbc 
editorial  list  in  Saxby's  Birds ^  are  Inrcoming  less  rare  cnr^ 
year.  The  (freat  or  Double  Sni}»c  is  occasionally  found;  l^ 
writer  was  told  of  one  or  two  instances  having  been  iamc 
near  Ix-Twick  a  few  years  back.  The  common  Snif«  bi«c6 
largely  in  the  island  and  seems  t(^  be  reinforced  by  xn^psB^ 
dining  the  autumn  as  well.  One  curious  phase  about  1^ 
Nni|>e  is,  that,  one  day  a  favourite  haunt  will  ap|iear  de»<f^ 
md  on  another  they  ^ill  swarm  there.     Like  the  sni|«,  Gc«^ 

'  Sa\*>'i/Vi/ji  .^J  SkifiamJ,  p.  I  a?. 
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Plover  are  very  numerous  in  Shetland,  and  in  autumn  the 
native  biids  are  largely  added  to  by  foreign  migrants,  the 
flocks  seen  at  times  being  simply  enormous,  thousands  being 
nearer  the  mark  than  hundreds.  Probably  no  bird  is  so  easy 
to  lose,  when  shot,  as  the  golden  plover,  unless,  the  moment 
it  tails,  you  walk  up  to  the  spot  and  bag  it,  as,  once  your  eye 
is  off  it,  so  perfectly  at  rimes  does  the  plumage  of  the  bird 
biend  with  the  surrounding  surface,  that  you  may  almost  walk 
on  lo  it  before  you  see  it,  and  this,  too,  on  ground  perfectly 
destitute  of  heather  or  vegetation. 

Herons  are  in  places  tolerably  numerous  during  the  laie 
autumn  and  winter  months,  but  are  said  rarely  to  breed  in 
the  island,  being  seen  by  the  fishermen  in  the  autumn  months 
in  the  early  mom  flying  in  from  the  eastward  That  they  do 
breed  at  times,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  as  the  writer  saw  a  pair 
flying  overhead  near  Rooer  Water  on  the  19th  of  June,  r88o. 

Both  the  Curlew  or  whaup  and  the  Whimbrel  or  peerU 
u'kaup  are  very  numerous,  though  quite  as  wide  awake  as 
ihey  are  elsewhere. 

Saxby  '  mentions,  that  the  Shetlanders  regard  with  horror  the 
idea  of  eating  them,  and  that  one  visitor  lo  the  isles  used  to  be 
spoken  of  as  "  the  man  that  ate  the  whaup." 

Amongst  water-fowl  the  Wild  Geese  are  practically  only 
represented  by  the  Brent  Goose,  as,  though  the  Bean,  the  Grey- 
lag, and  the  White-fronted  Geese  occasionally  are  seen,  it  i,s 
only  at  rare  intervals;  whilst  the  Bernicle,  so  common  in  the 
Orkneys,  has  only  been  once  recorded  in  Shetland. 

The  ordinary  Wild,  or  Hooper,  Swans,  too,  simply  seem  to 
rest  for  a  day  or  so,  during  their  autumnal  and  VL-rna!  migra- 
tions from  and  to  more  northern  regions,  and  do  not  remain 
through  the  winter,  as  they  do  sometimes  in  the  Orkneys. 
Many  of  the  hoopers,  killed  in  Shetland,  ore  found  with 
the  web  of  the  feet  notched  and  bored,  and  are  therefore 
supposed  to  be  Icelandic  birds,  as  in  that  island  they 
arc    kept    in    a    senii-domesticattd    state.       Uewick's    Swan, 

1  S^t.hy'i  BirJ,  0/  i^t/lalJ,  p.  it)2. 
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though  not  so  numerous  as  the  Hooper,  is  not 
The  Shicldrake,  which  is  tolerably  abundant  ia  Orkoev. 
has,  according  to  Saxby,  only  been  recorded  three  tnxs 
in  Shetland.  How  therefore  came  Hibbcrt^  to  uy  o( 
Balta  Island,  that  the  shicldrakc  bred  in  the  rabbit  \nrvm 
there?  Of  the  true  Ducks,  the  Mallard  is  very  cotnirmB 
the  Teal  fairly  numerous,  the  Wigeon  a  regular  Tisuc. 
Garganey  and  Pintail  rare.  The  Eider  Ducks,  or  Dwdewu  axt 
very  numerous,  and  occasionally  eggs  have  been  taken  froe 
the  nest  and  hatched  out  under  domestic  poultry.  In  bcn| 
ferried  across  the  sounds  in  summer,  you  occasionally  cook 
across  mother  duck  and  young  brood,  but  the  handsome  dokc 
seems  generally  absent ;  |)erhai)s  he  has  a  recognised  pndcr 
month. 

.According  to  Saxby,  otters  arc  the  greatest  enemies  6i  ^ 
young  birds,  though  the  greater  black-backed  and  henring-g^ 
are  said  to  have  a  weakness  for  young  dunUr  when  they  or 
get  it.  None  of  the  Scoters  are  so  numerous  as  in  Orknrt . 
the  PcM'hard,  Scaup,  and  Tufted  Ducks  are  winter  \isiton.  TV 
Lon^'-tailed,  Herald,  or  Calloo  Duck,  is  said  after  the  maQardt: 
l>e  tlie  most  numerous  of  all,  but,  unlike  the  mallard,  it  doe 
not  remain  to  breed.  The  Golden  Eye  and  Red -breasted  Me 
^anscT  are  common,  the  Smew  and  Goosander  rare,  andfpec 
mens  of  all  the  (irebes  are  at  times  to  be  met  with.  Tk 
handsomest,  and  nearly  the  lar^^est  of  all  the  water-fowl  to  be 
met  with  in  the  islands,  the  Great  Northern  Diver  or  Iwm9 
Goosf^  is  tolerably  i>lentiful  along  the  coast  during  the  raKS- 
but  few  birds  are  so  hard  to  get  within  range  of  as  tlUH- 
probahly  the  most  {Kjwerful  swimmer  amongst  all  Br&^ 
a<iuatic  biriN,  which  seems  to  hold  its  own  with  oamncBVK^ 
.IS  much  ease,  as  Hanlan  does  with  other  scullers.^ 

Sa\l>v  n;ivs  the  Rain  GiH*se^  as  the  natives  call  the  Red-thniacc 
Diver,  is  less  numerous,  th.in  the  Jmmer  Ccose^  but  thev^^ 
<'oul(l  hardly  have  su|»]>osed  this  was  the  case,  so  c^ 
stantly    durini:    summer    and    autumn   do    you    hear 

1  lliM«rt's  SAfilamd  L!a^  p. 
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Uttering  their  peculiar  note,  when  you  are  fishing  in  any  of 
the  out-of-the-way  iochs.  In  the  Orkneys  loo,  Baikie  and 
Heddle  say,  that  they  are  far  more  numerous,  than,  either  the 
great  northern  diver,  or  the  black-throated  diver.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  members  of  the  Laridm,  the  Ivory,  Iceland,  and 
Glaucous  gulls  are  regular  winter  visiiors.  The  Great  Skua  or 
Bonxie,  as  it  is  generally  termed,  and  ihe  Richardson's  Skua,  on 
the  other  hand,  only  come  for  the  breeding  season.  Full  de- 
scriptions of  these  birds  will  be  found  post  (pp.  520-32).  Saxby 
states  that  the  Fulmar  Petrel,  or  Mallimokc,  though  constantly 
seen  at  the  haaf  fishing,  never  breeds  in  Shetland.  The  writer, 
however,  was  told  when  in  Foula  that  a  few  mallimokes  bred 
under  the  Kaim,  but  will  not  vouch  for  his  authority.  The 
Manx  Shearwater,  or  Lyrie,  though  common,  is  not  looked  upon 
as  the  tit-bit  it  is  in  the  Orkneys — a  fact  Low  was  rather  struck 
with.  The  Stormy  Petrel,  or  Mother  Carey's  chickens,  are  said 
to  be  very  numerous.  According  to  Saxby,  with  the  single 
exception  of  one  specimen  of  the  Black  Tern,  Sterna  Fissipes, 
only  the  Arctic  Tern  has  been  seen  in  Shetland.  The  writer, 
however,  believes  he  killed  at  the  Loch  of  Sung  near  Walts, 
on  the  5lh  of  September,  1879,  a  specimen  of  the  Little  Tern, 
Sltma  Minuta,  as  the  bird  tallied  completely  with  the  descrip- 
tion in  Macgillivray,  which  he  had  with  him.  The  Gannet  or 
Soland  Goose,  is  constantly  seen  at  sea,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
It  ever  breeds  in  the  group  ;  if  it  docs  so,  it  is  sujiposcd  lo  be  at 
the  Out  and  North  Stacks.  Both  of  the  Cormorants,  the 
Common  Guillemot,  or  Longif,  the  Black  Guillemot,  or  Tyslif. 
the  Ringed  Guillemot,  the  Little  Auk,  or  RotchU,  the  Puffin, 
or  Tiiinmy  Norie,  and  the  Razor-bill,  or  IVi/lock,  are  very  ahun- 
dant  or  common.  One  curious  fact  about  the  Shetland  fauna 
is  noticed  by  Brand,  that  neither  frogs  nor  toads,  which  are 
abundant  in  the  Orkneys,  are  to  be  found  in  Shetland. 
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NOTKn   on   the    flora   nF  SHFTHND. 
HY    lEIFK    WIIITF^    I..R.<-.S.r. 

The  Botany  of  Shetland  cannot  be  undertaken  In  ^ 
botanist  without  much  travelling,  as  the  rarer  plants  are  i«P 
much  scattered  over  the  islands  which  compose  the  pw?* 
Beginning  at  Unst,  on  the  Utsta,  or  Oat  Stack,  the  C^ckUtm 
Offidfialis  grows  in  great  luxuriance.  It  is  interesting  is  bfn| 
the  i)lant  which  grows  in  the  most  northern  put  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions.  On  the  serpentine  hills  on  the  aord 
side  of  Ralta  Sound  is  found  the  Arenaria  Xarvegim,  t^ 
only  other  British  station  for  this  plant  being  North  RooaldBi 
in  the  Orkneys.  On  the  same  serpentine  hills  grow  Dnh 
InCiifhu  ^folima  D^pauptrata^  Triodia  Demimhemi,  Jftkt 
/V/fiAi.  ThalUtrum  Alpinunty  Carex  Pmluana,  On  the 
side  of  Rdta  Sound,  west  of  Ordale  House,  is  fooad  a 
dance  the  Ophu^lossum  Vu/^iitum  :  and  in  the  san 
hood  the  Poly  podium  Dryopteris  ;  the  only  station  in 
where  it  is  to  l>e  found. 

In  a  hum  near  Skaw  is  found  the  Hymitufkyllmm  WSbm, 
<  )n  llic  pebbly  Nand  of  Burr.i  Fiord  the  ^^Latkyrm 
a  rare  liriiish  plant,  was  at  one  time  said  to  grow.     It 
still.  b.it  we  failed  to  discover  it.     The  TrumiaHs  EmnfM  9 
found  at  Hermaness. 
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In  Yell  and  Fetlar  the  flora  is  much  the  same  as  found 

'-"oinnioniy  over  Shetland. 

On  Kooeness  Hill,  on  the  Mainland,  are  to  be  found  the 
"ilbiring  : — On  the  north-western  slopes  of  the  hill  the  Loiit- 
^fuiia  Preeuirtbeus,  Arctostaphyhs  Alpma,  ArcioUaphyloi  Ui-a- 
Vrsi,  Akhemilla  Atfiiia,  Gnapbaliiim  Alpiiiufi,  Sediiia 
Hhodiola,  &c.  Above  Sand  Voe  is  found  the  beautiful  bright 
purpie  Saxifraga  OppositiJoUa  growing  abundantly  on  the  green 
slopes;  the  only  other  Shetland  station  for  this  plant  being 
fitful  Head,  Dunrossoess. 

In  a  small  loch  ai  the  base  of  Rooeness  Hill,  on  the  north 
side,  is  found  the  Nympkaa  Alba?- 

We  will  not  detail  any  other  habitats  of  the  Shetland  Bora— 
ihe  brevity  of  this  article  will  not  admit  of  it. 

We  cannot,  however,  pass  on  to  the  enumeration  of  the 
plants  generally  to  be  found,  without  stating  thai  there  is  much 
10  be  done  in  the  elucidation  of  the  Botany  of  Shetland. 
There  are  many  plants  which  are  found  that  are  doubtless 
introduced  by  seeds  from  the  seedsman  in  the  south.  These 
appear  in  the  gardens  and  cornfields  now  and  again,  but  the 
botanist  at  once  discerns  that  they  are  not  indigenous  10 
the  soil. 

The  most  attractive  of  all  the  Shetland  wild  plants  is  the 
beautiful  blue  Scilla  I'trna.  It  is  found  cvL-rjivheru  ;  in  sonio 
places  casting  a  most  brilliant  blue  manile  over  the  green 
sward  in  the  early  spring. 

There  is  nothing  that  can  be  dignified  with  the  title  of  a 
iree,  indigenous  to  Shetland.  Meagre  and  stunted  speciincns, 
of  fyrui  Aaipaiia,  Popiiliii  Nigra,  occur,  these,  probably, 
representing   the  only  native  trees.     The  country  is  virtually 

'  lyiw,  in  his  Tour,  p.  119,  mentions  having,  in  I.onRi  Walcr,  ncir 
Walls,  founil  "  Xymfh.ra  Alba,  or  Great  Water  I.ily,  /■/.  .V«,v,  470,  in 
;;reat  i^ltnly,  ihc  only  lime  I  have  seen  il  in  Orkney  or  ^helIancl,  nor  .io 
Ilhinkit  is  to  be  roimiiany«!iereelw  through  thtm.  TbcJloiier^  very 
large,  equalling  a  small  Tu]i[i ;  the  pel^ils  mosl  iiumfruus,  appniacliin'^  to 
i  fill!  rlwer;  the  only  instance  that  I  kniw  of  this  in  our  l>btid 
CiIalo^Tie."— J.  k.  T. 
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treeless.  The  only  notable  exception  of  trees  growing  to  vv 
size  are  those  around  Busta  House,  which  were  planted  dok 
than  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  Horse  Chestnut,  Mouotiic 
Ash,  Sycamore,  and  common  Ash,  grow  there  in  wondcrjc. 
luxuriance.  That  Shctlan<l  was  well  covered  with  wood  c 
one  time  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  The  evidence  of  this  » 
seen  everywhere;  in  the  roots  and  trunks  of  trees  which irt 
constantly  being  exposed  in  the  digging  of  peats,  &c 

The  ferns  to  Ix*  found  in  Shetland  are  namely: — 

Jfymenophylluin  WUsonu  rare,  Skaw,  Unst. 

J^eris  Ai/uiiifia^  common. 

BkchnutH  Borcale^  abundant 

AspUnium  Ruta-muraria,  rare. 

AspUnium  Marinum^  frequent 

AspUnium  Adiantum  Ni^ntm^  diflfe  near  Rusta  and  Son*- 
maven  generally. 

AspUnium  Fc/ix  Ki'mina,  Island  of  Linga,  at  the  mouth  <-' 
OIna  Firth. 

SioioprnJnum    I'n/i^tirt',   Sanday-binks,    Scalloway,  rare,  r 
not  now  extinct. 

Xephrodium  Filix  Alas^  abundant 

Xtph rihiium  ThelypUris^  f r ct  i  m  e 1 1 . 

Xephrodium  OrecpUris^  >k)rth  Rooe. 

Poly  podium  Vul^arc^  common. 

Po/ypodium  PArt^opUris,  rare,  Brae,  Dclting. 

Poly  podium  DryopUris,  rare,  Ordalc,  Balta  Sound 

Potrxchium  Lunaria.  common. 

Op/u\xlossum  I  ul^atum^  rare,  Ordalc,  Balta  Sound. 

Osmunda  Kegalis^  probably  now  extinct,  through  tbf 
vnndalism  of  fern  hunters,  but  ont  e  found  at  Sandwich,  TrA 

riic  following  plants  arc  conmion  or  pretty  fret^ueot  ^ 
Siictland  : — 

Armcria  Maritima,  Anchusa  Arvensis,  Authriscus  Syh-otRs. 
A.  Vulgaris,  Ac  hilhea  IMarmica,  A.  Millefolium,  Arenam  P'l* 
ioides,  A.  Subulata,  .Anthyllis  Vulncraria,  Apar^  Antmniuitf* 
Atrijijcx  Tatub.  A.  Dcltoidea,  A.  Rosea,  Arctostaphjioi  l***' 


NOTES  ON  THE  FLORA  OF  SHETLAND.  425 

t7rsJ,  Angelica  Sylvestris,  Artemesia  Vulgaris,  Bellis  Perennis, 
^arex  Ovalis,  C.  Pulicaris,  C.  Dioica,  C.  CEderii,  C.  F[ava, 
^  Arenaria,  C.  Binervis,  C.  Speirostachya,  C.  Precox,  C. 
joodenovii.  C  Recurva,  C.  AmpuUacea,  Cackile  Maritima, 
ii^apsella  Bursa -Past  oris,  Cochlearia  Officinalis,  C,  Danica,  C. 
jreeniandica,  Cardamine  Pratensis,  Calluna  Vulgaris,  Carduos 
^alustris,  C.  Lanceolatus,  C.  Arvensis,  Chrysanthemum  Leu- 
lanthemum,  C.  Segetum,  C.  Inodorum,  Caltha  Palustris,  Cal- 
itriche  Vema,  C.  Autumnali.  C.  Platycarpa,  Cherleria  Sedoides, 
^erasteum  Glomeratum,  C.  Triviale,  Chenopodium  Album, 
Jrosera  Longifolia,  D.  Rotundifolia,  Daucus  Caroia,  Eleocharis 
'alustris,  E,  Caispitosa,  Eriophonim  Va^inatum,  E.  Poly- 
tachion,  E.  Angustifolium,  Epilobiura  Palustre,  Erica  Cine- 
ea,  E.  Tetralix,  Euphrasia  Officinalis,  Euphorbia  Helioscopia, 
'k|uisetum  Arvense,  E.  Palustre,  E.  Limosum,  E.  Sylvaticum, 
'umaria  Officinalis,  Gnaphalium  Dioicum,  Gentiana  Cam- 
lebtris,  Glaux  Maritima,  Gymnadynia  Conopsia,  G.  Albida, 
ialeopsis  Telrahit,  Galium  Verum,  G.  Palustre,  G.  Saxatile, 
j,  Boreale,  G.  Witheringii,  G.  Uliginosum,  Geranium  Moile, 
4aben3ria  Viridis,  Hedcra  Helix,  Hydrocoule  Vulgaris,  Hera- 
ilcum  Spondylium,  Hypericum  Puichrum,  Hippuris  Vulgaris, 
uncus  EfFusus,  J.  Compressus,  J.  Lamprocarpus,  J.  BufonJus. 
.  Squarrosus,  J.  Uliginosus,  J.  Acutiflorus,  Jasione  Montana, 
ris  Pseudo-acorus,  Juniperus  Communis,  J.  Nana,  Littorella 
^ctistris,  Lithosjiermum  Maritimum,  Linum  Calharticum, 
,amium  Purpureum,  L.  Incisum,  L  Intermedium,  L.  Album, 
.onicora  Periclymenum,  Leonlodon  Taraxacum,  Lycopodium 
ielago,  U  Selaginoides,  J-  Alpinum,  Lychnis  Floscuculi,  I.. 
)ioica,  Lathyrus  Pratensis,  Lunula  Sylvatica,  L.  Pilosa,  Mer- 
ensia  Maritima,  Mcnyanthes  Trifoliata,  Myosotis  Palustris. 
^I.  Versicolor,  M.  Arvensis,  M,  CoUina,  Narlhecium  Ossi- 
ragum,  Orchis  Latifolia,  O.  Mascula,  0.  Maculata,  Primula 
.'ulgaris,  Parnassia  Palustris,  Polygonum  Hydropiper,  P. 
^viculare,  P.  Persicaria,  P.  Amphibium,  P.  Vivi[>arum,  Pin- 
;uicula  Vulgaris,  Pedicularis  Sylvatica,  P.  Palustris,  Plantayo 
Major,  P.  l.anceolata,  P.  Maritima,  P.  Coronopus,  Potamogeton 
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Natans,  Polygala  Vulgaris,  Potentilla  Anserina,  P.  Conunin. 
P.  Tormentilla,  Papavcr  Dubium,  Rosa  Canina,  R.  Tomcoiou. 
Ranunculus  Acris,  R.  Repens,  R.  Ficaria.  R.  Flanunula.  K. 
Reptans,  Rumex  Crispus,  R.  Aquaticus,  R.  Acetosa,  R.  Accto- 
sella,  Rhinanthus  Crista  Galli,  Raphanus  Raphanistnim.  Soj 
Verna,  Scabiosa  Succisa,  Senecio  Jacoboea,  S.  Vulgani  > 
Aquaticus,  Stachys  Sylvatica,  S.  Palustris,  Statice  LimoniM. 
Sinapis  Arvcnsis,  Salix  Repens,  S.  Argentea,  S  Aurita,  Spirzi 
Ulmaria,  Schobcria  Maritima,  Salicornia  Herbacea,  SafU 
Procumbens,  S.  Maritima,  Solidago  Virgaurea.  Stellarta  MedJ. 
S.  Uliginosa,  S.  Graminca,  Selene  Acaulis,  S.  M antima,  SpergsJ 
An-ensis,  S.  Marina,  Scdum  Rhodiola,  S.  Anglicum,  Sooc&ei 
( )leraceus,  S.  Arvensis,  Schcenus  Nigricans,  Triglochin  Mirc 
mum,  T.  Palustre,  Trifolium  Repens,  T.  Pratense,  T.  Medi;:!!. 
Tanacetum  Vulgare,  Thalictnim  Alpinum,  Uitica  Urcm  I' 
1  )ioica,  Vicia  ().  Cracca,  V.  Saliva,  Viola  Castna,  V.  TricoirT. 
V.  Arvensis,  Vaccinium  Myrtillus,  Veronica  Seqiyllifoio.  ^ 
Ikrccabunga,  V.  Anagallis,  V.  Chama^lr)'S,  V.  Hedcnt^.i*^ 
V.  Ar>cnsis,  V.  Ofticinalis,  Zostcra  Marina. 

The  rarer  plants  arc  : — 

Anai^tillis    Tendla,  shores  of  Ixxrh   of  Cliff,   Unst;  So^- 
Lerwick. 

Aral'is  Petnra^  hills  north  side  of  Balta  Sound. 

Arctostafhylos  Aipina^  abundant  near  top  of  Rooeness  W- 

Arcnaria   Xonrj(u\i^  serpentine   hill  on  the  nonh  shic  ■■ 
luilta  Sound. 

Arctium  Lappa^  I  )unrossncss. 

Artemisia  Absinthium^  Mucklc  Rooe,  &c. 

/>>/<!  Afaritima^  Hrcssay. 

Carcx  Incur-ca,  Dunrossness. 

Campanula  Kotundifolia^  I ^x firth,  TingwalL 

Draba  Jncana^  Fctlar,  North  Rooe. 

Erythnra  LittoraUs^  Sullam  Voe. 

Eryni^ium  Marttimum^  Tangwick,  Northmaren  ;  Brtssiy- 

Kf^ilobium  Montanum^  I ^x firth,  Tingwall ;  Belmont,  I'wt 

J\ptlobium  An^isti/oiium,  Rooeness  Hill;  Bunm  Fiord, U* 
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Fragaria  Vesea,  Busti;  San  day-banks,  ScaltOH'sy. 

Glaucium  Lvieum,  Sullam  Voe. 

Gtntiana  AmariHa,  Dunrossness. 

Galium  Bortate,  North  Rooe. 

Gnaphalium  Supinum,  Rooeness  Hill. 

Gnaphalium  UligimsHft,  Upper  Sound,  Lerwick. 

Hieractun  Dcnticulatum,  Buna  Fiord,  Unst. 

Hieraceum  Murorum,  Northmaven. 

Hypericum  Perforatum,  Ollaberry. 

Juiuus  Trigiumis,  Rooeness  Hill. 

Loiseleuria  Procumbens,  slopes  near  the  summit  of  Roociicw 
HiU. 

Mottiiiia  Depauptrala,  Rooeness  Hill. 

Popului  Nigra,  Walls  ;  Busta. 

Potamogeton  Luans,  P.  Crispus,  Tingwall  I,och;  Ixich  of  Cliff. 

Potampgeton  Htternphyllus,  Burra  Fiord,  Unst. 

Patamogtton  Pectinatiu,  Dales  Voe,  Dclting. 

Pyrola  Media,  Walls. 

PflaiiUs  Vulgaris,  near  Ollaberry. 

Lalhynts  Maritimus,  Burra  Fiord,  Unst,  probably  now  exlincl. 

Rap/ianiis  Maritimiis,  Brossay. 

Rupia  Marilima,  Mossbank. 

Ridm  Sixalili!.  Voe  Bum,  OIna  Firlh  ;  Ollaberry.  Nortli- 
in.iven. 

Sparganiuin  Natans,  Loch  near  Symbister  House,  Whals,n\-  : 
near  Heylor,  Rooeness  Voe. 

Saxi/raga    Oppoiiti/alia,  Fitful    Head,    Dunrossness;   Saiiii 
N'oe.  Northmaven,  on  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Voe. 

.Siirpiis  iMCiistris^  Sandivater  Loch  ;  Loch  of  Lund,  Unsi, 

SiM'aldia  Proaimhais,  Rooeness  Hill. 

Triodia  Deniinheiii. 

Trolhiis  Eiiropieiis,  Qucndnle,  Dunrossness. 

Tricntalis  Eiirsptca.  Herman  Ness,  Llnst. 

Tiiisilago  Farfara,  Ollaberry;  Hillswick ;  Tresla,  .Sandsliuj:. 

Ulriciihnia  /W-./m,  Rooeness  Voe;  Walls,  &c. 
r  Uliginonim,  North  of  Unst. 
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As  already  stated,  there  are  many  plants  found  in  Sbetlim! 
besides  those  we  have  tabulated,  but  as  they  are  evidently 
introduced  they  cannot  claim  to  be  indigenous.  Thus  there  arc 
the  beautiful  scarlet  Anagallis  Arvensis,  Veronica  Buxbaanui. 
Scilla  Nutans,  Aquilegia  Vulgaris,  Doronicum  Plrdaliandir. 
Lapsana  Communis,  Agrostemma  Githago,  Onopordon  Aot; 
thium,  Centaurea  Cyanus,  Geranium  Phaeum,  Ulex  Earopu. 
and  many  others. 

There  are  no  rare  grasses,  and  what  are  found  are  ven 
much  similar  to  what  are  to  be  got  in  other  parts  of  the  British 
Islands. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

S  H  ET  L  A  N  D. — F  A  1  K     ISLE. 

" A  lonel;  isle 

'Twiit  Hefland  and  the  Otltneys  (here  l.ioms  forth. 

Uprearing  high  to  Heaven  its  bold,  proud  bead, 

The  Fair  Isle— to  Shetknd  appertaining, 

And  of  like  origin,  and  by  like  race 

Inhabited  at  firit.     A  mere  insect 

It  seemeth,  from  a  thick  snarm  di^jniii'd, 

And  here  alone  into  the  nave  cast  djMii. 

Scarce  to  one  hundred  Count  the  soul:^  v/hn  dutill 

Upon  (he  sjutb  side  of  this  desert  spot, 

Ijke  earth's  last  habitants,  or  like  to  men 

Forgotten  by  the  world,  strange  to  the  age. 

Unmoved  by  other  change  (ban  (be  raindrops 

Of  birth  and  death  which  variation  make, 

And  grave  themselves  into  their  life's  hanl  soil." 

"Fair  Isle."  from  tho 


■  all  dtpends  on  the  state  of  tide  and  clearness  of  Ihe 
)Sphere,  whether  the  steamer  proceeds  from  Kirkwall  down 
String,  and  through  Auskerry  Sound,  or  runs  down  tlirough 
ness  Sound  to  the  Start,  whence  you  t.ikc  your  leave  of  the 
leys.  Four  hours  or  so,  in  fine  weather,  frotn  the  time  you 
;  Kirkwall  will  bring  you  abreast  the  southern  end  of  Fair 
Any  one,  who  contemplates  spending  a  few  days  on  this 
los  in  the  wild  North  Sea,  had  better  write  a  month  or  so 
rehand  to  Mr.    Laurence,  who,  as  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
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Justices,  looks  after  law  and  order,  as  Catechist  of  the  Chare: 
of  Scotland  looks  after  the  spiritual  wants    of  such  of  'J)c 
natives  as  cling  to  the  Old  Kirk,  as  registrar  sees  to  the  nor 
Inrring  of  the  people,  as  schoolmaster  attends  to  the  **  skel|)iDg 
the  bairns,  and  as  Lloyd's  agent  and  the  representative  of  !■"( 
l)oard  of  IVade  sees  to  the  lifeboat,  clifT  ladders,  and  rockrr 
apiiaratus,  and  the  **  welcomin*  o'  strangers"  whom  wind.  vc<. 
or  fog  may  throw  on  the  shores  of  his  dominions.     He  nujr  \k 
able  to  fmd  accommodation.     When  the  writer  was  there.  -^ 
i8So,  a  new  schoolhouse  was  being  erected  in  accordances/.^ 
the  requirements  of  My  I^rds  of  the  Education  Departmec'. 
and,  perhaps,  the  old  schoolhouse  may  be  available  in  future  i« 
.1  hospice.     Mr.  Laurence  would  arrange  to  send  a  boat  oai  :. 
meet  the  steamer,  in  which  you  could  disembark  in  comtbr 
1  lowever,  by  asking  tiie  captain  to  hoist  a  flag  at  the  forcou>: 
head,  as  he  approaches  the  island,  you  are  almost  certain  of : 
l)oat,  as  **  l)oat  hires ''  are  not  to  l)e  picked  up  everyday  by  the 
Fair  Islanders,  by  whom  they  are  considered  quite  as  ibik: 
"  Cjod  sends,"  as  thcv  were  all  over  Shetland  in  Hibbert's  di) 
It  might  be  as  well  to  take  some  meat  with  yon  from  Kirk 
wall,  and,  of  course,  what  liquids  you  are  in  need  of  in  t^e 
sha|K;  of  wine.  l>ecr,  or  spirits. 

Here  a  word  of  caution.  No  one  should  land  on  any  of  these 
islands,  where  there  is  a  chance  of  being  storm-stajred  for  soctl 
liays,  or  it  might  be,  though  rarely  in  ordinary  summers,  vetkv. 
without  a  pocket  enema,  as  alteration  in  diet,  and  what  DOCtfc 
apt  to  bring  on  violent  constipation,  which  purgatives  sceni: 
limes  to  increase  instead  of  disfHrrsing.  One  or  two  liva 
might  have  l>een  saved  here,  and  in  Foula,  had  this  simpk 
means  of  relief  been  within  reach. 

Fair  Isle,  the  Fridarey  of  the  Sa\;a^  should,  properly  iprtfc«C' 
he  known  as  either  Fiiroe^  or  Faary^  or,  if  its  Scandinini" 
name  must  be  .\ngliriscd,  as  Sheep  Isle 

To  the  ]ircscnt  day  the  Orcadian  and  Shetland  smackvK^- 
when  going  lo  the  cod  fishery,  say  they  arc  going  to  the  .Vi^ 
Faroes^  thus  stiggesting,  that  this  and  the  Orcadian  Farasv*^ 
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ince  have  been  known  as  the  South  Faroes.  Situated  some 
wenty-six  miles  from  North  Ronaldsay,  and  twenty-four  from 
iumburgh  Head  in  the  full  swirl  of  tlie  Gulf  Stream,  as  it 
brces  its  way  between  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland,  Fair  Isle 
s  a  conspicuous  example  of  matter  In  the  wrong  place. 
'rominent  enough  in  fair  weather,  it  becomes  during  fogs,  in 
nowstorros,  or  during  the  dark  winter  nights,  owing  to  the 
trong  sets  of  tide  which  sweep  down  on  all  sides  of  it,  one  of 
he  most  dangerous  spots  in  the  North  Sea,  and  its  wreck 
egister  if  it  could  be  compiled,  even  for  this  century  only, 
rould  be  something  appalling. 

It  has  been  proposed — though  whether  it  will  ever  be  carried 
tut  is  doubtful — to  place  a  couple  of  lighthouses  on  the  island, 
me  at  each  end,  and  a  steam  syren  or  fog-horn  in  the  centre. 
Vbout  three  miles  and  a  quarter  in  length  from  Teind  Point  in 
he  S.S.W,  to  theSkroo  in  the  N.N.E.,  the  island  in  its  broadest 
lart  from  the  Holm  of  Borrowster  on  the  west  to  Bu  Ness  on 
he  east,  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  across.  Hedged  round  by 
irecipicous  cliffs  on  almost  all  sides,  it  is  everywhere  fissured 
vith  geos,  few  of  which,  however,  are  available  for  landing, 
hough,  thanks  to  the  South  and  North  Harbours,  it  has  anchor- 
iges,  that,  though  not  completely  land-locked,  are  belter  than 
lone.  Till  somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
he  island  belonged  to  the  Sinclairs  of  Quendale,  by  one  of 
vhom,  according  to  tradition,  it  was  lost  at  cards  to  the  Stewart 
>f  Briigh  of  the  day.  On  the  death  of  the  last  male  Stewart  of 
hat  ilk.  Fair  Isle,  with  his  other  property,  was  sold,  and  the 
■roceeds  devoted — in  accordance  with  a  will,  which  has  already 
;ivcii  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  litigation,  and,  if  all  accounts  are 
rue,  might  have  furnished  the  groundwork  for  a  cause  celt/nr 
IS  interesting  in  its  way  as  any  that  have  yet  been  tried — partly 
.0  hospital  purposes  and  partly  ad  pios  t/sus  or  superstitious 
lonsense,  whichever  way  you  look  at  it.  On  the  sale  the 
sland  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Knice  the  Yr.  of  Sumburgh,  in 
whose  possession  it  still  remains. 

The  great  historical  incidtnt  connected  with  Fair  Isle,  and 
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which  furnishetl  the  subject  for  Jensen's  Poem,  was  the  vrnik 
in  Sivars  (leo,  not  far  from  the  landing-place,  of  one  of  the^iij" 
of  the  Spanish  Armada.  For  a  long  time  it  was  believed,  thju  'Jic 
vessel  in  (question  was  the  flagship  of  the  Spanish  Comnuodc: 
in-Chief,  the  I  )ukc  de  Medina  Sidonia,  but  the  publicatioc  l- 
1829  by  the  IJannatyne  Club  of  the  diar>'  (1556 — 1601/  oi  va 
Rev.  James  .Mclvill,  Minister  of  Anstnithcr,  has  given  u»  :u 
name  of  tlie  admiral  and  so  enabled  us  to  find  the  nime «.' 
his  vessel 

Melvill's  descriiition '  of  the  landing  of  the  survivon  i: 
Ansiruthcr  is  very  <iuainl.  He  begins,  *•  1588.  That  wintJi::c 
king  was  occupied  in  commenting  of  the  Ai>ocaly{ise,  ar.i  ■* 
setting  out  of  scrmontes  ther\'pon  against  the  Papi^ti  ito 
Spainyarts.  And  yit  by  a  piece  of  grait  owersight  the  Pa^»:* 
practeiscd  ncuer  maier  bisselie  in  the  land  and  maid  gn:?:r 
preparations  for  receaving  of  the  S[)ainyards  nor  that  ycir.  Fr-r 
a  lang  tyme  the  ncwes  of  a  Spanish  Nauie  and  armie  hail  U " 
blasit  abrodo  ;  and  about  the  I^imbes  tyde  of  the  158^!.'-* 
Ylan<l  had  \\\\\A  a  feirfuH  effect  tiierof  to  the  vtter  sul>ocn*'' 
bathe  of  Kirk  and  politic  gitf  (lod  h.iid  nocht  wonderful^ 
watched  owor  the  sam,  and  mightalie  faurhtcn  and  dc?"ea!  !'- 
arniic  be  his  Souldiours  the  Klements,  ijuhich  he  maid  al»  k- 
m.iist  fiercely  to  artlict  tham  till  almost  viler  conMimpror. 
Terrible  was  the  fcir,  jK-rsing  war  the  pretching%.  cmc*'- 
/calous,  and  fervent  war  the  prayers,  sounding  was  the  sicfcrt 
and  sobbes.  abounding  was  the  tcares  at  that  Fast  and  («encrz- 
ANNemblic  keepit  at  Kdinburche  when  the  newes  wxsc7vd:N< 
ia»ilil  "  \-c. 

The  worthy  minister  dojs  not  seem  to  have  heaid.  or.  pff- 
haps,  like  a  patriotic  Scot,  affected  ignorance,  of  that  ninc:r; 
fv^ht  from  the  Li/ard  to  Calais,  and  thence  to  Finh  fA  Forc- 
wlic-n  l':ipist  and  i'liritan,  forgetting  for  a  time  the  cvJ-^ 
fliirv  of 

••  Ki^'luin^  like  dfvils  f  »r  concil:ttion, 

AikI  h.-itsM};  cAch  iither  for  the  love  of  (.1  ^I." 

*  Melvill's  Diary^  p.  174, 


i 
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went  forth  together  to  do  or  die  for  their  native  land ;  when 
Howard  of  Effingham,  Drake,  Cumberland,  Sheffield,  Hawkins, 
Frobisher,  Fenner,  and  scores  of  other  daimlless  Englishmen 
Tished  gaily  out  of  every  port  and  creek  on  the  south  coast  to 
each  the  Grandees  of  Spain  such  a  coranlo  as  tiiey  had  never 
Ireamed  of  in  the  sunny  south  ;  when  the  Arke  EawlegJu,  the 
Raynbou'e,  the  Goldui  Lyon,  the  Victory,  the  Antelope,  the  Bull, 
ind  the  Tygtr,  sailed  out  to  salute,  in  most  hearty  fashion,  the 
S.  Martin,  the  ^.  Juan,  the  S.  Marcos,  the  S.  Luys,  the 
X  Afateo,  the  5!.  Jago,  the  S.  Christmial,  and  all  the  other  saints 
,n  the  Spanish  calendar  j  and  when  the  "  God  and  St  George 
Far  merrie  England,"  of  the  crews  of  the  nimble  English 
vessels,  was,  as  the  fight  drifted  slowly  up  Channel,  answered 
defiantly  back,  from  the  top-gallant  forecastles  and  castellated 
poops  of  the  lumbering  Spanish  galleons,  by  the  "St  Jago  y 
Compostella"  of  the  haughty  Dons,  who  were  finding,  that  the 
ibeep,  they  had  come  to  shear,  had  cmeily  sharp  horns,  and 
that  they  knew  how  to  use  them. 

Luckily,  at  that  supreme  crisis  in  the  national  historj-,  the 
statesmen  of  England  were  men  of  action,  not  drifting  dreamers 
hankering  after  a  hopeless  Utopia,  and  England's  stingy 
monarch,  with  all  her  faults,  and  they  were  many,  was  not  given 
to  "'commenting  of  the  Apocalypse,"  and  "setting  out  of 
sermontes,"  and,  though  she  had  ''  but  the  body  of  a  weak  anil 
feeble  woman,"'  had  "  the  heart  of  a  King,  and  of  a  King  ot 
Kngland  loo." 

Amongst  the  many  valuable  documents,  relating  to  the 
Armada,  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  one  of  the  most 
valuable  is  a  copy  of  the  official  Spanish  list  of  the  vessels 
comprising  that  huge  flotilla,  which  King  Philip  so  unluckily 
christened  "  La  Fulicissima  Armada," 

This  list,  which  contains  full  particulars  of  every  vessel, 
its  crew,  armaments,  &;c.,  was  probably  obtained  for  I.urd 
liurghley  by  his  agent  or  spy  in  Spain,  who  wrote  under  the 
initials  "  H.  C."  ' 

It  is  largely  annotated,  not  only  in  Spanish  and  French,  by 

'  See  EQis'i  Original  Idlers,  vol,  m.  p.  136, 
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''  H.  C*  or  some  one  he  employed,  but  also  in  Lord  Bunsh;.-.  > 
own  handwriting. 

From  this  official  list  we  find,  that  the  eighth  division  oi  :*-* 
Armada  consisted  of  twenty-three  transports,  hulks,  anil  t:oR 
ships,  and  wxs  termed  the  "  Annada  de  Vrcas."  This  fciuiitc 
was  commanded  by  Juan  Gomez  de  Medina,  whose  flag  «^> 
tlown  on  board  £/  Gran  Gri/on,  a  chartered  vessd  lirDe 
Rostock,  of  650  tons.  In  addition  to  her  crew  of  fortr-ihnv 
•'gente  de  mar,*'  or  mariners,  she  carried  343  ••^rcnu  it 
jfuerra,"  or  soldiers,  who  were  commanded  by  Capitana  Pat*:w 
Antolinez,  and  Esteuan  de  Ix^gorctto.  Against  Juan  lidDc; 
lie  Medina's  name  is  a  note  in  Lord  Burghley*s  whiini;.  **T^ 
man's  ship  was  drowned  17  SepL  in  ye  He  of  Furtnux 
Scotland  ; "  and  again,  in  the  general  summary  of  the  Anniiii 
is  a  note  against  de  Medina's  name,  "This  man  cam  in  H 
S<:otland  and  {Kissed  into  Spain.**  Now  MehilL  «Hcr 
describing  their  arrival  ai  Anstruther,  mentions  not  only**li-': 
(lomes  de  Medina,  Oenerall  of  twentic  houlkes,"  whom  h< 
describes  as  *•  a  verie  rouerend  man,  of  big  stature  and  pa;^ 
md  stout  countenance,  gray  beared  and  verie  humble  Ijk" 
"C:a|»iian  Patricio,"  and  '*  Capitan  de  Ix-gorctto,'"  but  ibc 
*M\ipitan  de  LutTera,  (  a])itan  Mauritio,  and  Seingour  Semaix' 
and  st:aes  that  *' threttin  score"  landed,  "for  the  maul  piT 
younj;,  berdless,  sillie,  trauchled  and  houngercd."  Sow  w 
have  seen,  that  the  total  complement  of  El  Gram  Gri/^^^ 
all  told,  only  2S6,  and  Monteith,^  writing  within  fifty jrearijAtf 
the  wre<  k,  states  that  only  the  '*  Duke  "  and  200  came  iiK.tr 
alive  on  Fair  Isle,  of  whom  many  died  of  starvation,  and  bub* 
were  thrown  over  the  banks  by  the  natives.  How,  then,  aot 
there  to  l>e  **  thretlin  srore  *'  landing  .it  Anstruther?  Xowibfft 
is  ^  tradition'-*  in  Shetl.md.  that  another  vessel  of  the  Sxm^ 
w.is  wret  ked  on  a  slio.d  called  the  Meeth,  near  Keawick  Hc^ 
IT  tl.e  head  of  the  deep  kiy  on  the  south  side  of  the  ShctitfC 
Mainland,  that  nu*  h  ot  her  rrew  as  escaped  lived  fori  tmt^ 
a  small  I -let  ( alletl  Kirkh«»Un,  where  they  ran  up  temp**' 
lortiiiiations,  and  in  gratitude  for  their  safety  erected  1 1**^ 
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chapel  to  the  Virgin,  the  ruins  of  which,  it  is  said,  are  still 
lo  be  seen. 

Can  the  survivors  of  this  last-named  vessel  have  been  carried 
away  from  Shetland  along  with  the  remains  of  the  crew  of  El 
Gran  Grifonf 

Of  Capitan  de  Luffera  there  is  no  mention  in  La  Felicis- 
iima  Armada,  and  the  only  person  who  might  be  "Capitan 
Mauritio  "  is  "Don  Mauricio  Girardino,"  whose  name  occurs 
in  juxtaposition  with  those  of  several  English  and  Irish  men, 
whom  Lord  Burghley  apijears  to  have  ticked  off,  probably,  if 
they  were  caught — 

"  Thai  Eome  day,  soon  ot  late,  in  their  shoes  ihey  should  sl.ind, 
More  exalled  tban  any  great  Duke  in  ihe  l.md  ; 
A  dean  shirt  on  (heir  backs,  and  a  rose  in  ihcir  coals, 
And  a  collar  confetted  by  Queeji  Bess  round  their  throats,"  ' — 

to  slightly  alter  Owen  Meredith. 

"  Girardino  "  was  probably  the  Spanish  rendering  of  Gerard, 
jnd  it  is  just  possible  the  "  Capitan  Mauritio,"  who  landed  at 
Anstrulher,  may  have  been  this  renegade  EngUshman,  who  had, 
when  coming  within  reach  of  Queen  Bess,  more  cogent  reasons 
for  travelling  under  his  Christian  name  in  place  of  his  surname, 
than  can  always  be  advanced  by  those  who  make  use  of  noms 
de  z'oyage. 

It  will  be  noticed,  too,  that  Melviil,  whilst  speaking  of 
Capitan  de  Legoretto,  only  mentions  Capitan  Patricio,  not 
Capitan  de  Antolinez. 

The  only  Serrano  mentioned  in  La  FtUchsima  is  a  "  Capitan 
Antonio  Serrano,"  who  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  position 
and  against  whose  name  is  a  note,  in  Spanish,  that  he  was 
always  with  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia.  Can  lie  have 
been  Melvill's  "  Seingour  Serrano  "  ? 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  Lord  Burghley  puis  the  wreck  of 
El  Gran  (?»(>«,  as  occurring  on  the  lyih  of  September.  Melviil 
speaks  of  the  siir\-ivors  landing  at  Anstruther  "  within  twa  or 
thrie  nioneth  "  after  Lammas,  and  mentions  that  they  lold  him 

'  It  may,  perhaps,  bo  objected  that  one  clean  ihlrt  .ind  one  rose  had  to 
■Jo  duly  for  all  tbe  [raitors.  Eut  ibere  is  a  prcccdenl,  see  Macaulay's  Ivry. 
F    F    2 
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that  **  sa  monic  as  haui  csrhapit  the  mercilcs  sies  an«i  tji  ; 
haitl  inair  nor  sax  or  scvin  c»iiks  suffrcd  grait  lii:r.jir  j:: 
roiili!."  Montcith  says,  that,  when  taken  otf  Fair  hlc.  "J"- 
remained  at  (Jiiendalc,  before  enil)arkinij  fur  I  )unkirk.  "  T  r  :■« 
space  of  twenty  clays  or  a  nioneth."  Now  the  Kn^'li-hr.o::  i  • 
continued  the  chase  off  Firth  of  Forth  about  the  5th  •■!"  A-:^'. : 
the  wind  at  that  time  being  we^^terly,  and  the  jn'e.'.tcs:  rr-T.-r' 
of  wrecks  amongst  the  Armada  took  place  in  trying  to  wc-'  r 
the  western  roast  of  Ireland  during  the  month  of  Aa.*.*. 
If  therefore  Ei  Gran  itrifofi  was  wrecked  on  the  i;:h  ' 
September,  she  must  previously  have  got  scparatet!  fror.  :r: 
rest  of  tlie  tleet,  and  been  driven  over,  as  other  \ei>c;>  ;'• 
said  to  have  been,  to  Norwav. 

Assuming,  however,  the  17th  of  Septemlvr  to  ha\e  N.;" 
the  date  when  her  crew  were  tiken  off  Fair  Isle,  Mc!-  ^ 
Monteith  and  Lonl  r»Mr_:hlev  can  all  be  made  to  ai:ree. 

On  their  Limling  at  l'\iir  Isle  the  Spaniards  are  sa:d  loi'i- 
paid,  in  Sjunish  ryals,  for  all  the  victuals  they  ror^ur^ 
When,  however,  tliey  h.id  <'ons\uued  not  only  nearly  all  v 
<  altle.  sheej),  fowls  and  <  ure«l  tl-h.  l)ut  even  some  of  the  jv' ^•■ 
I  he  natives,  fearing  a  famine  on  their  own  account,  h;ii  »"-: 
sto<  k  >lill  remained,  and  tlie  Sjianiards  were  reduccii  to  •- ■ 
sisii:ig  on  their  own  br».ad,  which,  up  to  that  lime,  ihey  r..: 
sa\ed.  di]»pcd  in  fish  oil.  Many  are  said  to  have  |x*ri*hf :  . 
>tar\.ition,  some  to  h.ave  been  slain  by  having  the  skios  ihri-i* 
down  on  them,  and  others  bv  bein:'  thrown  into  the  sex  A" 
last  I  >on  dome/,  who  for  a  li>ng  time  seems  to  ha\eV»f< 
afraid  of  «loing  no,  sent  a  me'^^.ige  for  a.s^iMance  to  Aacrc* 
l*m]»hray,  of  lierry,  tlien  t.nk^man  of  the  island,  who  at  o»' 
de-^pat*  heil  a  small  vessel,  whii  h  he  possessed,  to  brin^  thc«^''^ 
VI  irs  to  I  )\mP)s<:K  >-,  whe'e  thev  landed  at  Ouendale.  Here  '.it:^ 
wen-  huNpit.iMy  ire.iti  .1  ui.i'.^i  waiting  till  I'mphray  got  A  vf^< 
re.nb  tin  arry  tiuin  to  hunkirk.  Monteith  saj-s,  that,  on  Uno.=v' 
Don  (ii.ine/  m.ule  his  interpreter  ask  Malcolm  Sinclair  •htf'^ 
hr  li.id  ever  son  s«>  fme  a  man,  to  .which  the  laird  re;  1"^ 
••  i'..r«  ii-  in  that  t\*M^  I  have  seen  many  prettier  men  hisc** 
\\\  the  llurrow  Moor." 
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Amongst  the  other  documents,  relating  to  the  history  of  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetland,  brought  to  light  by  the  research  of  the 
late  Mr.  Petrie,  was  a  contract  between  Earl  Patrick,  and  that 
'William  "  Irrewing,"  of  Sabay,  whose  son's  death  at  the  siege  of 
Kirkn-all  Castle,  in  1614,  was  made  one  of  the  counts  of  the 
indictment  against  the  Earl  in  1615,  By  the  contract,'  which 
bears  date  the  8th  day  of  March,  1593.  Irvine  bound  him- 
self to  proceed  to  Fair  Isle  before  the  1st  of  May,  and  by  all 
possible  means  to  "  winn  ye  ordinance  that  was  tint  yair  in  the 
Spangzert  schip."  Earl  Patrick  was  to  have  two-thirds,  and 
Irvine  the  remaining  third  of  what  was  recovered.  The 
witnesses  were  "  Harie  Colvill,  persoun  of  Orpher,  David 
Kennedy,  Caplane  Thomas  Knichson  and  William  Fermour, 
notary  publict," 

When  Scott  ^  was  in  the  island  he  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Strong,  then  tacksman  of  it,  with  a  chair,  which  had  belonged 
to  Sinclair  of  Quendale,  and  which,  Scott  said,  a  more  zealous 
anliriuary  would  have  dubbed  "  the  Duke's  chair." 

Another  chair,^  said  to  have  belonged  to  Don  Gome/,  wa^ 
presented  some  years  ago  by  the  late  Mr,  Edmondston,  of 
IJur  NcBS,  to  the  Scottish  Antiquaries;  and  a  silver  cup ^  with 
heraldic  shields,  given  by  Don  Gomez  to  Malcolm  Sinclair,  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Balfour,  of  Balfour  and  Trenabie, 
into  whose  family  it  came  through  a  marriage  of  one  of  the 
Sinclairs  to  a  Balfour. 

When  Gifford  ''  wrote,  Fair  Isle,  Foula  and  The  Skerries, 
formed  one  parish.  Fair  Isle  being  the  minister's  head-quarters  ; 
but,  .-It  the  end  of  last  century,  Fair  Isle  was  joined  to  Uunro'is- 
ness,  whose  minister  visited  the  island,  nominally  once  a  year, 
for  the  pur])ose  of  marrying  such  couples  as  wanted  the  riles  of 
the  Church,  or  baptising  such  children  as  had  come  into  the 
world  since  his  last  visit.  Occasionally,  however,  the  island 
seems  to  have  been  left  without  any  pastoral  visit  for  some 
years,  as  Scott*'  was  told,  that,  on  one  lot  of  baptisms  licin^ 

'  FarUPaffrs.  '  "    Scolfi  Life,  vol.  iii.  p.  177. 

'  Jfee.  Sret.  Ant.  vol.  viii.  ji,  47Q.  '  /liUrrn. 

"  Gifford's  Zetland,  \>.  16.  =  .SVhWj  Z//?,  vol.  iU.  p.  175. 


43S  THE  ORK'XEYS  AND  SUET  LA  SD, 

knocked  off,  as  his  informant  saici,  in  the  "  slump,"  one  Vov.  -- 
bcinj;  sprinkled,  was  old  enough  to  tell  the  minister,  "  Ite.i  '•■ 
in  your  lingers."  For  a  long  while  the  Fair  Islanticrs  are  vl'. 
to  have  been  inveterate  smugglers,  and  to  have  held  rathrt  Ui 
notions  of  meum  and  ////////  .*  Scott  *  describing  them  %s  *"  soSe?. 
good-humoured  and  friendly,  \A\\,jimp  honest."  At  the  prcv:: 
day  they  are  probably  up  to  the  standard  of  the  rest  of 
Shetland.  According  to  the  last  census  the  poyaliacc 
numbers  214,  all  told.  The  crofts  run  from  {\\^  to  ten  aan 
of  arable  land,  or  in-town  [lasture,  and  in  good  years  v.  -*■ 
dustrious  tenant,  it  is  said,  can  grow  sufficient  here  \rA  fc3 
for  the  consumption  of  his  family,  though,  generally  spcak^^:. 
meal  for  half  a  year's  consumption  has  to  l)e  iro|)orted  AS<-'t 
ninety  to  one  hundred  tons  of  fish,  principally  saith.  are  r^rtt 
every  year,  and  some  fifty  barrels  of  oil  made,  of  which  al»  -■ 
half  is  l>est  ([uality  of  cod-liver  oil.  The  sailh  are  iso«li 
caught  ofl'  the  south  end  of  the  island  in  boats  worked  oivUr 
sail.  These  boats  are  at  the  present  day  {leculiar  to  the  isbfAl 
and,  to  a  stranger,  seem  awful  cockle-shells.  They  are,  howc^ff. 
said  to  be  very  buoyant,  though,  as  can  well  be  ima^rined  Bros 
their  make,  very  '*  wet."  In  I-ow*s  *  day  boats  on  similar  hart. 
and  pulled  with  '*  a  couple  of  short  paddles,"  seem  to  hiit 
l>een  in  use  all  through  the  Shetland  group.  In  spite  of  ibcff 
wetness  the  natives  refuse  to  change  to  larger  boats*  as  thn 
consider  their  own  more  adapted  for  the  furious  tideways  a 
which  the  island  is  situated.  The  f<^llowing  measurmeats  of 
the  one,  in  which  the  writer  landed,  will  give  the  reader  soat 
idea  of  what  they  are  like.  Length,  on  keel,  16  ft.  ;  ow  aL 
22  ft.  9  in. ;  depth  at  stem -head,  2  ft.  3  in. ;  at  stern-post  tR- 
I  in.  ;  amidships,  i  ft.  9  in. ;  extreme  l)eam,  6  ft. :  stem  and  ttO 
alike ;  mast,  16  ft.,  with  14  ft.  6  in.  hoist ;  yard,  hooked  toih^ 
traveller  nearly  in  the  centre,  11  ft.  2  in.  The  ciew  corbM 
of  three  men,  who  enrh  pull  a  (uir  of  short  cars,  each  abotf 
ten  feet  in  length.  The  stroke  is  a  very  short,  chopping  oBfc 
.m*l,  <  utting  an  eddy  or  string  of  tide,  they  must  i<ill  »^ 
fortv-five  .1  minute. 

*  .S.V.7'/  I.i/e^  vol.  iii.  i».  174.  •  Ijow'ft  T^mr^  pL  7> 
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Occasionally  two  boys  occupy  the  midship  thwart  in  place  of 
1  man.  Mr.  Laurence  told  the  writer,  that  he  can  rarely  keep 
tlie  boys  at  school  over  twelve  years  of  age,  when  they  take  as 
naiurally  to  fishing  as  ducks  do  to  water.  Still  the  standard 
Df  education,  all  round,  would  put  many  a  much  more  favoured 
district  to  shame,  as  al!  the  men  can  read  and  write,  and  all 
the  women  can  read,  though  a  few  of  the  older  ones  cannot 
mrite.  You  are  told,  that  traces  of  the  Spaniards'  enforced 
residence  on  the  island  are  to  be  seen  in  the  countenances 
and  complexions  of  the  people ;  but  the  writer,  during  his  two 
days'  sojourn  on  the  island,  was  unable  to  see  any  difference 
between  the  Fair  Islanders  and  the  inhabitants  of  any  other 
part  of  Shetland. 

One  thing,  undoubtedly,  the  Spaniards '  bestowed  on  their 
hosts,  and  that  is  the  art  of  knitting  the  brilliantly  variegated 
hosiery,  for  the  manufactory  of  which  the  island  has  long  been 
noted 

The  women,  who  are  not  unsophisticated  in  their  prices, 
dye  their  own  worsted,  and  the  ///  (indigo)  pot  is  to  be  found 
in  every  house.  Korkekil,  or  purple,  used  to  be  obtainefl 
from  Lichen  Tariarais  scraped  off  the  rocks,  as  was  formerly 
done  in  Foula,  whence  the  materials  for  the  dye,  made  uji 
into  balls,  were  largely  exported  to  the  other  islands.  At  the 
present  day  the  same  colour  is  obtained  from  cudbear. 
Linhdi  Saxitilis,  or  old  mart,  gave  a  yellowish  or  reddish 
brown  ;  I.uhfn  Parietimis,  in  Shetlnnd,  smata,  an  orange ;  and 
Liclun  Omhahides  was  occasionally  used  for  a  brownish  or 
blackish  purple.  Black  is  still  got  in  Foula  by  boiling  the 
roots  of  either  the  Tarmtntilla  OJKciiiaUs  or  the  Arbutus  Urn 
Uni.  and,  after  steeping  the  article  to  be  dyed,  when  the  liquid 
is  on  the  boil  throwing  in  black  peat  earth  impregnated  with 
iron-ore.  Yellow  is  extracted  from  several  (lowers,  amongst 
them  the  marigold.  Now  to  try  and  give  some  sort  of  idea  of 
what  the  island  is  like.     Stiirting  from  the  old  school-house 

'  M.iny  of  Ihc  pnltcms  arc  =aiii  t. 
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you   soe   on   the  way  to    Malcolm    Head  a  lot  oi  »ictacr:: 
skorrios,  known  as  the  Holms,  on  one  of  which  the  Dkn.jn,i 
^lcamc^  bound  (dt  Archanj;cl,  struck  in  fo^  in  July,  iS".   A 
missionary,  who  was  on  board,  anil  had  l>een  suh'cnng  !T'  :■: 
sca-;»itkncss,  on  hearing;  the  vessel  strike,  was  under  i;;c  J- 
pres.siun  that  she  had  called  in  at  some  \k)TU  and,  gTcr.i> : 
the  amusement  of  the  crew,  insisted  on   bein^;  {ml  un  s:/: 
at  once.    On  the  summit  of  Mah  ohn  Head  '  (353  feel;  Jitir/: 
^uin^  of  an  old  signal  station,  from  which,  in  the  la*:  •■-■ 
war,    a   look-out    was    kepi    for    the    French   and    Ar.-.c'--" 
« ruiscrs.     Just  north  of  the   head  is  the  Fu^la  (Fonlr-:'. 
i.oiii  /v/.c/,   a    fowl    i>r    bird)   Slack,  after   Sheep  CraSij.  »i- 
to    be    the    principal    breeding;  place   of   the    sea-luwl.      «»"■ 
this  stack  struck  the  Car/  Constaniinf^  a  Genaan  vessel.  =■ 
the   night   of  the   6th    of   December,    1877.      The  sk:pj<r. 
tm    the   ship   striking,   tried    to    jump    ashi^re,   and    di»hi: 
his  brains  out.     The   rest  of   the   crew,  with  one  cxi-cj-'-* 
were  rescued  on  the  followinj^  day,  in  spite  of  a  heav>  <«- 
I i:nnin^.  by  the  natives.     The  view   from  Malcolm'^  Hciti-- 
tile  stack  studded  bav  l>etween  it  and  the  Head  of  Huna-  iBu' 
Head,  from  Icelandic  IJunn^  a  bear),  and  of  the  hcadU-'vi* 
piojerlin^  beyond  Huna  is  a  very  beautiful  one.     On  thee--' 
Nitle  of  the  bay  are  ft)ur  small  geos,  each  of  which  would  blu« 
a  .study  for  a  painter  by  itself — Stanes  <ieo.  Lunna  Cf«o,  Hccii* 
( fo),  and  Cior>ins  (rco.    There  is  a  stack  in  Lunna  Geo.  vbc". 
Irom  the  east,  looks  like  a  stone  celt  standing  00  its  oitoas 
e«l;.;e.  and  which,  from  a  projection  on  the  western  side  s^> 
]>o.^cd  to  resemble  a  hun)an  countenance,  is  called  the  Shtfif 
Kotween  Lunna  and   Heukna  (>eos  projects  the  Held  01 
Kceva  (215  feet),  at  the  back  of  which  are  a  couple  of  glx;^ 

N.n. — Where  ihc  hrit;hl  nf  clitr*  an-l  h:lU  i«»  prcn,  wilhoat  &&«  ;«i^ 
i  ri  ':i,  <^ik1i  a>  aK^ut .  ,  .  Av/,  tlic  fi^urt'<«  .irc  takt-n  troxii  the  Adminhi  cbK^. 

•  ir   tl)c   <  )rilna:iet'  bur\e\.  ami   iiiiy  Ik;  rcliol  mi.      AlllM»t  all  (!■«>■ 
.sill  tl.iiul  .irc  (.iKcii  frtiiii  ihf  '^ix  iiK'ht>  ti)  the  mile  nupv 

.\i  (h«-  »>ii(hiTn  skIc  (if  i\\v  i-Ian«l  i^k  Ilcsta  Gct>,  1./.  SuUfw  Geo.  •  « 
:!>•■  Io.-l.inilu-  Iltstr ;  .im)  on  (be  c.i>tt'm  Mile  ftrc  North  aad  Sooth  ki^ 

•  •I    i\.i\in<«'  (ic<i^,  aiitl  .1  M.iava  Tuiii^e,  or  CiuU  Point,  fraai  JtfM  ^ 
;  :i.:>vc  pUiial  uf  the  IccUiidic  .1/txr,  a  gull  or 
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lown  as  the  Holes  of  Reeva.  Into  one  of  these  gloups, 
adition  says,  the  natives  threw  such  of  the  Spaniards  as  they 
ere  able  to  lay  their  hands  on. 

What  a  subject  for  a  painting,  the  savage  skin-clad  islanders, 
e  emaciated  worn-out  Spaniards,  and  the  weird  abyss,  with 
i  dark  waters,  looking  all  the  more  gloomy  in  the  darkening 
ilight  of  an  autumnal  night !    Close  to  the  holes  several  tons 

copper  were  taken  out  a  few  years  back.  There  is  a  mag- 
ficent  stack  under  Huna,  known  as  Hunda  Stack  (Dog 
ack,  from  the  Icelandic  Huitdr,  a  dog),  which  must  be  nearly 
lo  feet  in  height,  not  unlike  a  miniature  Mount  St.  Michael 
le  rocks  too,  deep  umber  here,  raw  sienna  there,  and 
1  more  or  less  covered  with  yellow  lichen,  are  very 
lautiful  in  their  colouring.  From  Huna  right  round  to  East 
>ther  Geo,  north  of  the  Ward  Hill,  you  have  geos  innu- 
erable,  all  more  or  less  studded  with  stacks  of  the  most 
ntastic  and  varied  outline.  Each  geo  you  come  to  in  turn 
ems  more  beautiful  than  its  predecessors,  but  the  finest  are 
ose  just  under  the  Ward  Hill,  where  at  one  point  they  reacli 

height  of  606  feet.  From  the  top  of  the  Ward  Hill  (713 
et)  you  get  a  perfect  panorama  of  the  southern  half  of 
iclland— first  Sumburgh  Head,  then  the  Nou])  of  Noss 
owing  over  the  land.  Fitful  Head,  the  Bonxie,  Rooeness,  and 

ndiiLss  Hdls  on  the  Mamland,  and  Fouh  m  the  north  v\i,st 
jokmg  soulhwTrd  >ou  see  North  Ronaldsjy  sho«mg  like  a 
iL  upon  the  n  iter  nith  (he  hills  of  Hoj  looming  over  it  in 
e  far  diatincL,  and  to  the  ive-itnard  the  hdh  of  kousay  ind 

tstra\  The  colourmi;  of  the  sea  in  Sumburgh  Roost,  in 
liii  WLiihcr  and  sunshint.,  is  almjs  soni(.thing  to  remember, 
litlhcr  o\iin:,  to  a  rapid  tidewiy  oitr  a  sand)  bottom  or  lo 
me  other  cau-.e  ,  but,  anything  more  eM|uiaite  thin  the  tints 
1  the  lith  of  August,  iSbo,  the  writer  cannot  concLivt — 
jsc  in  to  the  short,  a  detp  blut  flecked  with  foam,  firther 
It  a  nth  purple,  and  m  the  evlrcme  distance  a  brilliant 
[ramarine.  On  the  Ward  Hill  stood  the  beacon,  which  Uni 
ndered  useless  by  pouting  water  over  it,  and  so  enabled 
irl  Rognvald  to  land  unopposed  in  Wesiray.     It  is  said  the 
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tradition  of  this  incident  still  lingers  amongst  the  inhabitinti 
Close  to  the  Skroo  is  a  gloup  known  as  the  Kim  of  ibr 
Skroo,  a  trian^'ular-shapcd  chasm  some  eighty  to  a  hnixM 
yards  long,  and  sixty  to  seventy  yards  broad  nearest  the  kl 
At  the  southern  end  is  a  platform  to  which  you  can  dexeni 
below  which  again  is  a  precipitous  descent  to  the  mouth  i 
the  tunnels,  which  communicate  with  the  sea,  and  each  d 
which  is  about  eighty  yards  or  so  in  length. 

From  the  Kim  you  had  better  make  a  bee-line  orer  tfar 
scathold,  covered  here  and  there  w*ith  wild  juniper,  for  Vu- 
settcr,  the  hill  opposite  Sheep  Craig.  On  your  way  you  paa 
the  mills  of  Finni<|uoy,  similar  to  those  in  other  pari  oi 
Shetland. 

The  western  side  of  Sheep  Craig  as  seen  from  the  dA 
c)p|K)site  resembles  a  huge,  colossal  sphinx,  the  face  of  viudi 
has  bfcn  somewhat  damaged.  From  the  highest  point  d'  ik 
head  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  so  to  sfxrak.  it  must  measure  ihod 
200  yards  long,  and  about  150  yards  separates  it  fron 
the  clitTs.  The  southern  fare  is  said  to  l>e  4S0  feet  in  hei|bL 
having  been  mensurcd  with  a  line.*  According  to  Sibbiki 
in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  ridge  of  rod 
ran  from  Vaasetter  to  the  sta<  k,  along  which  sheep  and  onk 
passed  to  graze  on  the  ten  acres  of  sweet  herbage  that  cover 
the  summit  of  the  st.irk.  At  the  pa*sent  dav  the  sheep^tf 
which  some  twenty- five  or  thirty  are  kept  on  the  rock,  are  i& 
hoisted  up  by  a  chain.  There  are  several  tunnels  at  thecW* 
end.  through  one  of  which  the  l>oats  are  sometimes  puDcd  to 
esiMiK:  the  tide  outside.  The  longest  of  these  tunncb  ■■> 
l>e  nearly  180  yards  in  length.  When  the  writer  was  tliefv«ikr 
whole  of  the  western  side  of  .^heep  Craig  was  co^Tered  ^f^ 
puffins — not  a  |K)int,  or  projecting  bit  of  rock,  bat  was  ouipH 
by  these  grave  alderman ic-Ic>oking  birds.  ap|>arently  far  ikt 
most  numerous  of  the  sea-fowl  which  frequent  the  island  b 
olden  (lays  Fair  Isle  was  said  to  furnish  about  the  vcrybtf 
h.iwks  for  the  royal  mews,  and  w.is  frequently  ^iiuted  bf  the 

*  '{"hi*,  hnwevrr,  |(  very  iloubtful,  as  the  cliff  opposite  b  oal]r3l9ta^ 
the  Unliuiice  Map. 
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-ing's  falconer.  Not  far  from  Sheep  Craig  you  come  to  Claver 
jeo,  into  which  the  Lessing,  of  Bremen,  with  465  emigrants  on 
KJard,  sailed  in  a  fog  on  the  23r(l  of  May,  1868.  The  geo  is 
1  very  narrow  one,  though  the  northern  side  is  over  300  feet  in 
leight.  The  southern  side  is  formed  by  a  very  picturesque, 
louble-peaked  stack,  called  Shaldi  Cliff,  attached  to  the  Main- 
and  by  a  small  neck  of  rock.  Through  a  tunnel,  in  this  neck, 
■he  Fair  Isle  boats  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  passengers  and 
-rew,  who  were  first  boated  through  the  tunnel  and  then  hauled 
»y  ropes  up  the  face  of  the  cliff  at  the  head  of  Haswell's  Geo. 

t  is  said  that,  when  a  steamer  was  despatched  from  Kirkwall 
Or  the  relief  of  the  shipwrecked,  amongst  other  supplies  sent 
rere  several  hundred  pairs  of  stockings,  which,  considering  the 
'air  Islanders  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  making  hosiery, 
'as  analogous  to  sending  coals  to  Newcastle.  Probably  some 
anny  body  was  no  loser  by  the  transaction.  Nothing  In 
onnection  with  the  island  struck  the  writer  more  than  the 
3ar  of  the  tide  at  night.  It  was  a  still,  intensely  close  night 
1  .\ugust,  with  not  a  breath  of  air  stirring,  and  the  surface  of 
ie  sea  outside  was  hke  a  "  painted  ocean,"  yet  the  roar  of  the 
de  over  the  shallows  was  something  appalling,  the  only  thing 
le  writer  can  liken  it  to  being  the  hurtling  rush,  on  a  stiil, 
osty  night,  down  an  incline,  of  a  heavily-laden  goods  train. 
he  best  plan  of  getting  off  the  island  again,  if  you  do  not 
tend  waiting  for  the  smack,  which  brings  the  mails  once  a 
■rtnight  from  Dunrossness,  is  lo  nialte  arrangements  with  the 
;cnt  for  the  mail  steamers  at  Kirkwall,  for  one  of  the  boats 
■  be  on  the  look-out  for  you  on  her  way  north  to  Lerwick.     It 

very  rarely  that  you  can  get  put  on  board  the  steamer  on 
;r  way  south,  as  she  passes  Fair  Isle,  very  often,  when  a  heavy 
.ening  mist  renders  it  advisable  to  give  the  island  a  wide  berth, 
he  writer  is,  he  believes,  the  only  i^rson  Mr.  Laurence,  dur- 
ig  his  six  years'  sojourn  on  the  isle,  has  been  able  to  put  on 
oard  a  south-going  steamer,  and  in  his  case  it  was  touch  and 
o.  At  eight  o'clock  there  was  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
list,  at  half-i)ast  nine  a  dense  fog  was  setding  down  on  the 
land,  as  the  boat  started  from   under' the  school-house.     As 
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!K>on  as  the  boat  was  a  little  distance  ofT  shore,  the 
was  set  going,  and  the  way  the  echoes  came  reverbcial 
off  Sheep  Craig  and  ihc  cliffs  all  round  was  somcthin 
member.  The  puffins  loo,  as  if  challenged,  ccMnmencc 
in  thousands,  and  anything  more  eldritch  than  their  h 
snore,  half-wailing  moan,  would  be  hard  to  imagine  E 
and  then  the  fog  lifted  overhead,  and  the  Northern  Li{ 
seen  streaming  over  the  heavens ;  while  evcrj-  btrok 
oars  sent  a  boiling  whirl  of  liquid  flame  in  the  wake. 
phorescent  was  the  water.  Even  with  fog-horn  aiK 
it  was,  by  the  merest  chance,  the  steamer  was  able  lu 
her  expected  passenger,  and  then,  in  a  great  measure,  I 
the  kindness  of  Captain  Angus,  who  stuck  to  the  * 
longer  than  any  other  skip[>cr  would  have  done. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

S  H  E  T  I.  A  N  D.— L  E  K  W  1  C  K. 

"  But  I  remember  when  we  snilecl 

From  out  that  dreaiy  Forth, 
And  in  the  dull  of  inoniidg  hailed 

Tiie  headlands  of  the  North  : 
I'hc  hills  of  Caithness,  wrapped  in  rain, 

The  re^ch  of  Stroma's  isle  ; 
Tlie  Venllanri,  uhete  llie  furiiiu-  main 

Koars  u  hile  for  manj'  a  mile— 
Unlit  n-e  stcere.i  by  Shapin^ay, 
And  moore<l  our  hark  in  Kirknail  Bay. 
^*et  not  in  Orkney  woiiM  they  brook 
l^L-  presence  of  'heir  liinisheil  .lukc. 
The  taslle  gates  were  shut  and  barrel, 
I'  p  ro^e  in  arras  the  hiirpher  guard  ; 

N.i  refuge  there  ne  found, 
]lut  that  1  durst  not  tarry  long, 
1  would  have  la'en  that  cattle  stronj;. 

North,  ever  north  !  ive  sailed  by  ni^-ht, 
And  yot  the  sky  ivns  red  «ilh  li[;hl. 

And  purple  rolled  the  (lee]i. 
■\Vhcn  morning  came,  ue  saw  ihe  tide 
Break  thundering  on  the  ruj^ed  side 

Of  Sumbursli's  a»  ful  steeji ; 
weary  of  the  wave  at  last. 


In  Hie; 


iound  01 
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iiing  in  line  ivc.ithcr  will  take  you  from  Fair 
mb'.irLjh  Roost,  as  il  is  now  called,  which  has 
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"  But  I  remembpr  when  we  s.iileil 
From  out  that  dreary  Fnrtb, 
And  in  the  dull  of  morning  liailed 

The  Jieadlands  of  the  North  : 
The  hills  of  Caithness,  wrapped  in  raiii, 

The  reach  of  Stroma's  i'^le  ; 
The  Pentlatid.  where  the  furinvm  main 

Roars  while  for  many  a  mik — 
Until  we  steered  by  .Sba]iinsay, 
And  moored  our  liatk  in  Kirkwall  Bay, 
Vet  not  ill  Orkney  iiould  they  brook 
The  presence  of  their  banished  duke. 
The  castle  gateo  were  shut  and  Irarred, 
Up  rose  in  arms  the  biireher  guard  ; 

No  refuge  there  we  found. 
Bui  thai  I  durst  not  tarry  long, 
I  would  have  ta'en  thai  ca-^lle  strong, 

And  razed  il  lo  (be  ground  ! 
Norlh,  ever  north  !  we  sailed  by  nighl. 
And  yet  the  ^ky  «as  red  with  light. 

And  purple  rolled  the  deep. 
When  morning  came,  we  saw  the  tide 
Break  thundering  on  the  ruggcti  side 

Of  Sumburgh's  a«ful  steep; 
And,  ,veary..f  ibe^aveatlast,     ^^ 
In  J(rcs..-.y  Sound  our  anchor  cast 


;,...  Sumburgh  Roost. 


weather  will  take  you  from  Fair 
ow  called,  which  has 
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for  lon^  borne  almost  as  liad  a  repute  as  the  Pcnsl.in<I  F.n* 
The  old  Norse  name  Dynrosi  (from  dynja^  to  thuni'cr-  > 
eminently  sii^-^estive,  and,  cvc-n  in  the  ralmcM  weather,  ihtro 
always  more  or  less  moli(»n,  whilst,  with  a  south-easter  mee!;r^  J 
floml  spring  tide,  it  is  almoNt  as  nasty  a  pieee  of  water  i'«  c-: 
be  found  in  the  Hritish  Seas. 

Ik-fore  coming  up  to  Sumluirgh  Head,  you  gel  a  C,'.<i'"- 
view  of  Foula,  and  a  nearer  one  of  Fitlul  liead.  The  s-iiiTrt- 
and  eastern  fares  of  Sumburgh  Head  (which  is  vin-.c!h.r: 
short  of  300  ft.  in  height)  are  ver>'  fine.  From  the  l.iu«:  ' 
Hrcssay  Sound,  in  deix-nt  weather,  will  take  aUmt  tw*i  h'-:-*. 
The  coast-line  is  more  or  less  rocky  ami  precipitous  the  »S  ? 
way,  and  Noness,  tliough  not  up  to  Sumburgh  Head.  «•  -!  i. 
anywhere  else  than  in  this  land  of  towering  cli^s  and  mcxr- 
<lefying  headlands,  be  looked  ujKin  as  a  ver)'  fine  promon:i-n 
indeed,  and  from  the  north-east  looks  not  unlike  a  '•:>  * 
couchant.  Curious  how  often  one  sees  the  leonine  revrmbbr/r 
in  headlands  and  hills  !  Sometimes  if  the  tide  suits.  ><-- 
steam  through  Mousa  Soun<l,  and  see  the  old  bnxh  wKc?c 
that  ehlerly  "  light  o*  love'*  Margaret  of  .Vthole,  and  KritM 
Ungi,  who  must  have  l)een  very  young  indeeil  to  have  ullcr. : 
victim  to  the  blandishments  of  so  old  a  liaggage.  ^{«"«r.oi, 
whilst  Margaret's  son  was  storming  outside.  Clear  of  .M«.'Uns. 
the  Noutlurn  {.\k%^  of  l^ressay  with  its  precipitous  lUrd  and  :r« 
loftier,  but  less  precipitous  Ord,  come  into  full  view,  and  gnnti-? 
imfM)sing  they  look  from  a  distance.  Still,  weirdly  intcrcft'^T 
as  the  run  up  from  Simi burgh  is  to  those  visiting  Shetland  K"' 
the  tlrst  time,  at  least  if  their  Menic  apiH:titc  has  not  lievn  dulkt! 
by  previtms  feastings  on  Faroese,  Icelandic,  or  Norwegun  hi 
uricN  most  persons  will  not  lie  sorr)'  when,  after  steaming  \^ 
an  h  piened.  pharos-surmounted  Kirkabister  Ness,  and  rouniJ- 
ing  tile  Kii.ib,  and  the  South  Ne>N  into  the  grand  lind-lc*kc«i 
harbour.  l.erMu  k  {L<inii\  or  Mud  Ilay)  — the  lKx>m  of  thc*:jrjl 
gun  M  t;i  U  till-  \i  iKi  o  hoes  flying,  and  announces  to  the  Lemi.'U-" 
world  t>-..ii  her  Majesty's  mails  have  arrived,  and  that  a  fresh  t^<k 
of  tourists  ha\e  lome  toln:  rco^d.     Let  us  sup|Misc  such  Vonn^ 
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are  airiving  at  the  end  of  June,  or  early  in  July  ;  that  the  steamer 
is  late,  and  that  the  clock  in  the  quaint,  seventeenth -century 
town-hall  is  chapping  "twai  houris."  How  strangely  every- 
thing must  strike  them,  especially  if  they  should  be  hard- 
worked  Londoners  released  for  a  brief  interval  from  the  mill- 
horse  grind  of  modem  life.  How  different  the  scene  around 
them  from  the  rush  and  roar  of  that  modem  Babylon,  the 
mighty  and  many-peopled,  they  have  quitted  barely  forty-eight 
lours  ago,  and  even  from  the  comparative  quiet  of  the  modern 
(\thens,  most  beautiful  of  all  cities,  whose  dilettanti  and 
esthetic  citizens,  as  they  stalk  majestically  along  Princes  Street, 
^ndest  of  all  thoroughfares,  thank  God  they  are  not  like 
[hose  vulgar  Glascie  bodies.  What  a  weird  stillness  there  is 
about  this  nightless,  northern  night,  not  a  ripple  on  the  water, 
not  a  sound  to  be  heard,  but  the  craik,  craik,  craik  of  some 
dissipated  landrail,  who  is  makin;^  a  night  of  it  in  the  meadows 
around  Gardie.  What  are  those  queer-looking  craft  ketch- 
rigged,  of  great  beam,  wilh  bows,  as  well  as  sterns,  not  even 
bluff  but  almost  square,  and  with  weatherboards  triced  up 
alongside  ?  They  are  the  booms  of  the  Dutch  fishermen, 
descendants  of  those  sturdy  seamen  who,  under  Van  Tromp, 
swept  the  narrow  seas,  and  under  De  Ruyter  sailed  up  ihe 
Medway,  and  burnt  Chatham,  whilst  Charles,  of  anything  but 
pious  memory,  was  feeding  ihe  ducks  in  St.  James's  I'ark,  or 
toying  with  Nell  Gwynn.  How  imposing  the  Ward  of  Bressay 
(742  ft.)  looks,  seen  for  the  first  time  under  the  glamour  of  a  mid- 
night twilight,  and  how  (juaintly  old-fashioned  the  little  gable- 
ended,  pier-projecting,  not  old,  town,  with  its  narrow  wynds 
radiating,  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel,  up  hill  from  the  main  street, 
appears  under  the  softened  light.  This  weird,  mysterious  still- 
ness is,  however,  only  momentary.  Hardly  has  the  chain  calile 
rattled  thrpugh  the  hawse  holes,  than  out  swarm  from  every 
pier  and  point,  like  a  flock  of  ravens  at  the  sight  of  staggering 
sheep  or  sheltic,  or  like  their  own  ancestors,  when  one  of  their 
'■  God-sends,"  a  wreck,  hove  in  sight,  the  Lerwigian  boatmen  In 
search  of  another  "  God-send  "  boat  hire.     It  is  not  so  bad,  in 
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fine  dry  weather,  having  to  l)e  boated  ashore,  thoujrh,  cvtn  :*  i'. 
it  is  a  nuisance  ;  but  in  wet  weather,  on  a  dark  niiiht.  or  »:••  ^ 
nasty  sloppy  jabhie  on  it  is  something  more  than  a  n  .>-ri  . 
From  1838  to  1S58,  a  steamer  phed  weekly  from  i^c  s  -". 
with  the  mails,  from  April  to  ()c*tol)er ;  in  1S58,  a  »:V:* 
steamer  was  put  on  :  and.  in  1866,  a  mid-weekly  Uut  wa-  ^:.-.ri-! 
as  well  during  the  summer  months.  At  present,  and  ^\x\*'v  \U* 
last  year,  there  are  three  steamers  from  May  to  Oclol»cr.  -r.«I  t» 
steamers  a  week  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  running  to  >:.t:L.--: 
but,  as  one  of  the  three  runs  to  Scalloway,  always,  during  *unr  :• 
lA.*r^^ick  may  be  said  to  have  two  steamers  a  week,  lor  a^«  .' 
nine  months  of  the  year,  and  one  a  week  for  the  other  thrct  - 
all  this  time  with  a  perfectly  land-l(x-ke<l  harl»our,  that  primer.** 
there  being  any  engineering  ditTiculties,  ami  no  pier.  It  >  Tr.t 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  in  1877  ;  that  duo  ::: 
( harged  ;  and  that  wry  enthusiastic  Lerwigians  say  that,  :i  i 
Shetlandi<-  Rip  van  Winkle  were  to  go  to  sleep  on  Tmlhr^ubr*: 
and  remain  as  long  there  as  his  Yankee  nameNakedid  an:* -•"*• 
the  nine-pin-playing  Dutchmen,  when  he  returnetl,  he  mic'^.i  r"*- 
a  pier  at  Lerwick,  al(Mig>idc  which  coasting  steamer^  could  r--. 
It  is  aNo  true  that  Scalloway  has  got  a  pier,  alongside  nr.*' 
the  Qtitcn  nms  regularly,  and  that  Stromne^s  has  une  ii*»;  i-' 
then,  piers  that  ilo  for  paltry  decaying  villages  like  >*ali««:^ 
and  Siromness  are  not  good  enough  for  flc»uri>hing  commen- 
<  L-ntrcN  like  Lerwi(  k,  whi<  h  will  be  content  with  nothin,:  It**  tr-" 
a  pier  half  a  mile  or  so  long,  with  a  land  house,  prcmcrucc. 


\i ..  vVc.* 


there  are  two    hotels   in    Lerwick,  the  Queen's  ^rjd  '.*■*< 
Koval,    and    several    bo:irdini:l:ou<es,   and    il    is    a*   wc:!  ' 
telegr.iph  to   se<  lire   nnims   before    t|uilting    Kirkwall.  a»  !"« 


*  Since ihc  :k\  iiycw.^.<  wiittcn.  the  inhaltiiantsand  mcrclup.M  of  I «"■*••' 
have,  'o  iinvwliat  nt  the  eleventh  hi)ur.  i!i!»c*»vcrcd  that,  if  capit^itfii,  it  1  •>*- 
t.incc,  arr  t<)  hrlp  to  t'inil  fuiul^  for  tl:e  uiidcruLir^,  the  pcr<fc^a«  vSiv* 
|Tii>ci{-.\lly  I  I  1-0  liciicfitcil  iiiu-t  t.ikc  -hare*.  Nothing  cuIJ  »V«»«5 
thoroti^lily,  wh.it  .in  VAvn  <»f  primeval  innocence  the  wht'le  di^-'rci  :^ 
than  til  at  it  shfiiil>l  have  taken  five  yean  for  thif  lact  to  becv>«c  posn: 
t )  the  inh.il>itant>. 
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crush  at  times  is  very  great.  A  really  good  hotel,  intended 
to  be  principally  a  tourist,  nnd  not  a  commercial  house, 
would,  the  writer  is  convinced,  pay  well,  once  started  and 
jwoperly  managed,  especially  if  built  somewhere  out  of 
the  main  street,  say  on  the  hill,  or  between  the  Widows' 
Asylum  and  the  Institute.  Good  lodgings,  not  boarding-houses 
with  a  common  sitting-room,  are  also  wanted,  if  the  Lerwigians 
wish  to  go  in  for  tourist  traffic.  The  season  is  too  short,  say 
some  ;  no  shorter  than  that  of  the  Highlands  is  the  reply. 

The  town  of  Lerwick  practically  consists  of  one  long,  narrow 
street,  which,  following  the  shore-line,  extends  from  Fort 
Charlotte  on  the  north,  to  the  Widows'  Asylum  on  the  south. 
From  this  street,  known  as  Commercial  Street,  numerous  lanes 
or  wynds  ascend  the  steep  hill,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  which 
the  older  ]X)rtion  of  the  town  is  built.  North  of  Fort  Char- 
lotte, on  the  other  side  of  the  North  Ness,  lie  the  docks, 
where  vessels  are  repaired  and  fishing-boats  built.  From 
close  to  the  docks  a  road  runs  past  the  western  side  of  Fort 
Charlotte,  and  joins  the  road  from  Dunrossness.  West  of 
this  road  lies  Newtown,  a  collection  of  modem  buildings 
which    have    sprung   up   within     he  wen       ye  Ihe 

Dunrossness  road,  after  it  is  joined  by   h    on       on     he  d     k 
extends  southward  along  the  ere     o  hi        I  ne     y  abo  e 

the  Widows'  Asylum.     As  at  K  k  nd   S   on  ne       m 

of  the  houses  turn  iheir  gable  end      o    he  M  ny     f 

the  houses  actually  project  ov  e  p    u         y    n 

construction,  taken  in  conjimction       h    he  n  n     ou  o 

jutties,  that  must  have  been  ve  y  u       1  he  o  d    m  gf,     g 

days.     Not  far  from   the  Wido        A  y    n  he  And      on 

Institute,  consisting  of  an  uppe    and    ow  hoo       Bo  h    h 

Institute  and  the  Widows'  Asylum  c    d  and  endow  d 

by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Anderson        S         nd      by        ho 
many  years  chairman  of  the  Pen  n  u      and  O     n    I  C  n  pan 
who  sat  as  member    for   Orkn  y     nd    Sh     and    du   ng   one 
session    of   Pariiament.      The  c  d       wn  b  d  he 

latter   end  of  the    seventeenth       n  u  y     s  non    u  ed  on     h 
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ground-floor  as  a  post-oflicc,   and  on   the  first-floor  for  the 
local  museum  and  for  holding  soirees.     The  nuun  thoroo^H 
fare  is  a  curious  old  street,  so  narrow  in  places  as  onlytoadm:: 
one  conveyance  at  a  time,  and  you  can  see  that  you  arc  cc: 
of  the  hurlyburly  of  life  by  the  ciuiet,  take-your-time*about-£ 
way  every  one   moves   about     Formerly  the   arrival  of  the 
whaling  fleet  was  the  great  event  of  the  place,  when  law  aad 
order  seem  to  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence  fL«r  i 
time.     Scott,'  in  his  Diary\  describes  a  whaler  walking  into 
a  kitchen  and  stealing,  not  only  a  leg  of  mutton,  that  wi« 
roasting,   but  also  the   very   spit   itselC      Two  others   bcir*: 
brought  up  for  sheep  stealing,  *'  the  first  denied  he  had  take;: 
the  sheep,  but  said  he  had  seen  it  taken  away  by  a  fdlov 
with   a  red   nose  and   a   t)lack  wig'*  (this  was  the  ju^tjcci 
description).      *' Don't   you    think   he  was   like  his   honoor. 
Tom  ? "   he  added,   api)ealing   to   his  conuade.      **  By  G- . 
Jack,"   answered   Tom,    '*  I    t)clieve   it  was  the  very  man.'* 
'i'his  supplied  the  incident,  before  the  Kirkwall  borough  bench. 
given  in  the  Pirate,     The  Dutchmen  are  said  ntxtx  to  ha^t 
given   half  so   much    trout)le,  when  ashore,  as  the  roUickin^ 
English  and  Scotch  whalers  from  Hull,  Dundee,  Aberdeen. 
and  Peterhead.     A  (quaintly  pictures(|ue  mob  are  the  Dutch- 
men, utterly  unlike  in  many  ways  one's  preconceived  notMiu 
Here  come  some  four  or  five,  linke<l  arm-in-ann,  hughiu; 
singing,  and  jabl)ering  away  more  like  the  traditional  frt^' 
eating  Frenchmen,  than  the  stolid  Batavians,  whom  Marnnt 
describes  in  one  of  his  novels  -  as  climbing  u|),  like  so  virt 
bears,  the   rigging   of  their  own  vessel,  and   then,  with  the 
ponderous  delil>eration  of  the  same  ursine  animals,  dtfrtiiit'^ 
till  they  reached  the  deck  of  the  pirate,  when,  drawiog  ifactf 
long  snicka-snee  knives,  they  fell  on  the  piratical  crew,  as  i 
they   had   l>een   pig-sticking   in   the  shambles.     Heie  b  ok 
l)ig-l)iiilt,   fair-haired   Frieslander,  in   a   magcnu  jersey,  v^ 
petticoat  trousers  and  blue  stock ing«( ;  here  a  little  darfc-qioL 
spare  man,  who  looks  Ik:lgic,  with  a  blue  guernsey,  cafi«a* 
>  Si^iCt  Ltjf,  Yol.  ill.  pp.  165-6.  '  Marrymt  ft  NmUm 
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breeches,  and  scarlet  hose;  here  a  third,  ringing  another 
variation  on  the  colours  of  the  rainbow.  All  have  the  curly- 
toed  wooden  shoes,  and  as  they  go,  clatter,  clatter,  jabber, 
jabber,  they  spread  all  round  them  an  atmospheie  of  good 
humour  and  good  temper.  Occasionally  you  see  something 
that  reminds  you  of  early  impressions.  The  writer  was  one 
day  in  a  watchmaker's  shop,  when  enter  three  Dutchmen — he 
says  advisedly  three  Dutchmen,  though  one  could  not  have 
been  much,  if  anything,  over  ten  years  old  j  but  what  a  little 
□Id  man  it  was  !  Dressed  in  a  long  coat  reaching  nearly  down 
to  his  heels,  with  metal  buttons  and  flapped  sid»  pockets,  that 
fitted  him  perfectly,  a  long-waistcd  waistcoat,  anee-breeches, 
black  stockings,  and  shoes,  and  with  a  go-to-meeting  hat  on, 
he  was  smoking  a  cigar,  that  would  have  made  most  Eton 
or  Harrow  boys  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  play  the  game  of 
"  Whay-al,"  like  Toddie,  "  down  to  the  village,"  in  a  very  short 
time  ;  smoking,  too,  in  a  matter-of-fact  sort  of  way,  that  showed 
htr  had  not  had  his  first  weed  the  day  before  yesterday. 
He  did  not  look  round,  as  an  English  hoy  would  have  done, 
but  smoked  on,  and,  when  he  spoke,  did  so  in  monosyllables. 
Can  that  boy  have  come  into  the  world  en  cturpo,  as  the 
S|3aniards  say,  or  in  huff,  as  the  Scotch  have  it,  after  the 
ordinary  fashion,  or  was  his  father  a  sort  of  Dutch  Jupiter, 
who  evolved  him  out  of  his  inner  consciousness,  as  the 
original  Jove  did  Minerva? 

Fort  Charlotte,  which,  during  the  old  French  war,  was 
occupied  by  several  companies  of  veterans,  is  now  used  as 
the  head -quarters  for  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  who  drill  here 
in  the  winter  months  ;  a  model  section  of  a  ship's- battery  being 
mounted  with  two  6l-ton  guns  for  instniction  purposes,  whilst 
ihey  use,  for  practice,  Palliser  converted  64-])ounders,  mounted 
on  the  North  Ness,  close  to  the  docks.  The  county  buildings, 
yaol,  &c.,  are  to  the  south-west  of  the  fort,  on  the  road  leading 
u|)  from  the  docks. 

The  new  town-hall,  the  first  stone  of  which  was  laid  by 
ihe  Duke  of  Edinburgh  on  the  24th  of  January,  1882,  when  he 
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was  ])aying  his  official  visit  of  insixxtion  to  the  Royal  Na^ii 
Rcscn'C,  is  to  be  a  rather  handsome  building,  in,  it  is  said,  thj 
Scottish  Baronial  style,  with  a  central  hall  capable  of  scutir^* 
500  i>cople.  Several  handsome  stained-glass  windo«%  Ki\c 
already  l>een  promised ;  one,  an  oval  medallion  window,  3  \kx\ 
7  inches  by  2  feet  6  inches,  l>y  the  Burgomxstcr  ir.u 
Magistrates  of  Amsterdam,  a  very  graceful  compliment,  corri- 
memorativc  of  the  long  connection  t>etwcen  Holland  x[^i 
Shetland.  The  present  Karl  of  Morton  presents  arotht: 
window,  it  is  believed,  as  a  sort  of  Protestant  Ma»  fur  l:.c 
dead,  to  help  to  get  the  souls  of  his  ancestors  out  of  I\.:- 
gatory.  A  third  window  has  been  given  by  the  prcxm: 
worthy  Sheriff  Depute,  as  commemorative  of  his  vicc-ri»yji:>. 
The  Lyon  King-al-Arms  has  just  designed  and  granted  tic 
Burgh  Arms,  which  are  thus  licraldically  described : — 

**  Or,  in  a  sea  proper,  a  dragon  ship  vert  under  soil,  can  u- 
action,  on  a  chief  gules  a  balllcaxe  argent  Above  the  shicli 
is  placed  a  suitable  helmet  with  a  mantling  gules  douhloi. 
and  on  a  wreath  of  the  j>roj)cr  liveries  is  set  forth  the  crot  a 
raven  proper,  and  in  an  escrol  over  the  same,  this  motto. 
*  DiNpecta  est  et  Thule.'  " 

The  original  motto  chosen  by  the  Lyon  King  *'  Robur  cl  ac» 
triplex,"  was  rejected,  lest  any  irreverent  Knglishman  shotio 
construe  it  **  Stubbornness  and  unlimited  cheek."  Throiu^ 
the  exertions  of  "Rob  Roy  MacGrcgor "  and  other  phiLir- 
thro|)ic  people,  a  Sailor's  Home  and  Institute  were  got  up  a  fc* 
vears  bark  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roval  Naval  Rcscire  off 
when  u])  for  drill,  a^t  the  town  at  times  is  frightfully  overcrDwdcd ; 
but  the  scheme  j)roved  an  utter  failure,  as  the  men  to 
be  benefited  preferred,  as  they  alwaj*^  do,  siart  smptr  na 
antiq ua^.  T h ir  town  is  wel  1  o tT  fo r  r h u n*hes,  three  IVc%b»terjs, 
— l-^tahlished.  Free,  and  Tnited  Tresbyterian. — a  lUjCA 
a  ConLzrej^.ition.ilisl,  a  Wesleyan,  and  a  Scottish  Kpi«co|al.  A 
Kr»in:in  Catholir  ]iriest  visifj  the  iNJand**  once  every  IhTecroor:*^ 
and  in  addition  to  all  the^e  re l:u la rly  licensed  shefiherd^  ^"-t 
amount  of  amateur  missionaries,  in  pariibms  imfiMimm  ai  ^"^ 
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many  good  people  consider  these  isles  to  be.  Wlicn  compelled  a 
few  years  back  to  close  the  old  parish  graveyard  the  inhabitants 
started  a  cemetery  on  the  Knab,  and  ajmore  beautifully  situated 
one  could  hardly  be,  the  view  from  it  of  Bressay  Sound  and  the 
coast-line  to  Sumburgh  being  very  fine.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  want  of  sufficient  depth  of  soil,  they  have  been  compelled 
to  terrace  it,  and  excavate  each  of  the  terraces  from  end  to 
end,  and  then  fill  up  the  excavations  with  soil  brought  from 
elsewhere.  The  women  clad  in  red  wadmell  petticoats,  coming 
in  to  market  on  the  Knab,  are  said  to  have  frightened  away 
Paul  Jones,  when  he  intended,  as  was  his  wont,  making  the 
Lenvigians  "bail  up,"  as  they  say  in  Australia.  The  man, 
however,  who  took  the  Serapis,  was  hardly  likely  to  be  frightened 
by  feminine  "  qiiakers  ;"  and  of  how  many  places  is  the  story 
told,  certainly  of  somewhere  in  Pembrokeshire,  and  the  writer 
believes  of  places  in  the  Highlands  as  well.  Magna  est  fid io, 
tt prevakhit.  An  annual  regatta  has,  for  the  last  few  years,  been 
held,  generally  in  August,  the  great  feature  of  which  is  the 
women's  race  for  boats,  pulled  by  women  from  the  isles  of  Bres- 
say. Burra,  and  Trondra.  At  the  first  regatta  only  the  Bressay 
btlles  put  in  an  appearance,  and,  as  they  were  "  spoiling  for  a 
fiyht,"  they  challenged  ihc  coast-guard  cutter's  crack  crew  and 
beat  them  in  Hanlan  fashion.  Whether  the  right  worthy  and 
most  learned  gentleman  who,  at  the  present  day,  combines  the 
ofiices  of  Lagman  of  Orkney  and  Great  Foud  of  Shetland, 
squared  ilic  i^uardos,  or  whether  the  ladies  won  on  their  merits, 
will  always  remain  one  of  the  mysterious  moot  points  of  history, 
hke  that  of  whether  Blucher  or  Wellington  won  the  battle  of 
Waterloo. 


CHAPTER  XXX\'. 

SHETLAND. — LERWICK  AND  ITS  NElGHBOURHOOa 

Bressay  and  Noss. 

There  arc  few  hills,  in  cither  the  Orkneys  or  Shdlaad, 
which  give  one  a  more  extensive  panorama  than  the  Wwd 
Hill  of  Bressay.  In  clear  weather  you  can  see  Unst  awit 
to  the  north  ;  the  Skerries  to  the  north-cast ;  Fair  Isle*  over  the 
low-lying  land  immediately  north  of  Sumburgh  Head,  in  tbc 
south-west ;  and  nearly  due  west,  over  the  Mainland,  the  ^nated 
outline  of  Foulx  To  visit  the  isle  of  Noss  you  have  to  oboa 
permission  at  Maryfield^  a  little  to  the  south  of  Gaidie,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Meiklejohn,  the  manager  of  the  Marqiiscc 
Londonderry's  pony-farm. 

This  farm  was  started  some  few  years  back  (or  the  pvpoK 
of  supplying  the  Seaham  Pits,  and,  by  careful  selectioD,  thr 
average  height  is  said  to  have  been  reduced 
The  stallions  are  kept  on  the  isle  of  Noss,  the 
Bressay.  A  sale  is  held  yearly  at  Seaham  Harbour  of  suci 
l>onies  as  are  too  big,  or  too  good  for  pit-work,  and*  at  thr 
one  held  in  1878,  thirty  lots  of  horse-ponies  realised  « 
average  of  ^25  apiece;  two  being  five-year-olds,  sizteen  isv* 
year-olds,  and  the  rest  three-year-olds;  the  highest  pncc 
51  guineas,  l>cing  for  a  three-year-old  piebald,  Manding  >9 
hands. 
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When  Low '  wrote,  in  1 7  74,  the  price  for  shelties  varied  from 
ias.  lo  50f.  sterling,  and,  not  many  years  before  that,  (hey  could 
have  been  purchased  from  5^.,  lo  aoi.  the  highest  After  leaving 
Maryfield  you  make  for  the  road,  which  leads  from  the  church 
across  the  island  lo  the  Sound  of  Noss, 

On  your  way  you  pass  several  small  lochs,  one  of  which,  the 
Loch  of  Brough,  is  said  to  hold  very  fair  trout 

About  a  mile  or  so  north  of  Noss  Sound,  on  the  low  pro- 
montory of  Culbinsbrough,  are  the  remains  of  the  only 
cruciform  church  (except  St  Magnus  Cathedral)  in  either  the 
Orkneys  or  Shetland.  Only  the  lower  portion  of  the  north 
Transept,  lower  portion  of  the  Chancel,  and  a  small  fragment 
of  the  east  Transept  wall  remained  when  it  was  planned  in 
1856.*  From  these  remains  Dryden  conjectures  the  Nave  to 
have  measured  21  ft  6  in.  by  10  ft     The  north  Transept  is 

12  ft.  N.  and  S.  by  8  ft  6  in.  E.  and  W.,  and  a  square-headed 
window,  1  ft  9  in.  by  i  ft  3  in.  was  still  intact  when  the 
chapel  was  planned.  The  Chancel  is  6  ft  E.  and  W.  by  10  ft 
N.  and  S.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  it  is  presumed  that 
the  eaves  of  the  whole  church  were  not  more  than  7  ft. 
high,  and  that  the  ridges  of  the  roofs  were  not  higher  than 

13  ft  In  the  churchyard  is,  or  was,  a  tombstone  to  a  Dutch 
Skipper  with  the  date  of  1636.  Here,  too,  was  found  the 
celebrated  Bressay  tombstone  ifltite,  p.  56),  with  the  Ogham 
inscription,  lo  which  Dryden  is  inchned  to  assign  a  date  cither 
of  the  ninth  or  early  in  ihc  tenth  century. 

When  Monteilh  *  wrote  this  church  seems  to  have  been  the 
iirinci[Xil  church  of  the  island,  as  the  minister's  manse  was 
close  to  it.  According  to  him  the  church  was  dedicated  to 
St  Mary,  probably  the  Virgin.  There  was  also  another 
church  at  Gunnister,  dedicated  to  St  Olaf,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
church  to  St  John,  near  Kirkabister,  where  the  lighthouse 
now  stands.  Both  St  Mary's  and  St  Olafs  had,  according  to 
Monleith,  been  enlarged  by  the  then  late  minister  of  the  parish. 

'  Low's  Tour,  p.  69. 
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To  return  to  Noss  Sound,  on  reaching  the  shore  you  have  to 
shout  for  the  boat,  which  is  kept  on  the  Noss  side.  The 
sound,  though  very  narrow,  is  not  to  be  crossed  every  day,  ant' 
it  is  as  well  to  ascertain  before  leaving  Maryfield  whether  yv- 
arc  likely  to  l)e  at>lc  to  reach  the  isle. 

Close  to  the  landing-place  on  Noss  stood,  in  Monteith's  dj>*.i 
small  chai)el,  of  which  the  tradition  was  that  it  had  liccn  citcloS 
by  shipwrecked  jxjopla     Even  when  I-*)w  wrote  the  wall*  were 
mostly  entire.     Only  a  fragment  of  the  wall  remained.  ho«c%cr. 
when  the  chai)el  was  pLinned  in  1853.^     From  the  marks  c« 
the  turf  Dr>'den  supposes  the  Nave  to  have  measured  18  ft 
6  in.  by  14  ft.  inside,  and  the  Chancel  about   12  fL  E.  and 
W.  by   10  ft.  N.  and  S.     On  landing  you  had  better  make 
straight   for  the  Holm  of  Noss,  which  lies  at  the  south-ea>: 
comer  of  the  island.     According  to  Hibl)ert  -  the  hobn  con- 
sists of  a  rock  with  ])eri>endicular  sides  160  ft  in  height,  and 
having  a  level  top,  the  area  of  which   is   500   feet   by   17a 
Somewhere  in  the  seventeenth  centur)'  this,  apparently,  inac- 
cessible stack  was  scaled  by  a  fowler  for  the  promised  revan! 
of  a  cow.      Once  on  the  summit  he  drove  in  a  cou|Jc  of 
stout   stakes,  to  which  were  fastened   strong  guy-ropes,  that 
had  been  dragged  over  the  intervening  chasm,  60  feet  bread, 
by   means  of   a   stone  and   a  string.      On  these  guy-ropcf 
was  fastened  an  oblong  \\o\  which  slid  easily  enough  dova 
from  the  Noss  side,  where  the  cliA*  was  slightly  higher.  u> 
the   holm,   and   was   hauled    back    on    the    return    joumey. 
Tradition  says,  that  the  original  scaler  of  the   holm   rcteed 
to  avail  himself  of  the  box,  but  css.iyed  to  return  as  he 
and,   in  so  doing,  was  killed.     Latterly  the   box   was 
large  enough  to  hold  a  man  and  a  sheep,  and  in  this 
twelve  sheep  were  t.iken  on  to  ami  olf  the  holm  every 
Some  few  years  back,  however,  the  whole  apparatus  was  dsf- 
mantled  for  fe.ir  of  accidents  and  the  summit  of  the  hoiv 
handed  back  to  its  original  tenants,  the  gulls,  who  during  the 

*  l)r)'dcn'<i  Ruined  Churtkts^ 

■  \Uh\<rii  SAft/jnJ  /ties,  p.  285. 
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hreeding  season  leave  \'cry  little  of  it  unoccupied'  From  here 
you  commence  the  winding  ascent  of  the  Noup  of  Noss,  the 
Hangctiff  of  the  Dutch  fishermen.  From  about  half  way  up 
you  get  a  very  good  view  of  this  glorious  headland,  S9'  feet  in 
height,  which  forma  one  of  the  principal  breeding-places  of  the 
sea-fowl  in  the  islands.  In  former  years  it  also  furnished,  after 
Fair  Isle,  the  best  peregrines  for  the  royal  mews,  and  this  noble 
l>ird  may  still  be  seen  here  at  limes.  The  quantity  of  bird  life 
along  these  cHfTs  is  something  enormous,  and  the  noise  made 
ay  the  guillemots  when  disturbed,  something  between  the  row 
>f  a  lot  of  scolding  fish-fags  and  the  shrieks  of  a  stuck  pig,  is 
ilmost  indescribable.  Some  few  years  back  two  eagles*  (said  to 
)e  golden  eagles),  fought  somewhere  near  the  Noup  of  Noss 
ind  one  was  killed  It  was  supposed,  that,  the  nest  of  one  of 
he  birds  having  been  harried  in  Unst,  it  had  attempted  to  take 
possession  of  an  eyry  on  the  Noup,  hence  the  conflict.  In 
iddition  to  the  sea-fowl  that  breed  along  the  face  of  the  cliffs, 
I  considerable  number  of  the  Scoutie  Allan,  or  Richardson's 
jkua  {Lesiris  Crepiiatus),  breed  here  and  there  amongst  the 
Droken  ground,  chiefly  on  the  north  side.  You  are  very  soon 
nade  aware  of  the  presence  of  these,  the  handsomest,  pluckiest, 
;heeklest,  and  most  devil-may-care  of  all  sea-fowl,  if  not  all 
>irds,  by  the  charging  tactics  they  adopt,  and  which  very  soon 
nake  you  "get  out  of  that,"  as  the  Irishman  said. 
The  best  way  of  seeing  the  Noup  of  Noss,  &c.,  is,'when  the 

'  Edmondslon,  Zdland  Islands,  vol.  il.  p.  256,  uriliiig  of  the  Holm  of 
^riss,  make?  a  .slalemcnt  about  the  Larus  Maritiu!  lh;it  ivouki  seem  in- 
TjcUihle,  if  be  were  not  known  fo  be  -in  exceedingly  accurate  writer  -.^ 

"  When  the  cradle  nl  Nos^  is  about  to  be  slung,  the  gulls,  iwarc  of 
he  approaching  capture  of  their'young,  are  unrcuiilting  in  their  efTorta 
o  carry  [hem  off.     From  the  first  moment  that  they  observe  prejaralions 
riaking  to  enter  the  holm,  they  become  noisy  and  restless, 
....  and  chide,  exhort,  command. 
Or  puih  them  off, 
■  o  ihnl  if  bad  weatherMehy  the  arranging  of  the  cradle  but  for  a  few  days, 
'  ciiKly  any  are  left  to  be  taken  away." 
'  M.iiJmnil  Cclltiliom. 
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weather  will  |)crmit,  to  charter  a  boat  at  Lerwick,  and  ctttss 
round  Bressay  and  Noss,  leaving  the  harbour  by  the  vctf: 
entry,  and  returning  by  the  north.  Before  you  start,  however. 
ascertiin  what  your  l)oatmcn  intend  to  charge  jrou,  and*  cooe 
having  agreed,  do  not  on  any  pretext  be  induced  to  gne  i 
bawl)cc  more.  The  same  remark  applies  all  o\'er  the  groe;. 
but  the  Ixrwick  and  Scalloway  boatmen  are  the  grcaiD: 
sinners,  and  why  the  authorities  at  Lenrick  have  not*  long  ku 
adopted  some  licensing  system  is  hard  to  see.  It  b  u  «<£. 
too,  to  provide  torches,  and,  if  iK)ssible,  blue  lights  to  expSorcoc 
Orkneyman's  Cave.  Inhere  is  a  very  fine  arch  just  under  the  l^^ 
house  at  Kirkabistcr  Ness,  which,  however,  is  not  always  *^aua>e 
in  a  boat  on  account  of  a  rock  in  the  centre,  which  reqn:7c«  i 
certain  amount  of  water  over  it  The  Ord  of  B^essay  (342 :!.  ^ 
one  of  those  cliffs,  that^do  not  l>ear  too  close  an  inspection :  voe 
distance  off  it  looks  grand,  but  when  you  get  close  to  .t.  ^ 
feeling  of  grandeur  vanishes.  On  the  eastern  side  b  a  -=v 
moraine  of  rocks,  beyond  which  you  come  to  a  semidrcabr  :^t- 
where  the  rocks  are  of  no  great  height,  and  where  it  is  {<•*«:*: 
to  ascend  to  the  top  of  the  cliffs.  Just  past  this  bay  you  cc« 
to  the  Orkneyman's  Cave,  said  to  owe  its  name  to  an  Otcau^ 
having  taken  rcfiige  in  it  to  avoid  the  press-gang.  Tha  s 
the  usual  legend.  Scott,'  however,  says  the  care  rKcKC 
its  name  '*  Orknc>'man's  Harbour,"  from  an  Orcadian  vessc 
having  run  in  there  to  escai)e  from  a  French  Privateer.  .Vj 
tar  as  the  writer  rouUI  jud^e,  the  entrance  is  from  fort)'  to  i^ 
feet  hif;h,  nnd  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  broad.  Inside  >  • 
s])a(*ious  h.ill,  tlicn  a  narrow  archway  on  the  left,  with  3  la?;^ 
<:upl)uard  as  it  were  on  the  rii^ht  side  ;  then  another  marine  ht. 
from  which  a  long  narrow  ftassagc  is  said  to  Mng  yoot*» 
lH:arh.  Cowie  speaks  of  stalactites  deiKmding  from  the  rtx* 
of  the  inner  ball,  but,  when  the  writer  was  there  in  iS;S.i>* 
could  not  see  any,  thdUi^h  he  was  struck  with  the  vitrified  k>ci 
of  the  roof.  This  cave  to  be  seen  and  explored  pcopetlrr:* 
(Quires  very  brilliant  torches,  and  a  very  smooth,  non-imdabtf^ 

'  Scctts  IJ/ff  voL  iii.  pL  151. 
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Shortly  after  leaving 
arcli  tfirough  which  a 


to  enable  you  to  penetrate  far  ii 
ave  you  come  to  the  Giant's  Leg, 
can  be  pulled  at  the  foot  of  the  Bard  (164  fL),  close  to 
h  is  another  arch,  which,  however,  is  said  not  always  to  be 
ticable  for  boats.  The  cliffs  at  the  Bard  are  very  fine, 
gh  not  half  the  height  of  the  Ord. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

SHETLAND. — LFRWICK   AND   ITS  NEIGH BOVRHOOD 

— (afntinued). 
To  Scallojcax  and  Ba<k. 


**  Scalloway  was  Scilloway  when  Lerwick 
Ami  Scallou.iv  will  be  .Scalluwav  in  hen  Lcmick  b  gftBC* 

There  arc  two  routes  from  the  modem  to  the  ancient 
of  Shetland  ;  the  shortest  l>eing  the  northern  one  by  the  fcodjc 
of  Filch,  the  longer  one  l)einy  the  southern^  which  for  abcc 
four  miles  is  along  the  Dunrossness  Road.  The  best  pbn  s  v 
go  to  Scalloway  by  the  southern  road  and  return  by  Tingn^ 
a  round  altogether  al>out  eighteen  miles. 

Just  outside  the  town  you  come  to  the  little  Loch  of  CU- 
em-in,  which  takes  its  name  from  a  change  house,  or  whisk^Kbo^ 
which  once  stood  close  to  it,  the  motto  of  which,  as  of  Wf 
similar  places  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland,  was  Qick-em-iBi  tf 
Hook  them  in.  The  loch  is  separated  from  the  sei  bf  0 
ayre  or  shingle  beach  over  which  the  road  is  carried.  Froai 
little  to  the  west  of  this  ayre  a  causeway  170  ft.  in  length  kadi 
to  a  small  holm,  which,  as  it  measures  150  ft.  from  N.to&.v' 
152  ft.  from  K.  to  W.,  may  be  almost  tenncd  dicnbB.  1^ 
holm  is  surrounded  by  a  wall  \*arying  in  height  from  1  to  5 1» 
and  in  places  2  ft.  wide.      In  the  centre   of  this  a 
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^Und  the  remains  of  a  broch,'  which  has  been  considerably 
lllered,  internally,  at  some  second  occujiation,  when  portions 
Qf  ihe  building  were,  probably,  used  for  making  the  additions, 
the  remains  of  which  can  still  be  seen  outside  ihe  broch 
Uself.  There  is,  however,  a  sijecial  feature  in  connection 
with  this  broch,  which  is  thus  described  by  Sir  Henry 
Uiyden : — 

"  Between  the  entrance  in  the  outer  wall  surrounding  the  hohn 
and  the  tower,  is  the  guard-house,  in  form  a  segment  of  a  circle, 
43^  on  its  convex  face,  connected  witli  the  outer  wall  by  a 
passage,  in  which  is  a  doorway,  but  not  connected  witii  the  tower, 
at  least  no  connecting  walls  appear.  This  outwork  is  about 
X-^  wide  at  bottom,  ig"*  at  top  at  the  passage  through  it, 
which  is  near  the  centre  and  about  8''  high,  but  it  is  irregular 
in  width.  There  is  a  chamber  on  each  side  of  the  entrance. 
About  5*^^  from  the  outer  face  the  entrance  passage  is  diminished 
to  a''  11'  by  the  usual  jambs  for  a  door,  inside  of  which  the 
l>assage  is  wider.  Holes  remain  for  the  fastening  bar,  and  a  slit 
in  the  roof,  as  in  the  entrance  to  the  tower.  The  E.  chamber 
is  9'  6'-  long.  The  only  access  to  it  is  from  the  space  above  the 
entrance,  through  the  top  of  the  chamber.  The  W,  chamber 
is  on  a  higher  level,  and  entered  from  the  same  landing  on  a 
level.  At  the  W.  end  of  the  guard-house  are  steps  leading  to 
the  top  of  it,  and  doubtless  there  was  a  parapet,  which  is  now 
destroyed.  The  wall  is  broken  away  over  the  outer  end  of 
the  entrance,  but  was  sohd.  We  must  suppose  the  outer  wall 
and  the  walls  forming  the  passage  to  the  gu.ird-house  were 
several  feet  high,  so  that  the  only  access  to  the  tower  was 
through  the  guard-house.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  building 
is  of  the  date  of  the  original  tower,  or  of  the  external 
chambers,  or  of  some  intermediate  date.  Judging  by  the 
work,  it  is  rather  to  he  attributed  to  the  builders  of  the  lower 
than  to  those  of  the  external  chambers.  No  other  example 
is  known,  though  so  few  brochs  have  been  examined  by  the 
spade  and  pick  that  we  cannot  affirm  that  no  e.\ample  exists." 
'  Arch.  Scvt.  vui.  v,  p.  \<y)cl  scq. 
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When  the  broch  was  cleared  in  1861  a  good  many  vaot 
mortars  and  pestles  were  found ;  and  whilst  the  excavations 
going  on  a  *'  goak,"  of  the  **  Bil  Stumps  his  Mark  "  kind, 
played  on  the  chief  of  the  local  antiquaries :  a  stone, 
what  at  first  sight  were  supi)Osed  to  be  Runic  characten.  te 
which  were  afterwards  found  to  he  some  terse,  though  decdcdf 
coarse,  Anglo-Saxon  sentences,  being  buried  overnight  to  bt 
found,  as  was  intended,  the  next  day.  The  joy  of  ^ 
Lerwigian  illuminati  on  the  discovery  of  the  priceless  rtfac  ■ 
said  to  have  far  exceeded  that  of  the  Pickwick  Club  oa  ik 
well-known  memorable  occasion. 

Shortly  after  leaving  the  Ix>ch  of  Clickemin  which,  with  fli 
background  of  barren  rugged  hill,  relieved  by  the  few  Shetiad 
trees  which,  at  the  north-western  comer,  endrde  the  aul 
dwelling-house  called  Helendale,  makes  a  picttmesque 
cabinet  scene,  you  come  to  the  vilbge  or  hamlet  of 
This  hamlet  consists  of  a  number  of  small  holdings 
by  as  primitive  a  lot  of  inhal)itants  as  are  to  be  found  in 
land,  and  between  whom  and  the  Lerwigians  a  feud  has 
ever  since  Lerwick  was  I)uilt  in  the  seventeenth  centnrv. 
Strong  is  the  anti]Kithy  to  the  pan^tnu  borough,  that  the  S 
bairns  travel  all  the  way  to  the  school  at  Gulberwick,  some  vm 
miles  off,  sooner  than  attend  at  the  Board  School  in  Newton. 
less  than  half  the  distance.  There  is  a  very  steep,  and  i* 
carriages  nasty  bit  of  road  from  Sound  up  to  the  Sandy  Loci 
from  which  I^rwick  is  supplied  with  water  so  highly  daffii 
with  {icat,  as  to  resemble  in  colour  the  senna-tea  of  caci 
youth  more  than  tlie  pure  licjuid  element 

Just  iK'fore  reaching  tlie  loch  you  liave  a  very  good  ncwitf 
tlie  south-western  side  of  Len»'ick,  of  the  Knah, 
Sound,  and  of  the  Ward  Hill  and  Ord  of  Bressay ;  and 
winding  round  the  Sandy  Ix)ch,  and  from  the  crest  of  llieh& 
close  to  the  third  milc-i)ost,  you  get  a  very  fine  \iem  oi  Brm* 
with  the  Noup  of  Noss  showing  over  the  northern  shookkf  ^ 
the  iNland.  A  propos  of  mile-|K)sts,  it  is  somewrhat  stiai^lte 
ill  .1  (XAintry  where  wood  is  an  exotic,  and  stone  of  oxry  La2 
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to  be  had  for  the  working,  the  road  trustees  ,iave  made  ail  the 
tnile-posts  of  wood,  with  the  natural  result,  that,  between  the 
Weathering  effect  of  a  moist  climate  and  the  mischief-working 
propensities  of  the  bairns,  hardly  a  singjle  inscription  is  legible, 
Turning  from  the    Dunrossncss  road,  somewhere  about   the 
fourth  mile-post,  you  soon  cross  the  upper  portion  of  the  Bum 
of  Dales  Voe,  which,  a  little  distance  above  the  road,  issues 
out  of  an  imderground  channel  half  a  mile  in  lengtli.     Above 
this  tunnel  is  a  loch  known  as  the  Flossy  or  Rushy  Loch,  which 
seems  to  have  puzzled  Patrick  Neill,^  as  he  saw  soldiers  from 
Fort  Charlotte  fishing  there  for  sea-trout,  though  the  loch  had 
no  apparent  communication  with    the  sea.     Vc^  large  sea- 
trout,  indeed,  are  killed  here  late  in  the  season,  and  there  are 
several  places  in  the  islands,  where  burns  disappearundcrground 
to  come  to  the  surface  further  on.     After  joining  the  road  from 
the  bridge  of  Fitch  you  soon  come  to  the  Scord  of  Scalloway  as 
it  is  called,  scord  being  the  term  used  for  a  depression  or  break 
in  the  highest  ridge  of  a  line  of  hills.     From  this  point  you 
get  what  is — though  in  this  country  of  exquisitely  blended  land- 
and  sea-scape  it  is  hard  to  award  the  palm,  unless  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  St.  Magnus  Bay  from  Sandness  Hill — pro- 
bably the  most  exquisite  view  in   the  islands.     At  your  feet 
lies  the  village  of  Scalloway,  with  its  castle  standing  sentinel, 
as  it  were,  over  its  land-locked  harbour.     Beyond  the  harbour, 
both  north  and  south,  you  have  islands  and  islets,  holms  and 
skerries  innumerable  ;  and  in  the  far  distance,  Foula  rearing  its 
sharp-pointed  crest  high  above  the  Atlantic,  and  looking  a  fit 
abode  for  the  storm  fiends.    With  a  setting  sun  the  view  must  be 
one  of  which  ihe  remembrance  will  come  back  after  many  days. 
Making  your  way  downwards,  and    round  the  hc.id  of  Cliff 
Sound,    you  pass  a    primitive    Shetland    mill  worked  by   the 
stream,  which    flows   down  from  the  Lochs  of  Tingwall  and 
Asta.     Your  first  point  is  naturally  Scaliow.iy  Castla     It  may 
be  described  as  a  castellated  mansion,  four  stories  in  height, 
built  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  with  a  square  projecting 
'  Ncill's  Tmr,  p.  S5. 
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tower  at  one  angle,  and  having  at  three  angles  of  the  nu.* 
building  and  three  angles  of  the  tower  circular  turrets  corbc>i 
out  in  the  Scotch  fashion.  The  main  building,  which  v^ 
N.W.  by  W.  and  S.E.  l)y  E.,  compass  1>earings  mcasurci  oo!v-:« 
on  its  eastern  side  58  ft.  S  in.,  and  on  its  southern  «d«  i\ ". 
II  in. ;  whilst  the  tower  measures  on  its  north  hide  2O  (l  y . 
and  on  the  west  side  26  ft.  2  in.  Huilt  in  the  main  of :  < 
schistose  stone  of  the  country,  the  jambs,  and  the  stcpi  of  '': 
grand  staircase,  to  tlie  first  floor,  were  of  red  sand!»tone  irr 
Kday.  Over  the  one  arched  d<Xin»'ay,  which  is  at  the  K^jtrcr 
angle  of  the  tower  where  it  abuts  on  the  main  building,  xr.d  * 
6  ft.  8  in.  high  l)y  3  ft.  10  in.  wide,  arc  the  remains  of '"^ 
inscription  which,  according  to  Brand  *  was — 

"  Patricias  Orcadiu:  vt  Zctlandix  ComcS|" 

with  llie  distich  below, 

'*  Cujii^  fundamcn,  ^.ixiim  e<it,  domus  ilia  nuncbit ; 
L3l)ilis,  c  ontin,  si  ^jt  arciu  ]icriu     A.P.  iGoo.'* 

and  a!M)ve  the  in^icrijition  seem  to  have  l»ccn  armorial  Icarr.--. 
(liflord  -  gives  a  slightly  ditTerent  reading,  making  the  first  fur 

** Patririiis  Stewardus  Orcadix'  et  Zetland ix  Comes,  I.Y.H^' 

which  is  absurd,  as  James  V.  had  l)een  dead  for  fifty-eight  itir« 
when  Scalloway  Ca>tle  was  built  According  to  Bkuki,:'< 
origin  of  the  scri{>tural  ]>ara]ihrasc  was  this:  Mr.  PitcaimL^ 
then  minister  of  Northmaven,^  when  visiting  Earl  FunLi. 
rebuked  him  for  the  ni>])ressic)n  he  had  used  to  the  Shetland^ 
in  compelling  them  to  sujiply  forced  labour  for  the  citctioB <^< 

>  Hramrs  t^rlnty  and  /.HUud,  p.  9a  '  Gifioni'*  ZmIk^  ^  &> 

'  .VcoDnliiij;  Hi  tin-  I'rivy  Ci.uiicil  (SotUnd)  Rf^'xter,  \6Lh.^^ 
ritc.urnliitnMlfh.i'i,  mi  tlx  2\\\  ••!'  July.  15S9,  .ipiicvel  bcf<ire  ibe  Cncl 
.11  tliir  in^t.ince  of  hi.  ]  .inOiinni  r^,  aihI  of  **Johiinc  Mowatl«  wand  A^ 
Mow.itt,  of  Ilu^iiUnil.  *ii!KUTfouiic' tif  Northmewing,**  loawwtr 'i^^v 
C'impKiiiii  iiuid  liL-  the  >.iiilis  ixrrsccuah.H  aj;anU  him,  in  iraaMac  >^ 
op|iri -^in^;  ot  thaiiii-  thruv^  l.ii  av.iriciuus  and  Snndccciit  bdMvus.  c«~« 
IvtTi'  and  cunvcrsatiuiin." 
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the  budding,  upon  which.  Earl  Patrick  was  for  the  time  enraged. 
A/ierwards,  however,  cooling  down  a  little,  he  insisted  on 
Pitcairn  supplying  him  with  a  verse,  which  he  did,  insinuating 
that  as  the  house  was  built  by  oppression  it  would  soon  fall 
Earl  Patrick,  on  the  other  hand,  construed  it  as  meaning  that, 
as  his  father's  house  at  Jarlshof,  which  was  built  on  a  sandy 
foundation,  was  already  falling  to  pieces,  his  own  building, 
which  was  on  a  rock,  should  last  And  verily,  if  it  had  not 
been  from  neglect  and  the  vandalism  of  those,  who  should  have 
known  better,  this  grand,  baronial  building,  of  which  Billings  does 
not  seem  to  have  heard,  might  still  be  standing  intact  Along 
the  south-western  side  of  the  ground-floor  of  the  main  building 
is  a  vaulted  passage,  out  of  which  doors  lead  into  tlie  kitchen, 
in  which  is  a  well  at  the  north  end,  and  another  apartment  of 
nearly  similar  size  at  the  southern  end,  both  with  vaulted  roofs. 
The  grand  staircase,  which  was  regularly  laid  in  masonry,  and 
the  steps  of  which  were  of  red  Eday  stone,  wound  round  the 
lower  over  a  vaulted  chamber  on  the  ground-floor.  This  led 
to  the  great  hall  on  the  first  floor,  from  which  a  spiral  staircase 
led  to  the  apartments  above.  Both  the  lower  staircase  and  the 
upper  one  are  now  broken  and  useless,  and  the  vaulted  roof 
of  the  ground  floor  is  showing  signs  of  giving  way,  Monteith 
says  courts  were  held  in  the  casde  at  Hallowmas  and  Christmas, 
but  when  Brand  ^  visited  the  isles  in  1700,  a  century  after  the 
building  was  erected,  the  slates  were  even  then  being  allowed 
to  fall  off,  and  the  woodwork  in  the  upper  stories  to  rot  in 
consequence.  Still,  the  building  might  have  been  preserved 
had  it  not  been  for  the  vandalism  of  James,  i6th  Earl  Morton, 
to  which  Edmondston  -  thus  refers  :  "  Time  has  had  but  little 
effect  on  this  building,  but  the  earl  of  Morton  granted  leave 
to  Sir  Andrew  Mitcliell  to  plunder  the  gateways  and  windows 
of  their  ornaments,  in  order  to  furnish  materials  to  adorn  the 
house  which  he  erected  at  Sand,  in  the  parish  of  Sansdng ; 
and  thus  set  the  example  of  that  Gothic  insensibility  to  objects 

1  lir'ix,!^'^  Orkney  and  Zilland. 

'  Edmondslon's  Zetland  Jilandi,  vol.  i.  p.  126. 

H    H 
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of  antiquity  and  taste,  which  has  been  so  successfully  foUovcii 
in  the  same  neighbourhood." 

Close   to   the  castle   is  the   pier  of    Blackness,  alongsKic 
which    the  Stromncss   steamer  disembarks  her   luggage  iihi 
goods  in  comfort,  a  luxury  which  the  visitor  from  the  south, 
who  has  come  by  the  east  route,  can  thoroughly  apfirocutc 
after  his  Lcn^ick  cxinrrienccs.    The  pier  is  said  to  lie  buill  ovci 
the  Bulwark  from  which  Katherine  Faw  was  "  casscn  in  the 
sey."  *  Half  way  or  so  along  the  l)each  a  very  fine  spring  gusho 
out  of  the  limestone,  below  high- water  mark,  the  water  in-r. 
which  is  said  to  be  very  good,  not  a  l)ad  thing  in  this  Lrvi 
of  i)eat  and  moss,  where  clear  pure  drinking  water  is  not  a]«A>« 
to  l>e  had.  At  the  western  end  of  the  village,  under  the  Galx)« 
Hill,  where  criminals  wore  hung  and  witches  burnt  in  the  gv^^i 
old  days,  stands  the  house  of  Westshore,  surrounded  by  Shet- 
land trees,  some  of  which  must  l)e  now  nearly  a  century  iJvi 
a   half  old.      Westshore  was  originally  the  residence  of  the 
Mitchells  of  that  ilk,  and  afterwards  belonged  to  a  branch  • : 
the  Srotts  of  Gibbleston.-     A  small  inn  or  hutel  was  started  ." 
Scalloway  last  summer,  and  ought  to  pay  well,  as,  with  dccer.: 
accommodation,  Scalloway  in  many  resjKTts  is  a  much  jffcfc? 
able  heachjuarters  to  Lerwick,  with  its  cU>se  confined  stneet* 
and  wynds.     No  end  of  pleasant  Ixxiting  excursions  could  \t, 
made   from    the   western   village,   esjiecially   by   a   natura]b;i 
amongst  the  inlets  and  islands  in  the  early  summer  mont.*i\ 
but  let  him  take  care  he  is  not  done  by  his  Itoatmcn,  and  thrve 
men  foisted  on  him  for  a  few  hours*  work  amongst  almost  land- 
locked waters.      Scalloway,  from  lK*ing  much  frequented  bf 
tourists,  seems  the  head«iuarters  of  the  cadging  frateraitr  aai 
sisterliood  in  the  islands,  and  the  cr>-,  **  Gi*e  me  a  jKn-ny,*  » 
by  no  means  unfre<iiiently  heard.    The  first  time  the  writer  «* 
there,  he  asked  a  wom.in  in  the  street  to  show  him  the  po* 
office,  to  whi<  h  <ame  the  usikiI  whine,  and,  on  receipt  oi  iJ* 
copper,  she  pointed  out  a  house  a  few  doors  off. 

*  Sec  <;«.V,  p.  117. 

•  Sec  Ni>!>ct*'»  //<Ta.'./r|',  vol,  ii.  Appendix,  p.  297. 
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Having  had  your  lunch  you  are  ready  for  the  return  journey. 
Retracing  your  steps  as  far  as  the  mill  before  mentioned,  insicad 
of  heading  eastwards  for  the  Scord  of  Scalloway,  you  keep  on 
north  up  the  road,  ihat  leads  down  through  the  beautiful  vale  of 
Tingwall,  and  shortly  after  passing  the  loch  of  Asta  sec  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  road  the  monolith  of  grey  granite,  which 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  was  erected  to  commemorate 
the  death  of  Malise  Sperra  in  the  fight  with  his  kinsman  Earl 
Hetiry  St.  Clair,'  after  the  Ting  meeting,  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  There  is  no  grey  granite  in  Shetland, 
so  the  stone  must  have  been  imported  to  mark  some  special 
event  Round  the  stone,  which  is  quadrangular  in  shape,  is  a 
deeply  marked  groove,  which  local  tradition  says  was  made  by 
the  chain  by  which  victims  were  bound  to  it !  In  all  probability 
the  mark  was  caused  by  the  chains,  by  which  it  was  dragged 
from  Scalloway,  or  wherever  it  was  landed.  At  (he  head  of  the 
Loch  of  Ting^vall  stand  the  manse  and  kirk  of  the  parish  of 
Tingwall.  Just  under  the  manse  is  what  was  formerly  the 
holm  on  which  the  Althing  was  -held,  but  which,  when  the 
level  of  the  lake  was  lowered  some  years  hack,  became  part  of 
the  adjacent  shore.  The  stones,  on  which  the  Foud  and  other 
officials  sat,  were  torn  up  sometime  in  the  last  century  in  order 
to  render  the  holm  available  for  grazing  puri)Oses. 

Those  found  guilty,  by  the  Althing,  of  murder  could  evade 
the  penahy,  if  they  could  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  spectators, 
and  reach  the  church,  which  probably  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
modern  building.  According  to  Munch,^  the  Althing  gave  its 
name  to  Scalloway,  Sia/a7'e_!,'r  (the  Va^  or  Way  of  the  T/n'ni^ 
Skalas  or  Court-houses).  Shetland  formerly  possessed  three 
towered  churches,  that  we  know  of  for  certain,— one  on  the  point 
of  Ireland  in  Dunrossness,  another  on  the  isle  of  Burra,  and  the 
third  at  Tingwall — of  which  the  old  tradition  was  that  they 
were  erected  by  three  sisters.  The  one  at  Ireland  w.is  probably 
allowed  to  fall    into  decay  sometime  in  the  last  century,  as 

>  Sec  at>U,  p.  58. 

'  iiUmaira  des  Aniiquaira  Ju  Notd,  1850 — 1S60,  p,  113. 


468  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

it  appears  to  have  been  entire  when  Brand  *  Wsited  the  islands, 
but  in  Low's  day  only  some  remains  were  in  existence ;  •  the  ones 
at  Tingwall  and  Burra  were  entire  up  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  as  Edmondston,*  who  wrote  in  1 809,  says :  "  Both  have 
been  demolished  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  from  a  prind(4e 
of  barbarous  economy,  to  supply  stones  at  a  cheap  rate  for 
building  the  plain  presbyterian  churches  which  now  occnpr 
their  places." 

According  to  Edmondston  the  steeples,  as  he  calls  them,  of 
both  Tingwall  and  Burra  churches  were  between  sixty  and 
seventy  feet  in  height.  Probably  the  churches  may  have  been 
somewhat  similar  to  the  one  on  Egilsay  in  the  Orkneys. 

There  are  some  interesting  monuments  in  the  churchyard  at 
Tingwall :  on  one  is  this  inscription,  "  Here  lies  an  honest  man. 
Thomas  Boyne,  sometime  Fowde  of  TingwalL"  The  hmtst 
sounds  as  if  the  race  of  Fouds  were  generally  of  the  unjost 
order  of  judges ;  and  Boyne,  it  is  said,  was  as  big  a  kna^-e  as 
his  fellows.  The  Rev.  John  Tumbull,  the  predecessor  of  the 
present  minister  of  the  parish  of  Tingwall,  held  the  living  for 
nearly  as  long  a  period  as  William  the  Old  did  the  Bishopnc 
of  Orkney.  Ixring  presented  in  1806  and  sur\iving  till  1S6;. 
In  the  course  of  his  long  incumbency  he  entertained,  at  the  oU 
manse,  almost  every  visitor  of  note  to  the  islands  during  that 
l)eriod,  amongst  them  lK*ing  Sir  Walter,  the  poet  Tapper,  and 
the  I>ukc  of  Edinburgh,  the  latter  when  a  youngster  in  the 
Raccoon.wcidL^T  the  command  of  Count  Gleichen.  The  illiistrioQf 
author  of  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  Proverbial  PkiJMtfky  if 
said  to  have  honoured  the  Loch  of  Tingwall  by  combing  it  with 
an  otter.  If  that  otter  is  still  in  existence,  it  ought  foithwilh 
to  be  despatched  to  the  British  Museum  for  preservatioQ  ai 
a  relic  of  national  importance.  Mr.  Tumbull,  many  peopk 
affirm,  from  his  zeal  for  agricultural  impro\'ement,  gave  Sir 
Walter  the  idea  of  Triptolemus  Yellowley.  It  can  only  hi«t 
been  from  his  love  for  agricultural  improvement,  as  the  ministtr 

*  I  {rand's  Orkney  and  ZdlanJ^  p.  121.  '  Low's  7«Br,  p^  itt- 

'  KdmoncUtonS  Zttland  hlandt^  voL  i*  fv  184. 
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from  all  accounts  was  hospitality  personified,  a  virtue  which, 
in  Scott's  sketch  of  my  Lord  of  Morton's  chamberlain,  whose 
pedigree  might  have  been  described  by  Canny  Yorkshire,  out 
of  Miserly  Mtarns,  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence;  The 
writer  has  a  strong  idea  that  Andrew  Ross  of  evil  memory  was 
the  original  from  whom  the  character  of  the  close-fisted, 
gripping  factor  was  taken. 

The  view  from  the  churchyard  looking  south  is  very 
beautiful.  First  in  the  immediate  foreground  the  Loch  of 
Tingwall  nearly  divided  into  two  by  a  holm  which  stretches 
almost  fi-om  side  to  side,  then  a  glimpse  of  the  Loch  of  Asta, 
beyond  which  a  still  smaller  glimpse  of  the  head  of  Cliff  Sound. 
This  is  set  in  a  framework  of  hills,  which  on  the  eastern  side 
terminate  in  the  terraced  slopes  of  the  northern  portion  of 
Fitful  Head- 
After  leaving  the  Manse  of  Tingwall  you  soon  come  to  the 
road  leading  to  Walls,  and,  turning  to  your  right,  pass  the  farm- 
steading  of  Veensgarth,  the  late  tenant  of  which  is  said  to  have 
amassed  a  fortune  not  far  off  20,000/.  during   his    nineteen 

Ascending  the  hill  at  the  back  of  Veensgarth,  you  come 
to  the  scord  at  the  top,  which,  from  its  exposed  position, 
is  known  as  the  Windy  Grind.  This,  according  to  all 
accounts,  is  after  nightfall  a  very  uncanny  place ;  and,  if  you 
should  cross  it  after  dark  with  a  boy  acting  as  gillie,  it  is  even 
betting  he  comes  cowering  up  to  your  side  for  fear  of  Da  Trmi's} 
From  the  Windy  Grind  the  pedestrian,  instead  of  following  the 
road  all  round  by  the  bridge  of  Fitch,  may,  by  striking  down 
across  the  mouth  of  the  valley  of  Dale,  and  following  the 
telegraph-posts  up  the  old  road,  rejoin  the  new  carriage  road 
about  the  third  mile-post,  and  so  save  himself  a  mite  of  un- 
necessary walking.  As  he  descends  Stony  Hill  to  Lerwick,  he 
will  in  all  probability  see  a  stream  of  women  of  all  ages — from 

'  There  was  probably  some  iilea  that  siords  [were  specially  haunted  by 
Trows,  as,  close  to  the  Scord  of  Scalloway,  is  a  small  rivulet  marked  on 
the  Ordnance  sheets  as  Thi  TrauAt  Burn. 
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the  wrinkled  old  lug,  who  would  not  be  an  unfitting  nyn 
sentativc  of  the  Witch  of  Endor,  down  to  the  fair-haircd  ti«*:t. 
who  might  sit  for  a  Xorsu  Madonna,  so  tpirituelU  and  rcfinct! 
is  the  expression  of  face — returning  from  the  ]>eats.  All  hjve 
their  kyshics  {eatsiei)  of  [teats  on  their  backs,  and  all,  as  thcr 
bend  fonvard  with  the  stoopinjj  gait  ]K.-culbr  to  those  camv^ 
burdens,  arc  knit,  knit,  knitting.  A  Shetland  woman,  if  >-« 
put  the  needles  in  her  hands,  could  probably  do  a  vcrj-  ^ijrd 
Stroke  of  work  in  her  stee[). 


>ain<uluui  liijoini  hy  Sii  II.  Diyiba 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 


lUSA,    AND   DDNROSSNESS, 

Till  last  year  your  only  chance  of  getting  to  Dunrossness, 
other  than  by  machine  or  walking,  was  by  waiting  for  the 
smack,  which  sails  down  at  very  irregular  intervals.  Last 
summer,  however,  the  Earl  of  Zetland  commenced  running 
down  the  east  coast  as  far  as  Boddam  regularly  once  a,  week, 
whilst  the  west  side  steamer  on  her  way  to  Stromness  called 
once  a  fortnight  at  the  little  creek  of  Spiggie,  just  north  of 
Fitful  Head.  "Unfortunately  there  is  only  one  very  small 
lodging-house  at  present  at  Boddam  ;  so  it  will  be  as  well  before 
starting  to  ascertain  whether  you  can  get  put  U[>.  Driving 
down  to  Boddam,  the  total  distance  is  about  twenly-t^vo  miles  ; 
but  a  pedestrian,  by  taking  short  cuts,  can  shorten  the  distance 
by  about  four  miles.  .A  very  beautiful  walk  it  is  too,  full  of 
exquisite  views,  from  the  largest-sized  landsca])e  down  to  little 
cabinet  gems,  that  you  would  keep,  if  transferred  to  water- 
colours,  for  your  own  sanctum.  Somewhere  about  the  second 
mile-post  the  pedestrian,  instead  of  following  the  carriage 
road  round  the  head  of  the  valley,  had  better  cross  tlie  bottom 
of  the  valley  of  (Julhcr  Wick,  and  rejoin  the  road  somewhere 
beyond  the  fourth  mile-post  In  Gulber  Wick  the  Ftfa  {The 
Arrow,  so  called  from  her  swiftness)  and  the  Hjilp  {The 
Whelf),  the  two  be.iutiful  long  ships  given  by  King  Ingi  to 


472  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

Jarl  Rognvald,  were  wrecked^^  and  that  checiy,  lovable  Mark 
Tapley  of  a  Jarl  was  no  sooner  on  shore,  than  he  went  caroUiog 
about  like  a  skylark  in  spring  time,  one  of  his  rhymes  being  ac 
address  to  the  mistress  of  the  house,  who  offered  him  a  fc: 
coat  to  put  on,  in  place  of  his  own  bedraggled  garment 

**  Here  I  shake  a  shrunken  fur  coat  ; 
Surely  'tLs  not  ornAmental. 
All  our  clothes  are  in  the  ship-fieUl, 
And  it  is  too  uidc  to  !>eek  them. 
Lately,  all  the  young  M:a-hi>r>es 
Left  we  dressed  in  splendid  garments 
As  we  drove  the  .steeds  of  mast-bcadt 
To  the  crags,  across  the  surges.*' 

Beyond  Gulbcr  Wick,  at  Rrenista  Ness,  on  the  narrow  n«'* 
leading  to  the  head,  are  the  remains  of  the  Broch  ot  BurbfMi. 
which"  occupies  by  far  the  strongest  natural  position  of  an? 
broch  the  writer  has  seen.  It  is  about  a  mile  or  so  from  ih< 
road,  and  is  very  much  filled  up  with  rubbish  and  iAm. 
On  a  small  holm  in  the  Ix)ch  of  Brindister,  close  to  the  fifth 
mile- post,  are  the  remains  of  another  broch.  The  holm  a 
said  to  be  a  breeding-place  of  the  l^esser  Black-backed  Gul 
From  the  sixth  mile-i)ost  you  descend  to  East  Quar£  Frocn 
here  a  valley  cuts  right  through  the  range  of  hills  that  constitutt 
the  backl>one  of  this  {)ortion  of  the  Mainland.  Across  tka 
valley  boats  were  once — may  still  l)e — drawn  from  sea  to  sex 

The  original  name  Hvarp'^  is  said  to  mean  a  boat-hiiitaf 
place,  though  in  Norway  such  a  i>ortage  is  termed  a  Dr^.  Od 
the  eastern  side  of  the  valley  a  bum  flows  down  into  a  sdiI 
rocky  basin,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  broadv  by  SBtv 
or  eighty  deep.  This  is,  during  the  autumn,  with  spring  tides  cff 
a  s{)ate,  a  sure  hold  for  heavy  sea-trout  When  wading,  however. 
look  out  for  the  boulders  at  the  south-western  comer,  as  tbcr 
are  a  caution  to  come  to  grief  amongst.     Even  if  yoa  do  act 

*  Ork.  Sni^,  p.  12S. 

'  Mfmoira  Ji  la  Scct/tt'  Koyal  da  Amtitptmra  dm  Mrd^   |S5»— li^ 
p.  106. 
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slaughter  many  of  the  scaly,  silver-sided  ones,  the  view  of  the 
Ord  and  Bard  of  Bressay  from  this  point,  as  sunlight  and 
shade  ripple  over  their  sandstone  cliffs,  and  of  the  changing 
tints  of  red,  brown,  and  grey,  with  an  occasional  gleam  of 
light  through  the  Giant's  Leg  ;  and,  if  the  wind  falls,  perchance 
of  a  school  of  mackerel  making  cver>-thing  boil  outside,  is 
more  than  enough  to  repay  you  for  the  walk  ouL  There  is 
said  to  be  a  very  good  sea-trout  place,  too,  at  ^Vcsl  Quarff,  so 
you  can  choose  whichever  the  wind  suits  best.  Close  to 
West  Quarff  is  a  place  called  Purgatory : '  what  can  have 
given  rise  to  this  name  ?  From  East  Quarff  the  road  winds 
under  the  range  of  hills,  at  some  distance  from  the  sea,  till  you 
reach  Cunningsburgh,  where  you  can  halt  at  the  little  lodging- 
house  kept  by  Gilbert  Ir\-ine,  which  is  about  ten  miles  from 
Lerwick  by  the  carriage  road.  Two  or  three  men,  who  did 
not  mind  rough  fare,  could  put  up  here  for  a  day  or  so  for  the 
sea-trout,  which,  if  the  nets  are  ever  curtailed  and  the  fish  pro- 
tected on  the  spawning-beds,  should  swarm  here,  as  the  burn, 
Laxdalc  Burn,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  islands.  Cunnings- 
burgh, the  Konungs-borg,  or  King's  Burgh  of  ancient  times, 
was,  in  the  superstitious  days  of  Romanism,  a  parish  by  itself, 
as  also  were  Sandwick  and  Dunrossness.  The  three  churches 
ivt:re  dedicated  resi)ectivcly  to  St.  Matthew,  SL  Magnus,  and  St 
Colme,  but  which  was  which  is  not  quite  clear.  Mr.  Goudie,^ 
onu  of  the  translators  of  the  Orkniyinga  Saga,  is  of  opinion 
that  St.  Colmc's  was  the  church  in  Cunningsburgh,  the  site  of 
which  was  in  the  graveyard,  not  far  from  the  Free  Church,  and 
close  to  Meals,  or  Mail's  Voc.  That  this  church  either  was 
an  original  Celtic  church,  or  was  erected  on  the  site  of  one,  is 
probable  not  only  from  the  dedication  lo  St.  Coliimba,  but  also 
from  a  fragment  of  an  Ogham-inscribed  stone  liaving  been  found 
here  a  few  years  back.  In  1875  a  fragment  of  a  Rune-inscribed 
stone  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  the  year  1877  a 
Rune-inscribed  tombstone,  supposed  to  have  been  a  tribute  of  filial 

'  Seeonfe,  p.  361. 

-  Pro(.  Scot.  Ant.  vol.  xii.  p.  20,  and  vol.  liii.  p.  136. 
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respect  erected  sometime  in  the  twelfth  century  to  the  iiKiDar> 
of  one  Thorbiom,  was  discovered  in  the  churchyard  (X  At 
old  church,  it  is  said,  not  a  trace  even  of  foundations  oof 
remains.  When  Earl  Kottert  made  his  cxcamhion  with  Sim 
Bothwell,  and  "  l)ecamc,"  as  Bisho|)  Graham '  put  it,  "  bischoft 
in  omnibus,  and  set  his  rcntall  of  teynds  upon  these  VdiUudk 
above  the  availe,  yea  triple  above  the  availe,"  ccorodt  « 
matters  ecclesiastical  became  the  order  of  the  day,  and  cat 
Reader  was  considered  ample  for  the  spiritual  necessiliet  of  d 
the  i>eoplo  lining  south  of  Quarff,  on  the  Mainbnd,  irA  fa 
those  dwelling  on  Fair  Isle  as  welL  The  Cross  Kirk  en  Ac 
sands  of  Quendale  became  the  parish  church,  and  the  cAff 
two  were  only  occasionally  used  for  service  By  the  n* 
menccment  of  the  scvcntcenih  century  all  the  reverence.  "btJ 
had  survived  through  the  dark  days  of  Romish  su[ientxaK 
had  disappeared,  after  forty  years  of  the  new  cult ;  and  <jt.  ^ 
7th  of  July,  1603,  we  find-  Sheriff  Dischingtoun  in  a  Cotiith(>i 
at  Sumburgh,  pronouncing  the  following  judgment : — 

"  Daxid  Leslie  to  mak  repentance  for  mistisiHg  ttu   Kirt  * 
Cunnisl'rugfie. 

"It  is  tryit  that   Dauid  Leslie  hcs  maist  sdufDcAllfie M-  j 
usit  the  Kirk  <>f  Ciinni^brughe,  and  placett  hie  % 
making  the  samcn  ane  kow  byre  for  the  quhilk  he  ■  4 
to  mak  his  rciicntancc  in  presence  of  the  ] 
congregatioun  on  Sonday  nixt  in  uckdi 


pay  36 
hail' 


;  King  for  his  offence 
-■  to  upmak  their  k'* 
Htmclh  ilk  persoun  *"- 

theeKcep***   - 
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or  some  reason  or  another  the  Cunningsburghers  have  alwasfs 
ad  rather  a  bad  reputation  all  round,  and  especially,  in  the  last 
Mitury,  as  to  hospitality,  when,  if  a  guest  was  tarrying  too  long, 
is  host  wonld  not  scruple  to  tell  him  to  be  off  without  any  cir- 
imtocution  in  the  following  words,  taken  down  phonetically 
f  Low,  the  correct  version  of  which,  as  well  as  Low's  and  the 
nglish  translation,'  are  as  follows  ;— 

L(nu. 
"  Myrk  in  e  Liora,  Luce  in  e  Liunga,  Tim  in  e  Guest  in  e 
:ungna ; " 

Correct  Norn  according  la  Gotidi'r. 
"  M>Tkt  i  Ijora  ;  Ijost  i  lyngi ;  timi  at  gcstrinn  se  genginn ;  " 

English  Version. 
"Murk  (dark)  in  the  liore  (or  loover,   smoke-vent  in  the 
)af ) ;  light  in  the  ling  (heath)  ;  time  that  the  guest  should  be 
one." 

Many  jjtjople  have  endeavoured  to  make  out  that  the  Cun- 
ingsburghers  have  Spanish  blood  in  their  veins,  as  is  also  said 
ith  more  probability  about  the  Fair  Islanders,  and  with  as 
'ttle  ground  aliout  the  Westray  people,  who  are  sometimes 
trnied  the  Dons  of  Westray. 

Cunningsburgh  is  also  famous  for  having  been  the  abode 
if  ihe  Shetland  Jack  She]iherd,  who,  a  few  years  back,  created 
I  small  panic  in  ihe  usually  take-it-easy  borough  of  Lerwick, 
first  of  all  he  broke  into  a  watchmaker's  shop  and  made  off 
''■ith  some  of  the  contents  ;  then,  after  a  short  delay,  emboldened 
3y  his  first  Viking  raid,  he  proceeded  to  crack  more  cribs.  As 
^e  alwayri  walked  over  from  Cunningsburgh  after  dark,  and  got 
^ck  before  daylight,  no  one  suspected  him,  and  had  he  not 
oolishly  tried  to  sell  some  of  the  loot  in  Kirkwall,  he  might  never 

'  Proi.  Scot.  AnI.  vol.  xui.  p.  161. 
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have  been  found  out,  and  the  whole  business  would  ha\c  Icr. 
put  down  to  **  Da  Trows,"  the  Poiw  of  Rome,  or  the  EstaU.^ 
Kirk,  one  or  other  of  which,  as  every  one  knows,  is  i:  tt 
bottom  of  all  mischief.  On  being  detected,  he  was  of  cocnc  a: 
once  returned  to  his  native  isle,  and  provided,  as  so  di>tin^-uitt<d 
a  scion  of  the  Old  Rock  deserved,  with  free  board  and  ioii^s^ 
However,  after  a  few  days'  ex|x;rience  of  his  new  abuic.  be 
either  took  a  dislike  to  the  cooking,  or  else  preferred,  He 
the  Douglas  of  old,  to  hear  the  lark  sing  to  listening  to  the 
mice  cheep,  and  walked  ouL  The  whole  force  of  borou^  lad 
county  i)olice  were  at  once  des|)atched  to  recapture  thu  ^c!- 
bndic  Frankenstein  in  his  native  wilds,  and  the  writer  was  toii 
that  the  pursuit  and  eventual  running  down  the  cul|-rt  bo: 
fox-hunting  out  of  sight  The  return  in  triumph  to  Lcrmk :« 
said  to  have  been  very  impressive,  the  united  forces  caiOiiV*^ 
lustily  as  they  marched  into  the  town : — 

•*  We've  run  him  in,  we've  run  him  in, 
Say  the  two  ^r*fj</*dnw«.'* 

It  is  niniourcd  that,  during  the  height  of  the  panic,  c^err  cf: 
who  looked  like  a  tourist  was  locked  up  as  a  prirautxiair* 
measure,  and  that  even  the  travellers  in  tea  and  sugar—iioQC? 
sober  bodies  from  (ilascie,  and  canny  chiels  from  AberdecD— 
before  whom  all  Shetland  bows  the  knee  in  ijuiet  times. 
put  under  suntillance.  Tlie  former  proceeding  might  have 
exi>ected,  but  the  Litter  was  a  strong  measure  to  take 
save  the  state. 

Nothing,  probably,  makes  you  realise  how  far  north  )X)ii 
finding  flowers  still  in  full  bloom  during  the  early  summer, 
have  long  been  over  in  the  south ;  thus  the  CunningAff^ 
bum,  with  its  banks  all  covered  with  primroses,  in  Jdc 
has  a  very  similar  a]>iK:arance  to  many  of  the  wilder 
in  Devonshire  in  early  spring.  Another  thing  that 
you  at  first,  is  hearing  the  skylark  in  full  song  at  midaffel 
Aith*s  Voe  {^Ei^i  Vagr  or  Isthmus  Voe)  b  icporttd  pod 


SHETLAND.  477 

for  sea-tTout ;  but  the  best  cast  is  said  to  be  in  Mail's  Voe, 
On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Free  Church  manse.  From  Mail's 
\i>e  the  road,  gradually  ascending,  winds  round  the  side  of 
Cunningsburgh  Voe  with  some  beautifully-exposed  miniature 
precipices  on  one  side,  highly  suggestive  of  comminuted  frac- 
tures, if  not  of  something  worse,  with  a  jibbing  horse.  Close 
to  the  thirteenth  mile-post,  before  you  round  the  corner,  call  a 
halt  and  look  back.  In  the  immediate  foreground  you  have 
Mail's  Voe,  then  a  glimpse  of  Ailh's  Voe,  then  the  narrow 
□eck  of  land  between  Aith'sVoe  and  Bressay  Sound,  a  glimpse 
af  the  sound,  and  then  some  eight  miles  as  the  crow  flies  the 
Ord  and  Bard  of  Bressay,  and  over  the  land  between  them  the 
Noup  of  Noss.  The  southern  face  of  Bressay  from  this  point 
ooks  grander  and  more  imposing  than  from  anywhere  else  on 
:he  route,  the  Ord  appearing  much  bolder  and  precipitous  than 
t  really  is.  From  here  you  turn  out  of  the  main  road  to  drive 
iown  to  Sandlodge,  where  a  copper-mine  has  now  been  worked 
or  some  years.  It  was  opened  in  1798,  and  after  being  worked 
or  a  few  years  it  was  closed  till  1872.  To  visit  Mousa  and 
;xp!ore  ihe  Broch  you  have  to  obtain  permission  from 
Mr,  Bnice,  of  Sumburgh,  whose  residence  is  not  far  from  the 
nlna  Mr.  Bruce  was  compelled  to  make  this  regulation  a 
ew  years  back,  as  tourists  of  the  Tom,  Dick,  and  'Arry  order 
lad  been  detected  amusing  themselves,  after  the  fashion  of 
heir  caddish  kind,  in  trying  to  injure  this,  the  only  remaining 
iroch  in  anything  like  an  entire  state.  Verily  the  thoroughly 
itilitarian  Philistine  of  modern  growth  is  nearly  as  mischievous 
s  a  monkey,  and  has  as  much  idea  of  respecting  anything, 
.■hich  does  not  appeal  to  his  animal  instincts,  as  George,  of  pious 
lemorj-,  who  did  not  see  any  use  in  boetry  or  bainters.  Of 
ourse  it  is  not  every  day  that  a  boat  can  cross  the  sound  from 
andlodge  to  the  island,  as  a  south-easter  blows  dead  in,  and  any- 
ling  strong  from  south  round  to  north-east  must  raise  a  jabble, 
■  nothing  worse.  The  Broch  of  Mousa  stands  on  a  small 
Dcky  promontory  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  island,  about 
o  ft.  above  high-water  mark,  and  19  ft.  from  the  edge  of  the 
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promontory.  On  the  S.R  arc  the  remains  of  an  intrenchmri 
and  on  the  N.E.  are  traces  less  distinct  of  another.  Rcro.'-^ 
of  beehive  huts  were  at  one  time  scattered  about,  ^ut  «^e 
utilised  some  years  ago,  as  use  and  wont  is  in  ^uch  nur.r>. 
for  the  bigging  of  byres  and  such  like. 

In  1 86 1  the  broch,  which,  like  many  others  ;-*  l«-'.: 
schistonc  slate,  was  cleared  out,  and,  so  far  as  po>MMc,  v^^^^^- 
decay  arrested  As  this  may  Ih!  considered  the  t)-]»iral  l«r.c. 
from  the  fact  of  it  l)eing  the  only  one  at  all  approaching  \ :« 
feet  condition,  the  writer  has  thought  it  lK*st  to  take  \crt«.-r 
Sir  Henry  Dryden's  description  of  it: — * 

*^The  diameter  at  the  ground  is  about  50^  2**,  and  at  '.^ 
al)out  38'  The  wall,  at  bottom,  at  the  entrance  is  about  15  ''• 
thick.  The  entrance  from  the  outside  to  the  court  »  ^' 
by  S.  It  is  5'-  3'-  high  by  2'-  ii*-  wide.  The  roof  tt.'^ 
passage  sloiKis  upwards  towards  the  court  There  ha*  i«^ 
some  mutilation  about  the  entrance,  and  there  is  a  good  ccl 
of  new  work  (before  1851)  al)out  the  inside  and  ou:«-:: 
Midway  along  the  i>assage  were  the  usual  projectin,:  ji=  -^ 
witliin  which  (eastward)  the  passage  was  wider.  No  tor  >:•:' 
are  now  visible. 

"  There  is  a  set-off  course  or  ledge,  7  \  inches  wide  or.  '^ 
average,  from  the  wall  above  it,  all  round  the  court,  about  Ic^;- 
with  the  inner  roof-stone  of  the  entrance  passage,  and  tvo  i^ 
three  large  stones  projecting  inwards  about  1^  or  1*  6'  Kx^\ 
the  ledge  the  diameter  of  the  court  is  22^  6'-  N.  and  Sl,  ^ 
21'  3'  K.  and  W.  At  the  floor,  about  2^  6*-  less  cadi  m 
The  top  of  the  tower  is  not  complete  at  any  port,  bot  is  hi;^ 
on  the  H.,  and  measures  there  41*^  from  the  ground  ootsde. 
and  45^'  from  the  floor  inside.  The  upper  part  is  so  oa^^ 
decayed  that  the  constniction  of  the  top  of  the  vatts^  aod  ^ 
the  head  of  the  stairs,  cannot  be  ascertained.  PtotoNr'^e 
top  c»f  the  tower  was  tlat,  or  nearly  so,  except  a  parapet  «^ 
at  its  outer  cduc,  like  many  of  our  old  castle  valU  ^s^ 
the  floor  of  the  court  att.irhcd  to  the  wall,  or  rather 

*  Ank,  Siot,  voL  T.  p.  aoS. 
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LTt  of  it,  is  a  bench  or  ledge  about  i''  high,  near  entrance, 
id  rising  to  3'-  high  at  further  side.  This  ser\'ed  as  the 
ep  to  reach  the  entrance  to  the  stairs  on  the  N. 

*'  On  the  ground-floor  are  three  isolated  bee-hive  chambers, 
■cifed,  as  usual,  by  horizontal  stones  overhanging  the  course 
^low,  til!  near  enough  to  be  closed  by  one  slab  at  top.  These 
ive  entrances  from  the  court.     The  chamber  on   the  N.W. 

14''  long  by  5'-  6'-,  and  9'  6'-  high.  The  entrance  3'-  s'- 
igh  and  a'-  3'-  wide.  The  chamber  on  the  E.  is  14'-  by  &- 
3"  and  lo'-  6^  high.  The  entrance  is  3'  4^  high  and  z^  9'- 
ide.  The  chamber  on  the  S.W,  is  i6''  by  5''  9''  ^nd  9''  9'" 
igh.  The  entrance  3"^  high  and  a'-  wide.  Each  chamber  has 
wo  or  more  ambries,  or  store-holes,  in  it.  Each  entrance 
as  over  it  apertures,  which  not  only  relieve  the  pressure  on 
te  lintels,  but  give  light  to  the  chamber.  In  this  lower 
impartment  of  the  building  are  three  ambries  recessed  4'-  9' . 
■  4'-,  and  2'  respectively  (see  Plate  XXI.). 

"At  4'  higher  level  than  the  entrance  to  the  chambers 
n  the  N.E.,  is  the  entrance  lo  the  stairs,  5''  4'  high  hy  3'-  wide, 
"he  stairs  lead  uji  S-E.  and  give  access  to  the  g.iHeries. 
>pposite  the  foot  of  the  slairs  is  a  chamber.  The  stairs  are 
f  stones,  from  lo'-  to  2'-  wide,  and  average  ^\'-  rise,  and 
nly  s'-  tread. 

"  There  are  now  six  galleries,  as  shown  in  elevations  (Plate 
;XII.).  The  roofs  or  floors  of  the  galleries  are  of  stones 
om  lo'-to  2''  wide,  and  4'  or  6''  thick,  reaching  into  both 
.-ills.  The  height  of  the  galleries  vanes  from  4'  to  5'  6'-,  and 
le  width  from  i'-  6'  to  3''-  2'  ;  but  probably  none  were  origin- 
lly  so  narrow  as  i'  6'-,  for  reasons  given  hereafter.  'I'he 
rce^s  to  thi;m  is  by  getting  off  the  stairs  facing  down- 
ards.  The  floors  of  the  galleries  could  not  come  within 
bout  3''  9'  of  the  stairs,  or  there  would  have  been  too  little 
ead-room  for  persons  going  up  or  down. 

"  The  galleries  and  stairs  are  lit  by  four  sets  of  windows 
pening  into  the  court  One  set  of  windows  is  over  the  main 
ntrance.      It  had  fourteen  openings  (one  division  is  now  gone), 
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in  all  1 6'  4'  high,  varying  in  width  from  if-  9*-  to  10^  AnodK; 
set  is  on  the  east,  over  the  entrance  to  the  stairs.  This  oc- 
sists  of  eighteen  openings,  in  all  30^  7^  high,  ^-arying  he 
2^  9**  to  10'  in  width.  The  next  set  is  nearly  over  theos 
chamber,  in  all  16^  9*^  high.  Several  of  the  divisiocu  hut 
been  broken  into  one,  so  that  the  nun)ber  of  original  opcs:*^ 
is  uncertain.  They  vary  from  3'  to  9*-  in  width.  The  fccr: 
set  is  on  S.S.E.  It  consists  of  seventeen  openings,  is  C 
2^-  3'   high,  varying  from  i'-  7*-  to  9*-  in  width. 

**  In  the  court  and  attached  to  the  wall  of  the  tower  a.'t 
rude  irregular  walls  and  benches  of  stone,  the  use  of  vhid  j 
not  apparent ;  but  they  answer  to  the  sbbs  which  arv  bkr 
commonly  found.  They  vary  from  1^  to  3'  9*-  in  hdfr^- 
and  are  doubtless  additions.  A  circular  s|)ace  in  the  cocr 
is  sunk  i'-  below  the  portion  next  the  wall  of  the  tovtr 
This,  |>ossibly,  ^'as  to  make  the  chambers  and  portioa  aei: 
the  wall  more  dry.  In  the  court  is  a  tank,  probably  to  hciif 
water,  4'  3'  by  2'  6' ,  and  about  2'  deep,  partly  buih  vi. 
|)artly  cut  in  the  rock.  It  was  at  least  partly  co«-ertd  ^ 
I)art  of  a  i)artition  wall  is  over  it 

''  In  clearing  the  interior  in  1861  great  quantities  of  animu 
bones,  cs|x:cially  of  otters,  were  found  ;  the  remains  of  a  dn 
IK>t,  black  with  use  on  the  fire,  flat  round  stone  poc-coren ;  1 
slaty  stone  about  i^  long,  like  a  three-cornered  file,  and  1 
car\'ed  model  of  a  Norway  boat  in  fir,  about  3*-  long. 

''  Reference  to  the  plates  will  show  that  the  outline  of  the 
tower  has  in  a  slight  degree  the  form  known  as  *ogce,'ii^ 
much  has  lieen  said  of  this  peculiar  outline,  which  has  ta 
supi>osed  to  l)e  original.  It  is  certain  that  this  fonn  ii  tbc 
result  of  accident,  and  the  tower  originally  was  a  trvxiKd 
cone.  The  outer  wall  has  slipjxrd  down  a  little  with  legini  v 
the  inner  one.  Hence  it  bulged  out  near  the  bottom  and  tf 
in  nearer  the  top.  The  inner  wall  has  bulged  towards  theotf- 
side  about  half  way  up.  The  floors  of  the  galleries  wdat 
downwards  towards  the  outside,  especially  on  the  east  1^ 
inclination  is  greatest  in  the  highest  galleries     Manyof  tke 
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stones  on  the  floor  are  torn  asunder,  and  the  two  waUs  in  the 
fifth  gallery,  where  the  double  wa!l  is  now  narrowest,  so  near!)' 
meet  as  to  prevent  passage.  The  interior  face  of  the  wall  near 
the  top  leans  inwards,  or  overhangs  to  the  court,  from  decay, 
and  iincqualiy  in  differenl  parts."  ^ 

In  the  same  court-  at  which  David  Leslie  was  brought  up  for 
sacrilege,  it  was  ordered  "that  nane  frequent  the  yle  of  Musa," 
and  "  that  nane  frequent  ony  of  my  Lordis  holmis  with  ony  selchie 
nctis  without  leife."  Why  were  ihey  warned  off  Mousa  ?  CoiiI<] 
it  have  been  on  account  of  the  otters  ? 

Mousa  does  not  look  Hke  comfortable  quarters  for  the  honey- 
moon, yet  here  Bjorn  Brynulfson  and  Thora  Roald's  daughter 
spent  part  of  the  winter,  when  they  eloped  from  Norway  and 
were  on  their  way  to  Iceland  about  A.d.  goo. 

Here  too  Ejlend  Ungi  and  that  very  ancient  iemin 
M  Ln  f\hltt        be         db)h] 

II      11      1  d     b     1      bh   h     m    h  Id  I 

k  b  O  f      y   I  d    t,        1     -5x7 

h  Ik)  h       d  H      Id  i,  L  1     d  f         f  ol  by    11    I 

h       Id  d!       fllgbk       Od        dTh 

ndyhld  kkdm       h  Idhk 

dEldh        If         d  ymlfl        m|  I 

m       Iddfl  m         hhdru  )       hh 

Sandlodge  is  exactly  fourteen  miles  from  Lcnvick,  so  any  oiil' 
anxious  to  explore  the  broch  could  easily  drive  there  and  bark 
in  a  day.  Driving  is  not,  however,  in  Shetland,  always  thi- 
quickest  way  of  reaching  your  destination,  and,  where  you  c.in 
send  your  impedimenta  on  Kforc  you,  it  is  on  most  of  the 
roads  better  cither  to  hire  a  pony,  or  to  tramp  it.  During  tlif 
summer  and  autumn  months  most  of  the  ])ost-horses  in  I^Twick 
— if  the  icrm/w/  is  admissible  aliout  animals  whose  rate  of 
progression  is  about  that  of  the  Dead    March   in   Saul — arc 

'  The  numlxTi.  of  the  ])l.ini,  in  tbe  above -([uoteii  Jcictiption,  refur  lo 
the  plans  in  Ibe  volume  of  tbe  AicliM/hpa  Scslica  from  ivhicli  Ih';  portion 
■]uo;e(l  is  t.iken. 

=  A^i  and  SlaluU-s  of  Ihi  Lai^ling,  p.  xiii. 
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pretty  well  worked  to  death,  and,  on  most  routes,  there  is  v 
much  hill-climbing  and  descending,  and  that,  too,  over  roiii- 
that  are  very  diflercnt  from  the  Orcadian  highways,  that  drrav: 
is  more  a  name  than  a  reality.  To  continue  the  joumer  t: 
Ikxldam  :  you  rejoin  the  main  road  at  the  fourteenth  roiW-piK 
From  this  point  the  ]XKlestnan  can«  by  following  the  old  br>ix 
road,  cut  off  (juitc  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  distance.  TaLr; 
this  route  you  luss  at  the  l>ack  of  the  little  village  of  Ho^wvL 
then  over  the  hill  to  the  head  of  C banner  Wick,  nrjoininz  I** 
main  road  a  little  l)cyond  the  seventeenth  mile-post.  T:/ 
carriage  road  goes  right  round  the  head  of  (!hanncrwH:k  tilk^ 
crossing  one  or  two  bums  over  bridges,  on  to  which  you  Kitc  \' 
turn  nearly  at  right  angles.  There  are  some  good-sixed  {looc^ 
on  the  burn  Ixrtween  the  road  and  the  voe  head,  but  a  hc2i'< 
s])ate  is  required  to  bring  sea-trout  up,  as  there  is  a  fall  doK : 
the  sea  that  ret^uires  a  big  lot  of  water  over  it  to  cfuble  fish  :c 
negotiate  it.  An  erne  or  white-tailed  eagle  was  caught  scox 
where  close  to  Channer  Wick  in  187S  ;  its  claws  had  got  socr 
tangled  in  the  tieece  of  a  shee]>  that  it  fell  an  easy  prey. 

11ie  ])revious  autumn  some  eighty  ca'ing  whales  wero  •imcr 
ashore  here.  Just  before  coming  to  Leven  Wick  you  haie  !*:< 
worst  bit  of  road  on  the  whole  route,  and  one  that.  «.'- 
frozen  snow,  must  be  simply  impassable.  Leven  Wick  in  :rftr-/ 
times  was  much  frequented  by  the  Dutch  busses  and  smu^'* 
and  many  a  cargo  of  ri^^ht  Xantz  and  vile  Dukk  <ut  k:* 
lK.x-n  run  here.  Some  thirty  years  ago  or  more  a  naval  oftnc: 
wa^  stationed  in  this  division,  who  was  a  terror  to  the  "n^ 
radcrs.*"  Stories  innumerable  are  told  about  him,  and  thi 
Proteus -like  disguises  he  would  make  his  cutter  assume.  He 
got^donc  at  Ia'vch  Wirk,  hi)wever.  Ha\ing  received  informitvc 
that  some  stuff  had  l>een  run,  he  landed  a  party,  and  was  aboi^ 
t«>  Foanh  a  coitaiic,  when  he  was  informed  that  the  good** 
was  in  the  throes  of  childbirth,  and  was  ret|uested  to  maketbc 
search  as  quietly  as  iK»Nsiblc.  lieing  a  \-ery  kind-hearivi '•' 
erreiitrir,  man,  he  not  only  desisted,  but  even  sent  the  \^ 
wninan  some  wine  and  otlier  creature  comforts  the  nooKitf  ^ 
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returned  on  board.  His  feelings  may,  therefore,  be  imagined 
when,  a  few  days  afterwards,  lie  was  told  that  the  woman  had 
been  safely  delivered — of  the  tobacco  upon  which  she  had  been 
lying  when  he  was  at  the  house. 

A  few  years  back  a  Dutch  buss  was  in  Refirth  Voe,  Yell,  and 
her  skipper  was  trying  lo  dispose  of  some  tobacco  for  which 
be  was  asking  half-a-crown  a  pound ;  eighteenpence  too  much 
said  the  Yellites,  who  considered  a  shilling  a  pound  ample. 
Whilst  the  haggling  was  going  on,  a  man  was  seen  to  rush 
frantically  down  the  hill,  jump  into  a  boat,  and  jJull  on  board, 
when  he  announced,  that  he  had  seen  the  cutter  beating  up 
from  Whalsay,  upon  which  Mynheer  sold  his  baccy  at  the  price 
oflTered.  There  was  no  cutter  except  in  the  fertile  imagination 
of  the  Yelliles.  Simple,  unsophislicaled,  artless  people  the 
Shetlanders !  Four  miles  and  a  half  of  uninteresting  road 
brings  you  from  Leven  Wick  to  the  turning  for  Boddam,  and  a 
tjuarter  of  a  mile  further  lands  you  at  this  odoriferous  little 
fishing  village,  where  Messrs.   Hay   and    Co.    have   a   curing 

To  grasp  what  the  district  is  really  like  your  first  excursion 
had  belter  be  to  the  summit  of  Fitful  Head  Striking  across 
the  angle  made  by  the  Boddam  and  Sumburgh  roads  you  cross 
the  latter  close  to  the  Established  Kirk.  Here,  if  of  an 
ecclesiastical  turn  of  mind,  you  will  be  delighted ;  if  of  an 
utilitarian  bent,  and  being  a  benighted  Englishman,  not  gifted 
nith  the  ptrfen-idum  in^enium  Scotorum  in  religious  matters, 
you  will  wonder  at  the  waste  of  (jastoral  powder.  Three  kirks, 
in  quarter -distance  column,  will  meet  your  eye  ;  first,  the 
Established,  then  the  Free,  and  last  the  IJaptist ;  while  on  the 
other  side  of  the  little  loch  of  Brow,  as  if  conscious  of  the 
taint  of  black  prelacy  inherited  from  its  Church  of  England 
founder,  may  be  seen  the  Wesieyan  chapel.  The  original  parish 
church  known  as  Cross  Kirk,  to  which  Sir  David  Sinclair'  be- 
queathed "the  thrid  parte"  of  his  "black  welwoss  cote," 
situated  near  Quendale,  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned  somewhere 
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at  the  cml  of  the  last  century,  owing  to  the  incursions  r,  r: 
sand  Hood,  wliich  have  now  almost  Imried  it  Kvcn  in  M'-rtc  r. » 
day  he  said  that  with  a  hi^h  wind,  most  of  the  ct'tnn>  :n  rx 
l>urial-groiind  were  cx|>onl(1.  When  you  leave  the  kTW  )  *. 
traverse  a  lot  of  sand-hills  whirh  rover  what  was  onre  the  c*-:": 
of  Brow,  one  of  the  most  fertile  districts  in  the  i-^lands.  j.r<iti-:rj'^ 
the,  for  those  days,  laru'e  rental  of  ^200  sterling,  not  Nn-!*.  A 
good  deal  *  of  the  miscliicf  is  said  to  have  l»ccn  owin^  :••  the 
rutting  and  r(M)ling  of  the  swine,  and  the  rahhits  have  cnm['".e!c: 
the  work.  No  wonder  KarK  Robert  and  ratritk  were  *o  *rc: 
about  the  unclean  animals. 

In   June   you    fuul    the   Links  of  Quendale  one   mass  -" 
violets.     Quendale  (Krcfndii/r^  or  Mill   Dale),  takc^  its  urx 
from  one  of  the  few  regular  mills  there  are  in  tlie  i>br.'i%  i" 
was  ])urchascd  by  an  ancestor  of  the  present  proprietor  i»r.  :.*..- 
.sale  of  the  Sinclair  proj»erty.      On  one  of  the  small  h-4m>  '' 
the  bay,  wlicn  Hibbcrl  -was  there,  sixty  years  ago.  cuuld  ':c?ci* 
a  rude  circul.ir  fence  of  stones,  which   incloN^ti  a  *;uce,  r 
supp(»^ed,  had  at  one  time  been  devoted  t*)  the  **  H««'ni-*.": 
or  ordeal  by  combat,  and  from  which  the  *' lingular  nira':--' 
IC.jrl    Robert"    wa>    cb.arged    Milh    licensing,    may    lu\c  Ic* 
survi\.ils.      (irenville   Pigott,   in   his  Manual  of  Stat4inj':»' 
jl/i7A.7i'.;'r,  tluiN  describo  the  <  ustom  :  "In  the  // .'«  c*''*""^ 
two  (  ";nl=.ll.^^l^  were   pl.i<  ed  within  a  circle  of  stono,  ir.-i  "■ 
w!:o  jpiiitcd  it  ali\e  wi:iu)Ut  taking  the   life  of  ht*  jiiur--' 
u;i-s  hK»k».d  ujtoM  a'>  a  tiiddin;^     a  term  of  contempt  wnnh  -• " 
in  our  lang-.M^e  will   ade«|ualely  ci>nvey.     The  Kniz  ca^i^'^ 
still  ni'ire  nuirderous.     '1  iie  combatants  were  tied  together  »■-' 
a  .-;:ril'.e.  and  witli  the  >horl  kniveN  still  worn  by  the  Xunrcf-i: 
pe.i-..r.:ry.   ^t.i!»lul  e;i<  h   oilier  to   death.       In^^tanres  o(  tv 
Late:  kind  of  diiel  ha\e  taken  place  at  no  dI^tant  jH.TiiAi"   A 
Very   rcl'siir  pirtr.re  i>f    the    Knif-^aKjc,    by   Tidcnunti.  »x^ 
c\'.  .'ited    at    the    Ro\,il    .\(..«!e:nv   a  few  years  lucL    Art* 
p..  -  i:  \i,  tl.e  h(..i:-e  o:  Quendale  walk  out  to  the  end  of  C:."*- 

'  II.  ■  <». ,  w:  ..•....;.:'/.> ,  :•.  III.  ^  Ar  ;•,  t^v.  ts^Mu  r-  "•? 

'  ^^CL  .:f  U,  p.  6J>. 
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Ness,  On  this  promontory  may  be  traced  some  artificial  banks 
or  mounds  running  from  side  to  side,  which  are  said  to  have 
formed  part  of  fortifications  thrown  up  by  the  Lewis  men  during 
their  summer  raids.  During  one  of  these  raids  ■■  tliey  are  said 
to  have  been  defeated  on  the  Links  of  Sumburgh,  between 
the  Pool  of  Virkie  and  Grutness  Voe,  by  the  Sinclair  of  Brow 
of  the  day,  and  slain  to  a  man. 

The  sea  face  of  Fitful  Head  {FitfugtaltSfSi,  Water- Fowl-Head), 
may  be  described  as  a  series  of.  precipitous,  rocky  semicircles 
sloping  very  abruptly  to  the  sea,  and  connected  by  straight 
faces  of  similarly  sloping  rock.  There  are  two  of  these  semi- 
circles at  the  southern  end,  then  one  facing  due  west,  and  then 
a  straight  stretch  of  cliif  till  you  come  to  the  northern  end  of 
Fitful  Head  proper,  where  you  have  one  vast  semicircle  com- 
prising two  smaller  ones,  of  which  the  South  Noup  forms  the 
nortli-eastern  corner,  then  another  semicircle  till  you  come  to  the 
North  Noup,  from  which  a  rocky  serrated  coast-iinc  extends  to 
thi.  CrLtkot  Sjifcgie  To  McwFitlul  Head  arit,ht  it  should  bt 
3i.<.n  from  the  water  tnd  passtngcrs  to  Stromncss  on  the  trips 
ihLn  ll  esteimtrcills  n -it  bpiijoic  will  ]  ass  close  to  the  hcid 
rile  Men  from  Garih  Ness  thout,h  it  cmnot  be  com])artd  lo 
tint  0[  1  ositc  tie  h  (jhest  point  from  the  sei  is  \Lry  hne 
Wittrworn  chinnds  seim  the  whole  fiee  of  the  elitt  and 
e\er>  here  ind  there  >ou  see  bright  red  [  itches  of  nhil  s  si  1 
I  be  some  sort  ol  fungoid  i,rowth  It  is  i  very  si  H  climb  to 
ti  e  t  1  of  the  first  scmitirek  ifter  wh  ch  the  iseeiit  to  the 
lii,hest  ]  int  mirked  ly  1  ci  rn  of  1  eits  is  more  ^rid  il 
Ihe  \iew  Irom  the  summit  of  IitUil  (9  S  feet)  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  extensive  in  the  islands.  Lookin^,  north  west 
you  have  Foula,  then  more  lo  the  north  the  coast-line  of  Walls 
and  Sandsting  from  Watts  Ness  to  Skelda  Ness,  while  looming 
blue  over  the  latter  point  you  may  see  Kooeness  Hill  (1,486 
lue't).  In  the  immediate  foreground  you  have  the  rocky  southern 
face  of  St.  Ninian's  Isle,  and  the  ayre  of  exi|uisitely  while  sand 
connecting  it  with  the  Mainland  ;  the-n  the  Greater  and  Lesser 
'   [libberl'i  Shdhit,!  Isks,  p.  243. 
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Haveras  (Hafreys^  or  Goat  Isles),  behind  which  you  get  j  ]<t: 
«;!'  Hurra  (the  Hurgh  Wcslray  of  the  Pirate)^  a  httlc  tu  thct;-: 
of  which  you  see  the  IJonxie  Hill  (960  feet),  then  the  Ward  H.'.! 
and  the  Ord  of  Hressay,  the  Ward  of  Skewsluirgh  (854  fert . 
a  glimpse  of  Sand  Wick  and  the  Isle  of  Mousa.  Tum:r.*'ii-c 
east  you  see  the  sandy  ri<ige  extending  from  Il4>(Mam  to  >-.r- 
luirgh,  the  shallow  jiool  of  Virkie,  and  (>^utnes^  Vtv,  in  ftinrcr 
times  a  great  rendezious  both  of  the  Dutchmen  and  the  I^nivicr 

merchants.     IWvond  (init  Ness  vou  see  the  northern  M<:r  •■? 

•  y  I 

Sumburgh  Head,  under  the  western  shoulder  of  whn  h  lie  :*■€ 
f)ld  and  new  houses  of  Sumburgh.  Sumburgh  Head.  ihi'U4:r 
close  on  300  feet,  l(K>ks  dwarfed  to  insignificance.  Iktwert 
you  and  Sumburgh  Head  you  see  the  rocky  jKiint  of  Scat  Nc*^ 
inside  of  which  y<Ki  have  the  north-eastern  comer  of  Quindil^ 
I»ay,  and  away  in  south-west  Fair  Isle.  You  get  occasiorali* 
in  Quendale,  and  other  samly  bays  in  Shetland,  the  nK»« 
exquisite  j>e.ico(ky-greeni*ih  blues,  dee|iening  into  that  blue  that 
H<K>k  j»uts  in  some  of  his  ])i(iures,  and  which,  till  actualh  seP"- 
in  situ,  as  it  were.  a]»pears  unnatural.  Fn>m  the  cairn  i^ir,^- 
wards  the  hill  sl()|>es  doun  in  a  series  of  terra<'es.  and  from  the 
s(nith-western  corner  of  the  n<»rthem  of  the  two  seminrclc* 
ynu  get  a  \iew  that,  if  not  as  extensive  as  the  one  fn>m  tr« 
summit,  is  in  many  things  suj)erior  ;  the  stacks  and  outlrnc 
nuks  kA\  the  Snuth  Noup,  winch  owing  to  the  conformatwr.  <^ 
the  ground  are  hidden  from  the  summit,  giving  a  sperial  rhrr 
to  the  srene.  C'rosNing  the  ayre  tliat  sejcirates  the  Loch  of  SfiflCX 
from  the  sea  you  rea<h  the  ro.nd  at  Skewsburgh,  from  *hx'- 
It^-*  than  a  couple  of  miles'  walk  will  take  you  to  IMdaia  H 
Ninian's  IsK-  In  wtirtli  a  strr)ll,  though  all  trace  of  the  ok. 
<  hurch  has  nf»w  vanished  As  the  dedic.it ion  fioints  out.  ik^ 
if  not  an  (»riginal  Celtic  church,  was  proliably  erected  on  l^ 

■ 

^ite  oi  ;in  earlier  one  built  in  the  time  of  the  Papor.  Hibhcrt' 
^avs  it  waN  ere<  ted  by  sonu'  Hutch  skip|ter  in  j<irsaiBf« 
of  a    vow;    but,   as   (iomlie-  i)oints  out,   this  is  a  com©* 

*  IIil>'  crt'^  Shct\inJ  /i/*x,  p.  456. 

-  /Vvt    Sxct.  Ant,  vol.  xii.  p.  iottsff. 
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radition  in  the  islands  for  accounting  for  the  remains  of  old 
hapels. 

Both  the  dedication  and  the  discovery  in  1878  in  the  church- 
■ard  of  tragments  of  Ogham-inscribed  stones  point  to  a  Celtic 
irigin.  In  Brand's'  day  (1700)  it  was  a  chapel  of  pilgrimage, 
nd  the  altar  seems  to  have  been  perfect,  and  in  Low's  '  lime  the 
3wer  story,  which,  being  vaulted,  he  seems  to  have  thought 
lad  been  used  as  a  place  of  sepulture,  was  still  entire.  Some 
;w  years  back  what  still  remained  of  the  building  was  utilised 
ar  building  a  wall,  and  at  the  present  day  not  even  the 
aundations  can  be  traced.  The  wind  acting  on  the  loose 
nable  soil  uncovers,  from  time  to  time,  coffins  and  bones,  and 
pparently  it  is  no  one's  business  to  look  after  il,  though  in- 
erments  have  taken  place  within  the  last  forty  years.  The 
ighthouse  on  Sumburgh  Head  is  about  six  miles  from"  Boddam. 
;een  from  the  hill  above  Virkie  the  head  looks  not  unlike  St. 
ilichael's  Mount  in  Cornwall  when  the  tide  is  out,  so  narrow 
s  the  isthmus  or  neck  of  land  between  Gnitness  Voe  and  West 
,'oe.  Close  to  the  new  house  of  Sumburgh  are  the  remains 
jf  Jarlshof,  erected  by  Earl  Robert.  There  is  said  to  be  Pict's 
riseLdH  d},dhb  h 

Bodd  m  d  Ci  Thm  IhLhf 
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'  Hr^nd'-s  Orkn^  and  Zdland,  ji.  S4.  -  Low's  Teiir,  p.  18S, 
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No  name  could  l>e  more  ajipropriate,  as  the  noise  is  ju*!  lie 
the  neighing  of  a  horse,  and  heard  for  the  first  time  hi.'h  u:  i 
the  air  on  a  misty  summer's  evening,  it  has  taken  in  cunj-nc- 
tion  with  the  local  surroundings,  a  wciVdness  that  only  tr.wc 
who  have  heard  it  under  such  cond.tions  c;.n  realise. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIir. 

EHETLAXD. — WALLS    AND   THE   WEST   MAINLAND. 

The  village  of  Walls  is  twenty-six  miles  from  Lerwick  by 
road,  and  by  taking  the  short  cut  before  mentioned  at  the  hend 
of  Dales  Voe,  and  crossing  the  mouth  of  Weisdalc  Voe  by  the 
ferry,  a  pedestrian  can  reach  his  destination  in  about  three-and- 
twenty  miles.  After  passing  tlie  road,  which  leads  through 
Tingwall  lo  Scalloway,  you  ascend  Wormidale  Hill,  from  the 
summit  of  which  you  have  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Bay  of 
.Scalluuay,  of  the  coast-line  from  Reawick  to  Skelda  Ness,  and 
of  I-'ou!a  looming  blue  in  the  far  distance  over  Reawick.     De- 

n,ndmi,  Wormidak  H  II  bj  the  worst  bit  of  carr  age  road  on 
i!  t  route  ifter  passmo  \\  h  tcness  Voe  >ou  come  to  tl  t.  Loch 

I  Str  m  into  «  h  rh  the  tide  flows  from  Stromness  \  oe  under 
tl  L  1  n  J^e  oier  which  the  road  [  T'Sts 

\l  )ut  thrLe  miles  furthLr  on  )ou  come  to  the  litllt  inn  at 
Hu\ter  Lnonn  as  \  rv  Hou-^e  and  sa  d  to  Le  about  halt  \\i) 
betnecn  I  enMck  and  Will  where  when  drmng  you  stoj  I 
bait  An  angler  mi^ht  make  this  head  [uarters  for  a  few  dajs 
L>  stnk  r\g  irruss  the  hill  at  ih^,  back  of  the  1  o  se  a  not  \er> 
long  nalk    about  a  mile   will  brinp,  hmi  to  the  head  of  Loch 

•itrom  nhich   s  a\Lryhrf,e  loch  (for  Shetland)  as  U  is  two  an  i 

a  half  m  Its  lon^   and  rtj  uted  to  le  verj  r,ood  late  in  \ugiist 
d  btilember  for  it    trout      In  front  ct  the  inn  lies  A\l  s laic 


490  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

Voc,  at  the  head  of  which  one  of  the  best  bums  in  tr.L 
islands  flows  in,  on  which  arc  some  vcr)-  good  jiooU,  as  tr  :.' 
the  mill  of  Kergord.  It  is  not  much  use,  horn-ever,  trying*  :''c 
hum  without  a  sj^ale.  The  voe,  of  course,  at  spring  tides  *is<jdu 
always  in  season  be  worth  a  trial.  You  reiiuire.  howt\cf.  t 
be  stojjjiing  at  the  inn  to  get  |>ermission  to  fish  voe  or  lar. 
( )n  the  4th  of  March  last  a  school  of  ra'ing  whale>  were  Jrur. 
into  Weisdale  Voe  and  154  killed,  which  realised  nearly  /j;-: 
when  dis|)<)sed  of  by  au<:tion.  A  more  desolate  scene  iV^" 
Weisdale  Voe  j)resents  on  a  cold,  cheerless  day  can  hordh  \< 
imagined  'I'he  hill-sides  are  as  lure  as  they  well  con  l<.  ir: 
one  wonders  what  the  sheep  one  sees  dotted  about  hcrt  ir>: 
there,  and  the  i)onies,  which  trot  down  to  the  road-side  as  <: : 
interview  the  |>assing  stranger,  can  fmd  to  live  U}x>n.  FrtfT 
the  bridge  at  the  voe  head  you  have  a  long,  stiff  bit  of  cuiii'- 
work  to  the  Siord  of  Weisdale  (356  feet). 

Weisdale,  or  Westdale  Hill,  as  it  should  pro|jerly  spcakir* 
be  called,  is  the  southern  ]K)rtion  of  the  lofty  range  01'  hi-1* 
whi(  h  stretch  upas  far  as  Olnafirth  Voe,  and  are  known  litb* 
Western  Raim.  Scallafield,  the  highe*it  jxjint  of  ihc  nnfif. 
reaches  a  height  of  916  feet,  and  the  summit  ol  U'e<iU^^ 
Jlill  is  «42  feet. 

( )n  the  shores  of  the  voe,  just  under  the  bcord,  is  the  tu«"- 
or  toon^  of  Sound,  where  some  dwarf  trees  have  sook^ov  ccr.* 
trived  to  survive  in  spile  of  their  not  being  protected  by  «L^ 
Here  can  l>e  seen  the  grass-grown  foundations  of  Our  Ljd> ' 
Kirk,  the  most  noted  of  all  the  cha)iels  of  pilgrimage  in  the 
islands.  In  Sibluld's  dav  it  was  still  used  for  service,  and  he 
s;iid,  '*  concerning  the  building  of  which  at  first  strange  thi^p 
are  re]»orted  and  believed  by  the  Vulgar,  who  Idolize  it  lapff* 
siiiiouslv."  Hv  the  time  of  Ia)w*s  visit  the  church  *>»  s 
ruins. 

The  view  from  the  Scord  of  Weisdale  is  a  very  beautiful  oot 
and  the  writer  will  not  swm  forget  how  charmed  he  was  MS 
on  his  first  visit  to  the  islands  in  July,  1875.  ^  summer  pic 
in  which  it  was.  for  a  time,  supposed  the  Uuke  of  Sl  Alboss 
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yacht  had  been  losi,  was  just  clearing  off.  Overhead  the 
criouds  were  slill  driinng  before  the  north-west  wind.  Im- 
roediately  below  lay  the  voe,  round  which  he  had  just  driven  ; 
straight  in  front  all  the  numerous  isles  and  islets,  holms  and 
skerries,  which  so  thickly  stud  that  Barreyarfjord  of  ihe  old 
Norsemen— which  stretches  northwards  from  0  line  drawn  from 
Skelda  Ness  to  the  southern  point  of  what  is  now  called  Biirra, — 
then  a  long  line  of  cliffs  stretching  down  to  i""itfiil  Head,  on 
which  the  sun  was  shining  brightly,  whilst  all  the  rest  of  the 
picture  lay  in  shade.. 

Many  people  who  come  to  Shetland  complain  of  the  utler 
absence  of  trees  as  a  blot  on  the  landscape,  but,  ulierly  bare  as 
it  often  is,  there  is  a  charm  about  Shetland  scenery  all  its  own. 
The  scene,  which  on  a  sunless  day  seems  hard  and  cold,  with 
occasional  gleams  of  sunlight  becomes  a  perfect  kaleidoscope 
of  varying  colours.  Nowhere  else,  too,  has  the  writer  seen  such 
vivid  greens  as  can  be  seen  in  Shetland  in  early  summer ;  so 
brilliant  are  they  as  almost  to  appear  unnatural. 

Descending  gradually  from  the  scord  jwist  the  house  of 
Iresta,  you  skirt  the  heads  of  'JVesta  and  F-ffirth  Voes,  which 
form  respectively  the  north-eastern  and  north-western  arms  of 
liixler  (Big  Setter)  Voe,  from  which  the  long  Sand-Sound  Voe 
runs  down  to  the  sea.  After  passing  the  head  of  Effirth  you 
'■omc  to  where  the  road  turns  down  to  Reawick,  where  a  large 
lish-curing  establishment  is  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Garriock  and 
( '().  Reawick  is  charmingly  situated,  nestling  as  it  docs  tinder 
the  side  of  the  Ward  Hill,  and  some  exquisite  views  are  obtained 
iif  the  Hay  of  Scalloway  as  you  drive  down.  Sandsting,  the 
■^outhemportion  of  the  united  parishesof  Snndsting  and  Aiihsting. 
lies  to  the  south  of  the  road  leading  from  Tresta  to  the  Bridge  of 
Walls,  and  between  Sand  Sound  and  Gruling  Voes.  At  present 
no  accommodation,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  aware,  can  be  got 
liy  the  traveller  In  the  parish,  and  any  excursions  into  it  must 
he  made  from  Walls.  Somewhere '  on  a  line  drawn  from  Scutia 
Voe  to  Effirth  Voe  at  a  place  called  Safesta,  is  an  underground 

1  Mtmoirs  Anlhropoloskal  Socitly,  vol,  ii.  p.  31 1. 
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galler>',  or  Pict's  house,  measuring  15  yards  in  length,  i  fecf.o 
2i  feel  in  height,  and  i  foot  4  inches  to  i  foot  7  inches  w>ic. 
On  the  summit  of  Hcstcnsetter  Hill,  al)out  a  mile  south  bvc:.^: 
of  the  head  of  ( )las  Voe,  and  alM)ut  the  same  distance  wo: 
of  Ciossa  Water  are  said  to  l)e  a  couple  of  monoliths  callcc:^c 
(jianl*s  Grave.     After  leaving  Kthrth  Voe  the  road  juaHi ' 
the   south  of  Turdales  Water,  the    I-och  of  Hulmalccs  ^^ 
Cirass  Water,  anil  running  under  the  Ward  Hill  c»f  lJiJ«.r''i 
descends  to  the  Uridine  of  Walls,  distant  a  mile  and  a  <}ur:vt 
from  the  village,  which  is  situated  at  the  northern  end  ot  tr^ 
Vaila    Sound       There    is  a    small    inn   here   kc{>l  by  M: 
(ieorgeson,  and   hxlgings  can   be  got  in  the  village  at  Mr^ 
Watts',  Mrs.  Nicolsun's,  and  Mrs.  Twatt's,  and,  })erha(ns  il** 
at  (Jreenland,  and  Houl,  about  a  mile  to  the  m-estward.    Vi.-: 
Sound  is  one  of  the  fmest  harl)ours  in  the  group,  being  cco- 
pleiely  land-lcM'ked  by  the  isle  of  Vaila,  on  which  for  soik 
years  a  large  tish-curing  establishment  was  carried  on  ur^dtr 
the  auspices  nf  tlic  late  Mr.  Arthur  Anderson.     There  i*  «».^oc 
very  fair  rock   scenery  on  the  western  side  of  Vaila,  and  thc 
(Jada  Stark,  an  archc<l  rock  of  red  granite,  and  Coukie  C«»  " 
which  it  stands,  are  very  pictures<|ue.     After  {lassing  the  Oi^ 
Stack  you  may  as  well  pull  across  (truting  V«>e  and  expl'-'t  :r^ 
remains  of  the   IJroch  of  Cullswick,  built  on   the  neck  yi  * 
promontory.     It  is  in  a  very  dila])idated  condition,  and  :*< 
hii^iicst  iH)riic)n  inside  from  floor  of  the  court  isalmut  twtbt  Kx- 
The  coast-line  from  here  to  Skehla  Ness  is  very  fine,  owin^  -* 
charm,  however,  more  to  the  fantastic  outline  of  the  numciw* 
stacks  and  to  the  rich  colouring  of  its  granitic  rocks  than  ^' 
the  hciLiht  of  its  cliffs;  ()i1derum]>le  Head  being  particubrh 
piclurestjue.     Vaila  Island  is  well  worth  walking  round  fcril* 
>ake  of  the  views  you  get  on  all  sides  from  the  Ward  HiU  's^ 
feet),  and  <  lose  to  Kita  Ness  is  a  gloup  or  blow-hole, knovB * 
M.immv  Hole.     Low.*  >i>eakinL:  of  the  churchyard  of  Walk 
s»iy'> :  **  ( )b^er\ed  many  tolerably  engraved  monuments  for  the 
dead,  liaxing  frequently  a  couple  of  coats-of-arms  on  the  ub< 

^  Luw\  Tiwr,  p.  94. 
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sione,  one  Tor  the  husband  another  for  the  n-ife,  no  bad  speci- 
men of  Schetlandic  vanity.  The  epitaphs  generally  very 
flattering,  scarce  worth  copying  ;  but  for  a  tasle : 

"  None  more  devout  to  God  can  Thule  boast. 
Not  one  njore  just  to  man  hath  Tbule  lost  i 
No  Father  more  benign  and  provident. 
No  Genller  Landlord  e'er  uplifted  tent ; 
No  Jndge  more  fonvard  to  protect  the  poar. 
No  Ho&t  to  Strangers  kepi  on  opener  door. 
No  Man  more  humble  in  a  prosperous  slate. 
Nor  more  courageous  under  adverse  fate  ; 
No  Kinder  Hnsbond  e'er  B5p>us'd  a  bride, 
Than  he  whose  sacred  relicts  here  abide." 

There  is  only  a  portion  of  this  stone  still  remaining.  Another 
very  elaborate  tombstone  is  built  up  in  the  centre  of  the 
churchyard.  There  is  a  stone  in  the  churchyard  in  Papa 
biour  with  nearly  as  elaborate  an  epitajih  as  the  one  quoted 
from  Low,  who  was  not  far  out  in  what  he  said ;  and  one  can 
almost  apply  Birdofredum  Sawin's  sentiments,  and  fancy  : 

le  do« n,  and  come  linun  jv.oly  fur. 

Nor  ihet  iher'  warn'l  a  Shetland  man  but  nut  \\\n primyfashy 
O'  ihe  l)e..'  blood  in  Europe,  yis,  an'  Afriky  an'  Anhy  '.  " 

A  purtion  of  the  church,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  i^ 
said  to  date  liack  from  Roman  Catholic  days,  though  enlar!,cd 
abdiit  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ayo,  and  partially  rebuilt  in 
1S67. 

Up  to  the  latter  date  it  had  sini]>ly  an  earth  Hoor,  and. 
when  ihu  excavations  were  goiny  on  for  the  pur])ose  of  pultini; 
a  wooden  flooring,  between  two  and  three  hundred  skulls  an- 
said  10  have  been  du^-  up.  Whata  Golgotha  ihe  little  chunii 
must  have  been  ! '     The  church  bell,  like  those  belonging  lo 

'  II;iiv  appropriate  in  such  a  case  is  the  ShcllanJcr';  name  for  a  cburch. 
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many,  if  not  most,  of  the  Shetland  churches,  is  an  old  ^.'■ 

liell,  and  has   *'  Princess   Charlotte,    1764,"   inscnlKti  >jr.   '. 

Formerly  t  lie  re  was  a  gateway  at  the  south-western  cornet  :* 

the  chiirchyaril,  and  a  right  of  way  for  the  parishioner)  1  ir 

the  adjoining  field,  till  a  few  years  back  the  owner  of  the  ^i- 

by  some  means  or  other,  and  greatly  against  the  wi>iic^  0:  i 

large  numl>er  of  the  parishioners,  got  the  gateway  built  up  ^r^. 

proceeded  to  dig  up  the  pathway  through  Kirkiganh,  iii  :b: 

tleld  is  temied.      In  the  course  of  this  last  operation  ai\.i-: 

of  stone  crosses  are  said  to  have  Inren  discovered,  whi*  h.  i« 

there  is  a  belief  that  any  one  who  meddles  with  any  ••(  '.ii: 

old  memorial  crosses  will  die  within  a  year  of  so  doing,  no  uc< 

would  for  a  time  touch.     At  last  the  owner  of  the  ground  ir.: 

his  tenant  proceeded  to  remove  them,  and,  not  contest  vu. 

that,  it  is  said,  broke  one  of  them  to  make  a  window  iaoL. 

Curious  to  relate,  both  landlord  and  tenant  died  within  tv 

year;    and,  even  after  their  deaths,  a  certain  fatality  seer- 

to  have  pursued  both  families.     The  walk  over  to  Mc!b>  ^s 

a  tine  day  {Kist  Burga  and  Mousa  Waters  is  vcr)'  intcrr4^3^ 

and  the  view  of  .St.    Magnus  lUy  from  the  eastern  shoulu^ 

of  Sand^c^^   Hill   <8ii   feet}  is  simply  a  glorious  one.    Yc. 

can  return  over  the  western  side  of  Sandness  Hill  and  uk: 

a  look  at  the  Cliffs  at  Deep   Dale,  not  far  oflf  five  hur.\i^: 

feet  in    hciglit.      The  whole  round  will  take  se^'en  or  c^^^ 

hour^  nr  more,  to  do  it  leisurely,  though  you  will  be  gravely  \\^ 

in  Walls  that  it  is  only  al>out  an  hour  and  a  halfs  walk  froc 

there  to  Mclby,  but  a  good  many  |airs  of  fifteen-league  hocc* 

must  be  kn<H'king  al)out   in   Shetland,  so  wonderful  ait  the 

pcdcNtrian  feats  you  hear  of  from  time  to  time:     Walls,  Wi& 

or  Waws,  the   I'ai^alanJ  of  Shetland,  is  truly,  as  a  glance  1: 

the  map  will  show  voii,  a  Kind  of  voes.     And  not  onlv  are  ihm 

VDcs   to   the   west  of  Sandsound  Voc  on  the  south,  and  ^ 

Aitli   Voe  on  the  north,  almost  without  end,  but  the  lodn 

e>pc(  i.iily  in  Aithstin^'.  Walls,  and  Sandness  are  almost  coai!- 

IcN^.     Low  waN  told  that  Walls  alone  had,  big  and  littk.  ^ 

loth  tor  e\cry  day  in  the    year,  and  it    might  be  iojd  ol  1 
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person  standing  on  the  summit  of  any  of  the  hills  in  the  three 
parishes  named  '■ 

"Lociis  to  Ibe  rigbt  of  him. 
Lochs  lo  the  left  of  him, 
Lochs  in  fmnt  of  him 

CiLsten'ilandgleam'ii." 

If  ever  the  sea-trout  are  protected  on  the  spawning  beds, 
and  the  reckless  netting  at  the  mouth  of  the  bums  |)ut  a  stop 
to.  Walls  ought  to  become  an  angler's  paradise,  The  small 
salt-water  loch,  formed  at  the  head  of  Brouster  Voe  by  the  road 
being  carried  across  on  culverts,  is  a  rare  spot  at  times,  and 
Brousier  Voe  itself,  Scutia  Voe,  Selie  Voe,  and  Olas  Voe 
ought  all  to  be  worth  a  trial  in  September, 

The  Vaddles  of  Onifirth,  again,  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
good  as  Brouster,  and  after  a  spate  the  little  freshwater  loch 
of  Culyerin,  between  the  Vaddles  and  Grasswater,  generally 
holds  some  fresh-run  fish.  West  Burra  Fiord  and  Snarra  Voe 
are  all  worth  a  trial,  and  close  to  Snarra  Voe,  in  fact,  only 
separated  from  it  by  an  ayre  or  shingle  beach,  is  the  loch  of 
Kellister,  in  which  some  very  fine  fish  are  to  be  found  at  times. 
The  ^iew  from  the  cliffs  on  the  west  side  of  Snarra  Voe,  looking 
across  the  Uttle  isthmus  on  which  Mr.  Sinclair's  house  stands,  is 
very  picturesque.  According  to  the  six -inch -scale  Ordnance  map, 
there  is  a  natural  arch  or  tunnel  across  the  northern  end  of 
Snarra  Ness  that  measures  fourteen  chains  from  mouth  to 
mouth.  In  West  Burra  Fiord,  Jarls  Hikon  and  Magnus 
slew  the  "  famous  man  named  Thorbiom  ; "  and  a  broch  on 
a  small  holm  in  the  fiord,  the  ruins  of  which  still  exist,  may, 
it  is  supiHDsed,  have  been  utilised  by  this  Viking  as  head- 
quarters. 

Here  a  word  of  caution.  No  one  should  venture  far  on  the 
moors  niihout  a  pocket-compass,  as  there  is  such  a  family 
resemblance  about  the  lochs,  hills,  and  glens,  that,  till  you  get 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  special  characteristics,  you  are 
ver}-  apt  to  go  astray,  especially  in  fog  or  mist      As  a  rule. 
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the  brown  trout  in  this  district  may  be  said  to  run  ibool  ^^ 
to  the  i<ound.  Lunga,  Burj^a,  and  Mousa  Waters  are  ii^'j'.- 
l>e  about  the  best  for  brown  trout  on  the  BrouMer  f^a:3  - 
lochs,  and  several  of  the  lochs  in  Aithsiing  are  repot!«/  r 
hold  good  fish,  Imi  the  native  accounts  must  alwaji  be  utr 
with  a  large  grain  of  salt. 
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CHAPTER   XXXIX. 


Pafa  Stour. 

There  are  caves  and  caves,  but  probably  none  in  the 
British  Isles  which  excel  those  this  little  isle  can  show  in 
weird,  fantastic  outline  and  rich  colouring  combined.  Dr. 
Maccitlloch  indeed,!  according  to  Professor  Heddle — no  mean 
judge— considered  Christie's  Hole  as  faci/e  princips  amongst  the 
caves  of  Britain.  Owing  to  the  curiously  complicated  nature  of 
its  geological  formation,  and  Ihc  incessant  inroads  made  by  the 
billows  of  the  Atlantic,  you  have  along  the  western  coast  such  a 
serrated,  stack-studded,  cave-indented,  and  arch-pierced  cliff 
line  as  probably  is  to  be  seen  nowhere  else  in  Britain  out  of 
Shetland— and  there  only  off  the  western  side  of  Muckle  Rooe, 
Hillswick  Ness,  and  between  Esha  Ness  and  the  Grind  of  the 
Naver, — and  of  which  Professor  Heddle  says,  "  it  is  only  on 
account  of  a  certain  weirdness  that  it  falls  short  of  being  mag- 
nificent" Seen  from  the  top  of  Sandness  Hill,  or  as  it  appears 
on  the  chart.  Papa  Slour  is  not  unlike  an  ill-shaped  starfish, 
measuring  from  north-west  to  south-east  about  two  miles  and 
three-quarters,  while  from  north-east  to  south  it  is  a  trifle  over 
two  miles.  So  indented,  however,  is  it  with  voes  and  geos, 
that  its  total  coast-line  is  said  to  be  over  twenty-one  miles, 

'  Miiuratiigiial  ATtiga%in(,  vol.  lii.  p.  33, 
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Papa  Sound,  which  separates  the  isle  from  Sandness,  is  not 
much  over  a  mile  in  breadth  at  the  narrowest  fort ;  but,  ov.r. 
to  the  strong  strings  of  tide  that  are  to  be  found,  it  it  oficr 
as  **  dark  and  stormy  water "  as  that  traversed  by  the  Chx' 
of  Ulva*s  Isle  and  his  lady-love  in  the  song,  and  i  nor. 
nautical  stranger  would  be  astonished  at  the  time  a  li.%: 
sixarccn  will  occasionally,  though  pulled  by  six  sturdy  oar^ 
men,  take  to  make  the  lassage,  and  the  apforently  cm:.< 
course  she  will  have  to  pursue. 

Any  one  wishing  to  explore  the  caves  should  either  tike  : 
boat  from  the  island,  or  else  obtain  a  pilot  there,  as  so  nuincroc» 
are  the  half  sunk  rocks  or  baas  outside,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
rocks  inside  the  raves,  that  it  would  be  |>ositively  dangcroiHr 
attempt  doing  so  with  a  strange  crew. 

To  enable  you  to  enter  all  the  caves  the  wind  should  Ki»c 
been  blowing  for  sume  time,  and  that  moderately,  from  ir.« 
lM)int  between  north-east  and  south-east,  and  dead  neap-tides  irr 
preferable,  as  the  rush  of  water  is  then  not  so  strong  round  th^f 
jKtints  and  through  the  arches  as  it  is  when  the  tides  quicker. 
If  ]K)ssible  you  ought  to  be  provided  with  plenty  of  torches  and 
a  few  blue-lights,  and  some  magnesium  wire  would,  in  some  c( 
the  caves,  bring  out  some  weirdly  beautiful  Rembrandtesijae 
effects.  Starting  from  Melby  to  circumnavigate  the  isle  froo 
the  south  round  the  west  side  you  first  come  to  the  Gingarc 
Cico  (\ives,  a  little  to  the  west  of  the  Kirk  Sand&  From  :bc 
sea  these  caves,  or  rather  tunnels,  one  of  which  only  can  ht 
entered  with  a  l>oat,  present  no  {particular  feature*  and  can  be 
insi)ccte(l  l)est  from  the  shore.  The  eastern  and  principal  one  » 
ab(»ut  thirty  five  yards  long,  and  runs  north-cast  and  south-vdt 
out  of  a  huge  gloup  or  blow-hole  into  which  the  sea  flows,  and 
whieh  is  about  seventy  yards  long,  forty  to  fifty  in  width,  lad 
about  forty  feet  in  depth.  I'he  walls  are  composed  of  fbgstaix» 
piled  in  layers  hori/ontally.  like  thin  sialic  of  sbte,  one  on  top 
of  ;mother.  From  the  southwest  comer  of  the  gloup  the  od« 
tunnel,  in  the  niof  of  which  a  hole  was  made  by  a  storm  a 
May  iSSo,  runs  to  the  shore,  but  owing  to  a  rock  at  its 
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is  impassable  for  boats.  Leaving  Clingarie  Geo  you  pass  round 
or  through  Revara  Baas,  from  which  point  Foula  appears  not 
unlike  a  lion  couchant,  and  seen  with  a  setting  sun  lighting  up  its 
glens  and  conies  and  gilding  its  peiilcs,  has  so  weirdly  beautiful 
a  look,  that,  if  you  have  not  already  been  there,  makes  you  long 
to  visit  it  Passing  Gorsendie  and  Shepherd's  Geos,  in  the 
latter  of  which  are  a  couple  of  caves,  one  a  fine  arched  one, 
jrou  come  to  Hatnna  Voe,  the  winter  fishing  creek  of  the 
island,  on  the  shores  of  which  Messrs.  Adie  of  Voe  have  iheir 
booth  and  curing  station.  Olas,  or  West  Voe  as  the  Papa  men 
term  it,  is  the  summer  fishing  station,  and  liere  are  the  lodges 
of  the  foreign  fishermen,  who  come  here  for  the  haaf  season. 
In  the  last  century  a  large  herring  fishery  was  carried  on  from 
Housa  Voe,  but  since  then,  till  the  last  year  or  so,  the  long- 
line  fishing  has  been  the  only  one  prosecuted  from  the 
island.     To  return,  however,  to  the  caves. 

Shortly  after  passing  Hamna  Voe  you  come  to  Francie'a 
Hole,  one  of  the  show  caves,  and  though  not  very  large,  in  the 
writer's  opinion  the  most  beautiful  one  of  ali.  You  enter 
through  a  perfectly  arched  entrance  cut  in  the  face  of  a  cliff 
of  perhaps  forty  feet  or  so  in  height,  and  can  almost  fancy  you 
are  in  a  cave  in  fairyland,  so  exquisite  is  the  colouring  of  the 
roof  and  sides,  and  so  pellucid  is  the  water.  What  the  length, 
breadth,  or  height  may  be  the  writer  cannot  say,  so  over- 
[KJwered  with  the  beauty  of  the  place  was  he,  that  he  utterly 
forgot  to  estimate  thoni.  The  rock  forming  the  sides  and  roof, 
apparently  porphyrilic,  is  partly  green  from  sea-weed  or  slime, 
and  partly  red  of  many  shades,  and  in  places  glistens  like  mica. 
The  roof  is  studded  with  bosses  of  a  deep  rich  purple,  like 
the  bloom  on  a  grape,  and  resembling  in  form  and  regularity, 
what  are  to  be  seen  on  the  roofs  of  cathedral  crypts  and  clois- 
ters. Several  caves  branch  off  on  the  left,  and  at  the  head  is 
a  beautiful  pink  beach,  at  ihe  top  of  which  are  alcoves  nr 
recesses  like  stalls  in  a  church.  Properly  lit  tin  this  cave  miLst 
be  superb. 

Just  north  of  Francie's  Hole— in  fact  next  door — is  a  recess 
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sunk  in  the  rock  like  an  outline  of  a  door  or  gatevay,  asif  DasK 
Nature  meant  tr>'ing  her  hand  at  another  cave.  Next  you  ccnic 
to  Hrei  Geo,  the  caves  in  which,  though  they  are  said  to  ran  a 
long  way  up,  are  not  accessible  in  a  boat.  All  about  here 
the  rocks  assume  the  most  fantastic  forms,  as  often  as  nc< 
resembling  mined  castles,  and  a  ]>ainter,  in  half  a  mile  of  the 
coast-line,  might  find  subjects  for  hundreds  of  sketches. 

Christie's  Hole,  the  next  cave  to  be  visited,  is  situated  at  the 
head  of  a  narrow  geo  walled  in  by  ]>er])endicular  rocks,  j*r» 
bably  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  height     Just  bdbit 
the  entrance  to  the  cave  stands  a  very  fine  picturesque  stad 
like  an  ol)elisk  on  guard  Inrfore  the  gateway  of  a  temple.    Th:* 
1  Kissed  you  pull  through  an  archway  some  thirty  or  forty  yard* 
long,  like  the  covered  approach  to  an  old  casilc,  then  abou:  2 
hundred  yards  ojKin  to  the  sky,  though  walled  in  byrocbc' 
the  same  height  as  thf)se  forming  the  sides  of  the  geo,  hrinr' 
you  to  the  cave  itself,  which  extends  some  seventy  or  ti^^ 
yards  ^nd  ends  in  a  beach  which  seals  are  said  to  frcquer.i 
Pigeons  build  in  the  arched  and  open  ]»ortions,  and  ci.^rca> 
rants,  fillhv  ill-omened  birds,  flop  down  to  the  water  a»  tcc 
enter  the  cave.     The  view  from  the  archway  of  the  senr.r«- 
sin<k  would  make  a  very  pretty  picture.     From  here  yuu  cro** 
Kshv  \Vi<'k  to  Lvra  Skerrv,  and  Fugla.      On  the  btter  carle 
ire  (K-pasiufL-d  diirini;  summer  mrmths,  a  proceeding  which  hi* 
]>r(»iMbly  led  the  gr.lK,  which  in  former  times  arc  said  to  ha« 
\^x2k\  on  its  grassy  summit   in  >uch  tpiantities    as   to  gnre  « 
its  name  of  Fughe  or  Fowl   Islo,  to  desert  it  and  shift  thtf 
([uartor-?  to  the  summit  of  L\Ta  Skerr\%  inaccessible  to  anyone 
except  birds  and  Shellandcrs.     When  I^w*  wrote,  Z^rrwy  cr 
Manx  Shearwaters,  from  which  birds  the  stack  gets  its  iubc 
were  the  only  birds  which  occujiied  it.    They  may  still  be  these 
and  yet  not  be  seen,  as  according  to  Saxby,  they  are  fafdf  is 
the   day-time   seen   out   of  their   holes  during   the  bncdiq^ 
season. 

At  tlic  south-eastern  comer  of  this  skerry  is  a  solitaiy 

*  Low's  7ii*r,  p.  124. 
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Slack,  knowTi  as  the  Foot  of  Lyra  Skerry.  The  feature  of 
the  skerry  however,  is  the  magnificent  arch  or  tunnel,  with  a 
groined  roof  not  far  off  30  feet  in  height,  which  luns  through 
from  north  to  south,  a  distance  of  about  100  yards,  and  which 
is  crossed  by  two  other  ttinnels,  one  of  which,  according  to  the 
6-inch  Ordnance  Survey,  is  11  chains,  or  242  yards,  in  length. 
It  is  not  every  day  you  can  traverse  this  arch,  as  the  tide  at 
times  flows  through  it  like  a  mill  race,  and  an  upset  in  such  a 
spot  would  probably  make  some  of  the  party,  as  the  Americans 
say,  pass  in  their  checks. 

Just  off  the  north  of  Lyra  Skerry  is  the  Snolda  Stack,  a 
similar  one  to  the  Foot  of  Lyra,  but  which  standing  out  by 
itself,  is  far  more  imposing.  Of  this  stack  Shirrefl''  says,  "  Here 
also,  near  20Q  yards  from  the  shore,  stands  the  Stack  of  Snalda, 
a  grand  perpendicular  column  of  rock,  at  least  sixty,  but 
more  probably  eighty,  feet  high,  on  the  summit  of  which  the 
eagle  has  annually  nestled  from  time  immemorial.  There  is 
no  instance  of  the  young  being  ever  taken,  but  an  old  one  has 
been  shot  al  different  times  in  the  recollection  of  a  person  now 
living  on  the  island.  About  thirty-five  years  ago,  an  eagle, 
carrying  a  lamb  from  (he  Mainland,  dropped  it  still  alive,  at 
a  place  on  this  island  called  Mid-Sater.  A  boy,  who  hajipcned 
to  be  within  a  fuw  yards  of  the  place  where  the  lamb  fell,  on  a 
ploughed  field,  immediately  seized  it,  and  preserved  it  from  the 
clutches  of  his  feathered  majesty.  Being  a  female,  it  produced 
several  lambs,  which  proved  very  useful  in  establishing  a  breed  to 
his  father's  family,  who  had  none  before  this  windfall  happened." 
I'"rom  here  you  sec  the  Ve  Skerries,  many  acres  of  rock  very 
hide  above  (he  sea,  some  four  or  five  miles  to  the  norlh-west, 
where  the  Arctic  Tern  is  said  to  breed  in  swarms,  and  where 
the  seals,^  formerly  so  thick  on  the  western  coast  of  Shetland, 
are  said  to  have  migrated  to.  From  Esliy  Wick  round  to 
Bordic  are  the  finest  cliffs  in  the  island,  though  probably  they 

1  ShirrcfTs  Shetland,  p.  5. 

=  Mr.  How.ir,l  SounJers,  llie  well-known  omLlbologist,  was  tokl  that  the 
bladder -nosed  seal  [Cyslophira  crislala\  ftequeiiled  the  Ve  Skerries, 
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do  not  exceed  200  feet,  if  they  reach  that  height,  as  V.:*!; 
Field,  the  most  elevated  i>oint  on  the  isle,  is  only  287.  Ire 
view  from  the  summit  of  Virda  Field,  when  a  nor'-wotcr  • 
hurling  green  masses  of  water  over  the  Snolda  Stack,  nu*:  tc 
something  to  remember.  The  H(»m  of  Pajja  is  now  in  s^^'-, 
one  of  the  most  curious,  fantastically -shafted  hcadlanii>  itfi 
ceivahle,  an  arch  l)eing  driven  through  the  l<*wcr  |urt.  »^^< 
the  summit  is  surmounted  by  a  horn-like  protuberance. 

After  leaving  the  Horn,  and  i>assing  a  small  gco,  you  f^^c 
to  the  Hole  of  Hordic,  a  timnel  which  runs  right  thrtiuk'h  :■< 
head  of  the  same  name.     Pai>a  people  say  it  is  three  tjoiri'* 
of  a  mile  in  length,  and  as  by  the  Ordnance  sur\"cy  it  is  fchi«- 
to  l>e  twenty  chains  from  side  to  side,  and  it  is  said  to  zigzag  a 
irood  deal,  it  is  possible  it  is  Imlf  a  mile  in  length.     Ycm  efl^f 
through  an  arch,  ( ut  in  a  If )W  cliff,  into  a  lofty  vestibule  As  ' 
were,  which  runs  from  north-west  to  south-east,  and  from  I'v 
roof  of  which  a  curious  lozenge-shaited  rock  has  fallen  avai 
At   the  end  of  this   vestibule   the  tunnel   profKT  turns  oS  i' 
right  angles.     It  is  of  nc*  great  height,  but.  as  far  as  the  ^r.'^r 
went,  broad  enough  for  a  boat  t(»  be  pulled,  not  merely  *ho*pi 
alonii.     K.ven  wit  Ik  ml  torches  vou  are  said  to  be  a  ven-  shorr 
time  in  total  darkness,  as,  soon  after  losing  the  light  Irum  tJ'c 
one  >ide,  you  see  it  glimmering  from  the  other.      The  |a&^J^ 
is  said  to  be  very  safe  in  one  resjnxt,  as  there  are  no  n<k* 
insiile    to   guard  against ;   but    the  northern   encrance,  mhtft 
tliere    is    often    a    very   nice  lift  on,    is    studded    with  A«i 
The  day  the  writer  was  there,   in  July,  1880,  there  was  tcv 
mu(  h  se.i  t(i  risk  ]iulling  throu;:}!.  and  out  at  the  north-eastcrs 
side  ;  but.  after  penetratin;:  .ibout  two  hundred  vards  in  frnr 
the  Western  side,  he  was  pulled  round  with  some  diffirvlnr.  < 
strong  w.l^  the  tide  setting  on  the  head,  to  the  other  entraprr. 
wlure  he  had  iMular  evidence  of  the  A?<ii.     Inadvertentlr  the 
bfiat  had  been  ])ermitted  to  get  too  near  one,  and  had  hardK 
sheered  clear  when,  on  the  lift  falling,  a  ja^^ed  |ioint  o^  rori 
\ias  sudileiily  protruded  through  the  falling  water,  that  «i«^ 
lu\e  cut  tlirou^li  tlte  timlnrrs  of  the  boat  like  a  knife  hid  it 
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only  touched  them.  There  is  noi  much  to  see  between  Bortlie 
and  Housa  Voe,  though  no  doubt  some  caves  might  be  found. 
At  the  south-eastern  corner  of  the  island  is  an  arched  passage 
through  a  liolm,  called  lirei  Holm,  and  which  is  sometimes 
used  as  a  short  cut  by  boats  going  to  Housa  Voe.  Low,'  who 
passed  through  it,  described  it  as  "  the  common  passage,  but 
it  is  rather  horrible."  What  would  the  worthy  minister  have 
thought  of  Bordie  .or  the  tunne!  through  Lyra  Skerry  ?  You 
enter  through  an  arch  cut  in  the  face  of  a  cliff  of  perhaps  40 
feci  in  height.  Not  long  after  entering  a  circular  hole  in  the 
roof,  the  diameter  of  which  is  about  the  breadth  of  the  cave, 
brings  you  mto  broad  daylight  for  a  short  space,  after  which 
jou  pull  through  a  wide-arched  cavern  to  the  sea  outside. 
Like  Francie's  Hole,  the  roof  is  studded  with  beautiful  red 
bosses.  On  the  left-hand  side,  close  to  the  circular  open 
space,  another  tunne!  branches  off  in  a  south-westerly  direc- 
tion, at  the  mouth  of  which  a  ^mali  rock,  known  as  the  M.iw 
Si.ick,  makes  a  very  pretty  picture,  set  as  it  is  in  the  frame- 
^^■ork  of  the  mouth  of  the  cave. 

Close  to  the  north-easlern  mouth  is  a  slack  on  which  cnn 
Mill  be  traced  the  remains  of  a  building  of  which  Brand  ^  tells 
the  following  k-gend :  "At  a  little  distance  from  Papa  Stour, 
lies  a  Rock  encompassed  with  the  Sea  called  Frau-a-Stack, 
which  is  a  Danish  word,  and  signilieth,  our  I-adys  Rock,  upon 
which  are  lo  be  seen,  the  Ruines  of  a  House,  wherein  they  say 
a  Oenlleman  did  put  his  Daughter,  that  so  she  might  be  shut 
and  secluded  from  the  Company  of  Men  ;  but  iho  a  ^L^iden 
when  jiul  in,  yet  she  w.as  found  with  Child  when  brought  out, 
notwilhsianding  of  her  being  so  closely  kept,  but  whither  thi'- 
lame  to  pass  by  a  Golden  Shower  (the  most  powerful  Court 
ship)  or  not  the  Country  hath  lost  the  Tradition."  They 
must  have  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  young  woman  up, 
unless  she  could  climb  like  a  cat,  or  they  hoisted  her  up. 
Munch  ^  says  Fruarstakkr  is  the  usual  name  for  such  steep 


Brnrui's  Ortni 


■  Mem.  dis  All/,  da  A'ord,  :85o— 60,  \ 
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isolated  stacks  on  the  Scandinavian  caist,  and  that  there  ^  i 
Fruholm  near  Ingo  in  Finmark.  There  is  another  Frau  ^r 
Maiden  Stack  near  the  Mull  of  Kswick,  on  the  east  side  of  i^e 
MainLind,  of  which  a  similar  legend  is  told,  and  there  u  • 
Maiden  Stack  close  to  the  Grind  of  the  Navir. 

In   addition   to   the   Frau   Stack  there  are  several  othen 
clustering  together  off  the  southern  end  of  Huusa  Voc,  f^'3 
which  point  you  get  a  ver>-  fine  view  of  the  Nouj*  of  Ni>f^» 
Cor  Ness,  Snarrn  Ness,  the  Neing  of  Rrindaster,  and  of  the  \n 
cipitous  red  granite  cliffs  from  which  Muckle  Rone  take*  :t* 
name.     Housa  Voe  is  horseshoe-shajMrd,  and  is  fringed  St  i 
beach  of  ex(]uisitely  fine  white  sand.     On  the  southern  %kic  d 
the  voe  can  still  l)c  traced  the  foundations  of  the  old  man^Mt 
house  that  belonged  to  the  Mouats,  of  Ikiuquhally,  in  iUcf 
shire,  whose  armorial  bearings  with  the  Sfonte  alto  were  iter 
on  the  house  by  Hilyl>ert.^     The  house  has  long  since  bees 
pulled  down  to  build  cottages,  in  one  of  which  one  sA  the 
carved  stones  from  the  old  mansion  is  built  as  a  door-po^ 
another  stone  was   lying  on  the  ground  outride  one  of  the 
cottages  in  1880      'I'he  <^hurch  is  situated  on  the  south  «de  c; 
the  island,  not  far  from  the  Kirk  Sands,  and  is  a  new  butkluv 
a  little  to  the  west  of  the  site  of  the  old  one.     Into  the  south- 
eastern  corner  of  this  building  is  built  the  stone  which  l^ow* 
described  as  elliptical  in  shape,  and  having  a  groo%*e  round  c 
as  if  it  had  l>een  used  as  an  anchor,  and  which  he  thoucbt 
might  have  l>cL'n  de{>osited  as  a  votive  oflering.     The  loca. 
rradition  was  that  it  had  l>ecn  washed  x^hore  with  a  nun'i 
boiiy  attached  to  it.     It  is  now  so  covered  with  moftar  ihic 
nothing  of  it  can  be  seen. 

.\cc(Yding  to  Hibbert.'*  a  Dutch  (prolnNy  a  Hambargcr> 
merchant  presented,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  oentwy. 
the  church  l>ell,  a  silver  communion  cup,  and  a  curious  copper 
ba.sin  for  holding  water  at  baptisms.  There  is  a  tombstones 
the  c!iuTchyard«  which  has  a  very  flowery  inscription  recording  a 

*  \\\\i\K.rCs  ShitlanAi hUs^  p.  552.  >  Low's  7>^»p  lU 

3  \\:\\*\xt<%Skitland Ista^  p.  553. 
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i-etse  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  and,  in  order  that  it  should 
be  known  unto  all  men  that  he  came  of  gentle  blood,  most 
elaborate  armorial  bearings  are  carved  on  it,  and  below,  to 
show  that  all  things  are  vanity,  are  sculptured  cross-bones,  a 
skull,  and  a  cofiin  on  handspikes.  Walls  '  and  Sandness  were 
the  parishes  where  etephantiasis,  locally  called  leprosy,  lingered 
longest  and  raged  worst  in  Shetland.  In  the  Sessions  records 
it  is  mentioned,  that  in  1742  a  special  day  of  thanksgiving  was 
appointed  on  account  of  the  disease  having  become  nearly 
extinct.  The  leper-hoii.ses  for  the  western  districts,  in  which 
the  unfortunates  were  compelled  to  live  apart  from  their 
fellows,  were  situated  on  this  isle,  and  it  is  said  their  site  can 
still  be  pointed  out.  It  is  one  of  the  moot  points  whether  it 
was  infectious  or  nol ;  Arthur  Edmondston  *  was  of  opinion  that 
it  was,  and  that  it  was  aggravated  in  Shetland  by  want  of  fresh 
meat  and  vegetable  food  combined  with  a  total  disregard  of 
cleanliness.  Leprosy^  by  the  way  is  still  prevalent  on  the 
west  coast  of  Nonvay,  and  there  are  leper  hospitals  at  Bergen 
and  Molde.  Papa  is  wonderfully  fertile  for  Shetland  on  its 
eastern  and  south-eastern  sides,  and  in  summer  red  clovur 
grows  wild  over  a  good  deal  of  the  island.  Looking  across 
the  cultivated  portion  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  with 
Rooeness  Hill  in  the  background,  you  can  fancy  you  are  in 
some  rich  fertile  Scotch  Lowland  county,  with  the  Highland 
mountains  in  the  distance.  Want  of  fuel  is  the  great  draw- 
back, and  peat  has  to  be  boated  either  from  Sandness  or  PajKi 
Liliie  at  the  head  of  .\ilh  Voe.  Many  families  have  in  con- 
sei|uence  emigrated  in  the  last  ten  years  for  New  Zealand,  ihf 
colony  Shetlanders  mostly  prefer,  and  some  have  simply  moved 
over  to  the  Mainland.  In  1871  the  population  all  told 
amounted  to  351,  in  1881  it  had  fallen  to  253,  showing  a 
decrease  of  more  than  a  fourth  in  the  decade.  If  you  have 
time    you    may  arrange    to   see   the    sword-dance    performed, 

'  First  Slaliitkal  Afcouiil,  vol,  xx.  p.  lol. 

-  Edmondslon's  Shetland  Islands,  vol.  ii.  p,  104. 

'  Murray's  JWr;iijf,  sixth  edition,  1878,  p.  71. 
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though  probably  the  i)crfonners  are  not  up  to  the  mark  of  fint 
or  sixty  years  ago,  when  Hibbert  saw  them.  On  the  norther, 
shores  of  Housa  Voc  is  a  house  somewhat  larger  thin  tl'c 
others,  in  which  Hibbert  was  entertained  by  Gideon  Hcrw 
derson,  the  factor  for  one  of  the  two  proprietors  who  then 
owned  the  island.  Whilst  Henderson  was  ho«>pttably  cr.'iCf 
taining    Hil)l>ert,  he  was  also  illegally  detaining  Edwin  M — 

M. is  not  the  initial  letter   of  the  surname,  but  ii  ■ 

serve  equally  well.     One  of  twins,  l>om  in    I786«  Kdwin  S^a 
some   time  ser\'ed  in  the  army  out  in   the    Ka<a    Indk.-^  ri 
on  refusing  to  ^o  out  when  called,  he  was  compelled  to  thrr« 
up  his  commission  and  return  to  Kngland,  whence,  after  l:\'r« 
for  a  time  under  a  cloud,  he  seems  to  have  lieen  i^muQ;lcd  c: 
to  Shetland  either  in  the  year  1808  or  1815.  and  |4accd  urr^ 
tlic  charge  of  Henderson,  who  for  looking  after  him  sccm«  ti 
have  l>een,  remembering  what  living  can  have  co^t  in  thov 
(iavN,  haiulsomely  remunerated  for  converting  his  house  intoae 
unlicensed  lunatic  asylum.      The   jcirish  schoolmaster,  a  ktfk 
elder  to  boot,  was  a  No  in  the  swim,  and  for  making  a  dcdantnK 
that  K<lwin  M.  \va<  inline,  was  said  to  have  received  £^\^^ 

year.      I'he  father  of  the  alleged  lunatic  charged  by  hi«  vtl!  i 
freehold   estate  with    the    payment   of  ^^''S^   ^    ?*-w  •**  *"• 
maintenance,  which  is  said  to  have  l)ecn  jiaiii  by  his  brother ' 
Henderson. 

I'Aiwin  M.    -     .  who  docs  n«>t  sc*em  to  have  been  iH-treatr 
lH.'V(>n(l  not  \k\\\^  allowed  to  leave  the  island.  wa<«  m   i<;i 
(list ovcTcd   by  a   Methinlist   lady,  who  was  acting  as  a  fecuW 
missionary  throiii:h  the  islamis,  ami   in  May.    1833,  she  u« 
him  again,  and  arranged  to  help  him  to  esca|)e.     Now  anochr 

character  comes  on  the  stage     a  Ca]>tam   I*. .  who  hannc 

l>ecn  a  ca]>tain  in  the  corps  of  Royal  Kngineers  was  entitled  t(^ 
Ik.',  according  to  the  old  saw,  either  mad,  married,  or  Methodnt 
and  who  in  fact  seems  to  have  Kx*n  more  or  lest  touched  <■ 
s(»n)e  iM lints,  and  whollv  Methtnii'^t  into  the  barKain.  Hn 
career  had  l>een  a  clie^piered  one.  Bom  a  year  before  EdvK 
M. .  he  entered  the  Sapi)ers  in  1804,  and  on  gettxsy  kr 
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company  in  1814,  and  being  stationed  at  Barbados,  ftll  out 
with  the  major-general  commanding  the  forces,  whom  he 
brought  lo  a  court  martial  on  a  charge  of  malversation  of  pub- 
lic moneys.  The  general  was  found  guilty  on  one  count,  and 
ordered  lo  be  reprimanded^  whilst  his  accuser  found  the  truth 
of  the  old  Scotch  proverb  that  "  he,  who  would  sup  kail  with 
the  deil.  needs  n  long  spoon,"  and  was  chasse'A  out  of  tlie 
service.  Afterwards  he  was  for  a  time  civil  engineer  at  Sierra 
Leone,  and  then  colonial  engineer  and  town  surveyor  in 
Trinidad.  To  him  the  Methodist  lady  applied  for  assistance, 
which  he  accepted,  evidently  seeing  his  way  to  a  little 
preacftee,  preacAee,  during  the  course  of  his  visit.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Lerwick,  after  lecturing  on  the  sin  and  unlawfulness  of 
warfare,  he  went,  vii  Reawiclt,  to  Walls,  where  he  lectured 
iigain,  and  then  proceeded  through  Sandnes^,  where  he  ki- 
tured  once  more,  to  Papa,  where,  finding  Gideon  Henderson 
from  home,  he  insisted  the  following  morning  on  removing 

Kdwin  M. -.     Taking  a  boat  as  far   as    Deep  Dale,   they 

walked  into  Walls,  and  from  there  proceeded  by  boat  to  Scal- 
loway. At  Scalloway  they  chartered  a  vessel  to  take  them  lo 
the  Orkneys,  but  Gideon  Henderson,  in  conjunction  wiih 
the  Procurator- Fiscal,  having  applied  to  the  Sheriff  Substiiuit., 
Charles  Duncan,  for  a  nc  exeat,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called 
in  Scotland,  they  had  to  appear  before  his  lordshi[),  who  ruL-d 
that  Edwin  M. was  perfectly  competent  to  look  after  him- 
self—a  decision  that,  on  tlieir  arrival  in  England  and  filing  a 
bill  in  Chancery  against  Edwin's  brother  to  compel  ])ayment  of 
ihe  annuity  be<|ueathed  by  the  father,  was  upheld  and  justified 
by  the  then  Vicc-Chancellnr  of  England.  That  Edwin  wa^ 
illegally  detained  by  Henderson,  acting  under  the  instru- 
mentality of  his  relatives,  who,  had  they  lived  in  France  in  ihi- 
days  of  Louis  le  Grand,  would  have  applied  for  and  got  :i 
lettrt  de  cachet,  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  but  that  there  may 
have  been  a  screw  loose  is  .shown  by  the  fact,  that  Edwin's 
twin  brother  was  for  some  time  under  the  care  of  a  minister 
in  Orkney,  and,  from  what  the  writer  has  heard,  not  treated  iis 


5o8  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

he  should  have  been  by  his  reverend  custodian,  though  un- 
doubtedly of  weak  intellect  The  whole  story  reads  Ike  . 
nineteenth-century  version  of  Rachel  Erskine,  Lady  Gniv*c « 
imprisonment  at  St.  Kildx  Ever  since  the  days  of  Lanrcncc 
Hrucc  of  "  worthie  "  memory,  Shetbnd  seems  to  haw  betc 
looked  u|)on  as  a  iocus  penitentia  for  detrimentals  ;  whether  <^ 
the  whole  it  has  Ixrcn  fair  to  the  isles  to  treat  them  as  a  d^r^ 
fecting  establishment,  or  whether  it  ib  always  the  best  trcjtincr.'. 
for  the  i)atients  themselves,  is  another  matter. 


:h  by  Sii  H.  Diydia, 


CHAPTER  XL. 


SHETLAND.— THE    WEST    MAINLAND— (cw//««i'i/J. 

Situated  some  fifteeen  miles  a  litllu  lo  tlic  soulh-west  from 
Vaila  Sound.  Foula  (Fu.^lue),  m  all  probaliility  the  Ultima  'I'liulc 
1  if  .\yricola's  legionaries,  is  undoubtedly  for  iis  size  one  of  the 
tiKtst  interesting  islands  in  liritish  seas,  if  not  the  most 
interesting. 

Formerly  looked  upon  .is  nearly  as  inaccessible  as  SL  Kilda, 
owing  lo  there  being  no  regular  postal  communicniion  with  the 
Mainland,  Foula,  like  Fair  Isle,  now  has,  ivind  and  weather 
Ipcmiitiing,  a  regular  fortnightly  mail,  which  is  eonveyed  to  ibe 
i^I.ind  by  one  of  Messrs.  Garriock  and  Co.'s  smaeks  fruni 
Ke.iwick,  by  which  smack  the  would-be  visitor  could  be  landed 
i>n  the  island  and  if  willing  to  spend  a  forlntght  or  so — 
revelling  in  the  finest,  St.  Kilda  perhaps  only  excepted,  rock 
scenery  in  liriiain,  observing  the  h.ibils  of  the  various  sea-fowl, 
which  during  the  breeding  season  freijuent  the  western  side  in 
countless  numbers,  or  sitting  down  ai  a  respectful  distance, 
glass  in  hand,  watching  the  aerial  antics  of  the  Scoiilie  Allan, 
or  the  graver  "  sentry  go "  of  the  more  lordly  Bonxk,  and 
all  the  time  inhaling  the  purest  air  going — can   return   in    the 
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smack  to  the  port  whence  he  embarked.  To  those  hovc^Yr. 
whose  time  is  limited,  Walls  is  by  far  the  best  starting-point,  x« 
with  an  easterly,  or  even  a  good  **  sojer's,"  wind  the  island  cr 
l)e  reached  in  a  fourareen  in  three  hours  or  so,  and  vith  i 
sixareen  in  half  an  hour  less.  In  addition,  if  the  wind  «h<x>: 
fail  you,  not  an  impossibility  in  June  or  July,  you  have  the  or^ 
to  fall  back  on,  and  need  not  go  drifting  about  like 

"  A  painted  ship  U{x>n  a  painted  ocean,** 

at  the  mercy  of  the  tide.     By  writing  to  Mr.  James  Gamoii. 
of  Reawick,  the  factor  for  the  Melby  Estate,  you  could  A«:r- 
tain  whether  you  could  obtain  permission  to  occupy  the  rooc* 
reserved  at  Mr.  Peterson's,  close  to  the  landing-place  at  liis, 
for  meml>ers  of  the   Melby  family  or  Mr.  Ganriock,  and  whici 
consist  of  a  sitting-room  with  one  box  bed  in  it,  and  a  snuLic; 
closet  with  similar  aoiomnuxiation.     Failing  the  factor's  Kcic 
you  might  get  accommodation  at  the  Congregational  Mar^- 
but  it  would  t)e  as  well  to  ascertain  in   Walls  as  to  this  t<iorr 
starting.     Take  meat,  bread,   and  whatever  liquids  you  trai 
re^iuire,  as  the  island  larder  will   probably  be  limited  to  tc, 
eggs,  and  i>erhaps  poultry,  and  bear  in  mind  the  hint  alneii^T 
given  in  connection  with   Fair  Isle  (p.  430).     Take  also  vc- 
naileii  bix>ts,  as  the  grass  is  sometimes  so  dry  and  the  heathc? 
so  short,  that  with  plain  soles  you  slip  all  over  the  pbce,  tt^ 
at  the  end  of  a  day*s  walking  find  the  said  soles  polished » 
smooth  as  glass.     The  difficulty  as  a  rule  is  not  in  gcttim  ^ 
Foula,  xs  no  one  who  was  not  an  idiot  would  think  of  itiit^f 
unless  the  weather  looked  favourable,  Init  in  getting  stud  <« 
the  island  for  many  days,  perhaps  week&     In  most  suiBBcn 
however,  there  is  not  much  danger  in  June  and  July  of  fipdaw 
yourself  confined  there    beyond  a  few   days  at  the  outadt 
When  alxmt  halfway  across,  the  water  lK*gins  to  shoaLaiid<*<* 
in  the  smcnnhest  weather  there  is  a  certain  anKmnt  of  «htf^ 
jerking,  roly-i)oly  motion,  that  in  bad  weather  is  apt  to  beco«« 
a  short,  chopping,  dangerous  sea.     This  is  caused  bf  ihc  vk 
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■^wing  over  what  is  known  as  the  Foula  Banks,  one  of  llie 
■^sl  cod-grounds  in  the  islands.  One  cannot  fancy  any  one 
^  tempting  to  cross  the  stretch  of  water  that  intervenes  between 
>e  Mainland  and  Foula  single-handed,  and  yet  a  poor  insane 
'Oman  did  so  from  Dale  some  thirty  years  ago.  As  soon 
?5  her  absence  was  perceived,  and  the  boat  she  had  taken 
lissed,  a  sixareen  was  at  once  sent  in  pursuit,  as  it  was  known 
he  was  always  yearning  to  reach  the  island.  She  was  not 
aught  till  she  was  just  off  Ham  Geo.  What  made  it  the 
lore  remarkable,  she  is  s.iid  to  have  had  only  one  oar,  and 
lis  she  must  have  used  against  the  north-going  tide  till, 
■hen  half  across,  the  south  tide  swept  her  on  to  the  island, 
'he  hardest  part  of  the  slory  is,  that  her  pursuers  or  rescuerB 
nee  they  had  caught  her,  whilst  landing  themselves,  would 
ot  allow  her  to  do  so,  though  it  was  the  one  end  and  object 
f  her  poor  crazed  mind.  Now  to  give  some  description  of 
he  island  before  landing.  Seen  from  the  east,  and  when  half- 
/ay  across  from  Vaila  Sound,  the  island  has  a  very  serrated 
jipearance.  In  the  extreme  south  you  have  the  (comparatively) 
ow-lying  land  that  forms  the  South  Ness  ;  then  the  somewhat 
)lunted  top  of  the  Noup  {803  feet)',  springing  apparently  out 
if  which,  though  in  reality  a  glen  called  Wester  Dahl  inter- 
-enes  between  ihem,  comes  Hamnafield  with  its  shapely 
iccentuated  peak  (1,126  feet),  above  which  appears  the  equally 
jointed  summit  of  the  Sneug  (1,371  feet),  towering  over  its 
satellites,  then  the  Kaim  (1,220  feet),  the  highest  ciifF-point 
jn  the  island,  below  which  stretches  a  comparatively  level  ridge 
cnown  as  the  North  Hanks  and  terminating  in  Soberley 
721  feet),  under  which  again,  is  a  much  shorter  plateau 
ending  in  Easter  Hsvdi  (Icelandic  hbfSi,  a  head),  (253  feet), 
close  to  which  are  seen  the  Friar  Stacks,  the  finest  of  which, 
the  Gada  Stack,  would  anywhere  else  be  looked  upon  as 
a  very  fine  rock,  but  here  seems  dwarfed  into  insignificance. 
-According  to  Captain  Veitch,  R.E.,'  Foula  is  three  miles 
and  a  fifth  in  length  from   north  to  south,  whilst  from  east 

'  Mfm„iy!  Wirnnian  Sodtly.  vol,  iv,  p.  237. 
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to  west  it  measures  two  miles  and  a-half  in  the  broidec 
|iart ;   the  general  outline  of  the  island  on   the  map  tc»: 
not  unlike  that  of  Africa.     It  is  almost  ef]ually  divided  -".' 
hill-ground  and  low-land,  the  hill  i)ortion   commencing  v- 
the  Noup  and  with  only  the  break  of  Wester  Dahl  citend?: 
to  Easter  Haevdi,  whilst  the  flat,  or  comjiaratively  s|ieak;r.j  ^ 
ground  extends  along  the  eastern  side  from  the  South  Xeutc 
Strum   Ness  and  is  hounded  hy  a  cliff  line  of  which  \hm 
Ness  (127  feet),  North   Hxvdi  (146  feet),  Mid   Hc^di  (13c 
feet),  and  South  ]Ia.*vdi    (107   feet)    are  the   highest  («!cii 
Unlike    Fair    Isle,   which    is    indented   with   geos    innumet' 
able,  Foula  has  coinikiratively  few,  the  princiiMd  Undm^-fbrc 
l)eing  at  Ham  in  a  very  small  creek,  a  little  to  the  louth  d 
which  is  the  bight  of  Ham  Little,  where  \'essels  diMrharrst: 
goods  anchor  when  weather  {K^rmits.     A  short  distance  up  irc 
little  valley  west  of  Ham,  on  the  shores  of  which  is  the  hooc 
of  the  resident  fact<>r,   Mr,   Peterson,  is  the  new  school-hnc«< 
lately  ere<*teil  by  the  S<hool  Hoard  of  Walls  under  whcnc  cdvs- 
tif)nal  sway  the  island  romes.     Alnrnt  three-quarters  of  a  rr.-> 
south  of  ll»e  sj'hool  is  the   Congregaticmal  Chafcl  and  Mar.< 
whilst  the  KMablished  Churrh   lies  cm   the  stiuth-wrs:  ^dtf   ' 
Ham  Town,  the  most  rultivateil  and  thickly  po|>ulatcd  |*Trt>T 
of  the  JNland  situated  in  the  extreme  south.     Curiouslv  irK«u^' 
the  iMij.ulation  has  risen  frctm   257  in   1871,  to  167  in  iSai.  i^ 
increa'-e    <»f  over    a    hundred    since    Captain    Vcilch**  rs*.'t 
Altlmu^h  niarryinL;  very  much  in  ami  in  amongst  ihcmachcw 
only  four  women  not  natives  of  Foula  having  manied  into  'i* 
i'^land  for  forty  years  the  evil  etTerts  of  such  in-and-in  brerdJU 
do  not  show  to  the  extent  that  might  otherwise  ha\«  herr. 
anticipated.     The  families  as  a  rule  are  said  to  be  snuIL  lad 
roup'es  without    incumbrances    morv    common    than  on  i?k 
Mainlan<l     Thev  verv  rarelv  leave  the  island,  and  if  thet  6'. 
hardly  ever  return,  and  to  this  cause  proliahly  the  incststc  .^ 
]M)pu!aii<>n  is  chiefly  due.     Almost  all  Itelong  to  the  Congrcp- 
tional  NkIv,  and  the  few  who  still  stick  to  the  EsCabltsbtC 
Cluirch  are  ministered  to  by  a  reader.     Foula  was  the  li>: 
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place  in  the  islands  where  the  old  Norse  survived,  and  Low ' 
took  down  phonetically  from  the  lips  of  William  Henry  of 
Guttorm,  a  ballad  of  thirty-five  stan?as  describing  the  lives 
of  an  Earl  of  Orkney  and  the  daughter  of  a  King  of  Norway.* 
He  also  found  that  ihougli  the  inhabitants  knew  little  about 
the  rest  of  Europe  they  had  "  Norwegian  transactions  at  their 
fingers'  ends,"  You  would  therefore  naturally  expect  in  an 
island  like  Foula  to  see  the  fair-haired  Norse  type  very  marked, 
and  the  writer  was  astonished  at  finding  fully  half  ihe  children 
at  the  school  quite  dark-haired  and  with  almost  swarthy  com- 
plexions, the  exact  opposite  to  what  he  found  in  Fair  Isle, 
where,  if  the  Spanish  tradition  has  anything  in  it,  he  ought  to 
have  noticed  it  Seven  sixareens  fish  from  the  island,  and  the 
Foulaese  have  the  reputation  of  being  the  finest  boatmen  in 
the  islands.  They  get  cod  principally,  and  also  a  good  many 
saith  in  the  rapid  tideways  around  the  Havre  de  Grind  reef  a 
few  miles  to  the  eastward.  Low  was  charmed  with  the  people, 
and  Veitch,  who  spent  twenty-two  days  encamped  on  the 
Sneug,  contrasted  them  very  favourably,  physically  and  morally, 
with  the  Fair  Islanders,  saying,  "  In  Fair  Isle  the  natives  are 
in  general  half-starved  and  ill-clothed,  even  squalid  and 
unhealthy,  and  have  a  look  of  savage  apathy.  In  Foula,  the 
reverse  is  the  case  :  in  every  respect  the  inhabilants  seem 
much  at  their  ease,  are  decently  clothed,  and  are  of  a  cheerful, 
inquisitive  character.  Indeed  I  met  no  peasantry  in  Shetland 
to  equal  them.  Their  frank,  free  disposiiion,  simple  ])nmiiive 
manners,  render  them  a  very  amiable  people."  Veitch  came 
10  the  conclusion  that  smuggling  was  the  cause  of  the  differ- 
ence in  a  great  measure,  and  yet,  if  local  traditions  are  to  be 
trusted,  cargoes  were  now  and  then  landed  on  Foula,  As  soon 
as  you  are  ashore,  if  weather  [lermils,  engage  a  boat  to 
explore  the  western  side  of  the  island,  as  it  is  not  every  day 
you  are  able  to  do  so,  and  it  is  as  well  to  take  the  first 
opportunity.  There  is  nothing  much  to  interest  you  till  you 
come  lo  the  North  Bank,  a  furious  rush  of  tideway  off 
'  Lo»'=  Tour,  p.  109.  -  Si^t  AppL'iid.x  K,  p.  62S. 
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Strom  Ness,  the  northern  point  of  the  isbnd.  Here,  calm  n 
the  sea  may  l>e  elsewhere,  the  mere  strength  of  tht  txk 
sends  the  white  horses  leaping  over  the  hoas^  mhich  with  i 
setting  sun  bring  out  the  most  iKMutitul  prismatic  efKertvas 
you  plunge  into  what  for  a  short  distance  appears  hke  a  fa'Jir 
seething  caldron.  Clear  of  this  you  cross  War  WK-k,  3»1 
come  to  Hura  Wick  or  North  Wick,  from  the  funher  end  « 
which  two  boats  fish,  and  a  ni(*e  wild  exiiosed  Ashing^station 
it  is  too. 

Here  the  Friar  Stacks  cctmc  in  sight,  the  castemmofit  ontci 
which,  called  the  Stack  of  the  Hrough  from  the  ruins  uf  an  oid 
broch  on  its  summit,  is  connected  with  the  shore.     Then  *^ 
Sheei>ey  Sta<'k,  a  little  distance  out,  inside  of  which,  thoiu^. 
further  west,  is  the  Ciada  Stack,  by  far  the  most  picturrfc::x 
one  of  the  three.     This,  which  Professor  Heddle '  comfufr^  i« 
a  <i<)g  sitting  on  its  haunches,  with  fore-legs  stiffened  and  hrai! 
erect,  is  from  one  lum(lre<l  and   fifty  to  two  hundred  iert  xc. 
height,  and  nms  from  n«>rth-wc'?t  to  south-east.     Right  thrtw^ 
the  rock  is  a  magnificent  arch  extending  nearly  to  the  «uoiir'*. 
and  the  south-west  side  is  picn^cd  by  a  circular  window.   (»uiT<- 
mots  o<vuj>y  the  upjier  jKirtions  of  this  grand  halL,  and  k"T- 
wakt's  in  hundretls  brec<l  l)elow.     Next  vou  come  to  Trolli  < icr. 
an(i  tht-n  to  Scl<^hie  (leo.  a  glorious  amphitheatre  of  redd?^ 
brown  nw-k  whi«  h  gets  its  name  from  the  «piantit)*  of  seal*  iKsr 
in   former    years  fret[uented    its    rocks   and    skerries.      EjsScf 
llx'vcii,  the  western  extremity  of  Selchie  (leo.  is  fiierced  fn« 
east  to  west  by  an  arch,  the  mouth  of  which  on  the  casiere 
side  is  like  the  niu//le  of  a  huge  l)ell-mouthed  bhrndcrhir. 
This  anh  is  known  as  Kitt'wnke  Hall,  and  in  Veitchs  div 
was  tlie  only  bree(  1  in l^- place  on  the  island  of  those  tnrdiL     It  a 
not  so  at  the  present  day  :  still  so  numerous  were  they,  when 
the  writer  w.is  there  in    iSSo.  that   the  air  seemed  Jtt  if  fiM 
with   gi^.intic    snowtl.ikes.      Here    the    really   sublime  pan^ 
rama  ot  the  western  side  of  Foula  may  be  said  to  commaact, 
oji.ning  with  the  North   Ilanks,  not  quite  a  mile  of  ditf^KV 

*  .1/;w/rif.'i\irti/ A/a^veiMr,  to!,  iii.  p.  416^ 
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ranging  from  698  feet  to  843  feel.  A  magnificent  range  of 
cliff  it  is  too,  with  a  face  here  lichen -covered,  there  Jnier- 
spersed  with  grassy  ledges,  lavourite  breeding  spots  of  the 
puffins.  In  former  times  it  is  said  the  North  Banks  were 
regularly  divided  amongst  the  crofters,  each  of  whom  had,  as  it 
were,  so  much  frontage.  Low,'  in  speaking  of  the  sea-fowl  of 
Foula,  says: 

"  Neither  the  Fulmar,  Great  Auk.  nor  the  Solan  build  here, 
irhich  is  something  surprising.  It  is  the  number,  not  the 
variety  that  amazes  one,  and  indeed  all  the  flights  I  had  before 
seen  were  nolhmg  to  this ;  as  far  as  the  eye  can  stretch,  the 
whole  precipice  swarms,  the  sea  around  is  covered,  and  the  air 
m  perpetual  motion,  flocking  either  lo  or  from  the  rock.  This 
puts  one  in  mind  of  a  capital  city  to  which  the  whole  kingdom 
resorts  once  in  a  year  ;  here  they  are  in  perpetual  motion,  to 
and  again  passing  and  repassing,  going  and  reuirning ;  every- 
ihing  is  noise  and  uproar,  hustle  and  hurry  reigns,  every 
creature  attentive  to  the  great  law  of  nature  hasting  to  perform 
its  function  before  the  return  of  winter,  when  it  knows  it  must 
take  its  departure.  All  birds  except  shags  and  cormorants, 
leave  Foula  in  winter,  as  I  was  assured  by  all  the  inhabitants." 

The  puffins  are  the  most  numerous,  and  from  their  buildinj; 
nearest  the  summit  are  the  birds  whose  nests  are  most  harried. 
Low  ^  thus  describes  the  mode  adopted  in  his  day : 

"  Their  methods  of  getting  at  the  wild-fowl  and  their  eg^ys 
are  very  dangerous.  I  observed  in  many  places  a  stake  stuck 
about  six  inches  into  the  bank,  and  ibis  in  many  |ilace<  mi 
rotten  as  to  fly  all  to  pieces  with  a  slight  blow;  and  in  oil 
so  loose  as  to  shake  with  the  least  touch  of  one's  foot ;  nay, 
they  often  strike  the  blade  of  a  small  dagger  they  usually  wear, 
into  the  ground,  and  throwing  a  noose  of  a  fishing-cord  o\L-r 
any  of  these,  slip  down  without  the  least  apprehension  of 
danger.  They  give  however  a  very  pretty  good  account  of  thu 
matter  ;  they  tell  us  they  nevtr  trust  too  much  to  the  rope  nor 
the  stake,  that  there  is  little  strain  either  on  one  or  the  other 

'   Lo" 's  'Jour,  p.  98.  -  fbiilfm,  ]■.  104. 
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when  once  they  have  got  a  footing  on  the  rock,  ind  ihcjr 
deiK^nd  more  on  their  own  climbing.  But  with  ail  thii  there 
are  fre(]uent  instances  of  their  |)enshing,  and  few  who  nuke 
this  a  practice  for  life  die  a  natural  death." 

So  matter  of  course  was  it  for  a  man  to  be  killed  od  t^ 
Banks,  that  the  regular  saying  was — *'His^/Mrr  (grandliLhc?- 
,\^sd  before,  his  father  giiid  iK'fore,  and  he  must  expect  to  ^ 
over  the  Sneug  too  ;"  and  if  one  man  wanted  to  insult  another 
he  said,  "il/y  father  died  like  a  man  on  the  banks  ;  icFim  lie 
a  dog  in  his  bed."  *     There  have  l)een,  it  is  said,  no  cliff  j«> 
dents  of  late  years,  which,  considering  the  modus  cperatdi  a 
the  same  it  was  in  I^>w's  day,  is  something  wonderful    So&e- 
where  at  the  southern  end  of  these  cliffs  is  a  Sfwt  disookxntil 
with  iron  ore,  which  is  said  to   have  given  rise  to  the  local 
legend  of  there  l)eing   a  carbuncle  under   the  Kaim.     The 
Kaim    is,    if    one    may   use    the   phrase,   double-jointed,  the 
Little    Kaim   l)eing    a    iirojecting   ledge    about   half-war  uf< 
which,    if   anything,     overhangs    the    water.      The    sieq«< 
IM)rti()n  of    the    cliff,  to    which    the   term  Kaim   is  applri 
is  82",  or  8^  off  i»erpc!ulicular.      This  in  a  cliflT-face  of  i.m 
feet  is  not  bad,  and  from  the  water  vou  cannot  tell  that  it  •« 
not   jieri^endicular.     Somewhere   alM>ut   the   Little   Kaxm  n« 
for  many  years  the  bree<iing-place  of  a  |Kiir  of  ernes  or  whrte- 
tailed  t-a^'les,  but  they  have  deserted  it  for  some  time  past    It 
is  s;ii(l  the  young  birds  remained  vf\\\\  the  old  ones  till  the 
following   spring,  when    they   were   driven   away   to  stan  in 
eMablishmeni  of  their  own,  and  Saxby*  remarks  on  the  cefcnrt 
with  whirh,  if  the  female  be  shot  during  the  breeding  season. 
the  male  t)ird  contrives  to  get  a   new  mate.       In   the   bi^t 
iK-twcen  the  Kaim  and  Nel)lH.'field  (i,030  feet),  and  which  b 
known  as  the  (>eo  of  Ko:;:ir,  is  a  curiously  sha|ied  stack  calicd 
the  St.ib.  whit^h,  from  one  i»oint  of  view  l(x>ks  like  a  sphins.  ind 
from  another  is  absurdly  like  a  barrister  wigged  and  gowned  m 
the    act    of  yawning.       NeblK-Melil    is   very  fine,    the   oatine 
bein^  very  shari'ly  detined,  and  the  sweep  round  to  W< 

'   II:M.rri'i  s/./.'.'.m./  /.iVi,  ]>.  58S.  '  Saiby't  ArA,  p.  6> 
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Usevdi  is  very  grand,  though  the  cliffs  fall  off  in  size  at  Wcsler 
Hffivdi,  being  oniy  486  feet  At  the  northern  end  of  this 
tight  at  the  water's  edge  are  a  lot  of  huge  cyclopean  boulders 
Icnown  as  the  Scnid  Herdins.  So  deep  however  is  the  water 
Xiere,  that  the  writer  was  told  of  a  person,  whose  boat  was 
actijally  touching  the  rocks,  catching  cod  on  a  hand-line  in 
fifteen  fathom  water.  The  stratification  of  Nebbefield  is  very 
marlced  and  uniform. 

In  the  centre  of  this  bight,  in  fact  in  the  very  oxter,  is  a 
very  fine  cave,  in  which  thousands  of  kittiwakes  breed.  On 
rounding  Wester  Hasvdi  you  have  another  grand,  in  fact  the 
grandest,  sweep  round  to  the  red  cliffs  of  the  Noup.  At  the 
northern  end  stretch,  next  the  water,  a  long  range  Of  cliffs, 
known  as  the  Muckleberg,  gradually  tapering  down  from  635  feet 
to  319  feet,  above  which  conies  a  vast  exjianse  of  treacherous 
grassy  slope  known  as  Ufshins,  the  most  dangerous  spot  in  the 
island,  and  where  it  is  said  more  deaths  have  occunred  to 
fowlers  than  anywhere  else.  Above  Ufshins  is  another  cliff 
wall,  known  as  the  Heads  of  Hatnar,  the  summit  of  which  is 
not  far  below  the  Sneug.  At  the  southern  end  of  Muckleberg 
you  come  to  the  western  end  of  Wester  Dahl,  in  which  is  a 
curious  crevice  or  fissure,  known  as  the  Sneck  of  Smalie. 
about,  according  to  Professor  Hcddle,  300  yards  long,  100 
feet  deep,  and  6  feet  wide  at  the  top,  though  broader  below. 
Somewhere  hereabouts  occurred  one  of  the  few  wrecks  that 
have  occurred  at  Foula — so  different  in  this  resjject  from  Fair 
Isle — that  of  a  btig  named  the  Ceres,  of  Belfast.  All  the  crew 
were  lost  except  one  man,  named  Samuel  Black,  who,  it  is 
said,  when  the  ship  struck,  jumped  from  the  bowsprit  on  to  the 
rock,  and  scrambling  up  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  was  found 
in  a  state  of  insensibihiy  on  the  top  by  a  man  who  had  come 
for  peats. 

Though  the  Noup,  like  that  of  N'oss,  slopes  backwards,  tht 
precipitous  slope  e.xtcnds,  according  to  Professor  Heddle,  to 
nearly  the  summit,  being  795  feet.  The  Noup,  to  follow  out 
Low's  simile  of  the  birds  coming  up  to  the  capital   for  the 
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season,  may  bo  termed  the  Hotfl  dfs  Lyres^  or  the  iownhnL-< 
of  the  Manx  Shearwaters.  The  Rooeskie  (484  f«t),  whx^ 
firohably  owes  its  name  to  its  red  rock,  is  overhanpnic  a*  ■ 
does  in  (ilaces,  a  magnitiirent  cliff,  and  may  be  ^id  to  ttr?:- 
nate  the  r(K*k  glories  ot'  Foula,  as  immediately  ai'ier  ::  tr.* 
rork  face  is  no  higher  than  173  feet  Having  come  ihu«  li: 
under  the  clifT-line  from  Easter  Hxvdi,  instead  ol'  ijuII:*. 
iiome  to  Ham  round  the  South  Nes^,  have  the  Uiat  fiuUcti  < 
mile  or  so  out  to  seawanl,  and  then,  kec|>ing  that  di>uc  . 
troni  the  island  till  you  reach  Strom  Ness,  return  the  wa>  r-: 
tame.  This  will  enable  you  to  realise  the  sky  hnc.  «r** 
when  pulling  close  under  the  cliffs  you  are  unable  to  da  Pc 
writer  is  only  sorry  he  was  unable  to  do  so  himself  when  then, 
as  his  com|>anion  was  so  tired  out  from  the  efTccts  of  »oincth:r« 
like  nine  hours'  o|>eii  boat-work,  as  to  com|K:i  them  tu  :c'. 
Uick  as  soon  as  iK>sMl)le. 

There  is  practically  only  one  way  of  ascending  the  hilK  ir<l 
making  the  circuit,  so  far  as  it  cuin  be  made,  of  the  we^cr 
clitT-line,  anil  that  is  from  the  south.  A  Fitula  nun,  ui  > 
member  of  the  Alpine  Club,  might  think  m»thing  ol  nukru 
the  round  from  north  to  south,  but  for  ordinary  |jede^tnam  -' 
woulil  bo  out  of  the  question.  Walking  up  the  liltlo  vailn 
past  the  school-lit >use,  and  round  the  picturesque  null  \xfix 
of  Ham,  you  strike  the  lower  end  of  the  main  nd|ee  \f 
lu(  k-bnne  of  H.imnafieUL  It  is  a  stoi  brae,  but  ofhcrv>c 
not  dithcult  walking.  About  two  hundred  yards  before  yoc 
reac  h  the  cairn  tm  the  ajKX  of  H am na field  is  a  heap  of  Moan 
s^iid  to  cover  the  Lum  of  Liorafield,  first  mentioned  b%'  lirand 
and  then  by  I^)W,^  who,  however,  was  not  allowed  to  see  tf. 
"  from  a  su)K:rstitions  notion  among  the  fieople  that  ftic  «iM> 
opcn>  the  Hole  of  I.iorafield  the  first  time  he  is  in  the  island 
dio  iiniiK'iliatcly  alter,  and  this  was  the  only  thin^  I  couU 
find  them  >ly  in."  Veit*  h  was  told  that  it  dea^cvnds  perpcr 
<1m  nlarly  to  the  level  of  the  se.i,  and  is  then  connected  w&n 
the    (Ncan   l)y   a   subterraneous   (xasvage ;   and   the   Foabe« 

'   Iji»»'»  7'i»«r,  p.  115. 
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alleged,  in  support  of  this,  that  a  sheep  pursued  by  a  dog 
precipitated  itself  into  the  Lum,  and  was  followed  by  the  dog  ; 
tioth  being  afterwards  found  by  the  moutli  of  a  small  cave  on 
the  sea-shore.  As  the  top  of  the  Lum  can  be  very  little  short 
of  1,100  feet,  that  sheep  and  that  dog  must  have  mastered, 
and  that  thoroughly,  what  Assheton  Smith  called  the  whole 
art  of  falling.  The  Ordnance  cairn  on  the  crest  of  Haranafield 
is  used  as  the  hamlet  clock,  when  the  sun  is  over  it  announcing 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  the  people  of  Ham.  Descending 
from  Hamnafield,  you  ascend  another  ridge,  known  as  Townie- 
iield,  which  brings  you  to  the  Sneug.  It  is,  unfortunately, 
Farely  during  summer  months  without  a  nightcap  of  fog  or 
mist,  and  even  if  the  summit  is  free,  there  is  generally  a  haze 
on  the  sea  which  prevents  your  getting  any  view  of  the  Main- 
land. Low,  who  was  on  the  island  for  seven  days  in  July 
1774,  never  once  saw  Shetland  proper  ;  and,  out  of  the  twenty- 
two  days  spent  by  Veitch's  party  encamped  on  the  Sneug, 
seventeen  arc  recorded  in  their  weather  register  as  more  or  less 
foggy.  Veitch  thus  describes  the  view  when  the  atmosphere 
is  clear: — 

"  From  the  summit  of  the  Snuke,  the  highest  and  central 
peak  of  the  ridge,  an  extensive  view  of  Shetland  is  obtained, 
the  Ossa  Skerry,  a  remarkably  detached  rock,  and  Konas 
Hill,  forming  interesting  features  on  the  left  of  the  scene, 
while  Fitfull  Head  and  fair  Isle,  objects  of  no  less  interest, 
terminate  the  view  on  the  right  hand,  including  a  sjKice  of 
about  seventy  miles  chiefly  occupied  by  the  Mainland  of 
Shetland  In  very  fine  weather  five  hills  in  Orkney  may  be 
descried,  appearing  like  clouds  on  the  horizon,  but  10  ilie 
naked  eye  giving  no  clue  to  their  identities.  From  these 
hills,  however,  the  island  of  Foula  assumes  an  appearance 
not  to  be  mistaken.  Its  precipitous  west  end,  as  seen  tVom 
Westra,  in  Orkney,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  forms  a 
striking  objert." 

Foula  and  Unst  are  now  the  only  two  spots  in  Uritain 
wliere  the  Lcslris  Cataracks,  or  Great  Skua,  still  breeds;  and 
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it  is  to  be  feared,  if  the  depredations  of  the  o^'s-stcalir^ 
fraternity,  instij^ated  by  the  demand  afforded  for  their  s:oIcr. 
goods  by  the  closet-school  of  naturalists,  arc  not  sjv>n  sifi|>|oi. 
this  rarest  of  liritish  l)irds  must  short Iv  ^KTomc  a<  ctfJ^ 
as  the  Greater  Ilustard'  or  the  (Ireat  Auk — at  Ica^t.  «>  iat  > 
this  kinjrdom  is  concerned.  That  at  one  time  they  Uoi  ■'■ 
most  of  the  loftv  hills  in  Shetland  there  can  W  little  il')'.t<. 
The  Honxie  Hill,  south  ui  (^)uarflr,  was  protuMy  oik  '• 
their  haunts,  as  Honxie  is  the  name  bv  which  the  l-inl  » 
generally  known  in  Shetland,  though  in  I'nst  they  arf<i>i 
SkiHH,  Rooeness  Hill  was  occupied  by  them  viihin  J'v 
memory  of  living  men,  and  to  a  well-known  natunlisi  fr^c 
the  Orkneys  is  said  to  l>e  due  the  credit  of  their  extcrTn:pa!> " 
there,  he  having  encamped  on  the  hill  till  he  shot  tk*m  iT 
down  —  an  easy  job,  as  during  the  breeding  scavm  U4ii«f 
birds  do  not  exist.  They  arrive  in  Shetland,  acrurdirv  ■ 
Saxby,  about  the  end  of  April,  and  remain  till  the  miiidic  ■ 
August,  when  old  and  young  leave  for  other  climes. 

Measuring^  alumt  22  inches  from  end  of  Inrak  to  cipcif  tii 
and  52  in<hes  a<ross  the  wings,  the  l>onxie  is  a  somewhat  hcan 
bird,  weighing,  according  to  l-,ow,-  3  lbs.  o  02.  4  cirs.,  and  aitiscO 
with  a  iM>werful  bill.  meaMiring  2]  inches  from  luso  toti|t.i.'^ 
which,  like  the  talons  and  wel)  of  the  feet,  is  a  deep  bLu^ 
general  ( olour  of  the  birii  a  deep  brown -black,  with  a  ex* 
Kpicuous  white  {Kitch  on  the  wings.     The  tail  is  spread  out  on 
fashion  when  tlying.     The  eggs  are  said  to  be  similar  to  tlhTK 
of  some  of  the  gulls,  whose  eggs  are  sometimes  sold  for  thoMci 
the  skuas,    'i'he  young  bird*^,  in  the  downy  stage,  look  not  imlikc 
young  goslings,  and  the  contrast  between  the  deep  black  oc  the 
neb  and  feet,  and  the  green i>h- yellow  of  the  rest  of  the  bird  » 
very  marked.     You  are  not  allowed  to  approach  their  brecdu^ 
place  with  impunity  :  the  moment  you  ap|iear  to  be  af»|iroAch]iv 
the  nest,  the  parent  bird  charging  you  with  a  rush.    SheefKtk^ 
and  pnnies  too,  if  found  wandering  alK>ut  the  talmued  ptHznd. 
at  once  gel  notice  'Mr>  get  out  of  that"    Owing  to  their  dnriiu 

'    M.u,;illi\rny'H  Afantt^iL  ft.  ii.  1*  255.  -  Ijom'ft  T^mr^^  MM. 
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off  all  other  raptorial  birds,  they  were  at  one  time  specially 
■preserved  in  Foula,  a  fine  of  idr.  8tf.  sterling  (a  big  sum  in 
those  days)  being  levied,  in  Low's  time,  on  any  one  who  shot 
them  or  destroyed  their  eggs.  They  get  their  living  chiefly  by 
making  the  greater  gulls  hand  over,  and,  according  to  Saxby, 
robbing  the  nests  of  the  other  gulls.  In  Fiiroe  Ihey  are  said 
10  attack  the  lambs,  but  this  is  stated  never  to  be  ihe  case  in 
Shetland.  If  taken  from  the  nesl  they  are  easily  reared,  and 
become  very  tame.  In  Veitch's  day  they  all  bred  on  the 
Sneug,  and  he  estimated  their  numbers  at  thirty  pair.  A  few 
years  back  they  were  nearly  exterminated  by  the  gunning  cads  ; 
and,  had  not  the  late  Dr.  Robert  C.  T.  Scott,  R.N.,  of  Melby. 
come  to  the  rescue,  tiiey  would  have  become  extinct,  so  far  as 
Foula  is  concerned.  Al  the  present  day  probably  fifteen  pair 
may  breed  on  the  island,  a  few  still  on  the  Sneug,  but  the 
majority  at  the  back  of  the  Kaim.  Whilst  waiting  on  Townie- 
field  for  the  mist  to  clear  one  evening,  the  writer  saw  a  most 
beautiful  aerial  coursing  match.  A  couple  of  Scoutie  Allans 
came  past  in  chase  of  a  bonxie,  who,  thinking  he  might  shake 
off  his  persecutors,  kept  circling  round  the  writer  and  his 
guide,  and  so  close  that  the  smack  of  the  allan's  wing  as  he 
stooped  for  the  bon.xie  could  be  heard  distinctly.  As  a  nile, 
when  the  allan  stooped,  the  bonxie  made  a  sort  of  half  turn 
upwards,  upon  which  scoutie  shot  up  like  a  rocket,  leaving  his 
companion  to  take  up  the  running,  or  rather  flying,  and  wait 
upon  the  bonxie.  One  word  before  saying  good-bye  to  thi; 
bonxie  ;  no  eggs  of  the  Great  Skua  offered  for  sale  in  Shetland 
can  have  been  honestly  obtained,  as  the  proprietors  both  o( 
the  Melby  and  Buness  estates  forbid  their  being  taken.  Any 
one,  therefore,  buying  the  eggs,  is  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods. 
From  the  Sneug  you  descend  by  the  very  steep  grassy  slopes 
of  Hannerley  to  the  back  of  the  Kaim,  and  had  better  descend 
from  there  to  the  end  of  Wester  Hievdi,  from  whence  the 
vit'w  of  Muckleberg,  Ufshins,  and  the  whole  sweep  round  to 
the  Noup  is  very  fine.  Nebln'field,  towering  wall-like  above 
you,  and  with   its  clenrly-dcfincd  cliff  line,  looks  grand  from 
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Wester  Haevdi.     So  glorious  are  the  views,  that  you  do  no: 
regret   the   something   hke   seven    hundred    feet  ul*  ^try  ^ 
climbing  it  takes  you  to  get  Uick  to  where  the  pinnacle  ui  the 
Kaim  sh(^)ts  m\k     Professor  Heddle '  .says  **Thc  manr<r  t 
which  the  summit  of  the  Kaim  towers  lighthouM>likc  aU'^c 
sea  and  land  sur])asses  anything  the  writer  has  seen,  eV(  i:;<A^ 
the  Myling  Head,  in  Fari>e."     Vou  descend  from  the  Koaiii 
as  steej)  a  slo[)e  as  Hannerley,  and  one  which  had  better  Ic 
negotiated  in  zigzags,  if  you  do  not  want  to  come  a  cro;>fc7. 
When  down,  walk   out    to    the   ^^uthem    end  of   the  N^^^ 
Ikmks,  here  about  842  feet  high,  whence  you  get  |K:rha]fi  ir<c 
l»est  view  obtainable,  from  land,  of  Ixjth  the  Raim  ss^  !•"< 
Little  Kaim.     Then  along  the  North   Ikinks,  till  yoD  rtAii  ^ 
very  fine  projecting  clilT,  called  Simon's  Head,  •"hen:  yuuiir. 
see  the  puffins  in  hundreds  on  the  grassy  ledf^es,  and  from  trc 
summit  of  whic  h  you   get  a   capital  view  ot*   Easier  Hxy^ 
Kittiwake  Hall,  and   the  Slacks  of  the   I^>gat     The  dc^er: 
from   Sol>crley  is  not  so  bad  as  that  of  Hannerkry  onii  '.^ 
north  >ide  of  the  Kaim,  and  once  at  the  foot  you  rvalue  ii<^ 
what  vast  ditfs  you  have  l)een  walking. 

On  your  way  home  you  j»ass  through  the  principal  brwil-'* 
l)la(c  on  the  island,  at  the  present  day,  of  the  Lestris  Parasitu^^- 
Riihardson's  Skua,  or  Sioutie  Allan^  a  bird  which  for  |*^-t- 
sheer  devilment  of  character  cannot  In?  sur^u&scd  in  the  «^'* 
featliered  ra<  e,  nor  a    more   inlere>ting   one    to  study,  ikc  a 
handM liner  one.    Measuring-  21  inches  from  tip  of  K«ak  tut-'i 
of  tail,  and  42  int  hes  from  wing  to  wing,  it  is  a  %i'ry  moch 
lighter  bird  than  the  bonxie,  and,  according  to  Saxby,^  «t)|:^*> 
little   more  thaa  a  pigeon.     With  a  ver>'  hawk-like  apfvoianct 
when  at  rot,  the  adult  birds  vary  ver>*  much  in  colour,  vmt 
iK'ing  blu  ki>h-br()wn  on  the   upi>er  parts  and  white  on  the 
Ik'IIv  ;  others  with   rusty  Ik.! lies ;  others,  again,  with  speckxti 
bellies.       The    Ftaila    theory    is    that    the   |»urc    whitc-lcu*^ 
s|KM  iiiu-n^i  are  the  adult  bird>,  and  that  the  others  ore  in  the 
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Ki>rie  stage.  When  you  approach  the  nesl,  the  bird  "on 
duty  for  the  day "  commences  tumbling  over  on  the  ground. 
now  as  if  it  had  a  broken  wing,  now  as  if  every  joint  in  its 
"body  were  dislocated  ;  and  allogether  goes  through  a  course  of 
general  fooling  to  lure  you  away  from  the  nest.  Once  at  a  safe 
distance  from  the  eggs,  or  young  ones,  the  tactics  change,  and 
the  bird  does  its  best  to  make  things  unpleasanL  Generally 
speaking,  it  attacks  you  from  the  rear,  and  the  first  notice  you 
have  is  the  swish  of  its  wings  as  it  graces  your  head,  with  a 
rush  like  a  rocket  Occasionally,  however,  it  charges  fairly  and 
squarely  from  the  front,  and  then  you  see  the  whole  onslaught. 
Taking  a  small  semicircular  sweep,  like  the  one,  two,  three 
steps  of  a  fast  bowler,  it  comes  down  on  you  with  all  the 
velocity  of  the  crickel-liall  from  the  arm  of  such  bowler ;  and, 
unless  you  duck  your  head,  it  may  be  unable  to  change  its 
direction  and  come  full  bmt  at  you.  One  killed  itself  against 
a  gun  Captain  Veitch  held  up,  and  so  great  was  the  momentum 
of  the  bird  that  it  dashed  its  brains  out.  Had  the  bonxie  a 
similar  velocity  pro|)ortionate  to  its  greater  weight  and  size, 
it  would  assuredly  kill  any  one  it  struck  on  the  head. 

Unlike  the  bonxie,  the  scoutie  allan  apparently  cannot  bi: 
reared  in  confinement.  They  do  all  right  at  first,  but  seem  to 
die  after  a  few  months'  captivity.  The  writer  sent  seven  in 
1880  up  to  "the  Zoo";  but,  though  they  arrived  in  Regent'^ 
Park  in  splendid  condition,  they  only  survived  about  throe 
months,  notwithstanding  the  authorities  were  specially  anxious 
to  rear  them,  to  settle  the  much-ve.xed  question  as  to  the 
plumayo. 

The  young  birds,  when  clear  of  the  fluffy  stage  are  very 
handsome,  being  barred  across  the  wings  like  woodcock. 
Close  lo  the  scoutie  ground,  or  rather  their  jirincipal  nusting- 
Iilaro  at  the  present  day,  as  ihey  seem  to  breed  all  over  the 
islan<l,  is  a  small  black  i)ealy  hole,  from  which  the  natives  get 
the  earth  for  making  a  lilack  dye  (mentioned  ante.,  p.  440),  and 
which  earth  must  lie  obtained  at  a  particular  time  of  tide  to  he 
(if  any  good.     The  roots  of  the  plant  employed  to  fix  the  dye 
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are  sonictimcs  used  medicinally.  After  being  carefully  washed, 
they  are  chopped  up  very  fine  and  then  boiled,  when  the  1:;U'  • 
is  strained  through  a  cloth,  and  finally  bottled  with  a  I". 
whisky,  to  make  it  keep.  It  is  given  in  half-teacufilul  d<^rtr. 
and  is  said  to  beat  Peruvian  bark  out  of  sight  as  a  tonic  Tod- 
the  whole  hill  and  cliff-round  comfortably,  you  ought  to  a.i* ' 
yourself  eight  or  nine  hours,  and  it  is  as  well,  nay  al»s<.»ii:!ii. 
necessary,  to  take  a  guide  with  you,  in  case  of  fog  cominj;  c-a 
In  Low's  *  day,  after  kirk  the  young  men  of  the  iNland  tK*! 
to  amuse  themselves  by  "  putting  the  stone,**  for  which  ^^inu 
there  was  a  stone  fixed  from  which  they  threw.  Low  saui  he 
could  just  easily  lift  the  putting-stone.  As  (ar  as  thewrur 
could  make  out,  not  only  have  both  stones  vanished,  but  ai^-' 
all  tradition  about  them.  The  graveyard,  or  rather  chnrcMiid 
was  wonderfully  neatly  kept,  and  in  admirable  contrast  to  the 
general  run  of  Orcadian  and  Shetlandic  boneyards.  Any  one 
who  spends  a  few  days  on  this  island,  and  who  is  hrkt 
in  his  weather,  will  Ik.*  loth  to  leave ;  and,  long  after  ^< 
has  left,  will  recall  the  glorious  sweep  of  those  pitdpwo 
which,  Professor  Hcddlc  says,  **as  a  group,  stand  unrivilkd 
in  the  British  Isles." 

'   Low's  7I'«r,  p.  114. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


SHETLAND.— NESTING,    LUNNASTING,    AND     DELTINO  ; 
EAST    MAINLAND. 


There  is  nothing  much  to  attract  the  traveller  in  search  of 
the  picturesque  in  these  parishes  except  between  Voe,  at  the 
head  of  Olna  Firth,  and  Mavis  Grind.  The  coast-line,  though 
rocky  in  places,  is  nowhere  very  precipitous,  and  the  interior 
1  onsists  more  or  less  of  wild  moorland  fairly  studded  with  fresh- 
«'nter  lochs  and  watered  by  streams,  that  rnust  all  more  or  less 
l>i^  frefjuented  by  sea-trout  in  the  season.  That,  as  the  country 
i^cts  opened  up,  and  decent  lodging-houses  are  provided,  a 
^rcat  deal  of  these  districts,  which  are  now  of  necessity  almost 
a  tgrra  ina'gnita,  will  become  a  favourite  ground  with  the  angler 
iliere  is  little  doubt.  The  Earl  of  Zetland  runs  once  a  week 
iij  Brae,  calling  on  her  way  at  Symbister  in  Whalsay,  at  the 
head  of  Vidlon  Voe  on  the  Mainland,  at  ISurra  Voe  in  Yell,  then 
iTOssing  Veil  Sound  to  Mossliank  in  the  north  of  Ddting,  and 
then  calling  at  Ollaberry  and  Sullam  before  she  reaches  her 
^lL■^Iination.  It  is  a  long  day's  sail,  as  leaving  Lenvick  at 
ro  a.m.  you  do  not,  as  a  rule,  reach  Brae  much  before  seven 
•  •T  eight  in  the  evening.  However,  you  are  under  no  danger 
'if  ^t;^rvation,  as  good  |ilain  meals  arc  served  on  board  in  a  very 
iiiuih  better  manner  than  you  often  find  on  much  larger  and 
niore  pretentious  craft.  There  is  a  small  ladies'  cabin  and  a 
■stewardess  provided,  and  sleeping  berths  are  mad.;  uji  in  the 
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saloon  at  night  for  the  mcnkind  who  propose  returning  t*;r 
next  (lay.  If  the  scenery  on  the  east  coast  is  not  to  be  con: 
pared  to  that  of  the  western  side,  it  is  by  no  means  w:th<«':* 
picturesque  bits  such  as  Vidlon  Voc,  Swinistcr,  pirt^  '  • 
Sullnm  Voe  and  North  Rchkj,  and  with  mist  hanging;  a^if-:t 
the  hill-tops  you  sometimes  get  weird,  pictorial  cfn^'. 
that  are  wanting  in  hard,  clear  weather.  Anyhow,  for  jc- 
sons  who  are  only  in  the  islands  for  a  short  lime,  and  »^' 
have  done  the  various  sights  in  the  neighbourhood  of  LcrwxL 
it  is  in  fair  weather  much  iK'tter  to  take  the  run  round  to  Bric 
and  back,  than  to  loaf  aimlessly  around  I^erwick.  By  rokl 
Voe,  at  the  head  of  Olna  Firth,  is  eighteen  miles,  Mo*^«in« 
twenty-eight,  and  Hrae  twenty-six  miles.  On  reachin^:  t*"* 
Windy  Grind,  instead  of  proceeding  down  the  hill  past  Yccr> 
garth,  you  turn  off  to  the  right,  and  atout  a  mile  further  i<r. 
come  to  the  little  IxM'h  of  Strand  now  rented,  as  wcii  as  the  Voe 
of  I^ixfirth,  by  the  Lenvick  Angling  Club.  This  little  pooLw 
it  is  only  about  seven  or  eight  acres  in  area,  is  one  of  the  bc< 
if  not  the  best,  sea-trout  s|)ots  in  the  islands.  Very  bfpc 
baskets  have  l)een  made  off  it  under  fa\T>ural>le  cimiroiUncev 
and  probably  it  is  not  sur]»assed,  and  rarely  equalled  for  the 
sport  it  affords,  elsewhere  in  Britain.  S|inng  tides  flow  into't 
from  I-ixfirth,  which  also  affords  excellent  s|iort  at  tJDC*. 
Lax  is  the  Norse  for  siilmon,  and  whenever  you  find  it  ujcdi' 
the  name  of  a  river,  firth,  or  loch,  you  may  be  certain  the 
migratory  Salmvuidii  are,  or  have  been  at  one  time,  abundint 
there.  After  leaving  Strand  three  miles'  walking  wiD  bntt 
you  to  the  Bla<  k  Loch,  and  Wadbister  Voe,  both  said  ^ 
be  j:ood  late  in  the  season  for  sea-trout,  and  a  little  funhcrce 
you  (ome  to  the  L<K*h  of  (iirlst.!.  mhich  is  said  to  owe  its  Sow- 
name  Garhiiian'ii*n  to  the  fact  that  (leirhild,  Rafha-Ftokc ' ' 
daughter,  was  <lrowned  in  it  when  on  herwavto  Iceland  in  S;5« 
or  thcTcahouts.  It  iN  a  long  (lA  miles),  and  in  places  very df« 
UM  h.  and  i*<  said  to  hold  not  only  very  good  trout,  but  also chjr- 
/\  little  lodging-house  has  been  started  here  recently,  at  wh*+' 

'  Af.'moi'ui  tits  A»ttiifuaim  tlm  AWi/,  1850-^0^  P>  I'S- 


SHETLAND.  527 

you  can  lunch,  when  driving  out  from  Lerwick  to  fisli.     A 
mile  or  so  further  on  is  the  wayside  public-house  of  Sandwater, 
supposed  to  be  about   half-way  to  Brae,   where  when  driving 
you  stop  to  bait.      There  is  a  small  loch  here  which  forms 
the  headwaters  of  the  stream  which  flows  into  the  Loch  of 
Strom,  and   the  upper  waters  of  the  Weisdale  Burn  are   no 
great  distance  olT.     The  house,  however,  is  nothing  more  than 
■would  be  termed  in  England  an  ale-house,  though  there  is  a 
-very  fair  sitting-room  in  which  to  rest  whilst  your  nag  is  being 
fed.   If  the  accommodation  were  improved,  this  might  be  made 
a  capital  angling  centre  for  any  one  with  fair  pedestrian  abilities, 
as  two  and  a  half  miles,  on  the  map  tkouj^h,  over  the  Western 
Katm  would  bring  him  to  Mooa  Water,     North  and  south  of 
this  loch,  and  close  to  it,  are  respectively  Tniggles  AVater  and 
L^mba  Water,  and  two  miles  beyond  Mooa  Water  is  East 
Burra  Fiord,  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  sea-trout  spots  in  the 
islands.     On  the  eastern  side  of  Sandwater  again   the  lochs 
of  SkL-llistur  and    Bruston  are   within    walking  distance.      -A 
very  good  road  has  just  been   made  from  this  point  to  the 
head    of  Weisdale  Voe.      A  more  desolate  stretch  than    the 
"  Lang  Kaim, "  as  the  five  miles  long  valley  thai  intervenes 
between  Sandwater  and  Voe  is  called,  would  be  hard  to  find. 
Bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Western  Kaim  and  on  the  other  by 
Eastern  Kaim,  you  see  nothing  but  bare  moorland  and  forbid- 
ding naked- looking  hills  as  you  pass  through  it,  and  you  are  not 
■;urpriscd  when  you  arc  told  that  after  dark  there  is  every  risk 
of  your  meeting  "da  Trows."    Luckily,  even  Lang  Kainis  have 
an  ending,  and  about  five  miles  from  t-andwater  yuu  come 
to  a  small  loch  along  the  southern  side  of  which  runs  the  road 
tor  Vidlon,  which  piisses  Sac  Water,  out  of  which  flows  one  of 
the  many  streams  that  go  to  make  tiji  the  Oonryc  Ijijca'  Burn, 
one  of  the  best,  and  by  some  good  judges  said  to  be  the  best, 

'  The  rcatkr  must  iinl  suiiixae,  however,  lh.it  Shctkimi  is  a  No  jI/Ijx'j 
Land  «hcie  he  can  fish  or  shoot  anywhere  nt  pleasure,  ami  lieforc  using 
'Jtlicr  rill  or  yun  slmiild  ascerlain  « liclhcr  leave  is  reiiuisite,  or  he  uiay  be 
lil,as;;r  run  in  by  Ihf  two  f/ns  d'armts. 
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sea-trout  bums  in  the  islands.  There  are  said  to  be  seme 
remains  of  an  old  monaster)'  or  nunnery  out  at  Lunna,  and  ncr 
the  Head  of  Lunna  are  curious  rocks  known  as  the  Stono  o* 
Stcfis.  To  return  to  the  main  road.  Out  of  the  little  Loch  t.r 
Voe,  a  bum  cascades  down  in  a  series  of  miniature  vaioull^ 
to  the  head  of  Olna  Firth,  where  are  situated  the  curin};-*u:i«: 
stores  of  Messrs.  Adie,  a  firm  largely  engaged  not  only  m  the 
home  fishing,  but  also  in  the  Faroe  and  Iceland  tishcnc^. 
There  is  a  i>ostal  telegraph  station  here,  but  unfortunattiv  xa 
accommodation,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  for  "man  or  \<^<' 
A  little  l>eyond  the  Kirk  of  Olna  Firth  the  road  for  M«Lrtfbarc 
turns  off  on  the  right  from  that  leading  to  Brae.  Mos>lank  :s 
ten  miles  from  Voe,  and  a  lodging-house  hxs  been  o\<tkL 
there,  this  summer,  at  Innfield  House,  but  what  the  accomxno^' 
tion  is  like  the  writer  has  not  heard.  The  road  is  a  vcn 
hilly  one,  and  in  places,  esi>eciany  about  Dales  Voe,  you  |a^' 
si)ots  that  have  a  certain  wild,  weird  picturesquene&s  of  thci: 
own. 

Some  years  ago  a  vessel  laden  with  oranges  was  wrecked  or 
the  coast  of  Delting.  and  the  natives  are  said  to  have  lononf 
that  the  oranges,  which  came  on  shore  in  quantities  were  sotrr 
new  sort  of  iK)tatoes,  and  to  have  Injiled  them  accordinglr.  \\ 
therefore  you  want  to  oi>en  a  conversation  with  a  lK:ii:r^ 
man,  your  best  plan  is  to  s;iy  at  once,  **  How  are  orango  :" 
your  pariNh  ?  " 

After  leaving  the  turning  for  Mosskink  you  skirt  alon^;  '^ 
shores  of  ( )lna  Firth,  a  long,  narrow,  land-locked  voe  surToiinik«i 
by  stee|»  hills  tleeply  scored  by  the  torrents  which  in  w.r.'cr 
pour  down  their  sides.  It  l(M>ks  more  like  one  ofthe«'.U!^ 
Cumberland  lakes  than  an  arm  of  the  Broad  Atlantic.  \tf. 
rrossinu'  the  hill  for  about  a  mile  vou  strike  Basta  Voe.  o**^ 
after  |»assing  a  very  sea-trout  l(M)king  bum,  Lind  at  Mr^ 
InkstL-r's,  where  ynii  may,  if  lucky,  get  accommodation  K>:  ■» 
flay  or  so.  Uu^ta,  the  mansion  house  of  the  GifTordx.  \>  aiK--: 
a  mile  from  ]»r.ie  and  eml>owered  as  it  is  in  trees  i»  a  ^^.r^ 
pretty  ^p<^t. 
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If  wind  and  weather  suited,  and  a  boat  were  lo  be  got,  few 
more  pleasant  excursions  could  be  made  than  spending  a 
summer  day  in  the  circumnavigation  of  Mucklc  Rooe.  It  is 
true  you  coast  along  it  in  the  steamer  on  her  way  from  Hills 
Wick,  but  you  pass  too  quickly  to  take  in  all  its  beauties. 
Scenery  such  as  the  western  side  of  this  island  affords  should 
not  be  studied  in  the  fashion  in  which  our  Yankee  cousins 
are  said  to  do  continental  cities.  It  should  be  sipped  slowly 
like  a  very  fine  vintage  claret,  and  not  swiped  off  like  "  Hall 
Swipes."  The  cliffs,  though  nothing  stupendous,  are  in  certain 
lights  exquisitely  beautiful,  owing  lo  the  rich  pink  colour  of  the 
granitic  rocks,  which  every  here  and  there  are  variegated  with 
yellow  lichens.  Not  only  is  the  colouring  gorgeous,  but,  fissured 
as  it  is  with  caves  and  fringed  with  outlying  stacks,  its  outline  is 
nearly  as  fantastic  as  that  of  Papa  Stour.  The  writer  has  only 
seen  it  from  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  but  his  friend  Mr,  Peach, 
of  the  Geological  Survey,  who,  in  company  with  his  colleague 
Mr,  Home,  explored  the  western  side  in  a  smalt  boat,  pro- 
nounces it,  if  anything,  superior  lo  Papa  Slour.  If  so,  it  must 
be  something  very  much  out  of  the  common.  A  setting  sun 
is  needed  to  bring  out  the  fvill  beauty  of  the  colouring,  and 
easterly  or  southerly  winds  and  neap  tides  arc  wanted  to 
explore  the  caves.  These  cliffs  were  in  Low's  day  a  great 
breeding-place  for  the  erne  or  sea  eagle,  and,  as  the  wilier 
passed  under  them  in  June,  i8Sr,  a  couple  sat  motionless 
watching  the  unfeathered  bipeds  being  borne  past  their  eyrie. 


CHAFFER  XLII. 

SIIETIJ^ND. — NORTHMAVEN. 

After  lua\ing  Brac,  a  walk  of  al)Out  a  mile  or  so  hm^^  )^ 
to  Mavis  (irind,  and  a  pictures(|uc  walk  it  is,  where  the  rnad  ^ 
carried  along  the  side  of  a  small  but  very  steep  dilT  done  y 
the  water's  edge.    Mavis,  or  Mat'd^^  means  Gull's  IsthmiUwUL 
Grind  is  the  old  Xorse  word  for  gate.     A  very  narrow  isthiDB» 
it  is  that  separates  the  waters  of  Sullam  Voc  from  those  of 
the  narrow  inlet,  which  on  the  western  side  runs  in  ftum  s, 
Magnus  Ikiy.     It  cannot  he  much,  if  anything,  over  50  )vd«  " 
breadth,  and  from   15  to  20  feet  al)ove  high-water  roarL    I: 
is  this  isthmus  that  has  given  its  modem  name  to  the  ^asv^- 
Muncli,*    stales   that    the  original   name   of  the  district  »-* 
J^tiu\irpm^\-   so  called   undoubtedly  from   the  brilliant  rc»: 
((jlouring,  which  is  so  marked  a  feature  in  the  rocks,  vhic: 
either   crop   up  through    the  scanty   soil,   or  are   strewn  *^ 
over   its   surface  in    boulders.      Northmaven    is   the  brge<. 
wildest,   and    most   beautiful    jarish    in    Shetland.      On  the 
eastern  si<ic  iis  shores,  washed  bv  the  waters  of  Sullan  Voc 
and  Veil  S«iund,  with  the  e.\cej»tion  of  some  rocky  |iromontones 
north  of  Ollaberrv,  sloiie  uentlv  down  to  the  sea,  but  on  the 
western  side  a  buld  rocky  coast-line  extends  except  in  ^cry 

'   M.'fff  'ir,s  .ii    .If.-/: y.-^i.rr^  i/u  AWJ,  vol    iii.  p.   109. 
-    I  he  /i.  .y  in  K  »•  f  Nc>s  K"»f  Nc^h  ilill,  Kooc  Ne«s  Voe,  K^iotr  Wr«f. 
1vO'>fr  Burn.  N>  rili  Knoc,  Miickic  Khh.'.  .ind  Little  Koje,  is  a  com^b-a 

«if  A*.i/<ftr,  inl.     A",  '.as  I  hi!  ..  i;'.n.cn>c. 
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few  places,  from  the  southern  to  the  northern  extremity. 
Porming  itself  one  vast  peninsula,  Northmaven  is  naturally 
divided  into  three  districts,  the  first  and  lat^est  of  which,  era- 
Ijracing  all  lying  to  the  south  of  Rooe  Ness  Voe  and  Quy  Firth, 
may  be  termed  Northmaven  proper  ;  the  second,  to  the  north 
of  those  voes  and  sooth  of  Lanchestock  Hill,  may  be  called 
the  Rooe  Ness  Hill  or  North  Rooe  section,  and  Fethaland  may 
be  taken  to  include  not  only  Fethaland  jiroperly  so  called,  but 
also  Lanchestock  Hill.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  lodging- 
house  at  Hillswick,  with  a  good  sitting-room,  and  a  couple  of 
comfortable,  though  small,  bed-rooms,  kept  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
foreman  to  Mr.  John  Anderson  ;  and  a  much  larger  house  at 
Ollaberry  kept  by  Mrs.  Gideon  Anderson.  Lodgings  might  also 
be  got  at  Mrs.  Henderson's,  Bardister,  a  few  miles  south  of  Olla- 
berry, and  at  the  Congregational  Manse,  at  Sullam.  There  are 
also  very  comfortable  quarters  at  Lochend,  on  the  shores  of 
Colifirth  Voe,.kei)t  by  Mrs.  Clifford  Thompson.  Both  Hillswick 
and  Ollaberry  are  twelve  miles  by  road  from  Brae,  and  north  of 
these  places  it  is  impossible  to  drive,  as  roads  are  non-existent 
al  present,  for,  though  there  is  nominally  one  from  Hillswick 
to  Tangwick,  it  is  impracticable  except  for  carts,  if  available 
for  them.  F.ven  the  main  road,  as  far  as  Hillswick  and  Olla- 
berry, is  an  awfully  rough  one  in  jilaces,  and  nowhere  worse 
than  it  is  immediately  after  leaving  Mavis  Crind,  till  you  reach 
the  northern  end  of  Magniisetter  Voe  (generally  called 
Mangsier  Voe),  from  which  point  yoti  yet  a  glimpse  of  the  Isle 
of  Egilsay,  which,  owing,  according  to  Hibbert,'  to  a  vein  of 
greenstone  having  yielded  to  disintegration,  ajiiiears  as  if  cleft 
in  twain.  A  very  fine  burn  flows  into  the  sea  at  the  head  of 
Magnusetter  Voe.  This  stream,  which  in  autumn  should  hold  sea 
trout,  i'^sues  out  of  a  chain  of  three  lochs,  of  which  two,  Gluss- 
dale  Water  and  Johnny  Man's  Loch,  are  on  the  west  side  of  (he 
road,  whilst  the  third,  and  smallest  of  the  three,  is  on  the  east 
side,  and  is  known  as  Senna  Water.  To  the  west  of  the  ro.id 
from  Magnusetter  Voe  to  Senna  Water  are  an  immense  number 

1  \\\\-,\^<:\-l\  i;kc'.la::,l  his.  y.  533. 
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of  lochs,  and  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  road  are  several,  ooe 
of  which,  the  Loch  of  Lunnistcr,  is  said  to  be  a  good  sci- 
trout  loch  late  in  the  year.  Immediately  after  passing  Scnru 
Water,  you  see  in  the  valley  below  you  the  loch  of  BurruUnJ, 
out  of  which  a  burn  about  a  mile  long  flows  into  the  Houb  or 
Vaadic  of  Sullam.  A  vaaJU  in  Shetland  means  a  shallow  loch, 
into  which  the  tide  flows,  and  which  is  nearly  dry  at  low  water. 
Tiie  channel,  through  which  the  tide  flows  into  the  Vaadic  ti 
Sullam,  is  about  sixty  yards  long,  and,  like  the  Bush  neir 
Stromness,  is  a  capital  s|)ot  for  sea- trout  There  is  said  to  be 
a  similar  though  smaller  voadle  on  the  other  side  of  SuUui 
Voc  at  Scatsta. 

To  return  to  the  road  to  Hillswick,  about  a  qtiarter  of  a  nule 
or  so  beyond  Senna  Water,  you  come  to  the  small  locfa  of 
Sinirnadale,  which  is  scjxiratcd  from  Funds  Water,  a  somcvlut 
larger  sheet  of  water,  by  a  small  watershed.  Funds  Water,  u 
called  from  a  sheep  cni^  or  |)ound,  built  on  a  peninsula  jutting 
out  into  the  locli,  was  a  favourite  fishing  ground  of  Froicucr 
Aytoun,  when  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Shetland.  The  water  u 
exiiuisitely  clear,  showing  every  stone  in  the  red  rocky  Lottocs, 
which  otherwise  would  be  anything  but  a  pleasant  spot  to  ^^ 
on.  The  trout  are  dark  tortoi^eshell-marked  fish,  run  aUo 
three  < quarters  of  a  pound  each,  and,  owing  to  the  quantity  \i 
fresh-water  molluscs  they  have  to  feed  on,  are  very  slov  ji 
ri.sing,  but  when  they  do,  rarely  rise  short  When  hooked  tScy 
play  in  a  heavy  lungeous  manner,  very  different  from  the 
Spiggie  fish,  which  like  sea-trout  are  springing  aimoil  cob- 
tinuously. 

There  is  a  small  holm  in  the  loch,  on  which  the  rmiu-g»tu, 
or  red-throated  diver,  Colymbus  SepttHtrumaiis^  breeds^  and 
you  might  do  a  worse  tnihrn^  when  the  fish  are  not  oo  the  nK« 
than  silting  down  by  the  side  of  the  loch  and  watclun|[  ibe 
young  birds,  with  their  red  plumage  glistening  in  the  sunk^ 
swimming  about  in  conijiany  with  the  gulls  and  wild  ducks 
who  likewise  take  up  their  abode  for  the  season  on  the  HoIbl 
Gulden  plover,  and  snipe  too,  build  all  arouixl»  and  the  air  it 
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times  is  alive  with  their  cries.  Half  a  mile  or  so  from  the  loch 
you  come  to  where  ihe  rond  branches  off  on  the  right  to  Oll.i- 
beny,  and  a  short  distance  farther  on  see  on  your  right  a  small 
sheet  of  water,  known  as  Little  Eela  Water,  dose  to  which  is 
Eela  Water  proper,  a  good  sized  loch.  Eela  (properly  speaking, 
Ola's)  Water,  has  the  same  pink  granite  bottom  thai  you  find 
in  Funds  Water.  The  fish,  too,  as  in  that  loch,  feed  largely  on 
molluscs,  but  do  not  average  much  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound. 
It  is  curious  that  the  trout  in  two  lochs  so  close  together 
should  vary  so  much  in  si/e  and  other  qualities,  where  appa- 
rently the  conditions  as  to  food,  bottom,  &c.,  are  identical. 
Funds  Water  is,  however,  149  feet  above  sea-level,  whilst  Eela 
Water  is  218  feet.  Can  difference  in  height  have  anything  to 
do  with  it  ?  From  the  western  end  of  Eela  Water,  the  road, 
descending  to  the  head  of  Ura  Firth,  along  the  side  of  which 
is  two  miles  of  level  road,  takes  you  into  HJIIswick.  From  the 
crest  nf  the  hill  north  of  I'unds  Water  you  get  a  good  view 
of  the  red  boulder-strewn  summit  of  Rooeness  Hill,  and 
liclween  Eela  Water  and  Ura  Firth  you  get  a  glimpse  of  Voul.i, 
otherwise,  with  the  excejition  of  the  last  four  miles  or  so,  j  ou 
have  no  very  extensive  views. 

^Vhen,  as  must  come  sooner  or  later,  proper  accommodation 
shall  have  been  erected  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Shetland  for  the  travellers  in  search  of  the  beautiful,  who  will 
flock  northwards  as  soon  as  the  country  shall  be  belter  known, 
thure  will  lie  no  spot  in  all  Hjallland.  which  in  its  manifold 
aiirartions  will  he  so  pnjnilar  as  "  Grey  Hillswick." 

To  the  painter,  the  geologist,  and  the  mineralogist,  Hillswick 
wili  afford  such  a  centre  from  which  to  follow  out  their  respec- 
tive pursuits  as  will  he  hard  to  find  elsewhere  on  Dritish  soil. 
Wiihoul  even  stirring  further  away  than  Hillswick  Ness  you 
ran  see  a  roast-line  that,  though  of  no  great  height,  is  wonder- 
fully broken,  and  varicgaled  every  here  and  there  by  broad 
ribband-like  strips  of  pink  porphyry.  Innumerable  st.icks 
■-luster  close  to.  and  at  no  great  distance  from  the  shore.  One 
of  these,   the  (lordi  Stack,  from  one  point  of  view,  looks  not 
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unlike  a  rliinoreros  horn,  whilst  from  another  it  has  a  wonder- 
fully spiral  fluted  appearance.  Close  to  this  »iack  on  the  nonr. 
side  is  a  place  known  as  Klelnrr  *  (»eo,  where  an  outcrop  oi 
steatite  has  enabled  the  natives  to  carve  their  names  on  the 
rocks. 

AlKHit  half  a  mile  from  Hillswick  Ness  lie  the  Ihon^x 
a  series  of  fantasti(ally-Nl)ai)cd  stacks,  that  from  one  |Joatt 
of  view  resen)l)le  a  tleet  of  fisiiin^  wherries,  whilst  tiroa 
another  they  a])])ear  like  a  banjue  under  full  sail  In  the 
First  Siati'stictti  .tiwuNt'  it  is  stated  that  un  two  rocks  near 
these  stacks  '*the  lari^er  kind  of  cormorant  nestle,  and  vhai 
is  remarkable,  only  successively ;  for  the  ro<:k  which  is  J4» 
sessed  by  them  one  year  is  deserted  the  next,  and  returned 
to  again  after  l>eing  a  year  unpossessed.  In  this  manner  hm 
these  rocks  been  occu]»ied  from  time  immemoriaL"  Nodll 
of  the  Drtings  are  the  Heads  of  (irocken,  or  Rooe  Nc» 
as  they  are  termed  on  tlie  ciiart,  rom|iosed  of  |»ink  qniiti 
IM)rphyry  |)n)jectin,u  bcf(»re  and  above  cliffs  of  a  darker  nxi. 
as  seen  from  Hillswick,  and  rising  nearly  three  hundred  fert 
above  the  sea.  Some  verv  beautiful  stacks  cluster  round  die 
Heads  of  (irocken,— the  (Juida,  the  Kunk,  and  the  Ripf^ck 
Stacks  being  especially  pic tu rest )ue,  and  the  visitor  to  Hillswick 
should,  if  weather  j>ermits,  get  a  boat  from  the  West  Aytt 
and  s|)end  a  summer's  evening  amongst  them  and  the 
DroMLis. 

TIk'  wildest,  though  not  the  highest,  |iortion  of  thcooitf- 
line  in  this  section  of  North  ma  ven,  is  that  extending  tai 
Sienness  round  to  the  (iriml  of  the  Navir,  and  to  see  it 
fortably,  and  at  your  lei  Mire,  you  retjuire  from  eight  to 
hours  from  the  time  you  leave  Hillswick  till  you 
Crossing  the  West  .\yre,  a  small  f(M)t- bridge  takes  you  over  a 
burn  tiiat  Hows  down  from  a  hnh  some  distance  up  the  hSi 
Close  to  the  mouth  of  the  burn  is  a  small  rushy  loch  in  wfaid 
sea  trout  art:  to  be  found  in  the  autumn.  A  little  N.E.  of  ibc 
Heads  of  (irocken  lies  a  small  tarn,  known  as  Helga  Watef. 

'  See  *inU,  I  p.  3S7  S.  •  /-'irst  Stai,  Ate.  roL  ui.  p^  51^ 
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which,  according  to  Hibbert,'  was  frequented  by  the  Sliool- 
pUtte,  Nuggle  or  Water  Horse.  Ascending  the  Heads  of 
Grocken,  it  is  as  well  to  follow,  so  far  as  you  t::an,  the  cliff-tine, 
instead  of  the  road  which  cuts  across  the  neck  of  the  hill  as 
it  were.  From  the  summit  you  get  some  charming  views  of 
St.  Magnus  Bay.  You  then  descend  to  Brei  Wick,  where  a  pink 
boulder- strewn  ayre  separates  a  small  iishless  loch  from  the 
sea.  Then  on  past  Tang  Wick  (or  sea-weed  bay),  when  you 
come  in  full  view  of  the  Door  Holm,  a  vast  isolated  rock 
lao  feet  high,  about  a  mile  from  the  shore,  with  a  huge  water 
worn  arch,  the  whole  resembling  a  megaiherium  or  some  other 
mon-ster  of  a  past  age.  Stenness  is  the  principal  Haaf  station 
on  the  west  side,  and  for  that  alone  worth  a  visit.  Eshaness 
Skeny,  which  with  Sarla  Holm  forms  a  partial  breakwater  to 
the  station,  must,  from  Hibbert's  '  account,  be  well  worth  seeing 
by  any  one  who  wishes  to  realise  the  terrific  force  of  Atlantic 
waves,  huge  boulders,  all  wave-borne,  lying  strewn  about  in 
wild  profusion.  Not  far  from  the  fishing  station  in  the  grave- 
yard can  still  be  traced  i)art  of  the  foundations  of  Cross  Kirk, 
till  the  arrival  of  that  worthy  iconoclast,  Mr,  Hercules  Sinclair, 
sometime  in  the  seventeenth  century,  one  oftheprinci])al  chapels 
of  pilgrimage  in  the  islands.  As  far  as  the  writer  could  make  out, 
it  must  have  formed  a  parallelogram  thirty-five  feet  by  eiyhteun 
feet,  .and  traces  of  the  chancel  can  still  he  seen.  The  wholu 
l>laci.'  was,  however,  so  grown  over  with  weeds,  that  it  was  ditli- 
cuk  10  .ascertain  anything  wiih  certainly.  There  are  severiil 
tombstones  with  elaborate  inscriptions,  in  one  the  deceased  is 
recorded  as — "  Vir  Prisca;  Virtutis  et  per  omnes  vitre  gradus  ut  in 
omni  vitiE  officio  I'robat  .  .  ."  the  Last  word  is  so  worn  as  l<i  be 
almost  wholly  illegible,  probably  "  probalissimus."  One  c])ilapli 
to  the  memory  of  a  Donald  Robertson  is  very  r.acy.  "  He  was 
a  peaceable  i|uiet  man,  and,  to  .ill  a]>])ear.ance,  a  sincert- 
Christian  ;  his  death  was  much  regreled,  which  was  caused  by 
the  stu])idity  of  .  .  .  who  sold  him  nitre  instead  of  Kpsoni 
salts,   by  which  he  w.as  killed  in   the  si)ace  of  3  hours  after 

1   \yi\,\^-:\\  Skelland  hUs,  p.  515.  '  IbUtm,  p.  528, 
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taking  a  dose  of  it."  The  guarded  Scotch  cannine^^  abo*:? 
"  to  all  appearance  a  sincere  Christian."  and  the  spitefulne^*  of 
the  remark  about  the  unfortunate  merchant's  mistake  are  M^ 
alike  charming.  A  short  walk  from  the  burial-ground  trnj- 
you  to  Caldcrs  Geo,  an  inlet  some  200  yards  in  length  v.th 
steep  i)orj)endicular  walls,  150  feet  or  more  in  height,  of  dec!. 
|)urplish  red  ro<^k.  Yxom  this  {>oint  you  get  a  good  ^Hev  of  lh<r 
wild  rugged  coast-line  to  the  north ;  in  the  immediate  fijft 
ground  being  stacks  innumerable,  cons{)icuous  amongst  thcQ 
being  the  Spindle  and  the  Nf  00  Stacks,  whilst  in  the  far  di»urvc 
you  see  Ossa  Skerry.  From  here  up  to  Hamna  Voe,  alon^:  !^^ 
coast-line,  lie  the  Villi.ms  of  I- re,  a  tract  of  rich  jkasturi^UrHi 
which  is  in  remarkable  contrast  to  the  rugged  desobte  mcrf- 
land  on  which  it  abuts.  This  fertile  tract,  some  of  the  bc<!. :' 
not  the  very  best,  grazing  ground  in  Shetland,  owes,  accord  •.* 
to  Professor  Ileddle,  its  fertility  to  the  alkali-charged  n«~i. 
which,  dashed  to  i>ieces  against  the  cliffs  by  the  western  sur^cv 
is  then  spread  broadcast  in  a  pulverised  form  over  the  ^ortarr 
Walking  northwards  from  Calders  (ieoover  this  Inrautiful  *»r: 
you  come  to  the  Loch  of  Priest  Houland,  on  the  shori-^  ■! 
wliirh  are  the  ruins  of  a  broch.  Out  of  the  loch  a  small  Ikxt*.. 
used  to  work  one  of  the  Shetland  mills,  flows  down  a  \c'» 
steep  ravine  into  a  glouj)  known  as  the  Holes  of  Scraadi 
I'ornierly,  as  the  name  imiK)rts,  there  were  two  holes.  U' 
about  seven  years  .igo  the  intervening  mass,  altoul  eighty  feet  :* 
length,  fell  in,  it  is  said,  just  after  a  l)oy  had  traversed  it  TK 
tunnel  or  arched  connection  with  it  is  five  chains  or  no  ranS. 
lon^:^.  and  the  gloup  itself  is  six  chains  or  132  yards.  A  fcol 
whale  is  said  to  have  been  driven  into  the  holes  some  xte^ 

m 

lu(  k.  Not  far  from  Scraada  is  another  much  similar  rccew. 
known  as  the  ('annon.  and  also  formed,  according  10  IV 
feNN<»r  Hedtlle,  by  the  disintegration  of  the  porjihyry.  Thf 
finest  examj'lf  of  the  forre  exerted  by  the  wave*  on  a  wrt* 
sj)ot  in  the  rork.  however,  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  Grind  of  ^^ 
Navir.  where  a  gate  or  embrasure  has  been  cut  out  l'» 
t1)e  :\tlantir  billows  which  could   hardly  have  been  €ar\xc 
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more  accurately  by  stone-masons.  .Situated,  as  well  as  the 
writer  could  judge,  some  30  or  40  feet  above  the  sea,  il  is  from 
12  to  14  yards  in  breadth,  and  about  45  feet  in  height  on  both 
sides,  whilst,  immediately  behind  it,  is  a  liasin  about  30  yards 
in  diameter,  from  which  the  slones,  as  if  quarried,  lie  in  a  \'ast 
pile  on.  the  eastern  side.  A  short  walk  from  the  Grind  of  the 
Navir  brings  you  to  the  head  of  Hamna  Voe,  not  far  from 
which  is  the  Giant's  Grave  mentioned  by  I.ow.i  He  spoke  of 
there  having  been  originally  three  stones  forming  a  triangle,  of 
which  ihe  sides  measured  respectively  no  feet,  70  feet,  and 
6q  feet,  but  that  only  the  stump  remained  of  one  of  the  stones. 
This  slump  may  slill  be  there,  but  if  it  is,  the  writer  overlooked 
it  when  there  in  1880.  The  other  two  stones  are  about  eight  feet 
and  seven  feet  above  ground,  and  are  apparently  composed  of 
some  sort  of  conglomerate.  Hamna  Voe  is  said  to  be  very 
good  for  sea-trout  laic  in  September.  From  here  you  make 
your  way  back  to  Tang  Wick,  past  the  new  school-house  at  Brae 
Houland.  By  walking  up  to  the  head  of  Ura  Firth,  and  then 
across  to  Asia,  on  the  south  side  of  Rooe  Ness  Voe,  you 
can  get  ferried  across  the  voe  and  ascend  Rooe  Ness  Hill  by 
a  very  steep  path.  If  fine  weather,  and  you  can  get  a  boat, 
not  always  to  be  got  in  summer  lime,  take  a  trip  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  voe,  as  the  broad  dykes  of  red  granite  which 
crop  out  here  and  there  render  the  cliffs  very  beautittij.  Not 
far  from  Asta  is  a  knoll  in  which  were  buried  such  of  the  crew 
nt"  a  Dutch  frigate-  as  were  sl.iin  in  an  action  with  two  English 
men-nf  war  in  the  rcigii  of  Charles  ihc  Second.  The  captain 
of  tlie  Dutch  craft  had  thought  he  could  winter  in  safely  in  so 
out-of-the-world  a  jilace  as  Rnoencss  Voe,  without  the  slightest 
fear  of  being  attacked.  On  information,  however,  reaching 
the  authorities  in  London,  a  couple  of  frigates  were  at  once 
sent  off,  which  captured  the  Dutch  one  after  a  severe  contest. 
There  is  a  small  ayre  loch  at  the  head  of  Ura  Firth,  in  which 
sea-lroiit  are  said  to  be  found  late  in  the  autumn  ;  and  the  angler, 
desirous  of  reaching  I'unds  Water  and  the  lochs  in  its  vicinity, 
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without  having  to  walk  all  around  Ura  Firth,  should  get  {>ulk<: 
across  in  a  boat  to  the  head  of  Haroar  Voc  from  which  Pun*!* 
Water  is  barely  a  mile  off. 

Ollal)erry  (piafsber^r)  is  barely  four  miles  from  where  the 
road  branches  off  for  Hillswick,  ami  as  you  descend  fr^s: 
the  higher  ground  at  the  eastern  end  of  Lela  Water,  you  Kirs 
some  charming  views  of  Veil  Sound.  Eela  Water  is  atM>ui  i«o 
miles,  l\mds  Water  about  foiir,  the  Vaadle  of  SuUam  tour.  r:«: 
Hillswick,  by  road,  eight  frt)m  011al)erry,  and  by  cutting  a«TrM 
the  hill  from  the  western  end  of  Eela  Water  to  I'ra  F:rth 
little  over  six.  There  is  a  gocMi-sized  tidal  loch  at  the  hcarf 
of  Quy  Firth,  about  a  mile  over  the  hill  from  OUa)ierr>-«  mhKi 
ought  to  hold  sea-trout  late  in  the  season,  but  the  voc  :<^  <aii 
to  be  netted  to  death. 

I^K'hend  is  four  miles  by  water  north  of  Ollal>crry,  and  re 
steamer  calls  tiiere  on  her  wav  I  jack  to  Ixirwick  from  Brae 
This  is  a  capital  ])oint  from  which  to  explore  Rooeness  H:a 
and  all  the  district  lying  to  the  north  of  it.  On  vour  wavt- 
the  rude  stone  bridge  which  crosses  the  mouth  of  the  Rtxjcr 
lUirn,  and  close  to  it,  you  see  a  circle  of  ver)-  rou^h  >iur.o. 
known  as  the  (Jiant's  Maisie,  \  maisie  means  a  ven*  r-iit 
straw  net  or  basket,  an<l,  according  to  HiblKTt,*  the  tradition  .^ 
that  a  giant,  intending  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  «r«. 
em])tied  his  maisie  at  this  >\io\.  He  is  also  said  to  have  hid 
a  ruile  stone  pound  or  inclosure  on  the  summit  of  the  Bicur:&. 
which  was  called  the  (liant's  Garden,  in  which  he  kept  ibc 
(Uittle  he  stole  from  the  neigh  Injuring  district  In  this  Utter 
place  he  was  taken  by  stratagem  and  thro»*n  over  the  cl;& 
Two  large  monoliths  of  granite  are  said  to  mark  his  gra«e.  i 
little  north-west  of  the  Ix)ch  of  Huxter,  and  about  a  mile  rroo 
the  bridge. 

Alter  (Tossing  (^)lifirth  Hill  a  very  gradual  ascent  take« 
you  to  the  to])  of  Rooeness  Hill,  on  the  north-eastern  slope  ci 
whi(  h  is  a  very  gootl  sj»ring.  The  summit  of  the  huJ 
(i,4<S6  feet),  the  highest  )M)int  in  the  islands  lil^c  that  of  the 

>  \\\\A<x\\  Skttiand  IsUs^  p.  504. 
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ird  Hill  of  Hoy,  is  a  boulder-strewn  plateau  surmounled 
a  ward  tower,  now  in  a  very  dilapidated  stale.  The  view 
m  the  summit  on  a  really  clear  day  rauat  be  a  very  extensive 
e,  but  you  are  rarely  able  to  see  the  whole  of  the  panorama 
It  ought  to  be  visible,  owing  to  mist  or  haze.  The  writer  has 
;ended  it  several  tiaies,  but  has  never  had  a  dear  horizon  all 
md 

On  a  day  when  the  horizon  is  clear  all  round,  you  ou^t  to 
;  Fitful  Head,  Foula,  the  Flugga  Lighthouse,  and  the 
It  Skerries,  and  in  very  clear  weather  Fair  Isle  as  well.  The 
ffs  on  the  southern  side  of  the  erjtrance  to  Rooeness  Voe  are 
ry  picturesque,  and  appear  from  the  number  of  projucling 
ittresses  not  unlike  a  long  line  of  cathedral  stalls.  The  great 
iture  of  the  view  is,  however,  the  enormous  number  of  lochs 
at  are  visible,  not  only  on  the  soulhern  side  of  Rooeness  Voe, 
It  also  scattered  about  the  plateau  on  the  north  side  of  the 
II.  When  satiated  with  the  panorama  of  Shetland,  spread 
it  as  it  were  at  yovir  feet,  you  had  l>etter  make  your  way  to 
e  I'iinks  over  the  Lang  Ayre  on  the  norlh-weslern  side  of 
e  hill,  where  the  brilliant  i)ink  stratification  of  the  chffs  is 
.ry  beautiful.  The  cliffs  arc  very  sloping,  and  on  the  ayre  nr 
.■ach,  some  five  or  six  hundred  feet  below,  close  to  Turls 
lead,  a  large  flock,  of  what  from  their  markings  the  ivrilcr 
jjieves  to  liavc  been  grey  seals,  Halkhicrus  Gn'seiis,  were 
isporling  themselves  when  he  was  there  in  June,  1880, 
here  is  a  very  i)ictiircsc[iie  cluster  of  stacks,  comprising 
le  Gruna  Stack,  Longa  Skerry,  and  I.ittle  Gruna  Stacks, 
inj-  just  north  of  Turls  Head.  From  here,  as  far  as 
laivdadal  Head,  the  cliff  line  is,  although  the  datlfr  is  very 
ansideralilc,  very  beautiful,  and,  with  the  one  exception 
f  Foula,  finer  than  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  islands, 
'rem  Ha-'vdadal  Head  you  had  liettcr  make  your  way  hack 
long  the  northern  .side  of  Birka  \Valer  and  Cluhbi  Shuns  to 
;ooer  Water,  from  the  eastern  corner  of  which  less  than  two 
liles  in  a  south-easterly  direction  will  bring  you  to  the  mouth 
f  Rooer  Hurn.     The  little  valley  which  leads  from  Coli  Firth 
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under  the  Bieurgs  to  North  Rooe  is  a  very  Highbnd  lookir!.' 
little  glen,  and  the  village  of  North  Rooe,  scattered  a^  it  > 
round  the  shores  of  what  was  formerly  known  as  Rurra  Vx 
is  a  very  pretty  sf)ot.  Four  miles  further  over  Ijinchc*tori 
Hill  takes  you  to  the  isle  or  peninsula  of  Fcidebnd  t* 
Fcthaland,  and  on  the  isthmus,  by  which  it  is  joined  to  th* 
mainland,  arc  the  huts  of  the  fishermen,  only  tenanted  dixr?i: 
the  haaf  season,  when,  however,  as  some  thirty  baat«  fc«> 
from  here,  there  is  no  lack  of  life  al>out.  Just  north  of  thr 
wick  is  a  rock  of  klclKT  *  or  steatite,  on  which  countless  jrenen- 
tions  of  fishermen  have  car\'ed  their  names  like  so  nunv 
schooH)o>'s,  though,  unlike  the  latter,  the  fishermen  e%"idtnth 
do  not  consider  it  bad  form  to  "cut  out  "  the  names  of  ihr* 
prcderessors.  l/ocal  tradition  says  that,  the  crrw  of  i 
wrecked  vessel  having  lK*en  buried  close  to,  their  name«  wrst 
<ar\-c(l  on  the  rock,  and  from  that  lime  the  nati\'es  bc;i* 
cutting  their  own.  Klcl>er  is  a  soft  greasy  sort  of  stone,  a^' 
was.  and  jicrhaps  still  is,  largely  used  in  place  of  fiiller's  txr^ 
to  aj)jily  to  excoriations,  bums.  &:c.  From  the  highest  po^- 
of  the  I »t'n insula  (19S  feet)  you  get  a  ver)*  good  \Tew  of  trr 
Ramna  Stacks  and  of  the  coast-line  round  to  the  Isle  c^  I'p- 
Tlicre  arc  several  stacks  on  the  western  and  northern  s^ic*. 
one  of  wliich,  the  Yellow  Stack,  is  a  very  fine  one. 

Mr.  'rhom|>s()n,  of   I^chend,    has  generally  a  l>oat  or  •• 
fishing  for  him  from  Uya  during  the  haaf  season,  and  n«iur.» 
visits  the  station  once  a  week,  and  would  no  doul»t  gladW  r*r 
any  one  who  was  staying  in  his  house  a  cxsi  round  in  hi<  l«>»' 
The  sail  in  fine  weather  is  a  very  i>leasant  one,  and  ahnu:  tK: 
r>ij<is  off  Feideland   you  may  see  a  very  fair  specimen  o?  i 
Shetland  n^ost.     I'ya  has  some  very  [)relty  bits  of  rock  wenn 
in  the  I  )ora  Stack,  and  the  Outer  and  Inner  Nev  Ge<H.  a"-: 
tliough  the  highest   |)oint  of  the  isl.ind  is  only  237  feet,  !^« 
colouring  is  so  rich  that   it  makes  up  for  any  deficierfv  r 
heifjlit.      At  the  station  you  might  leave  the  IkuI  and  *a-^ 
luck  to  l^)chen(l,  but   it  would  he  as  well  to  haiT  a  porkc' 

'  See  ante^  pp.  387-8. 
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compass  with  you,  as,  owing  to  the  imniensc  amount  of  lochs 
and  the  frequent  detours  necessary  in  consequence,  it  would 
be  easier  to  lose  your  way  than  to  regain  it  once  lost.  Another 
caution ;  avoid  stepping  on  very  green  patches,  as  tliey  genet- 
ally  indicate  quagmires,  in  Shetland  called  j/ffAv //arcf.  On  the 
plateau  north  of  Rooeness  Hill  catllc  arc  said  to  be  frequently 
lost  from  this  cause.  In  the  early  summer  months  the  ayre  at 
Lochend  is  a  very  favourite  haunt  of  the  sea-trout,  and,  later  on, 
the  mouth  of  the  Rooer  Burn.  As  long  as  the  men  are  away  at 
the  haaf,  the  fish  are  not  much  disturbed,  but  the  moment  the 
fishing  is  over,  the  mouth  of  the  burn  is  rarely  a  night  during 
spates,  or  at  spring  tides,  without  one,  and  sometimes  even 
thiee  nets,  stretched  across  it  With  foir  play,  Rooer  Water  and 
Clubbi  Shuns  might  be  almost  as  good  sea-trout  lochs  as  any  in 
Scotland  The  brown  trout  in  Rooer  Water  average  not  far  off 
half  a  pound  apiece,  and  in  Birka  Water  considerably  more,  but 
all  through  Nocthmavcn,  somehow,  the  fish  are  anything  but  free 
risers.  The  angler,  however,  on  the  plateau  north  of  Roofncss 
Hill,  as  has  been  before  mentioned,  will  find  lochs  innumerable 
to  explore.  The  little  Loch  of  Huvtcr,  close  to  Lochend,  holds 
some  good  fish,  and  the  loch  of  Flugarth,  near  North  Rooc, 
and  the  Mill  Loch  of  Uya,  are  both  said  to  be  good,  especially 
the  latter.  Sea-trout  are  to  be  picked  uji  off  the  bc.ich,  or 
wading,  at  North  Rooe,  in  Sand  Voe,  and  at  Rooer  Mill,  a  little 
to  the  west  of  Sand  Voe,  where  a  burn  flows  down  from  a  cluster 
of  small  lochs  known  as  the  Sandy  Lochs  and  Mill  Lochs  of 
Sand  Voe,  diont  half  a  mile  nonh  of  Rooer  Water. 


CHAl'TKR  XI.III. 

MLtll.VMi.       THt    XimiH    l-I.I^ 

n/WAM.  Th.  Out  Sk.>iu>.  JV.V.  ,uj  Ftt:ar. 

Is-  full-  «v.illur  tliu  till.  i<.  llilta  Suuiul  .ind  Sock. .;  '.■ 
*lii.rii.-  MiMiiKt  "  i-  tint  MVirinmiiiil.  i>  ;i  M.n- vni.i>:i;ii' ' 
i--iiii.illy  wliiii,  ttv.LiliLT  inTiiiillin^,  nil  hiT  rvlurn  ^l■^l^c  •• 
.u..,i,  n.i;f.il  ri>l.  :Ln.l  lliii,  vtulilf*  yoii  ncl  i.nly  :■■  > 
-.Hk  -.,!.,rv  i!,.,t.  «■.!!!  t!ic  .A.vi.ii..n  '..f  F-iiU  :hi-  r  - 
«,  :,rr-,  -.1.-  -i  k<...u',>"  Mill,  .iii.i  Fitful  Hw.L  :*  -■:;.' 
•  .    :.y:.  ;:;.  .;.>    -  :  t!.,-  kin.]  iu  th^r  M-iniU,  l.u:  ^!m..  :-    - 


SHETLAND.  543 

that  you  have  sailed  round  the  northern  limit  of  the  British 
Isles.  With  atiything  hke  a  hreeze  from  iJie  south-east, 
almost  round  to  the  north-east,  those  at  all  inclined  to  be 
squeamish  had  better  think  twice  about  it,  as  sometimes  there 
is  a  very  nasty  sea  between  Lerwick  and  Whalsay,  and  again 
off  Muness  Point  If  the  southern  entrance  to  Bressay  Sound 
is  a  very  open  one,  the  northern  one  is  about  as  intricate  a 
channel  as  can  be  found,  as  many  a  whaler  has  found  to  her 
cost.  Even  when  you  are  clear  of  the  sound,  it  is  by  no 
means  plain  sailing  to  any  one  not  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  coast,  as  the  number  of  holms,  skerries,  and  baas  that 
Btreich  between  Rovey  Head  and  the  Out  Skerries  is,  as  a 
glance  at  the  chart  will  show  you,  enormous.  After  passing 
■Rovey  Head  you  see  the  Knoll  of  Kibister,  or  Luke's 
Knowe,  so  called  from  a  fisherman  named  Luggie,^  who 
flourished  sometime  in  the  seventeenth  century.  When  the 
weather  was  too  had  for  the  boats  to  proceed  lo  sea,  Luggic 
used  to  come  to  this  headland,  and,  casting  his  line  into  .a 
cleft  in  the  rocks,  catch  what  codlings  or  ling  he  wanted  for 
his  own  use.  This,  however,  was  quite  a  minor  feat,  for 
Luggie,  when  hungry  and  at  sea,  could  at  any  time  bring  U|) 
on  his  line  fish  cither  roast  or  boiled,  whichever  he  desired. 
Of  course,  there  could  he  oniy  one  end  for  such  a  career  as 
this,  and  poor  Liiggie  was  himself  roasted  at  Scalloway.  You 
pass  between  Luggie's  Knowe  and  the  Brethren,  a  nasty 
cluster  of  rocks  barely  above  water,  outside  of  which  is  tht- 
(Irecn  Holm,  a  green  grassy  islet.  From  here  you  steer  for 
the  Mull  of  EswLck,  and  before  coming  abreast  of  the  Isles 
of  Gletness,  pass  outside  the  Unicorn  -  reef.  This  rock  gets  its 
name  from  the  vessel,  in  which  Kirkaldy  of  Gr.inge  was  pur- 
suing Bothwell,  having  been  lost  on  it.  When  Bolhwell  found 
he  was  being  overtaken,  he  caused  his  pilot  to  steer  as  close  to 
the  reef  as  jiossihle,  in  the  hope  of  enticing  Kirkaldy's  craft  on 
:ri   it.     'ihe  stratagem  succeeded;  the  Unkorn  with   full   snil 

'   SidcLiir'-  S»l„Hi  hi-hil.li'  World.  jHJl.cripl  an.nt  Major  Wtir. 
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set  pluiufK'd  hard  and  fast  on  the  rock,  and  Boihwdl  was  Ic:: 
to  s;iil  away  at  liis  leisure.  However,  he  was  not  de^tinui  t^ 
reach  Nor^'ay  without  some  fighting,  as  on  his  way  ihvrc  re 
liad  a  three  hours'  engagement  with  the  I jird  of  'luihUcurx. 
Adam  Bothwell,  the  Bishop  of  Orkney,  who  w^  ■  ± 
Kiikakiy,  on  the  Unicorn  striking,  seems  to  have  lui:  L^ 
head,  as,  clad  in  full  armour,  he  is  said  to  ha\e  ncirv 
swam])ed  tiie  boat  by  his  eagerness  in  getting  into  it  Cr.- 
firth  Voe,  inside  the  Isles  of  Gletness,  was,  on  the  ii:hr>i 
1 2th  of  August,  1879,  the  scene  of  a  very  exciting  "grind.'  A 
large  school  of  ca'ing  whales  having  got  into  that  ad  dt  iA\  i:^ 
were  slain,  which,  however,  as  blubber  ruled  low  at  the  :.2^. 
only  brougiu  their  captors  88/.  Keeping  inside  the  Hu« 
Stack  you  are  soon  abreast  of  the  Mull  of  Eswick,  close  :>} 
which  is  another  Frau  Stack,  of  which  a  similar  legend  is  tL^ 
to  that  concerning  the  stack  of  the  same  name  off  Va\»j  Sik-lz 
So  close  in  fact  is  the  stack  to  the  head  that  it  is  hard,  «^«= 
you  arc  abreast  of  it,  to  Ncitarate  the  one  from  the  uth<^- 
From  here  you  steer  for  the  Hog  of  Neap,  or  Noap  ■.: 
Nesting,  keeping  the  channel  between  Hog  I>land  anii  ::c 
land  open.  Tliis  takes  you  well  dear  of  the  Voders  a  »i.n 
nasty  scries  of  /uhis^  as  sunken  rotks  over  which  the  sra  <  "-• 
breaks  in  bad  weather  are  termed  in  Shetland.  .\  iHranc  mii 
put  on  tliis  reef  some  years  back,  but  owing  to  the  na!u:c  : 
the  rock  soon  i:anie  in  grief;  however,  the  Northern  L*.*- 
Com  mi  sm  loners  either  have  alreadly  buoyed  it  afresh  or  re 
about  to  do  so.  On  the  summit  of  the  Noup  (154  feeti  ]sv^ 
numse  of  Nesting,  verily  a  house  built  upon  a  rock«  hu*.  cac 
wiii<-h  from  its  ]K>sition  must  l)e  ex|K)sed  to  all  the  airts  ci 
wind  that  blow.  On  the  Noup  of  Nesting,  "  Hary  Coin]* 
Tcrsoun  of  Vn|uhart,"  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1506* 
hunted  to  death  by  four  brothers  of  the  name  of  Sinclair,  vboa 
in  some  way  he  h.id  defrauded  of  their  inheritance.  One  of 
tile  brothers,  it  is  said,  not  content  with  sbying  him,  tc?t 
out  liis  still- palpitating  heart  from  his  breast  and  drank  *3e 
blood  from  it.      Such   is   the  local  account.      In   Pitcaim'f 
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Criminal  Trials,  "  Gylbert  Pacok,  seruJtor  to  the  Maisler  of 
Orknay,"  was  "  dilatit  airt  and  pairt  of  (the  slaughter  oQ 
vmq''  Hary  Colvile,"  before  (he  Justice  depute,  7tli  August 
after,  and  sentenced  "  to  be  tane  to  the  marcat  croce  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  his  heid  to  be  strikiii  fra  his  body."  John  Stewart, 
Master  of  Orkney,  probably  out  of  revenge  for  his  own  ireal- 
ment,  appears  to  have  instigated  ihe  crime,  and  was  duly 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  on 
the  14th  day  of  October.  Failing  to  appear  he  "  was  adjugeit 
to  be  denunceit  our  souerane  lordis  rebcll  and  put  to  the 
home,  &c"  This  sentence  was,  however,  soon  taken  off,  as  on 
the  margin  of  the  record  is  written,  "  This  Act,  ordanit  be 
Ma'"  Warrand,  to  be  extinct  and  deleit"  On  the  26th  of  ihc 
same  month  of  October,  Sir  Patrick  Bannatyne,  of  Stenhouse, 
appears  to  have  been  summoned  ;  whilst  "William  Bannatyne 
of  Gairsay,  and  James  Lokie,  wryter  in  Edinburgh,"  were  tried 
for  being  "airt  and  pairt"  in  the  muriler  and  were  acquitted.' 
From  the  Hog  of  Neap  you  cross  the  mouth  of  Dourye  La\a 
Voc,  and,  rounding  Symbisier  Ness,  bring  up  in  a  bay  well 
sheltered  from  easterly  and  southerly  gales. 


Whahay. 

There  is  nothing  much  to  detain  or  intercsl  the  tourist  in 
this  island,  even  if  accommodation  could  be  got.  The  only 
])icturesi|ue  portion  the  writer  has  seen  being  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Symbisier  ISay,  close  to  (he  shores  of  which  is  the 
old  house  of  Symbister,  with  its  waited  garden,  whilst  half-way 
up  the  hill  may  be  seen  the  jiresent  house  of  Symbister,  erected 
some  years  back  by  a  former  projirictor  at  the  enormous 
expense,  according  to  Cowie,"  of  ^30,000.  If  the  builder 
wi>hed  to  saddle  his  posterity  with  a  wjiite  elephant,  he  cer- 
tainly went  the  right  way  .iboul   to  do  it.     The    iron   gales 

1  .Sl'C  I'itcaLrn's  Criminal  Trinh,  vol.  i.  pp.  3S6-3SS.  392-397.  Stc  ;ils  . 
Afpcmlii  O2,  p.  622. 

Co^^ie'^  Giiid/ !o  ShilUii!,  p.  104. 
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intended  for  the  entrance  are  said  to  be  lying  at  the  bo?!-*:: 
of  the  bay,  having  been  lost  whilst  being  transferred  frcn ::« 
vessel,  in  which  they  had  l)oen  Itrought  from  the  south,  to  !Vc 
boat  The  views  from  the  house,  looking  southward,  a.*?, 
under  certain  atinos|)hcric  conditions,  very  lieautifuL  and  <■-- 
more  so  from  the  summit  of  the  hill  Itehind  iL  On  a  ^nu 
holm  in  the  Ixich  of  Huxtcr  (Hau^h  Sitttr)  are  the  renuin*-' 
a  broch,  to  which  access  is  had  by  a  causeway,  and  some»hrt 
on  the  western  side  of  the  island  there  is  said  to  lie  a  rr>  & 
which  affects  the  comjuiss.  Symbister,  however,  if  yoa  c-*. 
manage  to  get  a  boat  there,  is  the  best  |)oint  from  which  :■ 
visit  the  Out  Skerries.  Vou  can  of  course  make  the  trip  froc 
Burravoe,  or  Gossabrough  in  Yell,  but  the  dlMance  to  \.< 
traversed  from  these  i)laces  is  much  greater,  and  the  Whalo 
boatmen  are  constantly  visiting  these  storm-swept  islets  in  li^ 
North  Se:t  On  your  way  there  you  pass  Grief  Skerry,  in  the 
summer  time  u^'d  as  a  haaf  station  bv  the  Whalsav  fishcnncr. 
On  this  HM  k  was  lost,  on  Siuiday,  Septemlnrr  the  17th,  175:. 
the  RuNsian  frigate  Issiaffd}  of  twenty-six  guns  and  ha^w  <-»■ 
bo.ini  I  So  men,  nix  women,  and  three  children,  all  of  whor 
perished,  with  tlie  e\(e]>lion  of  a  constable,  a  cannoneer,  i 
gunner,  and  two  matrosses.  The  ship  is  said  to  have  hcci 
lost  more  through  had  >eamanship  than  liad  weather.  T'< 
five  survivors  were  rescued  from  the  skerrv  bv  bo:'.* 
de>))alc)ieti  to  their  assistance  by  Mr.  Rnicc-Stewart.  the  \r> 
prieior  of  Whalsay.  The  writer  has  either  been  told  or  rtJu 
somewhere,  that  the  Kmpress  Catherine,  to  show  hergratzlock 
to  Mr.  Hruce-Stewart  for  the  hospitality  her  subjects  hk! 
receive<i  at  his  hands,  caused  a  very  handsome  senxe  g( 
china  to  be  made,  with  liis  arms  emblazoned  thereon,  be: 
that  it  was  im])our.del  on  arrival  in  Scotland  by  the  Custcc 
House  authorities  for  dutv. 


SHETLAWn. 


The  Out  Skerries 


consist  of  a  number  of  islets  and  skerries,  of  which  the  three 
largest,  Housay,  Bniray,  and  Grunay  so  overlap  one  another,  that 
from  a  very  Ultle  distance  they  appear  hke  one  island.  Housay 
is  the  western  and  largest  one  of  the  three,  and  its  most  western 
part,  called  Mioness,  is,  on  the  chart,  put  down  as  a  distinct 
islet.  In  reality,  however,  it  is  only  separated  from  the  rest  of 
Housay  by  a  rift  or  canon,  known  as  the  Sleig,  some  seventy  or 
eighty  yards  long,  and  so  precipitous  as  to  be  impassable  to 
any  but  Shetlanders  or  sailors.  The  Ward  Hill  of  Mioness  is 
156  feet,  that  of  Housay  121  feet,  and  of  Bturay  170  feet. 

Grunay  is  the  eastern  one  of  the  three,  and  on  the  Bound 
Skerry,  a  rock  which  lies  on  the  north-eastern  side  of  this 
islet,  is  the  Whalsay  Skerries  Light,  as  it  is  called  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  in  order  to  prevent  con- 
fusion with  Pentland  and  oilier  skerries.  The  residences  and 
storehouses  are  on  Grunay,  ivhich,  with  the  Bound  Skerry,  is 
held  on  999  years'  lease  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Busta  Estate. 
The  harbour  lies  between  Housay,  Bruray,  and  Grunay,  and  is, 
once  you  are  inside,  a  beautifully  sheltered  land-locked  spot. 
In  ii  is  generally  lying  the  lighthouse  cutter,  a  craft  of  fifteen  tons, 
which  brings  the  mails  once  a  week  or  fortnight  from  the  Main- 
l.ind.  The  north  entry  has  a  nasty  baa  on  the  western  side  at 
the  nor!li  end,  .and  ebbs  nearly  dry  in  one  pUce  at  low  water. 
On  the  western  side  of  this  pass.age  a  small  voe  runs  up  into 
Housay,  known  as  Slringa  Voe,  from  which  there  is  a  very 
fertile  little  strath  to  the  West  Voe.  On  ihc  southern  side  of 
this  strath  is  the  schoolhnuse,  and  on  the  northern  the 
church,  in  which  the  school m.isier,  who  is  also  caiechist, 
conducts  worship.  On  the  south-eastern  corner  of  Housay, 
and  the  south-western  one  of  Bniray,  are  the  lodges  of 
ihe  fishermen  who  come  here  to  fish  during  the  summer. 
These    lodges   gave  rise  to  a    fight '  in  the  early  part  of  last 

I  iMhhcn\  S/ullanJ  /slei,p    296, 
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rcntur>%  known  as  "The  Skerry  Fi;4hL"     5>omc  fi-htrrr-tr.    - 
the  Husta  estate  had  one  vear  erected  for  thcm"ielves  a  *■'• :: 
in  jmrsuanre  of  an   old  custom,  since  endopjcd  l\v  an  A-: 
1  Parliament,  which  j»ermitted  hiiildings  to  be  run  up  or.  ■-•"'. 
j^round  tor  fishing  purposes.     This,  the  folhmnng  sumrri?.  :'vi 
occujtied   aj^ain,  and,  evidently  in  the  e\|»ectaiion  *>!*  ^  r  '. 
armed, and  were  iK'sieired  therein  hv  the  Sinclairs. headed  **  '^k  ' 
ladv.     Thou;^h  Hil>l>ert  does  not  mention  what  Sini-!.i:r  :.iT  :.. 
it  was  ]>r()l»al)Iy  the  Sinclairs  of  nrouj:h.     After  a  d.-***.i"«'.    ' 
fire-arms  on  each  side,  Magnus  Flaws,  one  of  the  S:ni'...  r:.-— . 
on  attempting  to  break  in  throui^h  the  roof,  m-as  shi-:  •ii.i': 
the   (liffords,  ujxm  which   the  Sinclairs  at    once   flitJ.  It-*-  ". 
their  chieltainess  in  the  hands  of  theeneniv.      Hililtcr:  rt-   •*' 
that  the  head  of  the  (lifTord  family  was  at  thai  time  s!t».i' '. 
the  iMands,  Init   that    he  did  not  think  it   necessarv  :  ■  *-» 
coi;ni/ance  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  family  deivndants.      \\\  «  ■ 
jirobably,  therefore,  the  creator  of  that  elal>orate  apjara'-* '  " 
mist  hiet-makinu  calle<l  the  **  Society  for  Ke^rulatins;  of  Stn^r'- 
and  Kelormation  of  Manners"     On  one  of  the  i*briS.  •  • 
was  wrecked,   in   1664.  a   I  hitch*   Fast   Indiaman  rallcii   ■"'. 
Citrniihiri,    laden   with  3,000,000  ^'uilders   and  <cveral  » '"c*"- 
of  coined  gold.  When  the  ve'^-el  struck  four  men  were  .il- !'   ' 
the  lo()k-out,  and,  on  the  mast  snapping:  with  the  forre  «  :  *' 
shot  k  and   falling  on  the  shore,  were  in  this  manner  mvi-L:- 
the  vessel  at  on<'e  went  down  with  the  rest  of  the  crew.     \\S" 
she  bn»ke  up,  so  many  ca^ks  of  sjiirils  were  driven  a>hort  v.:' 
evirvone  on  the  islands   was  drunk   for  twentv  cLiv!^     F- 
Morton  rex'ued  ^Jome  of  the  chcst>  of  gold  fn»ni  the  dttr,  ■•-■ 
forgot   t(»  <ay  anything  to  hi^^  sovereign  alK)ut  it.  mhuh  >  Ni-i 
to  have  <le<i<!ed  Charles  the  Second  on  revoking  the  ^-": 
m;*(le  to  the  Morton  family. 

On  ]?ruray,  at  the  head  of  the  harlHiur.  is  a  shop  or  *'  •"? 
o»  <  Ml 'led  bv  the  a^eiu  or  fiictor  of  Messrs.  Adie.  »h'^  -- 
i.K  ksUK-n  «>f  thr  r.M-ita  porti<»n  of  the  i>lands  the  ti>:al  j*  ;--• 
liiHi  of  uhidi,  inchuling  t!ie  t'amilies  of  the  lighlhous<r  kt^;^"^ 
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but  excluding  the  fishennen  who  comt.'  for  thi.'  hsiaf  fishing, 
is  about  150, 

In  very  favourable  seasons  enough  oals  and  bere  can  he 
grown  for  three  months'  consumption,  and  when  one  con- 
siders the  exposed  position  these  very  small  islets  occupy  in 
the  wild  North  Sea  one  wonders  how  any  cereals  at  all  can  be 
got  to  rijten  under  such  climatic  difficuhies.  Peat  has  lo  be 
boated  all  the  way  from  the  Skaw  of  Whalsay,  so  altogether  the 
life  of  the  islanders  can  hardly  be  considered  a  lotos-eating 
existence.  From  the  summit  of  the  Ward  Hiil  of  Bruray  you 
get  a  good  view  of  the  group. 


Yell. 

After  leaving  Symbisler  the  Earl  of  Zitland,  on  her  Nonli 
Isles  trip,  proceeds  up  Whnlsay  Sound,  jxist  I.unna  Head  .iiid 
the  Horse  of  Burravoe,  to  Gossabrough,  which  is  her  first  i)nrt 
of  call  in  this  land  of  vast  Serbonian  bog. 

Extending  some  sixteen  miles  from  north  to  south  Veil  is 
nearly  divided  into  two  islands  in  the  centre  by  Whalefirlh  and 
Refirth  Voes,  the  waters  of  which  are  only  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  not  a  mile  in  breadth.  At 
present  there  is  only  one  road  in  the  island,  extcndini;  from 
Hurravoe  in  the  south  to  CuUavoe  in  the  norih.  This  will, 
however,  soon  be  extended  to  Ulsta,  where  the  nmils  are 
bn.ught  over  Yell  Sound  from  Mossbank.  With  the  extejition 
of  the  Horse  of  liurravoe,  a  semi-detached  rock,  stuck  on  lo  a 
rocky  promontory,  that  makes  a  capital  landmark  for  which  tu 
steer,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island  there  is  nolliing  to 
see.  On  the  western  side  the  coast-line  is  very  low  and 
sandy,  till  you  come  to  the  Noup  of  Gravclnnd,  where  the 
ilills  are  very  fine,  rising  at  one  point  to  375  feet.  ThtTe 
are  some  jireHy  views  from  the  hills  above  Burra  Vou  lookinj; 
across  Ycl!  Sound  and  towards  Whalsay  ;  some  more  fertile, 
than  usual  for  Yell,  spots  about  West  Sandwick  ;  and  one  or 
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two  walks  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  island,  in  the  course 
of  which  some  good  views  of  Unst  may  be  obtained. 

Even  if  there  was  more  to  see  the  accommodation  for  toun^ti 
on  the  island  is  at  ])resent  very  limited.  You  may  get  <|uartcn  i: 
Gossahrough  ;  there  is  a  very  good  lodging-house  at  (lardiestin^ 
in  Mid- Yell,  ke])t  l>y  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pole  ;  and  a  small  bed-roon 
and  sitting-room  might  l>e  got  at  Cullavoe  in  the  houic  ot  Mr. 
I\  M.  Sandison,  the  registrar.  If  wanting  in  scenic  attractions. 
Yell  affords  more  good  sea-trout  ground  than  almost  nf 
portion  of  the  islands,  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  «cn 
much  over-netted.  Still  there  are  one  or  two  places  where  the 
angler  ought  to  be  tolerably  certain  of  some  sjwrt  in  ScpiciaSer 
and  October.  Hamna  Voe,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  i^bnd 
into  which  the  Arisdale  Bum,  the  largest  stream  in  the  i^Luad 
flows,  is  said  by  experts  to  be  ver>'  good ;  the  north-castcn 
j)ortion,  where  a  small  burn  flows  in,  is,  however,  said  to  be  'Jk 
l)est  s])ot,  and  above  it  is  an  a)Te  loch,  for  which  and  thj 
|)<)rtion  of  the  voe  it  is  necessary  to  get  {lermission  from  Mr 
McX^ucen,  of  Hurravoe.  When  the  tide  falls  go  round  to  the 
Licker  Ayre,  a  shingle  beach  on  the  west  side  of  the  *oe.to 
which  the  fi»^h  seem  to  retire  at  low  water.  Ulsta  would  Se 
the  l)est  j)laf:e  to  fish  Hamna  Voe  from,  if  you  could  ge« 
accommodation  at  the  post-oflice,  and  there  is  also  said  to  \< 
some  sea-trout  water  close  to  Ulsta.  From  Mid*VeU  yoa  as 
fish  Vansanselter  Ix>ch  and  Voe,  Refirth,  Whakfirth,  and 
Hasta\'oe.s.  to  say  nothing  of  having  a  lot  of  brown  trout  lochs 
within  reach.  According  to  Munch  '  Keftrth  is  nearly  analojgoa 
to  Whalefirth  (Ilraljjot^r)  ;  the  old  name  of  Refirth  ha^inf 
been  Re\\irfior^r^  from  Rtytsr^  now  called  Ra^  or  Rtf* 
in  Norway  {P/tysftfr  mairoitphalus.  Black-headed  Spemucct 
Whale).  From  Cullavoe  you  can  fish  not  only  the  voe  it«lL 
wlii<'h  is  said  to  hold  very  large  fish  in  the  sex<«n.  but  iIk 
(fUt<-her  Voe  and  Ix)ch,  Ikista  Voe,  and  the  Marepool  at  the 
head  of  (iloup  Voe. 

There  are  several  small  lochs  close  to  Cullavoe,  oneof  whid^ 

*  Mim^irei  dts  Antii^Haim  dm  Nfrd^  lS50-6t,  p.  12^ 
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VI uscra  Water,  is  said  to  hold  fabulously  heavy  brown  trout, 
ind  the  lochs  at  the  head  of  Daheiier  Bum  are  also  said  to  be 
vonh  trying.  The  walk  from  Cullavoe  round  the  coast-line  to 
jloup  not  only  gives  you  some  very  pretty  views  of  the  Blue 
Vlull  and  the  western  coast  of  Unst,  but  also  enables  you  to 
■ee  the  remains  at  Papil  of  the  old  Norse  church,  dedicated 
o  Sl  Olaf,  and  which,  till  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  was 
he  parish  church  of  North  Veil.  The  grave-yard  has  lately 
wen  surrounded  by  a  neat  iron  railing,  showing  a  certain 
(mount  of  reverential  feeling  generally  cons]iicuous  by  tls 
ibsence  in  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland. 

The  church,  to  which  Dryden '  assigns  the  fourteenth  century 
IS  the  probable  date  of  its  erection,  consists  of  Nave  ao  ft 
\  in.  by  14  ft.  lo  in.  inside,  and  Chancel  13  (1.  by  11  ft.  3  in. 
There  is  a  doorway  at  the  west  end  i  ft.  7  in.  wide  by  5  ft.  4  in. 
nigh,  and  another  on  the  south  side  of  the  Nave  1  ft.  9  in.  by 
5  ft.  9  in.,  both  SI [uare- headed.  Over  the  western  gable  is  a 
Dell  col.  All  the  windows  arc  square -headed.  On  the  south 
Mde  of  the  Chancel  is  a  scdilc  4  ft.  7  in.  high,  by  2  ft.  i  in. 
rtide,  and  1  ft.  8  in.  decji,  and  raised  1  ft.  8  in.  off  the  floor. 
On  the  north  side  a  s(|uare-headt;d  recess  3  ft.  4j  in.  by  2  ft,, 
ind  I  ft.  II  in.  recessed,  which  Dryden  supposes  to  have  been 
an  ambry,  though  possibly  an  Easter  Sepulchre. 

Gloup  Voe,  the  principal,  if  not  the  only,  haaf  station  in 
l!ie  i.sland,  is  a  wild,  weirdly  picturesque  spot,  which  at  the 
upper  end  is  closed  in  by  very  steep  hills,  though  of  no  alti- 
tude, which  inclose  what  is  known  as  the  Marcjiool. 

The  haaf  station,  as  al!  such  places  do,  reeks  with  foul 
smells,  and  it  seems  something  wonderful,  thai  the  men  sleeping 
in  the  lodges  in  ihe  midsi  of  ihem  should  esca]>e  with  im|nmily. 

Tbtre  are  a  couple  of  Veil  yarns  that  arc  jierhajis  worth 
relating.  "A  girl  in  the  island  had  been  courted  by  one  of 
the  rcpairing-staff  connected  with  the  te!egra]ih,  and  thinking  he 
bad  neglected  her  for  too  long,  what  does  she  do  but  inflict 
-ome  injury  on  the  insulators  or  something  connected  with 
'  Drjdeu's  l^uimJ  Churchis. 
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them  to  compel  the  faithless  one  to  put  in  an  appcaranrc.'*  I' 
is  not  said  whether  it  proved  the  old  saw  Ira  amantium  am.T 
redintci^iUio  est.  The  other  story  is  rather  of  the  Handy  j4mji 
order.  "  A  gentleman  who  had  a  large  fl(K:k  of  shetp  on  irx 
isle  of  Hascosea,  told  his  shepherd,  a  Ycllite,  one  harti  winter 
to  be  sure  and  see  ihem  put  under  shelter  at  nijihti.  Tr« 
shelter  was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  whole  H<jck  i: 
once,  so  the  man  wishing  to  be  inii>artial  put  them  under  m^r 
in  turns,  with  the  natund  result  of  making  them  so  •  nc^L'  i* 
they  say  in  I^mcashire,  that  the  greater  jiart,  if  not  the  •^.=-c 
of  the  (lock  died  oft*." 

This,  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  picturesque  ifh»i* 
in  the  grouj),  is  unfortunately,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  awi.t. 
utterly  destitute  of  anything  in  the  sha])c  of  lodging-hou<  •' 
t()urist-f|uarters.  Till  some  accommodation  is  provided,  thct 
fore,  the  best  plan  for  any  one  wishing  to  see  the  island  w«t«1*1  \< 
tither  to  get  ferried  across  from  Mid  Yell  to  Krough  I>xL:e.  ct 
else  to  charter  a  boat  for  a  long  summer's  day  from  (lOfsatiruujr 
to  'I'resta,  or  Aith,  at  the  north -western  and  nonh-ca*>trr 
corners  of  the  deej>  Hay  of  Tresta.  The  AortA  /s/rs  stc^inc: 
calls  at  these  places  once  a  fortnight,  and  e%"er}'wcek  at  Wrtwi*' 
Lodge,  <»n  her  way  to  or  from  Halta  5K)und.  That  wrcJ*: 
enable  you  to  land,  but  getting  away  again  might  not  br 
^o  ea\v.  cs]»e<*ially  when  most  of  the  men  are  engaged  ii  the 
haaf  fishing. 

A  broad  rocky  ridge  nins  from  the  south-western  canta  cf 
the  island  as  flir  as  the  Foreland,  presenting  to  Colpive 
Sound  a  wall  of  ro«k  that,  sinking  as  it  goes  northwards,  give»:Sc 
inland  from  that  side  the  apjK'arance  of  a  huge  cetacean.  "R* 
Muithcrn  portion  of  this  ridge  is  known  as  LaiDl>ho|:a.  .i» 
you  ajtproach  it  fn»m('rossabrough  you  see  at  the  south-wester 
(oriKT  a  curious  shajK-'d  nn-k,  which,  from  its  outline,  has  giiee 
the  name  of  the  Riimshom  to  the  point     After  passing  the 


SHETLAND.  553 

Ramshom  you  ccme  to  a  geo,  wliich,  from  being  the  place 
from  which  ihe  Fetlar  people  Kit  the  peals  cut  on  the  headland 
above,  is  known  as  Peat  Gea  This  the  writer  beheves  is  the 
only  spot  where  peat  is  still  to  be  found  on  the  island.  High 
up  on  the  face  of  this  geo  is  a  whitish  patch  conspicuous, 
against  the  dark  rock  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  for  a  long 
distance. 

This  'is  "a  glistening  yellowish -while  "  mineral  or  china  clay 
known  as  Kaolin.  The  vein,  according  to  the  late  Rev,  David 
Webster,  extends  as  far  back  as  Gninie  Geo,  but  Professor 
Heddte  is  rather  sceptical  as  to  this  from  the  strike  of  the 
strata  in  Lambhoga,  though  he  considers  the  mineral  well- 
suited  for  the  manufacture  of  true  porcelain. 

Some  distance  away  from  the  south-west  the  whole  mass  Ot 
Lambhoga  looks  not  unlike  one  of  the  Landseer  hons  in 
Trafalgar  Sciuarc,  but  after  opening  u])  Mou  Wick,  of  which  Peal 
C.L'o  is,  as  it  were,  a  rcress,  and  drawing  closer  into  Mouwick 
HL'sd,  the  outline  changes  into  that  of  a  most  benign  Sphinx. 
A  caviiy  bi:hLnd  tin:  niisi:  represents  the  ear,  whilst  a  projecting 
rock  does  duly  for  the  hind-legs,  and  at  low  water  a  small  reef 
of  rocks  represents  the  fore-legs.  The  face  of  the  rock  is  very 
variegated  and  rich  in  colour,  in  places  a  peacock-bronze  fringed 
below  with  dee])  chocolate  from  the  seaweed.  Tammy  Aeries 
(|jiifiins)  apparently  frequent  this  head,  and  may  breed  here, 
.ind   in  former  day^i  it  w.as  a  favourite  nesting  place  of  the 

The  manse  of  Tresta  is,  uith  the  excci>tion  of  th.-il  of 
Tingwall.  the  nio^t  beautifully  situated  parsonage  in  the  islands, 
and  covered  as  it  is  in  summer  lime  with  wild  trailing  honey- 
suckle, and  surrounded  by  small  elderberry  trees,  has  a  very 
^outh  of  Pcnltand  Firih  look  about  it. 

The  loch,  loo,  close  to  the  manse,  separated  from  the  sea  by 
a  sandy  ayre,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  sleep  Fitchins  Hill, 
and  on  the  north  and  east  by  luxuriant  meadow  ground,  is  one 
uf  the  most  iiitturesciue  spots  in  Shetland.     It  is  not  merely 

I  Mimrol.l'ioil  .W,,-;a-J,,e.  ^o\.  ii,  p.  iiS. 
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beautiful  to  look  at,  but,  if  wooed  in  the  vein,  this  loch,  smili 
as  it  is,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  a  quarter  in 
breadth  at  the  widest  {lart,  should  prove  an  angler's  |jaradisc. 
The  trout,  as  far  as  the  writer  can  jud>;c,  must  run  thrce^]uartcn 
of  a  pound  each,  or  more,  and  like  the  Spiggie  fish  are  penVc 
bars  of  silver.  The  loch  is  partly  glebe,  |)artly  Lady  NichoUor/i 
property.  The  sand  on  the  shores  of  the  loch  is  highly  chiTjicd 
with  black  magnetic  sand,  and  according  to  Mr.  Webster,  bog- 
iron  ore  is  to  be  found  up  the  Dullans,  the  rather  wild  ^alky 
that  stretches  from  Tresta  to  Broiigh.  Near  Odsta«  the  north- 
western point  of  the  island,  is  a  rock  composed  of  scpentine 
so  charged  with  magnetite  that  at  a  knoll  near  Odsta  Poutt  n 
deflects  the  needle  south-west,  and  this,  according  to  Profesfor 
Heddlc,^  is  not  the  s])ot  where  it  is  most  ix)werful.  That  dev 
old  swallower  of  the  marvellous.  Brand,  -  stated  that  in  his  dij 
it  nearly  rendered  the  com]>asses  of  vessels  useless,  when 
navigating  Colgrave  Sound.  How  Brand  would  have  chummtd 
with  Sinbad  the  Sailor  if  they  had  met !  Alx>ut  a  mile  from  the 
loch  brings  you  to  the  Free  C'hurch  Manse  at  Houbie,  dose  to 
which  arc  the  remains  of  a  couple  of  brochs.  When  Montehh' 
wrote,  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  Fetlar  had  one  church 
for  sermons  and  ten  or  eleven  cha]>els. 

When  in  the  island  the  writer  could  only  hear  of  the  sites  of 
four.  One  near  Kirkhouse,  Strand  :  the  second  the  Kirk  ot 
Tafts,  near  Funzic  ;  the  third,  Halliera  Kirk,  near  FeaL  not  tv 
from  the  Free  Manse ;  and  the  fourth  the  Kirk  at  Od«u. 
Halliera  Kirk  was  in  1878  overgrown  with  weeds,  and  a  sheep 
cru,  or  fold,  erected  on  the  site.  Can  this  chapel  have  bees 
dedicated  to  St.  Hilarv? 

From  the  Free  Manse  you  had  letter  make  for  Ailh,  wheie 
Messrs.  Hay  &  Co.'s  manager  has  his  house  and  store.  Br  the 
way,  it  is  possible  a  wayfarer  might  get  accommodation  here  fc( 
a  day  or  so.     From  Aith  strike  across  to  Fun/ie,  whcfc  the 

'   Minerah^cal Maf;^a-'.\nf^  vol.  ii.  p.  227. 
•   Hrand's  Orkn/y  anJ  Zttiand,  &f,,  p.  105. 
'  Sibbald's  ZetlanJ,  p.  70. 
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;es  of  the  fishermen  are  situaled.  The  coast-line  from 
izie  up  to  Strandburgh  Ness,  is,  though  not  anything  very 
it  in  height,  very  rugged,  and  varies  in  colour  from  the 
ost  pure  while  of  Hsevdi  Head  to  the  deep  black  of  Nusta 
s.  Close  to  Helinabretta,  the  Vandela, '  a  Swedish  East 
iiman,  was,  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  lost  with 
ut  ;^32,ooo  in  specie  and  plaleon  board.     About  ^£18,000 

recovered  by  means  of  divers  shortly  before  Low's  visit, 
,  in  calm  weather,  it  ts  said  the  guns  can  still  be  seen  lying 
the  bottom.  Not  far  from  Helinabretta  is  a  curious  little 
ey  or  natural  depression  some  seventy  yards  by  twenty, 
ed  The  Dal  of  Krugel,  in  which  the  sheep  take  refuge  in 
w-storms.     There  is  some  very  fine  rich  pasture  all  along 

side  of  the  island,  very  different  from  the  barren  parched 
iing  herbage  you  see  on  the  Ward  Hill,  where  the  serpentine 
lid  to  exercise  a  deleterious  influence  on  vegetation.  The 
V  from  the  summit  of  the  Vord  or  Ward  Hill  is  very 
d    considering    the    highest    point    of    the    hill    is    only 

feet.  Due  south  you  have  the  Skerries,  as  it  were, 
■ad    out    before    you,    then  Whalsay,  over   which  you    see 

Noil])  of  Noss  and  the  Ward  of  Bressay ;  following 
the  coasi-linc,  when  the  eye  reaches  Mid  Yell  you  see 
summit  of  Rooeness  Hili  showing  over  the  land  of  bog  ; 
;ini,'  north-wesl  you  see  the  Ormes  Head  of  Shetland,  the 
c-  Mull,  which,  though  much  smaller  than  that  fme  W'elsh 
:ll,ind,  is  a  very  fine  hold  rock,  and.  if  it  could  be  moved, 
Id  make  ihe  forlunc  of  m.iny  a  languishing  seaside  resort, 
ighi  north  you  see  the  twins  Saxevord  and  Hermaness  as 
landing  sentinel  over  the  wild  North  Sea.  There  is  a 
e  circle  of  earth  and  stones  laid  flat,  and  surrounding  a 
II  ciuiral  circular  mmiihis  just  north  of  the  remains  of 
old  ward  lower,  and  another  smaller  circle  on  its  southern 
North  ayain  are  the  remains  of  another  tower.  .A 
i  distance  from  the  summit  to  the  north-east  you  come 
:he    Kast  Ncaii,    a     rani^e  of  Clio's,  nearly,    if  not    quite, 

'    Low's  y^ur,  11.   170. 
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r-'. 


400    feet   in    height,    that    terminate    in    a    very   fine    { 

jecling    headland     known    as    the    Clett.       A    gocni     r:u-. 

Richardson's  Skuas  breed  here  and  in   North   Yell,  ani!  > 

generally  see,  till  they  migrate,  a  few  pair  cruising  aUnit  •  " 

the  Vord  or  Ward  Hill,  which  also  seems  plentifully  siwkr 

with  golden  plover.     Otters  are  said  to  abound  amongft  iK 

geos  alK)ut  Funzie,  and  seals  to  l)e  fairly  plentiful  about  I'r: 

Linga,   on   the    north-west   side.      Fetlar    has    always  ber 

celebrated    for   its    ponies,  prolably  owing    to   the    genavA* 

food    to   l)e  got   in    some    of   the   limestone   bonomSh  aft- 

Sir  Arthur   Nicolson   introduced  Arab,  or  Uarb  blood,  iOiDc 

forty    years   or   so   back.      Some    people    say    he    turned  : 

Mustang  stallion,  that,  at  one   time,  had  been  the  fiivourfc 

charger  of  lk>livar,  of  South  .-Vmerican  renown,  loose ;  othtr« 

that  he  inii>orted  a  regular  Arab  sire.     Wherever  they  p:t  :' 

from,  there  is  no  doubt  the  Fetlar  f)onies  arc  very  fine  animi* 

though  it  is  said  their  tenijjcr  has  not  been  improved  bv  tS: 

new  strain.     When  Ix)w '  was  in  the  islands  the  pojiulai;- ■r.   • 

Fetlar  was  alunit  600:   in  1871,  517;  and  in    iSSi.  437.    !- 

176S  a  submarine  shock  is  supiK>»ied  to  have  taken  pbri-  -^r>: 

where  not  far  off,  as  fish  of  all  classes  and  sizes,  amon;;''!  :'"■- ' 

conger  eels  seven  feet  long,  were  driven  ashore  along  the  »*  *>' 

and  the  sea  in  the  Kiys  and  outside  was  for  eight  days  •*>  Vj  • 

and  muddy,  that  the  fishermen,  when  hauling  h.iddock«  i«. -u 

not  see  the  fish  till  thev  were  lifted  out  of  the  water. 

*   Ij>w'>  7i»//r,  p.  174. 


■t-WM*(  iU^'"     " 


CHAPTER  XI.IV. 


SHICILANU.  — THE   NORTH    iSLES-  {o'!l/il!!ICii). 

I  ->.-st. 

'I'hf-  most  nortliern  of  the  Brilisli  Isks,  Unst,  the  Oriiyst  w 
r.nics  Nt-st  of  the  Norsemen,  is,  laku  it  all  rouml,  bar  Foiila, 
the  most  rharming  island  in  the  Orkneys  or  Shetland,  inttr- 
t'^ting,  not  only  to  the  traveller  in  search  of  grand  bold  cliff- 
scenery,  Inil  aho  to  the  ornithologist,  the  niiniTalogist.  and,  in 
;i  lesser  decree,  to  the  ecclesioloi;isL  Professor  Heddie,  in  the 
J//fi,-r,t/<>xwc.i/  Jf<i.i:a^!>i<:  for  Ap"'.  1S7S,  says:  "There  is  no 
county  in  Scotland  which  ]iresents  its  with  so  many  varieties 
of  rock  as  Shetland ;  and  there  is  no  one  of  the  islands  which 
has  so  many  of  these  uqiially  condensed  in  sii.ice  as  Unst ;  and 
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as  the  points  of  junction  of  difTercnt  strata  are  one  of  :"-? 
richest  fields  for  minerals,  Un^t,  therefore  should  yield  irioc 
abundantly." 

Measuring  some  eleven  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  •::.* 
average  breadth  from  east  to  west  of  four   miles,   l*n>!  cir 
show,  not  only  coast-scener>'  of  the  wildest  and  grandot  knc 
but  also  some  verdant  straths  and  luscious  meadows  vorri 
almost  of  that  isle  which  its  inhal)itants  proudly  dcnomira:c 
the  (larden  of  Kngland.    On  the  south-east  and  east  the  «horc« 
from  Uya  Sound  round  to  Balta  sloi^e  gently  down  to  the  vrj 
from   Ikilta  round  to    Xewgord  on  the  south-west  you  h^w. 
except  where  indented  by  bays,  about  as  wild  a  coodt-line  i* 
you  could  wish  to  see ;  and  in  the  Blue  Mull  you  Dnd  a  nne. 
and  ap])arently  isolated,  headland,  which,  light-blue  in  cuKk:: 
glistens   brightly  in   sunlight   from   the  scales  of  mica,  «.:.' 
whi(  h  its  surface  is  studded.     A  valley  runs  almost  the  vK.\c 
way  from  Hurra  Fjord  on  the  north  to  the  Wick  of  Belmon:  v< 
the  south,  a  slight  watershed,  to  the  south  of  Loch  UV.ltft. 
being  the  only  break.      The  total  ])o]>ulation  of  the  inland  \} 
the  last  census  was  1,153,  showing  a  decrease  of  173  in  the  li>^ 
ten  years.      In  Low's  day  the  population  was  about  i,i>oa     T*< 
<"hief  centres  are  l\va  Sound,  Halta  Sound,  and  Harold!»  Wji^. 
of  which  Halta  Sound  may  be  consideretl  the  most  iir.|orur*- 
I'nst  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  picturesque  islands  of  :rc 
grouj*,   it  is  "also  one  of  the  most  thriving,  if  not   the  iix»; 
thriving,    districts    in    Shetland,    rejoicing    in   an   agnculturl 
society  of  its  own,  which  holds  a  prize  meeting  e\'cry  autuxnr.. 
at  which  cattle  and  sheep  are  shown,  that  would  not  he  out  o: 
pLi<  e  at  similar  meetings  of   much  greater  pretension  m  lSc 
M)uth.       The  natural  advantages  of  the  island  of  course  will 
account  for  a  good  deal   of  its  pros|)enty,  but  some  at  least 
must  be  <Te(lited  to  the  Kdmondstons  of  Buness,than  whom  t>o 
r'amilirs  in  eitlu-r  the   Orkneys  or  Shetland  have  done  ©oct 
for  the  well-being  and    impr(>vement  of  those   around  then. 
Arthur  l^dniondston,  who>e  work  on  the  isbnds,  {Hiblishcd  ovc; 
seventy  years  au'n,  conveyed  the  l)est  description  of  the  modecC 
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life  and  suTTOunding;s  of  his  countrymen,  which  had  up  to  that 
time  appeared,  was  at  one  dnie  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  and 
afterwards  for  some  years  in  practice  at  Lerwick,  His  youngest 
brother.  Dr.  Laurence  Edmondston,  twenty  years  hts  junior, 
died  in  March,  1879,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eiglity-four,  A  great 
contributor  to  the  Memoirs  of  the  Wernerian  Natural  History 
Society,  Laurence  Edmondston  was  the  first  to  recognise  the 
Snowy  Owl,  and  the  CJIaucous,  Ivory,  and  Iceland  Gulls,  ns 
members  of  the  British  Fauna.  Thomas  Edmondston,  the 
eldest  son  of  Laurence,  who  published  the  only  complete 
Flora  of  the  islands  that  has  as  yet  appeared,  after  being  elected 
Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  Glasgow  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  was  accidentally  killed  whilst  engaged  as  naturalist 
on  (he  Herald  in  the  Pacific  surveying  expedition.  A  nephew 
of  Laurence  Edmondston,  another  Thomas  Edmondston,  the 
late  proprietor  of  Buness,  compiled  (he  only  glossary  in  ex- 
istence of  the  Orcadian  and  Shetland  dialects.  By  a  third 
Thomas  Edmondston,  the  brother  of  Arthur  and  I-iurence, 
Biot,  the  French  savant,  was  hospitably  entertained  at  Buness 
in  1817,  when  engaged  in  determining  the  length  of  the 
second's  pendulum,  and  in  the  following  year  Captain  Kater, 
who  was  also  engaged  on  the  same  subject,  succeeded  him. 
Biot  was  greatly  struck  by  the  freedom  these  northern  regions 
enjoyed  from  the  huriylmrly  of  life  that  the  Continent  had  so 
long  exhibited,  and  speaking  of  his  Shetland  experiences  in  his 
journal  ^  says  ; — 

"  EJuring  the  twenty-five  years  in  which  Europe  was 
devouring  herself,  the  sound  of  a  drum  had  not  been  heard 
in  Unst,  scarcely  in  Lerwick  ;  during  twenty-five  years  thi; 
door  of  the  house  I  inhabited  had  remained  opened  day  and 
night.  In  all  this  interval  of  time,  neither  conscri|ition  nor 
press-gang  had  troubled  or  afflicted  the  poor  but  tranquil  in- 
habitants of  this  little  isle.  The  numerous  reefs  which  surround 
it  and  which  render  it  acccssihle  only  at  favourable  seasons, 
serve  them  for  defence  against  privateers  in  time  of  war ;  and 

J    Wilson's  Voyage  in  1S41  rmml  Ihs  Coasis  of  SeellanJ,  vol.  ii.  p.  312. 
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what  is  it  that  j)rivaleers  would  come  to  seek  for?     I:*  trcr*' 
were  only  trees  and  sun,  no  residence  could  l)c  mcire  i»li:a«^r! 
but  if  there  were  trees  and  sun  everylKxly  would  wl^h  :.j  ., 
thither,  and  peace  would  exist  no  longer." 

By  the  way,  if  Biol  was  riyht  al)Out  Unst  ha>in^  Krr.  n 
empt  from  the  vi>iis  of  the  j»ress-gang,  it  was  rcn.^:^..  .. 
fortunate,  as  Arthur  Kdmondston,^  who  had  written  in  i^Ci 
only  eight  years  previous  to  Biot's  visit,  complained  li.:ur!;.  " 
the  system  and  said  : 

"Some  have  i>erished  in  the  rocks  in  their  attin-.;:-  : 
escape  from  this  dreaded  severity,  and  others  ha\c  \\.\\\  ::•.  • 
healtli  irrevocably  ruined  by  watching  and  cxj^o-^urc  i:  .r.-. 
inclement  weather.  The  i>anic  is  not  confined  to  the  >• -"• 
and  the  active,  its  symi)athetic  intluence  extends  even  t-i  !•: 
men  and  boys,  and  the  appearance  of  a  l)oat  resembling  ::-: 
of  the  imj)ress  service,  is  taken  as  a  signal  for  a  general  r!:^""'- 
And  not  wiilu>ut  reason,  for  often  while  celebratinj:  with  :r.r.- 
cent  and  unsu>]»ecling  mirth  the  wedding  of  some  youth :.^ 
pair,  or  en^a^^ed  in  the  usual  amusements  of  a  winter  r.  .;"**- 
the  harmony  of  the  scene  has  been  rudely  terminated  l»v  :*r 
sudden  a])j)earance  of  a  press-gang,  and  their  victims  dra^tii 
amidol  tears  and  lamentations,  to  the  general  rende/vriu*.^" 

H(»\v  enormouN,  conNidering  the  total  |»opuLition  ff  tr^ 
iNJands  did  not  at  that  time  much  exceed  22.000,  a  numtvr  i' 
seamen  Slietland  sup]»lied  to  the  Royal  Navy  during  the  li"* 
French  u.ir  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  between  1703^*.^ 
I  Sc  1 ,  1 ,  1 00  were  enlisted  at  1  A.*rwick  for  the  na\y,  and  that  •h<r 
Kdmon(K{on  wrote  «»\er  3,000  were  actually  ser\'ing.  If  Frtix.* 
|)rivaleer>  did  ni»t  molest  the  Shetland  Isles  much  in  the  u>s  *4r 
it  w.iN  i.nibal'lv  becau>-e  ihev  found  l)etler  tish  to  fn*  elsewhere. one 
in  former  wars  they  ceriainlv  were  not  deterred  bv  the  retrNix 
adorditij  lo  native  accounis  their  crews  arc  credited  »:th  ih< 
liestriK  tif-n  «)f  several  of  the  old  chapels  that  were  ^o  nuTeros^ 
toniierly.  ;nul,  a>   lia^  already  been  mentioned.-  actualiy  ir.ce 

'   r..lni<tnil-iou's /,-//ii«j  A/.jw.//,  vol.  ii.  p.  tS. 
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rarried    away   the   daughter   of    (he    minister   of    Unst    from 
Norwick. 

In  spite  of  Biol's  assertion,  the  sun  does  shine  now  and  then 
in  Unst;  and  Balta  Sound  on  a  calm  summer's  evening  with 
its  unruffled  surface  reflecting  the  purple  glories  of  sunset,  and 
its  serpentine  hills  with  their  chrome-coloured  slopes  bathed 
in  one  vast  flood  of  golden  hues,  is  a  Turneresijue  study  in 
colours,  that  has  to  be  seen  to  be  thoroughly  realised.  At  the 
head  of  this  grand  land-locked  harbour  is  situated  the  very 
scattered  village  of  Balta  Sound.  Buness  is  on  the  north  side 
of  the  harbour,  and  in  the  garden  a  stone  has  been  erected  to 
commemorate  the  stay  there  of  the  French  savants.  A  little 
to  the  west  of  Buness  is  Halligarth,  for  years  the  residence  of 
I^urence  Edmondston,  around  which  are  the  trees  he  planted 
and  was  so  proud  of  as  evidencing  whai  might  be  done  in  the 
way  of  arboriculture  in  the  far  north.  Many  birds  hitherto 
sujiiwsed  lo  have  been  unknown  in  Shetland  were  discovered 
in  the  gardens  at  Halligarth  both  by  Laurence  Edmondston  and 
his  son-in-law,  the  late  Dr.  Savliy,  whose  ornithological  tastes 
had  first  brought  him  lo  Shetland.  At  the  very  head  of  the 
\oe  is  Mrs.  Hunter's  lodging-house,  a  wonderfully  good  ])lace 
of  its  kind,  hut  unfortunately  having  lar  too  limited  accommo- 
dation for  ihe  swarms  who  at  times  descend  on  it  from  the 
^teame^.  As  there  is  a  telegraph  station  here  you  can  always 
a-icerlain  whether  you  can  get  accommodation  before  leaving 
i^nvick.  There  is  said  to  be  very  good  sca-lrout  ground  at 
the  head  of  the  harlxiur  where  the  bum  flows  in,  and  in  July, 
1S7.S,  sea-trout  were  being  killed  with  fly  as  far  down  ^is 
Hamar.  The  little,  long,  rocky,  and  sandy  isle  of  Balta, 
which  in  shajte  i'i  not  unlike  some  of  the  clubs  to  be  seen  in 
museums  that  have  been   brought  from  cannibal  isles  in  the 

ihe  sunset  eflecis  to  be  gained  from  it.  You  should,  however, 
get  permission  to  land  there  from  Mr.  lidmund.sion,  of  Ordale. 
.\lthough  of  no  great  height,  the  highest  i)oint  on  tlie  isle 
l.eing  only  143  feel,  ihe  eastern  side  is  perfectly  serraied  with 


562  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

picturesque  gcos  by  the  constant  attacks  of  the  wild  Nor'r- 
Sea,  which  is  slowly  hut  surely  eating  its  way  through. 

In  the  centre  of  the  island  near  the  landing-place  on  tr^ 
west  side  may  still  i)e  traceii  the  ^rass-grown  foundation^  < : 
St.  Sunnifa's  chai>el.     It  has  never  l>een  planned,  and  as  xu 
as  the  writer  could  jud^e  from  the  numerous  traces  of  hu;Iii.nr^ 
all  round,  it  is  not  improhahle  there  has  lK*en  at  one  time  a 
regular  monastic  establishment  there.      St.  Sunnifx.  V.M..  if  ■ 
cording  to  the  Scandinavian  legends,*  was  the  daughter  di  ir. 
Irish  king  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the  tenth  ccn'un 
A  Viking  fell  in  love  with  her,  and,  l>ecause  her  father  hesitaioi 
about  accepting  him  as  a  suitor  for  his  daughter's  hand,  kc:; 
on   harrjMng  his  proposed  father-in-law's  territories.     Sur.r.::i. 
tiierefore,  to  save  her  <*ountry,  set  sail  from  the  isle  of  sainu  r 
company  with   her  brother  All)an  and  a  shij)  full  of  vir^Jiv 
Sailing  away  east  they  eventually  landed  on  the  island  of  Scl;a. 
otF  the  Norwegian  coast,  where  they  lived  upon  fish.      Tr.n 
islanil  was  used  as  a  sutcr^  or  summer  |)asture  for  their  cattle. 
by  the    inhabitants   of   the    adjacent   mainland,    who.  set::. 
Sunnila  and  her  comjtanions  moving  alx>ut  on  the  isle,  toe 
thi*m  for  pirates  andaj>plied  to  King  Hikon  for  an  anuc-d  K»rti 
to  dislodge  them. 

On  this  force  landin;:  the  saint  and  her  com|janions  fled  .r: 
a   cave,    whereupon    the   nnk   closed   over    them.      In  tu: 
Try^igvi's  son's  reign  a  farmer  found  a  head  surrounded  h>  i 
pliosjihorescent  halo  and  took  it   to  the  king,  who  caused  « 
search  to  be  made,  which   resulted  in  the  discoverv  of  aa^t 
full  of  bone*^.     On  tliese  bones  l)eing  found  Olaf  caused  t« 
clvnhes    to   be   erec  te<i    on    tlie    s|k)1,   i>nc  dedicateti  l^  N 
Siinnila  and  the  other  to  St.  Alban.      Riring  (rtmid  is  cvjocn:* 
of  opinicni  St.  Sunnifa  is  a  bogus  s*irt  <»f  saint  and  consider*  "£< 
whnle  iiventl  a   S<\in<linavian    versidn  of  St.    Ursula  xy^  *^< 
KU  \  ui'l  1.1  III -a :'..':  Vi'^..  :>.      I'p.si  was  remarkablv  rich  in  i  hi;*..* 
:!i  ft^rnu-r  tinRs.  nt»  Un>  than  twentv  two  or  twentv-threv  L:^  :^ 
Ivrn  kmmM  t«>  rxi'-t  en  the  main  island  and  an  additi^Tj.! -.r^ 

'    IJr.ii:!:^  (Iiu!i'"-  /::>•-  'f  the  Sain'  ,  voL  ril,  p.    19^ 
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on  the  small  isle  ot  Uya.  Four  of  these  have  been  planned 
by  Mr.  J,  T.  Irvine  and  are  described  in  Drydin's  Ruimd 
Churches,  Norwick,  Kirkaby,  Colvidale,  and  Uya.  Colvidale 
is  about  three  miles  or  less  from  Balta  Sound.  Only  a  few 
very  small  fragments  of  the  wall  were  slil!  standing  when  it 
was  planned  in  1863,  but  sutScient  remained  to  show  that  the 
Nave  measured  is  ft,  by  11  ft  inside;  and  the  Chancel,  7  fl. 
9  in.  by  7  ft  6  in. ;  that  the  Chancel  arch  was  equal  in 
width  to  the  Chancel,  and  that  the  door  was  probably  at  the 
west  end.  A  mile  or  so  south  of  Colvidale,  in  the  graveyard 
of  Sandwick,  are  the  ruins  of  a  Post -Reformation  Church, 
measuring,  as  well  as  the  writer  could  make  it,  47  ft  8  in. 
by  ti  f^.  5  in.  Mr.  Irvine  saw  some  keel-shaped  slabs 
placed  horizontally  as  tombstones,  also  some  upright  stones 
nearly  rectangular,  with  crosses  incised  on  them  in  this  grave- 
vard  ;  and  they  may  be  there  still ;  but  when  the  writer  was 
there,  the  yard  was  w.iist-decj)  in  weeds.  From  Sandwick  a 
mile  of  tolerably  e:isy  walking  brings  you  to  Muncss  Casilc, 
erected  by  that  Lnurcnci;  llnicu,  or  Urus  as  the  name  was  then 
spelt,  of  Culimalundie,  who  so  ably  aided  his  bastard  brother. 
Lord  Robert  Stewart,  in  slressiuH  the  Odallers.  l.aurcme 
ISruce,  on  being  aj)]Joinled  Fond  of  Zetland,  in  1571,  came 
north,  leaving  his  eldest  son  behind  him  to  look  after  llie 
Perthshire  est.atc,  but  bringing  with  him  his  second  son  Andrew, 
iho  ancestor  of  ihc  Muness  IJruces,  who  became  e\linrl  in 
:he  last  renlnry. 

It  is  said  that  Laurence  I'.tuce  had  been  compelled  lo  leave 
Perthshire  from  having  had  ilie  misfortune  to  slay  his  <)]>|«>rent 
in  .1  hrawl.  Willi  him  also  came  William  Bruce  his  "  nevoi  "  aM 
"  follower,"  who  got  a  grant  of  the  estates  of  Symlii-.ler  ari-1 
.Sumhurgh,  and  frnin  whom  Mr.  liruce,  of  Sumburgh,  ilie  heail 
of  tlie  Orkney  and  Slielland  llrures.  is  lineally  .lescended. 

The  castle  e<,nsisis  of  a  imrallelogram  measuring  73  fi.  fn)m 
.S.1-:.  to  N.W..  and  26  ft.  from  S.W.  to  N.l^.;  and  hnvinj.'  at 
ihe  soulhern  angle  a  circular  t.iwer  attached,  of  15  ft.  5  in.  in 
iliamctcr,   and   at  thu   nnrtlurTi   aii-'le   .inolher   lower  of   la  ft. 
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6  in.  in  diameter;  whilst  at  the  western  and  eastern  an^'c^ 
circular  turrets  are  corbelled  out  in  the  Scotch  fashion.  The 
doorway  is  on  the  south-western  side  and  not  far  from  the 
southern  tower.  Above  the  doorway  can  still  be  seen,  ©ofc 
or  less  weather-worn,  the  following  inscription  : — 

"  List  ye  to  knaw  this  building  quha  began 
Ijiurence  the  bnice  he  u.xs  that  worthy  man 
(Juha  erne^tlie  hi>  airis  and  af^pring  pray  w 
1*0  help  and  ujt  to  hurt  this  York  aluay  is. 

THE  ZEIR   OF   con  C   ICoS." 

Entering  through  the  d<x)r,  on  your  right  hand,  is  the  grxr^i 
staircase  to  the  first  floor ;  facing  you  is  the  entrance  to  th^ 
passage  leading  to  the  apartment  at  the  south-eastern  end,  trca 
which  a  back  stair  leads  up  to  the  first  floor,  and  access  is  hi<i 
to  the  lower  chamber  of  the  southern  tower.  Along  the  south 
western  side  runs  a  i)assaL;e,  into  which  opens  a  couple  c-t 
chaml)ers,  and  at  the  further  end  of  which  you  enter  tK* 
kitchen,  of  which  the  fire  place  is  11  ft.  i  in.  wide  by  j  n. 
9^  in.  deep.  At  the  back  of  the  fireplace  in  one  comer  b  a 
circular  oven,  and  from  the  northern  comer  of  the  kitchen  roc 
enter  the  ground  chamber  of  the  northem  to«'er.  All  the 
ground  floor  is  vaulted,  i)assages  and  apartments. 

Ascending  the  grand  staircase  you  enter  the  Great  HilL 
2S  ft.  3  in.  by  19  ft.  2!  in.  on  the  south-eastern  side,  froa 
the  southern  and  eastern  corners  of  which  access  is  had  to 
the  other  two  apartments  on  this  floor  of  the  main  boildm^ 
and  from  them  to  the  octagonal  rooms  in  the  tower.  Abort 
this  story  was  another  from  which  you  entered  the  corbdkti 
turrets,  and  above  the  second  floor  attics.  The  Munesi  Brooes 
became  extinct  some  lime  last  centur)%  and  probably  thecifde 
has  not  been  o<*cupied  since.  Even  when  Low  was  in  the 
islands  in  1774  it  was  rootless.  Sir  Henr}*  Dryden  has  kin£T 
<  ailed  the  writer's  attention  to  the  fact  that  Noltland,  Scalloivat. 
and  Muness  castles  have  many  characteristics  in  comnx>n:~ 

That  they  each  consist  of  a  ixirallelogram  with  a  rectangular  or 
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circular  tower  at  one  or  two  of  its  angles,  lo  which  are  added, 
in  Muness  and  Scalloway,  corbelled  turrets  at  the  other  angles  ; 
that  they  have  one  entrance,  which  opens  towards  the  south, 
south-west,  or  south-east;  that  the  ground-floor  is  vaulted, 
contains  offices,  has  very  small  windows,  and  is  loop-holed 
for  musketry. 

In  Scalloway  there  is  only  one  stair  which  originates  near 
the  entrance,  and  radiates  from  a  newel. 

In  Noltland  and  Muness,  besides  this  main  stair  near  the 
entrance,  there  is  a  smaller  one  not  round  a  neweL 

That  in  Noltland  and  Scalloway  is  a  well,  and  that  probably 
there  is  one  in  Muness  also,  though  now  hidden  by  rubbish. 

That  the  principal  rooms  are  on  the  first  floor  (over  the 
vault),  a  large  hall  being  the  main  apartment.  That  the  stair- 
foot,  being  near  the  entrance,  gave  easy  access  from  outside  to 
the  chief  rooms.  That  above  the  tier  of  principal  apartments 
was  a  second  tier,  and  ovur  that  attics — in  all  four  sloriL-s. 
That  the  roofs  were  covered  by  ridged  roofs,  roofs  slated,  witli 
a  wide  pas>iage  between  the  eaves  and  parapets. 

The  door-knocker  of  Muness,  which  was  presented  by  the 
late  Mr.  Thomas  Mouat,  of  Garth,  lo  the  father  of  the  present 
Mr.  Rruce,  of  Siimlmrgh,  and  which  is  now  at  Sandlodgo,' 
"  measures  iij  inches  by  7  inches,  and  appears  lo  have  been 
cast  in  brass  or  bronM,  and  the  arms  and  lettering  to  have 
l>cen  afterwards  engraved  with  a  tool.  The  knocker  plate  is  in 
the  form  of  an  armorial  shield,  with  helmet,  crest,  and  maniling, 
the  helmet  being  ingeniously  contrived  to  form  the  hinge  fur 
the  knocker,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  dolphin.  The  shield 
bears  the  arms  of  Grey  and  Dnice  quarterly,  above  the  helmet 
is  the  crest,  a  hand  holding  a  heart  between  two  wings,  and 
within  the  shield  is  engraved  the  motto,  '  Omnia  Vincit  .Amor,' 
and  the  name  Andro  Crus."  On  the  way  from  Muness  Castle 
to  the  village  of  Uya  you  pass  a  remarkably  fine  standing 
stone  on  a  height  overlooking  the  bay.  Not  far  from  this 
standing   stone    some   armour   in  a   very   oxidised    stale    was 

'   Pro.-.  S.OU  Am.  vol.    XV.  p.  95. 
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found  some  few  years  back«  Unst  was  formerly  vcr\'  rich  ;r 
grave  mounds,  and  m  1865  Dr.  James  Hunt,*  I*rc*idcni  t< 
the  Anthro[)ological  Society,  was  sent  up  on  behalf  ot  the 
Society,  in  consetjuence  of  some  kist  vaens  of  chl»>r.tx 
schist  having  been  found  under  the  Muckle  Hcyoa^  rxr 
lialta  Sound,  to  prosecute  inijuiries  on  the  spot  He  tV-urrtl 
however,  that  a  zealous  local  Wesleyan  preacher,  **m-h«»Kj'i 
been  more  successful  as  a  *  revivalist '  than  (to  judge  from  ihc 
results  of  his  self-imposed  labours)  as  a  scientitic  invc^lviti-r." 
had  been  ransacking  all  the  Iwirrows  for  upwards  of  tK:r:\ 
years,  selling  his  finds  he  knew  not  where;  some  t<»  a  "Sw>' 
gentleman,"  others  **  to  a  gentleman  in  England  who  i'*  r.-» 
dead."  The  Goth  pleaded  in  defence  of  his  vandall^m  "t'r-i* 
no  one  in  the  island  cared  about  these  things  but  hirnvrlt'.  ar/i 
that  he  had  not  got  enough  to  jxiy  for  his  labour."  Thu>  wi* 
one  of  the  finest  fields  for  the  trained  elucidator  of  prehistorc 
lore  mined  by  one,  who  had  better  have  stuck  to  his  tut 
There  is  a  little,  very  little,  liKh,  Scatta  Water,  close  to  l"yi 
Sound,  into  which  sea  trout  are  said  to  run  late  on  in  the 
season,  and  the  ay  re,  or  beach,  on  the  west  side  of  the  s**Lr*: 
aflfords  some  s\\ot\  at  time.% 

The  chapel  -  on  the  isle  of  Uya  consists  of  a  Nave  16  r 
9  in.  by  13  ft.  inside,  with  walls  from  6  ft  to  7  IL  6  :r 
in  height  still  standing.  At  the  east  end  is  an  arch  formed  t^ 
overlaj)i>ing  stones,  as  in  the  case  of  the  roofs  of  the  duit- 
bers  of  the  brochs.  It  is  2  ft  2  in.  wide,  "'with  poralkl 
unrebated  jambs,  and  a  semicircular  head,  with  simple  uc- 
mouUled  jirojections  for  caps."  At  the  west  end  of  the  Xa^c 
is  a  ruder  arch  2  ft.  6  in.  in  width,  but  without  caps  an^ 
above  which,  6  ft.  4  in.  of  the  gable  was  standing  when  i: 
was  planned  in  1855.  Through  this  arch  is  an  apartmen: 
^e•^enlbli^g  a  Chancel  10  ft.  east  and  west,  by  10  ft.  s  nt 
north  and  south,  and  of  which  9  ft.  6  in.  of  the  west  gabic 
was  starulinLi.     In  tlie  .south  wall  of  the  Nave  a  rough  stooc 

'  .'A /'.•■//•..  i^f  Anthrsypohi^Lal  Ss.KU''y\  vol.  ii.  pp.  294*547. 
-   I>r)acir>  Kuiiud  C hurt  ha. 
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stoun  has  bi.in  built  m  The  building  is  a  puzzk  bui  un 
the  wholly  Drjden  is  of  opinion  that  a  Channel  txisted  at  one 
time  ol  which  the  opening  at  the  tist  end  was  the  iri.h  and 
that  the  building  at  the  west  t-nd  his  been  added  at  a 
later  penod  In  the  churchyard  m  1855  were  some  rudt. 
slone  coffins. 

Due  west  of  Uya  Sound  are  the  Lochs  of  Stour^l  and 
Belmont  The  latttr,  sometimes  called  the  Loch  of  Snaira 
Voe  used  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Shetland,  but  some  years 
-igo  Major  Cnmeron,  ol  Garth  who  owns  the  greater  portion 
of  the  loch,  deepened  and  cleared  out  thL  stream  leading  to 
the  voe-head,  since  which  it  is  said  the  fishing  has  fallen 
off  The  trout  are  a  beautiful  kvel  lot  of  fis-h  five  the  writer 
taught  a  few  jears  back  weighed  fue  pounds  all  but  an  ounce 
and  mere  ill  of  t  size  ind  ib  s  hery  almost  as  salmon  in  salt 
water  1  he  lorh  i^  now  s.tr  ctl>  jireserved  by  Mijor  Cimeron 
md  Lord  Zedind  It  is  howL\er  i  heart  breik  nj,  loth  I  > 
lish  so  d  >ur  ire  ihe  fi-^h  to  rise  1  here  is  1  fl>  sa  d  to  be  1 
deidl>  III  di  t!u  -It  times  on  ihis  niter  tied  is  follo«s  — 
leicock  bluish  ^rten  silk  body  ribled  nilh  i,old  tinsel  t,in  er 
red  tickle  for  le^--  ind  fo  r  s]  r  ^s  of  the  serrated  ^rten  sword 
leather-,  of  I  eieOLk  ml  over  red  lindnil  for  winL,s  Smrri  Voe 
IS  ilso  SI  d  It  times  to  be  worth  1  Irnl  for  sea  trout 

On  Ogin  Vess  to  the  south  of  I  elmont  is  i  mound  e\i 
dend)  covering  the  remiins  of  1  broch  surrounded  1>  whit 
locks  like  1  dr)  ditth  outside  cf  which  is  1  \ery  dee]  lo  se 
uilh  1  nu  re  j  iriiit  one  out  idt  ill  There  is  1  mill  ^eo  m 
the  north  side  in  which  the  inhil  ilinls  of  the  I  roth  coul  1 
keep   their  1  oils       On   the   summit   (f  i   hill   on    the  western 

ide  of  Ihe  loihs  of  1  elmont  ind  Stounl  is  1  sniill  I)  1 
known  as  the  I  och  of  Snibur-,h  on  (he  shores  of  which  Men 
ine  remiins  of  1 1  roth  with  three  chimbers  sun  lir  to  ih  e  it 
Mfii  \      \rcording  tt  Low  s  '  ]  lin   llerewis  on  the  hndwird 

ide  lir  t  1  dry  ditch  tl  en  i  rimj  irt  outside  of  which  wis  i 
Wet  ditch  in  phecs  tut  thrc  11  h  the  nek      Irom  bmburgh  1 
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walk  of  about  a  mile  will  bring  you  to  the  Blue  Mull.     Thcr; 
is  a  fine  ro<:ky  bight  at  the  southern  end  into  which  pnijctLi  ^r 
arched  stack.     Tliis  must  be  the  Burgh- Holm  referred  to  \} 
Low,  and  on  which,  even  in  Hibbert*s  lime,  the  remam$  uf  - 
broch  were  to  he  seen.   A< toss  the  neck  of  the  Mull,  tuu,  vi^. 
in   Low's  day,  a  very  strong  wall,  since  destroyed,  and  »;::...- 
it  a  number  of  small  huts.    There  is,  from  the  top  of  the  Muli.i 
good  view  of  the  north  i)art  of  Veil  and  of  Blue  Mull  Si*uad 
one  of  the  strongest  tideways  in  Shetland,  and  thruugh  ^XkT. 
the  current  goes  swirling  in  eddies  like  a  mill-race.     There  :* 
a  rootless  Posl-Reformatitjn  ('hurch  in  the  graveyard  «m  ih< 
shores  of  the  Wick  of  Limd,  a  pretty  sandy  luy.     At  the  hc-i 
of  the  marshy  valley,  which  runs  up  from  the  bay,  is  a  *^*.xry. 
ing  stone,  12  feet  6  inches  by  8  feet  6  inches  at  the  brcciiic^: 
jwrt.     The  farm  of  Lund  was  for  a  long  time  in  the  otLuj^- 
tion  of  a  brother  of  John  Stuart  Mill,  a  retired  Indian  juiific 
who,    according  to    the  accounts   of  the   district,   mu-^l   Li.i- 
been   decidedly   an    eccentric   character.       From    Lund   y  . 
had  l)etter  make  for  the  road,  which  skirts  along  the  ea<cr: 
side   of    Watley,   a   bla<k-lo*)king   loch,   ak>ounding   in   ir^-::: 
weighing  some  tive  or   six  to   the   ])ound.     From   this  Wr 
a  burn  runs   into    Loch    Cliff,   which   at  its  lower  end  i^  ^ 
fairly  large  one  for  Shetland.     There  are  several  s|x>ts  **irr-. 
where  near  the   Loch  of  Watlev  that  are  said  to  lie  haurv: 
by  *' Da  Trows,"  if  not  by  the  dreaded  A\cs^e   it>clf,  mr.«: 
resides  in  the  Vella  burn,  which  flows  either  into  the  Loch  i^ 
Burn  of  Watley.     (.'oldbacks,  the  hill  to  the  north-co&t  o!  thtf 
liM'h,  well  deserves  its  name,  and  in  bad  weather  is  about  xt 
dreary  a  spot  as  you  can  find.     The  whole  round  includir^ 
Colvidale  and  the  lilue  Mull  is  rather  too  much  for  one  walk. 
and  had  better  be  divided  into  two  excursions,  in  which  case 
the   route   home   from   the    Blue    Mull   might   lie   varicxi  ^^ 
passing  throu^'h  the  haaf  station  at  Newgord«  and  then  aloc^ 
the  clilT  line  as  far  as  the  crest  of  Vallafield,  whence  you  ess 
strike  a  bee-line  lur  llilta  Sound.     The  writer  has  not  been 
along  this  strip  between  Lund  and  Woodwick,  but  as  fir  as  he 
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lid  judge  from  the  north  end  of  Veil,  it  must  be  fairly 
turesque,  though  not  up  to  that  lying  between  Tonga  and 
rra  Fiord.  Like  the  southern  half  of  the  island,  the 
ihem  may  be  divided  inlo  two  pedestrian  excursions,  to 
ich,  weather  permitting,  can  be  added  a  trip  to  the  caves 
Buna  Fiord,  and  ihe  Muckle  Klugga  Lighthouse.  To  taki: 
;  eastern  walk  round  Saxevord  first. 

The  road  to  Haroldswick  passes  under  the  eastern  slopes  of 
I  Muckle  Heyoags,  one  of  which  is  said  lo  have  been  the 
ce  of  execution  in  the  days  when  Ihe  Al-Thing  was  held  in 
1st  Not  far  from  the  top  of  Cnicificld  are  two  sets  of 
icentric  circles,  which  still  remain  as  Low '  described  them, 
i  of  which  he  gives  the  following  dimensions  : — 


aiici;  between  the  ■ 

centre  of  thi: 

'nn<l  lhenei|;ii- 

Hiring  uionui,iciil 

of  the  same 

kin.1,  but  le^f, 

KlhavmEonlyUT 

1  circles 

Jieter  of  the  outer 

most  leswr  c 

ircle     

ncter  of  liie  secon 

d       ... 

iieter  of  the  nuclei 

us        ... 

tirck'.  lUtle   ..f  iihlch  no^v 


liblK-rt-  sitpijoscs  the  circles  on  Ctucificld  to  have  been  the 
"vs  of  trial ;  the  central  mound  being  reserved  for  the  Foud, 
oner,  and  uitnesscs,  whilst  ihe  circles   were  respectively 

I-uiv's  Tour,  p.  156,  =  }:\i\A,zn\  Shelland hk$,  p.  406. 
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for  the  bar,  the  people  of  i)osition,  or  freemen,  and  the  '-jio* 
for  the  thralls  or  iinfree. 

The  prisoner,  if  found  j^iiilty,  w.is  sup|x)scd  to   have  a  r::' 

of  apiKMl,  as  it  were,  and   if,  <»n  sentence  being  i>ronouncai 

he  could  make  his  escMjH:  to  the  circle  near  Balliasta  in  Pu' 

times  and  after  Christianity  was  introduced  to  the  chun  h.  *•- 

was  held  to  l)e  pardoned.     The  nunil)er  of  crosses  cut  oo  \r\ 

hillside  in  the  turf,  which  have  f:ivcn  the  hill  its  njunc  ^'' 

said  to  mark  the  s]>ots  where  criminals  have  been  slain  in  t.v 

attempt  to  reach  sanctuary.     The  jilace  of  execution  va.«  r 

the  top  of  the  Hanger  Hcyoag,  where  a  lot  of  stones  were 

said  to  mark  the  six)t,  to  which  rude  steps  cut  in   the  side    ■ 

tlie  hill  led  up  from  another  heap  of  stones  known  as  c>c 

Place  of  Justice.     The  road  to  Haraldswick,  like  all  the  iv\' 

roads  in  Unst,  is  very  ^i\o\\^  and,  though  the  country,  owic^  v 

the  ser])cntine  underlying'  the  thin  herbage,  is  almost  as  !ai 

as  your  hand,  there  is  none  (»f  that  feeling  of  desobtson  thj- 

makcs  itself  so  felt  in  Veil  and  some  other  ]i3rts.     The  v.:njf  r 

t  olouring,  loo,  owing  to  tlie  presence  of  chromite  of  inn.  ■» 

very  brilliant,  and  is  variegateil  everywhere  by  |atche<  or  H..n:- 

small  purjile  tlower,  that  smells  something  like  wild  ihrmi 

Chromite  was  lirNl  dis<  ovcrcd  in    I'nst  by  Hiblvrt,  and  N-r  : 

long  time  was  worked  at  con^itlcrahle  profit  m  several  pluo 

Tile  largest  of  the  mines  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  ur/i's' 

the  Muckle  Heyoag,  an<i  was  worked  to  a  depth  of  163  tct* 

when  they  were  drowned  out.     Chromite  was  worked  i!p  • 

1S77,  when  all  the  mines  sto])i)ed  working,  as  thcrte  wa*  r. 

lor.ger  any  demand  for  the  ore.      Harold's  Wick,  or  Haraiu'* 

Wick  as  more  ]»ropcrly  it  should  be  called,  obtained  its  njmc 

from  Harald   Ilartagri  ha\ing  called  in  there  when  rooting  cct 

tb.o  Vikings.     Anti  the  go«»d  peoj)le  show  you  a  mound  »h»rf' 

they   call    Harald's   grave,    but    which    cannot    contain   L^t 

inonan  h's  reiu.nns,  as  he  wa^  not  buried  in  Shetland  t-ct  - 

Norway.    .\t  the  h.uad  of  the  Hay  i-*  the  village  of  HaraJd««vL 

a  MiiK  h  more  romiuct  place  than  Rdta  Sound.     On  the  nortr 

si  lie  of  I  lie  bay,  close  to  Cross  (leo,  whei^  one  of  the  k* 
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ecious  serpentine  is  to  be  found,  are  the  remains  of 
apel  known  as  Cross  Kirk,  which,  as  before '  mcn- 
i  frequented  as  a  chapel  of  pilgrimage  to  within  the 
rare.  From  this  point  you  get  some  pretty  views  of 
^f  the  Keen  and  of  ihe  north  entrance  to  Balls 
(eading  about  north-west  from  Cross  Kirk  you  strike 
)r  valley  leading  down  to  Nor  Wick,  one  of  the  most 
i-alleys  in  the  group,  and  which  Low  *  described  as 
Dm  and  grass,  enough  in  part  to  redeem  these  isles 
general  epithet  of  barren  they  have  so  long  been 
ith." 

late  as  Low's  visit  the  manse  seems  to  have  been 
I  this  Shetlandic  Goshen,  which  accounts  for  ihe 
;  French  privateer  kidnapjiing  Miss  Craig  in  1695, 
ires  of  Nor  Wick.  At  that  time  the  minister  had 
h  churches  to  serve,  the  one  at  Wick,  or  Lund,  the 
liasi.i,  and  tlie  third  un  the  southern  shores  of  Nor 
eiiher  he ''  or  his  predecessors  com]>Uiined  "  that  Ihu 

'list  have  never  iwyed  the  Ministers  their  stii>ends 
plcaily  or  ple:i^anlly,  and  with  all  ihey  have  stolen 

the  Church  300  Mi-rks  p.r  Annum,  conform  to  the 
■liament,  wliith,  in  fine,  will  prove  like  the  eaj^le's 
IS  once  set  on  fire  with  a  Coal  that  slicked  to  ihe  He^li 
stolen  from  the  Altar."  The  Kirk  of  Norwick,  dedi- 
t,  John  the  lla|ilist,  was  planned  by  Mr.  Irvine'  in 
:onsi^ted  of  Nave,  2O  ft.  6  in.  by  13  fi,  0  in.  inside, 
.x-1    16    ft.    by    S    ft.    S    in.     When  il  was  planned 

still  some  [rfirlioiis  of  the  walls  standing',  hut  at 
re  is  little,  if  nnjiliim;.   alxive  the  surface.     I.ow  ■'■ 

'■  pretty  enl ire,  |.arliuilarly  the  altar,  which  is  cut 
neiy  LlMve  i-.  marked  wilh  a  cross  at  the  head,  the 
1  (and  that  lu  ihcDi  insi-nificanl)  of  I'opery  to  be 
a;;  theni."      Wlien   llie   MIe  was   planned   there  wete 


572  THE  ORKNEYS  ASD  SHETLAND. 

several  of  these  papistical  emblems  still  to  be  seen,  but, 
the  writer  was  there  in  1878,  he  only  noticed  one  of  some  V<-jt 
stone,  the  arms  very  short  in  projxjrtion  to  the  lenirth.  so  !ht?e 
is  every  hope  of  the  place  being  eventually  |nirj:ed  0^  11 
superstitious  symbols.  Not  far  from  the  churchyard  is  a  carco 
rocky  protuberance,  on  the  sandy  shores  of  the  bay.  kno^r.  i« 
the  Ting  of  Norwick,  which,  at  higli  water,  Inxomcs  an  iC3.->i 
This  is  the  haaf-station,  and  a  picturesque  sjiot  it  i^  V^ 
banks  commence  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  Ting,  and  are  tin 
fine,  thougli  not  very  precipitous.  Walking  along  ihctn  '  - 
wards  I^mba  Ness  till  you  get  the  highest  i>oini  of  the  N" 
Hill  bearing  due  south,  you  come  to  what  is  locally  kn--»- 
as  Saxe's  Kettle.  Saxe  and  Herman  were  a  couple  of  jTi".:* 
who  dwelt  in  the  good  old  days  on  the  hills  that  now  tcr 
their  names.  The  Kettle  is  formed  by  a  circular  chasm  r:r. 
nected  by  a  tunnel  through  the  lK>ttom  of  a  stack  «h*^h  ^ 
slipped  away  from  the  a<ijarent  cliff.  Vou  can.  if  yon  lie. 
scramble  down  for  a  closer  insi)eclion  of  the  cavern,  in  wi:^* 
the  nuuh-rcsounding  sea  is  continually  murmuring.  The  r*.i 
here  is  a  porphyritic  syenite,  that,  according  to  Protc^-^r 
Heddle,*  is  a  very  l)eautiful  one,  cafiable  of  Ix^ing  utihMt!  v 
ornamental  purj)oses.  From  Saxe's  Kettle  you  hod  t<rcr 
make  a  bee-line  across  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Word  • 
Skaw  for  lirei  Wick,  a  beautiful  semicircular  bay  surrounded  S 
line  cliffs,  which,  on  the  western  side,  terminate  in  a  cuncc- 
shar]>ly  pointed  ])itmarle  that  is  somewhat  like  the  topoli^ 
Kaim  in  Foula.  There  will  I >e  a  gigantic  landslip  herecnec<r 
these  days,  there  l>eing  a  huge  fissure  in  one  place  abc^c 
Hrei  Wick.  It  is  tolerably  easy  walking  to  the  suminit  01 
Saxevord  {9.; 8  feet),  and  the  view  is  a  very  fair  one  thocx^ 
not  very  extensive.  Ixx)king  southward  >-ou  have  under  fo« 
fcLt  lUirra  Fiord  looking  like  a  broad  medal  riband,  then  the 
I.orh  of  (MitV  stretching  like  an  ornamental  canal  in  a  (cbU 
park,  a  L;liin]'>e  of  Lorh  Wailey  against  the  southern  sun^C 
Vallaricld.  and  in  the  south  east  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the 

'  Minttalo^udl M,ij^auHe^  vul.  ii.  p.  22. 


SHETLAND.  S73 

d  the  Clett  in  Fetlar  Nor  nor  west  you  see  tin. 
k,  the  most  northern  part  of  Queen  'Viclonaa  Euro- 
ninions,  ^nd  just  clear  of  Herman  NlSs  ire  the  Little 
nd  Muckie  Fluj,ga  Stacks,  the  easternmost  of  several 
)r  stacks  that  cluster  so  close  together  as  from  many 
1  look  like  one  ri^ef  On  Muckie  Flugga  there  has 
ghthouse  smce  the  Crimean  war,  when  a  temporary 
first  erected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Baltic  and  North 
drons  Somt-where  on  SifMord  is  a  deep  cleft  in 
i  m  which  Saxe  is  reported  to  ha\e  dwelt  when  m  the 
rom  the  summit  you  mike  for  the  Burraflord  school 
Sotland  near  the  head  of  thL  Loch  of  Quojs  as  the 
ami  of  Loch  Cliff  is  calkd  and  from  the  school 
t  crossing  Crucificld  vou  are  enabled  to  ste  the  con 
n?s  of  stones  ind  cirth  before  m(.ntioned  and  stnki 
close  to  the  present  Estiblishcd  thi  rch  tht  old  one 
stT  hivmt,  been  lont,  disused  '^inn^L  to  sij  the 
n  who  mi  jirLichin.,  in  the  old  church  in  1S17  when 
'  saw  ihi,  womun  tikcn  with  the  convulsions  Mr 
tiKn  luiiii  tcr  of  Ftihr  ind  North  \ell  onl>  d;<.d  on 
fMirih  \S,)  m  thi,  sinii,  week  is  Dr  JdmoniKton 
tU  i,L  if  102  )Lirs  md  <.lL\Ln  months  he  \\-\\  n^ 
rn  on  the  jrd  ct  \pril  1776  it  Lofcic  Colston  Vber 
IliL  fimily  history  seems  ilmost  mir\elIous  his 
11  Slid  bnin.  hvcd  to  the  lae  of  100  ind  his  grind 
103  1  111  lied  It  K.in^  s  C  kpC  Aberdeen  joun^ 
1  II  e  t  'si  etimd  in  1  /  j6  is  tutor  to  the  fimilj  of  1 
Mil  ler  cf  L  n  t  ind  in  ihoo  — li\e  jetrs  btfore  Trifil 
n  1  efore  W  Uerloii  — «  is  licensed  b>  the  Presl  >1er>  of 
tilrei  h  lor  three  )tirs  he  loted  is  issislint  1< 
1  n  then  minister  cf  FelUr  ind  North  \ell  to  which 
e  w  Is  I  rtscnlc  1  in  1S03  on  Mr  Gordons  death 
reiinined  till  iS'i  when  on  Unst  becom  n^  mint 
led  to  his  hr  t  •shethnd  ilode  \t  the  Disruj  tion  he 
ind  1  eciine   the    Free  (  hiirch  mmi'^ler  of  the   isllnd 
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Within  a  few  months  of  Dr.  Ingram's  death  in  the  rrroc 
northern  ])arish  in  the  kingdom,  a  clergyman  of  the  Chun.^  r 
Kn^^land,  the  Rev.  Frederick  Beadon — who  had  in  the  yc:ir  x?:r 
been  presented  to  the  hving  of  North  Stoneham  near  Svj:^ 
ampton ;  in  the  following  year  had  been  made  one  of  vx 
Canons  of  Wells  Cathedral ;  and  in  the  year  1823  l<cx=tf 
Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells — died  on  "JJc 
loth  day  of  June,  aged  101  years  and  6  months.  A  ker 
cricketer  in  his  younger  d.iys,  Canun  Headon  is  said  to  have  u: 
out  watching  the  game  only  the  year  lx:fore  his  death.' 

Beautiful  as  the  walk  round  Ilrei  Wick  in  it  is  not  to  \< 
romiKired  to  that  from  Herman  Ness  to  Wood  Wick.  T'< 
former  is  however  much  the  easier  tramp  of  the  twa  \ttr. 
reaching  Sotland  you  make  for  the  northern  end  of  Loch  C-£ 
This  is  a  long  narrow  l<K:h  nearly  three  miles  long,  and  ha*  : 
very  Cuml norland  look  :il)out  it,  and  owing  to  the  limestone  :r:< 
jKistumu'c  on  the  eastern  side  is  very  good.  From  a  n^hennii* 
jMiint  of  view,  it  is  a  go<Kl  brown  trout  loch,  the  fish  ninrT.^ 
about  three  to  the  pound,  nn<l  rising  very  fairly.  It  ou^ht  ilv 
to  l)e  a  splendid  sea  irout  loch,  the  numerous  points  wh:<r 
jut  out  into  it  lK.-ing  just  the  places  where  fish  would  I*. 
and  there  is  no  finer  spawning  stream  in  Shetland  than  the  '^"< 
iKtween  the  lK;\d  of  the  lo(  h,  .ind  the  Ixx'h  of  Watlev.     \x^  ' 

m 

was  told  (»f  a  trout  c  ;iughl  here  that  weighetl  23  lbs.  The  ht-: : 
of  liurra  I'lord,  with  ;iii  offshore  wind,  ought  to  he  vcnrp»«: 
from  the  end  of  August  (»r  earlier  ;  but  as  the  Itottom  is  a  rica". 
san<iy  one,  you  must  wade,  a  Uiat  si:aring  the  fi^^h  too  ir.w*. 
The  wild  honeysuckle  grows  all  over  the  Itanks  here,  ami  whc". 
:he  writer  was  in  the  island  in  iSytS,  the  Free  Manse  wa>  *:t.:»' 
rovcred  with  it,  and  the  ivrfume  could  l>e  fell  a  ctnip'c  o( 
!uiii<lretl  y.inls  away.  Herman  Ne-i  is  rough  walking.  Bi»d»  irt 
t  Ircai  Sku.i,  here  <\illed  .SXvvv",  and  the  Richardson's  Skua,  kft-'wr 

« V,  ;',,■  2  i*!i  »»f  A-.i.i:  !,  iSs*,  ,lirtl  ;u  CoMiiale,  ISwi^  Abb  N-.-:**- 

:  1  H"!i'   '     '  r  l«>J'iil  !»i!  ':  !  iv. 
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as  SAmi,  breed  on  some  {xirtion  of  this  headland,  and  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  hoped  no  visitors  to  the  island  will  either 
purloin  the  eggs  or  purchase  them  from  any  one  else.  It  is 
probably  almost  hopeless  however  to  expect,  as  your  collecting 
cad  is  utterly  without  scruples  of  honour  in  the  case  of  his 
hobby,  though  on  every  other  point  he  may  be  a  perfectly 
honest  man.  A  case  came  under  the  writer's  knowledge,  where 
a  person,  whose  position  in  society,  you  would  have  thought. 
would  have  put  him  above  such  an  act,  had  not  scrupled 
10  take  Bmtxie  eggs  though  he  knew  it  was  contrary  to  the 
understanding  under  which  persons  are  [jermitied  to  walk  on 
the  head  Not  far  from  the  summit  is  the  lighthouse  signal 
station,  to  which  a  man  comes  from  Fuscawick  every  morning 
at  a  certain  hom'  to  communicate  by  signals  with  the  people 
on  the  lighthouse.  The  clifTs  south  of  this  point  ar«  very  fine, 
one  the  Tally  Cliff,  a  littlu  north  of  the  Neap,  being  especially 
so,  and  the  view  of  the  cliffs,  along  the  tops  of  which  yoii  ha\e 
walked,  is  from  the  top  of  it  very  good.  Scceto,  somewhere 
dose  to  the  Neap,  was  the  j)lace  where  a  man  named  Joseph 
Mathewson'  captured  an  erne  on  her  nest  many  years  .ago. 
He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  one  of  the  three  cg^'s 
the  bird  laid  every  year.  The  nest  or  eyrie  was  built  on 
n  ledge  some  400  feet  above  the  sea,  and  on  one  occasion 
seeing,  when  a  short  distance  away,  the  while  tail  of  the  bird 
jirojocling  round  a  corner  he  crept  quietly  ii|)  and  seized  her 
by  the  wings,  when  she  at  once  raved  in  and  he  had  little 
difriculty  in  tying  up  her  feet  anr!  beak  with  his  garters. 

Thon  twisting;  her  wings  together  he  chucked  her  over,  as 
ihe  path  was  too  sleej),  by  which  he  had  ascended,  for  him  to 
attempt  to  carry  so  weighty  an  objeci  down.  The  bird  in  a 
stuffed  state  is,  with  the  egg  Malbewsnn  obtained  at  the  same 
Time,  still  at  l!uness.  On  the  same  m.in  robbing  the  same 
nest  SOUK-  years  aficrw.irds,  nf  tlic  barren  egg,  there  then  being 
■■v.>  yi-iitng  liird>  in  ihc  ntst,  the  old  birds  arc  said  to  have 
ri.inov(;d  nvst  and  yniing  acniss  a  geo  to  a  more  inaccessible 
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si>ot.  In  the  stomach  ot  the  bird  killed  was  found  a  |4.ae 
entire — a  good  mouthful  Quantities  of  {mfllins  and  the  Lir^c; 
guillemots  or  Lon^^es  breed  along  these  cliffs  but  the  ci^iic  .« 
said  no  lunger  to  breed  in  Unst,  though  still  seen  there  a:  t  srv 

After  passing  Tonga  strike  down  the  little  gra.>^y  \iljc\ 
in  which  are  a  couple  of  small  lochs  to  Wood  Wick,  ^r^  }bci 
under  Houland  to  the  southern  end  aX  Loith  Cliff,  and  kjck. 
T/i€  excursion,  however,  weather  i>ermitting,  is  the  %:*!t  to  "r 
caves  in  Hurra  Fiord,  and  to  the  Mut  kle  Mugga.  It  is  t\'A  v^:. 
often  that  the  trip  is  practicable,  and  you  have  to  arrange  *:!• 
the  lighthouse  Iwatman  Inrforehand.  Fusca  Wick,  or  Tfu  .\r-. 
as  it  is  called  in  Unst,  is  alxiut  half  a  mile  or  so  from  the  hck: 
of  the  voe  on  the  western  side  The  lightkcepere'  dvcllinf^ 
are,  as  such  places  always  are,  wonderfully  neatly  kei»t.  ar^l  :• 
example  is  worth  anything,  ought  to  be  worth  a  few  tons  ^ : 
sermons  to  the  Shetlanders. 

lk)th  the  caves  visited,  though  there  arc  said  to  l)c  a  ^< 
more,  are  (»n  the  east  side  of  the  voe  near  the  mouth.  Buno^ 
\\.\  runs  in  as  it  were  along  the  side  of  the  voe,  is  55  yards  r 
lenj^'ih,  varies  in  height  from  18  feet  at  the  entrance  to  r: 
liirther  in,  and  in  width  from  20  to  24  feet.  There  is  a  cuhoi;.* 
hole  at  the  l)ottom  of  the  sea-wall,  through  which  the  lij*: 
comes  reflected  up  through  the  water.  As  \-ou  "shoo"  qnietii 
into  this  cave,  you  have  to  Ik*  careful  not  to  make  a  noise. 
as  the  roof  is  composed  of  some  shaly  sort  of  stone,  that  hi:^ 
an  unpleasant  kna<:k  of  coming  down  in  huge  flakes  On  r 
way  fn)m  Huness  Ha  to  Hols  Hellier  you  pass  the  Lyric  S 
which  like  that  at  l*a]>a  Stour  gets  its  name  from  the  Mini 
.Shear\v'aters.  Vou  are,  however,  not  likely  to  see  any  of  then. 
though  you  will  Si.*e  (piantities  of  puffins  guillemots*  and  the 
smaller  guillemots  or    TystUs, 

Hols  Hellier  is  a  tunnel  that  runs  through  the  north<<asttrr 
corner  (»f  Iiurrn  l-uml.  According  to  the  six-inch  Ordmncv 
Survey  the  Hellier  is  nine  chains  from  side  to  side,  lho«|^ 
Mr.  Arthur,  the  schoolmaster  at  Burrafiord  school,  ma^f  k 
with  a  line    about    170  yards  long.     The   southern   entranc 
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is  la  feet  wide  by  i8  feet  high.  Inside  it  broadens  out 
to  i8o  feet  in  one  place,  and  reaches  a  height  of  30  feet. 
The  north  entrance  is  like  a  bell-mouthed  blunderbuss,  and 
is  almost  similar  to  Kittiwake  Hall  at  the  north-west  of  Fouta. 
At  both  entrances  hundreds  of  these  birds  build,  and  at  the 
northern  one  you  may  say  thousands,  so  numerous  are  they. 
The  cliffs  here  are  magnificent,  and  cannot  be  far  short  of 
600  feet 

You  need  very  calm  weather  for  this  trip,  as  there  is  always, 
or  almost  always,  some  lift  in  the  sound,  which  separates  the 
Little  Flugga  from  the  Muckle  one  ;  of  course  sailors  and  Shet- 
landers  could  land  there  when  ordinary  shore-going  folk  could 
not  attempt  it.  There  are  two  landing-places,  both  connected 
with  the  very  steep  flight  of  stairs  that  lead  to  the  top.  In 
addition  to  the  steps  there  is  a  sort  of  iron  tramway  up  which 
stores  are  hoisted  to  the  top.  As  there  is  a  handrail,  the  most 
light-headed  of  mortals  need  not  fear  to  make  the  ascent  of 
the  185  feet  that  you  have  lo  climb  to  reach  the  summit  Once 
there  you  find  a  small  walled  courtyard  about  the  length  and 
breadth  of  a  fisherman's  walk — "two   steps  and  overboard." 

The  I.itde  Flugga  from  here  presents  a  smooth  wall-like 
appearance,  so  much  so  that  it  looks  as  if  it  had  been  cut,  like 
some  huge  loaf,  in  half.  In  the  soft  porous  rock  hundreds 
of  Tammy  Nories  or  puffins  build,  and  as  they  keep  darting 
rapidly  to  and  fro  with  their  red  nebs  and  plumage  glistening,  if 
the  sun  is  out,  you  cannot  realise  that  In  Shetland  they  are  con- 
sidered the  special  type  of  stupidity.  From  the  gallery  round  the 
light,  looking  south-west,  you  see  the  Gloup  Holm,  the  Point  of 
Feideland,  over  which  Rooencss  Hill,  then  the  Ramna  Stacks, 
and  further  west  the  Isle  of  Uya.  Eastward  you  see  the  fine 
sweep  of  cliffs  from  the  northern  point  of  the  main  island 
gradually  increasing  in  height  till  they  culminate  above  Hols 
Hellier. 

The  visit  to  the  caves  and  the  Muckle  Flugga  lighthouse 
is,  in  fine  weather,  as  a  water  excursion,  only  second  to  the  sail 
under  the  western  cliffs  of  Foula,  and  the  memory  of  it  will 
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linger  for  many  day&  Here,  having  wandered  from  Pen'Jjn: 
Firth  to  this  the  most  northern  inhabited  5|>ot  in  the  Br.ci; 
Isles,  wc  take  leave  of  the  reader,  having  endeavoured  to  \rs^ 
before  him  some  of  the  charms  of  this  wild  north  bod  •* 
clilTs  and  skerries,  vocs  and  geos,  and  if  he  has  failet!  : 
realise  the  weird,  moj^nctic  attraction  the  Old  Rock  ar.ii  .m 
people  present,  then  let  him  put  it  down  as  the  fault  ui  'i 
writer,  and  not  in  any  way  due  to  the  subject  matter  itscli. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

THE    LONG-SHIPS   OF   THE    EARLY  VIKIKC   PERIOD, 

Thanks  to  the  discovery,  on  the  zgth  of  April,  1880,  by 
Herr  Nicolaysen,  of  the  Viking  ship,  in  the  mound  known  as 
the  Koiigs/iau^,  near  Gokstad,  in  the  south  of  Norway,  we 
are  enabled  to  realise  most  accurately  what  the  long-ship 
(langskibit)  of  the  later  Iron  period,  a.u.  700 — ^1000,  was 
really  hke.  Owing  to  its  having  been  not  only  buried  in  the 
stiff  blue  clay  of  the  district,  but  also  filled  up  inside  with  the 
same  no n -porous  substance,  only  the  extreme  projecting 
portions  of  the  bow  and  stern, — which  had  been  surrounded  by 
another  stratum  of  mixed  clay  and  sand, — had  been  destroyed  ; 
and  not  only  was  the  vessel  itself  practically  intact,  but  most 
of  the  articles  of  her  equipment  had  survived  their  interment 
of  centuries.  The  vessel  when  examined  proved  to  be  a  sixteen- 
benchcd  craft  {se.xfAir^Sia)  measuring  —20-10  mitre!  (65-94609 
feet)onkeel;  23-80  wf//-«  (78*08542  feet)  over  all;  ^-lamkrcs 
(16-73259  feet)  in  breadth  ;  and  1*20  /«^/wj  (3-937o8  feet)  at 
the  mid-ship  section  from  top  of  the  bulwark  to  the  keel.  The 
vessel,  which  is  composed  entirely  of  oak,  is  clinker-built, 
having  sixteen  planks  a-side,  and  seventeen  frames.  The  keel 
is  fastened  to  scarphs,  to  which  the  stem  and  stern  posts 
are  bolted.  There  are  eight  compartments  (nims),  excluding 
the  extreme  fore  and  aft  compartments  from  which  the  gun- 
wale began  to  rise  to  the  top  of  the  stem  and  stern  posts. 
With  a  very  flat-floored  midship  section  it  appears  to  be  very 
sharp  fore  and  aft,  both  stem  and  stern,  as  in  the  Shetland 
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boats  of  the  present  day,  being  alike.  The  motive  power  't. 
the  main  would  be  the  thirty-two  oars,  which  were  pc!lec 
through  circular  portholes  cut  in  the  third  plank  from  the  ^ 
wale.  These  oar-i>orts  had  small  longitudinal  slits  at  the  ude 
to  enable  the  blade  of  the  oar  to  be  passed  through,  and  whcr 
under  sail  were  closed  from  the  inside  by  wooden  shutters  lt 
dead  lights.  The  rudder  {styri)  was  praaically  a  shi.«l 
stumpy  oar  with  a  very  broad  blade,  iron-damped  in  i4xcaii 
and  attached  to  the  vessel,  a  few  feet  from  the  stem  on  'Jx 
right-hand  side  looking  forward,  by  strong  grummets  of  rope 
In  the  upper  ix)rtion  an  aperture  was  cut  at  right  angles  t) 
the  blade,  or  lower  i>ortion,  through  which  the  tiller  utlrr-.i- 
ioftj^r)  was  inserted.  It  was  from  the  rudder  l)eing  placed  ~ 
the  right-hand  side  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  that  the  use 
itjdrnbor^i  was  given  to  that  side,  and  from  which  term  or 
starboard  is  derived.  From  the  same  reason  the  port  *:oe 
was  bakbor^i^  a  name  which  survives  in  Shetland  as  ba.kHri 
to  the  present  day.  The  mast  was  stepped  nearly  amidshri* 
and  the  amount  of  canvass  spread  must  have  been  tnilin^.  ar : 
unless  the  wind  was  right  aft,  or  nearly  so,  the  oarst  thiny-r« : 
in  number,  were  probably  the  chief  motive  |x>wer. 

There  appear  to  have  been  three  boats  belonging  to  ::; 
vessel,  two  of  which  measured  on  keel  77  mftrts  Kiyihi\\ 
feet),  and  4*1  mctra  (13*45169  feet)  in  length.  Whox  r.< 
length  of  the  keel  of  the  third  l>oat  was  cannot  be  tx^ri} 
ascertained  from  the  fragments  that  remain  of  it.  but  ::  1:- 
pears  to  have  been  between  the  other  tii'o.  Like  the  vessel 
the  small  boats  were  built  of  (uk,  and  they  do  not  apper 
to  have  differed  much  from  the  larger  craft,  excejit  tlut  the 
keel  was  bolted  to  the  stem  and  stem  posts  without  aaj 
intermediate  pieces,  and  the  oars  were  pulled  not  throq|i: 
oar-ports,  but  by  means  of  a  suinding  curved  thole-pm  (iv^ 
and  a  grummet  (JivmlubafiJ).  Neither  vessel  nor  boAB  hwf 
any  hole  {jiiif)  for  letting  the  water  off  when  drawn  upi 

When  lying  at  anchor,  as  the  vessel  was  undeckiedt  a  di 
(tjald)  was  stretched  on  poles  fastened  to  the  sides  toooitr 
the  crew,  which  in  the  c;ise  of  the  Gokstad  long-ship  Htf 
Nicolaysen  estimated  must  have  numbered  not  less  iha 
seventy  all  told.  Those  anxious  for  full  information  on  the 
sul'jert  not  only  of  the  long-ships  of  the  later  Iron  period  btf 
.ilso  of  the  SfU'kkt\  the  Skudi^  the  Draf^e^  and  the  Busu^  of  ihc 
mediaeval  ages«  are  referred  to  the  pages  of  Herr  NicoUnOi'i 
interesting  book  on  the  Gokstad  ship,  which  is  iUasuated  vA 
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twelve  large  quarto  lithographed  plates,  wherein  cverj'  article 
found  in  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  vessel  herself,  are  most 
beautifully  and  clearly  delineated.  As  the  text  is  given  both 
in  Danish  and  English  in  parallel  columns,  the  reader  need 
not  be  afraid  of  having  to  master  a  foreign  language  to  peruse 
it.  The  title  is  •'  The  Viking-Ship,  discovered  at  Gokstad,  in 
Norway,  described  by  Herr  Nicolayscn,"  and  the  book  is  pub- 
lished at  Christiania  by  Herr  Albert  Cammermeyer.  The  book 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Nutt,  Foreign  Bookseller,  270, 
Strand,  London,  W.C.  price  £,\. 
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RENUNCIATION 

by 

GEORGE  GRAHAM, 
mSHOP    OF   ORKNEY, 

of 

E  PI  SCOP  AC  V. 

From  "  The  Acts  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  ihe  Church 
of  Scotland,  1638-43."     Edinburgh,  1O91,  page  91. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  EJiiibur-;/!,  Sess.  S,  Aiif^usl  17, 
1639. 

Master  George  Grahaine,  his  rcnoiiiiciiii;  and  ahjurins;  of 
Episcopack. 

The  lohUh  day  li-as  gk'en  into  the  Assembly,  direct  from  Maslcr 
George  Grahame,  somelimes  pretended  Bishop  of  Orknay,  an 
abj II ration  if  Episeopaeie,  siibseribed  with  his  hand,  wliich  urns 
publicly  read  in  audience  of  the  Assembly ;  and  thereafter  they 
ordained  the  same  to  be  re.i^islrat  in  the  Assembly  Boohs,  ad 
per|ietiiam  rei  memoriam,  i^'hereof  the  iem<r follo'n'S. 

To  all  and  sundry  whom  it  effeirs,  10  whose  knowledge 
these  presents  shall  come,  specially  to  the  reverend  and 
honourable  members  of  the  future  Assembly  to  he  holden  at 
Edinburgh  the  twelfth  day  of  August,    1639.     Me  Mr.  George 
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Graliamy  sometime  pretended  Bishop  of  Orknay^  bcs.: 
sorry  and  grieved  at  my  heart  that  I  should  ever  for  a£> 
worldly  respect  have  embraced  the  order  of  Episcopocc 
the  same  having  no  warrand  from  the  Word  of  God,  and  \jct^ 
such  an  order,  as  halh  had  sensibly  many  fearful  and  e\*u  coc- 
sequenccs  to  many  parts  of  Christendome,  and  partioilarlT 
within  the  Kirk  of  Scotland^  as  by  doleful  and  deploobic 
experience  this  day  is  manifest,  to  have  disclaimed,  like  as  I 
by  the  tenor  hereof  doe  altogether  disclaime  and  abjure  i3 
Episcopal  power  and  jurisdiction,  with  the  whole  comiptuics 
thereof,  condemned  by  lawful  Assemblies  within  the  said  Kirk 
of  Scotland  in  regard  the  same  is  such  an  order  as  \%  also 
abjured  within  the  said  Kirk,  be  vertue  of  that  National  Ouk, 
which  was  made  in  the  yocrs  1580  and  158X9  promising  aad 
swearing  by  the  great  Name  of  the  Lord  our  Irod,  Tbax  I 
never  whiles  I  live,  directly  or  indirectly,  exerce  any  scch 
])ower  within  the  Kirk,  neyther  yet  shall  I  ever  approve  '.: 
allow  the  same,  not  so  much  as  in  my  pri\'ate  or  publike 
discourse :  But  on  the  contrary,  shall  stand  and  adhere  to 
all  the  Acts  and  Constitutions  of  the  late  Assembly  bolden  a: 
Glas\^(ni\  the  21  of  Novemb^  1638,  last  by-past:  and  shill 
concurre  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power,  sincerely  and  faxthfixllj. 
as  occasion  shall  offer  in  execution  of  the  said  Acts,  ind 
advancing  the  Work  of  Reformation  within  this  Land,  To  cbc 
p;lory  of  God,  the  peace  of  our  Countrey,  and  the  comfoit  and 
contentment  of  all  good  Christians,  as  God  shall  ht  ott  k^f* 
In  tcstimonie  of  which  Premises  I  have  subscribed  th? 
presents  At  Bnckfies  in  Stronnes  the  eleventh  day  of  Ftbrman, 
the  year  of  (i(k1  1639  years,  I>efore  thir  witnesses 
Walter  Stuart^  Minister  at  Slwutronnaldsay^  Master  Ja 
HeynJs  Minister  at  Kirkunilh  Master  Robert  Peirsam^  Minitfcr 
at  Firths  and  Master  Patruk  Grahamt^  Minister  at  Hdmi, 
My  Son. 
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Prom  a  Pamphlet  entitled 

Some 

Passages 

in  the 

Parliament 

of 
Scotland, 
&c.,  &c. 

London,  1650. 
We  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orkney  under-sub- 
scribers,  considering  and  finding  it  convenient  to  us,  and  all 
of  our  calling,  to  give  publick  testimony  to  the  conscientious- 
ness and  justice  of  his  Majestie's  service,  now  presently 
depending,  and  for  the  good  excuse  of  others,  and  for 
removing  of  whatsoever  Scruples  from  the  minds  of  all  men ; 
we  willingly,  freely  and  with  candor  declaic,  That  we  do  from 
our  soul  detest  that  continual  rebellion,  maliciously  hatched, 
and  wickedly  prosecuted  against  his  sacred  Majesty  of  blessed 
and  happy  memory;  and  do  from  our  hearts  abhor  His 
delivering  over  to  bondage,  imprisonment,  horrid  and  execrable 
murder,  and  all  damnable  and  pernicious  practices,  executed 
against  him,  by  the  rebellious  Faction  of  both  kingdoms  ;  The 
which  we  shall  never  fail  hereafter  to  preach  imto  our  people, 
and  witness  on  every  day  of  our  calling;  and  also  of  our 
fruitful  acknowledgement,  prayers,  and  wishes  for  the  happy 
establishment  of  His  present  Majesty,  unto  all  His  just 
Rights ;  and  particularly  it  may  please  God  to  give  a  blessing 
to  this  present  expedition  of  his  F.xcellency,  James  Gratham, 
Marquess  of  Montross,   and   Capt  General  of  his  Majesty, 
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within  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland.  All  which  we  sbC 
faithfully  stand  to  advance,  without  giving  the  least  thoqghx 
or  practice  to  the  contrary. 

So  help  us  God» 

Vera  Copia. 

Note. — ^This  declaration,  according  to  the  FasH  Eidau 
ScoticatuZy  was  drawn  up  by  James  Aikine,  minister  of  Bimj 
and  Harray,  who  after  the  Restoration  held  for  a  time  iu 
living  of  Wini frith,  in  the  diocese  of  Winchester,  till,  in  1677. 
he  was  made  Bishop  of  Galloway.  According  to  the  Fasti  tbe 
other  subscribers  were  James  Douglas,  Kirkwall ;  James  Haigic. 
St.  Andrews  and  Deerness ;  James  Persounc,  Firth  and  Stenncfi . 
William  Watson,  Hoy  and  Graemsay;  George  Johnstoot. 
Orphir ;  George  Grahame,  a  cousin  of  the  Bishops  Sondwick  asd 
Stromness ;  Patrick  Weymes,  Ladykirk,  Sanday ;  and  Jobs 
Halvaird,  Rousay  and  Egilsay ;  all  of  whom  except  Ha^ 
Persoune,  and  Weymes,  had  their  mouths  **  opened.' 
that  is,  were  either  replaced  in  their  old  livings  or  dedaitd 
capable  of  accepting  any  new  call  by  the  Genend  Assembly  n 
1658  or  1659,  when,  old  Noll  having  gone  to  his  account,  the 
leading  spirits  in  the  Kirk  saw  the  Restoration  looming  ahead 
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A 

Letter 

from  a 

Gentleman 

in 

Orkney. 

Sir, — In  giving  you  an  Account  of  a  Matter  of  Fact,  wfaid 
concerns  the  Clergy  of  this  Country,  who  has  nothing  of  a 
Good  Name  left  to  lose, 

I  shall  l>egin  with  a  Poor  Man*s  Petition  to  the  Ji 
whereof  follows  a  true  Copy. 
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Unl&  the  Right  Honorable  Htr  Majesty's  Justices  of  Peace. 
Vfithin  tkt  County  of  Orkney  ;  The  Humble  Petitimi  and  Repre- 
sentationofWiiXixca  Stensgerth  in  Birsay  be  South,  and  Katharine 
Blown  his  spouse. 

Sheweth  ; — That  whereas  upon  the  month,  or  one  or 

other  of  the  Months  of  Seventeen  Hundred  and  years, 

or  one  or  other  of  the  Days  of  the  said  Moneth ;  Oliver 
Ifan'ie  in  Officer  or  Servant  to  Mr.  James  Sands  Minister 

at  Birsay,  without  Respect  to  the  Laudable  Laws  made  against 
Theft,  and  without  any  Order  or  Warrand  of  iLaw  whatsomever, 
did  Reilf  and  Steal  from  the  said  William  Stensgerth,  and  Katha- 
rine Brimm  his  Spouse,  an  Ewe  ;  which  your  poor  Petitioners 
missing,  went  in  Search  thereof  through  the  Parochire ;  and 
cotning  to  the  House  of  the  said  Mr.  Sands,  did  find  the  same 
there,  marked  with  the  Petitioner's  own  Mark,  most  thievishly 
killed  :  And  after  the  same  manner,  within  a  Month  thereafter, 
or  tliereby,  the  said  Oliver  Han'ie  stealled  from  the  saids 
Petitioners,  another  Ewe ;  which  being  likeways  found  in  the 
said  Mr,  Sand's  House  alive ;  the  saids  poor  Petitioners, 
desired  to  have  their  Ewe  restored  to  them,  which  Mr.  Sands 
declined  to  do,  untill  they  would  pay  him  Sixteen  Shillings  Seats  ; 
whereby  the  said  Katharine  Broken  was  obliged  to  sell  her 
Cloaths  off  her  IJack,  for  payment  to  the  said  Mr.  Sands  thereof, 
although  there  was  nothing  due  to  him :  And  at  your 
Petitioners  receiving  back  of  his  Second  Ewe,  the  said  William 
Stensgerth  and  he  fell  in  some  Words,  telling  that  such  Usage 
was  not  decent  in  a  Afan  of  His  Character;  Whereupon  Mr. 
iawi/j- threatened  him  with  the  _/ij^i^j  :  and  for  that,-and  some 
other  Frivolous  Matter  of  his  own  Contrivance,  out  of  Revenge 
against  the  Petitioners,  caused  the  said  William  stand  in  Sack- 
cloath  before  the  Congregation,  contrary  to  all  Law  and  Justice, 
to  the  Petitioners  great  Prejudice,  and  undeserved  Shame. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Honours,  to  take  the 
Premisses  to  your  serious  Consideration,  and  put  the 
samen  to  Exact  Tryal ;  and  to  lake  such  effectual 
Methods  for  Redressing  the  Petitioners,  of  the  foresaids 
Abusescommitted  upon  them  ;  and  for  suppressing  and 
punishin:;  such  Enormities  as  your  Honours  shall  think 
til :  according  to  the  Laws  and  Practique  of  this  King- 
dom.    And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

5;V  sttbscribitur,   RD.   NP.      At  the  Command  of 

the  said  Katharine  Bro^i'n,  affirming  she  cannot  write. 
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No  sooner  was  this  Complaint  Drawn,  but  it  spread  tluoQ^ 
all  the  Country,  until  it  reached  Mr.  Sands,  who  immcdiaidr 
affirmed  he  had  Order  from  the  Bailie,  for  takin^^  the  Poor 
Man's  Sheep.  But  the  Bailie  being  present  at  Hirsa^  ivha 
the  said  William  first  entred  Complaint)  Declared  he  hid 
given  no  such  Warrand.  And  further  he  wrote  a  letter  to  lae 
Clerk  of  the  Justices  Court,  Declaring  that  no  I*roco«  hii 
been  in  his  Court,  ni^ainst  the  said  William^  at  Mr.  SanL 
Instance,  nor  any  Decreet,  Precept,  or  Warrand,  ^w^n  by  han 
to  Mr.  Sands,  for  Poindifii^  the  said  poor  Man  ;  and  this  IjCTC 
under  the  Bailie's  own  hand  I  did  see,  and  its  yet  to  be  sea 
in  the  Clerk's  Custody. 

KirkiValls  27M  Octobtr,  1709. 

The  Justices  of  Peace  having  Considered  the  Petition  ind 
<lesire  thereof,  find  it  Reasonable  to  Enquire  ancnt  the 
aforesaid  Enormitie,  and  appoints  Captain  Jamts  M<»dit  ci 
Mdcetter^  Mr.  Robcr  Honey  man  of  Grahamsay^  and  Jama 
Gordon  of  Kt'rstoun^  to  take  Inspection  thereof,  and  that  upon 
the  Eighteenth  day  of  November  next  to  come*  and  to  rq«rt 
the  next  Quarter  Session. 

Sic  Subsaibitur^ 
Alexander  Dowgla^s.  P.J.P. 

On  the  ^isf  day  /^ October,  1709. 

The  liailie  of  JWrsay,  was  brought  from  his  own  Home  bt 
Invitation  to  Mr.  Sands  House,  and  (notwithstanding  of  the 
foresaid  Letter  given  under  his  hand  to  the  Justices'  Clerk)  he 
was  influenced,  cither  by  Mr.  Stjnds,  or  his  Friends  then  prescsx 
to  i^ive  Mr.  Siinds  a  Warrand  to  take  the  said  Sheep  frocn 
William  Stcns^^tr/li ;  this  was  six  Years  after  the  Sheep  hid 
been  stolen  :  as  appears  by  the  Process. 

At  the  Falhice  oj  Birsay,  November  8, 1 709. 

Whereas  at  the  last  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Pnct 
for  the  County  of  Orkney,  held  at  Kirheall^  the  27lh  day  a 
Octvler,  1709  ;  Tliere  was  a  Reference  made  to  Captain /itafl 
Mi'odie  of  Milsetter,  Mr.  Robert  Honeyman  of  Grahamuy,  and 
y<////o  Gordon  o^  Kerstoun^  three  of  the  Justices  of  Peace  of  the 
said  Country,  Appointing  them  to  Meet  at  Birsay^  to  nuke 
Tr}'al  nnd  Kn<iuiry  into  the  matter  of  the  Petition  presented  by 
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Vatiam  Stensgertk  in  Jiirsay,  against  Olk'tr  Harvey,  and 
Ir.  James  Sands,  Minister  of  Birsay:  And  to  Report  their 
Hligence  in  the  said  Matter  at  Next  Quarter  Sessions. 

Bui  in  regard  of  the  Winter  Season,  great  distance,  and  bad 
'eiries,  they  referred  the  Naming  of  the  Day  of  Meeting  to 
be  said  Captain  Moudie,  who  accordingly,  in  Court  before  all 
he  Justices,  appointed  the  15th  day  of  Noi-einber  xx^\,  or,  in 
ase  of  bad  Weather,  the  next  Immediat,  the  same  being  a 
awful  Day. 

In  Obedience  to  which  Order  the  said  Captain  Moody  did 
Vrite  from  Stromness,  17th  day  of  November  to  Grahamsay 
Lud  Kersloun,  shewing  them  that  he  came  from  home  the  14th, 
n  order  to  keep  appointment,  but  was  stopped  by  very  bad 
Veather,  but  told  he  was  at  Birsay  that  night,  and  desired 
hey  would  meet  the  i8th  Day  by  Nine  a  Clock,  in  order 
o  prosecute  the  matter  referred  to  them  as  above. 

The  i8th  day  of  A'oremher,  Captain  James  Moodie,  and 
fafnes  Gordon  of  Kerstoun,  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  above 
lamed  Country,  having  met  by  Nine  of  the  Clock  before 
Voon  at  the  Palace  aforesaid  of  Birsay,  did  wait  till  three 
n  the  Afternoon,  expecting  Grahamsay,  who  not  coming,  nor 
my  account  from  him,  The  saids  Two  Justices  thought  it 
heir  duty  to  proceed  to  enquire,  in  order  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
uU  and  clear  before  the  next  Quarter  Session. 

Parties  being  lawfully  summoned  by  Nicol  Johnston  Con- 
stable, who  verified  his  Citation. 

The  above  \\'ritten  Petition  given  in  to  the  Quarter- Session, 
ind  Reference  to  the  foresaids  Three  Justices  being  publickly 

Olivtr  lliin-ay  in  Birsay  Defender,  appeared,  and  being 
Interro^^'at  and  Examined  on  the  Heads  of  the  said  Petition, 
icknowlcdgcd  that  about  six  Years  ago,  he  did,  in  Company 
^ith  Robert  Cumkquoy,  Sheepman  in  Birsay,  take  an  Ewe  of 
H'iliiii'"  Stcris^crliis,  and  brought  the  said  Ewe  to  the  House  of 
yii.  James  Sands,  and  sometime  thereafter,  he  <lid  in  Company 
IS  above,  take  another  Ewe,  which  also  he  brought  to  Mr. 
Sand's  House,  and  that  he  had  the  Baillies  ^\'arrand  therefore, 
which  he  asserted  in  the  Uaillics  Face,  and  positively  affirmed 
that  William  Skns^erth  had  been  Summoned  before  the 
ISaillie  Court,  who  lias  Decerned  him  to  pay  some  Viccarage 
Poinds,  owing  liy  him  to  Mr.  Sands,  and  that  by  vertue  of  that 
Warrand  he  Poinded  him:  All  this  he  (being  several  times 
Examined  and  Interrogate)  Confessed  and  Declared  judicially. 
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But  being  enquired  for  his  said  Warrand,  he  then  said  he 
no  Written  Warrand,  but  only  the  Baillies  Verbal  Order,  i&J 
that  Mr.  James  Sands  told  him  he  had  the  Baillies  Warrand  r 
keeping,  who  ordered  him  to  take  these  shecij. 

Robert  Cumlequoy  in  Birsa%\  sheepman,  being  called  aad 
Interrogat  as  above,  Declares,  I'hat  some  Years  ago,  how  nue^ 
he  does  not  well  Remember,  but  thinks  about  six  Years.  (''Jrv 
Hartley  Session  OfVicer,  came  to  him  and  desired  he  w.#uld  co 
and  take  a  sheep  of  IViiliam  S/aiSji,rr/A^  Telling  he  hau  u.e 
Bailies  Warrand  for  it,  which  he  had  not  doubting,  because 
he  had  several  times  seen  the  said  Oiirtr  roindin^  Ux 
Viccaragc  Teinds  owing  to  the  Minister,  he  did  take  an  E«t 
belonging  to  U'/Z/iam  SteNSi;erth.  And  further,  that  soiec 
time  after  the  said  Ilancy  came  again  to  him.  and  told  him  u 
was  ordered  to  take  an  other,  which  also  he  did,  believing  thi: 
the  said  Oliver  had  the  Baillies  Order,  as  he  asserted :  Ata: 
Declares,  he  knows,  that  l>oth  these  Sheep  were  brought  to  th? 
House  of  Mr.  James  SanJs^  and  left  there.  This  he  oj<rJ^ 
Confessed  and  Declared  Judicially. 

The  Tico  Justices  above  nameJ^  considering^  that  tktf* 
seemed  here  to  he  some  Malverse  in  the  Baillie^  ordetti 

him  to  be  called. 

David  Ritchie  Baillie  of  Birsay  Compeared,,  and  bei^i 
Interrogate  concerni/ii^  the  abiK'e  matter^  Declared  ij  /t. 
Purpose, 

I'hat  William  Stensi^erth  was  never  summoned  l>cfore  him  :: 
that  matter,  nor  <lid  he  ever  Decern  or  Decreet  him  for  I^ebc 
due  to  Mr.  Siindsy  nor  that  any  Matter  of  Process  appeus  b 
his  Court -Ik)oks  against  him  therefore,  nor  does  he  remember 
to  hear  of  that  matter  till  very  lately,  nor  did  he  knov  ir 
Stens^erth  being  so  Poinded,  neither  did  he  ever  Complain  to 
him  thereof;  and  positively  affirmed  that  he  neither  by  Word 
or  Write  gave  onler  to  Poind  him  (for  any  such  Debt)  xo 
Jlarcey  or  any  other  that  he  never  used  to  direct  IVcccpts  or 
Warrand  for  Poinding  to  the  Session-Clerk  or  any  other 
Person,  but  always  directed  such  Warrand  to  the  Biilbr 
Court  Ot^cer,  who  he  desired  might  also  be  called  Uu 
examined. 

.And  further  added.  That  upon  the  31st  Day  of  Cktcher\aL 
iK-fore  Day  Light,  he  was  raised  out  of  his  lied,  much  agaxsi: 
his  will  l)y  the  Importunity  of  one  sent  to  bring  him  to  Mr 
Sands  I  louse,  whither  he  went,  and  where  he  was  so  dofd; 
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dyed  by  Mr.  Sands  and  hia  Friends,  that  they  did  oblige  him 
o  give  a  Paper  under  his  Hands  to  which  he  declares  he  was 
■ery  averse,  but  was  in  a  manner  compelled  to  it,  they  promising 
o  be  between  him  and  all  Danger. 

Then  the  Baiilie-Court  Officer  being  called,  and  Interrogate 
f  ever  be  had  summoned  William  SUiisgcrlh  by  the  Baillies 
Order  at  Mr.  Sandi  instance,  or  if  he  knew  of  his  being  before 
the  Court  therefore,  and  particularly  if  ever  he  had  Orders  to 
Poind  him,  or  was  assising  thereto.  To  all  which  he  declared 
Negaiiit. 

William  Slensgerth  then  bemg  called  adhered  to  his  Petition 
in  all  points,  and  being  asked,  wherefore  he  did  not  Complain 
to  the  Baillie  when  his  Sheep  were  taken,  Declared  he  was 
affraid  to  do  so ;  Because  Mr.  Sands  Threatened  him  with  the 
foggs,  only  for  Demanding  his  Sheep  back  again. 

'  The  Two  Justices  above  named,  as  a  Hark  of  Respect  to 
'  Mr.  Sands,  and  his  Character,  instead  of  a  Constable,  sent 
-  their  Land-Lord  George  Ritchie,  Desiring  he  would  come  and 
'  speak  with  them,' 

Accordingly  Mr.  Sands  appeared  and  said,  that  IVilliam 
Steiisgerlh  had  been  Owing  him  some  Viccarage  Teinds,  and 
would  neither  hold  Compt  nor  make  payment,  and  being 
Interro;,'ate,  if  he  had  ordered  Oliver  Hany  to  take  IVilliam 
SU'isgertlis  Sheep,  he  did  acknowledge  that  they  were  taken  by 
his  Orders,  and  brought  to  his  House,  but  that  he  gave  one  of 
them  back  again,  and  that  he  had  the  Bailies  written  Warrand 
for  it,  whereof  he  produced  a  true  Copy,  .ind  said  the  Bailie 
would  not  deny  but  he  gave  such  a  Warrand,  and  Desired  he 
might  be  Interrogate  before  him. 

David  Kitdiie  Bailie  of  Birsay  being  again  called,  and  Inter- 
rogate before  Mr.  James  Sands  did  say,  he  never  gave  any 
written  Warrand  before  the  31st  OcUiber  1709,  but  began  to 
vary  in  his  Words  ;  The  Justices  desired  he  might  put  in 
Writing  what  he  had  to  say,  and  give  it  in  Subscrived  with  his 
own  Hand,  which  he  accordingly  did.  The  Substance  whereof 
was  this,  That  he  never  gave  any  ^Vritten  Warrand  before  the 
31  St  of  October  1709,  and  Complained  that  he  was  Circum- 
vecned  in  Mr.  Sands  his  House,  the  said  31st  of  October. 

Then  the  above  Named  Mr.  Sands  desired  a  double  of 
William  Slmsgerth  Petition,  but  there  boing  no  Lybel  raised 
against  Mr.  Sands,  and  the  Justices  only  upon  Inquisition, 
could  not  give  a  Double  of  any  Petition,  but  offered  to  him  to 
see   and  Answer  if  he  pleased  :  He  desired  to  have  it  Read, 
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and  the  Justices  delivered  it  into  his  own  Hands,  who  read  x 
twice  over. 

Then  Mr.  Sands  finding  himself  in  a  Melancholly  Difxinin. 
alledged  that  Stens^erth  had  not  Personam  standi  in  juJwu, 
because  he  had  been  Convicted  for  Charming  and  Contalr.r: 
with  Charmers,  before  the  Kirk-Sessions  and  Presbjinr.  %stt 
had  made  Publick  Api)earance  before  the  Congregation  L^et* 
fore,  which  was  repelled  by  the  Justices,  because  in  tha:  case 
the  Queen's  Advocat  may  Pursue. 

The  above  written  was  presented  to  the  next  Quarter  Sess..:. 
by  Captain  James  Moodie  and  James  Gordon  Justices  aborc^ 
named,  and  approved  by  all  the  Justices  ;  but  in  respect  the 
pnrosecuting  this,  struck  so  home  at  the  Honour  and  Rej'Ui 
of  the  Established  Clergy,  as  well  as  Mr.  Sand^  Interest, 
for  some  other  Reasons  known  to  the  Justices,  and  upon  the 
Presbytries  humble  supplication,  they  were  influenced  to  Le: 
this  Process  drop ;  the  Presbytry  promising  to  live  more  drcuzi- 
spectly,  and  to  behave  with  greater  respect  towards  the  Josiioei 
who  they  found  no7v  could  call  them  to  an  AccounL 

The  Justices  proposed  some  easy  Terms  of  Accommoditiaa 
to  all  which  the  Presbytry  Condescended,  as  you  see  by  te 
inclosed  Double  of  their  Agreement,  called  Commoolj  in  oir 
Country  the  Mutton  Coi^enant, 

There  is  likewise  a  Proccs  for  Oppression  against  asocbcrof 
these  Brethren  Master  Tlwmas  Baikie^  at  the  instance  fAJama 
Flett  in  Bea.  And  an  other  Petition  against  him  for  StoliBf. 
or  by  Op])rcssion,  taking  away  several  Sheep  from  a  poor  Mm 
an  account  whereof  you  may  exinrct  by  the  first  occasioo. 

I  am  in  all  Duty 
Sir 
Your  most  bumble  Savant 
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ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT 

Betwixt  the 

Honourable  Justices  of  Peace  for 

ORKNEY 

and 

Th2   Presbytrv  Of    Kirkwall; 

Mutually  with  consent  gone  inlo. 

Imp. — That  if  there  be  any  Reflections  or  Aspersions  upon 
the  Justices,  in  general,  or  particular,  in  the  Presbytry's 
Records,  the  same  shall  be  Expung'd  at  the  Sight  of  two  of  the 
Justices;  since  J/r.  Lyon  his  coming  into  this  Country;  and 
iheir  Records  to  be  exposed  to  the  saids  two  Justices  (since  the 
foresaid  time)  appointed  to  see  the  saraen  done. 

sdo — That  seing  it  is  alledged,  there  are  several  Repre- 
sentations given  by  the  said  Presbytrte,  and  particular  Members 
thereof,  which  are  Reflections  on  the  Justices  ;  that  the  Presby- 
trie,  and  any  particular  Member  so  singled  out,  shall  give  a 
Paper,  Declaring,  That  the  said  alledged  Misrepresentations 
are  false  and  groundless  (if  any  be) ;  and  to  give  Security,  nor 
to  Represent  thejustices  in  time  coming,  for  any  Injury  alledged 
to  be  done  unto  the  Justices,  or  any  other  Gentlemen  in  thi; 
Countr)-;  until  such  time  as  they  shall  apply  to  thejustices 
for  Redress. 

3tio — That  they  shall  in  time  coming,  carry  themselves 
Respectfully,  Christianiy,  and  Kindly,  towards  the  Justices,  and 
all  the  other  Gentlemen  in  the  Country  j  and  not  to  do  any- 
thing, direcUy  nor  indirectly,  that  may  be  the  Seed  of  a  Plea, 
or  have  any  Tendency  to  a  Difference  betwixt  the  Justices  and 
the  said  I'reshytrie. 

4I0 — That  the  Presbytrie  shall  not  assume  to  themselves 
[he  Power  of  lurisdiction,  either  in  Civils  or  Criminals,  which 
is  cotnpetent  to  the  Justices  by  Law. 
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5to — That  if  any  Justice  or  Gcntlcnun-Hcritor.  who  b 
desirous  to  have  that  Form  of  the  LORD's  Prayer  in  Coe- 
clusion  of  their  Prayers ;  that  the  Presbytrie  may  dispoK 
therewith,  and  grant  Orders  therefore,  in  the  Publick  Wonhqx 

6to — If  the  Presbytrie  be  willing,  to  Acquiesce  to  the  ibnc 
Preliminaries,  that  the  Justices  or  such  itarticular  Members  a 
them,  as  have  been  Slisrepresentcd  or  Reflected  upon,  cr 
receivcd,  any  Indignities,  are  willing  to  pass  them  entirely  oir. 
and  have  no  Resentment  upon  that  Account. 


FOLLOWKS  THE  PRESBYTERY'S  ANSWER. 

As  to  the  ist — We  are  satisfied  to  expose  our  Pres^ytefTl 
Books  and  Minutes  since  Mr.  Lyon  his  coming  to  this  Ci^ooat 
to  any  Two  of  the  Justices ;  and  if  there  be  any  Reflection  or 
Asix,Tsion  found  in  the  Book  (as  we  are  hopeful  there  is  noil 
We  sliall  Record  hereafter  an  EXONERATION  to  the  icmob- 
ablc  Satisfaction  to  any  Justice  who  shall  think  himself  thcRtv 
Icas'd,  in  respect  it  is  not  in  our  Power  now  to  alter,  in  w  fair 
as  the  Book  is  filled  up  ;  And  if  there  be  any  reall  Aspenioa 
in  the  Minutes  that  arc  not  Recorded,  the  same  shall  be  o- 
pungcfl  at  the  siphl  of  the  said  Two  Justices. 

2ndo — As  to  the  Second — If  any  Member  of  this  Presbfin 
so  Misrepresenting  the  same,  bein^  made  appear  before  Ae 
Justices  Ordinary,  shall  be  obliged  to  retract  and  fpre  (be 
satisfaction  ;  and  for  maintaining  a  lasting  Peace  and  Abiit 
on  our  parts,  betAvixt  the  Justices  and  us,  the  Piesbyuy  :* 
willing  to  engage  that  they  shall  not  make  any  RepreaentalioBi 
against  the  Justices  or  (icntry  for  any  wrong,  we  suppoK  to 
have  received  or  may  receive,  until  w*e  first  Address  the  Jnsckvf 
of  Peace  hereon,  and  be  refused,  or  unnecessarily  ddntd 
Justice  therein  ;  providing  always  this  have  no  respect  to  Pleti 
of  I^w  for  Debts,  Sums  of  Money,  or  the  like ;  and  pcovidiB| 
the  Justices  dcall  also  in  like  manner  with  us  in  matters  cob- 
petent  to  the  Presbytrie's  Cognizance. 

3tio— -7y  to  the  Third  -The  Prcsbytry  has  still  endeiroiacd 
and  )>r(>mises  by  the  Lord's  strength  still  to  endeavour  js 
becomes  the  Ministers  of  Christ,  to  cany  themselves  Rcspeci- 
fiilly,  (Muistianly,  and  kindly  towards  the  Justices  and  ochcn 
in  the  ( 'ountry,  and  not  to  do  anything  directly  or  indirecdy  :o 
their  KnovvIedL^e,  that  may  be  the  Seed  of  a  Plea,  or  have'asv 
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Tendency  to  a  Difference,  and  they  expect  the  like  from  the 
Justices, 

4to — The  Preabetry  shall  not  assume  any  power,  but  what 
belongs  to  Presbetries,  and  is  agreeable  to  Law  and  warranta- 
ble practice  of  the  Established  Church  ;  and  on  the  other  part, 
the  Presbetrie  expects,  that  the  Justices  will  not  encroach  upon 
the  power  of  the  Presbytry,  or  Church  Judicatories,  but  give 
Countenance  to  the  Ministers  of  Christ  in  their  Bounds,  and 
strengthen  their  hands  in  their  Discipline  so  far  as  they  are 
ira  powered  by  Law, 

Sto — The  Presbytry  is  willing  to  recommend  to  all  their 
Members,  to  use  the  Lords  Prayer  in  tenninis,  hoping  the  same 
may  be  a  mean  to  gab,  and  bring  in  some  who  Dissent  from 
the  Ordinances. 

6to — Ai  to  the  Sixth — The  Presbytry  Judge  it  very  Chrislian 
in  the  Justices  to  foigive  all  Offences  they  think  themselves  to 
have  received  from  the  Presbytry  or  any  of  it's  Members,  as  the 
Presbytry  and  it's  Members  do  from  their  Hearts  forgive 
them.  The  Presbytry  further  adds  and  proposes  to  the  Justices, 
that  such  as  have  Misrepresented,  or  may  misrepresent  them 
or  any  of  their  Members  unto  the  Justicars,  they  may  cause 
punish  them  according  to  Law, 

The  above  Written  Arlicks  are  gone  in  unto  and  agreed 
upon  betwixt  the  said  Justices  of  Peace  and  the  Presbytry  :  In 
Testimony  whereof  these  Presents  are  subscrived  at  Kirkwall 
this  Eleventh  day  oi  March,  One  Thousand,  Seven  Hundred  and 
Ten  Years. 

The  Margine  is  sign'd  by  Sir  William  Craigie  of  Gersey  in 
Name  of  the  Justices  and  by  Mr.  John  Gibson,  Moderator  in 
Name  of  the  Presbytry. 

Sic  Subscribitur : — 

Wiiliani  Craigie,  Alexander  Douglas,  James  MooiHe,  James 
Gordon,  Robert  Ste7vart,  fobn  Sleii-art,  Thomas  Biiehannan, 
James  Graham,  David  Trail,  Robert  Stavart,  Robert  Baekie, 
Patrick  Graham,  Koliert  Honeyman,  Daind  Sutherland,  Wil- 
Ham  Liddel,  David  Ritehie,  John  Coventrie,  Alexander  Ste^vart, 
Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  John  GH'Son.  Alexander  Keith,  Alexander 
Grant,  Edtoard  Indue,  James  Sands,  John  Keith,  John  Pileairn, 
Andretv  Ker,  Ministers; 

LxtmclL'd  by  Warrand  of  the  Justices  by  me, 

Anthkw  Young,  Clerk 
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At  Kirkwall,  the  Ei^ht  Day  of  March,  One  TfumsamJ  ur^ 
hundn'tf  and  ttti  years. 

About  the  Supplication  presented  to  the  Right  Honoonb^; 
the  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  Stewartiy  of  Orkney^  by  yamg. 
FUtt,  of  Bea :  Mentioning,  That  where  the  saiil  IVtitJoocK. 
and  his  Forebears,  has  been  in  the  Peaceable  Posscssioo  of  h« 
seat  in  the  Kirk  of  Harray^  upwards  of  this  Threescort  aad 
Ten  Years,  without  any  Interruption  :  While  of  late,  Mr.  TktmMk 
Baikii^  Minister  of  Kirkivall^  obtained  an  Act  of  Presbyme 
in  his  Favours,  to  the  said  Seat  ;  for  what  Reasons,  and  bf 
what  Right,  is  altogether  unknown  to  the  Petitioner.  By  Vcftac 
of  which  Act  of  Presbytrie,  the  Petitioner  i»-as  btely  chufed 
to  Remove  from  the  Scat,  by  the  Mouth  of  Mr.  Samis,  Wvaaaa 
of  //array  and  Jfirsay,  most  unjustly  and  wrongou&ly.  Invadai 
Men's  Pro[>erties,  and  contrar  to  the  least  shadow  of  Ijv 
'i'herefore  the  saids  Justices  may  take  the  Premisses  to  ibcr 
serious  Consideration,  and  entpiire  narrowly  in  the  nunc. 
that  Mr.  liackie's  Title  may  l)e  known,  and  that  Justice 
may  be  done  to  both  Parties  according  to  I-aw:  whvi 
Petition  being  considered  by  the  Justices,  thejr  appxn:?: 
Mr.  liaikie  to  be  Cited  against  three  of  the  Clock  Afleraxr 
to  Answer  ;  Mr.  luiikie  l>eing  Cited  against  the  Afternoon,  isvi 
the  Petition  .T  and  he  both  (^)m]>earing  Personally,  Mr. /»j;:i.^' 
answered  Prifni^  that  he  finding  he  had  goo<l  Right  to  the  ^ 
Seat,  did  Pciiticm  the  Presbytr}-  of  Kirkxvaii  for  Po«csk2^ 
him  legally  of  the  same  ;  and  accordingly  the  Presbytry  harisi 
called  a  Visitation  at  the  Kirk  of  Harray^  and  heard  boCfi 
Parties,  and  several  times  thereafter  in  often  Presbj-tiy  at  Kvt 
UHill  haviT^c  reasone<i  u[>on  the  same,  both  Parties  sometisso 
present ;  tliey  had  at  length  found  it  just  to  determine  the  sui 
Seat  in  Mr.  Baicku  s  flivours,  and  accordingly  had  granted  Its 
\\x\  Act  thereupon,  apiK)inted  to  be  Registrat  in  the  Pre?»b>trei 
of  Kirkii'alL  and  Session  Hooks  of  I/array.  And  that  *<iaj 
the  saiil  atVair  is  alreaily  Judged  and  l>etemiincd  by  tSe 
Prcsbytry  of  tlie  Hounds,  a  Legally  Established  Judicatory, 
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ornpetent  in  that  matter,  Mr.  Backie  thinks  that  no  other 
udicatoiy  within  the  bounds  can  Recognoss  the  same, 
ectindo,  Mr.  Backie  answers,  that  his  his  Title  to  the  said  Seat 
■as  made  evident  to  the  Presbytry,  he  being  Sole  Propriaiot  of 
le  Lands  of  the  Selaiters  in  Burmcs,  in  Harray,  who  Built 
lat  Seal,  and  unto  whom  that  part  of  the  Church  belongs  and 
'hose  Tenents  Thatched  that  part  of  the  Church,  and  have 
Iways  been  Accustomed  to  Possess  the  Foredask  of  that  Seat. 
"ertio — Mr.  Backie,  has  further  a  Deposition  to  the  said  Seat 
om  the  Representatives  of  the  saids  Sclatters,  of  Burrows. 

The  Justices  having  considered  the  Petition  and  Answers, 

T^y  Decerned  Mr.  Baickie  and  the  Petitioner  to  Exhibits  and 
^duee  their  several  Rights  to  the  said  Seat,  at  the  next  Quarter 
euion,  in  case  Mr.  Baickie  be  on  the  place,  and  in  ease  of  his 
bsettce  at  the  Lambmass  Quarter  Session  next,  with  certification 
gainst  the  Faillier,  i&'t,  and  in  the  meantime  the  Petitioner  to 
'assess  the  Seat,  while  furder  Order. 

N.B.^The  Sands  episode,  the  Concordat,  and  the  Petition 
re  all  entered  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Reading  Room  of  the 
■ritish  Museum  under  the  heading  of, 

Orkney,  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  in,'  &c.,  Glasgow,  1710,  and 
lere  is  a  note  saying  copy  imperfect,  title-page  missing ;  but, 
i  the  copy  in  the  Advocates'  Librarj',  Edinburgh  has  also  no 
tlepage,  it  is  probable  there  never  was  one. 

The  rough  draft  of  the  Concordat  is  amongst  the  Presbytery 
.ecords  at  Kirkwall 
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Agricultural  Holdings  in  Caithness^  The  Orkneyi^  attd  SkiU^^ 

from  the  official  returns. 

Table  t.-NUMRKR  OF  HOLDINGS  IS  EAOI  CLA!« 


utnct 


Year. 


'50  acre'* 
•    and 
'  under. 


C.iihnes.-.{     ;Jj^ 
The  Orkneys  | 
Shetland......  | 


I 


1875 
i8<k> 


2. ant) 
a. Ota 


».87J 


1875  !  3.7^5 


I 


5n  to 
loo. 


«5S 

187 

879 


J6 


100  to 

JCM. 


«37 
154 

»3« 

J" 


300  Co 
500. 


39 
37 

30 
I) 

7 

4 


soot)  ;   ■• 

..•OP.     I 

1 


»9 

30 

4 
4 

a 
a 


9 

ft 

I 
3 

I 
I 


Taw-ic  J. -total  ACRKA(;K  i^y  E.\CJf  class  or  HOLDIiCGS. 

Diarict. 


!  $oa«.'rv».         .  .  .      " 

Year.  I     and  '*''"        mo  to;    joo  to       jooCa 


I  under. 


1P75      '^>. -47 


lijij. 


Caithness  ».  I 

I     The  Orkneys  (     ''"'S     *'-»*7 
'I      ic;»      47«--J 

I 

■     Shetland......  I     '!'"'      ''  j'' 


3i<j. 


i^.ySi  2f>.7ai 

I'. 'fit  '   17.7^4 

'4^^  i      5. 35-* 

-.*/>  5.553 


500. 


I. 


H.J4T         •.|»J 

•'>.8;9   \     t  $ji 


».3»9 
1.736 


1.176 
>*>41 


J.M7 


T.I 


I 


1  AHLB  3  -ANALYSIS  OF  TABLKS  1  AND  a.  SHOWING  AVEKACC  KVIIH» 
OF  ACKKS  OF  KACH  HmLDINO  IN  tACH  CLASS 


District. 


'50  a'Tc"« 
;  Year         ;«nd 
i  iinKr 


I      i?7«;      II  3." 
'(      I'-i-ti      ij   ,44 


I  he  •  rVn-y 

h  irlUfhl  ......  '  '  ' 

I       I  -  >j       I  > '  I  S  7 


J     i=7s     !•;  ?i  ' 

\       I.-.-XJ       I'    4/ 
I 


l>iO 


7-  li 

^l4l 

'«  '7 

<  7  -J 

7}  i.> 
7470 


too  to 
I     3«>- 


17*  J 


I 


1A54 
I'«4  3 


to 


500. 


310  8 
373  7 

3^4  9 
375  • 


17S  6  1     331  7 
«85«    !     4J«S 


9o»6» 
I, 


aad      •■■?  al 


5io7  ii»T 
6«4  7 

S9i  MM     ;  •-?«! 

•7»»  WU  »■•''•» 
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O-ITHNKSS. 

T«.0«»^. 

S«=r^.». 

.Btd. 

m. 

.870. 

,B8.. 

.B,a. 

,.... 

AcK. 

ACIM. 

Acret 

A<™, 

ALt«. 

Ami. 

Towl.™    ...        _.        _ 

M5,7oS 

44S.708 

Tout  «o«ae«nd«  crap.. 

buebllow.MidgrRU   ... 

™.«« 

«i.93B 

«S,<H9 

.98.79S 

S"^S' 

ComCrops- 

Whai       

B.HcT.orBm 

ih 

■,«s 

Oils          

3=;fi35 

JH,396 

b;."9 

«>■'= 

415 

4B 

EmII!             

Pgu              

3* 

30 

'9 

38 

_ 

Total  of  Com  Cr^^ps... 

J«.1?7 

35.e„ 

M.S'i 

38.333 

".in 

'-.774 

llr«n  Crap.- 

Polalors    .-        

..gte 

Turnips  md  Swttlei     ... 

,D,ja, 

?fi3 

Manpilil 

C4bta«,  ""KobV-Riblli; 

83 

aS3 

Velchn  mi  olhcr  Gimti 

1           Crnpi  eicEpi  Clowr  and 

1           GiM.^     

31= 

Bu, 

119 

349 

TolalofGrcciiCrops^. 

<S.?!14 

.6.899 

M."^ 

■;,4Bi 

3,4«9 

4.140 

=7,6,6 

16.635 

757 

PjmuHiCTlPMmre.oiCraM 

DOI  broken  up  in  Kouilun 

(eic)uH<.E    of    Hulfi   nr 
Jrtounuin  Land) 

»5.6=1 

k.BhS 

4T,6<^ 

FlM 

Bart  Fdlnw  orUncroppcd 

'         ArabLi  Lund        

,,.3t 

g=6 

'■'•' 

"'' 

',9=11 

9S7 
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Tarm  5— number  of  live  lO'OCK 


CAiTHNKtt.        Thb  OKKKn*         Sam~&«a 


1870. 

1B81. 

ilTO. 

ilii. 

•■'^ 

tRi 

Hiinet  (locluduig  Pooieft)  a» 
Returned  by  Occupies  of 
I  And.  used  liolely  fur  Agri- 
culture      •••        ••• 

Unhr»ken  Hoixcsand  Maren 
kept  &->lrly  for  breeding... 

J.7<S 
1,009 

3.9»7 
i.aSs 

4.579 

97» 

5.55« 

8,43B 

9>S5> 
".»35 

«5.*94 
10,470 

•5.7*4 

5.3*3 

i.a}i 

1 

t.6Qt 
•■■47 

T<Jtal  of  Hurses 

4.784 

5.189 

6.795 

3.450 

y.778 

63.699 

a4,673 

88.37a   ' 

6.iti 

M« 

Caitle— 
row«  and  Heifers  in  Milk 
or  in  Calf          

Othrr  Cattle    - 
3  yrars  nf  age  and  above 
Under  2  yean  of  aKC     ... 

7.086    . 

9.34* 

4.  3*4 

•■-4>S 

Total  i.f  Cattle 

19.731 

i6.io] 

-ojta 

lb  IT* 

>hcep  - 

1  yrar  old  and  ab  ive 
Under  I  year  nld 

55.7«7    i 
34,389    • 

i6Jm 

iB.sia 

Total  of  Sheep       ...     | 

88.016 

•9-6* 
J-7«»  1 

•aCi} 

l«^I* 

1    1^^        •••                 ••■                  •••                  *•• 

«.774 

1.647 

4.M4 

Vf«4 
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From  the  Orkney  Herald-.  May  ^rd,   1882. 

STOCK   AND    EGG    EXPORTS    FROM    ORKNEY. 

"  To-day  we  give  details  of  the  exports  of  stock  and  eggs 
■'  from  Orkney  during  last  year.  The  statistics  have  been 
"  collected  with  great  care  from  a  variety  of  sources,  and 
"  although  there  may  be  a  few  omissions,  the  figures  are  sub- 
"  stantially  correct,  and  in  any  case  where  there  was  not  de* 
"  finite  data  to  go  upon  the  estimate  Is  given  so  low  as  to  be 
"  below  the  actual  number.  While  the  exports  this  year  show 
"an  increase  of  17  bulls,  982  sheep,  54  horses,  and  49  live 
"  pigs  as  compared  with  last  year,  there  is  a  decrease  of  226 
"  cattle  and  83  lambs.  This  season,  however,  we  give  the 
'■  number  of  dead  pigs,  of  which  we  had  no  definite  statistics 
"  for  the  previous  year,  and  representing  a  money  value  of 
"  .^^9.048-  The  total  number  of  slock  of  all  kinds,  including 
"  dead  pigs,  is  18,052,  against  14,243  in  1880,  and  the 
"estimated  value  -Qj2^,oi^  5^.,  as  against  ^111,188  41. 
"  The  net  increase  in  value  for  the  year  is  £,2,(>Ti,  or  with 
•'  the  addition  of  the  dead  pigs,  ^ii,72r.  Comparing  these 
•'  figures  with  those  for  1866,  we  find  that  there  is  an  increase 
"  in  the  animals  exported  of  3,477,  valued  at  ^^35,176.  The 
■•  increase  in  the  money  value  is  very  striking  ;  and  this  is  the 
"  more  remarkable  when  it  is  mentioned  that  in  1866  more 
"  cattle  were  sent  from  Orkney  than  last  year ;  but  sheep  and 
"  lambs  were  only  about  half  the  present  number.  It  must  be 
■■  remembered,  however,  that  fifteen  years  ago  nearly  all  the 
"  cattle  sent  south  were  store  and  lean  beasts,  while  of  late 
"  years  farmers  have  paid  more  attention  to  feeding  beasts, 
'■  This  season  the  increase  in  the  value  of  eggs  exported  is 
"  jCs^^  '3^-  ^-  ^s  compared  with  last  year,  and  ^,{^12,428  loi. 
■'  over  the  value  of  those  exported  in  1866,  the  totals  being 
■■ /^2o,8S4  13^-  Ad,  £z2,Tu,  and  ^33,282  13J.  ^d. 
•■  respectively.     For  1866  the  estimated  value  is  jd.  per  doz. 
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and  for  the  last  two  years  &/.  per  doz.  The  details  of  tbr 
exports  of  last  year  will  show  the  extent  of  this  traftc 
The  number  of  boxes  exported  was  79I32,  contaznoy 
from  120  to  160  dozen  each.  Taking  the  average  numbs 
in  each  box  at  140  dozen,  this  gives  a  total  of  998^.^ 
dozen,  or  11,981,760  eggs.  Adding  the  value  of  c^ 
and  stock  together  we  get  the  large  revenue  of  jf  156,191 
135.  \d,  from  these  sources,  'i'he  total  rental  of  tbe 
islands,  including  ;{^i  1,000  for  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall 
^s  ^79)539i  so  ^^^^  these  exports  are  almost  equal  10 
double  the  entire  rental  of  the  county,  or  excluding  the 
burgh  and  other  town  valuations,  about  three  times  the  rcstil 
of  the  rural  districts.  In  the  annexed  table  the  estimated 
value  of  stock  |)er  head  for  1881  is — cattle,  jfi6;  ballk 
;{^2o;  horses,  ^^22;  sheep,  3^^. ;  lambs,  331.;  live  p9& 
;^3  \os.\  and  dead  pigs,  j^3.  The  odd  shillings  art 
omitted  in  the  tabular  statement 


tSSi 

iSPo 

«••♦ 

••5,707  cattle     ...  C^\,l\2 

5.933 

;f9U96« 

5.S24 

/7:-3* 

**       79bulN      ...        i,5So 

62 

1.240 

82 

tojc 

*'     288  hor^ics  ...       6,336 

234 

5."4> 

198 

^obc 

"5,782  sheep    ..       10,118 

4.S500 

8,400 

3.418 

$.<*: 

"  2,815  !»">'«     ••        3.237 

2,898 

3.333 

2,819 

2.St; 

"     365  live  pi;^          1,277 

316 

1,106 

98 

zao 

"  3tOi6  dead  do.         9.04S 

•  •  •                         ^^* 

— 

*  18,052                 /"i  22.909 

14.243 

/MI.I8S 

'<2.i39 

/9».3»: 

''  The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  valoe  <if  tbe 
"  exports  fifteen  years  ago:  — 


7,340  cattle  C«  ;{^io  each 
140  horses  (a  ;^io  each     . 

4,580  sheep  and  lambs  @  21J.  each 
200  live  pigs  ^  6o.f.  each  . 

2,315  dead  pigs  ^  65^.  each 


jC  7  3.400 
1*400 

4,809 
600 

7.5M 


M,575 


^.87.733 
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'  The  egg  exports  for  the  three  years,  i88r,  1880,  and  i856. 
■re  as  under  : — 


1866- 


-998,480  doz.  @  Sfl".  . 
-983,320  doz.  @  M.  . 
-715,000  doz.  @  id.  . 


32'774 
20,854 


'  These  statistics  show  that  the  islands  are  developing  at  a 
■  steady  pace  as  a  food -producing  district.  In  cattle  breeding 
'  no  place  in  ihe  kingdom  has  been  so  fortunate  as  Orkney, 
'■  for  there  has  never  been  an  epidemic  amongst  the  stock, 
"  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  animals  find  a  ready  sale  at  high 
'  prices  in  the  southern  markets.  The  extraordinary  export  of 
"  eggs  also  proves  that  the  farmers'  wives  attend  to  their  part 
"  of  the  work,  and  add  a  tidy  sum  every  year  to  the  income 
"  from  the  farm." 
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ACCOUNT  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  BARRELS  OF  HERRINGS  CAUGHT 
1\  THt:  OKKNLVS  AND  SHETLAND,  A\D  THEIR  C LASS  1  EICA'l ION, 
FOR  YhARS  iE7;-Ei. 


h,.Orl.ncjs    ... 

j     |S)7 

1   'E;" 

heiland.'..       ... 

Is; 

1    'S^'' 

ihr  E 

48  !5-'           8.183 

■htUrluiey,    ... 

.7.5'.i      1     3.9'E 

hctlaod 

1  '^^' 

i-i.V."           D.B« 

jand  ini;i>  lakrn  juit  btfiiri:  .Kiinwiiiiit; ;  iliE  "laalici"  aie  Ihrf/nin  fish.  m-uLlcd  Tr.-ni 
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No.  2. 


ACCOUNT  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  SMACKS.  AND  QUAXTITV  or  C   I 
l.INO  AND  HAKh'    CAUGHT  IN  THLM  uK  IN  OI'r.N   B  «AX& 


No.  of 


T'iii- 


The  Orkneys... 
Shetland.^    ... 
The  Orkneys... 
Shctluul...     ... 

The  OrkiK)-«... 

Shetland 

llie  ( >rkn«yk.., 

Shrtlanil , 

The  Orkneys... 
Shetland.^     .., 


I  ,     I 


18771 

35 

.377' 

71 

i--7b. 

33 

187? 

73 

187^ 

as 

Ih7v 

74 

I''.'. 

as 

i:ro 

<^;i 

I-;-!  I 

3.^ 

ic.-i 

5'' 

I 


3.2^4 

3-.J«« 
5.4'/j 

«.S  4 

1.7^0 


Men. 


4M 

fe47 
4*3 

3Sj 

7?^ 
7^. 

05* 


Smack  cai'gmt 
risH. 


CAl'i.MT  Plkl 


VS' 


No.         Weiihl       N, 


:4V 


C«t»    I  i'«m 


fS3.937=«7.'-i 
1.^7.442=14  »4'^ 
37^.iW»=io,3«j 

4i8.7i<3~-  W.I  'I 

I,Or'   (r64-^,l4' 

■»47/5!i-  7.*r 
l,u/J.J47=  J3,..uC 


I 


■  .}S4.»J  =  ^^  i.« 

Ji7.«T»  =  «->.-s« 
i.jui.^aC^S'  54: 

9/7.*^J  =  ?'  V. 


No.  3. 

.\irOUNT  SHDW'INr,  ToTM.  ijU.VNTITY  nf  COO.  LING  ANIt  HAkL 
K\I'()Kri:]»  FROM    IHt:  (IKKNLVS  ANI»  SHtTLANI). 


1o 

1.1  ihe 

1 0  ]ibcs«  cHit 

Tt*: 

1 

IrrlanJ. 
cwi«. 

Coni.ocnt. 

•  f  Kun^pc. 

t*,*rmi 

CVtl. 

cwtv 

r«t«- 

Thr  Orkncv>    . 

1S77 

3.47< 

.  .  . 

3-4'» 

Shetlaiul.  .     . 

1.S77 

21,125 

23,26> 

44- >V 

The  (»rkne>s... 

187S  . 

2,6iy(> 

■ . . 

X6M 

Shetland 

1S7S  i 

23.  MO 

27.»fe 

•  •  ■ 

y^5» 

The  Orhinv.H 

lN?» 

2,49* 

■     . 

■  « 

a^" 

Shetlaiul  ..     . 

1S79 

17.7*^ 

31.620 

, 

49k4<« 

Thtr  <  >rkni'vs. 

,  iSSo 

I.O.^O 

,      , 

. 

1.0JD 

Shetland 

1  1880] 

27t5J>5 

23*561 

SI.U& 

'ITic  OrkncyN.. 

iSSi 

I,OMO 

•   ■  ■ 

. 

I.OID 

Shetland 

IS8I 

ii,6ik> 

24,602 

■ 

AIM 

\>»:>.  -It  will  Y-r  M-en  fn>m  thr  jNat  lallc  nr  aceount  tku  no  rijd. 
c«]Miri(i!  iHrert  fmni  (he  <  >rkncy«  :  what  ciirvd  ft«h  it  «rnt  lij  Ifja.   tk 
m.irkct  f>ir  th.-«  ft»h.  lias  t>i  U  >«n(  I  here  a»  "  SHclUnd"  fish  ;  ■•  the 
sail  t-»  ha\c  Utn  so  sluveiily  at  uac  lime,  thai  ihc  Spaoiavda  waU  kiw 

say  :•■  tt. 
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JNT  SHOWING  NUMBER  AND  TONNAGE  OF  BOATS  OF  THE 
1ST.  SECOND,  AND  THIKD  CLASSES,  FOR  THE  YEARS  i877-»i. 
GISTERED  IN  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 


F,iinKG  Boats. 

Diuricu. 

FiraClM^ 

SKondCliuB. 

TWrdClm. 

iind  upi-n^ 

3ot«.k«I. 

.Sf«.k«!. 

No.  iTwj. 

Nn 

Nn 

>6 

S 

iBtD 

1.D<« 

i 

»Ti 

lAiwyi   ...    ... 

rfc. 

z 

l.bi) 

'°5 

•:^ 

e>e 

,„ 

'■*'" 

,bu. 

=.. 

ij. 

.,«. 

■INC,  NUMBER  OF  FISHERMEN  AND  BOYS,  OF   FISH- 

iii'EKH,  A\ri  OTiiEk  pFRsnxs  conneci'ed  with 

.lES  IN  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETlj^NI);    AND  THE 
VALUE  .OF    BO.VTS,    NETS.    AND    LINES,   FOR    1 


THS  ORKHEVS  ASD  SHSTLAND. 


§8^ 

amo 


i=ll 


SB; 


.U' 


;j~.i 


I  1 


?  5  5  ?  S  ?  s 

'    ■?     I     I.     i    s     \    . 

r/TTT?  7" 

=    :    a  ^  i    a   J 


>  E  -   *  s   r  £ 


\  t  s  i  \  -^  % 


i  I -i  I  4  j  j  i 


IJIII 
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APPENDIX  H. 

From   Hibbert's  "  Dkscriptiok    of  the  Shetlaxd  btr* ' 

"  Account  of  a  Voyaj^e  to  the  Haaf  as  j^m  fy  a  fiskermutn 

at  Feidcland  in  NorthmaTnme. 

"  MoNY  a  foul  dac  hae  I  seen  at  da'Haaf ;  bit  I  tink  Martinj 
builimus^  dae  fearnyear^  wis  da  warst  dae  I  e\-er  saw.  He 
wis  a  bonny  morning,  but  a  grit  lift  i*da  sea  and  a  hac:'e 
o'  brak.  So  I  said  to  wir  men,  we  hae  a  guid  nchtrt^  o'  had'iick^ 
he's  bonny  wathcr,  and  I  link  we'll  try  da  deep  watter.  So  «e 
gat  wir  tows  ami  capistancs  ^  into  the  boat,  and  we  set  aff,  ifri 
we  rowM  oot  upon  him  till  we  sank  a'da  laigh  land,  and  din 
we  began  and  laid  fram^  ^  and  whan  we  cuist  wir  ooier  A*r,* 
diel  a  stane  o'  Shetland  did  we  see,  except  da  tap  o'  Roene«« 
Hill  and  da  Pobies  o'  Unst.  Noo  hi  heptid  togro/rat  tiu  iw 
east.  "'  So  whan  we  had  sittcn  a  while,  we  tuck  wir  hrte  •  and 
l)egan  to  hail ;  ^  and.  faith,  before  we  gat  in  ee  packie  o*  io«i^ 
four  men  cood  doe  nae  mair  dan  keep  da  to7o  at  da  kaih.  ^  We 
gat  tu^artrce^^  fish  f*ra'dat^'^'^  and  at  last  sic  a  grit  weight 
cam  upo'  da  line,  dat  it  tuik  a'  mi  strent  to  hail,  and  whan  :: 
cam  to  (la  7i'</v/,  ^^  what  wis  it  bit  a  grit  dayvel  of  a  skate.  So 
I  said  to  Tammy,  dam  her,  cut  her  awa,  wha's  geeaa  to  fow 
under  her  sic  a  dae  ?  So  he  tuik  da  skuin  ^^  and  smetd  dm  iMiAr.'-* 
And  at  last  we  got  in  wir  tows,  and,  faith,  we'd  gottra  a  biav 
puckle  o'  fish.  Noo,  says  I,  lads,  i'  God's  name  JU  dm 
and  swift  da  saily  ^^'  da  east  tide  is  rinning,  and  well  sul 
by  sooth  upon  him.  So  I  guid  i'  the  starn,  and  just  as  wc 
gae  sail,  he  made  a  watter  aff  o'  da  fore  kaib,  and  when  he 

'  Fcstum  St.  Martin  lUillicntis?  '  I.3ftt  ytar. 

'  (lOMtl  quantity.  ^  Stones  usetl  for  sinking  the  Is 

''  Laid  their  lines  to  MMuarcI.  '  Threw  their  last  or 

~  It  Ix'gan  ti>  blow  an  increasing  hreere  from  the  soQth-eu 

-  Hu.>y.  •  Haul. 

'"  Keep  the  line  at  the  thowl  on  \«hich  they  rest  in  hanlinf. 

<^    I  u  11  or  three.  *'^  For  all  that.  »  Gnnwale  ol  the 

'^  Knife.  *^  Cut  the  line  to  whidi  Ike  book  n 

"'  Tut  up  the  mast  ami  reef  the  sail. 
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brook,  he  took  Hackie '  aS  o'  da  skair  taft^  and  laid  him  in 
da  shott,  Dan  I  cried  to  Gibbif^  for  God's  sake  to  strik  da 
head  oot  o'  da  drink  kig  and  oare'da  boat ;  da  watler  wis  up 
at  da  fasta  fiarnis,'-  bit  wi'  God's  help  we  gat  her  toom'd^ 
before  anither  watter  cam.  Whan  the  east  tide  ran  afl,  noo 
said  I,  lads,  we  tak  doun  da  sail  and  row  in  upon  him.  So  we 
did  sae — and  whan  da  wast  tide  made,  we  gae  sail  agin  and 
ran  east  upon  him,  and  faith  welayupo'  Valiyfield  in  Unst.and 
we  wrought  on  rowing  an'  sailing  till,  by  God's  Proviilence,  we 
gat  ashore  about  aught  o'clock  at  night.  0  Man,  dat  wis  a 
foul  dae ! " 
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/"wM  Gi {ford's  "Description  of  the  Zetland  Islands." 

Commission  and  Iiislnidions  to  the  Society  for  regulating  of 
Senants  and  Reformation  of  Manners. 

"  I.v  a  bailie  court,  the  whole  householders  in  the  parish  being 
present,  a  list  of  the  most  intelligent  honest  men  in  the  parish, 
whom  the  bailie  designs  to  erect  into  a  society,  being  read,  and 
they  ansivering  to  their  names,  the  following  instructions  being 
read  to  ihem  ;  the  baillie  inquires  at  e.ich  of  them,  if  they  are 
willing  to  accept  of  and  enter  into  that  society,  which  if  they 
accept,  then  the  baillie  asketh  the  whole  householders  present, 
if  they  have  aught  to  object  against  either  of  these  men,  why 
they  should  not  be  admitted  as  members  of  that  society  ;  and 
if  no  objection  is  offered,  and  they  being  all  formerly  elders, 
or  rancelmen,  they  are  judicially  sworn  and  admitted. 

'■  1.  You  are  as  often  as  you  see  cause,  in  a  civil  and  discreet 
manner,  to  inspect  all  families  within  the  parish,  and  at  least 
twice  in  the  year,  and  to  inquire  how  masters  discharge  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  them  towards  their  children  and 
servants ;  if  children  are   obedient   to   their   parents,   and   if 

•  Hercules.  -  The  attermost  thwart  but  one. 

1  (lillicri.  '  Hale. 

'■  I'iecc!  tpf  wood  tial  cr,i>..  ihe  boat  to  sltengthen  it  under  the  Ihwarls. 
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servants  are  honest,  obedient,  and  tractable  to  their  nustcn : 
and  if  cither  are  deficient,  you  are  to  exhort  them  to  axncac 
under  the  pains  contained  in  the  act  there  ancnt :  an<i  if  there* 
after  they  persist  in  any  irregularity,  that  you  inform  a^iins: 
them,  so  that  they  may  be  punished  accordingly. 

"  2.  You  are  to  enquire  what  working  i>eopIe  are  in  the 
family,  and  conform  to  the  necessary  work  they  have  to  do. 
and  the  necessity  of  others  ;  and  you  are  at  any  time  to  appoo: 
such  servants  as  can  be  spared,  out  of  one  to  go  to  another  £aim.T 
that  hath  absolute  need  of  them  ;  and  the  ofl^cer  ha\  ing  charged 
the  servant  to  remove  according  to  your  appointment  node; 
pain  of  half  a  mark  to  be  paid  by  the  master,  or  any  persons,  each 
night  the  servant  is  thereafter  kept,  which  you  have  fiover  i'^ 
strass  them  for;  also  for  the  fines  of  cursers,  swearers*  a&c 
wilfull  absenters  from  the  kirk  and  catechising,  conform  to  tbr 
act,  one  half  of  which  fmes  go  to  yourselves,  and  the  othr 
half  to  the  poor ;  as  and  that  you  allow  no  idle  person  to  stat 
in  any  family  that  is  capable  to  work  ;  and  that  you  appoa: 
all  servants  such  reasonable  fees  as  they  shall  deserve,  and  fct 
them  duly  paid  thereof,  conform  to  the  act. 

"  3.  That  you  hear  all  complaints  bjtwixt  mxsters  and  serrutii 
and  determine  betwixt  them,  conform  to  justice ;  and  that  yoc 
allow  no  servant  to  enter  to  or  remove  from  scr\'ice  oihcrvxn 
than  according  to  the  act  thcrcanent. 

**  4.  That  any  three  of  your  number  is  a  quorum  in  deter 
mining  in  any  matter  relating  to  servants,  conform  to  the  jc:> 
thcreancnt ;  and  if  any  difficulty  ap|)ear  you  are  to  consul: 
the  l>aillic. 

*'  5.  That  you  arc  to  sec  the  acts  obsen'cd  in  )*oitr  bound*. 
anent  putting  of  chiUlren  to  school,  and  anent  keeping  th: 
sabbath-iLiy. 

**  6.  You  endeavour  to  supply  fishers  with  men,  confonn  it 
the  act  thcreancnt,  so  that  no  honest  man's  boat  be  set  aabor; 
for  want  of  men,  and  tiiat  you  ap{>oint  reasonable  fees  or  Lre 
for  those  that  serve  at  sea,  and  see  them  duly  paid  :  and  tiu: 
if  masters  maltreat  their  servants,  that  you  order  such  ser^a&a 
to  those  who  will  use  them  better. 

"  7.  That  the  whole  society  meet  twice  in  the  year  :  and  ic' 
member  wilfully  absent  from  that  meetmg,  to  be  Aoed  c 
twenty  shillings  Scots  ;  at  which  general  meetings  you  are  tc 
common  upon  all  the  irregularities  m  the  parish,  and  of  vha: 
has  been  done  by  eaih  of  you  in  his  liounds  for  preventing  cc 
immorality,  and  promoting  virtue,  and  of  what  nuy  be  furtbc; 
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necessary  Tot  lliat  end  ;  and  that  your  instructions,  and  the  acts 
you  are  to  be  ruled  by  anent  servants,  be  read  in  your  meet- 
ings; and  if  any  of  your  number  shall  bcfound  deficient 
in  his  duty,  you  are  to  admonish  him  to  amend,  under  the  pain 
of  being  informed  against  and  turned  off  with  disgrace ;  and 
that  you  endeavour  to  suppress  all  vice  and  immorality,  and 
encourage  virtue  and  piety  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  con- 
form to  the  acts  ihereanent  made,  which  is  your  rule ;  and 
that  you  choose  your  own  process  at  each  general  meeting ; 
and  that  all  disputes  be  carried  by  plurality  of  suffrages,  or 
most  votes. 

"And  lastly,  seeing  you  are  invested  with  a  power  to  rule 
over  and  inspect  the  lives  and  manners  of  others,  it  will  be 
your  credit,  as  well  as  your  duty,  to  show  yourselves  patrons  of 
piety  and  virtue ;  and  in  case  you  are  found  guilty  of  those 
faults  you  are  set  to  reprove  in  others,  you  may  expect  that 
your  punishment  will  be  double  to  theirs  ;  upon  these  con- 
ditions you  enter  into  iheir  society,  and  judicially  promise  in 
the  ]iresence  of  God  Almighty,  that  you  will  do  your  utmo.st 
for  advancing  the  glory  of  Ciod,  the  jsublic  peace,  and  welfare 
of  the  place  where  you  live,  as  far  as  you  are  capable,  conform 
to  the  above  instructions,  as  your  subscription  hereof  doth 
witness.  The  whole  foresaid  acts  and  instructions  beint: 
published  in  open  court,  the  judge  ordains  the  authority  of 
the  Stuart  and  justiciar  court  to  be  interponed  thereto;  and 
that  the  same  be  recorded  in  the  siuart  court  books  ofZetland, 
and  extracts  thereof  to  be  given  out  by  the  clerk  to  the 
baillies  desiring  the  same,  upon  payment  of  the  clerks  dues. 
Signed  T.  G." 


THE  ORKNEYS  AND 

£« 

«« 

-*jr 

D. 

*»»»V^'"A 

5 

? 

?• 
» 

s 

E 

-nqnoMa 

f 
i 

i 

5- 

■% 

Sir 

■avu»^tl 

t 

i 

p 

J 

g 

J  il 

i 

nqoBO 

is 

y 

15  j 

] 

1-1 

;t 

E  U 

1 

j 

j 

i 

•  ?  ? 


11 


a  *  s.  J  s.  ' 
t  2  s.  »  -   ;■ 


7  a 


! 


Ill  llJll 


APPENDIX  ]  -'. 

EAN  temperatuie  and  rainfall  at  various  stations  in  the 
td  Kingdom  for  the  five  years  18711875,  Based  on 
vations  taken  at  8  a.m.  each  day. 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  OKKNEVS  AND  SHETLAND  AT  EACH  MO 
NIAL  CENSUS  SINCE  THE  a»MMENCEMENT  or  THE  NINrTll.N 
CENTURY. 

i:foi.     i^ii.  I  li.'i.      i^ji.      1S41       iS«i       ii6i       ■;■; 


The  Orkneys      Male-t ii>,'^4?  10.137  u. 269  13.1115  tj.^it  i4.}«-    t«.<>J4  i4.|>> 

Dci.      du.  Kcmale«     ...    ii-S^J  13. iii  i4i7>o  15.74'  i^.^?'*  17.101  i7.4ri  «^.t<» 


l>ii.      do.  T<*ul  piip.     /4.44s   >3«<'3B  '^•<^7V  3^-47  JPtfo?  3I.4K  t'.V*  ii-'*~4 


Shetland    ...       Males ;  ■>,94S  10.034  ii.Srri  13.49*^  i)  *74  ')«'4*  t^.o'T  'i>  '  ' 

ho          ...   '•  Females     ...    w.4.«4  I'.^vi  I4i344  15  V^3  17.3^*  17.933  i^.-iT  ii.i>.«  ' 

l>o.         ...  '\sAo\  p-.p.    .'a, 37)  *2.vi5.*6.i45  >^,J^2  JO.5?*  3«.«»r'  ti.«^  Ji.^  1 

rhe(>rkney>i-  r  »  1  I    mi                          '                         ' 

'           -^"^l  P  .  ,1      r  ?n    4'--24  4'.i53  53."4  K8.23,;rt|^5  ^3.513^^0(5  ^*.*»- " 
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LOCAL    Tce^   Tu(^  OR    JV7V^-N*AMK5. 

The  Orkneys. 

K. I  k  K\v A LL- --  Starlin\^s. 

St.  .Vndrcw's  -Skerry  Scrapers. 

I  )ccTncss  ^'^/<'  RtunpUs.  Jamieson,  in  his  Dictiduir,  sa 
Rumple  moans  sometimes  the  rump-bone,  sometirocs  the  ti 
and  of  tlic  latter  meaning  gives  the  following  quaint  qtiooo 
in  support  of  it :  *'  Otheris  alliegis  thay  dang  him  (St  Aotttf 
with  ska  it  rum  pit  lis.  Nocthele»>  this  derisioun  stiocedit 
thair  grot  displcsoure.  For  (lod  tuke  on  tha)'m  sicTciigeio 
that   thay  and  thair  |>osterite  had  lang  talis  mony  ycrii  cr 

lielland,  Cron.  b.  ix.  c.  17.'' 
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Orphir — Yeaniirigs.  Yearnings,  the  stomach  of  .i  call 
to  curdle  the  milk  in  cheese -making. 

Firth — Oysters, 

Stromness — Bhody  Puddings. 

Sandwick^v^jA  Patties.  Jamieson  gives  two  phrases, 
paftU,  a  neglected  child  (Shetland)  ;  and  Assypet,  an  adj 
meaning  employed  in  the  lowest  kilchen  drudgery ;  an 
note  to  the  former  word  derives  it  from  two  Islandic  i 
one  aska,  meaning  ash,  and  the  other  patli,  a  little  boi 
adds  that  si/tia  oi  Uggi'a  i  asiku,"  to  sit  or  lie  amongst  the  a 
was  a  phrase  used  by  the  ancient  Goths  as  expressive  of 
contempt,  and  being  applie<l  to  stay-at-home,  unwarlike  P' 
A  friend  has  pointed  out  to  the  writer  that  in  Grimm's  / 
umi  Haus  Marchen  Cinderella  is  called  Asckenputtel. 

Hairay — Crabs.  This  being  the  only  inland  parish,  i 
habitants  were    supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  exister 

the  I  ttle  r  1  fsl  that  i  alks  back«'ar.l."  A  Harraj 
chancinp,  to  fall  m  with  one  on  the  sea  shore  began  hai 
It  wliLre  I  n  the  crib  raihaled.  The  man,  ilesiro 
Cfmng  to  ttrms  sail  he  would  not  bother  the  crab  i 
cr  b  nould  onl)  undi  \  h  m  hence  ihe  prnverb,  "  Lt 
f  r  let  bu   as  tl  c  Hirra)  man  said  to  the  crab." 


Lr  a\ 

-D    s^xH      (s,c 

cics  of  small  shark). 

1    %    X. 

Ci  li  h  ul 

Kc  d 

ill  -  S/    ''  Till 

Soiil/i  hh-.. 

Hoy- 

-I/cJwh. 

Walls 

-  J.yr.s  (Manx  Shearwaters}. 

liurra 

y  -  Oi/v  Pwu-s. 

South  KonaUhay  :— 

Grirnness— 6>////<-f. 

]Ioj)e — .Sri'ti/irs  ( Richardson '^ 

j  Skuas). 

Widewall—  ll^iU/u-s 

Hcrston— //<'^j-. 

Sa  nd  w  ic  k — Birkhs. 

tlouth  Parish— 7;w 

.-h  (Lapwings). 

IF,- 

sUm  Is/rs 

Cairsay  — /?//i-/w,v  (the  lari;< 

2  whelk  us 

:ed  for  bait 

Veira 

or  W'yrc— //-7/.//-.V. 
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Egilsay — Burstin-lumps  (see  page  1 59). 

Rousay- - JAirri.  The  inhabitants  of  this  island  are  v. 
called,  because,  at  least  so  says  tradition,  when  they  wanted  tr 
establish  a  breed  of  horses  on  the  island,  thev  sent  a  Moki 
I^imrose  sort  of  fellow  to  buy  at  the  nearest  horse  fair.  «^ : 
purchased  a  lot  of  mares,  but  forgot  all  about  there  beinc  xr^ 
need  of  stallions. 


Xorth  Isles. 

Shapinsay — Sluep,  **  Druid,"  in  Field  and  Ferm^  tells  a  »:  n 
of  some  Shapinsay  men  who  were  cutting  ]iCAts  in  a  thiik  :'•: 
on  a  promontor}',  at  the  south-east  end  of  the  island,  calUnf  t'^ 
Foot  of  Shapinsay,  when  they  heard  •*  Haa,  Raa  "  from  a  pish- 
ing boat.  Thinking  this  was  done  to  insult  them,  they  at  oocc 
threw  down  their  spades  and  iuskars  (implements  used  in  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetland  for  peat  cutting),  and  taking  boat,  pc- 
sued  the  boat  of  the  supposed  scoffers  nearly  to  Stronsay.  ceii 
to  fmd  on  overtaking  it  that  there  were  really  actual  livemonoci 
on  board. 

Siron  sa  V —  Limpets. 

Sanday     Gnu/lie  Jie/kies,  iK>rridgc  and  brosc  feeders. 

North  Ronaldsay     Seui/s,  //idt's,  or  Ifoydes. 

Kday     Scarfs  (Cormorants). 

Wcstray     Auks  (Common  (Juillemot). 

Tapa  Wcstray     Dandies  (Spent  Cod). 


SlIKTLANI>. 

I  .crwit'k      1 1  'hitiH^^s. 

Scalloway  -Sma   Prink. 

Tin^wall      Timmer  (wooden)  Guns, 

llressay  Men,  Sparks  \  women,  Crackers^  from  their  bc"; 
supposed  to  he  i^rcat  talkers.  In  the  tale  Of  ikf  yem^m  ; 
^iirde  that  siiyd  //e  Ttvlde  Me  the  carter  one  of  A.  C.  Mf^ 
Taiys,  edited  by  Mr.  \\\  Carew  Hazlitt  in  Shakes feart  Ji J 
Juu'ks  will  he  found  **  Hy  this  ye  may  se,  that  the  i:rtA:c< 
Crake rs  somtyme,  whan  it  rometh  to  the  profo,  bir  nh^"- 
cowardcs,**  C rakers  being  used  here  in  the  sense  of  Kyistin  c< 
tall  talkers. 

Hunrossness  -Liver  Coids  ;  Orkney  Cuithes^  Caithness  C^ 
deens  (Sailii   in  their  third  year).     From  the  favourite  dish  cc 
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the    district,  one  of  these   fish  cleaned,  filled  with  liver,  and 
roasted  amongst  hot  peal  ashes. 

Sandsling — Suek  of  legs,  from  the  poor  people  using  in  cold 
weather  the  upper  parts  of  stockings  or  socks,  of  which  the 
soles  are  past  darning,  to  protect  the  lops  of  their  feet  and 
legs  from  cold. 

Aithsting — SmuiJis  or  Smocks  (see  page  i6o). 

Walls— three  divisions  ; — 
Mid  Waas,  Gentry. 
Wast  O'  Waas,  SettliHs. 
Down  O'  AVaas,  Dirt. 

Sandness — Burstin  Bmnis  (see  page  159). 

Foula — NoHes  (from  Tammy  NorUs,  Puffins). 

Weisdale  and  Nesting-- Caw^i,  Cut  Swine, 

Lunnasting — Hoes,  Dog-fish. 

Delting — Sparh,  from  the  intestines  of  a  sheep  filled  with 
chopped  meat  and  suet,  heavily  seasoned  with  pepper  and  sail, 
and  smoke-dried. 

Northraaven — Liver  Miijigies  or  Ulie  Coiis.  "  Muggies," 
from  the  stomach  of  a  cod  filled  with  ils  liver  and  then  boiled, 
said  to  he  the  most  pleasant  way  of  taking  the  oil. 

Whalsay — rUlocks  (Saith  in  their  second  year). 

\c\\—Sluyp  TInaxs,  or  simply  Thieves. 

Feilar—  Russie  /iiff/r—Ung roomed  year-old  colts,  with  their 
first  coats  hanging  in  unkempi  masses  about  them, 

Unst — MiJden  Slues,  meaning  diriy  and  la/y  [«oi)le.  They 
are  also  sometimes  slyltd  the  Jlunesl  Folk  cf  Unst,  but  this  latltr 
appellation  must  be  considered  s 
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APPENDIX  M. 
Characteristics.   Monl-mknts.    PkOPuRriosa,  and   I)ati5. 

OK   THE 
RUINED  CHURCHES  IN   I  HE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

From  a  Paper  in  TJw  Orcadian  by  Sir  Henry  E.  L.  Dft^T>i>. 

Bart.,  //'/;.  Mt-m.  SiK,  Antiq.  Scot. 

Characteristics, 

There  is  no  cross  church  in  Orkney,  and  only  ooc  := 
Shetland. 

In  Ireland  there  is  no  circular,  octagon,  or  cross  church. 
except,  of  course,  the  cathedrals  and  some  monastic  chnrcl'tc^ 
There  is  no  aisle  in  Orkney  or  Shetland.  There  arc  no  j»ixn!h* 
or  basements  to  any  of  these  churches. 

The  doors  are  chiefly  in  the  W.  ends.  lk)th  square  and  foctn: 
lieads  occur.  Several  have  no  rebates  (.^^ee  Birsay).  Si.  C  »li 
1  )eerness,  and  perhaps  Uya  have  no  chancels*  but  all  the  ixs. 
have  decided  chancels.  There  is  no  instance  of  a  chancd  dvf 
These  have  diancel  arches  etiual  in  width  to  the  chancel^ 
Orphir,  E^^ilsey,  The  Ness,  Culbinsbrough,  Korwick,  Kiria^1 
;ind  Colvldale.  In  England  this  fashion  rarely  occurs  ;  vhcrt 
it  does,  it  is  late.     It  is  constructively  weak. 

Enhallow  has  a  chancel  arch  with  projecting  jambs,  of  aboc: 
the  English  proportion. 

Hirs;iy,  Wyre,  Lintim,  perha])s  Uya,  and  probably  Noa»hive 
or  had  very  narrow  chancel  arches. 

In  our  early  churches  the  chancels  were  small  in  oomparivA 
with  the  naves,  and  in  cathedrals  the  ritual  choir  was  under  the 
(TOSS  or  W.  of  it. 

They  elongated  the  choirs  in  the  thirteenth  centurr,  ind 
soon  placed  the  ritual  choir  E.  of  the  cross. 

Orphir  and  Egilscy  had  windows  with  circular  headiL  Binay. 
Wyre.  I^nhallow,  Culbinsbrough,  had  at  least  some  windovs 
with  llat  heads. 
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The  Ness  has  all  flat.  No  instance  remains  of  a  double 
light,  or  of  a  transom,  or  of  a  triangular  head,  which  is  not 
infrerjuent  in  Ireland. 

At  Egilsey,  Enhallow,  and  the  Ness  are  no  grooves  for  glass 
or  rebates,  or  external  chamfers.  At  Orphir  and  Birsay  are 
grooves  and  chamfers  (see  account  of  Egilsey). 

Of  the  six  churches  which  retain  the  E.  ends — St.  Ola, 
Orphir,  Deemess,  Wyre,  Egilsey,  and  the  Ness^four  have  no 
E.  window,  except  that  in  the  latter  there  is  a  small  opening 
high  up  in  the  E.  gable.  In  the  early  Irish  churches  it  is  very 
unusual  not  to  have  an  E.  window.  Probably  no  apse  was 
without  an  ea.st  window. 

As  far  as  can  be  made  out  at  present,  there  was  no  step  lo 
the  chancel,  and  no  platform  for  the  altar,  except  the  inserted 
step  and  altar  at  Birsay.  In  some  the  chancel  windows  are 
singularly  low,  as  at  Wyre  and  Egilsey.  No  piscina  remains, 
and  only  one  sedile,  but  several  ambries. 

There  are  only  four  cases  where  we  can  judge  of  the  pitcli 
of  the  ronfs.  The  Ness  had  a  roof  including  about  85  deg.. 
E^ilsuy  al)ni]t  88  deg.,  Enhallow  the  same,  and  \Vyrc  had  nidu 
stepped  c(Ji)iiig  on  the  gables. 


^foilltlllCllls. 

The  gravestones  fiiund  in  connection  with  these  churches 
are  of  four  kinds  :    - 

I.  Ked-sh.iiKjd  slabs  placed  horizontally  on  graves  as  at 
f^andwick,  in  L:n!,t.  adicd  by  Mr.  Irvine. 

:;.  Ujiright  stones  nearly  rectangular,  with  crosses  engraved 
on  them,  as  at  Sandwick,  etched  by  Mr.  Irvine,  and  at  Nurwick 
and  some  othur  ])laci;s.  This  class  includes  ihc  claboraiu 
monuineni  fruni  Culbin.sbrouyh. 

3.  'i'hc  same  Klini>cd  stunus,  without  any  orn.imcntation, 
found  at  many  of  the  old  burial-grounds. 

4.  Upright  stones  cut  into  the  form  of  crosses,  as  at  Llya. 
Mr.  Irvine  has  suni  the  following  information  : 

'■  I  believe  from  the  earliest  times  in  Scotland  the  foot-slone 
"  of  the  j;rave  was  the  chief  stone,  and  not  as  now,  the  head- 
'■  stone,  and  that  ihc  K.  face  of  the  foot-stone  was  the  principal 
■■  face  to  be  attended  to,  from  the  idea  that  the  dead  rose  at 
■■  the  re.surrc'lion  li>  an  upright  position  facing  V..  Compare 
"  the  stone  with  the  ancient  incised  markings  from  St.  Peter's 
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'<  Church,  Orkney,  now  in  the  Edinburgh  Museum,  with  tbf 
"  one  I  have  etched  from  Sandwick,  Unst,  and  I  bclicne  r 
'^  will  be  seen  that  the  keel-stone  existed  to  both.  Therefore  I 
"  believe  that  the  interment  belonpng  to  many  of  the  standi&j 
"  stones  will  be  found  on  the  W.  side,  and  not  on  the  &* 
The  cofhns  were  often  formed  of  six  or  more  slabs  of 


Proportions, 

The  designs  for  churches  in  the  ages  of  architeaure 
not  made  at  random.  Doubtless  there  existed  certain  rales  tf 
proi)ortion,  but  doubdess  they  varied  with  times,  places,  and 
persons. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  in  modem  times  !c 
discover  these  rules,  and  in  some  instances  with  appsiM 
success.  It  unfortunately  happens  that  we  have  not  oAcb  is 
intact  ground  j)lan,  and  if  the  original  plan  was  simple,  the 
additions  render  it  complex.  In  many  cases  these  additiOBi 
were  made  without  any  regard  to  the  proportion  of  tbe 
original.  It  appears  probable  that  these  proportions  wcrr 
geometric  rather  than  arithmetical — that  is  to  say,  made  N 
simple  operations  of  the  compasses  and  rulers,  rather  than  t> 
any  proportion  of  numbers. 

The  small  churches  of  the  North  are  valuable  from  aoc 
having  been  altered  by  additions. 

Thouf^h  in  the  forei^oing  notes  the  proportions  on  which  thf 
churches  were  built  mav  not  have  been  ascertained  in  all  cas<« 
yet  in  some  the  coincidences  are  too  remarkable  to  be  chincf 
Although,  no  doubt,  a  system  of  proportions  was  extended  :•■ 
the  elevations  and  certain  details ;  yet,  as  to  most  of  theie  c 
the  churches  here  enumerated  we  are  in  ignorance,  beciosc 
most  of  the  superstructure  is  gone.      It  appears  that  thot 
were,  in  fact,  only  two  figures  on  which  the  proportioos  wot 
founde<l     a  circle,  or  stpiare,  and  an  equilateral  triangle.     For 
most  purposes  of  pro]K)rtion  the  circle  and  square  are  iden 
tical.       The    "vesica    piscis'*  is  two  equilateral  trian^es  or 
opposite  sides  of  a  common  base,  and  hence  equal  in  pre- 
portion  to  the  half  of  one  such  triangle. 

There  is.  however,  one  proftortion  in  which  a  square  is  aoc 
e<iuivn lent— the  iliagonal  of  the  S4]uare,  the  propoitiou  of 
wliicli  to  the  hiile  is  nearly  as  lo  to  7.  The  height  or  length  di 
an  equilateral  triangle  is  to  half  its  base  nearly  as  7  to  4. 
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All  these  proportions  are  somewhat  flenible,  iDEtsmuch  as  they 
may  liiclude  the  side  walls  and  (■jcclude  the  end  walls,  or  the 
reverse  ;  or  they  raay  jsclude  both,  or  they  may  cjrclude  both  : 
or  they  may  he  applied  in  one  way  to  the  nave,  and  in 
another  to  the  chancel,  and  in  another  to  the  tower.  But 
the  proportion  must  not  be  deemed  as  ascertained  unless  the 
fignre  really  fits  within  2  or  3  inches. 

Dates. 

As  to  the  dates  of  these  buildings  we  have  but  little  to 
guide  us.  Only  fragments  of  the  buildings  are  left,  and  those 
of  the  plainest  descriplion.  Scotch  architecture  has  some 
mysti^ng  peculiarities.  Dates  have  been  suggested  from 
archilcclural  and  historical  evidence  for  Ophir,  Birsay,  and 
Egilsey — Ophir,  1090 — -1160  ;  Birsay,  1 100  ;  Egilsey,  1000. 
Wyre  has  been  assigned  10  the  12th  or  13th,  the  Ness  to  the 
14th,  and  St.  Ola's  to  the  i6th  century. 

It  may  be  fairly  observed  thai  there  must  have  been 
churches  erected  in  the  ulh  and  isth  centuries.  Where  are 
the  remains  of  them  ?  Possibly  some  of  the  ruins  described 
are  of  those  centuries. 

It  does  not  apjK'ar  impossible  that,  from  evidence  yet  to 
be  collected,  a  nearer  approximation  to  the  dates  of  these 
buildings  may  be  got. 
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"Oh-    BURYALL. 

"The  corps  is  reverently  brought  unto  the  grave  accom- 
"  panied  with  the  Congregation,  without  any  further  ceremonies : 
"  which  being  buryed  the  Minister  if  he  be  present  and  re- 
"  quired  goelh  to  the  Church,  if  it  be  not  farre  of,  and  makcth 
"  some  comfortable  exhortation  to  the  people  touching  death 
"and  resurrection."  From  John  Kno.t's  Book  0/  Common 
Order. 

In  Dr.  Cummings'  duodecimo  edition,  published  in  1840, 
the  "  Order  of  liurial  "  occupies  a  few  lines  j  that  "  of  Excom- 
munication "  44i  pages. 
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APPENDIX   O  f. 

Extracts  from  Pitcairn's ''Criminal  TriaLn"  VoL  III. 

pp.  273  and  280. 

"Jan.  5,  1 61 5. — Robert  Stewart,  base  sonc  to  Patrick,  lis 

Erie  of  Orknay/*  and  others  **  dibitit  of  tbe 

Tressonable  taking  and  surprising  o(  Ha 

Maiestcis   Castell  of   Kirkirall,  Kirk  a&u 

Steiple  of   Kirkwall,  tressonable  rentfuf 

of    the   Erie   of   Caithnes    His   Maiestcs 

Lieutennent ;  and  vtheristressonabill  armei 

contenit  in  thair  I)itta>is  following." 

*'  The  pannell  being  askit  Gif  thai  had  ony  prelocutouiis  ioc 

thanie  to  defend  ;  or  gif  thay  had  ony  thing  to  allege.  qa^> 

the  Dittay  producet  be  my  lord  Aduocat  sould  nocht  fos  :: 

the   knawlege  of  ane   Assyse?     For  ansuer  thairto,  Kobcr 

Stewart  detlairit,  that  thai  wald  vse  na  prelocutouris,  boc  Go* 

in  this  matter." 


k» 


AssiSA. 


I 


"  Mr.  Robert  Hendersoun,  of  North  Kannaldsar. 

m 

ICduard  Scola,  suintyme  Stheref  of  Orknay, 
(leorge  Mowat,  of  Sewnane, 

James  Irwing,  serwmd  to  my  lord  (Erie  of  Cathncs), 
Andro  .\ndersoun.  also  his  servand, 
Henri  Sinclair,  also  his  ser\'and, 
James  Hammiltoun,  wrycht, 
James  Workman,  paynier,  burges  of  Edinburgh, 
Johnne  ()uhyte,  wricht,  burges  of  the  Cannogait, 
William  Sinclair,  of  TulIo|>e, 
.Andro  Purves,  indueller  in  Edr., 
Williame  Rohiesoun,  thair, 
Clement  Kincaid,  thair. 
(ic(^rge  Redik,  of  .  .  .  ., 

Robert  Keith,  mercheand,  burges  of  Edinburgh. 
**  It  is  allegit  be  I'iiomas  Layng,  anc  of  the  pcrsoocs  cr 
lanneli,    that    Cieorge    Mowat,   James    Irwing,    (and)  Asurv. 
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Andersoun  ar  servandis  to  my  lord  of  Cailhnes ;  and  ihair- 
foir,  hai  nor  nane  of  his  lordscliipis  servandis  can  pas  vpone 
the  pannellis  Assyse ;  in  respect  that  the  said  Erie  and  his 
servandis  wat  persewaris  of  the  pannell  within  the  Toun  ol 
Kirkwall,  Kirk,  Steiple,  and  Castell  thairof;  and  thay  war 
tane  and  apprehendit  be  him  (the  Erie),  and  (thay)  behavet 
thame  selfis  as  pairtie,  in  thair  pereute  of  Ihair  lyves. — It  is 
ansuerit  be  my  lord  Aduocat,  that  the  allegeance  aucht  to  be 
repellit ;  in  respect  my  lord  of  Caithnes  and  his  servandis  had 
na  particular'  of  bis  awin  agants  the  pannell  1  hot  only  was 
imployit  as  Commissioner  and  Leuiennent  forhis  Maiestie  to 
pas  to  Orknay,  and  thair,  in  his  Maiesteis  name  and  authoritie, 
to  apprehend  the  persones  on  pannell,  for  thair  Rebellioun, 
and  balding  and  surpryseing  of  his  Maiesteis  Castellis  and 
Houssis  ihair ;  ffor  how  sail  the  pannellis  giltines  of  the  crymes 
contenit  in  thair  Dittay  be  tryil,*  bot  be  sic  as  best  knawis  the 
irerritie  of  the  factis  mentionat  thairintill?  And  ihairfoir, 
noch (withstand ing  of  the  said  allegeance  maid  aganis  the  Erie 
of  Caithnes  servandis,  they  aucht  to  be  admittit  vpone  this 
Assyse. 

"The  Justice  Admittis  The  Erle  of  Caithnes  sen'ii/iJis 
vpone  the  Assyse,  nocht withstanding  of  the  allefjeance ;  and 
that,  in  respect  of  my  lord  Aduocatis  ansuer  maid  thairto." 

Note. — It  looks  very  like  a  case  of  a  packed  jury;  and  the 
Lord  Advocate's  contention  that  the  Earl  of  Caithness  "had 
na  particular  of  his  awin  aganis  the  pannell"  was  about  as 
impudent  an  assertion  as  ever  was  made  in  court,  as  the 
feuds  between  the  two  earls,  though  nominally  patched  up, 
bad  only  been  so  settled  because  each  was  afraid  some  of  his 
own  rascality  might  come  to  light.  James  Irwing,  too,  was 
jjrobably  a  relation  of  that  Villiam  Viving  who  was  sclwt  out  of 
ye  Caitd  (see  ante,  p.  240). 

'  'Juarrcl:  fcml.  ■  Proved  ;  esWliHshetl, 
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APPENDIX   O  2. 

From  Pitcaim's  "Criminal  Trials,"  Vol.  I., pp.  393-394 

Extract  from  the  trial  of  William  Bannatyne  of  Gairsay  ud 
others  for  the  murder  of  Colville,  the  minister  of  Orphir. 


4t 


SLAUGHTER. 


"Oct.  26.— William  Bannat^'NE,  of  Gairscy,  and  Jamw 
Ix>kie,  wrytcr  in  Edinburgh.  Dilatit  of  airt  and  pain  of  the 
slauchter  of  vmqie  Mr.  Hary  Coluile  Persoun  of  Vnqi 
hart ;  committit  in  Junij  lastbypast 

"  Dittay  against  WUliame  Bannatyne  of  Gainay  mmd  yamt: 
Lokie. 

"  Forsamekill  as  thay,  haifing  consauit  ane  deidlie  feid  raiiroi* 
and  malice  aganis  the  said  vmqle  Hary  Coluile,  consolr.:. 
dcuysit  and  inter] >r}-sit  his  crewall  slauchter,  with  Johnae 
Stewart,  brother  german  to  Patrik  Eril  of  Orknay,  Adisx 
Gordoiinc,  and  diners  vthcris  thair  complicis  :  Lyke  as»  the 
said  Adame,  accumpancit  with  Alexr.  Hunbar  of  ...  .  aad 
Thomas  Tweddell  senitour  to  the  said  Wm«  liannatme  0^ 
Gairsay  in  Orknay,  and  diuerse  vtheris  thair  complices,  to  the 
nowmcr  of  xxx.  persounes  or  thairbye,  all  bodin  in  feir  of 
weir,  in  the  moncth  of  Junij  lastbypast,  schippit  in  ane  tchip 
of  Dysart,  at  Muntrois,  and  saillit  to  Orknay  ;  quhair  the  said 
Thomas  Tweddell  past  aschoir,  to  the  said  Williame  Binna- 
tynis  hoiis  of  (>airsay,  brocht  furth  of  the  said  hous  ^ictualhi 
and  mwnitiounc,  with  the  (]uhilk  he  fumeist  the  said  fchipc 
and  thaircftcr  saillit  to  z>:tland  to  Hurwick  and  past  d'criand 
to  Nci]>  in  Nestri:;.  ([iihair  the  said  \'mqle  Hary  was  f« 
the  tynic,  doand  the  said  Patrik  Erie  of  Orknay.  hu 
niaistcris  icfull  ctTairis  and  buffines,  traisting  na  ewill,  hannc. 
iniiirie,  or  porsuit  of  ony  pcrsonis,  but  to  haif  lewit  vnder 
(iodis  ])eax  and  our  soucrane  lordis ;  and  thairv{ioun,  the 
tiu'lt  (by  of  Jiilij  lastbypast,  the  saidis  porsounes  maa: 
s(  hamciuliic,  (Tv\\allie  and  vnmercifuHie  slew  the  said  vntjif 
Hary  Cnhiilc  ;  and  thay  and  ilk  ane  of  ihame  were  airt  a&l 
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•airt  thairof;  the  samin  being  commiitit  of  the  special!  causing, 
lewysing,  counsaiing,  hyring,  conduceing,  command,  assistance 
nd  ratehabitioune  of  the  saidis  Williame  Bannatyne,  and  James 
.x>kie  :  Lykeas,  the  said  VVm,  Bannatyne.  of  Gairsay,  dircctit 
he  said  Thomas  Tuaddell,  his  seruitour,  to  his  place  of  Gair- 
lay  in  Orknay,  quha  eftir  coming  to  the  said  place,  brocht 
)ut  munitioun  and  victuallis  to  fumeis  him  selff  and  remanent 
aersounis,  committeris  of  the  said  slauchter  :  Committit  vpoun 
iett  purpois,  provisioun,  foirthocht  fellony,  in  hie  and  manifest 
M>ntemptioune  of  our  souerane  lordis  auihoritie  and  lawis,  in 
swill  exam  pill,  etc." 
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Ektracts  relative  to  the  Rev.  Alexander  Smith, 

from  the 

"  Justices  of  his  Maties  Peace  Book  of  Records," 
found  l>y  the  lale  Mr.   Petrie, 

F.i.rNi.uK.Mi,  Ihv  ^A^hofjuly,  1668. 
Thf  Lords  of  his  Mities  Privy  Councill  doe  heerby  i;i\t. 
order  and  comand  to  Dauid  Richard'iOn  Skipper  of  the  '5hi|)p 
called  Janes  of  Burntill-md  To  Rcceave  the  person  of  Mr 
Alexander  bmith,  Prisoner  in  the  Tolbuith  of  Burnldind  so 
soone  as  he  shall  be  ofTrtd  to  the  Ma.,istrals  thereof  ^nd 
ordaini-S  him  m  his  siui  bhipp  to  trTnsport  the  said  Mr 
Alevandtr  bmith  to  Orknij  \nd  to  debuer  him  to  ShirrLf) 
Blair  who  is  hereby  ordLftd  to  send  him  to  tht.  Island  ol 
NortlironaJdsaj  And  ordami-S  ind  comands  the  said  Mr 
Ale-xandtr  Smith  to  conf)nL  and  ktep  himseht  wiihin  the  said 
Island  and  not  to  remoiit  furth  thereof  i\ilhout  Licciict  is  ht 
will  be  answcrabk,  L\trat  In  me 

(Signed)  \\   GiiisoNt. 

Recead  the  7lh  August  i(i6S  .ind  Dischar);e  geuin  theron 
upon  the  Receipt  of  the  foresaid  Mr.  Alexander  Smith 
Prisoner.' 

1   Tbu-  marktil  on  tlic  iiiargiii  :  — 

"Order  fromtiii:  Councill  nf  ScnIlnnJ  to  Skipper  Kkhir.lsoii  fur 
lra[is|ionin^'or  Mr.  Alexander  Smilli  tu  Orkiiay." 
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I  Patric  Blair  of  Littleblair  ShirrifT  of  Orknay  Grant  me  Lr 
thir  presents  to  haue  receaucd  from  Dauid  Richardson  Skippe 
(of  the  Shipp  called  James  of  Bumtilland)  the  person  of  Mr 
Alexander  Smith  Prisoner,  to  be  sent  to  the  Island  of  Nor:* 
ronaldsay  thcr  to  be  confind,  conforme  to  ane  Order  from  t^ 
Lords  of  his  Maties  Privy  Councill  to  me  for  that  effect  Sopt 
by  me  at  Kirkwall  the  7th  August  1668.^ 

Pa.  Blaib. 

North  RONALDS  HAY,  the  i^k  Am^mxt  i66i 

These  are  Testieficing  and  I  )eclairin^  that  Patric  BUir  a? 
Little- Hlair  ShirrilT  of  Orkney  by  Venue  of  ane  Act  of  L* 
Matics  Privy  Councill  Did  send  the  person  of  Mr.  Aleun%:r 
Smith  Prisoner  to  the  Island  of  Norlhronaldsav,  where  be  » 
bond  by  ane  act  of  the  said  Privy  Councill  to  conf\-ne  id^ 
keep  himsclff  within  the  limits  of  the  Hand  not  haocri 
Liberty  by  the  said  act  to  remove  furth  thereof  without  Ij«rc: 
as  he  shall  be  answerable,  As  the  same  of  the  Date  at  Kd.*- 
burgh  the  24th  July  i66tS  bcares,  Wliich  Declaration  fonud 
1  have  subt  with  my  hand,  I  )ay  month  and  year  forsaid 

A.  Tailveor. 
Being  Desired  I  subscribe 

A.  Smith. 

Here  follows  Letter  addressed  thus : — 

These  are  tor  the  much  Honoured   Patrick  Blair  s*' 
Littleblair  Sherrell"  Depute  of  Orkney 

North  Ronald  Shaw  Aagvt  ?: 

Much  honoured, 

According  to  my  promise  these  are  to  certific  that  bv 
the  good  hand  of  my  Ood  I  am  safely  arrived  in  this  place,  at 
that  were  with  me  di<l  assert  they  never  had  a  more 
passage.  The  iK)or  inhabitants  so  many  as  I  have  yen 
have  received  me  wt.  much  joy  (as  I  apprehend)  I  intend  < 
the  lx>rd  will  to  ])reach  Christ  to  them  the  next  Ij0ffd*s  dsr 
wt.  out  the  least  mixture  of  any  thing  that  nuy  smell  d 
sedition  or  rebellion.  If  I  be  further  troubled  for  rt.  I 
resolve  to  sufler  further  wt.  meekness  ami  patience.  Honoomi 
Sir.   I   am  so  sensible  of  your  respect  yt.  if  I   had  anjlh^ 

*   Thus  m.irkrii  •>[!  i::nr;;in  : — 

**('.•].)■  lic'ivkct  tf  krceipt  01  Mr.  .\!cxjn  !cr  Smith  to  DutU  Rk^b-: 
son,  Sixpr  in  l!uriu  Hand." 
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orthie  I  would  easily  part  with  it,  but  qt  I  have  I  give  the 
Ireat  Governor  qo.  sits  in  heaven  and  hath  given  you  au- 
tiority  in  this  place  and  hath  gifted  you  wl.  a  competency  of 
imdence  and  gravitie,  1  obtest  your  hor,  as  you  will  be 
nswerable  to  him  c|o.  is  apixiinted  to  be  judge  of  quick  and 
lead,  that  you  streatch  your  selff  to  the  out-most  to  bear  downe 
in  as  swearing,  drunkeness,  sabbath  breaking,  &c  and  to 
dvance  pielie  and  godliness  in  the  ])eace  and  life  of  it  for  a 
lead  formality  will  not  doe  the  tume.  Sleep  not  till  you  be 
waked  wi.  the  trumjjets  of  the  time,  for  most  of  them  gives 
ither  no  sownd,  or  yt.  qlk.  is  very  uncerlaine,  hearken  lo  the 
oice  of  conscience.  Imagine  frequently  and  seriously  yt,  you 
lear  the  last  trumpet  calling  for  the  dt-ad  to  arise  and  come  to 
udgement,  this  meditane  1  am  pr.  suaded  (by  the  blessing  of 
jod)  will  sett  you  upon  reforms,  ne  of  heart  and  life  as  to 
■our  personall  walk,  and  will  make  your  boners  familic  be- 
lome  a  church  for  Christ  and  will  make  you  in  your  station 
■ndavour  the  cutting  offof  all  evil  doers  from  the  ciiie  of  the 
,ord.  Sir  I  desire  that  the  rotten  hearted  old  man '  gett  not 
iberties  to  ve^  those  poor  people  that  are  not  pleased  wt. 
lis  dead  «ay  Clod  hath  a  people  there  quhose  ])rayers  and 
eares  and  ,;;roanes  will  be  his  mine,  if  by  repentance  bee 
ircvcnt  it  not  <jlk   I  beg   of  the    lord    hf^    nuy-       However 

am  hopeful!  and  assua<Icd  your  lior.  hath  frequently  upon 
our  h^ari  woe  be  to  bim  yi.  offends  on  of  these  little  ones 
I.  IkIIuvi-s  in  meo  5;rcc.  'I'Kere  was  never  man  a  looser 
■y  liefriL^Jiiiiii!,'  ilic  seekers  of  God's  face,  liut  God's  work 
nd  i)(.o])lu  in  the  world  haih  been  a  slulhic-  yt.  hath  broken 
mny  a  banit-r  and  it  yclt  stands.  Sir  I  crave  pardon  for  ihis 
'e>(lonie,  If  there  be  any  thing  in  it  yt.  gives  just  ground 
f  offence.  i|Ik.  truly  1  intend  not  butt  on  the  coiitrair,  a 
inccre  tesiimonise  of  love  and  respect.  Sir  thou-h  the  certi- 
cat.  ne  of  my  sentence  be  suili  iis  ni;iy  tempt  niee  to  an 
-cai)e,  yeit  by  the  i^race  of  God,  it  shall  be  seen  yt  1  have  so 
inch  re-pect  10  llie  supreme  and  suliordin.iie  magistrate,  as  to 
he)  their  connn^nuls  and  lo  ronforine  niyi,tlf  wt,  in  this  |ioor 
\:\'<i  exrejit  upon  such  oa.isinne  wherefore  I  niav  be  answcr- 
l.le  to  God  and  the  law  of  the  land.  I  shall  aud  no  more 
lit  subscribe  myself.  Sir 


626  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

NOKTIIRONALOSAY,  tkii  22/i  Am^$:  |66f. 

Right  Honblo, 

After  my  humble  scrvies  presented  Recrave  t*? 
Inclosed  Declaralion.  Hoblc  Sir,  know  that  this  ciav  b\  r.^zx? 
I  lighted  upon  the  whigL^s  sup])1ication,  which  ye  shall  ctpci: 
with  the  first  con venienrcy.  Withall  being  Desirous  to  •.-•  ■•. 
or  Dvwe  in  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  his  Intention  he  hm* -j 
himself  ready  to  i)reach  next  Sabluith  and  challenging  :  r 
place  where,  lie  did  very  soberly  answer  that  he  »a>  r  : 
Resolved  to  go  to  church  but  only  family  Kxcrcise,  seiri:  vt 
Church  was  the  King's  hou^eand  he  his  Mati'.-s.  IVisorer.  N  r 
for  any  thing  I  pcneave  does  offer  to  cngadge  any  ri  i  : 
f)eople  to  come  to  hear  his  Kxercise.  Only  if  they  come  :?■ 
wcel.  if  not  he  is  Indifferent,  which  is  all  at  previn;,  but «/.' 
my  dwtyfull  R^'spects,  presentit  Resting  and  Continovin^. 

Honored  Sir, 
Your  obliged  Servant  to  serw  you 

A-  Tajlyeo*.' 


AITKNDIX  Q. 

rXlRACrs    FROM    THK    « :OW    COR  KFsPON  HENCE   COSTAIXm  I^ 

rKiKKKix'si  XoUs, 
The  Letter  to  Clestran's  Lady  verbatim  as  follows. 

Mapam. — I  presume,  as  being  a  countryman,  to  ir.ake  liia«r 
my  unffirtimate  rondition  at  present  :  I  have  begged  Clc«irM'» 
a>sisianie.  (jch  I  am  not  like  to  procure  without  your  goodiin^ 
is  pleased  to  soliriie  in  my  behalf,  <jch  I  earnestly  bcgg.  Wc 
are  all  resolved  to  die  together,  hapi)en  what  will,  and  my  death 
will  l.r  but  little  satisfaction  to  any;  for  I  hegg  it  of  voar  Udt 
ship,  l)<)j)c'in^'  to  live  to  make  the  countrey  the  better  ol  xn; 

'  Nf.irkcil  ihuN  on  iiinr^in  : — 

••Anlrow  Tayl  -ur^  Idler  to  the  Sheriff  of  Orkney.  AiwniMr.  AleubSa 

boiith  iiiMmc  111  N'}rthronaM>av." 
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Please  receive  a  chinch  gown  which  is  made  up  only  for  clear- 
ing the  duly,  which  I  am  hopeful  you'll  please  accept,  as  being 
from  acouiUryman,  Hopeingyour  goodness  will  ptuxlon  qrio  i 
have  done  arai^s, 

I  am,  Madam 

Your  Ladyship's  most 
humble  Servant 
(sic  Sabr.)  Jno.  Cow  Smith. 


Miss  Billy  Afoodus  Letter  to  Mr.  James  Fca  of  Clcstran, 

Sir. — -I  wisJi  you  good  success  and  prosperity  in  your  affairs, 
and  shsll  be  glade  to  hear  that  the  rewards  given  you  may  be 
.suitable  to  the  merit  of  the  action,  so  that  you  may  bi;  cn- 
curaged  to  go  on  in  the  straight  pathes  of  virtue  and  untented 
honesty,  which  only  leads  to  honour  liear,  iind  eternal  ha[>pii]cis 
hereafter;  that  only  can  give  peace  at  the  last,  when  all  oihur 
politickes  will  be  of  no  use. 

I  ^111  snrry  tliat  som  of  our  country  are  like  to  com  to  trulilc 
by  thai  miserable  man  Gow ;  I  wish  the  inosant  may  not  be 
made  to  sufer,  whill  the  gulty  is  hck  to  go  free.  There  is 
severail  informations  giv^n  hear,  both  publick  and  privit,  that 
there  was  letters  found  wuh  (Sou,  which  made  som  discovery 
of  the  correspondence  held  betwixt  him  and  a  sertan  lady  and 
her  accomptises.  Sir,  I  hope,  if  there  be  any  such  letters  in 
your  custody,  or  whatever  confession  Gou  hcss  made  you  on 
that  particular,  you  will  favour  me  with  an  account  of  it,  which, 
upon  the  faith  and  hon'>ur  of  a  Christian,  you  shall  not  be 
known  or  seen  in  it;  Vou  know  bow  I  and  my  concerns  arc 
oppress'd  ;  yea,  and  our  wholl  contr.ty  defamed  and  abused  liy 
that  most  wicked  set  of  peopell,  whii  h  have  set  themselves  in 
opisition  to  the  common  interest  and  quiet  of  all  the  conlr.i;-. 
If  you  be  obIii;ed  to  give  op  what  |)a[iers  wer  found,  if  ther  be 
.iny  such  ktors,  youl  secure  lliein,  so  as  extr.icts  may  he  got 
of  them,  whi-r  of  I  hop  youl  precure  nie  on,  which  will 
singularly  oblige,  Sir, 

Vour  sincere  ftijud  and  most  h.  S. 

Signed  Kr.iz.  Moouie, 


.Sir  I  hop  you'll  favour  me  with  a  spedy  answer. 
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Mr.  Fi'a's  Ans'i*er, 

Madam,— I  am  honoured  wt  yours  of  the  22d  insLint.  r.Hi 
you  arc  pleased  lo  bestow  your  benevolent  wishes  t.»»j:/i 
extensive  rewards  for  me,  which  your  goodness  is  pica-*-:  r 
think  I  merite  for  apprehending^  the  pyratj  (t<iw.  I  r  ;  . 
since  Providence  was  pleased  to  make  me  the  instruiiiat  ir.  :  » 
action  for  the  public  j^ood,  it  will  soo  proi:ressivcly  det^.l  :  •: 
alTair  to  my  advantn«^'e  as  make  me  be  thankful  tti  the  K«  !::■•- • 
of  all  Ciooilncss,  ami  render  vou  av.d  me  rest  of  n.v  lr:c".- 
the  s.itisf.irtion  of  seeing  me  Miitably  rewariU-d. 

I  am  sorry  to  understand  that  any  more  of  the  mir^-er:  "  - 
brought  to  trouble  in  this  affair,  and  erpially  so  that  fame  **■. .  : 
have  blotted  any  of  your  fair  and  fine  (thou;:h  l»ej;^r;:  \x: .  '. 

to  say)  revenjjeful  ^ex  with  the  guilt  of -—corrt.<;p>n- !•.-'. 

which,  it'  I  could  have  maile  appear  any  manner  of  wa\.  .  : 
mav  be  assured,  had  shee  been  mv  niovr  or  sister,  \'"tu  ir.>-  i 
not  only  have  been  satisfietl  of  your  private  deman<U.  b::  ' 
should  have  lon;^  ere  now  prostralt  her  to  the  p'jb::c  ciain-.  i 
JMsticc. 

I  have  deliv(T«*d  upon  oath  all  the  papers  come  tr»  mykri- 
Ic'lire  of  that   ship,  wiiere  auiouLjst  they  are  nrm  ai  j.Ii  <  :  j" 
Lillys  of  my  ai-'juaintai-.t  e  ;  an<l,  I  am  glad.-  I  c.in  say.  2» :'.« 
of  ;;;n'  olluT  person  that  can  ]>rej«idge  them. 

If  iii.u  obdurate  anil  nu^ierable  man  should  hereafter  r or" ••« 
anv  such  iniri -ue,  vou  sliall  be  timouslv  a<  iiuainted  thcrco:  ii 

Madam. 

Vour  mo.  obt  >er\t. 

J  \v:t>  Kja. 

L<»M.ON,  .y\\    M.:y." 


ArrKNDIX     R. 


TA'rart  from  a  paper  by  Mr.  (loudie.  F.S..-\.S..  **  On  K:"- 

in-.  nl'jd    X<trse     Relit's    m    Shetlantl."       Proce^dinjT*   ol  L"« 

Sii.  Il-:)  nf  .\:ui«iii.  lies  of  Scoii.iUtl,    Vol.  XIII..  p.  i^*. 

*•  Mr.  I.  'w:  .;!-»  r-llt..  red.  in  the  same  island  of  l-'oula,  thirr- 
five   ^'.::/as  of  a  N-tr-e  ju)em,  ret'iie*!  to  him  hy  an  old  nu::. 
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William  Henry  of  Guttorm  (Cliittem  ?),  in  that  island.  As  may  be 
supposed,  it  is  wretchedly  indited,  owing  to  the  illiteracy  of  the 
reciter,  and  Mr.  Lowe's  own  ignorance  of  the  language.  It  has, 
however,  been  revised  by  a  northern  scholar,  the  late  Professor 


of  il 


Munch,  of  Christiania 

duced  here  by  way  of  illustration. — 

Da  vara  Jarlin  d'Orknejrar, 
For  Ei-inda  sin  spir  de  ro, 

Whirdiansfcildemeim 
Ourglos  traryon  burtaga. 

In  the  old  Icelandic  this  would  be  : — 

Tliat  var  Jarlinii  af  Orkneywn, 
Fra  frseoda  sinum  spurdi  rad, 

Hvcrt  han  j.ktildi  niijyiia 

Or  gIcr-(glas)-borginni  buTlluka. 


i  may  be  intro- 


And  in  modem  Danish  ;- 

Det  v: 


II  Ra.id. 


circumstances,  that  the  obscuriti 
than  they  are.     In  English  the 


Ay  Gla^llu^gen  buruajjc. 

favourable  specimen.      Many  of  the  othi 
The   won.-      '     '       " 

ay  be  giv 


table 


It  W.1S  the  l;:.irl  of  the  Oikmvs 
Of  hi=  friends  a'ikcd  (spier.^)  advice, 

Whiitier  be  should  a  ujaiden 
I'roin  .1  glais  castl.:  (orLh  lake. 

The  poem  has  been  recognised  by  .Munch  as  aliin  to  the 
old  Scandinavian  Koemfin-iier  (knighily  songs),  and  based  upon 
the  Si'yliUliiUlr.  one  of  ihe  scenes  of  whicii  is  laid  in  llie  island 
of  Hoy,  in  Orkney." 


li^ke  osili; 


-iske  Nol 


a.  Orknoe 


;  Ilel 
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APPENDIX  S. 
From  Hibbert's  "Description  or  the  Siieiland  IsLtt" 

THE   DAY   DAWN. 

An   undent  Scandinavian   Air  prtserted  in  Skithni^  ui  h 

Miss  Kemp  of  Edinburgh, 
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E^siie 


^^m 


THE    FOUI.A    REEL. 


A  ^'■'/n/ar  iVitn'ic  SheUaiid  Air,  stt  by  Miss  Kemp  of 
Edinburgh. 
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John  Gow,  alias.  Smith  the  Pirate. 
Additional  matter  concerning. 

According  to  Defoe,  Gow's  career  as  a  piraie  seems  lo  have 
been  of  very  short  duration-  In  the  s-pring  of  1714  he  appears 
to  have  been  acting  as  boalswain  in  an  English  vessel  on  a  voyage 
from  Lisbon  lo  the  Port  of  London.  During  the  course  of  this 
voyage  he  is  said  to  have  proposed  to  other  members  of  the 
crew  that  they  should  mutiny  and  seize  the  vessel,  a  proposal 
which  hoivevLT  thvy  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with.  On 
the  vessel  arriving  in  the  Thames,  the  captain  was  informed  of 
what  Gow  had  been  plotting,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  arrest 
him.  However,  he  managed  to  escape  lo  Holland,  and  some 
time  in  the  summer  shipped  at  -■Amsterdam  as  a  fore-mast  hand 
on  board  the  Geori;r,  an  K.nglish  galley  of  200  tons  burden, 
moiinlin;;  1 S  guns,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Oliver  Furneaii. 
a  Cliicrnsey  man. 

At  that  lime  the  Dutch  were  at  war  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 
and  consc'iuently  were  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  neuind 
holtoms  for  carrying  on  their  mercantile  operations  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  6V(iri,-'' therefore  was  chartered  to  proceed 
lo  Santa  Criu  on  the  Barliary  coast,  there  to  load  up  with  bees'- 
wnx  for  Genoa,  ami  sailed  from  the  Texel  sometime  during  the 
month  of  .\ugust,  arriving  at  her  destination  on  the  and  of 
September.  Either  before  she  left  port,  or  shortly  afterwards, 
Gow.  being  a  smart,  able  seaman,  was  appointed  second  mate. 
This,  however,  ilid  not  prevent  his  inciting  some  of  the  crew 
to  taljo  possession  of  the  vessel,  a  proposition  which  was 
overheard  by  the  surgeon,  and  for  which  he  reproved  Gow. 
The  crew  seem  to  have  consisted  principally  of  Englishmen, 
Ihfiiigh  there  :i[i])ear  to  have  been  some  Swedes  amongst  the 
coni]ilemcnt  of  twenty-three. 

The  original  mutineers,  in  addition  to  Gow,  were  Williams, 
who  afterwards  for  a  short  time  acted  as  Gow's  second  in 
command.  Kosson  or  Rollson,  Peterson,  and  Winter,  Swedes; 
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and  Mclvin  and  Macaulay,  Scotchmen.  The  Gforj^e  Ut  i: 
Santa  Cru/  taking  in  cargo  till  the  3rd  of  Novcmlicr,  »hcr.  v*? 
sailed  for  (lenoa.  The  day  Ijctbre  sailing,  whiUt  Cjicl": 
Fumcau  was  entertaining  some  of  the  local  merchants  unicri: 
awning,  Winter,  Peterson,  and  Macaulay.  ramc  aft  an^J  abu^c: 
him  in  the  presence  of  his  guests  for  stinting  I  hem  in  foc^d.  iDl 
shortly  afterwards,  when  getting  under  weigh,  one  of  the  thret 
on  being  told  to  go  aloft,  muttered  so  that  Fumcau  <!h'u>: 
overhear  it,  **  as  we  cat  no  will  we  work.'*  'I  his,  combined  ».'i 
the  former  incident,  seems  to  have  awakened  the  captain  to  i 
sense  of  his  danger,  and,  after  distiissing  the  matter  with  :k 
mate,  he  ordered  Ciow  to  take  some  arms  out  of  the  arm  ciieK 
and  after  cleaning  them  to  ]jlace  them  in  the  cabin. 

The  mutineers  now  saw  they  mubt,  to  carr>-out  tlieir  [uot.ii.': 
at  once,  and  accordingly  that  night  murdered  the  mate,  ^-jpcf* 
cargo  and  surgeon,  in  their  hammocks,  and  the  captain  on  dcvc. 
The  other  members  of  the  crew,  exiiecting  a  similar  faxc.  ttm 
to  the  to])s,  but  after  a  time  apfiear  to  Ivive  joined  rc:lucus2i> 
with  the  others.  Having  now  got  i^ossession  of  the  vessel,  l'r« 
mutineers  altered  her  name  to  the  Rci€ng€^  and  elected  Go> 
captain. 

Their  first  prize  was  an  English  sloop  luiling  from  Pou 
commanded  by  one  Thomas  Wise,  and  l)ound  with  a  %:2ifioU 
fish  from  Newfoundland  to  Cadiz.  Having  taken  what  thct 
wanted  out  of  the  sloop  they  sank  her.  James  ItcUin,  who  Kid 
l)een  boatswain  of  the  sloop,  agreed  to  join  the  pirates  in  tSe 
same  capacity.  Their  next  capture  was  a  Scotch  \.'«c: 
belonging  to  i'ort  Patrick,  and  bounil  from  iila^t^ow  to  Gccol 
witii  lierring  and  salmon.  Fish,  however,  wa<  not  what  ton 
wanted,  wine  and  brandy  l>eing  the  artit  les  they  craved  for.i^ 
shortly  aftcnvards  they  chased  a  French  vessel  for  some  daik 

Owing  to  this  chase  they  had  run  considerably  to  the  loitfb- 
ward,  and  being  in  want  of  meat,  wine,  and  water,  |iut  into 
Madeira  in  the  hoi>e  of  getting  some  by  force  or  stratojca. 
However,  being  unable  to  get  what  they  wanted  there,  tkcv 
sailed  for  Forto  Santo,  an  island  to  the  westward,  where  by  bk:^ 
the  l>ill  of  Health  of  their  Scotch  pri/e  they  contrived  to  eBtnp 
the  governor  on  b«uird,  where  they  kept  him  prisoner  tul  tbcy 
were  supplied  with  a  cow,  lalf,  fowls,  and  water.  Shortly  ahcf 
sailiii;^'  tioin  Porto  Santo  they  captured  a  vomtI  from  Nc« 
Kngland,  and  having  taken  out  what  they  wanted,  put  Wbc 
and  ius  ircw  on  bi»ard  her.  Next  they  took  a  iiri»:ol  ssi^ 
commanded  by  a  Captain  Cross,  and  bound  with  nsh  f'oa 
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vfoundland  to  Oporlo  ;  then  a  French  vessel  laden  with 
i,  the  crew  of  which  they  put  on  board  the  Bristol  craft. 
Incing  a  prize  crew  in  the  French  vessel  they  proceeded  to 
ie  another  French  ship,  which,  however,  on  coming  up  with, 
-r  found  was  too  big  to  attack  with  prudeuce.  Williams,  who 
OS  10  hiive  been  a  sea-dog  of  the  most  truculent  diss,  was 
.  different  opinion,  and  on  Gow  refusing  to  engage,  snapped 
stol  at  him,  upon  which  he  was  himself  shot  in  two  placcii 
wo  of  the  Swedes.  Wounded  as  lie  was  he  rushed  olT  to 
niagaiine.  and  was  with  difficulty  prevented  from  blowing  up 
vessel.  Williams,  who  was  evidently  the  original  from  whom 
It  took  the  character  of  "Goffe"  in  the  PiraU,  had  re- 
redly  proposed  to  Gow  to  murder  their  prisoners,  a  proposal 
:h   Gow  refused  to  sanction.     Cross,  of  the  Bristol  ship, 

Somerville  the  skipper  of  tlie  Port  Patrick  vessel,  were  now 
with  their  crews  on  board  the  French  priie,  and  to  console 
n  for  their  losses  had  some  of  the  bees'-wax  given  them. 
liams  too  was  handed  over  to  their  charge  on  the  under- 
ding  he  was  to  be  allowed  to  go  scot  free  on  their  arrival  at 
:,  However,  on  Cr^l^s  and  Somerville  arriving  in  the  Tagus 
,■  handed  over  their  prisoner  or  passenger  to  Captain  liowler 
he  Argyk  frigate,  by  whom  he  was  at  once  sent  home,  (.low 
'  had  lo  ihink  what  he  had  belter  do,  as  he  knew  the  Sianish 

I'ortuguese  waters  would  no  longer  be  safe  cruising  ground, 
ic  resolved  to  run  down  to  his  native  port  and  there  careen 
vessel  for  cleaning.  Having  arrived  in  Cairston  Roads  he 
e  out  they  were  hound  lor  Stockholm. 

Vhilst  lying  there,  one  of  the  original  crew,  who  had  been 
ipelled  to  serve  against  bis  will,  escaped  on  shore,  and, 
in^'  a  horse  from  a  lUrni-house,  made  his  wayinto  Kirkwal). 
■re  he  surrendered  himself  to  the  authorities.     Ten  more  "f 

crew  mnt  nw.iy  with  tlie  lorii;  boat,  and  were  eicniuaily 
tureil  ill  the  litili  of  Foith.     l)efoe"s  account  of  the  attack 

Sherifl"  Ilnncyman's  house  dilicrs  from  those  mentioned 
',  page  '2')(\.  .\(i  ording  to  hiui  ihe  Sheriff  was  away,  and 
y  Mrs.  Honeyman  amf  dieir  daughter  were  at  home.     On 

boat.swain  reaching  the  house,  he  placed  a  man  named 
iton  as  >tntinel  outside  the  door,  who,  on  being  asked  by 
■i.  Honevmaii  what  the  party  were,  replied  "  pirates."  On 
ting  this  she  ai  onie  hid  the  monov,  which  was  all  in  gold 
1  pla.ci  in  lugs,  in  her  b],,  and  then  rushed  j.ast  Penlon, 
3,  ihiiikini:  she  was  sinii>ly  running  .iway,  did  not  attempt  to 
I  her.     The  buaiswain,  lintiini;  ihe  cash  gone,  ihrcaieiied  in 
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revenge  to  destroy  all  the  deeds  and  documents  he  cook!  hi 
his  Iiands  on. 

Hearing  this,  Miss  Honeyman  went  to  the  munirnent  chex. 
and,  selecting  the  most  vahiable  of  the  deeds,  jiiin{icd  oux  ci'i 
first  floor  window,  and  so  made  her  escape.  The  mother  ni 
daughter  having  gone,  they  prote  -ded  to  loot  the  i>^•J^t. 
amongst  other  articles  securing  a  lot  of  valuable  pLite  T^ 
rummaging  over,  they  compelled  a  servant  of  Honcyrnar.  "l  wti. 
was  a  good  performer  on  the  hag-pipes,  10  play  iher^  i 
triumph  to  their  l)oat.  That  boatswain,  pirate  ab  he  was  rr^ 
have  had  some  humour  lurking  somewhere  about  him. 

The  next  day,  "sailing  F^stward.  they  came  to  an  ir^-r#f 
again,  at  a  little  Island  call'd  Calfsound,'  and  havmj  >  oe 
farther  Mischief  in  their  view  here,  the  Boatswain  wt-r.:  x 
Shore  again,  with  some  Armed  Men,  liut  meeting  with  no  o'he 
Plunder,  they  carryed  three  Women,  who  they  kept  on  Boir: 
some  time,  and  used  so  Inhumanly,  that  when  lhe>-  set  ihc9 
on  Shore  again,  they  were  not  able  to  go  or  stand,  and  «s 
hear  that  one  of  them  dyed  on  the  Beach  where  thcv  ieff 
ihem."« 

From  here  they  sailed  eastwards  "thro*  the  Openin^rs  be- 
tween the  Islands,  till  thev  came  off  Rossncss,"  •*  lAdbcf 
account  of  their  ca]>ture  is  similar  to  that  given  antr,  page  572. 
though  he  says  that  they  were  sent  up  to  Leiih  by  UmL  Fn?e 
I^eith  thev  were  convcved  to  Ixmdon  in  the  Urnki^MnJinozt. 
and  by  the  26th  of  March  were  all  lodged  in  the  Manhiiiei. 
where  thev  found  Williams  alreadv  installed.  At  the  inil!>- 
turned  Kiiig's  evidence.  (low,  refusing  to  plead,  was  fentcn-.t*: 
to  be  ])res>ed  to  death,  in  accordance  with  the  Karturoc« 
custom  of  that  day.  However,  his  fortitude  gave  way.  aa-:. 
pleading  to  the  indictment,  he  was  found  f^ilty,  and  w.:: 
Williams.  Melvin,  Tk-lvin,  Winter,  Kosson,  Pctersoii,  a*: 
Macaiilay,  was  executed  on  the  nth  of  June.  In  Gow s  caic. 
the  rope  broke  alter  he  had  been  hanging  for  four  minote\ 
and,  when  he  came  to,  he  was  com]>elled  to  ascend  the  Udde? 
again.  After  their  e\eciiti<m,  the  Uidy  of  Gow  was  hocf  a 
(  hains  off  (ireenwich,  that  of  Williams  off  BlackwalL  Tbc 
extraordinary  thing  aUmt  the  whole  stor)'  is  the  woodeffsly 
short  s])a(  e  of  time  in  which  so  many  incidents  were  cro«<kc 
The  mutiny  only  took  place  on  the  3rd  or  4lh  of  NovenSx?. 

*  PmIuMv  Cava.  ■  See  « «fr,  p.  iia 

^  Ko)senc^S  H'llai  Sl  Mut. 
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tnd  in  a  few  days  over  seven  months  the  mutineers  had  all 
aid  the  penalty  for  their  crimes. 

\  Note. — The  writer  only  by  accident  discovered  Defoe's  book 
\  the  Catalogue  at  the  British  Museum  long  after  the  rcsl  of 
\t  present  work  was  in  type,  and  when  too  late  lo  make  any 
Iterations  in  accordance  with  it. 


APPENDIX    U. 

POOR    LAW    AND    EDUCATION, 

Till  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  in  1845, 
or-tates  as  a  legal  burden  on  property  appear  to  have  been 
iknown  in  the  Orkneys  or  Shetland.  In  the  southern  groiiii, 
1  fact,  "the  indigent  poor"  were  entirely  dependent  "upon 
ihe  sympathy  of  their  neighbours,"  and  few  bc-ggars  ivero 
to  be  found  "except  one  or  two  naturals,  on  the  streets  of 
Kirkwall."! 

In  Slietliind,  on  tlie  oilier  hand,  a  regularly  oryoniscd  system 
of  relief  seems  to  have  existed  for  centuries,  which  ajjpears  to 
have  been  idL'ntiral  with  th.it  existing  in  country  parishes  in 
Norway  at  ihc  jircsent  day.  Kach  parish  was  divided  into  so 
many  <!islricts,  which  were  rcsponsilile  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  :igc(i  anil  infirm  poor  within  their  respective  boundaries, 
who  had  lo  be  housed  and  fed  by  each  householder  in  turn 
for  as  mahy  days  .and  nights  as  he  held  mcrks  of  Land.  When 
one  rotation  of  a  district  w.as  insufficient,  a  fresh  one  was 
commenced. 

For  the  e\|ienses  of  clothing  and  burving  the  paupers,  tlie 
weekly  and  sacraunnial  collections  at  ihe^kirk  supplied  die 
Imids,  and  if  a  family  met  with  unexpected  misfi>rtimc,  the  fact 
was  represented  from  the  pulpit  and  a  special  roUccium  ninde 
on  thi.ir  behalf,  to  ;;ive  ihem  a  fresh  start.  Uhure  children 
were  bcrcfl  of  liiL-ir  |iarenls  tlicy  were  boanled  oui  with  some 
family,  reo.muiendcd  by  the  Kirk  Session,  who  for  looking 
afier    iIrmi  up  lo  the  age  of  ten    years   reccivid   from    20,f. 

come   an    integral    porlion    of   the    Lunily    in   iviiieh    ihcy   had 
been  brought  ii]'." 
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Such  was  the  stnti  of  things  up  to  the  year  1845,  and  rrv 

bably  the  chief  sufferers  would  t>c  the  n^/i/rii/i,  or  («*.:«? 
hinatics.  No  ]>ersons  under  surli  a  system  were  likcU  lo  •  ucf 
on  the  ])aroc]iial  roll,  except  such  as  were  comixrlled  to  do  10  '::.':: 
sheer  niability  to  rarry  on  the  fi^ht  any  longer*  and  r.'  i «/  \si 
any  interest  in  increasing  the  number  of  pa u|>ers.  \Vi!:i  rhc  i-trr- 
duct  ion  of  the  sy>tem  of  outdoor  rehef  everjthinv;  was  <  I'.jr^r-i 
In  the  year  1845  the  total  expenditure  on  the  |M.'Or  i:\t  'UJ^'j.: 
the  isliUKl.s  was  j^.250.  In  i.S()9  it  had  beconiej/'5.,;i9.  Tr_4 
enormous  increa>e  appears  to  have  Inrcn  due  to  twn  cj.:4n 
The  peof)le  themselves  in  time  be^zan  to  look  u|on  the  K-' 
l^w  system  as  a  liuge  benefit  society,  subscription  to  «;i:ch  \€ 
a  certain  number  of  v.-ars  entitled  them  to  bilL-t  e:lhcr  thrc 
selves  or  their  n.-cessitous  relatives  (whom  ihey  were  jcrJct:* 
capable  of  supportint:)  on  the  rates.     This  was  one  cau^e. 

The  other,  accY)rding  to  Mr.  Peierkin,  (»eneral  Inspiccior  01 
the  r*oard  of  Supervision.  lay  in  the  fact  that  almost  all  thoK 
who  had  to  administer  the  Poor  l^w  throughout  ihcin^apwefY 
more  or  less  directly  or  indirectly  connec:ted  wic.i  tha:  fiicd 
paro4-hial  star  round  whii.h  e\eryihirg  rexolves  in  ShclUnd.  ibe 
S^io/* :  and  to  this  <'ause  Mr.  Peter  km  had  no  doubi  the  pcvr 
rates  were  to  a  ^reat  extent  due.  The  number  or"  pAB^<r 
lunatics  again  is  over  the  average,  Inrinj;,  in  1S82,  7q  in  ciie 
Orknevs  and  S2  in  Shetland.'  The  amount  rai<»ed  ice  tk 
vt-ar  ending  Whit^^untide,  iSSj,  was:  in  the  Orkneti  fcw 
assessment  ^4.55^)  13^.  4</.  ;  by  collections  in  unaaesec 
parishes  ^A'519  4if.  i</.  :  in  Shetland  by  assessment-  Ji^M^ 
.Manv  have  advo<  ated  and  still  advocate  in  Shctund  a 
return  to  the  old  state  of  thinL|:s.  That,  howr%-rr,  is  •* 
]M)sM])le.  and  proba]>ly  the  true  Milution  of  the  iiue«>tiaa  be* 
in  the  total  abolition  of  outdoor  relief,  and  the  sub«-liti:tioe 
of  //;^ ///'// >v.  I'nder  the  present  svstem  manv  are  hiiictcdix 
tiie  rates  who  have  nc>  right  there,  ami  the  real  descnring 
of  the  aged  or  infirm  are  not  unfret]uently  left  to  strogg 
without  liair  the  <  .in-  or  attention  their  circumstances 

How  biTilentd   pro]»i*rty  in  Shetland  was  in  ofie  vir  jad 
arf.ther.  when  the  Kduration  Act  (S<:otland),  187  j. 


'  'llu-  nvi-r.i;^i>  :r.;iiitK^r  of  ]inu;«r  liit).itic«  for  all  ScotUnd  per  loxavi' 
]Ht].uIiti>n    i.    j^o.   fir  l.p'^I.inil    aii«l    Walo   354:    whilst    the 
ami  >l>>"t!..ii.l  rciiiTt  ■»  |i»ivi'  tii^urf^  «if  ly^  ami  270  rvsy^rciive.v. 

-  A  i( II III  ill. ill- .11  I II  r-h-  iiM-  t'ur  .lil  the  Orcadun  (uri^hc*  «:!!  be  <a^ 
.It  Whi:  untiilr,  iSSj.     inr  re  ital  .ukI  population  rcc  rfa.v.  \^  aot!  2-- 
aiui  41  J. 
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lie  the  agony  on  still  more,  can  be  judged  from  the  following 
Ktnicts  from  Professor  Ramsay's  Report:— 

"  As  is  well  known,  the  poor-rale  in  Shetland  usnaUy  amounls  10  31,  yi., 
r.  6d.,  or  4J.  in  the  pound  ;  in  some  C3!>es  to  mure ;  ihe  rate  for  roods  is 
osUt  aboat  u.,  while  counly  rateii  may  ome  to  bd.  These  burdens  are 
MTM  between  proprietor  and  lenanl  \  in  addition,  there  are  the  rales  for 
oiDlaininif  churches  and  manws,  which  fall  on  the  ptuprielon  only,  and 
ilh  great  seieritx.  In  the  parish  of  Walls  and  Sandness.  there  is  b  rate  of 
r,  per  niark  Und  (equal  to  about  %s.  in  the  pouod)  to  be  paid  for  lifrcea 
an  for  the  building  of  a  new  church  and  manse ;  and,  by  Ibc  end  of  the 
(Uen  years,  a  fresh  outlay  for  repairs  will  no  doubt  be  required.  The 
imistcr's  stipend  comes  to  21.  more  pet  mark  of  tnnd ;  while,  in  addition 
■  all  these,  [hete  are  feu -duties,  which  are  sometimes  extremely  oppretisive. 
huf,  oD  a  iniixl]  patch  of  land  consisting  of  three  marks,  the  Earl  of 
etland  claitus  3x1.  a  year,  being  entitled  to  so  many  pounds  of  butler  per 
•rk  as  feu'duty,  while  the  price  of  butter  bos  now  so  risen  as  actually  to 
vamp  the  whole  value  of  the  holding.  It  is  obvious  that,  in  such  a  case. 
le  land  is  burdened  ro  an  extent  which  i-^  altogether  unreasonable. 

"  Leaving  out  the  feu-duties,  the  rates  in  this  parish,  dniBible  between 
ndlurd  and  tenant,  amount  already  to  4r.  tcv/.  ;  the  proprietors  have,  in 
Idilion,  IS.  in  the  pound  to  pay.  On  the  top  of  the  whole  comes  thu 
ducniion  rate  ;  and  the  i|uesilnn  we  have  now  to  a.sk  is,  how  heavy  is  the 
duc.-ition  rate  likely  to  be  in  the  i^rishes  of  Shetland  genenlly  ?  and  how 
uth  margin  of  ckar  income  11  ill  it  leave  to  jiropriclvrs  «  hen  added  to  the 
her  ratc^  ? 

"  To  shnw  how  oppressive  taxation  is  in  particular  ea.tes,  we  may  take  a 
lance  instance  from  this  parish,  to  which  many  others  might  be  added, 
wolhitd.  .if  the  i-bnd  of  I'-ip-i-Slonr  belong  tci  l.ady  Nicolson.  The 
0.-S  rinlal  is  ;Cl60  141.  TliL-  net  roiilal  she  actu^dly  receives,  after  pay- 
col  ..f  .111  U,r,kn,,  is  n>.I  more  than  /50."  ' 

yuch  Ixitig  llie  state  of  things  you  would  naturally  have 
ought  l)ie  Shetland  School  Boards  would  have  been  content, 
ly  anxious,  to  keep  down  buildint;  expenditure,  and  to  avail 
em-ielves  to  the  full  of  all  concessions  made  by  the  Act,  and 
c  Kdiication  Department  under  it.     Hear  Professor  Ramsav 

•'  lliit  ]iarlly  in  e'>iisei|uenee  of  h.ivinj;  misunderstood  the  requirements 
llic  Oxlr;.  ii.irllv  fr^iU]  a  dc-ire  <-■>  i;cl  as  much  Government  money  a.s  pos- 
le,  i^rtly  fn.ni'lhal  s-tt  of  recklcs-nes,  which  comes  of  Ihiiikiiig  th.il  it 
i»  V  dl  uAx  huny  for  sl-alins  :i  slicep  as  n  lamb,  somei.f  ihe  Hoards  have 
-n  iniUicol  to  put  in  Uiiikliiig  i.rop-.sals  which  I  cannot  but  tcijar.i  a.  un- 


niarkaUe  that  llic  Huards  have  fcldom,  if  ever,  i^iken  aiivanlage 

'   /■.■iiuaii.^ii  /\'i/\'it  i^tiol/auil),  1877,  ]i]i.  7J,  74. 
'  JM\/-  p.  79. 
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**  And  yet,  in  dnuing  out  their  plans,  the  Boards  have  not  u»ra  ^  ii:  i*^ 
of  these  ])ru visions  in  their  favour.  In  many  cxm:*  Ur|;c,  unu<sxl.i  ^-,' 
.scho:jhniNtcr>*  houses  have  been  de«i;n)ed,  &c."  * 


"  Hut  a.'coriling  to  the  plans  ori^fiiuilly  sent  in  an<l  a:-;To\ri  ?--■     • 
parish  of  Mid  and  South  Yell,  with  a  rental  of  /"l.JOO,  :hcrr  v    rr  •      •• 
six  handMime  >cho,)Is  luiit,  each  of  them  lo  ci^t  from  /."i.o  o  *  ■  x.  s  - '\ 
acc')rcli:>j;  to  the  estimate  of  tlie  AlM-nlccn  architect,  jir*ili.il.!\  m:*::.  =  - 
if  actu.iUy  estimated  fi>r  by  a  ImiMer.      Suppis^in^  their  rr-J  v  -;  : 
/"l,2oo  a  ]>icce,  a  total  nf  ;f  7,200  wouM  Iw  !.;h"H  *m  \  :t  •  s.-.j*    *     i 
lictwocii  tivc  and  six  tiino  the  entire  rental),  of  uhich  the  ,  ^n  h  « 
h.ivc  to  contriliiitc  /J'2,400,  the  intcrosl  on  which  -uni  alune  w  »<j.'.i  rr-*r* 
a  rate  of  is.  lo/.  to  is.  lid,  in  the  p)und.     On  such  a  ichcipc  c~si=^:i 
arc  sujicrrtuou^."  "^ 

rrotcs>.or  Ramsay  tlicn  goes  on  to  say  :    - 

*'  Hut  >uch  schemes  as  thc^e  meet  with  litilc  real  >upp.r:  i.t.- %  -re 
]*.)arci.s<if  Shetland/* 

Tliat  they  should  have  met  with  any  at  all  scen:s  s-jrrc'jij"^ 
wonderful. 

r»y  the  Act  of  1S72.  special  privileges  'v\  rc;:.ird  tt>  V.-.l-ir: 
gr.irts  in  respect  of  scho<ds  situate  in  the*  4iuniitrH  r.f  Ir.\cne- 
AfLyll,  Ross,  Orkney,  and  Shetland  were  m.ide,  ar.d  li  :■: 
Code  of  1SS2  all  such  si  liools  are  cxeinpitd  lr»m  a  v-:--^ 
whicli,  under  certain  conditions,  keeps  dow::  liie  j;yan:s  nuJ?' 
ni.'.n:iL;ers  in  resj)ect  of  attend;ince,  \'c. 

At  \\\c  present  day  there  are  in  the  f  )rkne\<  nr.y  f"i.i:r  4*-r.:c- 
in  reccijit  of  annual  grants,  of  which  all  are  ll'.:rd  S.  \  ^  *  :-• 
three  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  in  hiN  report  for  i>^iu.  «;<ak.r^  y 
the  obstacles  to  putting  the  compulsory  clauses  in  K.t«.c  \}^'^ 
to  local  ranges,  says  :    - 

'•  A    a  rule.  \hc  native-  of  (^rkncvare  keenly  alive  In  ihe  laJue  i<  r'ivi 

U  •!),  .ill' I  .in*  not  iiUeiv  to  let  their  children  ;:rui\  u!^  i -n  ran!  aitd  ce:x.  f^ 

it  lliey  t.iii  helji  it."  ^ 

In  Sii'jiland  there  are  sixty- five  schools  in  receipt  of  ir"-i. 
i:rants,  of  whi*  h  all  but  five  .ire  IJoaril  S<  h otd^. 

Mr.  M'.iir's  report  for  1X7(1  enable*  one  l»>  Ibriu  «oroe  lifi.""^ 
the  nv.nt.il  cajmilyof  Shetland  lads  .mui  l.i^^es  a<  r/:ro; -:.'*. 
with  tliai  of  the  chiMren  of  two  of  the  ca>tLrn  counties  o:  :*• 
i:-..:inlaiid  of  ."^rotl.md  : 

'    /•  .''.v    •'■   ti  /.'r    '/ /.v,"/.iw./i,    1S77,  p.  .^O.  •    /'    '.  ;.  M 

'  /../».'.  '.'  /.,:Ht.:ti,t:  \.Ki\'an.fi,  1S76  77,  p,  175, 
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GLOSSARY 

irse,  Orcadian,  Shetlandk,  and  Scolltsh  words  and  phrases 
ud  in  the  foregoing  pagu :  to  which  are  added  a  Jew  I^oies 
<kieh  have  been  omitted  from  their  proper  plates  in  the  body 
'  the  work. 

"  The  power  thoo  dot!  covn 
Uy  beach  and  by  cvtv  ;— 
Uy  .HI.  ;.i«i  by  ^i^''' ""'i^  ''■K-'^h  *h'  "'"'  r"'      ■  id  k 


,  Aiislo- Saxon. 
■■.,  ISalfoar's  Ol-fy,-. 


Dulch. 
.,  E-imoi 
Freneh. 


No.,  Norwegian. 
O.,  Orcadian. 
O.K.,  OidEnglMi. 
O.N.,  Old  Norsk. 


llio  \i\ir\,n  e  (if  lliii  Glosary  itie  k 
ary.  crliied  by  Messrs.  1  .ongiuuir  .iiid  I 
ill  iS79-:SS2,  has 


)n,,ulloJ. 


.on,  and  publi-hed  at 
lost  of  the  Icti  ndic, 

,r«  from  Unlfuur^  0/-f^.-siWHt,  l-iiniondslon's  Clonary,  Laiidl's 
'//.,B./f,  Nic.,lay-un'.-L  Oij/.i,/  iV^'ini'  Sliif,m  \\orii.s\  Dams  and 
Kii :  oiviii);  lo  illntis  llie  wrilur  has  bCL^ii  unalilc  lu  check  iht 
.il.liy  by  rcfirenco  to  [he  l,vtt=l  Icelandic  and  other 
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*'  At«n«rUy  to  ane  of  j%  kla^s  ■onto  of  taacMM  b«4  *'  i;-  ^l 

Ailamriu,  Aianrrly,  Allenarl}\  Scj.  only. — Jam. 

Al-thtnir,  the  supreme  legislative  aiul  judicial  auembly  of  all  tbc  Odilsk 
or  Freemen.  Accord in<;  to  Worsao,'  there  »a«  only  ooe  A2-tbiac(v 
the  two  groups  till  Shetland  wa<  severed  from  the  jarUoa  of  Oklin. 
in  the  time  of  Ilarald  Maddad's  K.)n,  at  the  end  of  the  Ivdtt  Cf*> 
tury,  when  a  separate  Al-ihiii;;  was  started  for  the  aorthcra  ptx?  r 
Tingwall.  He  also  states^  that  the  tradition  abom  the  Al-lhx^  kin^ 
l>een  held  at  Halliasta,  in  Un>t,  is  utterly  incorrect,  and  that  cbr  iftor 
circles  merely  belonged  to  low  graves  of  the  latent  heathen  prnad. 

AndoOj    S.,    to  keep  a  bnat   steady  in  a  tideway  or  op  to  «i»J;  fv 
Isle,  Ahow  \  Sti,  AnJou. 

At,  Air,  Aire,  or  Ayr,  Sc  >  ,  an  oar  ;  O.E.,  Afv  ;  Ice.,  Aar ;  Di&,  J^* 

"Annual  of  Norway"  (p.  59),  **  Ammtta//,  Anmuitl^  the  <|ail-ff«a! 
jLii'dHty  that  is  jxiyalile  to  a  superior  every  year  for  poHOMoo  er  U 
the  privilege  of  Imilding  on  a  certain  piece  of  ground  ;  a  ^^t*t*^  !cre ' 
Sco. — Jam. 

Ankj  <).,  the  common  guillemot,  Uria  tr*.ii(, 

Anskerrle  or  Aaaklrrle,  O.  and  S.,  the  scoop  or  baler  of  a  boa!,  0  >'  ■ 

Aii.^tker  :  iJan.,  Oesakfr ;  No.,  Auskjtr, 

ATisandnm,   Sco..   to  t.ike  a  thing  to  avizandum  ii  cqairalcal  t>  :^ 

Ln^libli  legal  phra?ic  of  **  judgment  reserved." 

Ajre,  Air,  Aer,  O.  antl  S.,  an  open  beach  of  sand,  or  aand  aad  itai(v 
mixed  :  (;.N.,  Eyr ;  Jcc.,  Eyic;  Su.  (j.,  Otr^ 

k,  S.,  a  rock  overflown  by  the  sea,  but  which  may  be  scca  at  I  • 
water-  -Kl>M.  ;  a  sunken  riKk,  breaking  in  bad  weather  only— CAffT.Glk' 
TiittMAs  K.N. :  No.,  />iv,  a  lK>ttom  or  bank  in  the  tea  on  wind  ^ 
waves  break.    In  the  Channel  Ulands  a  shoal  is  somettme^  called  a ibv 


r 


,  S.,  the  long  line  formeil  by  joining  thediflerenl 
A.>.,  l».in.,  I>u.,  No.,  O.N,,  and  Sw.,  l^alk. 

Backbnrd,  S.,  the  put  >ide  of  a  boat.     See  p.  580. 

Banehoua  or  Bnanhona,  S.,  the  church,  prohably  to  called  iraa  Ar 
habit  of  (mrying  the  principal  {leople  of  the  neighbooibood 
kirk,  a  liil>it  which  wa^  continued  till  quite  rcceni  dayK 

(,  .*^.,  the  cliffs  where  fowling  is  pursued. 


Balrdia  ip.  253).  Sco.,    **  In  our  old  laws,   coatempCnon-lj  afpU  ^ 
(h«)HC  >tn>ll:ii;;  rhymers  who  Mere  wont  to  oppreis  ibe  lA^geb.** — ^Jaa. 
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Be«,  S.,  r^ga  triJtni,  a  imall  sesiile-eyeil  cruslaceu 

interior  of  ling,  tusk,  and  cod  when  on  the  long  tini 
Ba*tle,  Sco.,  a  heavy  uooden  mallet.     Junim 

signifyine  "to  beat  with  a  heavy  mallet;" 

beard  it  used  as  a  subitnntive. 

which  i»  through 

s  of  grains,  Hnrdeam  vulgart ; 

Bid,  S.,  the  sQoadiiig  having  one  strand  lakcn  out  ncit  (be  hook, 
Btamar  or  Brsmer,  0.  snd  S.  Foi  weighing  the  diRerent  articles  received 
in  payment  of  the  skat,  Ac.,  two  kinds  of  Esieelyardi  seem  to  have 
been  used.  The  larger  kind,  known  as  the  pHndlar  or  I'unJttr,  wi-^ 
again  divided  into  too  classes,  one  of  which  was  ased  for  weighing  njalt 
and  olhei  bulky  articles,  whiln  the  other  was  reserved  for  berc  alone. 
The  Bismar  agnin  was  much  smaller,  and  oscd  for  weighing  the  butler, 
and  other  article-  rct[uiring  more  accurate  measurement.*  According  to 
ShLrrcfTlhe  smalle'^t  weight  that  cnuld  be  weighed  on  the  Pundlar  ■ah^ 
35lhs.  Avoiniupois,  and  Oil  ihc  Ilismar  1-458  lb.  No,,  Bismar;  Dan,, 
llnmer:  ii\y. , /lainer. 

Ing  boiling  water  into  bullemiilk,  hlightly 
L  quencher  ;  No.,  MhiJ. 

nearly  pultid  ;  a  split  c.id  half  dried  in  Angus  is  called  a  /.Vrtwn  Cad. 
Bloom,  S.,  the  -ally  cHlnrciccnce  on  dried  fish  which  .-hows  tlicy  are  ]iro- 

perly/;uB/or  curud  ;  luc,,  /j'/ucwi,  a  llawer. 
"  Bloklnc  with,  enteHt  In  "  {p.  369),  "  Jflp,-if,  Hhck,  Blok,  ^  scheme, 

a  contrivance  ;  gentrnliy  used  in  a  bad  sense," — Jam. 
Bcendr,  plural  of  htciidi,  a  yeoman  or  Odallcr.     In   ihc  Kainos  ",t  ciLin 


who  oceupic-  two  marks 
thai  is,  an  allodial  |ieaaan 

of  allodial  land,  or  alwve  it.  is  calleil  Odclsbsmi 

Bolta-stane,  S.,  a  lie.iiy  * 

tonc-sinkcr  u.ed  lo  moor  a  long  line. 

Bonxie.S.pIhE  Great  SLi 

la,  /.«/m  caUiraclts. 

Bootbs,  S,,  a  term  origin: 
German  iiierehaiits  and  ,' 
Boi'lk,  Builk.  SCO.,   a  ,-h 
—Jam. 

illy  a])plic<l   lo  the   sturcliou-cs  rented  by  tli' 
ILII  applied  lo  the  fish-curets'  shops.     "  Botlu 
up  nia-ie  of  hoard-,    eilher  fixed  or  portablj. 

Boots  or  Bootlklns,  Sco. 

.Seep.  36S. 
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Boairht  or  Bueht,  S^  a  portion  of  a  /^ir^tf  ibont  fjrty  ftthomi  \m  lo^^  . 
Ice,  Bh^ ;  No.  and  Dan.,  /*ugAit  a  coil. 

Bow,  S.,  buoy. 

"Branks,  danff  her  with  ane"  (p.  9S):  ff ranis,   Soo.,    "a  «ar*  e/ 

bridle  often  used  by  country  people  in  riding.  Iii<«teat1  of  !ea:hfr.  ' 
has  on  each  side  a  piece  of  wood  }oinc«l  to  a  halter,  to  which  a  ^if  .-^ 
sometime'^  added  ;  but  mure  frofjuentiy  a  kind  of  wooden  noo«c  rc^eaU:^ 
a  muzzle." — ^Jam. 


:,  S.,  Tusk,  (/tu/i4S  Itrosmf ;  Dan.,  Brcsm^:  Mw.,  Br.*im^,  F\ 
Jilt's  ma  ;  I-'arocse  Brosma, 

Broeha,  Bronchs,  cr  Bnrshs,  the  circular  Pictioh  towers  <cattcrvf!  oitr 

the  north  of  Scotland  anil  Ireland  (see  pp.  8-13).  /ir»m^  is  alw  •'war- 
times u*icd  for  a  detached  precipitous  rocky  i^let,  a«  the  Stack  of  t^ 
Hrough,  near  Wick,  the  1  trough  of  Deemess  the  llrDogh  of  Bcnav. 

Browmie,  a  goo  1  or  evd  spirit  as  you  cho'>^  to  con'>ider  him,  viys  ii 
former  time<i.  was  attncheil  t<»  ever>'  household  in  Shetland,  bbJ  ia 
f  ir  certain  «;ift!»  and  ofrtfnni;>i  coudcocendefl  to  a*si<t  in  thehomdioU 

"  Brtiike  thair  awne  lawls  "  {[k  S9),  firmiJt,  Bruke^  Fr^ck,  Sco  ,ffB>9«. 

I»0'sess. — Jam. 

BacklCy  S.,  Afunx  J^s/itutu-^  or  Great  \Vhclk.  Jamieson  «uggc<«  iha:  '.kr 
name,  uhicli  is  np;iiied  in  Scotland  to  whelks  of  all  <\ic*^  caiDe  ftxjs  :be 
sauio  PMit  as  biuht^  and  aro^c  fr<)m  the  tui>ted  spiral  form  of  !hc  •hcH 

Bnff,  Sco.,  skin  ;  Siript  to  the  f'ujf^  strip{>e«l  naked — Jam. 

Ball,  Head  Bull,  r>r  Bn,  O.  and  S.,  the  princi^vil  farm  of  the  Odahjarf. 
Half.  ;  Ba,  S.,  a  minor-hoa^e.    Bull,  O.  and  S.,  the  chief  h^«tt«c  >a  is 

cs'atc,  a;M>licd  t<t  tlic  princi|)al  firm -house.  — Ki>M.;  Ice.,  fimf;S9^S^ 

"  Bondllnff  in  MTales  "  (p.  163^.  *Mn  W.iles  there  is  a  cmtoacsSrs 
Immlliir^r,  in  uhich  the  !>ctn<thin,!;  }>arti».'s  go  to  ImmI  in  their  doche^  1: 
h:is  giwn  rise  to  luany  nctiims  for  seduction."  *  You  are,  bovcTO'.  loU  W 
'raff.c«>  /enl'tus  for  the  honour  of  the  rrinci{ulity  that,  «-iich  is  the 
innocence  of  the  natives,  nothing  e\il  ever  arisec  from  the 
n  statement  which,  when  one  c<m«iilers  what  the  mere  vKakiaf  t^t 
certain  garment  i'i  "-aid  to  do  in  ^Vilri  i  r  1  ij  thf  Um  uiiiM^ia' 
Much  the  ^aine  arguineTU<  aii^l  "tntements  are  ii«ed  in  the  North*  BBdtkt 
Iie:;i'trar-(irnt'r,d'>  Returns  are  citcil  in  >upix»rt  of  tfacm. 
beli'-VLTs  in  a  nineteenth  century*  state  of  samctu  simf^intmi 
ever,  breii  lieard  to  s.iy  the  Ketums  do  not  ]irove  c\-crTthia| 
\ihr*n  a  cr.itt  U  likily  to  iliift  ashore,  either  the  «T%'ice*  of  Holy 
i'liurch  or  •'f  s.  iuk-  other  rcnieth  are  called  in  requisition. 

<  l!nn'I  and  Y.\\\^\  tcfuUr  Amt:'^mitiet»  «oL  iL  pi  tja 
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or  sooaelhing  very  like  il,  seems  to  be,  or  h»5  been,  common  all  ( 
the  aorth-eoit  of  Scotland  according  lo  the  following  quolalion : — 

•■  Weoins.mrorHioino«p.nc*rri*doimndtrco.ciof  nigbt.    At  a  Ulehoui 

Yomig  oiiuuM  oui  fgr  Ihe  abode  gf  hi.  Udy-lort    ■'-■'-  ■■--  ' ^— ■  -" 

rvTuly  bad  reiind  Lo  rest-    He  tapped  ai  ihe  wiiu 
'  Wba  Item  Ihe  aieamn(  d'  thi 


le  tULppy  moidc 


mmbrll."' 


The  SbetlAtidei^  and  Orcadiiini  bave  probably  inherited  tundlw^  from 
their  Norse  ancestors,  si  Du  ChiJUn  found  it  niiiveraal  thronghoat  the 
conntry  dislricts  of  Sweden,  where  it  is  known  ai  fritri,  or  courlship. 
Sntutiiay  i?  the  "  lovers'  day,"  and  the  pnrenlB  are  good  enough  to  retire 
lo  roost  culy  fa  as  not  to  be  in  the  way.  Du  Cbaillu,  however,  i; 
evidently  a  believer  in  the  "jierfeci  innocence"  theory,  saying  ia  one 

n  dried  in  a  kettle  over  a  fire  instead  of  in  a  kiln 

a  dish  composed  of  corn  roasted  by  rolling  hot  stones 

brown,  then  half  ground  and  mixed  with  sour 

iggcsls  that    the   name    may  have  arisen  from 


int,  y 


It  of  a 


The. 


Ca'lnc  Wbsle,  O.  and  S.,  Ddphinui  de:hiitor,   or  bottle  nose,   so  c: 

from  the  niodc  of  capture,      ijec  Ka«  post. 
Calloo    Duck,    0.    and  S.,    the  I.ong-tailed    Duck,    Fuliguln  glati 

JamifSiin  Miijgtsts  the  name  may  have  arisen  from  the  Ice.  Kalb^t,  to 

out.      Another  Orcadian  name  i^  Coal  and  Candle  llsbti  aho  sa 

he  taken  from  its  cry. 


CaMle  or  Cassle,  O.  an 
Caasle   Biva,   O.  and   !~ 


flshn 


.  ;  Ice.,  Kija, 
lalic  fish 


H.,  a  straw  basket. 

,   an  ojien  network  basket  of  tuistcd  st 
frnm  the  hill  to  the  peat-stack  ;  Sw.,  t 

the  hooks  ;  KbtvIc,  to  take  hook';  out 


Cavil,  R., 

□I'juth  of  hrgt  fish  by  means  of  a  small  stick  with  a  notch  on  its  end  ; 
Dan.,  fCici'U;  Ice.,  Kffii  ;  Sw.,  Kaflc ;  a  small  stick.— Kpm. 
CeltB,  Sco.,  (!)  the  lon);itiidinal  and  grooved  instrument  of  mixed  metal 
often  f.nn.i  in  Slielland  ;  (2)  SUmi  CHI,  the  name  givcTi  to  a  stone 
hatchet. — Jam.  IJuanlilics  of  stone  axes,  many  of  them  of  ser[ie»line 
(a  greenish  mottled  stone  capaMe  of  Inking  a  very  high   |ioli-h)  ami 

-  I'-.i/t  DuCluiMu's'/.MW'p/.-Af  ,l//.fc.4-'''5'.i.  vol.  i.  p.  430, '111.  ii-pp.  iG.iuJM, 
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ben II ti fully  finished  have  froni  time  to  time  been  fevnd  in  SbcClmid :  n 
a  f"w  years  back  what  apivars  to  have  been  a  regular  manubctory  rA  "S* 
rmler  st«>nc  implements  i%a.s  di^overeil  near  Trcsta,  Wei^flale.  CV-fc/- 
to  relate,  \«hiKt  this  p  >rtioii  of  the  work  uas  pasunj;  thmvgh  the  prr*. 
the  remains  of  a  hroch  were  discovered  at  Trcslii«ter,  Gul*<ri-:* 
Shetland,  cIo>.c  td  which  tMo  or  three  stone  cells  were  fuunH. 

''Chappinir  twal  hoiurls  "  (y,  447).     To  CAd/.  Sen.,  to  btrikc  ;  '"Jy 

knock's  chajipin,"  the  cloclj  strikrs. — Jam. 

Chemia  Plaee,  Chcmys^  Chytms^  Ckymma^  Ckymii^  Sen.,  achief  d«rl 
in{; ;   as   the  manor-house  of  a  landed  proprietor,  or  the  paLicc  A  - 
prince.      *'  It  is  enjoined  that   IkLron-Courtii  should  be  hckl  at  Ckimr. 
as  tlitf  residence  of  the  Baron  himself." — Ja«.     Supposed  tibe  fruB  *^ 
old  French  Chesmez, 

"  Oburle  and  Oblme  "  J|».  10 1),  to  cAmrr,  ekHri^  ikirU  :  Sc".,  to  e* 
to  murmur. — Jam. 

Clamp,  S.,  a  lunf;  rii\i  in  which  the  fiMh  aie  put  after  being;  taken  ^ic: 
the  pickle. 

Clip,  S.»  jjaff  h'lok  ;   Fiirooe,  Kltf'yadn. 

CllTln,  S.,  the  tonics. 

"  Coekatnllla,"  Coek-ati&lp,  or  Cukntvla,  Sco..  the  cuc'^iiHT-^'^  " 

tumhrel  in  which  ofTeniier^  ucre  ducke^l  in  s<ime  itinkimg  «a:er.— Jau 

Codd  or  Cod,  Sco.,  a  pillow.     See  antf,  p.  loi. 

Coff,  Coaff,  Colir,  Coirtie,  Sco.,  **a  hollow  wooden  vc^tel  uf  a  orc^' 

form  for  huMiiij;  milk,  broth,  iS;c.  ;  a  jtail." — JAM. 

Commontj  or  Commontle,  Sc«».,  a  ri};ht  of  jiastura^  in  crjmm*a  ■-' 

oihiT.. — Jam. 

"ConTulaion   Flta "   (\*,    164).      According   to   iHi   Chaillo,  rcl^«* 
hyifniii  '^eem^  I.ir^t  ly  i-rev.ilont    nil  over  Sweden,   which  the /-Jw*t* 
])icti^l^  i>i-  traxcllors  in  briiiistone,  do  their  best  to  keep  alirr.  with  rr-t^- 
that  nii;;ht  lie  :iniicip.ited. 


"  Kvi-n  hi  rr  pcni-lf  vfiiitctini' «  bri dme  invine  from  rtlicioa*  ciriwiiit.' 
"All  I  hi-  wiiinrn  of  ih«»  plar**  Nr«Tnc-il  lo  I*  cr^iy  afirt  iWis  pcwKhcr  .  K«i  A»  ^ 
oaiil  iiiithinc.     Simil.ir  «M-(nr%.   1   am  toli.  nfirn  nroir  in  lhc«c  v^Mtrj  WaApk 
rspf I  i.illy  in   ihr   wir.tir  wh«n  iiri>p)r   havr   n<4hing  l*»  ilih     Such  |«i^cSMm  1- • 
i:ri-ai  dr;il  <  f  iiiitcf.ii  T  aii'l  n<>  iwrmancni  Ci*  "1."  * 

"  Cordlnaria,"  Sc«».,  ••h- ten la k er*  ^r  cobbler*  ;  Fr,  CerJemmur. 

Com  cnt  after  annaet  (]>.  350^.  Marrin  '  dc><:rilie«  M>3ie  anaio^Dns  saptf 
>ti:ion  as  cxi-lin::,  in  hi>  day,  all  o\cr  the  Orkney*. 

"  ']  ])•  r**  i>  I  nr  i!  iv  ii:  har^r-t  >  n  Mhi«h  the  rtilfar  aS^a^n  from  •wk.  bvaa*  ^  *■ 
atii  i«  n:  .in  1  f  ulish  i'lcn  tMji  if  ihry  i!o  ihctr  %it«k  the  ndgn  wiU  hlMd."" 

'  iMi  ('hail lii\ /..iiv</r//4/ .I//V/n/>4 /.%*■■.  vol  ii  p.  •■> 
'  / VMr;//ifK  .y  U'eiferm  fsUt  ffS^Mtmmd,  4%  .  p  jio^ 
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"  OoTBB  "  (p.  94).  The  crass,  in  Noikc  days,  oa\j  used  as  the  signal  (or 
purely  ecclesiastical  Things  or  raeetings  ;  but,  in  sFler  limes  when  the 
islands  became  subji^ct  lo  Ihe  Scottish  Crown,  used  for  all  as^mblies. 

Conbe,  Conble,  or  Cnbbla,  O.  and  S,,  a  small  cassie  or  ciuue. 

Conntrr  Acta,  O.  and  S.,  the  name  by  which  the  Acts  and  Statutes  of  tbe 
Al-lhing,  and  afterwards  of  the  Sheriff's  tonrt,  are  known. 

Orair,  Crow,  or  Corbie  Btepa,  Sco,,  "the  projections  of  the  stones  on 
tbe  slanting  steps  of  a  gable,  resembling  steps  of  stairs." — Jam.  Ft., 
Carbeau,  a  corbcil  in  tnasonr]'. 

CrA,  S.,  a  small  inclosurc,  generally  applied  to  a  sheep-fold  ;  Ice.,  Arc. 

CroeUea  or  Omeu  (p.  170),  Sco.,  scrofula  or  king"*  evil;  "St.,  EcnmtUa. 

\ty  fj^B  [.andon  for  Ihe   WcrD». 

cuch  who.  sfttr  »ht  wai  ihtit.,  was  touched  by 
(.  in  hei  .Kn.  -    Lamani-.  i-i-jy,  p.  is*.-J*H. 

The  journey  is  evidently  wrongly  put  in  the  ijnoiaiion.  It  sboukl  be  te 
and  not  from  London.  Apropoi  of  seventh  son  or  daughter,  in  Brand's 
day,  ill  the  Orkneys  parents  look  (heir  children  when  unwell  to  a  smith, 
whose  father  and  grandfather  had  been  also  smiths,  to  cure  them,  being 
careful  not  to  let  him  know  befiirebaitd  of  their  intcniion  to  &o  so. 


Cnttel,  "amca^urinErodof  thelenph  of  a  .Scottish  ell,  used  in  Zetland 
as  the  fund.imenl3l  unit  of  length  and  valuation."— liALF. 

CnttyStool,  Sco.,  the  stool  of  repentance  on  which  lasses  who  "  had  ha<l  a 
nii>formnc  "  and  other  offenders  against  Kirk  discipline  had  to  sit  duritig 
service  foraBj/i./H/D.  From  all  accounts  it  was  not  of  much  u-e  in  tLo 
cause  of  morality. 

■Da.  Auld  CHIeld,': 

Da  Black  Tier,     ;    ,,  ,        .         -.,,■, 

■V     .„  „      ,.  S.,  euphemisms  for  the  Devd. 

Da  III  Healt,  ' 

Dempmter  or  DeeniBter,  Kco.,  "  the  ofTiccr  of  a  court,  who  pronounced 
flW'H  or  sentence  defmitcly,  as  directed  by  the  clerk  or  iudge."^AM. 
Not  unnaturally,  Ibcy  do  not  seem  to  have  been  popular  officials,  and  by 
a  Country  Ait,  passed  at  Kirkwall  on  Ihe  31st  of  January,  1629,  AruHl 
Iht  ignorant  tontcmpt  ef  Dempsleris,  il  n  as  decreed  that  any  one.  w  ho 
"reproved  or  reproacheii "  George  Andcr-on,  then  elected  Demiwler, 
should  pay  jl.i. 

DladC,  S.,  compass  of  a  fishing  boat. 

Dlttay,  Sco.,  indiclmcnl  against  a  prisoner. 

Doct^*'i''>»i  the  name  by  w 
a  ftw  years  back   in   Shellan 
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dog-tax,  that  they  threatened  to  throw  the  gmmgtr  over  the  banks  if  W 

landed  there. 


Donatary  or  DonatoiTy  >^co.,  "one  to  whom  escheated  |iupem  a  at 

certain  comlitioas  made  over." — ^Jam. 

Dnls«,  Sco.,  FucMs  patmatust  a  species  of  sea- weed  much  catco  ia  Seoc- 
land ;  said  to  be  a  great  laxative,  especially  if  boiled  amd  the  water  U 
taken  with  it. — Jam. 

Dnndies,  O.,  cod  after  spawning  ;  on  the  mainland  of  Scotlaod  ctflet 
Harbour-masters. 

Dvuitor,  O.  and  S.,  Eider  I>uck,  Somatiria  moliissima. 

Dwlne  or  Dwyn«,  Sco.,  "to  pine  away,  to  decline,  ctpedaOy  by  new- 
ness."— Jam. 

Djk  or  Dyk*,  Sco.,  a  wnll. 

Sm«i  Sco.,  an  Eagle. 

Blrdo-hons«,  Sco.,  earth  house.    Jamieson  gives  otHMt^  buried. 

''  Farcle  In  that  fae«  "  (p.  436).    Cowie  states  Fareie  10  Scotch  waa» 

unrighteous,  but  no  such  word  nor  anything  like  it  bavinf  that 
is  given  in  ]amie>on,  and  the  nearest  approach  it  "/citm^  v.a.,  to 
prolKiMy  from  the  Kr.  farcir^  to  stuff  or  cram.     The  words  ia  the  tci: 
may  therefore  be  ct^uivalcnt  to  the  modem  l^h  !  Kot!  or  Staff ! 

Farr,  S.,  a  boat  ;  No.,  Farr  ;  Ice.,  Furr ;  Sw.,  Fard, — EuM. 
Faatle  or  Faata,  S.,  a  stone  anchor  fi»r  a  boat ;  Ice.,  Faesta^  a  rope. 

Ferrj-louper,  O.,  a  term  cintcmptUDusly  applied  by  the  pruad  Orcadiiai 

to  every  .stranger  from  the  south. 

Flakafeal,  S.,  the  division  bonnis  of  a  boat;  Dan., /ui^,  fish ;  Dsa« 

J'jti ;  Ice.  and  No.,  F'ijol,  a  thin  board. 

Flna  or  Flnna,  S. ,  a  term  applied  to  all  marine  monsters.     Soe  |^  167. 

Fin  or  Finn-mon.     See  p.  34I. 

Flnner,  O.  and  S.,  Balcnopttra  mutculus^  oc  Round -lipped  \Vhak. 

Fit-each,  a  car^ienicr^s  adze  ;  Sco.,  Eauhe. 

FlttlnK,  S.,  a  cat. 

Flaekle-eom,  S.,  a  Lir^o  >trau   mat  used  for  winnowii^  eon ;  Sa.  G-« 

/-iiiii-f  tb',  or  ////-,  a  lap}>et ;  Ice.,  Hatska^  a  cloak. 

FUneblnKy  S.,  the  slicing  the  blubber  from  a  whale ;  No.»  Fltm/d;  S«.t 
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"ToKW"  (p.   ioi)i   "Fog,  Fougf,  Ike  generic  name  for  moss  in  Scol- 

Foodln,  S„  a  cat. 

"  Foot-CKiiK  "  (p.  355),  apparently  a  lower  seal  nhicb  could  also  he  used 

Forcap,  originally  the  salary  of  the  lawman  for  going  on  circuit,  and  afler- 
wards  exacted  by  the  donatories  when  no  longer  legally  payable. — Balf. 

ForBpaaU&Ei  Foreapoken,  l<?  Farsfcai,  Ffraptak  ;  (1)  to  injure  by  im- 
moderate praise ;  (2)  to  bewitch,  hence  Forsfottn  water,  Orkney  ;  (j)  .-1 
person  is  taid  to  be  forspoken  when  any  iuddcn  mischance  happens  on 
the  back  of  a  series  of  good  fortune,  or  when  a  child,  foroierly  promising, 
suddenly  decays,  the  child  is  said  to  be  forspoken  ;  (4)  Ferapoken  water, 
charnied  or  consecrated  water. — Jam. 
"  When  Ibe  bcaiH,  u  aien.  sheep,  han»,  Ac.,  arc  licli,  Ibey  sixinklc  ihcm  wiih  ^ 

Otur.  fnia^,  p.  61. 

Fond,  originally  only  ihe  collector  of  the  skat  and  mulcts  in  Shetland, 
after\var<ls  the  chief  law  ofScer  in  those  islands  on  llic  separation  of  the 
islands  from  the  Orkneys  at  the  latter  end  of  the  Iwelfllicenlury.  In  addition 
to  the  chief  FmJ  llierc  was  an  (/ii^tr  Foud,  for  each  parochial  division 
of  which,  from  A  MS.  Erpl.  of  NorUh  Wordi,  quoted  Ijy  Jamieson. 
there  seem  to  have  been  ten,  called  Suekm  or  Foudria.  {.See  TblDE-} 
Jamieson  apjilies  the  term  Fimd  to  both  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland, 
which  is  cle.irly  wrong  from  the  nuotations  cited  by  himself;  Su.  G., 
Fogiie,  FiiiigU  ;  Dan.,  Feged. 

Ftrararcen,  S.,  a  four-oared  boat ;  No.,  Faring. 

Foy,  in  Shetland  generally  used  for  Ihe  special  jollification  at  the  end  of 
the  I laaf- fishing,  though  aho  used  in  the  sense  of  a  feast  generally.  In 
Orknej',  Scotland,  and  oven  in  Kent  tlie  enlertainmcnt  which  a  man  gave 
to  his  friends  on  leaving  or  coming  home  iiascalletl  a  fey  ;  and  in  one  of 
the  late  Sheriff  MacConochie\  reprints  is  set  out  the  bill  for  a  Joy  given 
in  the  last  century  by  an  Orcadian  young  gentleman  to  his  friends  on 
leaving  home  fir  Ihe  first  lime,  when,  like  the  Rev.  Francis  Liddell,  of 
Orphir,  Ihey  all  seem  to  have  (hunk  "as  oilier  gentlemen"  did  in  those 

Ftmeral  cuBtoma,   "  Itnew  Ihrec  clods  one  by  one  after  tlic  corpse" 
(p.  174).     Can  this  have  been  of  Norse  origin,  as  something  analogous 
hurvives  in  Sweden  to  the  present  day  ? 
"  The  Clireyman  threw  thrii  s/nulrfuls  rf  tailk  over  Ihe  cofTn  afier  rtadloR  ihe 


•  Di.t!iailIii'i£a«rfD/M 
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The  funeral  of  a  friend  is  still  looked  apoo  in  Souidiiiavnn  ooantry  diicntft 

as  an  oi>cning  for  "a  big  drink." 

"  L  >nK  brforc  dark  many  of  ihe  company  were  hiUri  ««.  for  ihey  k»d  tfniak  ««  « 
Kveryihini;  was  plcniifitl  a«  a  joyful  feast,  and  many  had  no  ilccp.  T1k«  ari*  ii« 
was  puied  in  eating  and  «irinkinjc,  and  a  tinangcr  BUfhi  haw  th\«ghi  a  ««•  « 
wedoint;  festival  instead  of  a  btrgavalft.^  > 

In  the  Orkneys  in  former  times,  uhiUt  a  corpw  lay  in  the  hou«e,  thcv  «r« 
careful  to  keep  the  cat  locked  up,  and  also  to  cover  all  the  mirran.  T^ 
latter  custom  still  exists  in  Norway. 

"In  the  rities  in  the  room  wh-re  the  dcart  Hct.  the  aimn.  m«  «dl  ■■  ikt  ^« 
windowk  of  the  hou^c,  are  covered  with  a  while  cJo:h.'*  ' 

l*he  following  account,  which  ap|>earcd  in  Tkt  Orkmty  HeralJci  May  yi, 
1882,  will  gives  an  idea  of  the  funeral  festivities  in  old  days  :— 

**  Account  incurred  at  a 

I^J)-'%  Funeral  in  Kirkwall 

in  March  1734. 

"  To  35  pound  of  flour  ui  i\s.  p.  pd.  is    •»         .^         m.  ..  4     7  4 

I'o  ten  mk.'  butter  at  iii.  p.  mk.  ^        „.        ...        ...  ^  1     5  • 

'I'o  fruits,  etc..  for  the  hread        ...         ..  ^  1  »9  4 

To  13  botles  of  chirrie  wine  at  I4f.  p.  b  tic     ...         ...  ^  91a 

To  10  b->tles  'if  hramiic  at  los.  p.  hoile   «        .»        ...  .mm  300 

To  It  pd.  wci);ht  of  c.imlle  at  4J.  p.  pd.«         ...  t    4  • 

I'o  6  doz.  pypet  at  j^s.  p.  dot.     ...        m.        ..        ...  —,  0  if  • 

To  i|  pd.  tanacc  >    ...         ...         .~         ...         ...          ...  .^  1     1  • 

'To  14  pintH4  punch  at  lof.  prr  pint         ...         »•         7    •  « 

To  I  M-it.'  mcall       ~.         ».  ».  100 

To  6  khert  wniriiiK  r<ip<'''  an  i  '>  sheet  i{r.iv  do.          ».  ...  o    t  A 

I'o  Wm.  Smith  f  >r  t!ie  i'urTine  Kop^  and  Sar^          ...  ...  aA    9  • 

To  fflanini;s  ...         •••         •••         «..         m.         •»         .»  ••-  ti     o  o 

Tn  ir<in  w-irk  for  the  CofTine         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  9    a  o 

Tn  the  Kirk  diirs,  II lort  cli.ath  and  graver         m         ..  >«  I4  ■}  4 

I  •  tjk'-in^  (I'mn  lw>>  scAis  Ami  putin.;  ym.  up  wr.  naillt  ~.  1     4  "> 

Tn  r.  pd   s  "II"-  doiilile  reiin'd  Su^xer  at  141  p.  pd.~.  ..  4    I  « 
'III  IS  p.nts    white  wine  whrn  Mr-s    kii.thrine  mx\  on  hrr 

drath  l«ild  at  \C  p.  pini ..  ««  i)    e  • 

Ti>  \  «.hap  ^  hrAii  lie  .in<l  1  muts'iken  *  of  h'^a-y  tir  on  d  1.  ...  1  is  • 

lo  Misiris  lHt.k  f  >ral<- 1 1  thv  finerjll*             ...         ...  ..  7    •  • 

'to  Mistris  Stuart  fjr  ale  lodo.    m»        ..  S    o  • 

jCi4«     5  ■•■ 

The  money  l>cing  Scots  the  hill  iioiild   be  altigeibcr  £\\    lOk  ^\i- 

stcrlinj;. 

Oeoy  Ooe,  OiOf  C,  O.,  and  S.,  a  rocky  creek  or  inlet;   O.X.  lai 

let'.,  (tjii,  an  o|H:ning. 

Glanders  (p.    156).      If  unkn<iwn  in  Shetland,  this  tenriMc  d 
.Mitncthing  very  like  it,  appears  to  have  Ixen  preralent  m  the 


'   1)11  (*h.iillii\  Lan.i ,'/  the  Midnight  .S'mh,  voL  i.  p. 

//■.'./  \A  it.  |»  4  ;'•  ' 

*    I  l<i-  S<    ti  h  fint  i«  e-iu.il  t-t  two  Kn^li^h  quarts  I 

'   i  '!  t^in    r  (  4  ■//«  f  iii.il  to  line  Knfjluh  quart. 
■'  M%/ht.H^im  c  iuaI  t  •  an  l-'ngli«h  pinL 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^I^^^^^^^^^^^^^^I^I^^^^^^^^IH 
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fiss 

more  tlun  two  ceniurie 

1  ago,  and  to  have  given  ris 

eK.*.  hat  mny  have 

be«n  the  Gnl  Conlag^oL 

IS  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  on 

record. 

■•  ncimo  M«ii  1655.    Am 

mi  I)»  foulL  hani<  in  Dcin.«.    T1x<,uh.lk  <li 

lytbcuid 

siuKr<]tpu>cK.dr«tii 

ic  ul  maid  he  the  bJullie  of  Oeir 

Eoni«l  M 

the  pMDchinirU  ilwrof 

Aoml  Ibt  cuiuig  of  the  foull  h 

mi*of  Ita. 

TK>  in  the 

ihco>.g.    And  nnluil  <li<  «m 

IB  be  pul  » 1 

:  It  be  oellkniwia  and  ityI' ih*<  ill 

Th«  no  ■nim  wi.hin  ,h 

J  «id  pwochia  of  D=n.«  xnild 

«li^r'of°i 

OUIwith    Iher   pinichin 

n>  BBy  uihCT  lain  for  yor  «w) 

day  io  cum 

pue  b(  it  merk  lnai> 

p^HTnTti^'l^'^  ''™''  " 

pin  of  tl»  ™n«.8  uoki 

Qlinir«,  "ca[ie  and  glai 

lie,"  p.  81.     What  this  laea 

nt  seems  v 

incertain. 

Glour,  Sco.,  means  W  s 

tare,  but  what  the  ca/e  wa*  c 

annol  be  a- 

cerlained 

—at  lea<t  by  (he  wriler, 

aicnip  or  GlnpB,  C.  and  O.,  a  chasm  communiualing  with  the 

seabya 

haps  it  may  be  belter  described  as  a  sea' 

■cave  Ihe 

roof  of  which  has  fallen  in  or  been  blown  out  at 

the  landivtttd  end. 

Jamieson  SBggcsts  Ice., 

C!ayfir,_fiisura  vil  hialiis  in. 

mliuK,  OS  the  root. 

GoBdlnicu-  and  OcBfUKU',  terms  applied  h 

pres:iive  of  his  superior  wealih,  dijjniiy,  and  poivers. — Balf. 
Omna,  S.,  fisliing  banks, 
GrsT-fial),  S.,  saith,  Mir!,v:-iis  i.iibBiinriu!. 

Orind,  O.  and  S.,  a  Kate  ;  in  the  Faroes  applied  to  a  whale  drive. 
Qrlnd-whalC,  the  GoKlc-Nuse  or  Ca'iiig  Whale,  Dtlphiiius  dciuclor. 
Grla,  Grys,  Grice,  or  Gryca,  Sco..  a  pig;  O.E.,  Gryic,  a  young  wihi 

"  Giiid  nlchbonrli"  {p.  97),  Romi  neighbours.  The  good  fairies  orspiriij, 
as  coiKradiMinKiii-'icd  from  the  (rolls,  trows,  or  evil  spirits,  known  a' 

Gihii  full:  iji  lihelhiiid  at  the  present  day. 

GulsardB,  .'^,.  ma-ker*  or  mummers.  "  Gyiar.  Gyt-ird.  a  h:trle.[iiin  ;  n 
term  a]i]i!itd  [n  Iho.e  nlio  disyuisc  thcmscUcs  .ibi>ul  the  lime  of  llie  ntii 
y<.'ar,"Sco.— Jam. 


Qutcher,  Gnd-ayr,  Gnd-acbtr,  Gndsher,  Sco 


iii^iii-licd  from  Ihat  close  in  s 
.r;(;„thic.  //™/ 
for    cod.    li-s,    -i"'i    tusk; 
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Haaf-flsh,  O.  and  S.,  said  to  be  applied  to  n^ca  SarkUm^  tbe  Uitr 
l^ardod  Seal,  but,  as  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  that  »pecie«  hai  r«er  bm 
seen  in  British  sea^,  the  IlalUhitrus  ^aut  or  Grey  Seal  w  ^y^  • 
meant. 

Hadabaad,  S.,  the  lund  fastening  the  rib.%  of  a  boat  together. 
Hailln,  Sco.,  hauling. 

Hamar  or  Haioainer,  O.  and  S.,  large  ma^^sec  of  earth-fut  rock  «  \'- 

sidc  of  a  hill;  Ice.  an- 1  N-  .,  //.imar, 

Hapy  Sco.,  a  covering  of  whatever  kind. — Jam.  In  She!bn:i,  ;^'jr-^^ 
apiilicd  t<>  the  >niall  shawl  worn  by  wojien  when  moving  abjuiiuvr;. 

Hawk  Hens,  O.  and  S.,  hens  exacted  by  the  ri>yal  falconer  on  Si^  v..  ■ 
to  the  islands  and  according  to  Thomas  Kdmonditun  |aid  d.va  *o  i^.* 
and  1839. 

H«ckla,  S.,  the  Dog- Fish,  Stfttalus  archiarius :  Ice.,  Hikall. 

"Helle,  The,"  the  interval  l^twecn  tunset  on  Saturday  and  fsan^  ■ 
Monday. 

Heller,  Helller,  Helyer,  S.,  a  cavern  intii  which  the  tide  floai ;  Ir. 
Iltllir. 

Hlrdman  or  Herdman,  a  paid  man-at-arms,  according  to  Laiagp  of  '^ 

Odaller  class. 

Hobblem,  the  Tee-name  of  the  Holm  St.  Mary,  Orkney,  pecpSe.  A> 
many  of  these  nicknames  arc  sarcastic  or  comem(itnoui,  can  il  have  bee 
derivcil  from  the  Scotch  HMle,  a  state  of  iierplexity  aod  eo<ifBw«,>9' 
meant  t<>  indicate  ]ie<]ple  always  more  or  less  mudtllcd  or  braiUe«.' 
Or  can  it  be  from  the  verb  Hobble^  *'  to  swarm  with  lining  crearvRs'  &■ 
indicatin;^  that,  like  the  Sanday  and  North  Ronald  say  folk  in  aacieac  dsv<. 
ihc  nolmite>  were  eminently /ift/irtf/<»fl/ 

Hoe,  the  blade  of  a  Shetland  spade. 

Holm,  O.  and  S.,  sometimes  applietl  to  a  small  islet,  soaiefiae«  loa  r>i 
or  stack  wliich  has  Ix'Come  detachcti  ;  Su.  Ci.,  //»*/iit/,  an  isJand. 

"Horn,  at  the  Klnirla"  (p.  414^.  "Atthekom,  Put  out  of  the  proccctrt 

uf  the  law  ;  proclaimed   an  outlaw.**     The  phrase  original 

manner  in  which  a  pcrsun  is  denounced  an  outlaw.   **  A 

log.illy  cnipowvreil  for  tills  jnirjH>sc,  after  other  formalities 

blasts  with  a  korpt^  by  which  the  i>erson  is  understood  to  l« 

rel>cl  to  tlie  king  f>>r  ctmtcmpt  of  his  authority,  and  his  UMMneablciM  ^ 

c^cheatol  to  the  king*>  usc.'* — Jam. 


Horse-Oowk,  O.  nnil  S.,  S.'c!optix  f^jHina^,  Coaunon   Snipe;  Dm. 


Hoir,  O.  and  S.,  a  mounii  or  (umulu!  ;  Ice,,  HaHg;  Su.  G.,  Uoe^. 
Bnccie-atefr,  S.,  a  cUp  or  gafl"  lu? d  to  liH  bravy  jisli  over  Ilie  ^iJe  of  Ihc 

boat,  ami  for  administering  eitremc  uncfion  like  an  Irishmin's  friat; 

Ice.,  Jiirggi  Din.,  Hug,  a  Inp,  a  blow. 


iBuner  or  Ember  Ghioae,  Celymlms  glacialh.  Great  Nonhetn  I^iver  ;  O, . 

only  the  young  birda,  sccotding  to  Baikie  and  Heddle  ;  S,,  at  aU  ages, 

according  lo  Saxliy  ;  No.  and  Dan.,  Immer. 
"  InfkUK  and  OntfuiK  Thief"  (p.  aij),  Sco,,  Ihc  right  of  trying  a  thief 

whether  captured  within  or  uiibout  the  barutilat  jurUdiclioti. 
tB-town  or  iD'toon,  within  the  dykes. 

"  Imla,  bemud  In  the  laag  "  (p.  36S),  fmu,  Sco.,  fctlcrs.--;AU. 
"  Jlnp  honeBt"  (p.  nj$],/imfi,  Sco,,  scarcely,  banUy. — Jam, 


JosCea,  Joacsi  or  Jneira,  Sco.,  "an 
pillory  ;  the  crimin.nl  being  fastened  ti 
which  surrounded  hi*  neck."— 1am. 


St  of  putiishment  like  the 
<r  post  by  an  Iron  collar 


ir  Yule,  the  old  ]iagiii  winter  feslival  amongst  Teutonic  and  Scan- 
lavian  r.ices,  [lie  name  of  nhich  on  Iheir  conversion  to  Christianity  was 
nsferred  to  the  Festival  of  the  Nativity. 


Ka&ur  Cam,  O.  and  S.,  to  dri> 


chase,  asshccpor«haIes. 

which  the  oar   is  pulKd  ;  O.N.,  No,. 


r  the  hooks  in  the  !,noo<lings  t< 


i;f,  Sco  ,  "  a  ilulv  paid  by 
L-,  especi-illy  Lo  ■Hirknien 

to  JaiLiics  'II,  whether  the 


Kasna  or  Can,  1 


KUn  or  Kim,  - 
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**  KlrM,  east  Xkm  hair  In  Mm  "  (P-  ioo)»  A'j>«,  Sco..  ciMra  ;  S»  G. 

Kerna,  There  $cenis  to  have  l>een  a  general  superstition  ihr3«{^jc 
Scotland  that  cleaning  a  churn  was  unlucky,  and  Mn.  MxcCla."?*.  a 
the  Coitafrers  of  Glenbumit^  after  stating  ihnt  cleaning  her  Kirm  **!»: 
no*  he  canny,  ye  ken,"  g->es  on  to  say,  ''Twa  or  three  hantrc 
than  the  blink  o*  an  ill  ee.  '*  Somewhat  similar  id( 
prevalent  in  the  Faroes, 

**  And  when  a  env  han  calved  v.iriou«  «ipentitiou«  mawu  arc  ^nevmmk,  W 


the  hair  frum  the  tail,  m  ivin.;  a  Kifhi  round  the  h  ims  tiii^iR^  »i*c  af  -ar  l*r 
ah<mt  the  udder,  between  the  homi,  or  on  the  h  ■•>& :  an  1  •!««  ihv  aa«ft  ■ 
mitkei  for  tSe  fir^i  lime,  a  %!n:ill  w-jijen  cm-M,  a  knife,  a  whac  oumwl 
But,  or  a  bean  called  ifmitHHUjra,  inu>t  be  previ  ,\Mf  placed  id  the 


Ltrasr,  S.,  a  cat.     Kiryauw  in  Fife  means  to  catena aul. 

Ll«ber  orKlsmmer  8ton«,  S.,  saipstone  or  steatite,  funnerlj,  lalpa 
haps  still,  used  in  place  of  futler«'  earth  for  dreeing  burnt  or  sorcik 

Lnock-hons*.  Acording  to  Jamieson  knock  meant  a  dock,  is  *bd 
CAst  knock-honu  (p.  242)  might  lie  taken  to  mean  clock -caw :  lac  frM 
Brown's  note-bo>k  it  seems  doubtful  whether  any  liaral^  had 
put  up  on  the  cathnlral  Inrfore  16S3. 


Knor«n,   S.,  a  biat;  O.N.,  A'njn;  a  merchant  tcskI  ;  Icc^  JTm^^.i 
boat. 

Korkel«lt  or  Korkleltt,  S.,  a  {mrple  dye  formerly  made  froa  iMkm 
tartarfus,  but  now  from  cudbear;  No.,  hWk;elie.  Kttrktop 
to  JauiicKon,  seems  to  have  l>een  the  name  all  over  the  nncth  of  S 
for  the  Lichen  tarttin-us^  and  h  ith  in  (laelic  ami  in  Nor«e  the 
seem  to  lie  aim -kst  identical,  as  in  the  former  it  ii  Comur  iftd  ■  tk 
latter  Korkje,     In  the  Faroes  it  i'.  call«tl  Korke. 

Kraar  or  Krcair,  the  carcase  of  a  whale  when  the  blubber  ha«  bm 

removi-fl. 

Kupp,  S.,  the  stern  of  a  l>«-»at. 

Xaandaaalesy  O.  and  S.,  the  rents  by  the  tenant^  or  tackmicn  of  the  (V-- 
dom,  lordship,  or  biNhopric  estates.  **  .1/ji7,  singular;  flonl,  Jb^ 
Sco.,  the  rent  jviid  for  a  farm  or  possesi^i'^n,  whether  it  be  in 
grain,  or  otherwise.'*  A.S.,J/.i//;  Ice.,  Mala ;  Sn.  C,  .VUIc» 
—Jam. 


ty  O.  and  S.,  as  a  v^rjiSMx^  of  capacity  e(\pa\  to 
equal  to  twenty-four  moils. 

Ztawman  or  lAcnan,  the  provident  of  the  Al-thti^  and  chief  yaifr  ^ 
both  grimjis  till  Shctbnd  was  separated  firom  the  Orkney*  in  UMk 
Maddad's  mju's  time. 


'  l.andt\  Ferm  ti^mmJs^  p.  fD& 
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"  I>eem"  (p.  334),  Sco.,  a  ulensii  oinny  kind. --Jam. 
Unebnrd,  S.,  the  starboard  side  of  a  bo.tt,  so  called  fcom  Che  long  liues 
being  hauled  oa  Ihat  side;  Uan.,  Line ;  Su.  G.,  Zi«-u  and  Bard,  npper 
p3rt  of  deck. 
Uspiuul,  equal  to  twenty-four  marks,  one-eighth  of  a  meil,  oue-Gfteenlli 
of  a  barrel ;  originally  only  equal  to  twelve  pounds,  Scots ;  it  was  raised 
by  ihe  middle  of  the  eigbteenlh  century  to  eigtiteen  ponnils. 
Ut,  Sco,,  a  dye  ;  S.,  indigo  ;  Ice.,  l.ilr ;  Su.  G.,  Lil,  dye,  tint. 
I^Tar^nmEKiC'i  S.  (sec  pp.  159  and  615).    Jamicson  sayi  evidently  from 

Sw.  Le/iver,  liver  and  Ma;r,  the  maw  or  stomach, 
laoekEout  or  Iioknuui,   Sco.,  oilginally  the  jailer,  but  hitterlf  applied 

only  to  the  public  eiecucianer. 
KoBrettnaa  or  IiMTTtKlitiaBii.     See  p.  113. 

Iiooder-bom,  S.,  "a  brge  hum  with  which  each  fiihing-boat  is  furnished, 
to  be  blown  occasionally  in  foggy  weather  and  during  the  darkness  of 
nighl  in  order  to  ascertain  the  relative  position  of  all  the  boats  on  the 
fame  lack  ;  lee.,  Lmir ;  Dan.,  Liiur  ;  Su,  G.,  Ludir,  Luur,  a  trumpet, 
a   hunters  horn." — EUM. 

■r,  Colymbiis s^fleHtrivnaUs ;  Ice.,  Zomr;  Sw, 

IiODmle-sliniia,  O.  and  S.,  !:r 
po-cd  to  he  so  called  frum  I 
Kain-sc/s!. 

Irttni,  Sco.,  a  chimney. 

Lynr,  C.  and  O.  ;  Lyre,  O.  ;  Lyrle,  S.,  Fuffinus  Angienim,  Mam 
Sbear«alcr  ;  No,,  Lyr.  Jamieson  conjectures  it  was  50  called  from  ils 
inlen'^c  falne^s  frum  ihe  Ice.  f.yre^  the  name  of  the  faltesl  (ish.  In  thu 
FariH."i  Ihe  adult  bird  is  knoiin  as  .SXron/nr,  apparently  from  its  burrow- 
ing halii'-,  and  only  tbe  young  birds  are  called  Luiia. 

Macblue,  Sco.,  a  carriaRC  of  any  sort,  though  generally  applied  to  a  gic 
or  dogcart.     Analogous  to  the  English  tr.tp.     Appartnlly  modern,  as  ii 

HalUmoIte,  S.  J'-ortl/aria gtacutlis.  Fulmar  I'elrcl ;  No,,  Malmok. 

Manbote,  the  comjieu'-alion  paid  fur  ihe  slaughter  of  a  man.  This,  amongst 
Ihe  Norsemen,  seems  either  to  have  Uku  as^esieil  by  the  judge  or  ari'aiigtd 
between  ihe  criminal  and  the  slaughtered  one's  relations,  if  a  freeman  ;  if 
a  thrall,  with  hLs  owner.  Ajuon{>sl  the  Aiigto-Saxons,  according  to 
Jamieson,  there  was  a  regular  fixed  tariff;  A.S.,  Man-b^l ;  Su.  G,, 
Man.bot. 
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Mark,  e«|ual  to  ei^jht  cyraror  ou-.ices,  or  to  onc-twenty-f  jurth  o*  a  L+j's^'. 
gradually  raised  to  twenty  cyrir  iir  ounc^:^. — Half. 

Mark,  SSerk,  or  Merke,  a  Scotti-h  coin,  f  irmerly  current,  equal  :3*« 
thirds  of  jTi  Scots  (131.  4^.)  nr  1}^J.  of  mo  lorn  m  >ney. 

Mart,  BSarte,  BSalrt,  Sco.,  "a  cow  or  ox  which  i^  fattenH.  LiUe«i.  ta: 
salted  for  winter  provision." — Jam.  Su  called  from  the  <«Li::{;hter  Li».:{ 
place  a)x>ut  St.  Martin's  Day  (ilth  of  Novcznh'^r).  an  anna •0^1.7  ■< 
which  the  ravens,  according  to  Saxhy,  arc  :*..>  well  a  More  a«  ibc  hi:^* 
bting-i. 

"  MarUnabuUlmns  dae  "  (p.  606),  the  festival  of  Sl  Martin  of  RcTtr 
4lh  uf  July  Old  Style,  the  St.  Swithin'*  I  »ay  i*f  the  n^nh  lif  >c  ti«: 


*'  I  kave  jtpcrified  S;.  Martin's  Day.  a«  it  i*  par'trularlv  a'trn^icd  ^n  .r.  ;b<  KerA  m 
ScutlniM  'I  he  trxJi:ii>n:iry  iiJcdi  i«.  thjt  if  there  \<  r^in  on  im%  da*  ^^arrv.r  am 
of  the  forty  iiiiiiiciliatrly  foil  •«iii|[  will  ai-^t  w.ihoui  rxui.  And  *-f. r  r^*%A  "  1'  ' 
v>metiiueN  vxprc'^^v-l  in  irii<  minntr  :  "If  th^  deer  ri«cft  dry  and  Le^  c  vi  ^  * 
St.  Manin's  Itay.  iherc  nill  tie  n  1  rain  fnr  siv  «r  k«;  but  if  11  nwn  vts.  «  m 
d'twn  wet,  it  will  be  ruio  fur  the  iwune  ka^:h  %•(  ii:nc  " — Jam. 


Meily  Mail,  Male,  O.  and  S.,  a  weight  ortt,in.dly  e  jual  to  »ii  U»7«aii<^' 
onir-iwcnty-f'urth  of  a  ^l^t ;  Su.  G.,  Muf/j,  to  uiex-ure  ;  .lAvi^Uv^k 
AUtj,  a  husliel. 

Mekil,  Mekjl,  Meikle,  Mykil,  Mackl*,  Sea,  grca*,  re*i«ctiac  wk 

O.N.,  sUii/a, 

Mercal,  S.,  the  heal  of  a  plough. 


*'  A  'im  ire  hiilr  i^  en  ihrm^h  thf  lowt  r  end  «•(  tSe  ***a-n  ani  tS*  wmfr:m*.  1  ^i»^  "* 
ii^tk  alKitii   lwrnIy•(^»  •  i:i  :i>-%  I  n.;.  iiiirij.  lpi!,  whi  h    it  the  lyiher  ca.  Vp^  9r 
M»-  and  sky.  —  I*.  .An  11    lis;;.  .SA. r.  .Sft.'.tt.  .^.i■  .  »ii.  5 55 
I  ^11. ,  (•    mrr,  Lir^.'  .  i'U.'t't,  hcaJ-Linwn,  tup  i  "-^Jam 

"  Merefow  qnliilk  catisea  the  noa«  to  bte«d  "  ip.  99).  Pr.  AaicnM 
his  suggesteil  to  the  writer  that  tnrrr\ie  may  lie  marshmall  i«,  «bki 
plant  is  s.aid  to  cause  the  nose  t<>  Meid. 

Merk  of  land,  S.,  pri>perly  H]>c.iki>iL:,  e<{ual  to  1,600  mjiutc  fxthooHk  b^' 

at  thi.*  ])resent  dny,  of  uncertain  amount. 


*"  V\\'  lands  are  di\i  \<r.\  in-o  rp»"rk^.  and  ihfsr  are  rare*!  at  4  p««»y.  ^  p»«"T.  •  L 
I  •{•-■ny.and  14  i>ennv  nicrK^nf  li;.'l.      I'he  reii'  of  ca  h  prnay  la»i  i*  •>■  an 
;i!)  !  .t  ihinl's  weii:li:  «>f  >  irirr  i-n  thr  !y*  .\xr,  an  1  -in*  %-it|lin^  and  a  x\t^    i  *Ktt 
i.i  ::/y.  lic^i-lAt  :-./   ^trr  ir.^  ■if^r.i«'«  .t-t  •  r  .iiin.;al  ^ne  ■  f  eairy  In  rArH  Mirt  rfjwC 
'I!. UN  the  .innu.d  rtn*    f  .t  n  rrk  iif  '    lieir.)  Iinj  i»  ci,ehi  Turk*  of  butacr  wC  k 
S'"ii">.-.f  m-mcv.  Ii'-'ule-i  .-f    S-  ■•■«  nr  -5./.  «k:rri.n^  of  i;ra«>..a      TSe  ra'jt  .-{  a  art 
n*  l.in  1  wa-  priiJ-.i*.  y     r.^  r..ilv    n't-::  l--.!  t     Je  ifrn  te-.l  hy  tSr  ye— y  "W*^  §•* 
i  \  •  \teii'  or  i}!::tli'>  .   )  ;;i   ii  .'  u.i<    «  •.  rhe  r«i-  ••  tl'i-^  n  c   n-<«   rii>3    «  i*^^  ' 
I  i  h-'r.      1  hiN  r.tn  !  <-  a  •   •  nh;  1  f  r  >  v  m  re  ejrth  Ik  .n^  Vcxnic'^t  fr-*«  t^  r  a*^ 
.1".  ■"..uiiirr  t»  «■■■!»»■  I.i'.-I  •  :h  n  ■!■    •'i»-r..  «r  fr  -1:1  rhr   .an  !%  i"»e  n«*)«r*  ^^  ■•^ 
\\,\  '  r.itily  ftituatrd  (•  r  srft  wr-.;  f.i.-  m.inuf .  I>v  w'i.<h  ihci*  n-icmaj  rvlame  ^mm 
11.  !■>!  hi«e  l<r<i  mil-  I  r-ii^'-il  .;i  ih*-  r,i.irs<r  nf  ir.anv  rrniun-«       Ito  zmMCMt  ■ 
«  \-<  ;ii  iiii|;ht  h.avi-  U-fn  .drrr  1  ■»  li-n  «  r/  \i  len  e.  whea  iSr  jrhc-'t^  si  fifHf 
li'.  : >  u.is  c  i:iin  m.  m^;.  'i  :'.cir  r -.'-.'  la;r  s'Aic  arf<irJcd  rrc*e*»-'e«  f  r  aaiflfHit 
.1    •!    the   d-Mii  I  llv   I  '   .1      r^s  t  ■   iKt  r    ifi:j:n   nf  r:-tl  c        1  hr  ^i  f  t   ^d«rv  (>•• 

!  I  iliMi  s  -f  a<  r(ini;il-  hi  -..  t    ri>  '.  .1  •*.  p  'Wvri'ul  <ip|irfn«  «x.  in  ;b«ta«  Amj%  ma  tit 
V  I-    -f  i  VIM  K  I- vkji  wv.ik.  .«!  1  t'r  jrm  of  rarine  «tr  •«,(.*' ■ 


I 


••    r. !i'      .'  ■«  .'..'..f .  J .  r 
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be.   (p.  171).     Similar  Etalemcnts  are  made 


thoe  uiimbU  ck 


iki.  Ehe  loEl  of  lh4c  ulatidt  Inji  lomelfiLie  in   it  which 
.    Earlhi  thenforc,  lui  at  lima  becD  bivuf ht  frool 


r»l«9  w 


Mml,  Mull,  or  K«ol,  Sco.,  b  liold  promnnlory  or  hcadknd.  It  scatas 
doubtful  whetber  it  is  of  Celtic  or  Norse  origin,  as  in  the  Western  High- 
lands it  is  called  Mjnil,  supposed  to  be  fmm  Staal,  bare  or  bald,  itnd  in 
Icelandic  you  have  Mulia,  a  steep  bnid  rape. 

Moorat,  S.,  a  rich  brown  colour  in  wool ;  Ice.,  AforauSr,  a  light  brown. 

Miickl«.     See  Mel^il. 

Heap  or  Monp,  S.,  a  loli;  headland,  precipitous  towards  the  sea  and 
sloping  towards  Ihe  land,  and  oith  a  mote  or  less  rounded  top;  Ice., 
Nupr  ;  No.,  A'u/,  the  top  of  a  mountain. 

New  Year's  Eve,  O.  There  seems  to  hare  been  a  custom  in  the  Orkneys 
in  old  limes  of  y  liiiy  to   one  anciihcr's  hou.-e.-i  and  i-iiiying  the  fullowing 


<t->-T  E'te 


Nile,  S.,  a  bom's  jiliig.      Nile-hole,  tbe  hole  liy  which  the  w.iter  a  1 
n.,ny  iuvve  made  when  alloat,  is  run  olf  when  ashore :  iio-^Nygla;  I 


•■  Ma'TA  lie  iiixTi  iK-nj,!,^  «ticn  .-.sitcp,  .ii,,!  ;,lr.,i,M  .ufTo-aiv  lli.-m  :  tiiit  if  Ih^y  .ire 
ai.1';  f.  l.ru....mi«  lli.^  nii.iic  uf  Jo.ii,  .hty  iiBinr,li:ilciy  brtakf  llitmsclvp.  1.,  ffigh-  ; 

Non-entree,  oi'  Non-entry,  or  None-entress,  "the  failure  of  an  heir 
(u  tciieiv  iiive-liturc  wiih  the  5iii>eii>.r  on  tlie  death  of  the  holder,  called 
entry  ;  al  0  liic  feudal  cnsually  or  fine  payable  to  a  superior  nn  such 


failar 

Nonst,  O.  an 
house  or  sh< 

Nnsele  or  I 
i;tluionil-toi 

Odal  or  Ud&l 


iiigplnce  :  lee.    and  No.,  A'aui 
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Odalqjoi^,  Uw  inherent  right  of  crery  one  Odml-boni  to  «  ihare  n  te 

patrimony  of  his  ancestors. 

OduuB  Writlacy  the  old  Celtic  character^. 
Olovaava,  O.,  apparently  synonym  )us  with  Comtmamty^ 

Oiifl*  or  OiiB*,  O.  and  S.,  to  bale  a  bt^t ;  Ice.,  Ansa  ;  Dan.,  Oag ,  N- . 
Ousa ;  Sw.,  Oesa. 


Ox  and  Bhaep  Pcnalas,   an  exaction  of  the  Stewarts  and  Ihe  \m*i 

har])tes,  and  payable  to  the  present  day.  Suppofsed  to  have  beta  «(- 
gcsted  by  Bothwell,  on  hi^  flight,  having  demanded  cattle  and  ihcrp  u 
the  subsistence  of  himself  and  his  followers. 

Oyc«y  O.  and  S.,  a  lagoon  fonneil  by  the  emsive  action  of  the  ica,  throne 
an  ayre  or  bar  of  shingle  alone,  or  shingle  and  sand  coahiacd.  acros  !k 
head  of  a  bay  ;  Ice.,  Ors  ;  Su«  G.,  ()/,  Ostium  flmmimu. 

Pack,  O.  aiKl  S.,  a  quantity  of  wadmell  eqoal  tu  ten  guILoaai;  ON. 
y»*i«>ti.— Balf. 


Packla,  S.,  the  complement  of  linh^hts  or  Bwhts  supplied  by 
of  a  lx>at*s  crew  to  make  up  the  long  line  ;  Ice.,  P^kki ;  No,  /VUi 
Dan.  andSw.y  Packt ;  Knglish,  Package. 

Paadorva  or  Pandoors,  Sco.,  large  oysters  caught  at  PreHonpaMW  «»^ 
M)  called  l>ecaase  the  largest  and  fattest  are  obtained  at  the  doors  d  ^ 
Pans. — Jam. 

Pannel  or  Panel,  Sco.,  "the  privtner  at  the  bar." 

Peaiie,  C,  O.,  ami  S.,  English,  tiny  ;  Sco.,  W^et :  No., 

Paeria  Whaop,  O.  ami  S..  Whimhrcl,  AW mmims  /Jka\tfmt. 
Shetland  nUo  called  the  Tanir  Wlianp,  from  its 

j^ea-wcwl  as  the  ti'le  g«H*s  Kic'k. 

Pellack,  Pellochy  or   Pellock,   Sco.,    Torpx^c.    Ddpkimm 

(laol.,  Pdog, 

"  Pcllack  qnkaill "  (j).  i6S),  wa>  prolably  a  Grampos,  i>dfkimm»  tHs 

Pennf  iror iba,  O.  and  S.,  small  quantities  of  meal  or  other 
in  to  m.ikc  ujuK'ficicncies  when  skat,  tether  dues,  or  landmales 

PlUiewtakea,  PUnlawlnko,  Plnniowtaks,  Ptai 

iiiNtrument  df  turture  formerly  usetl,  ap^^arently  of  the  aati 

screws. — Jam. 

PHtocka,  C  and  S.     .Src  Saith. 

Pined,  S.,  curril ;  •:niil  of  fish  when  the  «alty  efllorcacenee  called  iifjwk 
l)oc  »mc  fixed  and  d<K.>s  not  disappear  on  exponretotlie  air. 
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-■  "  a  privilege  confcmd  oo  ■  baron,  Bccocdin^  To 
DDT  old  laws,  of  having  on  his  ground  a  fit  !ot  drowning  women  and 
galiami  for  hanging  men  convtcWd  of  ihcft." — JA«.  Can  ihis  have  given 
mf.  to  Ihe  number  of  CiUliTW  Hills  Bcaltered  about  the  Orkn^  ud 
Shcllsnd? 

PIkok,  C,  0.1  and  S..  "  to  divide  or  exchange  pieces  of  land  possessed 
bj  dilfercnl  people,  so  Ihat  each  person's  properly  may  be  thrown  into 
oncfield;  Cai!hH."—]Ki\. 

pisnt-a-orolTa  or  Plai>t-»-cr&,  0.  and  S.,  a  small  inclosure  surroaDded 
by  a  turf  or  intone  dyke  in  which  kail  or  cabbage  a  giown  ;  Ice., 
IHanta,  lo  plant,  Kraa,  to  inclose. 

Pona*,  C,  O.,  and  S.,  thia  slrip;  of  turf  stripped  off  from  the  oommonty 
or  KCalhold  for  rooting  cottages  or  using  as  a  top-dressing.  Enormom 
mischief  was  done  in  former  limes  by  this  pnwCice,  and  in  some  places, 
as  at  SConeylielil,  in  Foulo,  the  ground  has  been  irremediably  destroyed 
by  it:  Fbn.,  Spean,  Spun;  Ic^.,  Spann,  a  shingle  or  wooden  slate. 
Jamieson  gives  Sw.,  Takpanna,  (q.  Tha^i-poiit),  legula. 

PreBtlneolvB,  S,,  a  minister  ;  Ice.,  Prtsir,  a  priest,  and  Olf>a,  a  cloak. 

ProcuTatoT  Fiscal,  Pco.,  public  proseculot  and  coroner. 

Prolocutor,  Sco.,  a  t>nrri*ler,  an  advocate. 

ProTOSt,  Sco.,  (i]  llie  raajnr  of  a  royal  burgh  ;  (2)  the  dean  or  president 

of  a  cllcyiatcchurcli.— Jam. 
PncUe,  C,  O.,  and  .S.,  a  sin.ill  quantity  of  anything. 
Puidar  or  Ptrndlar,  O.  and  S.     See  Bismar. 
Qnem,  Sco.,  a  .^iiiall  hand-mill  for  grinding  corn  ;  at  one  lime  common  all 


Qoha,  Sco.,  who. 

Qiibalr  throw,  Sco.,  in  < 

:nce  of  whiih. 

qiilillk,  Sco,,  which. 

qnliUl,  Sco.,  until. 

"Qnhlte  stean"  (]>.  2; 
.t..iie;  and  if^-.  h„u- c. 
there  from  ihe  ilaya  wbi 

;s).    Ca 

;n  Ibc  L 

n  ihi,?  have  bee 
1  Ihccalhedral! 
mddingwasus, 

n  a   Qiiii/if, 
■    Could  ii  h 
.■d  as  a  timbt 

■,«,  or  whet- 
ave  been  lefl 
r-yard?    See 
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Kaln-Ooos*,  O.  and  S.,  another  name  for  the  Rcd-throatfd  Dmr. 
C^ymhus  seftentrionalis^  given,  accfjitling  to  Saxby,  from  \\\  hau:  i 
circling  r  uiikI  an*!  uttering  its  weird  cry  during  rain,  not  k^f^nc^m 
generally  supposed. 

Rmkl*,  S.,  the  pari  or  traveller  by  \(hich  the  yard  is  attached  lotheBHi. 
O  N.  and  Ice.,  K^tkki ;  Su.  G.,  Rakka. 

"Raatlnv  Day"  (p.  334).   Ran\  "  tube  j  'vial  or  j  dly  in  a  n<>iiT  «it 

to  make  noi!»y  uiirtli,"  So  >. — Jam. 

"  Ratehabitloon "  (p.  623),  A\iiihabittof:,  onfirmation  ;  Sco:ci  Uv 
term. 

"  Reik  "  (p.  93).   Used  metaphorically  fur  a  hou^e,  from  rnii,  rtii,  rm 
Sco. ,  smoke. 

RciBS  or  Remaka,  S.,  onrs  :  Latin,  Remus, 

RlTllna,  O.  and  S.,  s.indals  made  of  raw  hide. 

RoOy  O.  and  S.,  to  pluck  the  wool  off  a  sheep;  Dan.,  A'«Frr,  to  {Isaia. 

Rooma,  S.,  the  com;urtment>  of  a  b.iat  ;  O.N.,  Riim. 

Rbata  or  Rooata,  <  >.  and  S.,  ti  inl  races  or  mhirlpob  caused  ty  it 
cqualitio-k  on  tiic  hotioin,  or  tlic  meeting  of  lidts;  Ice.,  AW^',  /«■«*. 

Rotchle,  S.,  Little  Auk,  Mit^uius  MtJani'/tVcoj. 

Rtinrlfr,  St.o.,  n*>plicl  to  I.irid  of  uitTercnt  owners  or  dificrvn!  tcr»a".!i  Lcjf 
mixed  up  to;^cthcT  ill  ari.Tii.ilc  ri.l;;f>  or  f.jrr  -ws. 

Baith,  Seatb,  or  8etb,  Sco.,  the  full  grnun  c-il  fi>h,  Mr'.'j^r^ 
car/u>tt,i'iitf.  The  fry,  C,  <>.,  and  S.,  arc  BiUoeka.  Tr.e  ycar-'l-^  t^>*. 
Piltocka  i-i  C.  .in«l  S.;  in  <>.,  Cnltbea  or  Cootha.  1  h"  tu  ^-ira:  ■'•'» 
fish,  C'.,  Cuddeen,  .m'i  in  O.,  .icc miiii;^  to  ja  .ncNon,  Barbta,  «k>  al«^ 
quoting;  f.'  -ni  Pr.  N«'iII.  niakoN  tiu*:ii  in  their  fm  th  >ear  raiif  It 
S.  tiK'  tiT.ii  Orey  Flab  is  of;t'n  applied  t>>  theiu  a.<»  a  «h  Ic,  »l 
adult  or  i.ot.     I"'ari»CNO,  Saynr, 

*'  Bcaldla  "  (p.  253L  In  Norse  times  the  .Vv  j.'./wa.^so'xicthing 
the  laiTc  imi-r  viscr  i"»f  vor«-i'x  airl  sti)r)-rrl.i!er  thil  some  J<^»rii 
him  t>  ]i.^->('  bc<  n.  His  <lu:io-  were  a'.i.ro^nitH  to  ih  vc  of  the  Crbc 
Si'a'iMii  f.it  or  tiilj.il  •;('n»*a!i>:;i>t,  .ind  h**  h.vl  to  l«  a  s -ft  of  wal4i^ 
rcrra^c,  ImsiM;;  .\\  Iiin  Iui^^i.t-'  en  N  ihf  jnr.liijree  of  every  mr^.^vr  of  tie 
jari's  or  !  i-.r^'^  t'.imi'y,  <  f  uh<  ^^c  h  UM'hoId  he  vas  a  rcc<»i^ni«c<i  oAcuL 
In  .*^>'  'tt:^!!  u  .!::•'.  liowevrr,  th'.*  term  ha  1  >i-.nj'ly  l»eome  a  corro^Jtaaa d 
tlic  I'.nj^iiO)  .Vi4-  ./,  in  \\l;ich  sen-e  it  i"  u^l^l  in  the  ]  a-^dge  qa>lcd. 

Bcatbold  T  Scatbald,  S.,  hill  pa  tiire  held  in  common,  tboogh  aby  ■ 

called  n  )  o:u'  Mvni'*  I  >  he  alio  to  ^av. 

caw  or  SkaWy  S.,  a  ])roniontor}-  ;  Ice.,  Ska^u 
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Bcord  or  Skord,  S.,  a  deep  indentalinn  in  (lie  lop  of  a  Hill  at  right-anelci 

to  its  ridge  ;   Ice.,  Stani ;  Firoc-c,  Siaar. 
■carle  or  Scorr,  C,  O.,  and  S.,  a  gall  before  it  baa  attained  its  Rdolt 

plumage;  Ice.,  Stiure. 
Scontte  or  Bkontla,  0.  and  S.,  Ehort  for  Smitie  or  Scauli  Allan,  or 

Autin  ;  ItichanUon's  5l:ua,  Lislrii  trepulolta ;  Sn.  G.,  Sitiu/a,  tomove 

rapidljr  1  Ice.,  A//in,  a  parasite. 
■crlotm,  5.,  according  lo  Hib'^iert,  LirAen  flniiftitiui,  pnxlucingan  orange 

dje.  Edmondstoti,  hawever.gives  Skrotta,  Liihtu  «mphalsidei,  producing 

a  datli  parplc  dye. 
■etteeu,  another  name  for  a  tispund. 
Sheep  and  Ox  Feanlea,  5.     Sec  Ox  and  Sheep  Pennies, 
"  Hlietlaad  apaeeli,  there  la  a  eoftneaa,  aome  people  call  ItllaplsEi 

About"  (p.   131). 
■'  This  ii-n^   =aiit  wilh  ih/il  ptcitliar  Norwcginn  acff  lit  anj  s  .ft  v(ti=f,  which  made 

8boO,  S.,  to  b;ick  wnlei-  ivilh  the  Qxa  \  F.iroeso,  Sjoude.—\LV>'>.\. 

Shooi,  S.,  nituie  f.^r  Richardson's  Sl.iia  in  UnM. 

Shoolpiltee,  S.,  another  name  for  the  Kii^^h. 

Sisloaa,  O. ,  a  name  f.>r  GlMipi  in  Rousay. 

Sixareen  or  Sixem,  S,,  a  sin-osred  boat  ;  0,N.,  H/xeeiingr. 

Skalr  Taft,  S  ,  the  iifi-.-nuost  thwart  Init  one  of  a  boat. 

Skat  or  Scat,  llie  l.in.i-tni  \-.m:\  by  the  Ociiiiiers  for  Die  fiipporl  of  the 

Cr>™n.:iiid  still  piiil  in  Sh,^ilai.d  and  the  Orkney,  t.- the  Earl  of  Z,:tland 

as  Cfiwn  donatory. 
"  Skelptne  the  bairna  "  (p.  430).    .«v//,  Sci.,  "  lo  Mtil-e  with  llic  open 

hand:  ii  iiii.;.,^rly  iluiotci   diasiiicniciit    iiiilicled  on  ihc   Lrctuh ;   Ice., 

.H.,■/y.,..■•-J.^^'- 
Bkep,  Sco.,  a  Liohiv.;. 

Skerries,  rocky  reefs  or  insnialcd  rocks  ;  O.N.,  Sker. 
"  Skilly  Wife  "  (p.  334),  Sco.      Si/V/j-  or  Siic/y,  apjilictl,  according  lo 

curiiij;  lli.jrii..:a-es  of  manor  litisl,"  and  in  a.iolhL-r  to  one  believed  to 
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Bklos,  S.,  small  huts  bnilt  of  loone  stones  so  thmt  the  dr  has  fcO  pbi 
through  the  crevices,  u<>ed  for  drying  fish  in  ;  O.N.  aad  No.,  Shar. 

Bkool,  S.,  the  Unst  name  for  the  Great  Skua. 

Bkodler,  S.,  (he  master  of  the  revel<  or  chief  of  the  Guizand«.  Aoearia| 
to  Hibbert,  so  called  from  the  pilot  of  a  twelve-oared  boat. 

Bkiinia,  S.,  a  knife,  query  from  the  Gaelic  Skeam  ;  or  from  Ice.,  Smjlw^ 
to  wound  ? 

Sky,  a  small  hoard,  al)out  ftur  inches  in  depth,  used  in  the  constrasioB  e 
the  Shetland  plough  in  place  of  a  mould-board ;  an  old  birrtl-^ift  .1 
generally  used  for  this  purpose. — ^Jam. 

"  Slump,  knocked  off  in  tb«  "  ip.  43S),  57«w/,  Sea.,  tltocelkcr ;  m 

separated. — ^Jam. 

Smock,  Smnck,  or  Smnlck,  S.,  a  woollen  shoe  nade  of  scftnl  Uiot 
cloth  quilted  together. — £dm. 

Sock,  Sco.,  a  ploughshare;  Fr.,  S^e ;  O.K.,  Soeke. 

Sparln,  S.,  sausage<  ma'Ic  of  chopped  meat  and  saeC«  bcaTfly 
with  |)cpper  and  >alt,  covered  with  the  intestines  of  a  sbccf^  and 
dried. 

"  SpelHt  at  hlr  "  (p.  99^,  a!»ke^l  of  her ;  Sf^e^  S/nr^  S/yre,  Soql,  t^  tii 

to  inquire  ;  S/ftir  a/,  cumm  >nly  used  in  this  sense. — Jam. 

Stack,  C,  0.,  and  S.,  a  precipitous  insulated  rock  ;  O.N.,  St^kr. 

Staple  or  Steeple,  S.,  the  >mall  cubical  pile  into  which  the  fcih  SR  ^v^ 

up  .IS  the  final  stage  of  curing. 

Steek,  Steke,  Sco.,  to  >hut. 

Steelbow,  Sco.,  a  cti>.tom'of  supplying  the  tenant*,  on  cnterins  m  Atf 
farms,  w  ith  stock,  corn,  implcmenis  &c.,  which  on  the  tenancy  terwacnc 
had  to  1>e  rcjiKicctl.  Formerly  common  all  (■\er  Scotland  and  swl  ^ 
use  at  times  in  tlic  Orkneys.  Thus  a  large  £inn  not 
Kirkwall  w.a.s  let  on  SUeibcw  within  the  last  two  y\ 


Stefb-bod,  the  old  Nor^e  Thing  summ<ins  ;  **  being  a  itaff  for 
mci'tin^8,  an  arrou  for  matters  of  urgency  or  ha^e,  an  aae  for  a 
of  i'.istice,  and  a  cr-iS'.  firecclo-iastical  or  relig'i)a<»  affairs.'* — BalJ.  TV 
/><-k/,  callotl  a  Buditu  kke  in  N^trway,  in  moiiem  times  was  a  ^tick  l&et 
constable's  l>.it<in  \uth  a  spike  at  the  eml.  Each  hoas^oldcr  kad  * 
p:i<;s  it  on  to  his  ni.-i;^hli-nirs.  If  the  hou^e  was  >hnt  np  and  no  one* 
homr,  it  was  »tiick  in  the  d  >or  ;  if  the  door  wa«  nnlocVcd,  bnt  nn  onra 
tl;e  h  ius»',  it  was  stuck  **in  the  house  father's  great  chair  at  the  fc^ 
side."  a-fl  either  nf  thee  meth<Kis  was  cimsidered  saflicieni  ddntry  ' 
the  Ik\i. — LAI.Wi's  Hiimikringla^  vol.  i.  pp.  115.  1 16. 
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Btcnc,  SteoKTi  or  Rtalnc,  S.,  a  mast ;  Ice.,  Dan.,  aod  Sco.,  Slang,  n 

Iterea,    S.,   the  sifm  of  a  boat— EtiM.  ;    Seo„    the  ilem  or  /i-aai  of  0 

ship— Jam.;  O.N.,  Franislafn,  iha  bow  ;  SkHtslafH,  Ihc  slcrn. 

"Stope  wytli  twclfla  atoppla"  (p.  no),  Slouf,  Sleip,  Sco.,  a  deep 

ajid  naiTow  vessel  for  holdiog  liquids  ;  a  flajjon.— JAH. 

■■Thi  drinkLng  im  cilhw  bTnuuureor  wiihoui  neuare;  ihaiis  ia  en*  hqtn  or 

cup  there  wu  a  pcrpcndicuLir  row  of  Btuds  «  vquAl  disUiKVfl.  ^nd  each  buhI.  whoa 

Ibe  eup  or  ht»ni  wn«  pqi^ird  10  hEai»  dnuik  dowq  w  ihc  mark  below.    Al  nigbE  and 

plnwd;  And  lobe  drunk  al  ntAhr  appcart  10 liavc  b«D ciHnaL"n evcD for uw kiaiet'" 
— Laimg's  HtimtkriHita.  vof  i.  p.  .iS.  Swcin  Br.fliimp  (p.  4')  probiiUy 
quuRlIed  with  hi>  luiiisake  for  drinkiag  below  hii  ftf. 

"  ato^re.  po*  wtUim  thr"  (p.  >(»)•    ■^^'m'/i  -^'iV,  Sco.,  a  pitelier  or 
bucket  used  T'U'  carrying  water,  narrower  at  the  top  than  at  [he  bottom, 

for  securing  the  trmi-hoops.     This  is  denominaied  ■  toaterslauf, 
"  Bwell,  from  the  knot  to  the,"  (p.  382),  Suia'l,  Sco.,  a  swivel  or  ring 

conluning  one  ;  Ice.,  Sveifla.       "bhe  went  10  the  miller's  house  nuil 

asked  fur  the  swell  of  a  Iclher." — jASi. 
Bwin,  lo  itfL-f;  O.N.,  Swipta;  Tiaxt. .  Svlflc. 
"  8Ttidliie<   telling  folr  sbawlng  ■'  (p,  9SJ,  lo  SiiiJ.  Synd,  Sine,  Sein. 

Sco.,  10  wash  -■.liyhlly. 
"  It  Hcnifi  urieiDally  to  have  denoted  mi)wa\  puHlkniiiiim,  especially  that  whicli  ur,i\ 

"  'I  hat  ihi-t  hail  hern  the  onciii  of  thv  term,  a<  it<'ie  apiilicd.  aprienrshiehly  nrobahle. 
[roni  the  mode  of  c.ii^ctialion  <.bM[ved  in  rutiiKr  liuHt,  at  l«H  m  Urkncy,  by 

made  up  by  Ihcm : 


fi-l.i'. 


.cially... 


'jall.w 


-JA* 


r,i-n  Ihcir 


rr,,.?;"!*,"!™!!^,  wholesome;  probably  the  real  root  is  in  Ihc  Laliniow/di. 
Tack,  Sco.,  a  Iti-e,  so  cnlled  fraui  ihc  ael  of  Ai/'iiy  posses- lou. 
Tacksman,  Sf>.,  n  Icistli^'kicr  geiur.illy,  ace  •riling  lo  Balfour,  of  Croivn 

g,-rKT,illy  ^pi.li.r.i  lo  ;i  iciia.il  of  .1  hii;her  cl.i.s  firiu.     If  he  paid  kss 

Tammle-norle,  C,  O,,  aii.l  .S.,  ruffm,  Fr.Umula  anlUa. 
TaUK-aHh,    S..   Common  .^cat,   Pko!a  j-i'ulina,  ■^o    caltcil,   according    ty 
Kdii")ii'l-i  >n,  frmii  frcfinciiliu;;  the  rocl.y  points  ;  soniciimes  called  Tuings. 

TelndB,  ■>o:.  liilics. 

ThlUBB.      K^-idc-^   the  Al-t'ihig  there  h  ere  a  nuailjcr  of  local    Things  or 
as-ei'ililies  eaeli  ol  uhich  h.id  a  \-cs\  name.     Of  these,  on  the  Mahil.md 

A<iU'3a'\iiig,D.i!.i]ui,g,  Lnml,-i6i,]'i»g,\<sying,  ]nW/oJii«f,  of  which  the 
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names  survive  of  five  in  Sandsting,  Aithsl'ng,  I)cltiii|*,  Lunru»7::kSi  uA 

Nesting.  As  KauSar^ini^xw^iW  pruliabiliry  owed  it-^  name  t  •  thr  jr^i^'-*: 
or  other  reddish  riKlcs,  \iliich  arc  s  i  marivetilv  a  feature  of  wLi:  .1  &:« 
Korthmavcn  ;  so  )>veit.-ihing,  wliich  covered  what  i«  now  Lr-o^n  l*  I 'is 
rossness,  &c.,  mo^t  likely  t  xik  its  name  from  the  inica  and  i.chcr  <\. :-. 
which  constitute  the  chief  r-K'k  formation  of  the  district.  Tr<  rr 
three  {>f/f^'j  were  prolubly  th>sc  nf  Veil,  KciLir,  an  1  L'n*c.    >ee  r«ii 

Thlnc-man,  one  Odd  linrn,  and  therefore  having  a  vote  at  a  /i:m,'. 

Thinirateadi  the  |)Iacc  of  moctin^;  uf  the  Al-thh:^. 

Thlrled|  Sco.,  bound,  en  lavid. 

Thralli  a  slave  ;  O.N.,  //ir««-//. 

Thninbikliuii  thumbscrcAs.     Intr-tduced  into  Scotland  f  t  the  pvp^^K  .' 

brinj^in-^  the  Covenanters  to  a  seii<ie  of  the  errur  of  iheir  watii. 
Tilferi  S.,  the  bottom  b.iarls  of  a  b  lal ;  O.N.,  \u-mr. 

Tome,  C,  O.,  and  S.,  a  h>hing-Iine.  Acconling  t  »  Jamieiofi,  wtti  il*: 
in  the  we>t  of  SctitLind  and  Cam.e.!a:i<i  ;  Ice.,  7\tumr. 

Toon  or  Town,  S.,  a  collection  of  houNC-.  uithin  a  dyke  ;  O.N.,  Ta* 
To^irS|  S.,  the  halliards;  houietinics  the  fisihingdiiie'^ ;  Ice.,   7«*a,'.  T-; 
Dan.  'Joiigf, 

Troyw,  O.  and  S.,  the  Devil.  "Trow  tnk  viu"  l>ein(;  e<{Tiivalent  t:  '^ 
phrase  in  com:non  u-e  by  a  te<-ty  ilngli«h.;ian  to  bi»  Cricai  oa  Uia; 
riled  or  rul>:>ed  the  wn^i;;  May. 

trowm  i»r  Trolls,  O.  and  S.,  the  evil  vpiriri  a«  di<«t!p^iabeii  £r'«s  *' 
"  CjoimI  Neij;hb  »urs.''  Cicnei ally  tiuiex^ ere  oui>  >uj  (>o-vU  lo  t<l*oiL2i-<. 
the  /////  yViT.'j  and  the  //';/#;  />.  :*•/,  !•::?,  ;:?cci»r. !»:»;;:•>  KarhcriieCr^' 
(]».  lo.>),  I  lure  seems  t»  have  I  cen  a  A:rk  yfiT.*,  waiLi'i  wa»  u  •'■*:? 
a  ilcil"  as  any  <.f  (he  .1,  mIjic::,  co:.oi.It.ii,i^  the  (.'read. .in  k\'.cjb*x 
of  niini-ler«i,  wlielhir  K'lnan  (.ath  ho  <r  I'n^T'j-tar.l,  v  as  CtH  !?  -« 
\*ondiTel  a!  ;  I'an.,  /^'•■//.  'I'h.'  word  ':/.*/  in  t!ic  cav:  of  ki.'m  irowi  f 
/'I.7  >])irits,  ha'^  iioihin^  to  c]o  m  iilt  liiil  nr  iii>-U'>tai:i,  but  i«  «.ui  \y  i^^st 
frini  the  lee.,  killia,  uiiNCen.  'I  he  I-aroe<*e  sj'ints  of  thi»  kind  art  tcixa 
de-crilied  l*y  Laiidt  : 

*•  N.iv.  tl.-y  hnw  ilifir  ».i-r.ili- !  /rh/y.^  .v.  w' o  rr  1 1-  in  1^-  fi'lliL  1^  rf  ws* 
v-.it  p.urir  .1  i;:- V  I'rc  .,  :r.cl  l..i\r  in  :htir  ti*A^«  r  .^i  k  liai«  1Vr«  ar^* 
I'  ..  -i  •-,.  fi'.  A^.i'i,'. -.  .e- ;..•:.:  i'  ■  ■!  .;«  .«}•)«.:■.  'I.- a^h  innti.M.  «."f  •  «»- 
i:ijii>,  S  (  \  Ti  '.I:  ill  «  >  ii  y  t  •;  v\'..\  It  in  «  I'tirv  ATr  I«dS  f  ClrmM 
>%  111!  11.  .(<  ^%>  1.  .11  ol  Lhi.ii:  .n,  .i.ta  o.itii  i.arr>-  i.'iC  Li'.icr  Awajr.  k^*-^^  %Mmx  1^ 
in  t.:rir  ^l(Ull.  "  ' 

A-.  ill  ^Iieilaml  the  ir  -ws  arc  "UpT^^-td  to  iniare  cattle. 

"  /"'        '.     r.'r  .'.'  ;  '.  ',  -s  w"  '  ti  |I  -  Jill   ..il  .*  m  I'-'i  j-  :tTc  1  up.  and  \vr%  vpM  ••f  •'• 
i  '..-■>.  ..1 1 1'l    .mi    ^  I  ■  :.-ii  I  :■'.••;  t   v  -I  ii  vi  «  '  C.I  \r    (Sal  I  -c  ^ruaj.  *•  r^i^-r^  a 
t    .  •    '  •!•   :n      r.  -I        :.  ■     f  w  ,T  *i  .  r.  l.*ij  i-n  i:<     a  k,  AaJ  ^  B  ih.B  a^cvcx  :»* 
«.^it{i  I!',  ii.ti  ».  M  I.I  .'i  :  r      i:i  .  r  III   \k  a  yjkwWv  uter  il.  *  ' 


Tullle,  .^..  a  Liitfc  fixed  in  a  haf:  ;  Dan.,  T^atknij\  a  nnalldaf;^rer.— Lr 
'  Lan't*-,  ttr.^  JtiuKas,  y  4.W  '»iiid  ^  31a. 


GLOSSAkY. 


■A  of  Scollnnd 


Tnrbot,  Sco.,  apparently  the  common  nunc  on  tli 
for  the  Halibut. 

Tnakar,  O.  and  S.  An  implemenl  used  in  peat  cutting,  tbus  dciicribed  : — 
"lis  shaf'  is  ralhfr  longer  than  that  of  a  common  spade,  whiUl  to  the 
bottom  of  it  is  affixed  a  iliarp  iron  plate,  called  a  ftalhir,  which  projects 
from  nne  pbcc  sevtn  inrhes  and  from  another  a  little  more  than  an 
inch;"'C.,  Turskil ;  Farocsc,  Torvikjari  ;  Dan.,  Tin/is hjartr. 

Tyke,  S.,  Oiler,  Lutra  cw/?""/,  proliablj  from  ils  dog-like  bark,  as  Tytt 
ti  in  common  usage  over  the  north  of  England  and  Scotland  fur  a 
rat  d^B. 

Trne  or  Tine,  Sea.,  lo  lo&e. 

Trate,  TymHe,  or  TaUte,  C,  O.,  and  S.,  (he  black  guillemot,  Uria 
gfjr/U  ;  Ice.,  Tiiila  ;  No.,  Tcisli  i  Sw.,  Ttjst. 

Cinqialille,  Sco.,  lale,  deceased. 

UpBtwida,  5.,  a  miuister.  Perhnp<i  from  his  slandmg  up  when  his 
congregnlion  are  silting, 

UrC]  O.  and  S.,  an  eighth  of  a  mck  of  land,  or  200  squire  fathoms  ;  Ice., 


,-  Dan 


not bet  n 


e  for 


a  for 


an  Oyst;  Ice.  and  Dan.,  Vad, 

,r  Walten  in  Caiihne^s  is  really 
.  su^csts  from  the  Suio  Gothic 


Vard'thlnB,  the  as^emlily  of  the  tni  or  r 

VBtn,  S.,  a  hl^c  ;  Ico.,  V^Ki.     Th;  Loc! 
Ihe  l-aLeof  tht  l.^iLe. 

VenKB  "r  Venela,  ,S.,  a  c.it.    lidmondsl 
Wixan,  I..  "M.I. 

"Venterla  at  beir '■  (p.  118),  vendors,  sellers,  from  Vtnl,  to  sell,  Sco. 

VlkingB,  tlic  OM  Norse  freeUioters  or  pirate-,  so  called  from  issuing  from 
the  Vikitt  or  kiy^  on  the  Norwegian  coast,  of  which,  nhat  is  now  known 
=  s  the  Skiijg^r  Rack  was  Tht  Vik  or  IVuk,  tar  etalUiut.  The  sea- 
kinx  i.lca  i,  ;ill  non.sensc.     A  kin;;,  or  one   OJ.it-b^tii  to  the  Crown  of 

Vlvda,  O,  aird  .S.,  bczf.jr  mult.>n  dri^<l  withoul  salt  ;  Dan.,  Vi/t-(,  to  fan. 


Pill  day  applied  generally  to  the  lon^  narrow  bays  or 
rce  the  co,i^l-liiie  of  Shell  lu.i,  ami  at  limes  in  .i  mo-i 
tal    min,i^r,  as  l.axfirth    Voe,   Cohfirth  Voe  ;  O.N., 


Voe,  : 

^..  at  the  pre 

fi.lh 

■  «hichs.pi 

ab-u 

i.lly  t.mt   1..; 

Wig 

r;'[)an,  Va 

V5ro 

r  Voftr,  0.  1 

■ring ; 

Ice..  ( 

';»•;  Dan.  and  Nc 

ids. 

,  -be  w. 

lolIcncLthofhoni 

..nyin^ 

;  Skal  a 

nd  other  dulies. 
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yfTmrAp  mrarty  or  Vord,  O.  and  S.,  ft  tumulus  of  earth  or  vt^jpca  mtsmi  ^ 

the  tops  of  hills  on  which  the  beacon  fire  wa*  lakl  to  be  k^aa^  cc 
approach  of  enimic.'*  (^ee  pp.  93,  281) ;  Ice.,  I'ard^     Also  u«cil 
marks  by  fi:>hermcn  to  steer  un. 

tf  Sco.,  sea- weed. 

:,  O.,  the  annual  drivinj^  on  shore  of  the  «ea-wcc4  !: 
from  the  rocks  in  the  dcciHjr  water,  (^ncrally  occurring  in  Aj  riL 

Wfttt«l|  O.  ami  S.,   the  ancient  a«iM«ssment  fur  the  salary  of  ±c 
foudy  afterwards  a  iteniui^itc  of  the  bailie. 

"  WaTes  of  the  sea,  nyne  "  (p.  100).  Curiou.s  u  hy  the  tenth  mavc  kb  i : 
have  been  selected,  as,  acconliii};  to  .Sir  Th  imas  Brovme,  it  vasscppnK 
to  have  been  the  most  dangerous.' 

Welch,  O.  and  S.,  one  hundre<l weight  of  fish. 

Whanp  or  Qnhanpy  Sco.,  Curlew,  A'itmrmims  ar^mtm,     Caa  tlie  mm 

have  ari^n  from  the  alarm  liote  of  the  bird  on  being  diatvbed? 

Wheen,  Sec,  a  nunil)er,  a  riuaniity. — Jam. 

Wlck|  C,  O.,  and  S.,  an  o])en  bay  ;  Ice.,  Vik ;  Dan.,  Vig. 

Willocki  S.,  Ka2or-i!ill  Auk,  Alca  tarda. 

Wlthershlns,  Widdershinai  Sco.,  the  contrary  way ;  strictly  afiiM  tit 

course  of  the  sun.     Sec  m'/**,  p.  99. 

"  Wobaterta"  (p.  91),  If 'nhf/rs  or  Wehttrs^  Sco.,  weaven. 

"Wreatln'  Thread"  (p.  171),  IVrest,  Urris/,  IVrut,  Sco,  tofpnaa^ 

part  of  ihe  l»ody. — Jam. 

"l^ydlBc  toiretber  after  a  laadTloiis  manner,  yromlacviMil^ " 

(p*  -55)-      ^ ^"  ^^i^"  b.ivc  l>ccn  another  sunival  from  Norte  tiaes  a*  ^ 
the  present  day  in  out-of  the-w.iy  jiarts  uf  .S:andinarta  bnch 
to  t.iKe  tli<.ir  .'^a;uiday  ni^hrs  Imth  in  com{iany  ?      I>u  Chailla 
hiive  Ik'cii  tuhltd  every  now    nd  then  by  **  a  i>toat  girl  of  twenty 

Yaaicinry  S.,  jerking  a  tiNhing-line  np  and  down,  especiiUy  a  dandy- 

Yarpha,  ( >.,  }>c.tt  full  of  fibres  and  roots. 

Yet,  Sco.,  a  i^atc. 

Yule,  sec  Jo\ 

*  ItninJ  an  1  FnV«  Pi*fminr  Anii^uititt.  ti4  iii   p.  Sft 
'  L>u  Outllu'b  LohJJj  th4  Mtduiikt  Sum,  »  4.  u.  pp^ 
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